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Dedication 


This  book,  like  Practical  Homicide  Investigation  is  dedicated  to 
the  men  and  women  entrusted  with  the  profound  duty 
and  responsibility  of  investigating  sudden  and  violent  death. 

In  memory  of  those  innocent  victims  of  homicide 
and  their  surviving  families,  who  must  find  the 
strength  to  go  on  without  their  loved  ones. 

May  justice  prevail 
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The  Lord  God  said.  .  . 

0hmt  Shalt  Nut  Kill 

THE  FIFTH  COMMANDMENT  Book  of  Exodus,  20  of  THE  HOLY  BIBLE 

THE  OATH  OF 

PRACTIC  AL  HOMICIDE  INVESTIGATION 

HOMICIDE  INVESTIGATION  IS  A  PROFOUND  DUTY.  AS  AN  OFFICER 
ENTRUSTED  WITH  SUCH  A  DUTY,  IT  IS  INCUMBENT  UPON  YOU  TO 
DEVELOP  AN  UNDERSTANDING  OF  THE  DYNAMICS  AND  PRINCIPLES 
OF  PROFESSIONAL  HOMICIDE  INVESTIGATION. 

PRACTICAL  HOMICIDE  INVESTIGATION  SUGGESTS  THAT  "THINGS  BE 
DONE  RIGHT  THE  FIRST  TIME",  AND  "KNOWLEDGE  IS  POWER" 
KNOWLEDGE  WHICH  HAS  BEEN  ENHANCED  WITH  EXPERIENCE, 
FLEXIBILITY  AND  COMMON  SENSE. 

PRACTITIONERS  MUST  BE  PREPARED  TO  USE  TACTICS,  PROCEDURES, 
AND  FORENSIC  TECHNIQUES  IN  THEIR  PURSUIT  OF  THE  TRUTH:  AND 
THEN  FOLLOW  THE  COURSE  OF  EVENTS  AND  THE  FACTS  AS  THEY  ARE 
DEVELOPED  TO  THEIR  ULTIMATE  CONCLUSION. 

DEATH  INVESTIGATION  CONSTITUTES  A  HEAVY  RESPONSIBILITY, 
AND  AS  SUCH,  LET  NO  PERSON  DETER  YOU  FROM  THE  TRUTH  AND 
YOUR  OWN  PERSONAL  COMMITMENT  TO  SEE  THAT  JUSTICE  IS  DONE. 
NOT  ONLY  FOR  THE  DECEASED,  BUT  FOR  THE  SURVIVING  FAMILY  AS 
WELL. 

AND  REMEMBER;  "YOU'RE  WORKING  FOR  GOD  " 


/^C'TZsrZ 

Lt  Cmdr  (Ret  >  VHCNON  J  GEBERTH 
NEW  YORK  CITY  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 
FORMER  COMMANDING  OFFICER 
BRONX  HOMICIDE  TASK  FORCE 


C  Vernon  J  Geberth.  1988 


Editor's  Note 


This  textbook  is  part  of  a  series  entitled  “Practical  Aspects  of  Criminal  and 
Forensic  Investigation.”  This  series  was  created  by  Vernon  J.  Geberth,  a 
retired  New  York  City  Police  Department  Lieutenant  Commander,  who  is 
an  author,  educator,  and  consultant  on  homicide  and  forensic  investigations. 

This  series  has  been  designed  to  provide  contemporary,  comprehen¬ 
sive,  and  pragmatic  information,  to  the  practitioner  involved  in  criminal 
and  forensic  investigations. 


Foreword 


Vern  Geberth  has  been  my  friend  and  professional  associate  for  20  years. 
He  has  shared  with  me  his  expertise,  experience,  education,  and  energy 
on  more  than  a  few  occasions. 

All  three  editions  of  Practical  Homicide  Investigation:  Tactics,  Proce¬ 
dures,  and  Forensic  Techniques,  as  well  as  Practical  Homicide  Investigation: 
Checklist  and  Field  Guide,  are  on  a  bookshelf  next  to  my  desk.  My  office 
walls  are  adorned  with  the  popular  “We  Work  for  God®”  cards  and  the 
famous  “Thou  Shalt  Not  Kill”  certificates,  personally  obtained  from  more 
than  one  of  Vern  Geberth’s  “Practical  Homicide  Investigation®”  training 
seminars  and  lectures.  I  know  Vern  Geberth  and  Practical  Homicide  Inves¬ 
tigation,  the  homicide  investigators’  bible;  the  special  agents  of  our  Kansas 
Bureau  of  Investigation  Cold  Case  Squad  carry  his  homicide  textbook 
and  field  guide  in  their  crime  scene  kits. 

Now,  with  the  same  graphic  clarity  with  which  he  defined  both  the 
act  of  murder  and  its  solution  in  his  previous  effort,  Vern  Geberth,  in  Sex- 
Related  Homicide  and  Death  Investigation:  Practical  and  Clinical  Perspec¬ 
tives,  describes  the  evil  of  the  sexual  criminal  and  outlines  the  investigative 
path  to  that  criminal’s  identification,  apprehension,  and  prosecution.  This 
book  combines  theory  and  practice  in  a  refreshing  format.  There  is  a 
minimum  of  theoretical  deliberation  and  a  maximum  of  common  sense. 
He  brings  to  this  publication  the  same  style  of  common  sense,  practicality, 
and  graphic  simplicity  that  characterized  Practical  Homicide  Investigation. 

As  with  Practical  Homicide  Investigation,  the  fainthearted  should  pro¬ 
ceed  with  caution.  In  typical  Geberth  style,  we  do  not  merely  read  of  the 
crime.  The  crime  is  not  simply  described  to  us.  We  are  not  just  told  about 
the  sexual  violation.  We  are  thrust  into  the  crime.  We  are  transported  to 
the  crime  scene.  We  live  it,  we  smell  it,  we  hear  it,  we  see  it,  we  experience 
it,  and  we  feel  it.  And,  we  understand  it. 

In  his  street-working  days,  Commander  Geberth  was  fond  of  referring 
to  himself  as  a  “murder  cop.”  Clearly,  he  was,  and  is,  also  a  “sex  crime  cop.” 

As  always,  he  simplifies  forensics  in  general  and  DNA  in  particular. 
He  simplifies  sexual-criminal  motive  and  sexual-criminal  modus  oper- 
andi.  He  simplifies  investigative  strategy,  of  course,  as  well. 
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I  found  Chapter  2,  with  its  discussion  of  fantasy- driven  behaviors, 
the  “signature  element”  according  to  Vern,  with  the  supporting  case  stud¬ 
ies,  especially  interesting.  As  I  did  Chapter  3,  “Journal  of  a  Serial  Rapist 
—  A  Case  Study.”  However,  interesting  case  studies  and  vivid  presenta¬ 
tions  abound  throughout  all  the  chapters.  It  is  impossible  to  have  a 
favorite  or  nominate  a  best  or  most  useful  chapter. 

In  typical  Geberth  style,  the  author  has  discussed  everything  from 
human  sexuality,  the  initial  crime  scene,  and  the  collection  of  evidence, 
to  child  abduction,  gang-rape-murder,  and  sexual  sadism.  He  does  not 
hesitate  to  address  any  aspect  of  sexual  criminality,  no  matter  how  trou¬ 
bling  or  controversial.  It  is,  quite  simply,  the  best  and  most  thorough  text 
on  the  subject  of  sex-related  homicide  I  have  seen. 

We  have  been  given  yet  another  Geberth  investigative  bible.  And, 
consequently,  the  solution  rate  for  sex  crimes  just  went  up.  That  is  fitting. 
After  all,  “We  work  for  God.” 

Larry  Welch 

Director 

Kansas  Bureau  of  Investigation 
Topeka,  Kansas 


Preface 


Sex-Related  Homicide  and  Death  Investigation:  Practical  and  Clinical  Per¬ 
spectives  was  written  to  address  the  increase  of  sex-related  homicides  and 
deaths  that  law  enforcement  has  encountered  as  we  entered  this  new 
millennium.  The  book  is  based  on  my  more  than  35  years  of  law  enforce¬ 
ment  experience.  Formerly  a  New  York  City  detective,  detective  supervi¬ 
sor,  homicide  commander,  and  now  a  nationwide  homicide  and  forensic 
consultant,  I  have  integrated  this  knowledge  with  my  associations  with 
experts  in  the  spheres  of  forensic  science  and  criminal  investigation.  I 
include  personal  interviews  from  other  homicide  authorities,  and  present 
an  extensive  search  of  forensic  literature,  offering  as  many  actual  case 
histories  as  possible.  My  goal  is  to  provide  a  comprehensive  and  practical 
resource  text  that  will  serve  as  an  investigation  guide  and  clinical  reference 
to  those  involved  in  sex-related  homicide  and  death  investigations. 

Sex-Related  Homicide  and  Death  Investigation:  Practical  and  Clinical 
Perspectives  is  intended  to  be  used  as  a  companion  text  to  my  Practical 
Homicide  Investigation:  Tactics,  Procedures,  and  Forensic  Techniques,  Third 
Edition,  textbook.  The  basic  criminal  investigative  techniques  stressed  in 
my  Practical  Homicide  Investigation  protocols  are  essential  for  effective 
inquiry  into  sudden  and  violent  death. 

Sex-Related  Homicide  and  Death  Investigation:  Practical  and  Clinical 
Perspectives  was  designed  to  provide  the  most  practical  and  conventional 
information  available  to  detectives  responsible  for  conducting  intelligent 
investigations  into  violent  sex-related  homicides  and  sudden  death.  The 
text  also  addresses  specific  types  of  sex-related  homicides.  I  provide  case 
histories  and  practical  examples  of  the  psychopathology  involved,  as  well 
as  some  very  important  clinical  considerations  in  making  determinations 
and  understanding  the  significance  of  the  behaviors  of  the  sexual  offender. 

The  Increase  of  Sex-Related  Homicides  —  A  Personal 
Perspective 

One  could  propose  that  the  etiology  of  an  increase  in  sex-related  homi¬ 
cides  could  be  traced  to  the  mid-1960s.  The  “free-thinking”  professors 
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and  groups  of  radical  student  activists  were  acting  out  on  campus,  along 
with  some  misguided  Ph.D.s,  on  the  academic  level,  who  targeted  and 
attacked  the  “establishment,”  government,  religion,  the  military,  and  any 
other  issue  they  could  think  of  during  the  Vietnam  era  and  the  turbulent 
1960s  decade.  There  was  an  underlying  sexual  theme  to  some  of  these 
protests  (“make  love  not  war”)  many  of  which  included  “in-your-face” 
nudity  and  other  manifestations  of  sexuality,  along  with  the  proliferation 
of  the  experimentation  and  recreational  use  of  drugs. 

The  insidious  devaluation  of  religious  belief,  the  philosophical  ques¬ 
tion  of  whether  or  not  there  was  a  God,  or  a  concept  of  good  and  evil, 
set  the  stage  for  further  outrageous  expression.  I  personally  recall  a  pro¬ 
fessor  asking  a  student,  “Do  you  mean  to  say  that  you  go  to  an  empty 
building  and  pray  to  an  invisible  man?”  The  question  was  meant  to  be 
an  obvious  satire  of  a  person  who  went  to  church  or  temple  and  prayed 
to  God  and  practiced  a  formal  religion. 

In  any  event,  this  breakdown  of  moral  authority,  coupled  with  the 
mentality  of  “do  your  own  thing”  and  “if  it  feels  good,  do  it”  continued 
into  the  1970s  and  1980s  and  certainly  had  an  effect  on  the  moral  fabric 
of  society.  This  was  an  era  when  people  were  encouraged  to  experiment 
with  their  sexuality,  without  reference  to  their  responsibilities  or  the 
consequences  of  their  actions.  Sexual  relationships  were  depicted  as  rec¬ 
reational  sport.  If  one  were  formally  married,  divorce  was  considered  a 
“no-fault”  experience.  Parental  responsibility  was  replaced  with  excuses 
like,  “We  were  young  once,”  “The  kids  will  be  fine,”  “Leave  them  alone,” 
“Let  them  learn  from  experience,”  etc.  The  mantra  of  the  1970s  and  1980s 
was  sexual  freedom  without  consequences. 

This  philosophy  continued  to  spiral  through  the  1990s  and  into  the  new 
millennium.  Society  is  constantly  bombarded  by  Hollywood’s  most  contro¬ 
versial,  provocative,  and  sexually  violent  movies.  Teen  sex,  according  to  a 
recent  study,  has  been  on  the  rise.  A  report  by  researchers  at  Child  Trends 
indicated  that  by  the  time  students  are  in  the  9th  grade,  34%  have  had  sexual 
intercourse.  That  rises  to  60%  by  the  12th  grade.  And,  56%  of  the  respon¬ 
dents  indicated  that  they  had  sex  in  the  family  home  or  at  the  home  of  the 
partner’s  family.  Clearly,  this  research  indicated  that  parents  could  have  a 
significant  impact  on  children’s  decisions  about  sex.  More  importantly,  from 
an  investigative  standpoint,  this  phenomenon  suggests  that  the  level  of 
victimization  can  very  well  increase.  Teenagers,  who  are  at  the  peak  of  their 
sexuality,  may  be  at  greater  risk  to  predators.  Their  reported  inclination 
toward  sexual  intercourse  and  the  allure  of  sexual  activities  among  their 
peers,  coupled  with  the  Internet,  raise  serious  concerns. 

The  advent  of  the  Internet,  which  certainly  represented  technological 
progress,  provides  an  abundance  of  information  and  contacts  that  can  be 
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effectively  utilized  to  make  our  lives  more  comfortable.  Today,  computers 
and  Internet  access  are  affordable  and  available  to  everyone.  The  commercial 
possibilities  of  the  Internet  are  extraordinary.  Many  people  have  personal 
e-mail,  shop  online,  and  use  the  Internet  in  their  day-to-day  activities. 

The  down  side  to  the  Internet  is  that  it  also  provides  contacts,  mate¬ 
rials,  and  information  that  might  not  be  so  beneficial.  “Hacking,”  com¬ 
puter  crime,  stealing  personal  identities,  and  access  to  information  such 
as  bomb  making  are  just  a  few  examples  of  the  problems  presented  by 
the  Internet.  However,  one  of  the  most  potential  evils  of  this  technological 
development  is  the  proliferation  of  pornography  and  the  easy  access  to 
this  material  on  the  Net.  Even  unsolicited  pornography  permeates  the  e- 
mail  of  many  people. 

In  fact,  the  Internet  has  proven  to  be  a  new  sexual  threat,  as  predators 
use  the  Net  as  a  tool  to  seek  out  victims,  stalk  their  prey,  and  literally 
sneak  into  your  home  through  the  telephone  lines.  The  number  of  pedo¬ 
phile-  and  sex-related  events  associated  with  the  Internet  that  law  enforce¬ 
ment  has  encountered  is  undeterminable.  However,  the  author  can  state 
unequivocally  that  there  has  been  a  definite  increase  in  sex-related  events 
since  the  explosion  of  the  Internet. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  society  has  always  had  sexual  perversions. 
In  fact,  in  Psychopathia  Sexualis,  written  by  Richard  von  Krafft-Ebing  in 
1886,  the  reader  is  informed  that  someone,  somewhere,  practiced  just 
about  every  sexual  perversion  one  can  think  of  at  any  given  time  in  history. 
Today,  many  of  these  perversions  are  clinically  referred  to  as  paraphilias. 
Paraphilias  are  recognized  as  diagnosable  sexual  disorders. 

Prior  to  mass  communication  and  distribution  of  sexually  explicit 
materials,  the  individual  who  suffered  from  some  paraphilia  was  consid¬ 
ered  “weird”  or  perverted  and  generally  was  ostracized  by  society.  This 
effectively  neutralized  the  sexual  offender.  However,  today,  the  offender 
can  go  online  and  look  for  materials  related  to  a  specific  sexual  interest. 
The  sexual  pervert  can  go  into  chat  rooms  and  meet  other  perverts. 
Therefore,  this  person  is  able  to  validate  perversion  by  discovering  that 
there  are  others  “just  like  him,”  and  what  he  does  is  quote/unquote  per¬ 
fectly  normal  and  acceptable  behavior. 

Interestingly,  within  the  mainstream,  we  have  reality  TV,  sexually 
explicit  programming  involving  nudity,  vulgarity,  drugs,  and  violence, 
and  “shock  jocks”  advocating  sexual  escapades,  which  further  adds  to  the 
desensitization  of  our  society  to  sexual  issues.  In  fact,  there  are  studies 
that  indicate  that  within  every  hour  of  TV  programming,  there  are  at 
least  five  acts  of  violence.  Obviously,  if  a  child  is  exposed  to  violence,  then 
it  is  only  logical  to  assume  that  the  child  will  respond  with  violence.  If 
the  violence  is  sexual,  then  there  will  be  sexual  violence.  The  consequence 
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is  that  we  in  law  enforcement  have  experienced  an  overwhelming  increase 
in  sex-related  assaults  and  homicides. 

Furthermore,  I  would  suggest  that  although  progress  is  good  and 
beneficial,  and  understanding  our  sexuality  is  healthy,  there  is  a  downside 
to  free  and  unrestrained  expression  of  our  most  primal  instincts.  We,  as 
a  people,  need  the  essential  primary,  secondary,  and  tertiary  restraints, 
such  as  religion,  family,  and  societal  responsibility,  to  maintain  a  moral, 
civilized,  and  decent  life.  Respect  for  one  another  is  taught  through  exam¬ 
ple.  It  is  known  as  modeling  and  is  nurtured  through  conditioning  and 
reinforced  by  behavior.  When  a  society’s  moral  compass  is  sharp  and  clear 
with  recognized  boundaries  of  acceptable  behavior,  mores,  and  values, 
then  sexual  deviance  is  recognized  for  its  evil. 

I  would  suggest  that  as  a  nation  we  may  have  raised  a  generation  of 
psychopaths  through  a  very  liberal  and  irresponsible  atmosphere.  This 
atmosphere  encourages  the  types  of  behavior  we  have  sadly  come  to 
accept  through  a  new  definition  of  tolerance.  Many  deviant  behaviors 
have  been  “normalized”  in  recent  years,  as  evidenced  in  the  American 
Psychiatric  Association’s  revised  Diagnostic  and  Statistical  Manual  of  Men¬ 
tal  Disorders ™  IV.  Decades  of  political  pressure  by  advocacy  groups  and 
ideologues  have  left  society  with  the  inability  to  recognize  sexual  deviance. 
And,  more  importantly,  society  has  been  desensitized  to  a  point  where 
the  unacceptable  is  now  acceptable. 

This  ultimately  contributed  to  the  current  situation.  We  now  have 
an  increase  in  sexual  predators  and  sexual  deviance  and  an  increase  in 
serial  killers. 


Are  There  More  Serial  Killers  Today? 

One  of  the  questions  I  am  constantly  asked  is,  “Are  there  more  serial  killers 
today  than  before.  Or,  is  it  just  that  serial  killers  are  more  researched?”  It 
is  an  interesting  question  and  a  legitimate  insinuation  regarding  the 
research  on  serial  killers. 

In  my  opinion,  as  a  society,  we  inadvertently  elevated  the  most  rep¬ 
rehensible  elements  of  the  human  race  to  celebrity  status  through  the 
many  books,  TV  shows,  movies,  and  even  games  that  have  been  designed 
around  the  serial  killer.  If  an  inadequate  individual  perceives  that  being 
a  serial  killer  will  provide  recognition  and  notoriety,  an  abundance  of 
study  materials  and  literature  are  available  to  provide  a  frame  of  reference 
with  which  to  achieve  this  goal. 

In  fact,  many  serial  murderers  were  “students”  of  serial  killings  and 
read  about  the  activities  of  other  serial  murderers  in  the  many  popular 
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books  detailing  these  cases.  I  have  cases  in  which  serial  killers  have  rep¬ 
licated  the  activities  of  other  serial  killers  in  an  attempt  to  enhance  and 
expand  on  their  own  psychosexual  needs. 

The  United  States  has  the  dubious  distinction  of  having  the  most  serial 
killers  of  any  civilized  country  in  the  world.  I  would  suggest  that  the 
upsurge  of  serial  killers  through  the  1970s  to  the  present  once  again  might 
be  traced  to  a  sequence  of  events  in  our  society  beginning  in  the  mid-1960s. 

Many  persons  who  were  serial  rapists  escalated  to  serial  killers.  They 
kill  their  victims  rather  than  risk  identification  and  jail.  The  whole  attitude 
and  mindset  of  “it’s  someone  else’s  fault  and  I’m  not  responsible”  has 
permeated  our  society.  The  truth  of  the  matter  is  that  the  sex-related  cases 
that  I  am  encountering  today  are  more  frequent,  vicious,  and  despicable 
than  what  I  ever  experienced  as  a  professional  homicide  cop  in  a  major 
city  police  department. 

The  sexual  stimulation  of  inadequate  personalities  is  partly  to  blame 
for  the  upsurge  in  sexual  crimes  involving  assault  and  murder.  Psycho¬ 
pathy  accounts  for  the  balance.  Therefore,  the  answer  is,  yes,  there  are 
more  serial  killers  today,  and  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  research  or  the 
available  data.  In  my  opinion  as  an  expert  in  homicide  investigations, 
without  a  doubt,  we  have  had  a  proliferation  in  serial  murder  events  as 
well  as  sex-related  homicides. 


The  Investigative  Response 

Homicide  investigation  is  a  profound  duty  with  awesome  responsibilities. 
It  requires  the  professional  homicide  detective  to  develop  an  understand¬ 
ing  of  the  dynamics  of  human  behavior  as  well  as  the  essential  details  of 
professional  investigation. 

The  world  of  the  homicide  detective  is  permeated  with  human  trag¬ 
edies,  which  involve  a  variety  of  sudden  and  violent  death  scenarios.  Many 
of  these  events,  which  are  seemingly  beyond  the  comprehension  of  the 
average  person,  reveal  motivations  and  patterns  of  repetition  that  are 
recognized  by  the  experienced  homicide  detective.  Professional  homicide 
investigators  become  keenly  aware  of  the  reality  of  death  and  the  impact 
it  has  on  society  and  the  surviving  family. 

Within  this  text,  the  author  presents  a  variety  of  the  most  horrific 
sex-related  murders  cases  imaginable.  It  is  of  vital  importance  that  the 
investigator  be  prepared  to  confront  the  reality  of  this  evil  so  that  a 
professional  investigation  can  be  conducted. 

This  textbook  stresses  the  basics,  indicates  the  practicalities  of  cer¬ 
tain  investigative  techniques,  and  provides  the  reader  with  patterns  upon 
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which  to  build  a  solid  foundation  for  a  prosecutable  case.  There  is 
deliberate  repetition  throughout  the  text:  I  have  strategically  placed  these 
cues  throughout,  because  certain  investigative  principles  can  never  be 
stressed  enough. 

Sex-Related  Homicide  and  Death  Investigation:  Practical  and  Clinical 
Perspectives  begins  with  a  comprehensive  discussion  of  human  sexuality 
and  sexual  deviance,  along  with  clinical  references  and  case  examples, 
followed  by  an  analysis  of  the  significance  of  fantasy  as  it  relates  to  sex- 
related  homicide  and  death  investigations.  In  Chapter  3,  the  author  pro¬ 
vides  a  case  history  involving  a  serial  rapist  who  kept  a  journal  in  which 
he  described  his  day-to-day  life  as  well  as  his  sexual  thoughts  and  fantasies. 
In  this  “Journal  of  Depravity,”  the  offender’s  chilling  personal  accounts 
provided  authorities  with  a  graphic  description  of  each  of  his  sexual 
assaults.  It  also  presented  an  unprecedented  and  comprehensive  assess¬ 
ment  of  the  thinking  processes  of  a  serial  rapist’s  mind,  which  validates 
much  of  the  research  on  sexual  predators. 

The  author  then  presents  the  crucial  dynamics  involved  in  the  search 
of  the  crime  scene.  The  crime  scene  search  is  the  most  important  phase  of 
the  investigation  conducted  at  the  scene.  In  Sex-Related  Homicide  and  Death 
Investigation:  Practical  and  Clinical  Perspectives,  a  discussion  of  legal  con¬ 
siderations  in  the  crime  scene  search  process  is  included.  Major  decisions 
of  the  courts  restricting  admissibility  of  testimonial  evidence  have  signifi¬ 
cantly  increased  the  value  of  physical  evidence  in  homicide  investigations. 

The  author  presents  various  types  of  physical  evidence  encountered 
in  sex-related  homicides  as  well  as  trace  evidence,  the  concept  of  linkage, 
and  the  importance  of  the  “primary  crime  scene.”  Within  this  chapter, 
there  is  a  discussion  of  the  preliminary  steps  to  be  taken  at  the  scene  as 
well  as  an  in-depth  presentation  on  the  crime  scene  search,  the  search  of 
the  body,  and  the  crime  scene  photographs  to  be  taken.  The  chapter’s 
conclusion  includes  a  series  of  checklists,  including  a  Sex-Related  Crime 
Scene  Checklist. 

In  Chapter  6,  the  recovery  and  collection  of  evidence  in  sex-related 
homicide  and  death  investigations  are  discussed  and  are  of  paramount 
importance  to  the  overall  investigation.  This  will  include  types  and  clas¬ 
sifications  of  evidence  as  well  as  direct  and  indirect  transfer.  There  are 
guidelines  on  how  to  collect  and  preserve  specific  types  and  pieces  of 
evidence,  as  well  as  field  testing  and  related  topics,  along  with  reference 
to  explicit  case  histories.  The  focus  in  this  chapter  is  on  the  most  common 
types  and  pieces  of  evidence  recovered  in  sex-related  investigations.  I 
present  an  up-to-date  section  on  DNA  analysis,  which  will  provide  the 
reader  with  the  most  current  and  practical  application  of  this  DNA 
technology. 
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The  focus  in  Sex-Related  Homicide  and  Death  Investigation:  Practical 
and  Clinical  Perspectives  will  then  move  to  specific  types  of  sex-related 
deaths  in  chapter  format,  to  include  Sexual  Asphyxia,  Rape-  and  Sodomy- 
Oriented  Murder,  Domestic  Violence  Homicides,  Lust  Murder  and  Devi¬ 
ant-Oriented  Assault,  Serial  Murder,  and  Child  Murder  and  Child  Abduc¬ 
tion  Homicides. 

The  author  includes  a  chapter  on  “The  Sex  Slave  Torture  and  Serial 
Murder”  case,  which  involved  a  serial  killer  who  designed  his  own  torture 
chamber.  This  case  history  is  presented  for  its  relationship  to  Chapter  2, 
“The  Investigative  Significance  of  Fantasy  in  Sex-Related  Incidents,”  and 
Chapter  14,  “Psychopathic  Sexual  Sadism  —  A  Clinical  Study.”  This  case 
history  includes  the  actual  taped  transcripts  of  the  offender’s  instructions 
to  his  sex  slaves.  The  transcripts  go  into  graphic  detail,  as  the  offender 
describes  the  various  sexual  acts  and  perversions  that  the  victim  will 
endure.  The  text  then  continues  with  an  updated  and  expanded  chapter 
on  criminal  profiling,  entitled  “The  Investigative  Analysis:  Criminal  Per¬ 
sonality  Profiling  and  the  Signature  Aspect.”  Topics  discussed  are  the 
typology  of  offenders,  Organized  and  Disorganized,  The  Investigative 
Approach  to  Profiling,  Clinical  Considerations  and  Descriptions  of 
Behavior,  Crime  Scene  and  Profile:  Characteristics  of  Organized  and  Dis¬ 
organized  Murderers,  Criminal  Personality  Profiling  —  The  Signature 
Aspect  in  Criminal  Investigation,  and  Linkage  Blindness. 

In  conclusion,  an  in-depth  clinical  study  of  psychopathic  sexual 
sadism  is  presented. 

In  Chapter  14,  serial  murderers,  who  violated  their  victims  sexually, 
are  examined  as  reported  within  the  journalistic,  academic,  and  law 
enforcement  literature.  This  examination  is  based  on  the  author’s  expe¬ 
rience  and  case  studies  that  he  has  personally  been  involved  in,  as  well  as 
a  clinical  study  reported  in  the  Journal  of  Forensic  Science.  The  author’s 
intention  and  goal  in  this  chapter  are  to  suggest  that  the  dual  diagnosis 
of  psychopathic  sexual  sadism  best  describes  offenders  who  obtain  intense 
sexual  arousal  while  violating  their  victims  and  engage  in  sexually  sadistic 
activities,  including  torture,  mutilation,  or  killing  to  achieve  sexual  grat¬ 
ification.  In  the  author’s  opinion,  psychopathy  coupled  with  sexual  sadism 
and  evidence  of  deviant  sexual  arousal  clearly  indicates  dangerousness  and 
the  potential  for  recidivism. 


A  Psychology  of  Evil 

In  Chapter  14,  the  author  fully  discusses  the  concept  of  a  “psychology 
of  evil.”  However,  in  this  Preface,  it  is  reiterated  that  there  is  good  and 
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evil  in  the  world.  I  believe  that  the  outrageous  atrocity  visited  upon  the 
World  Trade  Center  in  New  York  City,  The  Pentagon  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  and  citizens  of  the  United  States  by  an  Islamic  evil  orchestrated 
by  Osama  bin  Laden  was  a  heinous  attack  on  humankind.  This  was  an 
evil  act  of  genocide  perpetrated  by  fanatics,  who  shrouded  themselves 
in  a  religious  cause  by  bastardizing  the  legitimate  religion  of  Islam.  There 
are  many  manifestations  of  evil  —  political,  religious,  educational,  busi¬ 
ness,  etc. 

However,  in  this  text,  we  will  focus  on  sexual  evil.  There  is  a  devel¬ 
opmental  process  involved  in  evil.  In  my  opinion,  people  are  not  born 
evil.  We  have  free  will  and  can  choose  to  do  good  or  bad.  An  evil  person 
exercises  free  will  and  chooses  to  do  evil,  and  characteristically,  is  hedo¬ 
nistic  and  feels  superior  to  other  human  beings. 

There  are  people  who  are  sexual  psychopaths  and  serial  murderers 
who  kill  because  they  like  to  kill.  These  killers  have  conscious  and  detailed 
plans  to  murder.  They  certainly  know  right  from  wrong  —  they  just  do 
not  give  a  damn.  Their  fundamental  mechanism  of  conscience,  respon¬ 
sibility,  and  feeling  for  fellow  human  beings  is  totally  lacking.  Their  will 
to  do  evil  takes  precedence  over  humanity.  Evil  people  take  and  destroy 
lives  without  the  least  bit  of  hesitation  or  remorse,  because  they  are  evil. 
Many  of  the  cases  within  this  text  are  representative  of  that  evil. 


Our  Mission 


Homicide  investigators  have  a  mission.  Our  mission  is  to  bring  justice  to 
the  deceased  and  their  surviving  families.  We  do  this  by  conducting  a 
professional  and  intelligent  investigation,  which  results  in  the  identifica¬ 
tion  and  apprehension  of  the  killer  and  the  successful  prosecution  of  the 
case.  In  order  to  conduct  an  efficient  and  effective  investigation,  the 
detective  first  concentrates  on  the  mechanical  aspects  of  the  death,  i.e., 
motives  and  methods,  wound  structures,  crime  scene  reconstruction,  the 
cause,  manner,  and  time  of  death,  as  well  as  other  factors  that  provide 
clues  to  the  dynamics  of  the  event. 

The  professional  homicide  investigator  must  learn  to  deal  with  death 
in  a  clinical  manner.  Detectives  should  afford  themselves  an  emotional 
insulation  by  not  projecting  a  personality  into  the  body.  Personally  speak¬ 
ing,  if  you  begin  to  look  upon  that  body  as  your  wife,  daughter,  son,  mother, 
or  father,  you  are  going  to  lose  that  professional  objectivity  which  is  so 
necessary  in  the  murder  inquiry.  My  way  of  dealing  with  the  reality  of 
sudden  and  violent  death  is  having  a  strong  belief  in  God  and  a  belief  in 
a  higher  order  of  things  in  our  existence.  My  theology  informs  me  that 
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there  is  an  afterlife,  and  I  believe  that  the  soul  of  the  murder  victim  has 
left  the  body. 

In  real  life,  you  get  only  one  shot  at  the  homicide  crime  scene  and  a 
limited  opportunity  to  question  the  suspect.  Therefore,  I  recommend  that 
the  reader  follow  the  investigative  checklists  and  basic  principles  in  this 
text  and  then  follow  the  principles  that  I  have  espoused  from  my  first 
edition  of  Practical  Homicide  published  in  1983,  to  the  present.  Remem¬ 
ber:  “Things  are  not  always  as  they  appear  to  be,”  and  “Do  it  right  the  first 
time,  you  only  get  one  chance.” 

Death  investigation  constitutes  a  heavy  responsibility,  and  as  such,  no 
person,  system,  or  circumstance  should  deter  you  from  the  truth  and  your 
own  personal  commitment  to  see  that  justice  is  done,  not  only  for  the 
deceased  but  also  for  the  surviving  family.  That  is  why  my  personal 
philosophy  as  a  murder  cop  is: 

Remember:  We  Work  for  God®. 

Vernon  J.  Geberth 
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Introduction 


For  murder,  though  it  have  no  tongue,  will  speak 
with  most  miraculous  organ. 


Hamlet  Act  ii  Sc.  2 


Like  his  earlier  work,  Practical  Homicide  Investigation:  Tactics,  Procedures, 
and  Forensic  Techniques,  Third  Edition,  Vernon  Geberth’s  new  text,  Sex- 
Related  Homicide  and  Death  Investigations:  Practical  and  Clinical  Perspec¬ 
tives,  will  become  yet  another  bible  for  America’s  detectives.  Law  enforce¬ 
ment  today  is  confronted  with  devious  and  cunning  criminals  who  lurk 
the  Internet  to  find  their  victims,  use  condoms  to  avoid  leaving  DNA 
behind,  and  study  the  works  of  other  serial  murderers  to  better  conceal 
their  crimes.  Written  for  the  practitioner  in  the  trenches,  and  without 
academic  psychobabble,  Geberth  arms  today’s  homicide  detectives  and 
those  who  deal  with  sexual  predators  with  the  ammunition  they  need  to 
enter  into  a  new  millennium  crowded  with  deviant  criminal  predators. 

In  this  “no  excuses”  analysis  of  the  psychology  of  evil,  the  author 
brings  his  extensive  expertise  and  knowledge  to  dissect  the  thought  pro¬ 
cesses  that  underlie  these  sex  offenders.  By  detailing  the  case  histories  of 
specific  murders  as  well  as  the  practical  knowledge  he  has  gleaned  from 
thousands  of  investigations,  he  provides  critical  information  that  can 
explain  the  inexplicable  at  crime  scenes.  Once  armed  with  an  understand¬ 
ing  of  the  spectrum  of  behaviors  of  sexual  predators,  a  crime  scene 
investigator  is  much  more  likely  to  discern  the  hidden  clues  at  a  scene. 
To  track  a  murderer,  the  detective  must  know  and  anticipate  his  target, 
a  feat  made  simpler  through  the  candid  education  of  what  makes  the 
sexual  murderer  tick. 

Since  my  first  visit  to  a  homicide  scene  over  20  years  ago,  I  have 
continued  to  learn  about  the  nuances  of  murder  investigations  and  the 
psychology  of  those  who  murder.  Through  much  of  the  last  3  decades, 
Vernon  Geberth  has  been  a  primary  source  of  my  developing  knowledge. 
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As  a  friend,  counselor,  and  expert  witness,  he  has  helped  me  build  cases 
and  successfully  prosecute  murderers.  For  those  of  us  in  law  enforcement, 
his  published  works  on  homicide  investigations  are  required  reading. 

For  many,  murder  is  an  abstraction.  Employed  by  novelists,  filmmak¬ 
ers,  even  video  game  developers,  it  is  intended  to  fascinate,  intrigue,  revile, 
and  excite.  Hannibal  the  Cannibal  is  as  well  known  in  our  society  as  Jack 
the  Ripper.  But  for  those  of  us  whose  careers  have  included  late  night 
visits  to  gruesome  homicide  scenes,  murder  —  and  murderers  —  are 
hardly  entertainment.  The  reality  of  death  at  another’s  hands  is  the  most 
horrific  of  crimes.  To  sit  with  surviving  family  members,  friends,  and 
loved  ones  of  a  murder  victim  is  a  gut-wrenching  experience.  In  short, 
for  police  officers,  prosecutors,  and  forensic  scientists,  murder  is  no  game. 

In  Sex-Related  Homicide  and  Death  Investigation:  Practical  and  Clinical 
Perspectives,  the  reader  is  taken  on  a  journey  through  the  practical  and 
complex  factors  involved  in  the  investigation  and  prosecution  of  sex- 
related  murder.  From  the  work  of  addressing  the  crime  scene,  harvesting 
evidence,  recording  crucial  details  on  film  and  from  interviews  with  wit¬ 
nesses,  to  DNA  analysis,  profiling,  the  interrogation  of  suspects,  and  other 
homicide  investigation  strategies,  this  book  becomes  a  “how  to”  explana¬ 
tion  for  police,  prosecutors,  and  others  whose  purpose  is  to  understand 
the  complicated  and  difficult  work  in  which  we  are  engaged. 

No  police  academy,  police  department,  or  prosecutor’s  office  should 
be  without  this  important  and  informative  work.  If  murder,  as  Shakes¬ 
peare  suggested,  does  speak,  Geberth  has  provided  all  of  us  with  the 
amplifier  through  which  we  will  hear  its  voice. 

Jeanine  Pirro 

District  Attorney 

Westchester  County  District  Attorney’s  Office 
White  Plains,  New  York 
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Human  Sexuality  and 
Sexual  Deviance 


Human  Sexuality 

The  roots  of  our  human  sexuality  are  found  in  the  reproductive  system 
and  the  ability  to  procreate.  At  the  lower  levels  of  the  polygenetic  scale 
of  animal  life,  the  reproductive  processes  are  not  sexual.  They  are  essen¬ 
tially  preprogrammed  into  all  living  organisms  and  are  more  or  less 
“automatic.”  This  automatic  reproductive  process  allows  for  the  procre¬ 
ation  of  species  and  the  continuing  life  cycles  that  we  know  as  nature. 
There  are  microscopic  creatures  that  bypass  sexual  union  and  simply 
reproduce  by  dividing.  Other  organisms  may  be  hermaphroditic  and 
fulfill  the  function  of  both  males  and  females.  In  the  him  Jurassic  Park, 
scientists  were  able  to  clone  the  DNA  of  ancient  dinosaurs.  Their  plan 
was  to  reproduce  this  long  extinct  species  for  viewing  and  studying  in  an 
upscale  version  of  an  amusement  park.  Obviously,  something  went  hor¬ 
ribly  wrong  when  the  more  vicious  and  dangerous  dinosaurs  suddenly 
started  to  reproduce  and  began  to  hunt  the  scientists.  I  am  sure  that  the 
audience  may  have  been  shocked  to  learn  that  the  carnivorous  dinosaurs 
were  able  to  reproduce  themselves,  because  they  were  hermaphroditic. 
The  movie  proposed  that  these  ancient  dinosaurs  could  have  threatened 
the  annihilation  of  mankind. 

Anyone  who  watches  the  Discovery  channel  as  well  as  other  wildlife 
documentaries  becomes  knowledgeable  about  the  various  mating  habits 
of  different  species.  Research  and  studies  indicate  that  the  sense  of  smell 
dominates  the  procreative  processes  in  male  animals.  The  male  animal 
engages  in  mating  and  services  more  than  one  female  of  their  species. 
In  herding  species,  a  dominant  male  defends  his  position  by  his  physical 


1 


2 


Sex-Related  Homicide  and  Death  Investigation 


superiority  over  the  other  males  in  the  herd.  He  provides  stud  service 
to  the  female  when  she  is  in  heat  and  may  service  several  of  the  females 
in  the  herd.  Likewise,  dogs  and  cats  only  breed  when  the  female  is  in 
estrus,  or  in  heat,  and  gives  off  a  vaginal  odor  or  pheromone  that  attracts 
the  males. 

Money  (1986)  referred  to  other  research  on  troop  bonding  primates 
and  their  resemblance  to  human  societies.  Studies  of  the  behaviors  of  The 
Great  Apes  has  inferred  that  male  and  female  primates  turn  each  other 
on  heterosexually  by  something  that  first  pertains  to  vision,  smell,  or 
sound,  and  then  to  touch  and  pressure  sensation. 

Money  (1986)  referenced  an  experiment  in  which  movies  of  chim¬ 
panzee  copulation  were  shown  to  a  pair  of  sexually  lethargic  chimpanzees. 
The  chimps  became  erotically  aroused,  suggesting  that  primates  were 
subject  to  visual  stimulation. 

Human  Beings 

As  we  move  up  the  biological  scale  to  humankind,  the  reproductive  pro¬ 
cess  becomes  sexual  in  nature.  Human  beings  are  at  the  high  end  of  the 
polygenetic  scale  of  life,  with  an  intricate  arousal  and  response  system 
that  involves  fantasy-driven  behaviors  as  well  as  wide-ranging  diversities 
of  human  sexuality. 

Reproduction  is  no  longer  based  on  an  automatic  response  system. 
Instead,  it  requires  the  mutual  cooperation  and  mutual  participation  of 
two  or  more  organisms  having  differentiated  roles  in  the  procreative 
process,  which  thus  becomes  more  complicated. 

The  Five  Major  Biological  Categories  or  Levels  in 
Establishing  Gender 

•  Chromosomal  sex:  This  is  determined  by  the  chromosomes 
present  in  the  male  sperm  and  female  egg. 

•  The  gonads:  Early  on  within  the  embryo,  they  are  bipotential. 

•  The  hormones. 

•  Sex  of  the  internal  reproductive  organs. 

•  Sex  of  the  external  genitalia. 

The  fetus  develops  within  the  womb,  and  at  birth,  the  child  is  ana¬ 
tomically  either  a  male  child  or  a  female  child.  Birth  and  subsequent 
development  of  the  child  are  subject  to  a  host  of  outside  environmental 
factors.  Gender  identification  and  how  little  boys  are  treated  vs.  little  girls, 
the  introduction  of  gender-specific  toys  and  play  are  all  significant  factors 
that  influence  the  development  of  the  child. 
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In  some  cases,  an  anomaly  may  occur  in  which  a  child  is  born  with 
the  genitalia  of  both  a  male  and  a  female.  This  is  referred  to  as  hermaph¬ 
roditism.  It  is  a  recognized  birth  defect,  usually  involving  a  female  child 
with  a  penis.  This  condition  is  surgically  corrected,  and  the  child  will 
develop  into  a  mature  young  woman. 

In  some  instances,  a  person  will  desire  to  be  rid  of  his  own  genitals 
and  live  as  the  opposite  sex.  Sex  change  operations  can  be  performed  to 
allow  for  this  adjustment  but  not  until  the  person  goes  through  extensive 
therapy  and  hormone  treatment.  Both  men  and  women  have  had  success¬ 
ful  transsexual  operations.  Usually,  it  is  the  male  who  wishes  to  become 
a  female.  However,  there  are  also  a  number  of  cases  in  which  women  opted 
to  become  males.  Obviously,  it  is  easier  for  a  male  to  become  a  female 
than  vice  versa,  due  to  the  surgical  reconstruction  of  the  genitalia. 

The  Sexual  Brain 

The  developing  brain  is  susceptible  to  the  influence  of  the  hormones. 
According  to  Money,  the  primordial  template  was  designed  to  create  Eve 
not  Adam.  Masculinization  of  the  brain  requires  something  to  be  added 
to  the  neurochemistries,  typically  a  hormone  (Money,  1986). 

Testosterone  is  primarily  the  hormone  that  brings  about  the  mascu- 
linization  of  the  brain. 

However,  according  to  Money,  all  of  the  sex  hormones  are  human 
hormones,  which  are  made  in  the  body  from  cholesterol.  First,  progest¬ 
erone  is  made.  Enzymatically,  it  is  converted  into  testosterone,  and  tes¬ 
tosterone  is  converted  into  estradiol.  It  is  the  ratio  of  these  three  hormones 
that  is  different  in  males  and  females  (Money,  1986). 

Limbic  System  of  the  Brain 


•  Strictly  mental  events  like  fantasies  are  the  product  of  the  cerebral 
cortex. 

•  The  limbic  system  plays  an  important  part  in  determining  sexual 
behaviors  (cingulate  gyrus,  the  septal  area,  the  amygdala,  the  hip¬ 
pocampus,  and  parts  of  the  hypothalamus). 

•  The  hypothalamus  or  “pleasure  center”  stores  pleasurable  memo¬ 
ries  and  is  the  nucleus  of  our  “fantasy  system.” 

Birth  is  an  extremely  traumatic  experience  for  the  child.  The  fetus, 
very  comfortably  encapsulated  within  the  womb,  which  is  filled  with 
amniotic  fluid,  is  not  exposed  to  the  ordeal  of  the  outside  world.  When 
the  water  breaks  and  the  baby  comes  into  this  outside  world,  it  is  subject 
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to  a  sudden  and  dramatic  temperature  change,  as  well  as  lights  and 
sounds  and  other  environmental  factors  that  might  be  described  as  over¬ 
whelming.  This  tiny  living  being  is  basically  a  data-free  hard  drive  subject 
to  input.  Early  input  is  primarily  sensory  and  tactile,  received  during 
child  care. 

The  first  recognition  for  the  child  is  usually  the  mother,  especially  in 
cases  of  breastfeeding.  Recognition  of  the  father  and  other  family  mem¬ 
bers  follows  shortly  thereafter,  during  the  cognitive  development  of  the 
child.  Programming  of  the  child’s  brain  to  outside  stimuli  is  based  upon 
the  parenting  and  child  care  provided  to  the  baby.  Feeding  and  cleaning 
of  the  baby  as  well  as  the  holding  and  comfort  provided  by  the  parents 
are  pleasurable  sensory  postnatal  inputs  involving  touch,  vision,  and  hear¬ 
ing,  which  are  recorded  in  the  hypothalamus  of  the  brain.  These  pleasur¬ 
able  memories  are  stored  in  the  hypothalamus  of  the  brain,  which  is  the 
pleasure  center  and  the  nucleus  of  a  yet  to  be  developed  fantasy  system. 
For  instance,  a  child  lying  in  his  or  her  crib  smiling  or  cooing  could  be 
said  to  be  fantasizing.  Of  course,  the  fantasy  is  not  sexual  but  is  based 
upon  the  recall  of  those  pleasurable  sensations.  As  infants  develop,  they 
become  aware  of  the  sensuousness  of  their  genitals.  The  earliest  recorded 
manifestation  of  human  sexual  rehearsal  is  in  the  womb.  By  sonogram, 
it  has  been  possible  to  take  a  picture  of  an  unborn  boy’s  penis  in  a  state 
of  erection.  There  is  currently  no  technique  for  recording  the  correspond¬ 
ing  phenomenon  of  vulval  vasocongestion  of  the  unborn  girl.  Episodes 
of  nocturnal  penile  tumescence  (NPT)  have  been  associated  with  REM 
(rapid  eye  movement)  phases  of  sleep,  which  are  ascertained  later  in  life 
to  be  associated  with  dreaming,  including  erotic  dreaming.  NPT  contin¬ 
ues  throughout  childhood  and  peaks  at  puberty.  Because  of  the  measure¬ 
ment  difficulties,  little  is  known  about  nocturnal  vulval  congestion  in  girls 
and  women,  except  that  it  occurs. 

During  the  first  year  of  life,  human  infants  discover  the  sensuousness 
of  their  genitals  in  response  to  rhythmic  pressure,  squeezing,  rubbing, 
touching,  and  thrusting.  By  age  3  or  4,  at  naptime  or  bedtime,  if  children 
are  in  close  proximity,  side  by  side,  rhythmic  pelvis  thrusting  may  be 
observed,  perhaps  in  association  with  rhythmic  thumb  sucking.  At  age  3 
or  4,  children  begin  to  engage  in  flirtatious  rehearsal  play.  At  age  5,  as  the 
number  of  children  of  the  same  age  interact  with  one  another,  the  flirta¬ 
tious  play  becomes  boyfriend-girlfriend  playmate  romance.  According  to 
Money  (1986),  for  many  children,  sexual  rehearsal  play  is  equated  with 
playing  doctors  and  nurses.  Whether  or  not  you  believe  in  the  theories 
of  Freud  or  Piaget,  the  fact  of  the  matter  is  that  children  need  to  have 
negotiated  through  the  various  levels,  such  as  the  oral,  anal,  and  genital 
stages,  to  be  able  to  function  effectively  as  adults. 
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Money  (1986)  pointed  out  that  the  most  vulnerable  years  for  lovemap 
vandalism  are  likely  to  be  between  the  ages  of  5  and  8.  More  importantly, 
Money  pointed  out  that  the  years  between  8  and  puberty  are  not  years 
of  latency,  as  they  previously  were  deemed  to  be. 

A  child  born  into  today’s  society  does  not  have  the  luxury  of  a  “latency 
period.”  There  is  constant  bombardment  of  sexual  imagery  and  themes 
played  out  on  television  and  movies  and  kid  shows,  including  cartoons, 
in  which  male  and  female  characters  interact  in  a  “boy  meets  girl”  sce¬ 
nario.  If  the  child  has  older  siblings,  he  or  she  has  a  real-life  model  to 
emulate  and  imitate  in  child  developmental  patterns. 

In  MTV  presentations,  which  oftentimes  have  underlying  sexual  mes¬ 
sages,  visual  stimulation  is  provided.  With  the  use  of  computers,  addi¬ 
tional  avenues  of  information  and  stimulation  as  well  as  other 
opportunities  to  explore  the  world  of  sexual  interactions  are  provided. 
These  avenues  could  very  well  provide  misinformation  and  unwanted 
communication  by  perverts  who  use  chat  rooms  to  engage  unwitting 
children  in  inappropriate  dialogue. 

Major  psychosexual  traumas  during  this  period  may  very  well  disrupt 
the  normal  development  and  consolidation  of  the  child’s  lovemap. 

As  the  child  reaches  puberty,  the  body  begins  to  release  the  sexual 
hormones.  The  hypothalamus,  which  was  the  storehouse  of  the  early 
sensory  pleasurable  memories,  now  functions  as  the  pleasure  center,  pro¬ 
ducing  pleasurable  memories  with  a  sexual  theme,  which  are  recognized 
as  fantasies.  These  fantasies  are  incorporated  into  the  individual’s  lovemap. 

Lovemaps 

Dr.  John  Money  introduced  the  term  “lovemap”  to  describe  the  phenom¬ 
ena.  According  to  Money  (1986): 

A  lovemap  is  not  present  at  birth.  Like  a  native  language, 
it  differentiates  within  a  few  years  thereafter.  It  is  a  de¬ 
velopmental  representation  or  template  in  your 
mind/brain,  and  is  dependent  on  input  through  the  spe¬ 
cial  senses.  It  depicts  your  idealized  lover  and  what,  as  a 
pair,  you  do  together  in  the  idealized,  romantic,  erotic, 
and  sexualized  relationship.  A  lovemap  exists  in  mental 
imagery  first,  in  dreams  and  fantasies,  and  then  may  be 
translated  into  action  with  a  partner  or  partners,  (p.  xvi) 

According  to  Money  (1986),  primates,  specifically  humans,  are  sexuo- 
erotically  unfinished  at  birth  and  are  susceptible  to  postnatal  inputs.  The 
completion  of  the  programming  of  the  human  brain  is  dependent  upon 
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postnatal  input  from  the  environment  through  the  special  senses,  partic¬ 
ularly  touch,  vision,  and  hearing.  During  this  phase  of  postnatal  input, 
the  human  brain  is  susceptible  to  having  its  sexuoerotic  programming 
augmented  and  embellished  with  what  will,  by  puberty,  be  manifested  as 
paraphilia  (Money,  1986). 

These  lovemap  patterns  are  related  to  human  development  and  are 
influenced  by  biological  aspects  as  well  as  the  environment.  Lovemap 
patterns  develop  in  heterosexuals  and  homosexuals.  The  relative  brain 
connections  involved  are  formulated  between  the  ages  of  5  and  8. 

According  to  Money  (1986),  “...it  is  reasonable  to  infer  that  the 
lovemaps  of  the  majority,  if  not  all  of  the  children,  turn  out  to  be  hetero¬ 
sexual”  (Money  and  Ehrhardt,  1972,  as  cited  in  Money,  1986,  p.  18). 

Like  a  native  language,  a  person’s  lovemap  also  bears  the  mark  of  his 
own  individuality,  or  accent.  Once  a  lovemap  is  formed,  it  is  extremely 
resistant  to  change. 

Also  according  to  Money  (1986),  “Under  optimum  conditions,  pre- 
natally  and  postnatally,  a  lovemap  differentiates  as  heterosexual  without 
complexities.  Age-concordant,  gender-different,  sexuoerotic  rehearsal 
play  in  infancy  and  childhood  is  prerequisite  to  healthy  heterosexual 
lovemap  formation”  (p.  xvi). 

According  to  Money  (1986),  a  person’s  lovemap,  like  a  native  lan¬ 
guage,  bears  the  mark  of  his  own  unique  individuality,  or  accent.  Even 
though  it  may  be  a  conventionally  heterosexual  one,  it  is  usually  quite 
specific  as  to  details  of  the  physiognomy,  build,  race,  and  color  of  the 
ideal  lover,  not  to  mention  temperament,  manner,  and  so  on. 

It  is  during  the  dating-game  years  that  individuals  seek  mates  with 
similar  lovemaps  and  couple  off  to  get  married.  You  certainly  have  heard 
the  expression  that  “there  is  someone  for  everyone  out  there.”  Interest¬ 
ingly,  the  lovemaps  of  couples  become  integrated  over  the  years,  as  they 
recognize  each  other’s  sexual  needs  and  programs  of  sexuoerotic  activ¬ 
ities.  As  an  example,  I  often  ask  my  class:  “If  someone  was  to  crawl  into 
your  bed  in  the  middle  of  the  night  and  proceed  to  make  love  to  your 
spouse,  your  spouse  should  know  it’s  not  you,  RIGHT?”  It  not  only  gets 
a  laugh  but  also  brings  home  the  point  that  I  am  trying  to  convey  about 
the  significance  and  individuality  of  our  sexuality  and  the  concept  of 
the  lovemap. 

Sex  in  America:  A  Definitive  Study  (Michael  et  al.,  1994),  considered 
the  most  extensive  research  on  human  sexuality  to  date,  provided  a  com¬ 
prehensive  and  revealing  report  on  sexual  behaviors.  The  findings  showed 
that  “Sexual  behavior  is  shaped  by  our  social  surroundings.  We  behave 
the  way  we  do,  we  even  desire  what  we  do,  under  the  strong  influence  of 
the  particular  social  groups  we  belong  to”  (p.  16).  “We  usually  have  sex 
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with  people  who  are  remarkably  like  ourselves  in  age,  race  or  ethnicity, 
and  education”  (p.  44). 

Alfred  Kinsey,  whose  data  was  considered  the  standard  on  human 
sexuality,  shocked  the  nation  with  his  controversial  findings  and  conclu¬ 
sions.  Sex  in  America:  A  Definitive  Study  effectively  debunked  Kinsey  and 
his  findings.  Kinsey’s  data  were  flawed  and  misleading  in  their  conclu¬ 
sions.  “Kinsey’s  data  on  homosexuality  reported  that  one  man  in  three 
had  a  sexual  experience  with  another  man  at  some  time  in  his  life” 
(Michael  et  ah,  1994,  p.  20).  However,  it  was  revealed  that  10%  of  the 
men  that  Kinsey  interviewed  had  sex  exclusively  with  another  man  for 
at  least  3  years.  Is  this  the  figure  that  may  be  the  basis  for  the  widely 
quoted  “one  person  in  ten  in  the  United  States  is  gay”  (Michael  et  al., 
1994,  p.  20)? 

Sex  in  America’s  nationwide  sample  of  adults  found  that  only  2.8% 
of  men  and  1.4%  of  women  identified  themselves  as  gay  or  bisexual,  far 
below  the  1  out  of  10  number  popularized  by  the  Kinsey  Report  study. 


The  Human  Sex  Drive 


The  three  components  of  the  human  sex  drive  are  biological  (instinctive), 
physiological  (functional),  and  emotional  (mental).  The  emotional  or 
mental  component  is  the  manifestation  of  the  culmination  of  our  psycho- 
sexual  development.  According  to  experts,  the  psychosexual  or  emotional 
component  is  the  strongest  of  the  three,  accounting  for  approximately 
70%  of  the  human  sex  drive.  As  emotions  are  controlled  by  the  mind,  it 
follows  that  “The  mind  controls  the  act.”  The  mind  determines  what  is 
and  what  is  not  sexually  arousing  to  an  individual.  Essentially,  our  human 
sexuality  is  established  during  our  psychosexual  development.  This  occurs 
through  conditioning  and  experience,  which  involve  nature  and  nurture. 
Sexual  behaviors  are  learned  behaviors  with  which  the  individual  develops 
a  perception  of  what  is  sexually  satisfying  and  what  is  socially  appropriate 
within  the  context  of  his  or  her  environment. 

By  the  time  we  reach  the  level  of  MAN  and  WOMAN,  we  see 
the  reproductive  process  richly  infused  with  elements  of  behavioral 
distinctiveness: 

•  Individuals  differ  in  their  sexual  behavior. 

•  We  show  selectivity  in  choosing  our  mates. 

•  Sexual  behavior  is  no  longer  simply  instinctive  but  is  based  upon 
learned  patterns. 

•  Patterns  of  attraction,  activity,  and  consummation  are  shown. 


8 


Sex-Related  Homicide  and  Death  Investigation 


•  Human  sexuality,  thus,  to  a  large  extent,  comes  under  the  control 
of  “higher”  neural  processes. 

•  These  gains  in  flexibility  and  adaptability  may  also  become  prob¬ 
lematic,  as  in  the  emergence  of  the  paraphilias. 


The  Human  Sexual  Arousal  and  Response  System 

The  human  sexual  arousal  and  response  system  is  affected  by: 

•  The  hormones 

•  The  brain’s  capacity  to  recall  pleasurable  experiences 

•  Fantasies 

•  Emotions 

•  Various  sensory  processes 

•  The  level  of  intimacy  between  two  people 

Sex  is  a  Sensory  Act 

Sex  is  also  a  sensory  act,  involving  the  five  senses  of  touch,  sight,  sound, 
smell,  and  taste.  Each  of  the  five  senses  is  employed  to  a  greater  or  lesser 
degree  to  enhance  our  sexuality. 


SIGHT 

TOUCH 

SOUND 

TASTE 

SMELL 


Men  are  more  aroused  by  sight  than  women. 

Women  are  more  attuned  to  touch  —  “magic  buttons,” 
primary  erogenous  zones. 

Sounds  during  sexual  sharing;  moans,  groans,  pillow  talk; 
highly  variable. 

Relatively  minor  role;  some  people  are  able  to  detect  and 
appreciate  tastes. 

Pheromones,  perfumes,  colognes,  etc. 


For  example,  according  to  research,  men  are  more  likely  to  be  sexually 
stimulated  through  sight.  Explicit  erotic  pictures,  pornography,  and  sex¬ 
ual  videotapes  and  movies  appeal  more  to  men  than  women.  Thus,  the 
sight  of  a  scantily  clothed  attractive  woman  might  serve  as  an  arousal 
factor  for  a  man. 

In  a  recent  study  published  in  the  journal  Neuron,  researchers 
reported  that  “Seeing  a  beautiful  woman  triggers  a  response  in  the  man’s 
brain  similar  to  what  a  hungry  person  gets  from  eating  or  an  addict  gets 
from  a  fix”  ( New  York  Post,  2001,  p.  12). 

According  to  the  article,  researchers  discovered  that  feminine  beauty 
affects  the  man’s  brain  at  a  primal  level  and  not  on  some  higher,  more 
intellectual  plane. 
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Researchers  showed  a  group  of  heterosexual  men  in  their  mid-twenties 
pictures  of  men  and  women  of  varying  attractiveness,  while  measuring 
the  brain’s  responses  through  computer  imaging.  “The  beautiful  women 
were  found  to  activate  the  same  ‘reward  circuits’  as  food  and  cocaine  do. 
The  men  had  a  negative  reaction  to  pictures  of  good  looking  males,  sug¬ 
gesting  they  were  threatened  by  them”  (New  York  Post,  2001,  p.  12).  Hans 
Brieter,  who  was  the  author  of  this  study,  stated  that  this  research  provided 
evidence  that  beauty  stimulates  these  primal  brain  circuits  and  counters 
arguments  that  beauty  is  nothing  more  than  the  product  of  society’s 
values.  It  also  provides  clear  evidence  that  men  are  more  inclined  to  be 
sexually  stimulated  through  sight  or  visual  input  than  women. 

Women  are  more  attuned  to  touch.  The  sense  of  touch  as  it  relates 
to  a  tender  caress  might  be  the  stimulus  that  serves  as  an  arousal  factor 
for  a  woman.  These  are  perfectly  appropriate  responses  as  they  relate  to 
human  sexuality,  because  they  are  viewed  as  acceptable  behaviors.  How¬ 
ever,  persons  who  are  inhibited  sexually  may  develop  unconventional 
forms  of  sexual  expression. 

The  male,  who  becomes  aroused  looking  at  scantily  clad  women, 
might  become  obsessed  with  this  sensory  “turn-on.”  A  deviance  might 
then  begin  to  emerge  in  a  sexual  behavior  that  becomes  compulsive,  such 
as  in  the  paraphilia  voyeurism. 

Sexual  Deviance 


Sexual  behaviors  are  classified  as  acceptable  or  unacceptable.  This  deter¬ 
mination  is  based  upon  statistical,  cultural,  religious,  and  subjective  con¬ 
siderations.  The  subjective  determination  of  what  is  sexually  pleasing  to 
the  individual  could  be,  and  many  times  is,  in  conflict  with  the  acceptable 
standards  determined  by  the  majority,  which  are  statistical,  cultural  con¬ 
siderations,  or  religious  influence.  This  does  not  prevent  the  individual 
from  expressing  his  or  her  sexual  needs.  According  to  Coleman,  Butcher, 
and  Carson  (1984),  “The  sex  drive  is  normally  sufficiently  powerful 
enough  to  override  all  but  the  most  severe  social  sanctions.  Thus  we  see 
variant  sexual  needs  frequently  erupting  into  variant  sexual  behaviors” 
(p.  457). 

These  variations  are  divided  into  two  groupings.  The  distinction 
between  the  categories  is  based  on  social  effect.  Does  the  activity  infringe 
on  the  public  welfare?  Or,  is  the  activity  a  victimless  sexual  variant? 

We  in  law  enforcement  are  oftentimes  called  upon  to  investigate  what 
are  described  as  nuisance  violations  or  sexual  deviations.  This  can  be  an 
important  consideration  when  analyzing  “ What  took  place?”  in  a  sex- 
related  crime  scene. 
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Investigative  assessment  of  sexual  behaviors  and  sexual  deviance  is 
also  the  basis  for  an  important  investigative  concept,  which  we  in  homi¬ 
cide  investigation  refer  to  as  the  signature  aspect  of  the  offender. 

According  to  Dr.  John  Money  (1986),  the  lovemap  “is  a  developmental 
representation  or  template  in  the  mind  and  in  the  brain  depicting  an 
idealized  lover  and  the  idealized  program  of  sexuoerotic  activity  projected 
in  imagery  or  actually  engaged  in  with  that  lover”  (p.  290). 

These  representations  are  related  to  the  natural  human  development 
of  the  individual  and  are  influenced  by  biological  aspects  as  well  as  the 
environment  —  nature  and  nurture. 

Sexual  deviation  occurs  when  these  lovemap  patterns  become 
derailed.  Child  molesters,  rapists,  deviant  murderers,  and  others  with 
peculiar  erotic  interests  are  examples  of  this  phenomenon.  The  formula¬ 
tion  of  sexual  deviance  can  usually  be  traced  to  aberrant  erotic  develop¬ 
ment.  For  example,  strict  antisexual  upbringing,  sexual  abuse  of  a  child 
by  the  primary  caregiver  between  the  ages  of  5  and  8,  overexposure  to 
sexually  stimulating  behaviors,  or  inappropriate  and  pathological  family 
dynamics. 

According  to  Money  (1986): 

As  in  the  case  of  any  wound,  a  vandalized  Lovemap  tries 
to  heal  itself.  In  the  process  it  gets  scarred,  skewed  and 
misshapen.  Some  of  its  features  get  omitted,  some  get 
displaced  and  some  get  replaced  by  substitutes  that  would 
not  otherwise  be  included. 

Displacements  and  Inclusions  result  in  a  Paraphilic 
Lovemap.  The  paraphilic  transformation  seems  at  the 
time  to  be  a  satisfactory  compromise.  It  disassociates  lust 
from  its  vandalized  place  in  the  heterosexual  lovemap, 
and  relocates  it.  However,  in  the  long  run  the  relocation 
proves  disastrous.  In  a  paraphilic  lovemap,  lust  is  at¬ 
tached  to  fantasies  and  practices  that  are  socially  forbid¬ 
den,  disapproved,  ridiculed  or  penalized. 

The  penalty  may  be  very  severe  and/or  result  in  a  death 
penalty.  Tire  most  vulnerable  years  for  Love  Map  vandal¬ 
ism  are  likely  to  be  between  the  ages  of  five  and  eight. 

(p.  19) 

An  example  of  lovemap  vandalism  is  the  single  mom  who  has  employ¬ 
ment  but  needs  to  have  child  care  in  order  to  go  to  work.  She  meets  and 
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maintains  a  relationship  with  a  male,  who  is  basically  unemployed  but  is 
available  to  provide  babysitting  services  while  she  is  at  work.  His  method 
of  entertainment  for  the  child  is  to  watch  violent  pornographic  videotapes. 
The  child  is  constantly  exposed  to  this  subject  matter.  The  result  is  a 
temporal  coupling  of  erotic  stimulation  and  violence  that  the  child  incor¬ 
porates  into  his  lovemap  and  then  perceives  as  a  “normal”  type  of  sex. 

The  seeds  of  sexual  perversion  are  planted  early  in  the  psyche  of  the 
sex  offender.  However,  the  sexual  perversions  do  not  manifest  until  the 
offender  reaches  puberty.  The  seed  is  nurtured  through  fantasy,  mastur- 
batory  activities  that  reinforce  and  nourish  the  particular  paraphilic  imag¬ 
ery,  as  well  as  situational  “acting  out”  of  these  perversions  with  a  willing 
partner.  By  the  time  an  offender  actually  perpetrates  a  criminal  assault, 
the  sexual  theme  of  that  assault  as  well  as  the  activities  he  engages  in  with 
his  victim  has  been  orchestrated  many  times  over  in  the  mind  of  that 
particular  offender.  The  sexual  event  is  the  culmination  of  an  offender’s 
psychosocial  and  psychosexual  conditioning  and  development,  which 
include  environmental  and  biological  attributes. 

We,  as  a  society,  have  always  had  perversions  and  perverts  who 
engaged  in  outrageous  sexual  behaviors.  They  were  considered  “weird” 
and  generally  were  shunned  by  society.  Presently,  in  this  new  “kinder  and 
gentler”  and  overly  tolerant  society,  many  sexual  perversions  heretofore 
considered  shameful  and  despicable  are  now  looked  upon  as  legitimate 
expressions  of  one’s  sexuality.  According  to  some  of  the  alleged  “experts,” 
there  is  no  right  or  wrong  anymore.  Instead,  we  hear  the  words  “prefer¬ 
ence”  and  “choice.”  We  do  not  hear  about  responsibility.  As  a  society,  we 
subject  our  children  and  ourselves  to  the  unacceptable  in  order  to  satisfy 
the  vocal  politically  correct  police  as  well  as  the  sexual  deviates,  who  have 
found  support  instead  of  ostracism.  Of  course,  there  are  going  to  be  more 
sexual  deviations.  Add  to  this  dynamic  the  capability  of  the  Internet,  and 
one  can  readily  understand  why  we  are  encountering  the  unacceptable 
on  a  daily  basis. 

From  my  perspective  as  a  professional  homicide  expert,  I  see  the  tragic 
results  of  this  tolerance  in  crime  scenes.  Let  me  provide  you  with  an 
example  of  how  unacceptable  sexual  deviance  weaves  its  way  into  society. 
Suppose  we  have  a  person  who  has  a  specific  paraphilia.  It  does  not  really 
matter  what  specific  paraphilia.  The  individual  is  considered  weird  or 
perverted  and  generally  is  not  accepted  by  the  majority.  So,  he  goes  online 
and  looks  for  subjects  of  his  interest.  He  then  goes  into  the  chat  rooms 
and  meets  others  like  himself.  So,  the  coprophiliac  (nice  word  for  some¬ 
one  attracted  to  feces)  is  able  to  validate  his  perversion  by  discovering 
that  there  are  others  “just  like  him,”  and  what  he  does  is  “perfectly  nor¬ 
mal.”  Likewise,  an  offender  who  is  a  sexual  sadist  and  into  heavy-duty 
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S&M  is  able  to  access  this  type  of  material  on  the  Internet.  Oftentimes, 
these  materials  fuel  his  fantasies  of  inflicting  pain  and  suffering  on  his 
victim.  When  he  does  act  out  against  a  victim,  he  could  very  well  have 
rehearsed  for  this  event  and  validated  his  perversion  through  download¬ 
ing  and  engaging  in  chat  room  talk  with  others  sharing  similar  interests. 
There  have  been  a  number  of  sex-related  homicide  cases  directly  linked 
to  the  Internet. 

Serial  killer  Maury  Travis,  suspected  of  killing  at  least  1 1  and  possibly 
almost  20  women,  reportedly  downloaded  information  from  a  Web  site 
that  catered  to  depictions  of  torture  and  slavery  of  women.  St.  Louis  police 
seized  numerous  items  from  the  suspect’s  home  including  his  computer, 
ligatures,  ropes  and  belts  spattered  with  what  appeared  to  be  blood, 
women’s  underwear  and  wigs,  and  videotapes.  A  videotape  showed  one 
woman  being  killed  and  six  others  tortured.  (See  Chapters  2  and  10.) 

According  to  Coleman,  Butcher,  and  Carson,  the  sexual  deviations 
are  described  as,  “Acts  which  involve  nonconsent  or  assault  and  those  acts, 
which  can  be  described  as  problematic  from  the  standpoint  of  the  welfare 
of  society”  (p.  457).  The  sexual  deviations  are  as  follows: 

•  Voyeurism 

•  Exhibitionism 

•  Pedophilia 

•  Sexual  sadism 

•  Incest  and  rape 

•  Masochism 

The  term  “paraphilia”  (para  =  deviance;  philia  =  attraction)  means 
an  attraction  to  deviance.  “The  paraphilias  are  a  group  of  persistent  sexual 
arousal  patterns  in  which  unusual  objects,  rituals,  or  situations  are 
required  for  full  sexual  satisfaction  to  occur”  (Coleman,  Butcher,  and 
Carson,  1984,  p.  460). 

According  to  the  American  Psychiatric  Association’s  DSM-IV,  there 
are  nine  paraphilias. 

The  Paraphilias 
Fetishism  (302.81) 

This  paraphilia  involves  the  use  of  nonliving  objects  as  a  source  for  sexual 
arousal.  Among  the  more  common  items  are  women’s  panties  or  lingerie. 
Other  objects  of  fetishistic  lust  are  bras,  stockings,  and  high  heel  shoes. 
The  author  had  several  cases  in  which  an  offender  committed  the  crime 
of  burglary  in  order  to  secure  a  woman’s  underwear.  The  fetish-burglar 
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is  an  extremely  dangerous  offender,  and  many  times,  the  fetish  burglary 
may  be  the  prelude  to  a  sexual  assault  or  a  lust  murder.  In  one  such  case, 
an  offender  broke  into  the  home  of  a  single  woman  and  proceeded  to 
steal  all  of  her  underwear,  both  clean  and  soiled.  During  the  time  the 
offender  was  in  her  house,  he  wore  one  of  her  bathing  suits  and  tried  on 
some  of  her  undergarments.  He  also  masturbated  on  the  victim’s  panties. 
This  type  of  behavior  in  which  an  offender  involves  himself  with  the 
personal  items  of  the  victim  and  masturbates  on  these  personal  items  is 
an  example  of  symbolically  violating  the  victim. 

The  woman  reported  the  offense  and  was  planning  on  selling  her 
house  and  moving  away.  However,  prior  to  her  finding  a  buyer,  the 
offender  returned  in  the  middle  of  the  night  while  the  victim  was  sleeping. 
He  had  returned  to  continue  his  fetish  fantasy  and  be  in  her  “presence,” 
while  he  masturbated.  She  suddenly  awoke  and  was  killed  in  a  “blitz- 
attack.”  The  offender  sexually  assaulted  and  killed  the  woman.  While  in 
the  woman’s  home,  he  masturbated  on  the  undergarments,  he  urinated 
and  defecated  in  the  scene,  and  “played”  with  the  woman’s  body. 

In  another  bizarre  case,  an  offender  appeared  at  the  victim’s  beauty 
parlor  at  closing  time.  At  gunpoint,  he  directed  the  woman  to  sit  in  one 
of  the  beauty  parlor  chairs  and  tied  her  up  with  four  blue  straps.  What 
he  did  not  realize  was  that  the  victim  had  triggered  a  silent  alarm,  which 
alerted  the  police  who  were  responding  to  the  robbery  alarm.  As  he  tied 
her  up,  he  proceeded  to  give  her  instructions  as  if  he  was  following  a 
script.  He  suddenly  began  to  cut  the  woman’s  hair  and  shave  her  head. 
When  hostage  negotiators  finally  talked  him  into  releasing  his  victim  and 
surrendering,  the  hysterical  woman  reported  what  he  had  done  to  her. 
The  police  initially  thought  they  were  responding  to  an  armed  robbery. 
The  robbery  was  only  secondary.  His  motive  was  to  act  out  a  sexual  fantasy 
in  which  he  would  shave  the  head  of  his  victim  to  make  her  submissive. 
After  the  authorities  secured  a  search  warrant,  they  went  to  his  home, 
where  they  recovered  fantasy  stories  dealing  with  the  forcible  cutting  and 
shaving  of  women’s  heads,  surveillance  photographs  of  women  with  long 
hair,  and  a  plastic  bag  filled  with  human  hair.  It  turned  out  that  the  suspect 
was  a  serial  offender,  who  had  done  this  to  others  as  a  way  of  obtaining 
sexual  satisfaction  (Figure  1.1). 

Partialism.  Partialism  is  an  extension  of  the  paraphilia  fetishism  that 
occurs  when  an  individual  exclusively  focuses  on  a  specific  portion  of  the 
human  body  —  a  fetish  for  a  certain  portion  of  the  human  anatomy,  i.e., 
breasts,  penis,  foot,  etc. 

Investigatively  speaking,  any  fetish-burglary  case  must  be  treated  as 
a  serious  offense.  The  author  cannot  state  that  all  fetish  burglars  will 
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Figure  1.1  Drawers.  The  subject  had  collected  a  number  of  women's  panties. 
Many  of  them  were  too  small  for  him  to  wear  and  may  have  come  from  his  ex- 
wife  or  girlfriends.  (Courtesy  of  Retired  Lieutenant  Mark  Fritts,  Hobbs,  New 
Mexico  Police  Department.) 

become  rapists  or  lust  murderers;  however,  I  can  emphatically  state  that 
in  ALL  of  the  lust  murders  that  I  have  investigated  or  consulted  on,  the 
offender  had  a  history  of  fetishistic  activities. 

In  Practical  Homicide  Investigation,  I  stress  that  investigators  look  at 
these  types  of  cases  as  a  prelude  to  murder  and  sexual  assault.  Any  person 
willing  to  commit  the  felony  crime  of  burglary  to  obtain  a  pair  of  panties 
or  some  other  fetishistic  nonliving  object  should  certainly  be  considered 
dangerous,  especially  when  targeting  a  specific  victim. 

Frotteurism  (302.89) 

Frotteurism  involves  touching  and  rubbing  against  a  nonconsenting  per¬ 
son.  The  frotteur  obtains  sexual  pleasure  by  rubbing  his  genitals  on  the 
body,  buttocks,  or  leg  of  an  unsuspecting  person  or  may  fondle  a  woman’s 
breast  or  genitalia.  This  behavior  usually  occurs  in  crowded  places,  where 
there  are  opportunities  to  bump  into  someone  seemingly  as  an  accident 
or  misstep.  The  usual  places  frequented  by  this  type  of  offender  are  on 
public  transportation  facilities,  at  State  fairs,  on  busy  city  sidewalks,  ele¬ 
vators,  street  fairs,  crowded  movie  theaters,  concerts,  public  events,  etc. 
where  the  offender  can  make  a  quick  escape. 

The  author  remembers  one  specifically  disgusting  series  of  events  in 
which  an  offender  used  the  New  York  City  subway  system  as  his  “play¬ 
ground.”  There  were  a  series  of  incidents  reported  by  female  complainants 
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to  the  New  York  City  authorities.  The  women  complained  about  being 
bumped  or  jostled  by  a  man  as  the  train  came  into  the  station.  The  man 
would  bump  into  the  women’s  buttocks  or  legs  or  his  hand  would  brush 
their  genitals.  As  the  train  stopped,  the  man  would  feign  slipping,  during 
which  time  he  would  grab  their  breasts  or  touch  them  on  the  genitals. 
Many  of  the  women  reported  that  when  they  left  the  train,  they  found 
ejaculate  on  their  dresses  or  coats. 

The  suspect  was  caught  during  an  undercover  operation.  A  female 
decoy  under  the  protection  of  a  backup  team  rode  the  subway  train  in  the 
area  of  complaint  during  the  times  of  the  incidents.  The  suspect  was  arrested 
as  he  accosted  the  decoy.  When  he  was  arrested,  he  had  his  penis  exposed. 
DSM IV  indicates  that  this  paraphilia  begins  at  adolescence,  and  most  acts 
occur  when  the  person  is  15  to  25  years  of  age.  However,  many  of  the 
offenders  who  “work  the  crowds”  in  public  places  are  much  older  than  25, 
and  they  have  a  history  of  sexual  offenses  involving  paraphiliac  activities. 

Voyeurism  (302.82) 

Voyeurism  involves  repetitive  looking  at  unsuspecting  people  who  are 
naked,  in  the  act  of  disrobing,  or  are  engaging  in  sexual  activity.  The  act 
of  looking  is  for  the  purpose  of  achieving  sexual  excitement.  The  indi¬ 
vidual  who  engages  in  this  activity  is  commonly  referred  to  as  a  peeping 
Tom.  Orgasm  is  usually  produced  through  masturbation.  The  individual 
who  engages  in  this  activity  may  have  the  fantasy  of  actually  engaging  in 
sexual  activities  with  their  victim.  In  some  instances,  the  voyeur  gets  to 
go  “high-tech”  and  secretes  a  hidden  camera  in  a  women’s  dressing  room 
to  record  unsuspecting  young  women  in  the  process  of  disrobing.  The 
author  has  consulted  on  cases  in  which  sexual  offenders  had  mapped  out 
their  entire  neighborhood  with  times  and  locations  of  where  the  best 
viewing  would  take  place.  In  major  cities  where  there  are  large  apartment 
buildings,  voyeurs  place  telescopes  in  their  windows  to  watch  their  unsus¬ 
pecting  female  neighbors  as  they  undress,  shower,  or  engage  in  sexual 
activities.  Some  voyeurs  now  exchange  information  about  viewing  loca¬ 
tions  on  the  Internet  in  chat  rooms.  Many  voyeurs  become  rapists  and 
lust  murderers,  especially  voyeurs  who  target  a  specific  victim  for  viewing 
(Figure  1.2). 

In  one  case  on  which  the  author  consulted,  the  victim  was  an  attractive 
middle-aged  single  woman  who  lived  alone  in  a  rural  area  of  Washington. 
The  suspect,  who  was  a  fetish  burglar,  discovered  that  he  could  watch  the 
victim  in  her  house  from  an  isolated  location  in  the  woods.  He  watched 
her  for  a  period  of  time  then  broke  into  her  house  to  steal  her  panties. 
She  chased  him  off  and  made  a  police  report.  The  police  made  an  attempt 
to  find  him.  However,  before  they  could  find  him,  he  went  back  to  the 
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Figure  1.2  High-tech  voyeur.  This  individual  managed  to  hide  a  minicamera 
in  a  ladies  dressing  room  to  "capture"  them  on  film. 

victim’s  home  and  waited  for  her  to  return.  He  then  acted  out  his  most 
perverse  fantasies  with  her  body.  The  suspect  cut  the  crotch  of  the  victim’s 
pants  open.  All  of  her  garments  were  cut  from  her  body.  He  removed  her 
bra,  pants,  panties,  and  shoes  from  her  body.  The  suspect  made  multiple 
1-900  sex-line  phone  calls  throughout  the  day  and  night  from  the  victim’s 
residence,  totaling  $643.00.  He  also  brought  pornographic  magazines  into 
the  scene  and  a  list  of  1-900  numbers,  which  were  matched  to  his  calls 
from  the  victim’s  residence  by  detectives.  He  engaged  in  sadistic  sexual 
activities  with  the  victim’s  body,  which  included  insertion  of  a  saltshaker 
into  her  vagina  as  well  as  stabbing  into  her  chest  and  breasts. 

Investigatively  speaking,  complaints  about  voyeurism  must  be  treated 
seriously.  The  author  cannot  state  that  all  voyeurs  will  become  rapists  or 
lust  murderers.  However,  I  can  emphatically  state  that  in  ALL  of  the  lust 
murders  that  I  have  investigated  or  consulted  on,  the  offender  had  a 
history  of  voyeuristic  activities. 

In  Practical  Homicide  Investigation,  I  stress  that  investigators  look  at 
these  types  of  cases  as  a  prelude  to  murder  and  sexual  assault.  Persons 
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who  repeatedly  engage  in  voyeurism  should  certainly  be  considered  dan¬ 
gerous,  especially  when  “targeting”  a  specific  victim. 

Exhibitionism  (302.4) 

Exhibitionism  is  exposing  the  genitals  to  an  unsuspecting  stranger  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  sexual  excitement.  The  individual  who  exposes  him¬ 
self  to  an  unsuspecting  stranger  sometimes  masturbates  while  exposing 
the  genitals.  The  exhibitionist  might  fantasize  that  the  observer  becomes 
aroused  and  may  obtain  satisfaction  by  shocking  or  surprising  the  person. 
According  to  DSM  IV,  there  is  generally  no  attempt  at  further  sexual 
activity  with  the  observer.  However,  the  author  has  investigated  a  number 
of  exhibition  incidents  that  started  out  with  the  offender  exposing  himself 
to  a  woman  but  then  suddenly  attacking  her.  I  investigated  a  case  where 
exhibitionists  hung  around  schools  in  parked  cars  during  lunch  hour  or 
at  dismissal  times.  Sometimes,  an  offender  will  request  directions  from  a 
passerby,  and  when  the  person  approaches  the  car,  the  offender  suddenly 
exposes  himself.  By  the  time  the  victim  regains  composure,  the  offender 
has  driven  off.  The  police  are  only  able  to  obtain  a  general  description  of 
the  offender  and  his  vehicle.  The  author  has  one  particular  case  on  vid¬ 
eotape,  where  an  offender  was  exposing  himself  to  the  passengers  on  an 
express  bus  service  at  the  scheduled  bus  stop.  The  authorities  set  up  a 
surveillance  camera  at  the  bus  stop  and  caught  the  perpetrator  exposing 
himself  from  the  window  of  his  home. 

Pedophilia  (302.2) 

Pedophiles  engage  in  sexual  activities  with  prepubescent  children  who  are 
usually  13  years  or  younger.  Some  pedophiles  prefer  males,  others  females, 
some  are  aroused  by  males  and  females.  There  are  more  reports  of  pedo¬ 
philia  involving  females  than  males.  Individuals  may  limit  their  activities 
to  their  own  children,  stepchildren,  or  relatives.  Others  may  victimize 
children  outside  their  families. 

Pedophile  activities  include  undressing  and  looking  at  a  child’s  body, 
exposing  themselves  to  children,  masturbating  in  the  presence  of  a  child, 
or  touching  and  fondling  the  child.  Other  activities  involve  fellatio  on  a 
little  boy  or  cunnilingus  on  a  little  girl.  The  pedophile  might  penetrate 
the  little  girl’s  vagina,  mouth,  or  anus  with  their  fingers,  objects,  or  penis. 

Pedophiles  many  times  place  themselves  in  positions  of  trust  to  gain 
access  to  children.  They  might  be  priests,  ministers,  high  school  coaches, 
teachers,  etc.  Sadly,  persons  whom  society  trusts  easily  gain  access  to 
children,  and  the  harm  is  done  before  anyone  even  realizes  what  is  going 
on.  The  author  had  a  case  in  which  a  high  school  teacher  was  supposedly 
giving  extra  credit  classes  to  his  “special”  students,  whom  he  invited  to 
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his  apartment  after  school.  One  of  the  parents  who  became  suspicious 
questioned  her  child  and  found  that  these  extra  classes  were  actually  sex 
parties  involving  the  male  teacher  and  his  male  students.  He  had  culti¬ 
vated  his  victims  by  first  showing  them  explicit  heterosexual  porno  videos 
and  then  introducing  alcohol  to  the  parties.  He  then  suggested  bondage 
using  the  elastic  bands  from  men’s  underwear  and  introduced  his  “stu¬ 
dents”  to  homosexual  magazines  and  group  masturbation,  which  soon 
escalated  to  homosexual  activities  such  as  fellatio  and  inserting  of  dildos 
into  the  anal  cavities. 

Other  pedophiles  have  actually  dated  and  married  women  whose 
children  were  the  focus  of  their  desire.  In  homicide  cases,  pedophiles  have 
abducted  and  murdered  male  and  female  children  in  their  lust  for  these 
activities.  John  Wayne  Gacy,  a  male  homosexual  serial  killer  who  targeted 
teenage  boys,  is  an  example  of  this  phenomenon. 

Transvestic  Fetishism  (302.3) 

Transvestic  fetishism  involves  cross-dressing,  usually  by  a  heterosexual 
male,  for  sexual  excitement.  “Occasionally,  parents  initiate  this  behavior 
by  cross-dressing  their  boy  child  in  dainty  girl’s  clothes  because  they  think 
it  is  ‘cute’  or  because  they  wanted  a  little  girl  rather  than  a  boy.  Often  the 
case  histories  of  men  who  engage  in  transvestism  reveal  that  as  boys  they 
were  punished  by  being  forced  to  dress  in  girl’s  clothes”  (Stoller,  1977). 
“This  attempt  to  punish  by  humiliation  is  sometimes  the  first  step  toward 
transvestism”  (Crooks  and  Baur,  1990,  p.  700). 

This  particular  paraphilia  ranges  from  solitary  wearing  of  female  cloth¬ 
ing  to  an  extensive  involvement  in  a  transvestite  subculture.  Some  individ¬ 
uals  may  masturbate  while  cross-dressed  and  imagine  themselves  as  both 
the  male  subject  and  the  female  object  of  his  sexual  fantasy.  Other  individ¬ 
uals  dress  up  as  females  and  then  interact  with  the  general  population. 
Transvestite  hookers  are  an  example  of  this  phenomenon.  Male  prostitutes, 
dressed  as  women,  who  actively  solicit  other  men  for  prostitution  can 
quickly  become  victims  of  homicide,  when  and  if  a  male  customer  realizes 
that  he  is  with  a  man  and  not  a  woman  (Figure  1.3  and  Figure  1.4). 

An  extension  of  this  paraphilia  is  Gender  Dysphoria  or  Transexualism, 
which  is  a  persistent  wish  to  be  rid  of  one’s  own  genitals  and  live  as  the 
opposite  sex. 

Sexual  Masochism  (302.83) 

The  paraphiliac  focus  of  sexual  masochism  involves  the  act  of  obtaining 
sexual  pleasure  from  being  humiliated,  beaten,  or  otherwise  made  to 
suffer.  These  acts  may  involve  physical  as  well  as  psychological  suffering. 
The  use  of  physical  restraint,  blindfolding,  spanking,  whipping,  electrical 
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Figure  1.3  Transgendered  victim.  This  man,  who  purported  to  be  a  female 
prostitute,  was  killed  by  the  "John"  when  he  realized  he  was  with  another  man. 


Figure  1.4  Transvestite  hooker.  Note  the  mesh  penis  restraint. 

shocks,  and  verbal  and  sexual  humiliation  are  employed  by  some  indi¬ 
viduals  to  obtain  sexual  arousal  (Figure  1.5). 

Some  masochists  enjoy  being  urinated  or  defecated  on,  or  being 
forced  to  cross-dress  for  its  humiliating  associations.  The  author  has  one 
case  in  hie  in  which  a  homosexual  male  is  dressed  like  a  woman  and  is 
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(b) 


Figure  1.5  (a)  Female  masochist.  Note  the  ropes  and  bondage  coupled  with  the 

clamps  on  the  nipples  to  cause  pain,  (b)  Male  masochist.  This  individual  would 
gain  sexual  satisfaction  through  inflicting  injuries  to  his  penis.  Note  the  nails 
through  the  foreskin  and  the  incision  through  the  urethra. 


Human  Sexuality  and  Sexual  Deviance 


21 


bound  and  beaten  by  his  male  partner.  Other  masochists  engage  in  self- 
mutilation  during  which  they  bind  themselves,  stick  themselves  with  pins, 
or  shock  themselves  with  electricity. 

Another  dangerous  form  of  sexual  masochism,  oftentimes  referred  to 
as  autoeroticism  or  sexual  asphyxia,  involves  sexual  arousal  by  oxygen 
deprivation  obtained  by  means  of  chest  compression,  noose,  ligature, 
plastic  bag,  mask,  or  chemical  substances  to  displace  oxygen  to  the  brain. 
Oxygen-depriving  activities  along  with  atypical  masochistic  practices  are 
extremely  dangerous.  Equipment  malfunction,  errors  in  the  placement  of 
the  noose  or  ligature,  or  other  mistakes,  usually  involving  misjudgment, 
can  result  in  accidental  deaths.  (See  Chapter  4,  Sexual  Asphyxia  and 
Autoerotic  Fatalities.) 

Female  masochists  may  enjoy  being  subjugated  and  engage  in  maso¬ 
chistic  fantasies  usually  involving  being  raped  while  being  held  or  bound 
by  others  so  that  there  is  no  possibility  of  escape.  The  author  has  cases 
in  hie  in  which  females  engage  in  sadomasochistic  activities  with  other 
men  and  women,  during  which  time  they  are  nude  and  bound  or  are 
being  whipped  along  with  being  submitted  to  genital  manipulation,  breast 
binding,  or  nipple  piercing.  Other  examples  of  masochism  are  being 
forced  to  crawl  nude  with  a  dog  collar  and  being  beaten  on  the  buttocks 
with  a  paddle.  Or,  in  a  masochistic  lesbian  scenario,  one  woman  seemingly 
“forces”  another  woman  to  perform  cunnilingus  on  her  as  she  manipu¬ 
lates  the  victim’s  genitalia  and  places  clamps  on  the  victim’s  nipples  (Fig¬ 
ure  1.6  and  Figure  1.7). 


Figure  1.6  Fantasy  bondage.  The  model  is  wearing  bright  red  vinyl,  super  high 
heel  boots  and  long  gloves  and  the  ball  gag.  This  is  a  fantasy  scenario  meant  to 
sexually  arouse. 
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Figure  1.7  Reality  vs.  fantasy.  This  22-year-old  college  coed  became  the  vic¬ 
tim  of  an  offender  who  had  stalked  her.  He  came  into  her  apartment  in  the 
middle  of  the  night,  bound  her,  and  placed  a  blindfold  over  her  eyes.  He  killed 
her  by  stabbing  into  her  breasts  and  chest.  (Courtesy  of  Retired  Investigator 
Tom  Jordan,  State  College,  Pennsylvania  Police  Department.)  (See  color  insert 
following  page  236.) 


The  author  has  another  case  in  file  in  which  a  male  masochist  is 
videotaped  during  a  “discipline”  session  involving  a  female  dominatrix 
and  her  lesbian  partner  named  “Rapture.”  The  dominatrix  who  calls  her 
herself  “Mistress  Michelle”  refers  to  the  subject  as  “Slave  Joe.”  The  subject, 
who  is  wearing  a  diaper,  is  instructed  to  lick  the  boots  of  the  Mistress  and 
lick  the  feet  of  her  lesbian  partner.  He  then  is  instructed  to  behave  like  a 
horse,  and  the  “mistress”  then  rides  him  after  whipping  him  on  the 
buttocks  as  he  neighs  and  performs  as  a  horse. 

When  she  talks  to  him,  he  is  required  to  answer  “Yes,  Mistress”  or 
“No,  Mistress.”  The  subject  is  then  instructed  to  remove  the  diaper  and 
bend  over  as  the  dominatrix  paddles  his  buttocks.  The  Mistress  then  states 
that  she  feels  like  “peeing.”  She  instructs  Slave  Joe  to  drink  her  urine  as 
she  pees  into  his  mouth.  She  then  demands  that  he  lick  her  clean,  includ¬ 
ing  her  rectum,  as  she  demands,  “Lick  my  ass  clean.”  The  subject  is  then 
restrained  in  a  leather  straitjacket  and  a  leather  discipline  mask  is  placed 
over  his  head. 

During  this  $40.00  an  hour  session,  the  subject  is  hung  nude  from  a 
harness.  He  has  a  butt  plug  in  his  anal  cavity,  and  he  is  bound  and 
restrained  as  the  dominatrix  pierces  his  nipples  and  places  a  clamp  on 
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the  man’s  penis.  The  dominatrix  uses  a  cattle  prodder  on  Slave  Joe’s  penis 
and  then  she  brands  him  on  the  buttocks  with  a  cattle  branding  iron. 

Throughout  the  session,  Mistress  Michelle  uses  degrading  language 
to  Slave  Joe  as  part  of  the  psychological  aspects  of  sexual  masochism. 

During  the  session,  the  Mistress  dripped  hot  wax  on  his  penis.  At  the 
conclusion  of  the  session,  the  dominatrix  suddenly  takes  alcohol  and 
sprays  the  man’s  penis.  She  then  takes  the  candle  and  ignites  the  alcohol 
on  the  penis,  causing  it  to  flare  up.  The  “slave”  suddenly  tries  to  grab  his 
penis  to  extinguish  the  fire  that  has  ignited  his  pubic  hair  and  caused  him 
to  receive  burn  injuries.  However,  he  continues  to  participate  in  these 
self-degrading  activities,  despite  the  injuries  and  abuse  he  has  received. 

Sexual  masochism  is  usually  chronic,  and  the  person  tends  to  repeat 
the  same  masochistic  act.  Some  individuals  with  sexual  masochism  may 
engage  in  masochistic  acts  for  many  years  without  increasing  the  potential 
injuriousness  of  their  acts.  Others,  however,  increase  the  severity  of  the 
masochistic  acts  over  time  or  during  periods  of  stress,  which  may  even¬ 
tually  result  in  injury  or  even  death. 

Sexual  Sadism  (302.84) 

Sexual  sadism  involves  acts  in  which  the  individual  derives  sexual  excite¬ 
ment  from  psychological  or  physical  suffering,  which  includes  humilia¬ 
tion  of  the  victim.  Some  individuals  with  this  paraphilia  are  bothered  by 
their  sadistic  fantasies.  Others  act  on  the  sadistic  sexual  urges  with  a 
consenting  partner,  who  may  be  a  sexual  masochist  and  willingly  suffers 
pain  or  humiliation.  Offenders  who  are  sexual  sadists  act  on  their  sadistic 
sexual  urges  with  nonconsenting  victims.  It  is  the  suffering  of  the  victim 
that  is  sexually  arousing.  Sadistic  fantasies  or  acts  may  involve  activities 
that  indicate  the  dominance  of  the  person  over  the  victim,  e.g.,  forcing 
the  victim  to  crawl  or  keeping  the  victim  in  a  cage,  as  in  the  case  depicted 
in  The  Perfect  Victim  (McGuire  and  Norton,  1988).  This  case  involved 
Cameron  Hooker  and  his  wife  Janice.  Cameron  Hooker’s  fantasy  was  to 
dominate  and  torture  nude  women  who  were  bound  and  helpless.  His 
fantasies  were  fueled  by  an  extensive  collection  of  hard-core  pornography 
that  featured  bondage,  leather  and  handcuffs,  and  whips.  The  abduction 
and  enslavement  of  the  young  woman  named  Colleen  were  the  culmina¬ 
tion  of  years  of  fantasy,  experimentation,  and  planning. 

Cameron  Hooker’s  depravity  increased.  He  placed  a  heat  lamp  next 
to  Colleen’s  skin  as  she  was  hanging  and  watched  her  writhe  in  pain  as  it 
burned.  He  touched  her  with  live  electrical  wires.  He  hung  her  upside- 
down  and  bound  in  strange  ways.  He  made  her  orally  copulate  him.  He 
strangled  her  into  unconsciousness  and  subjected  her  to  just  about  any¬ 
thing  he  could  imagine. 
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The  activities  of  sexual  sadists  involve  restraint,  blindfolding,  pad¬ 
dling,  spanking,  whipping,  pinching,  beating,  burning,  electrical  shocks, 
rape,  cutting,  stabbing,  strangulation,  torture,  mutilation,  or  killing.  An 
example  of  this  type  of  thinking  is  found  in  the  following  statements  of 
a  sexual  sadist: 

I  ordered  her  into  the  bedroom,  stripped  her  nude,  blind¬ 
folded  her  and  taped  her  hands  and  feet.  I  forced  her  on 
her  knees  and  made  her  suck  my  dick  and  I  even  fucked 
her  mouth.  She  looked  so  incredible,  nude  and  tied  help¬ 
lessly,  forced  to  suck  my  dick  like  that.  I  put  her  in  bed 
and  touched  and  licked  her  helpless  body  and  then  I 
fucked  her. 

A  perfect  ass,  legs  and  feet  made  her  quite  a  prize.  She 
sucked  me  and  I  played  with  her  for  an  hour  or  so.  Made 
her  stand  outside  the  van  so  I  could  run  my  hands  up 
and  down  her  body.  Played  with  her  some  more. . . 

Sexual  sadists  can  create  elaborate  torture  chambers,  such  as  the  Sex 
Slave  case  that  I  reference  later  in  the  text.  The  offender  created  a  rack  to 
torture  his  sex  slaves  in  a  15'  X  25'  cargo  trailer  that  he  called  the  “Toy 
Box.”  This  offender,  whose  activities  are  described  in  Chapter  12,  is  the 
classic  psychopathic  sexual  sadist.  He  followed  many  of  the  techniques  of 
Cameron  Hooker  and  took  them  to  the  next  level,  killing  at  least  30  young 
women.  He  even  devised  an  “introductory  tape”  for  his  slaves,  in  which 
he  explained  in  vivid  detail  what  was  going  to  happen  to  them.  The 
following  excerpt  is  an  example  of  the  instructions  he  provided: 

I  concentrate  on  the  sensitive  parts  of  the  body ;  the  breasts, 
nipples  and  sex  organs.  The  whole  area  down  between 
your  legs;  your  thighs,  vagina  lips,  clit,  and  the  hole  itself. 

Believe  me,  there  are  dozens  of  ways  to  induce  pain. 

Most  serial  killers  are  psychopathic  sexual  sadists,  who  enjoy  the 
dominance  and  torture  of  their  victims.  Richard  Cottingham,  a  sexual 
psychopath  with  an  admitted  attraction  to  sadomasochistic  activities,  was 
married  and  had  two  girlfriends.  He  also  frequented  prostitutes;  some  of 
whom  he  killed.  He  killed  five  victims,  who  were  methodically  tortured 
and  mutilated  (Figure  1.8). 

Jeffrey  Dahmer  was  also  a  sexual  sadist.  He  would  invite  his  victims 
to  his  apartment.  He  would  drug  them  and  then  handcuff  them  in  the 
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Figure  1.8  Sexual  sadism.  Victim  of  serial  killer.  This  victim  was  found  in  a 
New  Jersey  motel.  She  had  been  sexually  tortured  and  sexually  abused.  There 
was  breast  assault  as  well  as  bondage  activity  (handcuffs).  Note  the  linear  lines 
of  torture  on  her  body.  (Courtesy  of  Retired  Lieutenant  Frank  P.  Del  Prete,  Bergen 
County  Prosecutor's  Office.) 

event  that  they  regained  consciousness.  He  would  then  strangle  them  to 
death  and  engage  in  necrophilia  with  their  bodies. 

In  the  aforementioned  cases,  as  well  as  others  that  the  author  has 
referenced,  there  was  evidence  that  sadistic  sexual  fantasies  were  likely  to 
have  been  present  in  the  childhood  histories  of  these  offenders.  According 
to  DSM IV,  the  age  at  onset  of  sadistic  activities  is  variable  but  is  common 
by  early  adulthood.  There  may  have  been  symbolic  fantasy  and  acts  of 
sexual  sadism,  such  as  the  cutting  up  of  female  undergarments,  cutting 
up  of  photos,  placing  pins  in  dolls,  etc.,  or  defecating  or  urinating  in 
crime  scenes. 

Sexual  sadism  is  usually  a  chronic  condition.  Sexual  sadism  practiced 
with  nonconsenting  partners  is  criminal,  and  the  activity  is  likely  to  be 
repeated  until  the  person  with  sexual  sadism  is  apprehended.  According 
to  DSM  IV  (1994): 

Some  individuals  with  Sexual  Sadism  may  engage  in 
sadistic  acts  for  many  years  without  a  need  to  increase 
the  potential  for  inflicting  serious  physical  damage.  Usu¬ 
ally,  however,  the  severity  of  the  sadistic  acts  increases 
over  time.  When  Sexual  Sadism  is  severe,  and  especially 
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when  it  is  associated  with  Antisocial  Personality  Disorder, 
individuals  with  Sexual  Sadism  may  seriously  injure  or 
kill  their  victims,  (p.  530) 

Paraphilia  Not  Otherwise  Specified  (302.9) 

This  category  is  included  for  coding  Paraphilias  that  do  not  meet  the 
criteria  for  any  of  the  specific  categories.  Examples  include,  but  are  not 
limited  to,  telephone  scatologia  (obscene  phone  calls),  necrophilia 
(corpses),  partialism  (exclusive  focus  on  part  of  body),  zoophilia  (ani¬ 
mals),  coprophilia  (feces),  klismaphilia  (enemas),  and  urophilia  (urine). 
(. DSM-IV,  1994,  p.  532) 

Telephone  Scatolgia.  Telephone  scatolgia  refers  to  the  sexual  attraction 
of  making  obscene  telephone  calls  and  encompasses  lewdness  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  these  activities.  It  is  usually  young  folks,  who  get  a  charge  out 
of  the  response  of  the  person  answering  the  telephone,  who  randomly 
make  these  calls.  However,  these  calls  can  be  sadistic  when  the  caller 
“targets”  a  specific  victim. 

Necrophilia.  Necrophilia  is  a  sexual  attraction  to  dead  bodies  and 
includes  having  intercourse  with  a  dead  human  body.  It  is  a  rather  bizarre 
and  extremely  rare  sexual  variation  in  which  a  person  obtains  sexual 
gratification  by  viewing  or  having  intercourse  with  a  corpse.  This 
paraphilia  appears  to  occur  exclusively  among  males,  who  may  be  driven 
to  remove  freshly  buried  bodies  from  cemeteries,  like  Norman  Bates  did 
in  Psycho,  or  to  seek  employment  in  morgues  or  funeral  homes,  where 
they  can  have  access  to  human  bodies  (Figure  1.9). 

There  is  a  dual  dynamic  at  play  in  this  activity.  The  disorganized 
offender  will  engage  in  this  activity  because  it  sexually  arouses  him  and 
basically  the  dead  body  becomes  his  date.  However,  with  the  organized 
offender  who  is  a  sexual  sadist,  the  necrophilia  represents  the  total  and 
complete  domination  of  another  person’s  being.  Ted  Bundy,  Edmund 
Kemper,  and  Jeffrey  Dahmer  are  excellent  examples  of  this  phenomenon. 

Partialism.  Partialism  is  an  exclusive  focus  on  a  part  of  the  human  body, 
which  is  related  to  fetishism.  The  author  has  cases  in  file  in  which  offend¬ 
ers  have  removed  the  breasts  of  their  victim  and  kept  them  as  their  own 
personal  sexual  souvenirs. 

Jerome  Henry  Brudos,  a  serial  killer,  is  an  excellent  example  of  such 
a  circumstance.  Brudos,  who  had  a  number  of  fetishes  for  women’s  panties 
and  high  heel  shoes,  amputated  a  woman’s  foot  after  killing  her.  He 
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Figure  1.9  Necrophilia.  In  this  case,  someone  broke  into  the  funeral  home  and 
sexually  assaulted  the  corpse. 

preserved  the  foot  by  keeping  it  in  the  freezer  in  his  workshop  in  his 
garage.  Periodically,  he  would  place  this  foot  into  various  high  heel  shoes 
that  he  had  stolen  from  victims  and  he  kept  in  his  workshop.  He  also 
preserved  a  woman’s  breast  in  an  epoxy  mold,  which  he  kept  on  the  mantel 
of  his  fireplace. 

Zoophilia.  Zoophilia  is  sexual  attraction  to  animals.  It  is  sometimes 
called  bestiality,  and  it  involves  sexual  contact  between  humans  and 
animals.  The  animals  most  frequently  involved  in  sex  with  humans  are 
calves,  sheep,  donkeys,  large  fowl  (ducks  and  geese),  dogs,  and  cats.  Males 
are  most  likely  to  have  contact  with  farm  animals  and  to  engage  in 
penile-vaginal  intercourse  or  to  have  their  genitals  orally  stimulated  by 
the  animals.  The  frequency  of  such  behavior  among  males  was  highest 
for  those  raised  on  farms. 

Women  are  more  likely  to  have  contact  with  household  pets,  involving 
the  animals  licking  their  genitals  or  masturbation  of  a  male  dog.  Less 
commonly,  some  adult  women  have  trained  a  dog  to  mount  them  and 
engage  in  coitus.  Sexual  contact  with  animals  is  commonly  only  a  tran¬ 
sitory  experience  of  young  people  for  whom  a  sexual  partner  is  inacces¬ 
sible  or  forbidden  (Money,  1981). 

Most  adolescent  males  and  females  who  experiment  with  zoophilia 
make  a  transition  to  normal  adult  sexual  relations  with  human  partners. 
Occasionally,  an  adult  may  engage  in  such  behavior  as  a  “sexual  adven¬ 
ture”  or  because  a  human  partner  is  unavailable  (Tollison  and  Adams, 
1979).  See  Crooks  and  Baur,  1990. 
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Investigatively  speaking,  most  of  the  materials  dealing  with  zoophilia 
or  bestiality  are  produced  as  pornography  and  involve  mostly  women 
engaging  in  sexual  activities  with  dogs  or  barnyard  animals.  The  author 
has  several  cases  in  file  in  which  zoophilia-type  pornography  was  utilized 
by  offenders  to  gain  sexual  arousal  or  as  examples  of  degrading  the  victims. 

Coprophilia.  Coprophilia  is  sexual  attraction  to  feces.  Individuals  who 
engage  in  such  activities  involving  playing  with  or  ingesting  feces,  which 
is  referred  to  as  coprolangia,  are  covered  under  “Paraphilia  Not  Otherwise 
Specified”  in  DSM IV.  The  author  has  cases  in  file  that  depict  individuals 
acting  alone  or  with  others  engaged  in  these  activities,  one  of  which  is  a 
videotape  entitled  “Brown  Handkerchief  Productions.” 

Klismaphilia.  In  klismaphilia,  the  individual  becomes  sexually  aroused 
by  giving  or  receiving  enemas.  It  is  an  unusual  variant  in  sexual  expression 
in  which  an  individual  obtains  sexual  pleasure  from  receiving  enemas. 
However,  the  erotic  arousal  may  be  associated  with  giving  enemas.  The 
case  histories  of  many  individuals  who  express  klismaphilia  reveal  that  as 
infants  or  young  children  they  were  frequently  administered  enemas.  This 
association  of  loving  attention  with  the  erotic  pleasure  of  anal  stimulation 
may  eroticize  the  experience  for  some  people  so  that  as  adults  they  may 
manifest  a  need  to  receive  an  enema  as  a  substitute  for,  or  necessary 
prerequisite  to,  genital  intercourse.  “The  Enema  Bandit  Case”  from 
Champaign,  IL  is  an  excellent  illustration  of  this  paraphilia.  The  offender, 
who  broke  into  coeds’  apartments  at  the  University  of  Illinois,  would  tie 
up  his  victims  and  then  give  them  enemas.  Officials  could  not  catch  this 
individual  until  he  transferred  to  Kansas  State.  When  the  girls  in  Kansas 
began  getting  enemas,  it  did  not  take  college  officials  long  to  establish 
who  had  recently  transferred  from  Illinois  (Figure  1.10). 

Urophilia.  Urophilia  is  the  sexual  attraction  to  urine.  With  this  para¬ 
philia,  individuals  engage  in  such  activities  as  “The  Golden  Shower”  and 
other  activities  involving  playing  with  or  ingesting  urine,  which  is  referred 
to  as  urolangia.  The  author  has  cases  in  file  that  depict  individuals  acting 
alone  or  with  others  engaged  in  these  activities. 

Mysophilia.  This  refers  to  the  individual  who  becomes  sexually  aroused 
by  filth,  i.e.,  smelly  or  dirty  underwear,  used  menstrual  pad,  etc.  It  involves 
some  sort  of  self-degradation  by  smelling,  chewing,  or  otherwise  utilizing 
sweaty  or  soiled  clothing  or  articles  of  menstrual  hygiene.  Somehow,  early 
in  this  person’s  development,  a  connection  between  filth  and  sexual 
arousal  was  made,  which  became  a  repeatedly  preferred  or  exclusive 
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Figure  1.10  Klismaphilia.  Sexual  arousal  through  enemas. 

method  of  achieving  sexual  excitement.  This  paraphilia  overlaps  copro- 
philia  and  urophilia  (Money,  1986). 

Anorectal  Eroticism.  This  refers  to  an  individual  who  becomes  sexually 
stimulated  through  the  insertion  of  objects  into  the  anal  cavity.  A  pot¬ 
pourri  of  items  have  been  retrieved  from  the  anal  cavities  of  persons  who 
put  something  where  it  did  not  belong.  The  author,  who  conducts  sem¬ 
inars  throughout  the  United  States  and  Canada,  recently  was  provided  an 
article  from  The  American  Medical  Association,  which  listed  some  282 
different  objects  that  had  been  removed  from  the  anal  cavities  of  persons 
seeking  treatment  at  medical  facilities  across  the  United  States.  Examples 
included  bottles,  zucchinis,  balls,  nightsticks,  vibrators,  light  bulbs,  snow 
cones,  and  even  a  cellular  phone. 

Bondage  and  Discipline  or  Cordophilia.  The  individual  becomes  sex¬ 
ually  aroused  through  engaging  in  bondage.  This  is  commonly  referred 
to  as  B&D  or  sadomasochism.  This  involves  obtaining  sexual  pleasure 
from  tieing  up  and  binding  one’s  sex  partner,  or  getting  sexual  pleasure 
from  being  bound  by  one’s  sex  partner.  Blindfolds,  gags,  dog  collars, 
ropes,  handcuffs,  belts,  discipline  masks,  chains,  locks,  tape,  etc.  become 
important  implements  in  this  paraphilia.  The  various  forms  of  equipment 
to  enforce  obedience  or  enslavement  are  also  found  present  in  masochism, 
sadism,  and  autoerotic  events  (Figure  1.11). 
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Figure  1.11  Bondage.  Note  the  symmetry  as  well  as  the  sophistication. 

The  investigator  should  look  for  symmetry,  balance,  neatness,  sophis¬ 
tication,  similar  bonds,  and  commercial  materials  in  cases  of  sex-related 
homicides  involving  bondage. 

Many  times,  the  offender  will  be  acting  out  a  fantasy  based  upon  an 
actual  photograph  of  bondage,  including  the  use  of  specific  materials, 
which  he  will  incorporate  into  the  sexual  crime  (Figure  1.12). 

Hypoxyphilia.  According  to  DSM  IV,  hypoxyphilia  is  a  particularly 
dangerous  form  of  sexual  masochism  that  involves  sexual  arousal  by 
oxygen  deprivation  obtained  by  means  of  chest  compression,  noose,  lig¬ 
ature,  plastic  bag,  mask,  or  chemicals  that  decrease  brain  oxygenation. 

Miscellaneous  Paraphilias 

Acrotomophilia.  This  involves  being  sexually  aroused  by  a  partner  who 
is  an  amputee. 
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Figure  1.12  Anorectal  eroticism.  This  individual  managed  to  get  one  of  those 
large  artificial  snowballs  into  his  anal  cavity. 

Apotemnophilia.  Apotemnophilia  is  being  sexually  excited  by  the  fan¬ 
tasy  or  reality  of  being  an  amputee.  This  behavior  is  often  accompanied 
by  obsessional  scheming  to  convince  a  surgeon  to  perform  a  medically 
unnecessary  amputation. 

Gerontophilia.  This  is  the  condition  in  which  a  young  adult  may 
become  sexually  aroused  primarily  or  exclusively  via  sexual  conduct  with 
a  much  older  person. 

Narratophilia.  The  need  to  listen  to  erotic  narratives  (stories)  in  order 
to  achieve  sexual  arousal  constitutes  narratophilia. 
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Olfactophilia.  The  sexual  stimulus  in  olfactophilia  is  associated  with 
smells  and  odors  emanating  from  parts  of  the  body,  especially  sexual  and 
adjacent  parts  (Money,  1986). 

Pictophilia.  This  is  when  an  individual  is  dependent  on  sexy  pictures 
for  sexual  response. 

Somnophilia.  Being  dependent  on  the  fantasy  or  actuality  of  intruding 
on  and  fondling  a  sleeping  stranger  in  order  to  achieve  sexual  arousal  is 
somnophilia. 

Appendix  —  Paraphilias  Quick  Reference 

I  have  listed  the  paraphilias  here  with  a  brief  definition  for  quick  reference. 
However,  for  further  information,  I  direct  the  reader  to  Diagnostic  Manual 
of  Mental  Disorders  IV  and  Abnormal  Psychology  and  Modern  Life,  7th 
edition,  by  Coleman,  Butcher,  and  Carson  (1984). 

Exhibitionism  (302.4)  Exposing  the  genitals  to  an  unsuspecting 
stranger  for  the  purposes  of  obtaining  sexual  excitement. 

Fetishism  (302.81)  Using  nonliving  objects  for  sexual  arousal  (female 
undergarments,  panties,  shoes,  etc.). 

Frotteurism  (302.89)  A  sexual  attraction  to  rubbing  against  the  genita¬ 
lia  or  body  of  another. 

Pedophilia  (302.2)  Engaging  in  sexual  activity  with  prepubertal  children. 

Sexual  masochism  (302.83)  Getting  pleasure  from  being  humiliated, 
bound,  and  beaten,  or  otherwise  made  to  suffer  for  sexual  arousal  (con¬ 
sidered  a  chronic  disorder). 

Sexual  sadism  (302.84)  The  infliction  of  physical  or  psychological  pain 
on  another  person  in  order  to  achieve  sexual  excitement  (considered  a 
chronic  and  progressive  disorder). 

Transvestic  fetishism  (302.3)  Cross-dressing  by  a  heterosexual  male  for 
sexual  excitement.  (Ranges  from  solitary  wearing  of  female  clothes  to 
extensive  involvement  in  a  transvestite  subculture.) 

Voyeurism  (302.82)  Repetitive  looking  at  unsuspecting  people  who  are 
naked,  in  the  act  of  disrobing,  or  are  engaging  in  sexual  activity  (the 
Peeping  Tom). 

Paraphilia  not  otherwise  specified  This  category  is  included  for  coding 
paraphilias  that  do  not  meet  the  criteria  for  any  of  the  specific  categories. 
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Coprophilia:  A  sexual  attraction  to  feces. 

Klismaphilia:  A  sexual  attraction  to  the  giving  or  receiving  of  enemas. 

Mysophilia:  A  sexual  attraction  to  filth.  (See  DSM-IV,  1994.) 

Necrophilia:  A  sexual  attraction  to  dead  bodies;  having  intercourse 
with  a  dead  body. 

Patialism:  An  exclusive  focus  on  a  part  of  the  human  body  (a  breast, 
leg,  penis,  etc.). 

Telephone  scatolgia:  A  sexual  attraction  to  making  obscene  telephone 
calls;  lewdness. 

Urophilia:  A  sexual  attraction  to  urine. 

Zoophilia:  Use  of  animals  for  sexual  arousal  (includes  intercourse 
with  animals  as  well  as  training  the  animal  to  lick  or  rub  the  human 
partner). 
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The  Investigative 
Significance  of  Fantasy  in 
Sex-Related  Incidents 


Human  sexuality,  as  explained  in  Chapter  1,  is  a  complex  dynamic  com¬ 
prised  of  three  components.  The  three  components  of  the  human  sex 
drive  are  biological  (instinctive),  physiological  (functional),  and  emo¬ 
tional  (psychosexual).  The  emotional  or  mental  component  is  the  mani¬ 
festation  of  the  culmination  of  our  psychosexual  and  psychosocial  devel¬ 
opment.  Basically,  the  integration  of  cognitive,  emotional,  sensual,  and 
behavioral  experiences  of  the  individual  provides  for  a  unique  personal 
pattern  of  sexual  activities  that  formulate  what  Dr.  John  Money  defined 
as  the  Lovemap: 

A  developmental  representation  or  template  in  the  mind 
and  in  the  brain  depicting  an  idealized  lover  and  the 
idealized  program  of  sexuoerotic  activity  projected  in  im¬ 
agery  or  actually  engaged  in  with  that  lover,  (p.  290) 

According  to  experts,  the  psychosexual  or  emotional  component  is 
the  strongest  of  the  three,  accounting  for  approximately  70%  of  the 
human  sex  drive.  Because  emotions  are  controlled  by  the  mind,  it  follows 
that  “The  mind  controls  the  act.”  Hence,  if  the  mind  has  constructed  a 
deviant  psychosexual  means  of  expression,  the  actions  of  the  individual 
will  be  equally  dysfunctional. 

The  mind  determines  what  is  and  what  is  not  sexually  arousing  to  an 
individual.  Essentially,  our  human  sexuality  is  established  during  our 
psychosexual  development  through  conditioning  and  experience,  which 
involve  nature  and  nurture. 
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Fantasies,  which  are  conjured  up  in  the  mind  based  upon  our  psy¬ 
chosocial  and  psychosexual  development,  are  a  normal  consequence  of 
our  human  sexuality. 

All  human  sexual  activities  are  initiated  through  fantasies,  which  are 
mental  images  usually  involving  some  fulfilled  or  unfulfilled  desire. 
Fantasy  plays  a  major  role  in  everyone’s  sexual  behavior.  It  is  the  drive 
factor  for  sexual  expression.  Sexual  fantasies  normally  consist  of  imag¬ 
inations  and  a  series  of  mental  images  that  are  sexually  stimulating.  The 
contrast  of  these  normal  fantasies  would  be  the  aberrant  development 
of  bizarre  mental  images  involving  grotesque  unnatural  distortions  of 
sexual  imagery. 

For  the  sexual  predator: 

1.  The  underlying  stimulus  oftentimes  is  expressed  through  sexual 
aggression,  domination,  power,  and  control. 

2.  Sexual  fantasies  constructed  around  such  themes  begin  to  develop 
shortly  after  puberty. 

3.  The  individual  becomes  aroused  by  thoughts  and  fantasies  of  sex¬ 
ual  aggression. 

4.  Clinically  speaking,  the  subject  has  developed  a  Paraphilic 
Lovemap  (Money,  1986),  where  lust  is  attached  to  fantasies  and 
practices  that  are  socially  forbidden,  disapproved,  ridiculed,  or 
penalized. 

This  paraphilic  lovemap  is  then  reinforced  through  repetition,  illus¬ 
trated  by  the  use  of  sadistic  pornography  and  fantasy  stories  featuring 
sexual  sadism.  Acting  out  these  themes  with  consenting  partners  coupled 
with  masturbatory  activities  eventually  formulates  the  subject’s  “tem¬ 
plate,”  or  what  we  refer  to  in  law  enforcement  as  the  “signature”  of  the 
offender. 

The  individual  who  is  aroused  with  thoughts  and  fantasies  of  sexual 
aggression  oftentimes  incorporates  elements  into  his  life  that  serve  to 
enhance  the  fantasy.  The  engram  is  an  example  of  this  phenomenon. 

An  engram  is  a  mind  picture  that  is  conjured  up  in  the  imagination 
or  in  fantasy.  Or,  it  may  be  predicated  on  a  mental  recreation  of  an  actual 
event  (DeRiver,  1958). 

The  author  researched  numerous  cases  in  which  photographs, 
drawings,  videotapes,  books,  women’s  lingerie  and  clothing,  along  with 
anatomically  correct  dolls  were  employed  by  offenders  or  persons  who 
died  as  a  result  of  autoerotic  fatalities  to  stimulate  themselves  (Figure 
2.1). 
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Figure  2.1  Doll  in  bondage.  This  offender,  who  was  a  serial  killer,  maintained 
a  collection  of  anatomically  correct  dolls,  which  he  placed  in  chains  and  bondage 
positions.  The  various  positions  and  implements  that  he  used  were  strikingly 
similar  to  the  actual  tortures  he  inflicted  on  his  victims.  (Courtesy  of  Deputy 
District  Attorney  fim  Yontz,  New  Mexico  District  Attorney's  Office.)  (See  color 
insert  following  page  236.) 


Photographs  and  Magazine  Pictures 

Offenders  or  persons  vested  in  a  sexually  arousing  setting  oftentimes  use 
pictures  from  magazines  and  photographs  to  create  or  enhance  fantasies. 
In  Chapter  9,  the  author  presented  an  offender  who  fantasized  and 
enhanced  his  pornography  by  adding  bindings  to  the  female  models. 
While  engaged  in  consensual  sex  with  a  young  woman,  the  offender  could 
not  perform.  He  proceeded  to  beat  her  about  the  face  and  head  with  a 
metal  weapon.  He  then  took  a  stick  off  the  ground  and  rammed  it  into 
her  vagina  with  such  force  that  it  broke  off  near  her  heart.  He  then  posed 
the  body  at  the  scene  with  her  legs  spread  apart  and  held  in  that  position 
with  a  vine  from  the  trees.  This  pose  was  the  same  as  his  pornography 
with  the  added  bindings. 
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The  author  has  numerous  examples  of  this  method  of  acting  out 
sadistic  fantasies  from  criminal  sexual  assault  cases  as  well  as  autoerotic 
fatalities.  Offenders  use  drawings  and  paintings  as  well  as  pornographic 
magazines  and  regular  magazines  to  create  specific  and  vivid  presenta¬ 
tions.  I  believe  the  case  study  on  “Domestic  Violence  Lust  Murder”  pre¬ 
sented  later  in  this  chapter  provides  an  excellent  example  of  this  type  of 
behavior.  The  subject  had  hundreds  of  drawings  and  paintings  of  women 
depicting  gunshot  and  knife  wounds.  The  wounds  on  his  wife’s  body  as 
well  as  the  knife  protruding  from  her  chest  bore  an  eerie  resemblance  to 
the  drawings  and  paintings  the  detectives  located. 

Alteration  of  Photographs  or  Drawings 

In  some  cases,  the  subject  may  alter  existing  photographs  from  porno¬ 
graphic  magazines  or  even  regular  magazines  in  an  attempt  to  visualize 
a  fantasy.  The  alterations  might  include  drawing  blood  marks  or  wounds 
on  the  photograph  or  adding  bondage  devices.  The  subject  may  even  cut 
and  paste  other  objects  or  parts  of  bodies  onto  existing  pictures. 

Case  #1 

The  author  had  the  opportunity  to  review  a  death  investiga¬ 
tion  involving  a  male  who  had  died  during  an  autoerotic 
event.  I  conferred  with  the  Lieutenant  in  charge  of  the  inves¬ 
tigation.  The  subject  was  a  dentist,  who  was  discovered  in  his 
office  by  an  assistant  after  the  wife  had  become  concerned 
with  his  absence.  When  the  man  was  discovered,  he  was 
wearing  female  attire  and  undergarments,  including  dark 
stockings  and  a  girdle.  Inside  the  girdle  were  various  hair¬ 
brushes  turned  in  a  manner  to  cause  the  brush  to  be  against 
the  skin.  There  was  a  plastic  dildo  inserted  in  the  man’s  anal 
cavity  and  a  noose  had  been  around  his  neck.  The  authorities 
had  properly  classified  the  death  as  accidental. 

However,  during  the  search  of  his  office,  the  authorities 
opened  a  five-drawer  metal  cabinet  that  contained  hundreds 
of  pornographic  magazines,  most  of  which  dealt  with  bond¬ 
age.  The  subject  had  cut  and  pasted  various  objects  and  faces 
on  the  models  in  the  magazines.  He  had  also  created  his  own 
bondage  fantasy  by  accenting  the  models’  pictures  with  ob¬ 
jects  placed  into  their  sexual  orifices.  In  fact,  as  the  reader 
can  see  in  the  photos  (Figure  2.2  to  Figure  2.4),  his  alterations 
were  done  so  meticulously  that  the  conversion  appeared  to 
be  an  actual  photograph  of  a  dental  instrument  inserted 
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Figure  2.2  Fantasy  photo.  The  subject  had  taken  a  model  from  a  magazine  and 
pasted  an  instrument  onto  the  models'  breast.  He  then  added  blood  and  shadows 
to  make  it  appear  that  the  instrument  had  pierced  the  woman's  breast.  (From 
author's  files.) 

through  the  breast,  complete  with  shadow  and  blood  drip¬ 
pings.  Based  on  the  number  of  magazines  that  were  recov¬ 
ered,  and  the  multiple  alterations  the  subject  had  made,  it 
was  quite  apparent  that  the  subject  had  spent  an  inordinate 
amount  of  time  with  his  fantasy. 

However,  the  most  significant  discovery  was  a  black  and 
white  Polaroid  photograph  pasted  onto  one  of  the  magazine 
pages.  It  depicted  two  women  engaged  in  a  bondage  scenario, 
suggesting  that  the  subject  was  involved  with  these  activities 
with  some  playmates.  This  later  proved  to  be  of  investigative 
significance  in  resolving  whether  or  not  this  death  was  an 
autoerotic  or  group  exercise  event.  Although  obviously  em¬ 
barrassing  to  the  other  participants  who  played  these  S&M 
games,  the  actual  death  was  an  autoerotic  fatality. 
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Figure  2.3  Altered  magazine  photograph.  The  subject  had  five  cabinet  drawers 
filled  with  this  material. 


Figure  2.4  A  surprise  find.  The  subject  had  pasted  Polaroid  photographs  of  his 
mistress  and  her  lesbian  friend  engaging  in  klismaphilia. 
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Case  #2 

In  another  case  the  author  reviewed,  the  subject  was  a  white 
male  in  his  late  forties.  He  had  never  been  married  and  was 
living  at  home  with  his  mother  and  sister. 

He  was  discovered  hanging  in  his  basement  workshop.  This 
case  is  presented  in  Chapter  4.  The  subject’s  fantasy  is  quite 
realistically  portrayed  in  his  many  drawings,  which  he  script¬ 
ed.  The  significance  of  these  drawings  coupled  with  the  writ¬ 
ings  provided  an  excellent  insight  into  this  man’s  sexual 
arousal  and  response  system,  which  included  sexual  sadism, 
sexual  masochism,  as  well  as  other  paraphilias  such  as  uro- 
philia,  mysophilia,  with  olfactophilia.  In  one  of  his  fantasy 
drawings,  the  subject  drew  a  sign  over  the  toilet  that  stated, 
“Please  Keep  the  Comfort  Station  Clean,”  indicating  that  he 
most  probably  hung  around  these  facilities  to  smell  the 
odors,  which  were  part  of  his  fantasy  (Figure  2.5). 


Figure  2.5  Fantasy  drawing.  The  subject  created  numerous  drawings  depicting 
S&M  activities  coupled  with  his  fantasy  regarding  urophilia. 
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Significance  of  Sadomasochistic  Autoeroticism 

In  some  instances,  the  fantasy  component  has  been  played-out  in  auto¬ 
erotic  scenarios,  wherein  the  subject  plays  two  parts.  The  subject  may 
play  the  part  of  victim,  either  nude  or  dressed  in  female  attire.  He  also 
acts  as  the  choreographer  in  that  he  directs  the  fantasy  scenario.  In  Chap¬ 
ter  4,  the  author  provides  a  case  in  which  the  victim  presented  himself 
dressed  as  a  woman  hanging  by  the  neck.  He  undoubtedly  had  planned 
on  viewing  the  taped  fantasy  later,  as  stimulus.  What  was  of  investigative 
interest  in  this  scenario  was  the  presence  of  drawings  and  sketches  depict¬ 
ing  women  hanging. 

In  Chapter  4,  the  author  references  this  autoerotic  case  in  which  the 
subject  constructed  a  ritualistic  scenario  depicting  himself  as  a  female 
hanging  from  a  hook  in  the  ceiling.  The  subject  had  covered  his  head 
with  a  hood  and  was  dressed  in  women’s  lingerie.  He  had  performed  this 
ritual  many  times  and  always  used  a  harness  as  a  safety  device.  Obviously, 
convinced  that  he  no  longer  needed  this,  he  disregarded  the  safety  mech¬ 
anism  and  died  of  asphyxiation.  The  important  point  to  note  is  that  the 
subject,  who  had  created  this  sexual  fantasy,  was  playing  two  parts.  He 
obviously  had  planned  on  viewing  himself  in  these  scenarios  and  using 
the  videotapes  as  sexual  stimuli. 

Case  #3 

The  use  of  women’s  lingerie  as  a  sexual  stimulus  was  graph¬ 
ically  portrayed  in  the  autoerotic  weight-bench  case  as  pre¬ 
sented  in  Chapter  4.  This  subject  had  thousands  of  dollars 
worth  of  women’s  nightgowns  and  lingerie.  He  also  had  two 
expensive  women’s  wigs  and  entire  ensembles  of  fashion  de¬ 
signer  clothing,  which  he  purchased  in  his  own  size.  His 
fantasy,  which  included  bondage  and  autoerotic  scenarios, 
was  documented  through  photographs  recovered  in  the 
scene  and  statements  by  his  former  wife,  who  stated  to  police 
that  she  left  him  because  of  his  “kinky  sex  habits.”  The  in¬ 
vestigative  significance  of  this  case  was  revealed  in  the  evi¬ 
dence  collected  by  the  authorities,  which  revealed  the 
subject’s  fantasies.  The  authorities  collected  evidence  of  solo 
sexual  activity  along  with  sexual  fantasy  aids.  The  subject 
had  an  extensive  collection  of  women’s  attire  and  lingerie 
(Figure  2.6  and  Figure  2.7).  There  had  been  evidence  of  prior 
dangerous  autoerotic  practice  supported  by  statements  by 
his  former  wife  relative  to  his  “kinky”  sex  games  as  well  as 
his  past  autoerotic  practice.  There  were  not  any  apparent 
suicidal  intentions,  and  the  investigators  located  photo¬ 
graphs  of  the  victim  engaging  in  autoeroticism. 
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Figure  2.6  Autoerotic  death.  Cross-dressing  fantasy.  The  subject  had  an  exten¬ 
sive  collection  of  expensive  women's  lingerie  and  would  dress  up  for  his  auto¬ 
erotic  exploits.  (Courtesy  of  Retired  Lieutenant  Mark  Fritts,  Hobbs,  New  Mexico 
Police  Department.) 


Figure  2.7  Closet.  An  extensive  collection  of  women's  lingerie,  high  heel 
shoes,  and  accessories  were  discovered  in  the  victim's  closet.  (Courtesy  of  Retired 
Lieutenant  Mark  Fritts,  Hobbs,  New  Mexico  Police  Department.) 
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Fantasy  Writings  of  Sexual  Sadists 

Some  examples  of  actual  writings  of  sexual  sadists  to  present  how  signif¬ 
icant  these  fantasies  become  in  the  actual  analysis  of  the  crimes  are  pre¬ 
sented  here. 

Case  #4 

In  my  early  teens...  My  dad  had  this  copy  of  a  movie  called 
“Slave  of  the  Canibal  (sic)  God.”  In  one  scene  the  main  actress 
was  captured  and  tied  hy  her  hands  to  this  pole.  I  guess  she 
was  to  be  the  sacrifice  to  the  god  but  during  the  night  one  of 
the  native  men  came  up  to  her  and  stood  in  front  of  her  and 
grabbed  her  breasts  then  went  behind  her  covering  her  mouth 
with  his  hand  and  was  fingering  and  rubbing  her  pussy  while 
she  moaned  and  struggled  to  no  avail.  Then  the  other  natives 
caught  him  and  stopped  him  but  this  scene  excited  me  sexually 
more  than  I  had  ever  been  in  my  life.  To  see  a  beautiful  woman 
tied  and  sexually  taken  in  this  way  where  she  had  no  choice  in 
the  matter  but  to  accept  it  excited  me  to  no  end. 

Whenever  dad  or  mom  were  in  another  room  or  outside  I  would 
repeatedly  watch  the  few  minutes  of  this  scene  over  and  over 
never  getting  tired  of  watching  it  and  imagining  that  the  native 
was  me  and  I  was  the  one  doing  that  to  her. 

Author's  Observation 

The  offender  engaged  in  repetitive  viewing  of  the  portions  of  the  film 
that  were  arousing  to  him,  which  validated  and  reinforced  his  desire  for 
bondage  and  aggressive  sexual  conduct.  When  he  finally  acted  on  this 
criminal  impulse,  he  incorporated  his  fantasy  into  the  event,  which  made 
his  writings  quite  revealing. 

The  Subject,  Continued 

I  guess  the  part  of  his  hand  over  her  mouth  so  she  couldn’t 
scream  and  the  fact  that  she  struggled  and  was  being  taken 
sexually  and  she  had  no  choice  is  what  excited  me.  Also  the 
fact  that  she  was  bound  (sic).  The  bondage  was  the  biggest  part 
of  it  for  me.  If  it  haden’t  (sic)  been  for  that  fact  and  the  fact 
that  she  was  being  raped  I  would  not  have  enjoyed  it. 

Reinforcement  of  the  Fantasy:  Case  #4  Continued 

When  I  got  to  Denver  there  were  a  lot  of  sex  shops.  There  I 
found  bondage  magazines  and  videos.  Magazines  with  photos 
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of  beautiful  women  and  young  girls  tied,  bound  and  gagged  in 
just  about  every  way  possible.  I  was  in  heaven.  I  bought  lots  of 
mags  (sic)  and  videos.  After  a  year  or  so  of  looking  and  watching 
I  wanted  the  real  thing.  I  wanted  a  woman  to  bound  up  and 
sexually  abuse.  It  only  changed  though  as  the  fact  that  I  didn’t 
want  a  willing  partner  as  (NAME  WITHHELD)  had  been.  I 
wanted  an  unwilling  partner.  I  would  go  out  and  walk  the 
streets  and  visit  clubs  looking  for  the  right  woman  or  girl  but 
that  seemed  about  all  I  could  do. 


Consenting  Partners  Used  to  Reinforce  the  Fantasy 

In  many  cases,  the  offenders  used  their  girlfriends  or  prostitutes  to  act  out 
their  sadistic  fantasies.  Interestingly  from  an  investigative  perspective,  the 
sexual  crimes  committed  by  the  offenders  and  the  activities  they  engaged 
in  with  their  consenting  partners  were  almost  mirror-image  scenarios. 

Case  #4  Continued 

. . .  my  girlfriend  (NAME  WITHHELD )  and  me  used  to  get  into 
bondage.  I  would  tie  her  on  the  bed  or  tie  her  hands  above  her 
head  in  a  doorway  and  have  sex  with  her.  We  had  sex  this  way 
a  lot.  Actually  every  time  we  had  sex  unless  we  were  in  the  car 
or  somewhere  outside  I  bound  her  up.  It  got  to  the  point  where 
if  she  wasn’t  bound  or  tied  up  in  some  way  I  wouldn’t  enjoy  it. 

To  see  her  bound  and  helpless  and  totally  under  my  control 
along  with  the  thought  that  if  I  wanted  to  do  something  to  her 
that  she  didn’t  she  could  not  stop  me.  She  was  at  my  mercy. 

She  was  in  a  sense  my  sex  slave.  I  could  have  my  way  with  her 
and  untied  her  or  I  didn’t  have  to.  It  was  my  choice. . . 

Case  #5 

Serial  Rapist’s  Diary 

The  offender  described  in  his  journal  how  he  acted  out  a  bondage  fantasy 
that  was  remarkably  similar  to  the  actual  crimes  he  committed.  It  is  also 
interesting  to  note  that  the  sexual  bondage  and  discipline  magazines  he 
purchased  were  reflected  in  his  behavior  with  the  consenting  partners  as 
well  as  his  victims.  The  difference  in  his  mind  was  that  he  was  “Only 
Playing”  with  the  consenting  partner.  The  reality  is  evident  in  the  actual 
police  reports  of  his  conduct  with  the  victims.  My  review  of  the  journal 
entries  indicated  a  progression  of  activities,  as  the  offender  repeatedly 
acted  out  the  scenarios  depicted  in  the  magazines  and  incorporated  the 
pictures  of  the  bound  women  into  his  fantasy  system. 
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I  ordered  her  into  the  bedroom,  stripped  her  nude,  blindfolded 
her  and  taped  her  hands  and  feet.  I  forced  her  on  her  knees 
and  made  her  suck  my  dick  and  I  even  fucked  her  mouth.  She 
looked  so  incredible,  nude  and  tied  helplessly,  forced  to  suck  my 
dick  like  that.  I  put  her  in  bed  and  touched  and  licked  her 
helpless  body  and  then  I  fucked  her. 

I  ordered  her  to  strip  for  me  and  made  her  wiggle  her  cute  little 
ass  as  she  took  off  her  panties.  Handcuffed  her,  forced  her  on 
the  bed,  tied  her  handcuffed  wrists  to  the  top  of  the  bed  frame, 
blindfolded  and  gagged  her  then  fucked  her. 

I  handcuffed  her  behind  her  back,  blindfolded  and  gagged  her, 
tied  her  feet  and  knees,  hogged  (sic)  tied  her  a  little,  tied  her 
elbows  together  and  played  with  her. 

He  then  writes  an  interesting  entry.  “Got  home  at  11,  jacked  off  to 
her  helpless,  bound  and  gagged  image.” 

He  had  constructed  an  engram  of  his  playtime  bondage  activities, 
which  allowed  him  to  vividly  recall  that  event  as  well  as  his  crimes.  This 
is  an  important  investigative  consideration,  because  it  revealed  his  “sig¬ 
nature.”  In  addition,  we  hear  him  state  in  his  own  words  how  he  was 
actually  able  to  fantasize  himself  to  orgasm. 

More  importantly  from  an  investigative  perspective,  we  see  the 
offender  acting  out  his  fantasies  with  a  consenting  partner.  In  cases  of 
this  nature,  it  is  imperative  that  the  detectives  interview  the  significant 
other  in  an  offender’s  life  to  gain  insight  into  his  actual  crimes. 

Case  #6 

Interviews  with  Subject  and  his  Former  Cellmate 

A  serial  killer,  who  had  disclosed  his  fantasies  to  a  cellmate,  provided  an 
excellent  example  of  the  time  and  effort  a  sexual  sadist  will  devote  to  a 
fantasy-driven  expression  of  sexual  violence.  This  case  is  presented  in  its 
entirety  in  Chapter  9,  Lust  Murder  and  Deviant-Oriented  Assaults. 

The  offender  wanted  to  build  underground  caves  in  the  woods,  where 
he  could  keep  his  victims  alive  for  a  week  or  two  before  killing  them. 
These  caves  would  have  “play  rooms,”  where  he  could  act  out  his  fantasies 
with  his  slaves.  He  was  also  going  to  construct  long  escape  tunnels  in 
order  to  avoid  apprehension. 

According  to  his  cellmate,  the  subject  would  fantasize  so  intensely 
about  torturing  and  killing  young  women  that  he  would  experience  an 
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Figure  2.8  Lust  murder  case.  The  offender  fantasized  about  cutting  off  the 
breasts  of  his  victims  and  placing  objects  into  their  sexual  orifices.  (Courtesy  of 
Chief  Criminal  Deputy  Robin  Wagg,  Douglas  County,  Washington  State  Sheriff's 
Department.) 

orgasm.  The  cellmate  reported  that  there  was  an  emotional  intensity  in 
the  subject’s  eyes  once  the  subject  began  talking  about  his  fantasies. 

In  postconviction  interviews,  authorities  learned  that  knives  were  a 
big  part  of  his  fantasy,  along  with  the  cutting.  The  subject  fantasized  about 
mutilating  his  victims  with  his  knife  while  they  were  still  alive. 

He  wanted  to  cut  off  his  victim’s  breasts  and  vaginas  and  shove  beer 
bottles  and  other  instruments  into  their  sexual  orifices.  This  proved  quite 
significant,  considering  what  the  subject  did  to  two  of  his  actual  victims 
(Figure  2.8). 

Case  #7 

In  the  police  interview,  a  homosexual  male  admitted  to 
having  homosexual  tendencies  at  the  age  of  7.  His  first 
homosexual  experience  was  in  a  State  Hospital  at  age  14, 
when  another  patient  forced  him  to  have  anal  sex  with  him. 

He  stated  that  it  scared  him,  but  he  liked  it.  He  stated  that 
he  had  been  committed  to  the  hospital  because  of  his  fan¬ 
tasies  about  killing  his  neighbor  and  had  begun  tape  re¬ 
cording  his  fantasies. 

He  spent  3  years  at  the  State  Hospital.  During  his  stay,  he 
reported  that  he  constantly  had  these  “Killing  Fantasies.”  The 
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subject  and  a  male  lover  of  approximately  10  years  had  a 
long  history  of  domestic  violence. 

The  subject  stated  that  they  decided  to  meet  each  other  at  a 
motel  to  carry  out  their  long-planned  murder/suicide.  The 
subject  told  the  police  that  he  wanted  to  kill  his  lover  for  all 
the  years  of  bitching  about  his  drinking.  He  admitted  that 
he  tried  to  strangle  him  in  the  past  but  could  not  go  through 
with  it.  They  both  consumed  a  few  bottles  of  wine  and  had 
taken  some  drugs.  The  subject  suddenly  stabbed  his  lover 
and  left  the  knife  in  the  victim’s  stomach.  The  subject  then 
stated  that  he  began  to  think  of  the  fantasies  he  had  in  the 
past  of  cutting  up  his  lover  and  taking  body  parts.  He  would 
often  masturbate  to  these  fantasies  and  think  about  playing 
with  the  body  parts. 

He  started  by  sawing  off  the  victim’s  penis  and  testicles  and 
taking  them  to  the  bathroom,  where  he  washed  them. 

He  kept  the  penis  but  flushed  the  testicles  because  he  did  not 
like  the  way  they  looked.  He  then  cut  off  the  victim’s  ears 
and  put  one  down  his  throat,  but  then  changed  his  mind. 
He  wanted  it  back,  so  he  cut  off  the  victim’s  head  and  took 
the  ear  out  through  the  neck.  The  subject  pulled  out  the 
victim’s  intestines  and  sucked  and  played  with  them.  He  also 
sucked  on  the  severed  penis  in  an  attempt  to  “make  it  hard.” 

The  subject  took  the  victim’s  penis,  ears,  tongue,  and  armpit. 
First  he  washed  them.  Then  he  masturbated  with  them  be¬ 
fore  pocketing  them.  When  he  was  arrested,  he  still  had  the 
body  parts  in  his  pocket  (Figure  2.9). 

Case  #8 

Jeffrey  Dahmer  provided  an  excellent  example  of  the  pro¬ 
gression  of  a  perverse  fantasy  system  fueled  through  repeti¬ 
tion  and  by  recalling  an  after-image  engram  of  this  sensation. 

He  lured  homosexual  males  to  his  apartment  under  the  pre¬ 
tense  of  taking  photographs  of  them.  Once  the  victims  were 
at  the  apartment,  Dahmer  offered  them  a  drink,  which  con¬ 
tained  drugs.  After  he  drugged  them,  he  would  handcuff 
them  in  the  event  they  regained  consciousness.  He  would 
then  strangle  them  to  death  and  engage  in  necrophilia  with 
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Figure  2.9  Body  parts.  When  the  man  was  arrested  by  police  and  searched, 
they  found  the  body  parts  of  his  male  lover.  He  was  carrying  them  in  his 
pocket.  (Courtesy  of  Detective  Sergeant  feffrey  Smith,  Pontiac,  Michigan  Police 
Department.) 

their  bodies.  In  some  instances,  Dahmer  tortured  his  victims 
before  killing  them.  He  had  cut  off  the  penis  and  body  parts 
of  his  victims  and  preserved  them  in  formaldehyde.  He  also 
engaged  in  cannibalism. 

Dahmer  posed  his  dead  victims  and  their  body  parts  and 
then  photographed  them  with  a  Polaroid  camera.  He  would 
masturbate  to  the  heads  and  body  parts  as  he  recalled  the 
murders  and  fantasized  about  the  actual  event  (Figure  2.10 
and  Figure  2.11). 

Case  #9 

This  subject,  who  was  21  years  of  age,  worked  in  his  mother’s 
clothing  store.  He  had  a  history  of  several  contacts  with  the 
police  in  connection  with  sexual  harassment  of  female  jog¬ 
gers,  indecent  remarks,  and  other  sex-related  incidents. 

Although  he  had  been  identified,  the  victims  had  been  reluc¬ 
tant  to  press  charges,  so  he  did  not  have  a  criminal  record. 

On  the  day  of  the  incident,  an  attractive  young  mother  and 
her  19-month-old  daughter  went  to  the  clothing  store  to  make 
some  purchases.  As  the  young  mother  and  her  child  walked 
toward  the  back  of  the  store,  the  offender  quickly  began  ush¬ 
ering  other  customers  out  of  the  store.  He  then  hung  a 
“Closed”  sign  in  the  window  and  locked  the  door  before  at¬ 
tacking  the  victim.  He  was  unable  to  complete  the  rape,  but 
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Figure  2.10  Posing  of  dead  victim's  body.  Dahmer  photographed  his  victim's 
bodies  in  various  positions  that  he  found  to  be  sexually  significant  to  him. 
(Courtesy  of  Retired  Captain  James  Ferrier,  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin  Police  Depart¬ 
ment.)  (See  color  insert  following  page  236.) 


Figure  2.11  Posing  of  dead  victim's  body.  Dahmer  would  then  use  the  Polaroid 
photographs  to  relive  the  events  and  stimulate  his  obsession  with  sexual  sadism 
and  necrophilia.  (Courtesy  of  Retired  Captain  James  Ferrier,  Milwaukee,  Wiscon¬ 
sin  Police  Department.) 


The  Investigative  Significance  of  Fantasy  in  Sex-Related  Incidents 


51 


he  did  involve  himself  in  sexual  conduct  with  the  woman’s 
body  and  masturbated  on  the  victim  and  on  the  floor.  He 
then  disposed  of  the  two  bodies,  dropping  one  in  a  National 
Park  and  the  other  at  an  abandoned  commercial  facility.  He 
subsequently  was  identified  and  arrested  by  the  police. 

During  the  search  of  the  clothing  store,  police  located  a 
number  of  pieces  of  evidence  as  well  as  a  VCR  and  three 
pornographic  videos  in  the  backroom  of  store.  Apparently, 
he  would  entertain  himself  by  viewing  these  tapes.  The  police 
also  noted  that  the  subject  had  made  a  peephole  in  the  wall 
of  the  backroom,  which  allowed  him  to  view  the  customers 
while  they  changed  clothes  in  the  dressing  rooms. 

The  police  also  executed  a  search  warrant  of  his  residence. 
A  search  of  his  room  revealed  his  obsessive  interest  in  por¬ 
nography.  Police  also  located  a  plastic  vibrating  dildo  with 
gels,  a  used  rubber  vagina,  battery-powered  testicle  vibrator, 
sexual  magazines,  cards,  and  photos  (Figure  2.12  and  Figure 
2.13). 


Figure  2.12  Dressing  room.  This  is  an  interior  crime  scene  photograph  of  the 
dressing  room  in  the  suspect's  mother's  store.  (Courtesy  of  Lieutenant  John  Fallon 
and  Detective  Richard  Peffall,  Montgomery  County,  Pennsylvania  Detectives.) 
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Figure  2.13  Peephole.  This  crime  scene  photo  shows  the  hole  in  the  wall  of 
the  dressing  room.  From  the  storage  room,  the  subject  would  watch  the  female 
customers  as  they  dressed.  (Courtesy  of  Lieutenant  John  Fallon  and  Detective 
Richard  Peffall,  Montgomery  County,  Pennsylvania  Detectives.) 

Perhaps  the  most  revealing  evidence  recovered  during  the 
search  was  a  shirt  that  belonged  to  the  subject.  The  shirt 
depicted  a  vampire  ravaging  a  beautiful  young  woman  with 
long  black  hair,  which  bore  a  striking  resemblance  to  the 
victim.  In  fact,  it  was  so  compelling  that  the  District  Attorney 
introduced  this  shirt  at  the  subject’s  trial. 

The  significance  of  his  obsession  with  pornography,  coupled 
with  his  previous  behaviors,  as  well  as  the  triggering  mech¬ 
anism  in  the  form  of  the  tee-shirt,  are  excellent  examples  of 
a  fantasy- driven  expression.  The  subject  acted  out  in  the  spur 
of  the  moment  with  no  regard  for  the  consequences  of  his 
actions  or  the  possibility  of  getting  caught  (Figure  2.14  and 
Figure  2.15). 

This  case  is  a  classic  example  of  the  disorganized  offender 
who  was  so  absorbed  in  his  perverse  fantasy  world  that  he 
never  considered  the  consequences  of  his  actions.  He  at¬ 
tacked  a  victim  of  opportunity  in  his  mother’s  clothing  store, 
where  he  was  the  only  clerk  on  duty. 

Case  #10 

Serial  Killer’s  Fantasy 

In  Chapter  10,  the  author  presents  a  serial  murder  case  in¬ 
volving  Maury  Travis. 
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Figure  2.14  Vampire  shirt.  This  shirt  was  found  in  the  subject's  room.  The 
district  attorney  introduced  this  shirt  into  trial,  because  it  bore  such  a  resem¬ 
blance  to  the  victim.  The  sexual  imagery  acted  as  a  "triggering"  mechanism  for 
the  subject  when  he  saw  the  victim  enter  his  mother's  store.  (Courtesy  of  Lieu¬ 
tenant  John  Fallon  and  Detective  Richard  Peffall,  Montgomery  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Detectives.) 


Figure  2.15  The  victim. 

This  offender  was  heavily  vested  in  bondage  fantasy  and  had 
accumulated  a  number  of  Web  site  references  and  materials 
that  were  significant  to  the  investigation. 

Detectives  located  a  paperback  book  that  contained  infor¬ 
mation  on  acts  of  sadism.  There  were  various  phrases  or 
paragraphs  highlighted  for  easy  reference.  Taped  inside  the 
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first  page  of  the  book  were  newspaper  articles  about  a  young 
girl  who  had  been  held  captive  by  her  neighbor.  The  man 
had  built  a  bunker  (cell)  in  his  basement  to  keep  this  young 
girl  as  a  sex  slave. 

Investigators  also  located  several  drawings  and  information 
that  Travis  had  gathered  relative  to  building  a  concrete  block 
cell  in  the  basement  of  his  residence.  Travis  made  reference 
to  how  the  cell  would  be  constructed  and  the  cost  of  renting 
various  pieces  of  equipment  per  hour.  Travis  noted  on  the 
drawings  how  his  captives  would  be  restrained,  what  they 
would  be  fed,  and  how  he  would  make  them  wear  Depends® 
for  sanitation  purposes. 

Travis  made  references  to  various  books  and  Web  sites  rela¬ 
tive  to  bondage  and  torture.  He  had  books  that  referenced 
the  Marquis  De  Sade  as  well  as  other  written  materials  re¬ 
lating  to: 

•  How  men  should  enjoy  every  aspect  of  their  sexuality 

•  How  women  should  be  used  and  abused 

•  How  women  should  be  tortured  and  kept  in  bondage, 
degraded,  and  humiliated 

This  offender  was  heavily  into  S&M  and  had  videotaped 
some  of  his  activities,  as  he  acted  out  his  fantasies  with  his 
victims.  The  investigators  located  this  videotape  in  a  secret 
compartment  in  the  suspect’s  basement.  There  were  a  num¬ 
ber  of  episodes  recorded  on  this  tape  that  eventually  led  to 
the  identification  of  the  victims. 

A  portion  of  the  tape  began  with  the  camera  focused  on  a 
nude,  black  female  who  appeared  to  be  between  the  ages  of 
30  to  40  years.  The  camera  recorded  her  performing  oral 
sodomy  on  Travis.  Her  hands  were  free.  She  was  wearing  a 
military  cold  weather  pile  cap.  Her  eyes  were  covered  with 
some  type  of  cloth-looking  material,  which  was  covered  with 
duct  tape.  She  was  on  her  knees  on  the  bed  facing  Travis, 
who  was  apparently  sitting  against  a  pillow  on  the  bed. 

The  next  scene  showed  the  victim  lying  face  down  on  the 
bed  with  her  hands  apparently  secured  to  the  headboard  of 
the  bed  in  some  unknown  manner.  Travis  is  engaged  in  anal 
sex  with  the  bound  victim. 
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The  victim  was  heard  to  moan  as  Travis  thrusts  himself  into 
her.  She  began  to  cry  and  plead  with  him.  She  told  him  that 
it  hurt.  Travis  told  her,  “Shut  up.”  Travis  then  began  to  thrust 
harder,  and  you  could  hear  the  victim  moaning  and  crying 
out  from  the  pain.  When  Travis  was  finished,  he  left  the 
victim  lying  on  the  bed  moaning.  Suddenly,  Travis  reap¬ 
peared  and  smacked  the  victim  across  her  bare  buttocks.  He 
told  her  to  “sit  still.” 

Travis  then  focused  the  camera  on  her  vagina.  He  fondled 
her  vagina  while  holding  the  camera  and  filming  close  ups 
of  his  activities  as  he  probed  her.  The  victim  continued  to 
say,  “YOU  ARE  THE  MASTER  AND  IT  PLEASES  ME  TO 
SERVE  YOU.”  Travis  said  to  her,  “Clearer,”  which  obviously 
meant  keep  speaking  those  words.  Travis  then  jammed  his 
finger  into  her  vagina  and  you  could  hear  the  woman  cry 
out  in  pain. 

Travis  then  replaced  the  camera  on  its  tripod.  He  took  a 
Corona  Beer  bottle  and  inserted  the  neck  of  the  bottle  into 
the  female’s  vagina.  The  victim  gasped  out  in  pain.  Travis 
told  her,  “Spread  your  legs.  Spread  them  wide.”  During  this 
activity,  the  victim  was  constantly  made  to  repeat  the  above 
phrase,  “YOU  ARE  THE  MASTER,  AND  IT  PLEASES  ME 
TO  SERVE  YOU.” 

The  next  scene  continued  in  the  bedroom.  The  nude  female 
is  lying  back  on  the  bed  with  her  legs  spread.  Her  hands  were 
cuffed  together,  and  she  is  heard  to  be  saying,  “YOU  ARE 
THE  MASTER  AND  IT  PLEASES  ME  TO  SERVE  YOU,”  over 
and  over  again.  Travis  told  her,  “Say  it  clear.  I  can’t  hear  you.” 

Travis  then  pushed  the  bottle  up  into  the  victim’s  vagina. 
The  victim  was  losing  her  concentration  as  Travis  pushed 
the  bottle  into  her  vagina  and  was  not  speaking  clearly 
enough.  Travis  told  her,  “Stop.  Say  it.  You  are  the  master  and 
it  pleases  me  to  serve  you.”  The  victim  continued  to  say,  “You 
are  the  master  and  it  pleases  me  to  serve  you.”  Travis  then 
told  her,  “Spread  your  legs.  Put  them  all  the  way  up.”  Travis 
then  said,  “What  were  you  saying?” 

The  victim  continued  to  say  the  phrase.  Once  Travis  had  her 
legs  spread  open  to  expose  her  anal  cavity,  he  began  to  insert 
the  Corona  bottle  into  her  anal  cavity.  You  could  hear  the 
victim  saying  the  phrase  and  crying  out  with  the  pain  he  was 
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causing  her.  The  victim  is  clearly  in  pain.  But,  Travis  contin¬ 
ued  to  make  her  utter  the  phrase. 

He  told  her,  “Move  your  hands,”  as  she  attempted  to  protect 
herself.  Travis  told  her,  “Put  your  hands  over  your  head.”  She 
was  crying  out  in  pain  as  she  uttered  the  phrase.  Travis  told 
her,  “Shut  up  or  I’ll  put  this  mother  fucker  (meaning  the 
bottle)  up  your  motherfucking  stomach.”  Travis  then 
rammed  the  bottle  into  her  anal  cavity  and  then  yelled  at 
her,  “Put  your  hands  over  your  head.  Shut  up.  Concentrate.” 
The  victim  continued  to  utter  the  phrase.  Travis  then  got 
mad  at  her  for  complaining,  and  he  slapped  her  across  the 
face.  Travis  stated,  “Sit  your  fat  ass  down  you  dumb  ass  bitch. 
Lay  down  on  the  bed  and  close  your  eyes.” 

Out  of  camera  range,  the  victim  apparently  tried  to  take  the 
tape  off  her  eyes.  Travis  got  mad  and  said,  “I’m  gonna  put  a 
plunger  up  your  ass  and  I  ain’t  pull’in  it  out  till  I  see  blood. 
Do  it  again.  Take  that  tape  off  again  and  see  what  happens.” 

Travis  then  said  to  the  female,  “Are  you  sorry  you  jump  into 
a  car  with  a  mother  fucker?”  The  female  said  she  was  sorry 
for  jumping  into  a  car  with  a  guy.  Travis  raised  his  voice  as 
if  he  was  irritated  and  said,  “Say  it  like  I  said  it,  ‘You  are  sorry 
for  jumping  into  a  car  with  a  mother  fucker.’”  The  female 
repeated  what  he  told  her  to  say.  Travis  then  asked  her  if  she 
had  any  children.  She  told  him  that  she  did.  Travis  asked  her 
if  she  was  raising  her  children,  and  she  said  yes.  Travis  said, 
“You’re  not  raising  nothing,  you  are  out  there  lying  on  your 
back,  getting  money  for  crack.” 

In  the  next  scene,  you  observe  Travis  attaching  a  chrome- 
colored  chain  to  the  female’s  neck.  During  the  process  of 
attaching  the  chain,  the  female  began  choking.  Travis  said  to 
her,  “Shut  Up  Bitch,  I’m  not  going  to  hurt  you,  at  least  not 
yet.  I  think  I’m  going  to  keep  you  for  a  couple  of  weeks.” 

The  tape  ended  at  this  point.  This  victim  was  later  identified 
as  one  of  Maury  Travis’s  serial  murder  victims. 


Fantasy  and  Linking  Criminal  Events 


The  practical  application  of  this  information  in  the  investigative  process 
is  the  recognition  of  the  fantasy-driven  behaviors,  which  we  call  the 
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“signature”  element  in  the  event.  In  Practical  Homicide  Investigation,  3rd 
edition,  the  author  described  this  phenomena  as  follows  (Geberth,  1996): 

The  signature  aspect  of  a  violent  criminal  offender  is  a 
unique  and  integral  part  of  the  offender’s  behavior.  This 
signature  component  refers  to  the  psychodynamics,  which 
are  the  mental  and  emotional  processes  underlying  hu¬ 
man  behavior  and  its  motivations,  (p.  756) 

However,  in  focusing  on  the  “signature”  aspect  of  the  event,  the 
investigator  should  not  disregard  the  “Modus  Operandi”  (MO)  of  the 
offender.  The  MO  is  a  learned  behavior  that  changes  as  offenders  gain 
experience,  build  confidence,  or  become  involved  with  the  criminal 
justice  system.  It  also  may  reveal  the  level  of  sophistication  of  an 
offender.  Remember:  Human  behavior  is  repetitive.  Certain  actions 
engaged  in  at  the  scene  by  certain  TYPES  of  PERSONALITIES  will  tend 
to  repeat  themselves. 

In  investigative  analysis,  we  look  at  signature  and  MO  as  well  as  the 
forensic  evidence  and  its  significance  to  the  event. 

Case  #11 

A  serial  killer  who  was  operating  in  two  different  states  was 
able  to  elude  police  apprehension  for  a  period  of  time  be¬ 
cause  of  “Linkage  Blindness.”  Actually,  the  signature  of  the 
offender  was  that  of  a  sexual  sadist.  Each  crime  was  charac¬ 
terized  by  prolonged  and  sadistic  assaults  on  his  victims, 
whom  he  seemingly  “played”  with  as  he  tortured  them  for 
hours.  He  selected  each  of  his  victims  for  the  purpose  of 
sexual  and  psychosexual  gratification.  The  subject  had  stated 
that  bondage  had  aroused  him  since  he  was  young.  The 
suffering  of  his  victims  sexually  excited  him,  and  the  cruelty 
of  the  acts  increased.  The  progression  of  his  activities  was 
consistent  with  sexual  sadism. 

In  this  particular  case,  one  of  the  visible  signature  elements 
that  allowed  authorities  to  link  the  cases  was  that  the  victims 
had  been  found  handcuffed,  or  there  were  obvious  handcuff 
marks  upon  the  victim’s  wrists.  In  addition,  many  of  the 
torturous  incision  marks  from  the  offender’s  knife  were  sim¬ 
ilar  in  each  of  the  sexual  assaults.  The  offender  focused  his 
attacks  on  specific  body  regions,  particularly  the  breasts.  He 
brutalized  his  victims  and  literally  bit  into  their  breasts.  In¬ 
vestigation  revealed  that  the  offender  had  an  intense  interest 
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Figure  2.16  Victim  of  serial  killer.  In  this  photo,  we  see  a  victim  of  a  serial 
killer  found  in  a  New  York  City  hotel.  This  victim  had  been  tortured  and  sexually 
abused.  The  offender  removed  the  breasts  of  the  victim  and  placed  them  on  the 
bed  board  to  shock  the  police. 

in  bondage  and  total  control  and  submission  of  his  victims, 
including  taping  their  mouths  so  they  would  be  totally  vul¬ 
nerable  and  could  not  cry  out  in  pain  as  he  tortured  them 
(Figure  2.16). 

When  the  authorities  in  this  case  executed  a  search  warrant 
at  the  subject’s  home,  they  discovered  that  he  maintained  a 
“private”  room  in  the  house.  Even  his  wife  was  not  permitted 
access.  Inside  that  room,  the  detectives  discovered  a  treasure 
trove  of  evidence.  In  fact,  this  room  became  known  as  the 
“Trophy  Room”  during  subsequent  trials  and  prosecutions. 

Crucial  evidence  linking  the  subject  to  all  of  the  murders  was 
discovered  in  that  room,  from  jewelry  and  clothing  from  his 
victims,  which  he  took  as  trophies,  to  items  as  innocuous  as 
nail  polish  and  nail  polish  remover.  Among  the  many  items 
recovered  from  this  room  was  an  extensive  collection  of  B&D 
materials  and  other  pornography,  which  indicated  the  sub¬ 
ject’s  intense  interest  in  sadomasochistic  activities  (Figure 
2.17  to  Figure  2.20). 

The  killer’s  need  for  bondage  to  obtain  sexual  arousal  was 
graphically  described  by  one  of  his  surviving  victims,  who 
told  police  that  the  subject  told  her  how  he  derived  sexual 
satisfaction  and  enjoyment  from  torturing  and  beating 
women.  He  told  her  that  he  had  done  this  before,  and  that 
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Figure  2.17  Trophy  room.  The  offender  maintained  a  private  room  in  his  house 
that  his  wife  was  not  allowed  in.  Note  the  bondage  books.  (Courtesy  of  Retired 
Lieutenant  Frank  P.  Del  Prete,  Bergen  County,  New  Jersey  Prosecutor's  Office.) 


Figure  2.18  Jewelry  recovered.  This  piece  of  jewelry  recovered  in  the  trophy 
room  was  matched  to  one  of  the  murder  victims.  (Courtesy  of  Retired  Lieutenant 
Frank  P.  Del  Prete,  Bergen  County,  New  Jersey  Prosecutor's  Office.) 
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Figure  2.19  Victim  identified  and  matched  to  jewelry. 


Figure  2.20  Trophies.  Many  of  the  trophies  that  the  killer  took  were  innocu¬ 
ous  objects,  such  as  nail  polish  and  nail  polish  remover,  along  with  costume 
jewelry.  (Courtesy  of  Retired  Lieutenant  Frank  P.  Del  Prete,  Bergen  County,  New 
Jersey  Prosecutor's  Office.) 


she  (the  victim)  was  a  “whore.”  While  torturing  Leslie  O’Dell, 
who  was  pleading  for  her  life,  he  yelled  at  her,  “You  have  to 
take  it.  The  other  girls  did  and  you  have  to  take  it  too.  You’re 
a  whore  and  you  have  to  be  punished.”  This  became  an 
important  linking  statement  in  subsequent  prosecutions. 

He  was  methodical  and  cunning  and  planned  each  of  his 
offenses.  He  maintained  a  “murder  kit”  and  props,  which  he 
used  on  his  victims,  as  well  as  handcuffs  and  restraints.  Plus, 
he  taped  his  victims’  mouths  to  control  them.  His  MO  was 
to  pick  up  a  prostitute  and  take  her  to  a  hotel.  Or  meet  a 
woman  in  a  bar  and  then  incapacitate  her  by  slipping  a  drug 
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into  her  drink  and  then  bringing  her  to  a  location  where  he 
could  torture  her.  Throughout  his  predation,  he  was  con¬ 
stantly  refining  his  modus  operandi  and  taking  measures  to 
avoid  apprehension.  He  used  fire  to  destroy  the  crime  scenes 
in  the  New  York  City  cases.  In  the  New  Jersey  cases,  he 
dumped  his  victims  or  left  their  bodies  in  motels.  His  “com¬ 
fort”  zone,  obviously,  was  a  particular  motel  in  New  Jersey. 
He  not  only  brought  three  of  victims  there  but  also  took  his 
girlfriend  to  the  same  motel. 

The  significance  of  his  signature  along  with  his  distinctive 
MO  enabled  the  District  Attorney  to  successfully  prosecute 
this  offender  for  a  murder  that  authorities  believe  was  his 
first  victim,  a  next-door  neighbor.  This  case  became  known 
as  the  “Signature  Case.” 

The  medical  examiner  testified  that  two  of  the  cases  were 
identical.  The  distinctive  manner  in  which  the  subject  had 
killed  two  of  the  women  was  the  defendant’s  signature. 

Case  #12 

This  case  involved  a  serial  killer  who  was  killing  prostitutes. 
The  author  became  a  consultant  for  the  agency  in  this  case, 
when  the  second  body  was  discovered  at  a  new  construction 
site.  There  was  no  doubt  that  the  same  killer  was  involved 
in  a  previous  murder  of  a  prostitute  months  earlier.  His 
signature  was  quite  identifiable.  He  would  proposition  his 
victims  and  take  them  in  his  van  to  a  secluded  location. 

Once  he  completed  the  sex  act,  he  stripped  and  tortured 
them  for  hours,  using  his  tools  from  the  van.  He  would  then 
display  their  bodies.  The  cases  were  linked  by  the  distinctive 
injuries  caused  by  the  tools  he  was  using,  as  well  as  the  killer’s 
focus  on  causing  pain  to  the  victim’s  breasts.  In  addition,  the 
first  two  murders  were  linked  forensically  by  blue  carpet 
fibers  recovered  from  the  bodies,  which  were  matched  to  the 
suspect’s  van  (Figure  2.21  and  Figure  2.22). 

The  significance  of  fantasy  in  this  case  was  graphically  re¬ 
vealed  when  pursuant  to  a  search  warrant,  detectives  went 
to  the  killer’s  home  and  retrieved  a  number  of  items,  includ¬ 
ing  one  pornographic  videotape  entitled,  “The  Taming  of 
Rebecca.”  This  videotape  contained  a  number  of  scenes  that 
were  similar  to  what  the  offender  was  doing  to  his  victims. 
The  breast  assault  and  paddling  activities  appeared  to  be 
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Figure  2.21  Serial  killing.  This  female  victim  was  sadistically  tortured  and 
killed  by  the  offender.  Note  that  the  body  is  partially  clothed  but  has  been 
arranged  so  as  to  expose  the  breasts  and  vagina.  This  homicide  was  the  first  in 
a  series  of  killings  by  a  sadistic  sexual  psychopath.  (Courtesy  of  the  Delaware 
State  Police.) 

based  upon  this  sadomasochistic  videotape,  which  seemingly 
fueled  his  increasingly  sadistic  activities.  The  offender  used 
this  videotape  as  a  sexual  turn-on  and  then  reinforced  his 
fantasies  by  acting  out  the  scenes  with  his  live  victims. 


Prosecution  Presentation  of  Psychosexual  Evidence 

Deputy  District  Attorney  John  Trice  of  The  San  Luis  Obispo  District 
Attorney’s  Office  was  assigned  to  prosecute  Rex  Krebs,  the  serial  killer 
depicted  in  Chapter  9.  Rex  Krebs  would  bind  his  victims  in  an  explicit 
manner,  using  sophisticated  knots,  which  allowed  him  to  maneuver  and 
control  his  victim’s  movements.  Trice  wanted  to  present  the  significance 
of  the  defendant’s  fantasy-driven  behavior  and  the  psychosexual  dynamics 
of  the  sexual  assault  on  one  of  the  victims  to  the  jurors.  District  Attorney 
Trice  engaged  the  services  of  Medical  Legal  Art,  which  employs  medical 
illustrators  to  prepare  demonstration  graphics. 

Medical  Legal  Art 
Introduction 

Medical  Legal  Art  is  a  company  that  is  the  nation’s  leading  provider  of 
custom  medical  demonstrative  evidence,  including  illustrations,  anima- 
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Figure  2.22  Serial  killing.  This  was  the  second  victim  of  the  same  serial  killer. 
This  offense  took  place  approximately  6  months  later.  She  also  has  been  sadis¬ 
tically  tortured  and  killed.  However,  note  the  progression  of  the  offense.  Sexual 
sadism  is  recognized  as  a  progressive  disorder.  The  injuries  to  this  victim  were 
even  more  severe  than  those  of  the  first  victim.  She  is  totally  nude,  and  there  is 
evidence  of  severe  breast  assault  as  well  as  additional  injuries  of  torture,  including 
paddling.  The  body  has  been  provocatively  displayed  in  a  public  area  by  the  killer 
for  the  purposes  of  "shock  value."  There  were,  in  total,  five  victims.  (Courtesy 
of  Captain  George  0.  Haggerty,  New  Castle  County,  Delaware,  Department  of 
Public  Safety.) 

Author’s  note:  These  offenses,  which  occurred  6  months  apart,  took  place 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  two  separate  law  enforcement  jurisdictions:  New  Castle 
County  and  the  Delaware  State  Police.  Early  in  the  case,  I  was  invited  to  review 
the  investigation  with  the  respective  lead  detectives,  who  had  immediately  rec¬ 
ognized  the  murders  as  the  work  of  a  possible  serial  killer.  Due  to  the  cooperation 
and  intelligent  exchange  of  information  among  investigators  and  between  the 
agencies  involved,  this  case  was  effectively  and  successfully  cleared. 

tions,  anatomical  models,  and  computer  presentations.  Many  times,  case 
presentation  before  a  jury  demands  compelling,  highly  specific  exhibits. 
Medical  Legal  Art  has  a  full-time  staff  of  medical  illustrators,  program¬ 
mers,  and  customer  support  professionals  to  provide  this  service. 

What  is  a  Medical  Illustrator 1 

A  medical  illustrator  draws  or  animates  images  of  the  human  body  in 
disease,  health,  surgery,  and  even  after  death  for  the  purpose  of  educating 
a  specific  audience.  Leonardo  Da  Vinci  is  considered  by  many  to  have 
been  the  world’s  first  medical  illustrator,  because  of  his  study  and  draw¬ 
ings  of  dissected  cadavers.  Modern  medical  illustrators  undergo  rigorous 
academic  and  artistic  training  at  only  a  handful  of  schools  across  the 
country  in  preparation  for  a  degree,  which  can  be  an  undergraduate 
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(bachelor’s)  or  graduate  (master’s)  degree.  A  typical  curriculum  includes 
human  gross  anatomy  (including  cadaver  dissection),  physiology,  pathol¬ 
ogy,  neuroanatomy,  embryology,  surgical  observation,  along  with  a  host 
of  artistic  and  computer  technology  courses. 

Contact  Information 

Medical  Legal  Art,  1275  Shiloh  Road,  Suite  3130,  Kennesaw,  GA  30144; 
Phone:  1-800-338-5954;  Fax:  770-805-0430;  E-mail:  info@medical 
legalart.com. 

The  Rex  Krebs  Case 

The  district  attorney  based  the  graphic  presentation  on  the  condition  of 
the  body,  when  it  was  unearthed,  coupled  with  the  specific  bindings  that 
were  on  the  victim’s  body,  and  the  medical  examiner’s  reconstruction  of 
these  bindings.  Trice  also  had  the  statements  of  the  defendant  and  the 
signature  of  his  activities  with  his  victims.  The  medical  examiner  was  able 
to  piece  together  the  original  knots  and  bindings  that  the  suspect  used  to 
control  his  victim  during  the  sexual  assault.  This  was  an  excellent  legal 
tactic,  which  provided  the  jurors  with  a  visual  representation  of  the  hor¬ 
rific  nature  of  this  particularly  brutal  assault  (Figure  2.23  to  Figure  2.30). 


Figure  2.23  Buried  body.  The  offender  buried  the  bound  body  of  the  young 
woman  in  an  isolated  area.  The  bindings  were  sophisticated  and  predicated  on 
the  offender's  intense  interest  in  bondage.  (Courtesy  of  Assistant  Chief  Investi¬ 
gator  Larry  Hobson,  Office  of  the  District  Attorney,  San  Luis  Obispo,  California.) 
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Figure  2.24  Blindfold  over  eyes.  The  offender  would  blindfold  his  victim  as  he 
led  her  around  during  the  sexual  assault.  (Courtesy  of  Assistant  Chief  Investigator 
Larry  Hobson,  Office  of  the  District  Attorney,  San  Luis  Obispo,  California.) 


Figure  2.25  Victim's  shirt.  This  was  the  shirt  that  the  victim  was  wearing 
when  she  was  abducted.  (Courtesy  of  Assistant  Chief  Investigator  Larry  Hobson, 
Office  of  the  District  Attorney,  San  Luis  Obispo,  California.) 
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Figure  2.26  Bound  legs.  This  autopsy  photograph  shows  the  leg  bindings.  The 
medical  examiner  reconstructed  the  leg  and  body  bindings  for  the  Medical  Art 
experts.  (Courtesy  of  Assistant  Chief  Investigator  Larry  Hobson,  Office  of  the 
District  Attorney,  San  Luis  Obispo,  California.) 


Figure  2.27  Medical  Legal  Art.  The  prosecution  contracted  Medical  Legal  Art 
to  provide  a  graphic  representation  of  the  event  for  the  courtroom.  (Courtesy  of 
Medical  Legal  Art,  Illustration  Copyright  2020  Medical  Legal  Art  www.doere- 
port.com.) 
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restrained  from  the  front  of  the  body.  (Courtesy  of  Medical  Art,  restrained  from  the  back  of  the  body.  (Courtesy  of  Medical  Art, 
Illustration  Copyright  2020  Medical  Legal  Art  www.doere-  Illustration  Copyright  2020  Medical  Legal  Art  www.doere- 
port.com.)  port.com.) 
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People  v.  Krebs 

The  Binding  of  Aundria  Crawford 


Figure  2.30  Medical  Legal  Art.  This  shows  the  victim  lying  down  and  describes 
the  sophistication  of  the  bindings.  (Courtesy  of  Medical  Art,  Illustration  Copyright 
2020  Medical  Legal  Art  www.doereport.com.)  (See  color  insert  following  page  236.) 


Domestic  Violence  Lust  Murder:  A  Clinical  Perspective  of 
Sadistic  and  Sexual  Fantasies  Integrated  into  Domestic 
Violence  Dynamics 

Case  History 
Introduction 

In  a  sex-related  homicide  inquiry,  the  investigator  examines  the  actions 
and  activities  of  the  offender  with  the  victim  during  the  crime  to  deter¬ 
mine  and  interpret  his  signature  and  attempt  to  understand  how  the 
individual  person’s  mind  “played  out”  the  sexual  act. 

Clinically  speaking,  there  is  a  thin  line  between  sexual  fantasy  and  reality. 
Sexual  perversions  are  premeditated  in  the  obsessive  fantasies  of  the 
offender.  An  offender  who  is  not  psychotic  may  experience  a  “psychotic 
episode”  relating  to  a  temporary  condition  brought  on  shortly  or  in 
response  to  an  extreme  stressor.  Sex  is  a  stressor.  It  is  the  author’s  opinion 
that  “When  an  individual  becomes  thoroughly  vested  in  sexually  sadis¬ 
tic  fantasy  and  begins  to  draw  and  script  these  fantasies,  an  insidious 
amalgamation  develops  in  which  fantasy  and  reality  become  blended.” 

Domestic  Violence  Homicides 

Domestic  violence  homicides  are  those  murders  that  occur  in  relation¬ 
ships  between  men  and  women,  husbands  and  wives,  boyfriends  and 
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girlfriends,  boyfriends  and  boyfriends,  and  girlfriends  and  girlfriends.  In 
fact,  any  murder  between  intimate  partners  would  be  considered  a  domes¬ 
tic  violence  homicide.  They  may  also  involve  third-party  relationships, 
such  as  “love  triangles,”  former  husbands  or  wives,  and  jilted  lovers. 

The  author  classifies  domestic  violence  murders  as  Interpersonal  Vio¬ 
lence-Oriented  Homicide.  They  are  the  most  prevalent  form  of  sex-related 
murder.  The  rationale  for  classifying  domestic  violence  as  sex  related  is 
because  murder  serves  as  the  ultimate  form  of  sexual  revenge.  And,  in 
many  instances,  the  homicides  will  include  sexual  assault  or  wound  struc¬ 
tures  manifesting  a  sexual  orientation. 

It  is  important  to  note  that  the  motivation  in  an  interpersonal  vio¬ 
lence-oriented  dispute  may  be  obscured  by  what  was  done  to  the  body 
of  the  victim,  or  how  the  crime  scene  was  staged  or  changed.  Originally, 
what  appeared  to  be  a  rape-murder,  the  work  of  a  sexual  psychopath,  or 
the  work  of  a  lust  murderer  is  oftentimes  based  on  interpersonal  violence. 

Police  Response 

Police  who  responded  to  an  emergency  call  discovered  a  37-year-old  woman 
named  Susan  murdered  in  her  home.  Uniform  police  officers  forced  entry 
into  the  house,  which  was  locked.  They  determined  that  the  female  victim 
was,  in  fact,  dead.  She  had  suffered  numerous  stab  wounds  to  the  frontal 
portion  of  her  body.  While  “clearing”  the  house  to  assure  that  there  were 
no  other  victims  or  offenders,  officers  discovered  her  43-year-old  husband, 
named  Frank,  in  an  upstairs  bedroom.  He  was  suffering  from  an  apparent 
self-inflicted  gunshot  wound  to  the  head,  fired  from  a  .25-caliber  automatic 
found  next  to  his  body.  He  was  nude  from  the  waist  down  and  had  blood 
on  his  legs  and  genitals  as  well  as  on  his  arms  and  hands.  He  was  rushed 
to  a  hospital,  where  he  died  3  days  later  from  the  head  wound. 

Susan  had  been  shot  four  times  in  the  chest  with  a  .38-caliber  handgun 
found  at  the  scene,  and  she  had  been  stabbed  57  times  with  a  large  hunting 
knife,  which  protruded  from  her  chest.  She  was  pronounced  dead  at  the 
scene.  According  to  the  police  report,  Susan’s  coworkers  had  become  con¬ 
cerned  when  she  failed  to  show  for  work.  They  went  to  her  house,  and 
after  receiving  no  response,  looked  into  the  front  window  and  saw  her 
nude  body  on  the  floor  with  a  large  hunting  knife  in  her  chest  (Figure  2.3 1). 

Detective  Investigation 

This  case  presented  as  a  murder/suicide.  The  murder  weapon  was  a  .38- 
caliber  revolver.  Apparently,  Frank  shot  his  wife  with  the  .38  revolver  and 
then  used  a  .25-caliber  semiautomatic  to  shoot  himself.  Police  recovered 
the  murder  weapon  and  the  gun  that  the  husband  had  used  to  shoot 
himself  in  the  head.  In  addition  to  these  weapons,  Frank  had  a  .22-caliber 


70 


Sex-Related  Homicide  and  Death  Investigation 


Figure  2.31  Domestic  violence  lust  murder.  This  is  what  the  reporting  wit¬ 
nesses  saw  when  they  looked  into  the  window  of  the  victim's  home.  The  woman 
had  been  shot  and  killed  by  her  husband,  who  then  mutilated  her  body  with  57 
stab  wounds  directed  to  the  sexual  portions  of  her  body.  (Courtesy  of  Retired 
Detective  Ken  Roberts,  East  Lake,  Ohio  Police  Department.) 

semiautomatic,  a  .380-caliber  semiautomatic,  and  a  .45-caliber  semiau¬ 
tomatic.  The  police  also  recovered  hundreds  of  drawings  and  paintings 
of  nude  women.  Frank  had  set  up  an  art  studio  in  one  of  the  bedrooms, 
where  he  apparently  would  spend  his  time  drawing  and  painting  his 
fantasies.  According  to  friends  and  other  family  members,  the  couple 
seemed  happy,  and  there  was  no  history  of  domestic  violence.  However, 
clearly  depicted  in  the  crime  scene  photographs  was  Frank’s  wedding  ring 
jammed  onto  Susan’s  nose  (Figure  2.32). 

Description  of  the  Crime  Scene 

Susan’s  body  was  in  a  supine  position,  with  her  right  arm  extended  above 
her  head.  North  of  her  body  was  a  chrome  .380-caliber  semiautomatic. 
Her  legs  were  crossed,  and  she  was  wearing  high  heel  shoes.  However,  the 
rest  of  the  body  was  totally  nude.  She  suffered  a  number  of  stab  wounds 
into  her  chest  and  breast.  The  stab  wounds  continued  down  her  chest 
into  her  pubis  and  pelvic  area,  and  her  throat  was  cut.  Telephone  cord 
had  been  wrapped  tightly  around  her  neck.  The  extensive  amount  of 
blood  around  the  victim’s  body  had  been  smeared.  There  were  palmprints 
in  the  blood  on  the  floor  around  the  victim’s  body.  There  were  also 
footprints  through  the  blood  from  the  husband’s  feet,  and  it  was  apparent 
that  Frank  had  positioned  his  wife’s  body  in  a  pose  similar  to  some  of  the 
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Figure  2.32  Wedding  ring  on  nose.  The  husband  jammed  his  wedding  ring  onto 
his  wife's  nose.  (Courtesy  of  Retired  Detective  Ken  Roberts,  East  Lake,  Ohio 
Police  Department.)  (See  color  insert  following  page  236.) 

drawings  police  recovered.  Approximately  18  of  the  stab  wounds  actually 
perforated  her  chest.  The  knife  had  literally  been  drilled  into  the  linoleum 
floor  after  passing  through  her  chest. 

The  hundreds  of  drawings  and  paintings  that  police  recovered 
depicted  women  with  gunshot  wounds  or  knife  wounds  to  the  breast  and 
chest.  Fie  also  had  a  number  of  centerfold  photos  in  which  he  had  stabbed 
or  cut  through  and  then  added  blood  marks  with  a  red  ink  pen.  The 
injuries  and  mutilation  of  his  wife’s  body  as  well  as  the  large  knife  pro¬ 
truding  from  her  chest  bore  an  eerie  resemblance  to  the  drawings  and 
paintings  that  the  police  recovered  from  the  scene. 

Frank  was  in  an  upstairs  bedroom.  Flis  body  was  located  between  the 
right  side  of  the  bed  and  the  wall.  He  was  nude  from  the  waist  down. 
Blood  on  his  genital  area,  which  later  was  determined  to  be  Susan’s  blood, 
would  lead  the  consultant  to  conclude  that  he  also  attempted  to  engage 
in  sexual  activity  with  his  wife.  He  had  an  injury  to  the  right  side  of  his 
head  from  an  apparent  self-inflicted  gunshot  wound. 

There  was  a  .25-caliber  semiautomatic  handgun  found  close  to  his 
body.  This  was  the  weapon  he  had  used  to  shoot  himself.  One  expended 
.25-caliber  casing  was  found  on  the  floor  west  of  the  bed.  A  .25-caliber 
projectile  was  lying  on  the  bed.  The  phone  in  the  bedroom  was  off  the 
hook,  lying  in  a  puddle  of  blood. 

There  was  a  .38-caliber  revolver  found  approximately  3  feet  from  the 
foot  of  the  bed.  It  was  lying  in  a  piece  of  glass  and  had  four  empty  .38- 
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caliber  shell  casings  with  it.  Above  the  gun  on  the  wall  was  a  large  poster- 
picture  of  a  seminude  woman  dressed  in  a  short  black  slip,  with  one  arm 
extended  up,  and  the  other  arm  on  her  hip  in  a  provocative  pose. 

This  poster-picture  had  been  shot  15  times  with  a  .380-caliber 
through  the  chest  area.  The  bullets  traveled  through  the  wall  of  a  bedroom 
closet.  Detectives  recovered  a  total  of  eight  shell  casings  from  a  .380- 
caliber  semiautomatic,  as  well  as  spent  rounds  from  a  .38-caliber  revolver, 
and  projectiles  from  the  .380-caliber  semiautomatic  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  this  bullet-punctuated  poster-picture.  This  indicated  that  this 
poster  had  been  shot  at  prior  to  this  event.  Investigatively  speaking,  the 
most  current  shooting  into  the  poster-picture  most  likely  preceded  the 
homicide.  In  either  event,  it  certainly  provided  some  insight  into  the 
pathological  dynamics  of  the  marriage. 

Additional  shell  casings  were  found  on  the  bed,  floor,  and  dresser.  To 
the  right  of  the  headboard  was  the  .25-caliber  semiautomatic  handgun. 
Detectives  also  discovered  a  black  briefcase.  This  briefcase  contained  two 
additional  weapons.  There  was  a  .45-caliber  semiautomatic  and  a  .22- 
caliber  revolver  along  with  numerous  unexpended  rounds  of  ammuni¬ 
tion.  To  the  north  of  the  first  bedroom  (northwest  corner  of  the  house) 
was  a  second  bedroom.  This  room  was  undisturbed.  In  the  northeast 
corner  of  the  house  was  the  husband’s  art  studio.  On  a  dresser  was  an 
empty  knife  sheath  consistent  with  the  knife  used  on  Susan. 

Victimology 

Susan  was  37  years  old  and  married  for  the  second  time.  Frank  was  43 
years  old.  He  had  been  married  twice  before.  Susan  had  a  full-time  job 
and  worked  every  day  to  help  support  her  husband.  Frank  drifted  from 
job  to  job  working  as  a  male  model  and  dance  instructor.  Susan  had 
been  married  to  Frank  for  approximately  3  years.  Family  and  friends 
were  seemingly  unaware  of  any  problems  or  incidents  of  domestic  vio¬ 
lence.  Susan  had  lived  in  the  house  prior  to  her  marriage  to  Frank. 
Following  their  marriage,  Frank  and  Susan  took  over  the  mortgage  on 
the  house. 

Friends  described  Susan  as  totally  opposite  from  Frank.  She  was 
down-to-earth  and  quiet,  perhaps  somewhat  passive.  Frank  was  hyper¬ 
active.  He  was  not  afraid  to  state  his  opinions  and  was  considered  flashy. 
Frank  taught  dancing  lessons.  Susan  attempted  to  assist  her  husband  by 
also  working  with  him  in  an  effort  to  help  him  in  his  business.  Detectives 
interviewed  one  person  who  stated  that  Frank  was  extremely  intense 
about  the  dancing  lessons  and  would  chastise  his  wife  severely  if  she  made 
an  error  while  dancing.  This  witness  told  police  that  Frank  controlled 
Susan,  who  acted  subservient. 
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Family  History 

Opinions  of  Interviewees.  Police  interviews  of  family  and  friends  pre¬ 
sented  contradictory  personalities.  Some  persons  who  were  interviewed 
considered  him  a  passionate  and  emotional  man.  Others  described  Frank 
as  angry.  Susan  provided  him  much  affection.  Based  on  further  investi¬ 
gation,  it  was  learned  that  neither  his  second  wife  nor  his  mother  provided 
Frank  with  much  love  or  nurturing.  Ironically,  Frank  never  got  over  his 
emotional  attachment  to  his  second  wife.  In  fact,  it  was  a  known  fact  that 
Frank  considered  her  “the  love  of  his  life.”  He  had  often  expressed  this 
to  his  wife,  Susan. 

Several  others  who  were  interviewed  found  him  to  be  effeminate  due 
to  a  display  of  many  feminine  mannerisms.  One  acquaintance  described 
Frank  as  having  a  “Hollywood”  lifestyle.  He  was  very  openminded  con¬ 
cerning  sexual  matters,  outgoing,  and  talkative.  Other  individuals  who 
were  interviewed  stated  that  Frank  drank  excessively.  He  did  not  have  a 
criminal  record  but  did  have  a  complaint  lodged  against  him  by  his 
former  wife  for  domestic  abuse.  The  charge  was  dismissed  when  they 
were  divorced. 

It  was  also  learned  that  Frank  boasted  that  while  he  was  at  Kent  State, 
the  CIA  recruited  him.  He  told  people  that  he  had  been  part  of  a  CIA 
Assassination  Team  operating  in  South  America.  He  told  others  that  he 
had  martial  arts  training  and  owned  a  number  of  guns.  He  bragged  about 
owning  a  .25-caliber  Baretta,  a  .45-  or  9-mm  semiautomatic,  and  a  .38- 
caliber  or  .357-caliber  revolver,  as  well  as  a  shotgun  and  an  assault  rifle. 
He  also  proclaimed  he  could  kill  someone  and  get  away  with  the  murder 
without  getting  caught. 

Frank,  who  claimed  to  be  a  model,  also  boasted  of  other  exploits, 
including  an  appearance  in  an  episode  of  “Miami  Vice.”  In  fact,  he  had 
held  four  separate  jobs.  He  also  tried  to  form  his  own  company  with  his 
wife’s  assistance.  As  a  result  of  his  unsuccessful  business  ventures,  the 
couple  was  experiencing  financial  difficulties. 

Family  members  interviewed  stated  that  Frank  was  a  fairly  good  artist 
who  concentrated  on  drawing  well-endowed  naked  women.  According  to 
a  female  friend,  Frank  told  her  he  was  beginning  a  project  with  another 
person.  The  project  was  to  include  drawings  of  various  homicide  scenes 
for  a  detective  magazine.  None  of  this  was  a  reality. 

Susan  remained  the  primary  breadwinner,  while  Frank  spent  his  days 
drawing  pictures  of  nude  women,  fantasizing  and  claiming  he  would  soon 
be  hired  as  a  commercial  artist.  He  also  had  taken  over  the  second  bed¬ 
room  of  the  house  as  an  art  studio. 

Susan’s  father  related  the  following  to  investigators.  Four  days  before 
the  murder,  Frank  and  Susan  had  a  fight.  Frank  told  his  father-in-law 
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that  Susan  slapped  him.  Frank  slapped  her  back,  and  she  left  the  house. 
Frank  told  him  that  they  had  been  having  financial  problems  and  were 
behind  on  the  house  payments.  Investigation  revealed  that  the  couple 
was  2  months  behind  in  their  mortgage  payments.  Frank  also  disclosed 
that  he  and  Susan  had  been  sleeping  in  separate  bedrooms  for  approxi¬ 
mately  5  months. 

Frank  explained  that  he  and  Susan  were  having  problems.  He  men¬ 
tioned  that  they  were  thinking  about  selling  the  house  in  the  Spring.  It 
should  be  noted  that  Susan  had  lived  in  the  house  prior  to  marrying 
Frank,  and  the  house  had  been  hers. 

On  the  day  of  the  murder,  Susan’s  father  received  a  call  from  Susan’s 
mother,  his  ex-wife.  She  asked  him  to  go  and  check  on  Susan.  She  thought 
there  was  something  wrong.  When  he  got  to  Susan’s  house,  the  police 
were  already  there.  The  investigators  interviewed  Susan’s  mother.  She 
stated  that  she  had  called  Susan’s  house  10  to  12  times  and  received  a 
busy  signal.  She  then  went  to  the  house  and  knocked  on  the  door  several 
times.  She  picked  up  the  newspaper  and  placed  it  by  the  front  door.  She 
stated  that  she  then  walked  around  the  house  and  looked  in  the  window. 
She  observed  a  body  on  the  floor  but  thought  it  was  Frank  sleeping  on 
the  floor.  She  then  went  to  work  and  called  Susan’s  coworkers  and  her 
ex-husband. 

Psychosocial  History  on  the  Husband.  The  police  investigation 
revealed  the  following  information  about  the  subject.  As  a  child,  his 
mother  physically  and  sexually  abused  Frank.  He  also  witnessed  domestic 
violence  in  his  household  as  a  child.  His  father  deserted  him,  leaving  the 
family  because  he  could  not  deal  with  his  wife,  who  was  domineering 
and  psychologically  abusive  to  him.  Frank  worked  from  age  11,  taking 
over  his  father’s  position  as  the  target  of  abuse.  His  mother  basically 
controlled  his  life. 

He  was  previously  divorced  and  had  remarried  twice.  His  first  mar¬ 
riage  lasted  10  to  11  years.  His  first  wife  was  a  high  school  teacher.  This 
marriage  ended  in  divorce.  During  these  years,  Frank  had  a  drug  problem 
necessitating  hospitalization.  His  first  wife  denied  any  abusive  behaviors. 
However,  Frank  was  controlling  by  nature,  always  wanting  things  his  way. 
It  was  his  idea  to  divorce.  Frank  had  told  her  that  he  no  longer  wanted 
to  be  married  and  wanted  to  date  other  women.  This  is  a  prime  example 
of  an  inability  to  commit  to  one  individual  in  an  intimate  relationship. 

He  then  began  an  8-year  relationship  with  his  competitive  ballroom 
dance  partner,  Wendy.  After  they  married,  he  discovered  she  was  having 
an  affair  with  another  woman.  She  was  bisexual.  Their  marriage  lasted 
only  8  months. 
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He  had  a  serious  drinking  problem  during  most  of  his  adult  life.  Frank 
used  alcohol  to  numb  his  thoughts  and  deal  with  his  many  losses.  His 
best  friend  of  1 5  years  left  the  area.  His  father  died,  and  the  family  estate 
was  tied  up.  He  lost  contact  with  most  of  his  friends  when  his  second  ex- 
wife  left. 

He  felt  isolated  and  abandoned  and  once  again  betrayed.  He  was 
eventually  hospitalized  for  an  attempted  suicide.  He  then  married  Susan, 
who  had  been  married  once  before.  She  was  an  old  acquaintance.  During 
the  3  years  they  were  married,  Frank  started  several  business  ventures. 
He  had  even  attempted  to  form  his  own  company  with  his  wife’s  assistance 
but  was  unsuccessful. 

The  consultant  reviewed  numerous  notes  written  by  the  subject,  as 
well  as  correspondence  from  his  second  ex-wife  that  he  secretly  kept  with 
his  “artwork.”  The  subject  would  write  lists  of  his  symptoms  on  notepaper. 
He  kept  these  with  his  drawings.  He  complained  of  insomnia,  nervous¬ 
ness,  general  depression,  disorientation,  anxiety  and  fear,  as  well  as  night¬ 
mares  and  flashbacks.  The  notes  and  lists,  plus  the  written  correspondence 
he  had  with  his  second  ex-wife,  display  behaviors  of  a  mixed  personality 
disorder. 

His  pathology  is  consistent  with  child  abuse  victims,  as  they  experi¬ 
ence  feelings  of  abandonment,  betrayal,  lack  of  trust,  rage,  chaos,  and 
isolation.  Frank’s  psychosocial  history  would  reveal  a  fragile  individual, 
with  a  low  self-esteem  as  well  as  grandiose  patterns  of  behavior. 

Interview  with  His  Second  Wife,  Wendy.  Wendy  stated  that  they  dated 
and  lived  together  for  about  7  years  before  she  married  him.  She  stated 
that  Frank  was  the  kind  of  man  who  needed  and  thrived  on  being  well 
liked.  She  described  Frank  as  having  a  “love-hate”  relationship  with  his 
mother.  Wendy  stated  that  they  were  married  only  8  months.  She  left  him 
after  he  attacked  her  in  their  apartment.  She  stated  that  they  had  an 
argument  over  her  going  to  school.  She  walked  away  from  him  into 
another  room.  She  stated  that  he  followed  her  and  had  a  strange  look  in 
his  eyes. 

Wendy  stated  that  he  appeared  to  be  staring  off  into  space.  Frank  hit 
her  and  then  began  choking  her.  He  hit  her  again,  and  she  kicked  him 
and  ran  from  the  apartment.  She  was  treated  at  a  local  hospital  and  made 
a  police  report.  Following  this  explosive  episode,  she  moved  out. 

She  stated  that  Frank  had  numerous  pornographic  tapes,  including 
those  featuring  bondage.  She  also  stated  he  liked  to  take  nude  pictures  of 
her,  for  which  she  agreed  to  pose.  She  did  not  know  that  he  had  secretly 
videotaped  them  making  love  or  that  he  secretly  videotaped  her  when 
she  was  talcing  a  shower  and  getting  dressed  afterward. 
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She  was  shocked  when  the  detectives  presented  her  with  a  photo  of 
herself  with  numerous  holes  in  it,  along  with  red  paint  on  the  holes, 
simulating  blood.  She  told  the  detectives  that  she  thought  she  had  taken 
all  of  her  photos  when  she  divorced  him.  She  stated  that  when  they  were 
together,  she  did  not  remember  any  pornographic  magazines  in  the  house, 
and  Frank  did  not  do  any  drawings  like  those  found  at  the  crime  scene. 
However,  there  were  porn  tapes  featuring  bondage  scenarios.  She  thought 
that  he  started  getting  stranger,  because  he  had  a  fascination  with 
“slasher”-type  and  bondage  movies.  According  to  Wendy,  he  was  con¬ 
stantly  watching  them. 

She  described  her  ex-husband  as  being  dangerous  and  explosive.  She 
said  she  was  afraid  of  him.  Later,  after  their  divorce,  Frank  would  call  her 
and  complain  that  he  was  having  problems  with  Susan.  He  stated  that 
Susan  would  not  talk  to  him,  and  she  would  overreact  to  everything  he  did. 

Clinical  Assessment  of  Drawings  and  Photographs 

Frank  had  an  art  studio  set  up  in  the  house  containing  hundreds  of 
drawings  and  paintings.  In  addition  to  these  paintings,  he  also  had  various 
fantasy  stories  on  notepaper  dealing  with  the  CIA  and  sexual  exploits.  He 
had  also  scripted  some  of  his  drawings,  revealing  his  psychosexual 
attributes.  In  the  opinion  of  the  consultant,  when  someone  begins  to  script 
fantasy  drawings,  that  person  has  become  “vested”  in  the  fantasy  and  has 
effectively  created  an  engram,  which  allows  the  person  to  reinforce  a 
specific  sexual  fantasy  (Geberth,  1996).  Furthermore,  it  is  also  the  author’s 
opinion  that  if  individuals  have  vested  in  sexually  sadistic  fantasies,  the 
fantasy  drawings  and  scripts  merge  into  an  insidious  relationship  in  which 
fantasy  and  reality  become  integrated  into  their  everyday  lives. 

Many  of  the  drawings  depicted  blonde  women  who  were  being  stabbed 
sexually,  and  the  author  believes  that  the  subject  was  thinking  of  what  he 
would  want  to  do  to  his  second  wife,  Wendy,  who  left  him.  The  constant 
theme  that  Frank  scripted  was  one  of  sexual  sadism  with  the  infliction  of 
pain  and  suffering  on  his  models,  accompanied  by  their  scripted  pleas. 
Much  of  his  artwork  was  on  poster  paper  measuring  2  X  3  ft.  The  subject 
spent  many  hours  with  his  hobby,  which  most  probably  caused  a  great 
deal  of  friction  between  him  and  his  wife  (Figure  2.33  to  Figure  2.36). 

The  police  discovered  115  drawings  and  105  photographs  of  nude 
women.  There  were  also  83  men’s  magazines,  including  High  Society,  Gal¬ 
lery,  and  Penthouse.  Many  of  the  magazines  had  loose  pages  removed, 
including  pictures  of  centerfolds  with  stab  marks.  Frank  also  maintained 
an  extensive  collection  of  VHS  and  BETA  pornographic  videotapes  as  well 
as  16-mm  movies.  The  numerous  photographs  of  nude  women  from  men’s 
magazines  with  knife  holes  and  simulated  bullet  holes  through  the  pictures 
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Figure  2.33  Drawing.  There  were  hundreds  of  drawing  and  paintings  of  nude 
women  who  had  been  stabbed  or  shot.  Many  of  the  drawings  had  the  woman's 
right  arm  extended  up  in  the  air  like  the  victim's  arm.  (Courtesy  of  Retired 
Detective  Ken  Roberts,  East  Lake,  Ohio  Police  Department.) 

obviously  displayed  his  obsession  of  sexual  mutilation  of  women.  He  then 
added  red  magic  marker  as  “blood”  marks  on  the  models.  He  literally  had 
stabbed  through  these  photographs  with  a  large  knife  (Figure  2.37).  This 
very  well  could  be  the  same  knife  that  was  found  in  his  wife’s  chest. 

The  drawings  depicted  women  with  very  large  breasts,  who  were  shot 
or  stabbed  in  the  breast  area.  The  violence  increased  and  progressed,  with 
multiple  shots  and  cuttings. 

Inserted  into  the  breasts  he  would  draw  knives,  arrows,  swords,  and 
darts,  which  represent  phallic-like  symbols. 

In  one  of  the  more  elaborate  posters,  a  2  X  3'  poster,  he  presented  a 
series  of  10  panels  depicting  a  nude  woman  sitting  in  the  tub;  getting  out 
of  the  tub;  drying  herself  off;  and  dressing,  while  a  “shadow  picture”  of 
a  voyeur  is  standing  outside  the  bathroom  window  watching  her.  The 
consultant’s  opinion  is  that  the  shadow  figure  is  actually  the  subject  fan¬ 
tasizing  about  his  own  voyeuristic  activities.  Remember,  Wendy,  wife 
number  two,  was  secretly  videotaped  showering  and  getting  dressed  fol¬ 
lowing  the  shower  (Figure  2.38). 
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Figure  2.34  Impaled.  The  offender  had  drawn  a  number  of  pictures  depicting 
women  being  impaled  by  various  objects.  (Courtesy  of  Retired  Detective  Ken 
Roberts,  East  Lake,  Ohio  Police  Department.) 


Figure  2.35  Drawings.  Many  of  the  drawings  depicted  blonde  women  being 
shot  or  stabbed  in  the  chest.  This  was  clearly  a  reference  to  Wendy. 
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Figure  2.36  Blonde  with  ceremonial  sword.  (See  color  insert  following  page 
236.) 


Some  of  the  drawings  were  scripted  to  satisfy  his  fantasies  depicting 
women  as  whores  being  punished  and  killed.  There  is  a  ritualistic  and 
ceremonial  context  to  the  drawings,  which  indicate  his  rage  and  his  desire 
to  seek  vengeance.  There  is  also  a  prominent  lesbian  theme  in  the  fantasy 
stories. 

The  consultant  found  it  extremely  revealing  that  his  drawings  of  the 
women  for  the  lesbian  theme  were  “true”  blondes.  His  former  wife,  who 
turned  out  to  be  bisexual,  was  also  a  “true”  blonde.  Many  of  his  illustra¬ 
tions  reflected  his  obsession  with  women  who  were  “true”  blondes,  rep¬ 
resented  by  coloring  the  pubis  area  yellow.  Two  to  three  of  the  drawings 
and  paintings  of  a  woman  with  black  hair  being  stabbed  or  shot  in  the 
chest  could  have  been  Susan,  as  they  were  depicted  in  the  same  way  as 
her  body  was  positioned  and  posed  in  the  crime  scene. 

Summary  and  Clinical  Assessment 

The  wound  structures  clearly  indicated  a  psychosexual  orientation  con¬ 
sistent  with  anger,  lust,  and  rage.  In  fact,  after  the  body  was  posed  in  the 
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Figure  2.37  Centerfold.  The  offender  ripped  out  the  centerfolds  of  various 
men's  magazines  and  then  altered  the  models  by  stabbing  through  the  paper  and 
adding  blood  marks,  or  in  this  case,  simulating  bullet  wounds.  (Courtesy  of 
Retired  Detective  Ken  Roberts,  East  Lake,  Ohio  Police  Department.) 

position  in  which  it  was  found,  Frank  then  forced  his  wedding  ring  onto 
Susan’s  nose.  Although  there  was  not  any  official  history  of  domestic 
violence,  this  behavior  is  a  classic  example  of  interpersonal  violence. 

Based  on  my  extensive  experience  as  a  homicide  and  forensic  con¬ 
sultant,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  one  cannot  separate  the  sexual  compo¬ 
nent  from  a  domestic  violence  episode.  It  is  a  manifestation  of  ownership 
and  possession  coupled  with  power  and  control. 

Susan’s  murder  was  a  sex-related  homicide  with  classic  “overkill” 
injuries  directed  to  significant  sexual  parts  of  the  body.  The  stabbing 
injuries  into  the  breasts,  chest,  and  vagina,  along  with  the  evisceration 
and  slashing  of  the  throat  are  consistent  with  the  psychodynamics  of 
sexual  sadism  (Geberth,  1996). 

The  consultant  had  the  opportunity  to  review  various  pieces  of  the 
correspondence  between  Frank  and  his  ex-wife  as  well  as  written  materials 
and  some  personal  papers.  In  addition,  I  reviewed  all  of  the  photographs, 
drawings,  paintings,  sketches,  and  fantasy  stories  that  the  authorities 
retrieved  from  the  crime  scene.  Frank’s  psychosocial  history,  coupled  with 
the  psychodynamics  of  the  crime  scene,  indicated  that  Frank  could  have 
been  diagnosed  with  a  personality  disorder  that  featured  obsessive-com¬ 
pulsive  personality  traits  and  narcissistic  traits.  Individuals  who  are  obses¬ 
sive-compulsive  tend  to  display  a  preoccupation  with  mental  and 
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Figure  2.38  Panel  drawing.  This  was  a  10-panel  drawing  depicting  a  voyeur 
peeking  in  on  a  woman  taking  a  bath.  Note  the  shadow  figure  in  one  of  the 
panels.  (Courtesy  of  Retired  Detective  Ken  Roberts,  East  Lake,  Ohio  Police 
Department.) 

interpersonal  control  at  the  expense  of  their  own  flexibility,  openness, 
and  efficiency.  They  are  compulsive,  repetitious  in  behavior,  and  practice 
rituals  with  lists,  etc. 

They  are  often  self- critical.  Frank  had  an  obsession  with  nude  women, 
which  he  drew  and  painted  hundreds  of  times  over.  Fie  also  kept  all  of 
his  drawings.  He  could  not  set  priorities.  He  was  prone  to  becoming  angry, 
exploding  when  he  felt  he  was  unable  to  maintain  control  of  his  physical 
and  interpersonal  environment.  A  prime  example  was  the  discovery  of 
the  poster-picture  with  the  bullet  holes  fired  through  the  wall.  He  was 
also  narcissistic,  which  was  evident  in  the  patterns  of  grandiosity  in  fan¬ 
tasy.  He  had  a  grandiose  sense  of  self-importance,  and  exaggerated 
achievements  and  talents,  indicated  by  his  several  business  ventures.  He 
also  had  the  ideal  love,  Wendy,  who  he  labeled  “the  love  of  his  life.”  In 
fact,  he  had  told  Susan  how  important  Wendy  was  to  him. 

Frank  was  unable  to  hold  on  to  one  job  and  succeed.  He  told  people 
that  he  was  recruited  as  a  member  of  the  CIA’s  assassination  team.  He 
also  claimed  that  he  was  going  to  be  hired  as  an  artist  to  draw  covers  for 
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a  detective  magazine.  He  had  a  preoccupation  with  his  fantasy  of  “power 
over  women.”  He  required  excessive  admiration.  He  was  unwilling  to 
recognize  the  needs  of  others  and  could  not  relate  to  the  feelings  of  others. 
Frank  was  unwilling  to  accept  responsibility  for  his  failures  and  most 
likely  considered  Susan  to  be  weak. 

Frank  dominated  Susan  and  demanded  complete  control  of  the  fam¬ 
ily  finances.  Susan  worked  full-time  and  had  a  responsible  position. 
Overtly,  Frank  probably  appeared  to  respect  his  wife’s  ability  to  provide 
a  steady  income,  which  assisted  him  in  launching  his  businesses  and 
paying  the  bills.  Internally,  Frank  probably  resented  his  wife’s  stable  posi¬ 
tion,  particularly  in  view  of  his  lack  of  steady  work.  Susan  most  likely 
complained  about  her  husband’s  unemployment  and  grandiose  ideas  of 
becoming  a  commercial  artist.  It  would  be  safe  to  say  that  when  Susan 
came  home  from  work  and  found  her  husband  engrossed  in  his  drawings 
and  painting  pictures  of  nude  women,  there  would  most  likely  be  an 
exchange  of  angry  words. 

I  also  speculate  that  Susan’s  mother  was  aware  of  her  daughter’s 
distress  and  was  concerned  about  her  safety  and  went  to  the  house  to 
check  on  her  daughter.  Actually,  the  investigation  revealed  that  Susan’s 
mother  had  gone  to  the  house  earlier,  when  she  did  not  receive  an  answer 
on  the  telephone.  (The  newspaper  had  been  picked  up  and  brought  to 
the  front  door.)  I  believe  that  when  Susan’s  mom  did  not  receive  an  answer 
at  the  door,  she  looked  in  the  window  and  saw  what  Susan’s  coworkers 
had  seen.  She  most  probably  went  into  shock  and  denial.  She  immediately 
raced  home  and  called  Susan’s  coworkers  and  beseeched  them  to  go  to 
her  house. 

Frank  was  discovered  nude  from  the  waist  down  with  blood  on  his 
legs  and  genitals.  Susan  was  stripped  of  her  clothing,  with  extensive  and 
multiple  stab  wounds  into  her  chest,  breasts,  and  genitalia.  In  reconstruct¬ 
ing  the  crime  scene  with  an  analysis  of  the  victimology  and  history  of  the 
participants,  I  would  suggest  that  there  was  a  sexual  confrontation. 

Frank  attempted  to  force  his  wife,  whom  he  had  not  been  sleeping 
with  for  months,  into  sexual  relations.  Susan  denied  his  demands.  When 
she  refused,  he  became  enraged  and  angry,  initiating  his  displeasure  by 
firing  the  eight  shots  into  the  poster-picture.  Firing  the  gunshots  “set  the 
stage”  for  the  escalation  of  his  rage  and  anger. 

In  my  opinion,  during  the  course  of  this  domestic  argument  with  his 
wife  Susan,  Frank  became  “out  of  control”  and  extremely  agitated,  result¬ 
ing  in  a  brief  psychotic  episode.  This  acute  psychotic  reaction  would 
clinically  be  described  as  a  temporary  break  from  reality.  During  this 
break,  Frank  acted  out  his  most  primal  and  perverse  sadistic  fantasies. 
These  actions  were  apparently  predicated  upon  a  perverse  fantasy  system 
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fueled  by  his  involvement  with  his  drawings  and  his  sadistic  pornography 
and  reinforced  by  the  scripted  fantasy  stories  depicting  sexual  sadism. 

Under  certain  conditions,  an  otherwise  normal  individual  may  act  out 
his  most  bizarre  and  primal  fantasies  on  a  victim.  The  sexual  mutilations 
of  the  genitalia  and  breasts  of  the  female  victim  are  typical  occurrences 
in  lust  murders.  What  is  not  typical  is  a  domestic  violence  lust  murder  in 
which  an  offender  acts  out  his  most  perverse  and  primal  sexual  fantasies 
on  his  wife’s  body.  The  crime  scene  was  typically  disorganized,  and  the 
sexual  mutilation  of  his  wife’s  body  suggested  a  brief  psychotic  episode. 

At  some  point  thereafter,  upon  coming  out  of  this  state  and  returning 
to  normal  consciousness,  he  comprehended  what  he  had  done  to  his  wife’s 
body  and  encountered  the  reality  of  his  rage  and  anger.  He  then  made  a 
conscious  decision  to  take  his  own  life.  He  took  a  gun  and  shot  himself 
in  the  head. 


Fantasy  and  Search  Warrants 

In  this  chapter,  we  discussed  how  important  fantasy  is  to  the  offender 
and  how  fantasy  plays  a  major  role  in  the  offender’s  sexual  behavior, 
acting  as  the  drive  factor  for  sexual  expression.  In  sexual  predation,  the 
underlying  stimulus  is  expressed  through  sexual  aggression,  domination, 
power,  and  control.  In  Case  #12,  the  authorities  recovered  the  videotape 
that  portrayed  the  same  sexual  activities  the  offender  was  replicating  with 
his  victims. 

These  individuals  are  aroused  with  thoughts  and  fantasies  of  sexual 
aggression,  which  they  reinforce  through  repetition,  illustrated  by  the  use 
of  sadistic  pornography,  drawings,  videotapes,  books,  women’s  lingerie 
and  clothing,  along  with  anatomically  correct  “Barbie  Dolls”  and  fantasy 
stories  featuring  sexual  sadism. 

In  Case  #11,  the  search  warrant  resulted  in  the  recovery  of  evidential 
items  that  not  only  revealed  the  suspect’s  intense  interest  in  sadomasoch¬ 
istic  activities  but  also  the  various  “trophies”  that  the  offender  had  taken 
from  his  victims. 

The  astute  investigator  should  consider  the  offender’s  behavior  with 
the  victim,  along  with  what  devices  or  materials  were  utilized  to  control 
the  victim  or  enhance  sexual  arousal.  As  we  discussed,  the  sophistication 
of  the  murder  or  rape  kits  suggest  prior  sexual  assaults.  The  accumulation 
of  materials  that  the  offender  used  to  control  his  victims  and  enhance  his 
sexual  fantasies  is  an  integral  part  of  the  offense  and  can  be  introduced 
into  evidence  as  an  example  of  the  role  of  fantasy.  Therefore,  the  inves¬ 
tigator  should  incorporate  into  his  or  her  search  warrant  application  a 
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list  of  the  types  of  materials  one  would  expect  to  recover  from  the 
offender’s  residence  or  workplace. 

Examples  of  Items  and  Locations  that  Might  Be  Significant 
and  Should  Be  Cited  in  Search  Warrant  Applications  Involving 
Sexual  Sadism 

•  All  processed  and  unprocessed  film,  videotapes  and  audio  record¬ 
ings,  and  recording  equipment 

•  All  paintings  and  drawings  depicting  sexual  acts,  torture,  and 
bondage  scenarios,  including  commercial  literature 

•  Drawings  and  pictures  depicting  S&M  or  B&D  activities 

•  Items  that  can  be  used  for  body  restraint:  straps,  etc. 

•  Coffins  or  boxes  that  can  be  used  for  body  restraint 

•  Soundproofing  materials 

•  Models  and  display  cabinets  depicting  bondage  scenarios 

•  Medications  or  syringes,  including  hypodermic  needles 

•  Badges  or  identification  indicating  law  enforcement 

•  Homemade  devices  that  could  be  used  for  torture 

•  Computers  and  hard  drive  memory  as  well  as  any  disks 

•  Word  processor  and  monitor 

•  Medical  textbooks,  manuals,  or  other  documents  depicting  first 
aid  and  medical  treatment 

•  Surgical  instruments  or  other  instruments  that  can  be  used  to 
inflict  pain  and  suffering  to  a  person 

•  Tools,  including  but  not  limited  to,  shovels  or  digging  devices 

•  Bank  records,  safety  deposit  boxes,  and  receipts  for  storage  unit 
rentals  or  other  properties 

•  Soil  samples  and  examination  of  soil  beneath  structures 

•  Handwritten  notes,  checks,  or  other  documents  containing  sam¬ 
ples  of  the  suspect’s  handwriting 

•  Documents  that  reflect  vehicles  that  were  previously  owned  or 
utilized  by  the  subject 

•  Makeup  kits,  including  makeup,  wigs,  hairpieces,  etc. 

•  Trace  evidence,  including  but  not  limited  to,  hair,  fibers,  latent 
prints,  discarded  materials,  cigarette  butts,  condoms,  hygiene 
products,  medical  treatment  materials,  etc. 

Conclusion 


Detectives  involved  in  the  investigation  of  sex- related  homicides  and 
deaths  should  be  aware  of  the  role  of  fantasy  in  sex-related  homicides  and 
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accidental  deaths  and  sexual  asphyxia.  Fantasy  fuels  the  mental  and  emo¬ 
tional  processes  underlying  human  behavior  revealed  in  the  crime  scene 
or  accidental  death  event.  The  presentation  in  an  autoerotic  death  case  is 
oftentimes  manifestation  of  a  particular  theme  based  on  a  sexual  fantasy. 
Fantasy  also  serves  as  an  indication  of  the  “signature”  of  an  offender, 
which  enables  detectives  to  link  an  offender  to  a  particular  series  of  crimes 
committed  by  that  offender. 

Sexual  sadists  rely  heavily  on  fantasy  and  ritual  to  obtain  sexual  sat¬ 
isfaction.  There  is  an  element  of  compulsivity  as  well  as  an  obsession  on 
the  part  of  the  sexual  sadist  to  keep  trophies  and  recordings  of  the  event. 
Photographs  of  the  victims  play  a  significant  part  in  sexual  sadists’  rituals 
as  well  as  their  ability  to  recall  their  sadistic  acts. 

Therefore,  the  author  recommends  that  any  search  warrant  applica¬ 
tions  in  these  types  of  cases  should  certainly  reference  photographs  in 
addition  to  any  records,  scripts,  letters,  maps,  diaries,  drawings,  audio- 
tapes,  videotapes,  and  newspaper  reports  of  the  crimes  as  possible  evi¬ 
dence  to  be  seized. 
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Journal  of  a  Serial  Rapist: 
A  Case  Study 


Introduction 


In  the  previous  two  chapters,  which  addressed  human  sexuality  and  sexual 
deviance,  as  well  as  the  investigative  significance  of  fantasy  in  sex-related 
incidents,  the  author  presented  clinical  and  investigative  perspectives  to 
assist  the  detective  in  the  analysis  of  sex-related  events.  The  author  dis¬ 
cussed  the  significance  of  fantasy  in  the  analysis  of  these  events  and  how 
this  fantasy  component,  coupled  with  the  presence  of  certain  paraphilias, 
provides  the  “signature”  of  an  offender,  which  enables  detectives  to  link 
an  offender  to  a  particular  series  of  crimes.  Many  times,  the  presence  of 
paraphiliac  activities  is  a  clear  indication  of  future  sexual  assault  or  per¬ 
version. 

In  this  chapter,  the  author  presents  a  case  history  involving  a  serial 
rapist  who  kept  a  journal  in  which  he  described  his  day-to-day  life  as  well 
as  his  sexual  thoughts  and  fantasies.  In  this  journal  of  depravity,  the 
offender’s  chilling  personal  accounts  provided  authorities  with  a  graphic 
description  of  each  of  his  sexual  assaults.  It  also  presented  an  unprece¬ 
dented  and  comprehensive  assessment  of  the  thinking  process  of  a  serial 
rapist’s  mind,  which  validates  much  of  the  research  on  sexual  predators. 

The  Suspect 

Thomas  SR  (serial  rapist),  a  40-year-old  computer  programmer,  was  a 
serial  rapist  who  sexually  assaulted  a  number  of  women  in  the  suburbs 
of  Cleveland,  OH.  He  managed  to  elude  the  authorities  for  years.  Par- 
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adoxically,  during  the  time  he  was  eluding  the  police,  he  kept  exquisite 
records  of  his  predation  in  his  computer.  He  referred  to  his  activities  as 
“hunting,”  and  just  like  a  predator,  he  pursued  his  prey  anonymously, 
stalking  women  in  parking  lots  of  retail  stores. 

Miraculously  for  his  next  would-be  victim,  Thomas  SR  was  unsuc¬ 
cessful  in  his  attempt  to  abduct  the  woman  from  her  car.  Thomas  SR 
tried  to  enter  the  victim’s  car  from  the  passenger  side  in  a  parking  lot  of 
a  Super  Kmart  center.  He  had  been  stalking  her  and  planned  to  abduct 
her  from  her  car.  However,  she  fought  him  off  and  screamed  for  help, 
which  alerted  a  store  clerk.  When  the  store  clerk  approached  the  victim’s 
car,  Thomas  SR  jumped  out  of  the  victim’s  car  and  fled  in  his  own  car. 
The  store  clerk  got  the  license  number  of  Thomas  SR’s  car  and  called 
police.  State  Troopers,  who  had  received  the  call  and  description  of  the 
suspect  and  his  car,  spotted  him  on  Interstate  90  and  gave  chase.  The 
State  Troopers  as  well  as  police  units  from  three  other  departments  pur¬ 
sued  him  off  of  the  interstate  and  into  a  driveway  of  a  school  in  Avon, 
where  they  had  him  trapped.  Suddenly,  Thomas  SR  took  out  his  .45- 
caliber  pistol  and  committed  suicide  while  sitting  in  his  car.  Thomas  SR 
was  subsequently  identified  as  a  serial  rapist  who  had  committed  at  least 
five  abductions  and  six  sexual  assaults.  He  also  had  a  criminal  record  for 
two  previous  abductions  of  female  victims. 

When  police  searched  his  vehicle,  they  found  his  “rape  kit,”  which 
consisted  of  duct  tape,  a  knife,  and  handcuffs,  rope,  and  ace  bandages  for 
binding  his  victims.  He  also  had  goggles  with  the  lenses  taped  over  to 
blindfold  his  victims.  He  had  a  stun  gun,  which  could  be  used  to  inca¬ 
pacitate  or  torture  his  victims,  along  with  a  ski  mask  to  hide  his  identity, 
and  latex  gloves  in  order  to  prevent  leaving  fingerprints.  In  addition, 
Thomas  SR  had  a  Cleveland  police  badge  and  a  fake  police  identification 
card  (Figure  3.1  to  Figure  3.8). 

Because  the  subject  had  a  Cleveland  police  badge,  Cleveland  detectives 
were  assigned  to  assist  in  the  investigation.  The  detectives  secured  a  search 
warrant  for  his  apartment.  When  the  police  went  to  his  apartment,  they 
were  surprised  at  the  neatness  of  his  rooms  and  the  organization  of  his 
property,  along  with  his  personal  computer  and  dozens  of  disks.  In  fact, 
it  was  Homicide  Detectives  Mike  O’Malley  and  Robert  Matuszny  who 
convinced  a  Lieutenant  from  one  of  the  suburbs  to  seize  the  computer 
and  disks.  When  I  interviewed  Detectives  O’Malley  and  Matuszny,  they 
told  me  that  “They  both  just  had  a  ‘gut’  feeling  that  Thomas  SR’s  computer 
might  contain  evidence.  The  way  everything  in  his  apartment  seemed  so 
meticulous,  it  was  only  logical  that  the  suspect,  being  a  computer  pro¬ 
grammer,  would  enter  data  in  his  own  home  computer.” 

The  Homicide  Detectives’  hunch  proved  to  be  crucial. 
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Figure  3.1  Rape  kit.  9-mm  semiautomatic.  (Courtesy  of  Detective  Ray  Ador- 
netto,  South  Euclid,  Ohio  Police  Department. 


Figure  3.2  Rape  kit.  Shoulder  holster.  (Courtesy  of  Detective  Ray  Adornetto, 
South  Euclid,  Ohio  Police  Department.) 
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Figure  3.3  Rape  kit.  Stun  gun.  (Courtesy  of  Detective  Ray  Adornetto,  South 
Euclid,  Ohio  Police  Department.) 


Figure  3.4  Rape  kit.  Tape,  rope,  and  knife.  (Courtesy  of  Detective  Ray  Ador¬ 
netto,  South  Euclid,  Ohio  Police  Department.) 
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Figure  3.5  Rape  kit.  Tape  and  bindings.  (Courtesy  of  Detective  Ray  Adornetto, 
South  Euclid,  Ohio  Police  Department.) 


Figure  3.6  Rape  kit.  Gloves,  badge,  and  cell  phone.  (Courtesy  of  Detective  Ray 
Adornetto,  South  Euclid,  Ohio  Police  Department.) 
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Figure  3.7  Rape  kit.  Swim  goggles  used  as  a  blindfold. 


Figure  3.8  Rape  kit.  Swim  goggles  with  duct  tape  over  lenses.  (Courtesy  of 
Detective  Ray  Adornetto,  South  Euclid,  Ohio  Police  Department.) 


The  Journal 

Detective  Ray  Adornetto  of  the  South  Euclid  Police  Department  had  the 
first  sexual  assault  case.  He  provided  the  author  with  copies  of  the  journal 
as  well  as  the  investigative  details  of  this  serial  rape  case.  In  fact,  it  was 
Detective  Adornetto  and  Lieutenant  Dale  Brady  of  the  University  Heights 
Police  Department  who  first  realized  the  similarity  between  the  first  two 
incidents  and  the  significance  of  this  particular  offender’s  MO.  The  two 
investigators  agreed  that  the  same  offender  was  probably  responsible  for 
both  incidents.  They  based  their  conclusion  on  the  words  that  the  offender 
used  with  each  of  his  victims,  his  approach  in  parking  lots  of  malls,  the 
use  of  the  gun  to  get  compliance,  the  fact  that  both  victims  had  their 
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hands  taped  behind  their  backs,  as  well  as  the  similar  sequence  of  sexual 
activities  that  indicated  a  unique  signature. 

Thomas  SR  took  his  life  as  he  was  about  to  be  apprehended  in  an 
attempted  rape.  Once  he  was  identified  as  the  unknown  serial  rapist  who 
had  terrorized  women  throughout  the  suburbs  of  Cleveland,  Detective 
Adornetto,  Lieutenant  Brady,  and  their  fellow  detectives  spent  weeks 
going  over  the  entries  in  the  journal.  They  compared  the  journal  entries 
with  the  information  in  the  various  police  reports  from  all  of  the  different 
jurisdictions  that  had  experienced  sexual  assaults.  The  detectives  reinter¬ 
viewed  the  victims  and  some  of  the  unsuspecting  would-be  victims,  who 
had  been  named  or  described  in  the  journal. 

The  journal  clearly  identified  Thomas  SR  as  a  serial  offender.  Thomas 
SR  had  explicitly  detailed  each  rape  and  sexual  assault  he  committed.  He 
described  in  detail  his  stalking  as  well  as  several  attempts  at  abduction  in 
the  220-page  journal  recovered  by  detectives.  As  a  result,  he  was  subse¬ 
quently  linked  to  various  sexual  assault  cases  in  Cleveland  and  the  differ¬ 
ent  suburban  jurisdictions. 

Thomas  SR  meticulously  detailed  the  most  mundane  details  of  his 
day-to-day  personal  life  and  his  sexual  fantasies  about  rape  and  vividly 
described  how  he  stalked  dozens  of  women  whom  he  planned  on 
abducting  and  sexually  assaulting.  He  was  a  man  obsessed  with  his 
weight  and  looks,  jogging,  health  clubs,  strippers,  pornography,  and 
tennis.  Throughout  the  journal,  Thomas  SR  complained  about  his  own 
physical  appearance.  He  talked  about  being  too  short  and  overweight. 
Many  of  his  entries  began  with  an  exact  weight  of  the  day.  He  experi¬ 
enced  several  failed  relationships  and  was  angry  at  being  rejected.  He 
dealt  with  this  rejection  by  hunting  for  women  he  could  rape  and 
control.  He  referred  to  his  stalking  as  “hunting”  or  “cruising,”  and  he 
recounted  numerous  excursions  within  the  journal.  In  fact,  Thomas  SR 
recounted  several  attempts  at  abduction  and  sexual  assault.  During  the 
assaults,  he  would  talk  to  his  victims  and  ask  questions  about  their 
children  or  spouses  and  homes.  In  some  instances,  he  would  talk  to 
them  as  if  they  were  on  a  date.  He  also  warned  them  of  the  dangers  of 
leaving  their  cars  unlocked  and  explained  that  this  was  why  he  chose 
them  for  attack.  He  also  kept  personal  information  in  his  journal.  On 
other  occasions,  he  was  vulgar,  threatening,  and  demeaning  as  he  acted 
out  his  sexual  perversions  and  fantasies,  which  included  bondage,  forced 
oral  sex,  and  complete  domination  and  control.  His  autobiographical 
exploits  provided  the  authorities  with  his  victim  selection  process  and 
his  distinctive  signature  that  was  used  to  link  the  cases.  He  also  was 
methodical  and  followed  a  specific  modus  operandi,  spreading  his 
crimes  over  several  jurisdictions  to  avoid  detection. 
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Journal  Entries 

In  this  section  are  specific  examples  of  some  of  the  journal  entries  for 
analysis  and  review.  The  modus  operandi  involves  actions  necessary  to 
accomplish  the  activity,  while  the  signature  aspect  represents  the  under¬ 
lying  emotional  needs  of  the  offender.  The  signature  and  modus  oper¬ 
andi  entries  are  bolded  for  emphasis  and  review.  Excerpts  of  the  official 
police  reports  and  complaints  in  the  words  of  the  victims  for  comparison 
to  the  journal  entries  are  also  provided.  The  vicious  and  cruel  reality  of 
the  offenses  as  described  by  the  victims  are  dramatically  divergent  com¬ 
pared  to  the  subject’s  perception  in  his  journal  entries.  The  journal  entries, 
which  revealed  his  underlying  fantasy-driven  behavior,  described  the 
events  as  sexual  encounters,  and  in  some  instances,  he  would  eroticize 
the  attacks  to  fit  his  sexual  fantasies. 

The  journal  entries  start  off  with  a  brief  recap  of  his  life,  in  which  he 
talks  about  vacation  trips,  his  mom  and  dad  catching  a  frog  and  keeping 
it  in  a  bottle,  how  his  uncle  caught  a  tarantula-like  spider,  his  crush  on 
( name  withheld)  in  kindergarten,  a  fishing  trip,  a  crush  on  ( name  with¬ 
held)  the  girl  next  door,  starts  on  other  relationships,  high  school,  joining 
the  Army,  getting  arrested,  his  dad’s  death  from  cancer,  Ohio  School  of 
Broadcasting,  lists  of  different  jobs,  and  then  the  rape. 

Sexual  Assault-Sodomy:  Journal  Entry 

12-26 :  Went  to  the  Revco  at  Mayfield  and  Plainfield.  A  blonde 
woman  went  in  and  left  her  door  unlocked.  When  she  came 
back  I  got  in  the  passenger  side  and  forced  her  to  drive  across 
the  street  to  the  bank  lot.  Her  name  was  Mary  —  ( Author’s 
note.  This  is  not  her  real  name  —  in  the  journal,  he  listed  the 
first  and  last  names  of  his  victims.)  46  and  good  looking.  She 
started  to  escape  out  of  the  driver’s  door  but  thought  better 
of  it  when  I  put  the  gun  to  her  head.  Taped  her  hands  behind 
her  back  with  duct  tape  and  forced  her  into  the  back  seat. 

Crossed  and  taped  her  ankles  together  and  blindfolded  and 
gagged  her  with  duct  tape.  Drove  her  over  to  the  Center  May- 
field  parking  lot  and  got  in  back  with  her.  Unbuttoned  her 
blouse  and  took  her  tits  out  of  her  bra.  Sucked  on  both  of 
them,  the  nipples  were  red  and  tasty.  Forced  her  skirt  up  and 
pulled  off  her  panties  and  panty  hose,  untaped  her  legs  and 
played  with  her  pussy.  Made  her  suck  my  dick  for  a  while  and 
made  her  get  up  on  all  fours  so  I  could  fuck  her  from  behind. 

I  forgot  condoms  so  I  didn’t  fuck  her.  Let  her  go  after  an  hour. 

Detective  Ray  Adornetto  was  assigned  to  this  investigation, 
which  occurred  in  the  City  of  South  Euclid,  OH. 
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Police  Report 

The  police  report  provides  insight  into  the  offender’s  actual  behavior 
during  the  crime  as  well  as  the  remarks  and  statements  that  he  made  to 
his  victim.  He  immediately  threatened  her  with  a  gun  and  stated,  “Don’t 
look  at  me”  as  he  fixed  his  ski  mask  over  his  mouth.  The  victim  reported 
that  he  was  very  agitated  and  very  nervous  as  he  gave  her  directions. 
He  taped  her  hands  behind  her  back.  He  told  her,  “Don’t  do  anything 
stupid.”  He  also  stated  several  times  that  if  she  did  everything  he  told 
her  she  would  be  ok.  When  the  victim  offered  her  money  and  car  to  the 
perpetrator  he  stated,  “It’s  not  your  car  or  your  money  I  want  —  it’s 
you.”  As  he  was  driving  her  to  the  location  of  assault,  the  subject  said, 
“You  left  your  car  unlocked  —  did  you  know  that?  Consider  this  your 
punishment.”  The  subject  took  her  to  an  unknown  location.  When  they 
got  to  this  location,  the  offender  said,  “If  you  are  a  good  little  girl  and 
do  everything  I  say  all  night  long,  you  won’t  get  hurt.”  The  victim 
reported  that  he  put  both  his  hands  around  my  neck,  quite  tightly,  and 
said,  “You’re  going  to  do  everything  I  say  and  not  make  any  trouble, 
aren’t  you?” 

The  victim  also  reported  that  the  subject  told  her  that  if  she  didn’t 
do  what  he  said  he  would  kill  her  and  throw  her  in  the  woods.  The 
offender  ordered  her  onto  her  stomach  and  pulled  her  pants  and  panty¬ 
hose  down  and  fondled  her  buttocks.  She  could  hear  him  sigh.  He  then 
directed  her  to  turn  over  on  her  back.  She  stated,  “He  unbuttoned  my 
coat  and  blouse  and  grabbed  my  bra  and  ripped  it  right  off.”  The  victim 
stated  that  the  offender  fondled  her  breasts  and  nipples  and  put  them  in 
his  mouth.  She  stated  that  when  he  removed  the  tape  from  her  mouth, 
“He  appeared  to  become  more  at  ease.  He  wasn’t  as  nervous  or  agitated. 
He  told  me,  ‘If  I  screamed  he  would  kill  me.’”  He  then  said,  “Kiss  me  — 
kiss  me  and  do  it  like  you  mean  it.” 

The  victim  reported  that  the  offender  put  his  finger  into  her  vagina 
as  he  continued  to  fondle  her  breasts.  During  this  time,  he  asked  the 
victim  personal  questions  about  her  family  and  her  children.  The  victim 
reported,  “He  was  carrying  on  a  conversation  and  was  very  much  relaxed.” 
He  then  said,  “I  want  you  to  suck  my  dick  and  if  you  bite  me  I’ll  kill  you.” 

She  also  reported  that  he  stated,  “You’re  in  luck,  I’m  not  going  to  rape 
you  —  I  didn’t  bring  any  condoms.  The  offender  then  instructed  her  to 
suck  his  dick.  He  said,  “lick  it-lick  it.” 

The  victim  reported  that  the  offender  did  not  ejaculate.  He  asked  the 
victim  if  she  performed  oral  sex  on  her  husband  and  stated,  “I  bet  he 
likes  it.”  When  he  finished,  he  said,  “I’m  going  to  take  you  back  to  near 
where  I  got  you  and  leave  you  and  you’re  not  going  to  hie  a  police  report 
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on  this.”  The  victim  stated  that  he  put  his  hands  around  her  neck  and 
repeated,  “You’re  not  going  to  file  a  police  report,  are  you?”  Then  he 
said,  “If  you  do,  I  do  worse  than  tonight  —  I  know  where  you  live.”  He 
had  gone  through  her  wallet  and  asked  if  she  still  lived  at  the  same  address. 
The  victim  reported  that  the  perpetrator  completely  removed  her  panties 
and  panty  hose  and  took  them. 


Analysis 

The  complainant’s  report  confirms  the  journal  entries.  The  difference 
between  what  the  offender  wrote  and  what  the  victim  reported  is  the 
brutal  reality  of  the  incident.  The  victim  stated  in  her  report,  “When  he 
bound  and  gagged  me  I  thought  that  I  would  not  live  —  that  he  would 
kill  me.” 

Thomas  SR  followed  a  specific  MO.  He  stalked  his  victims  in  parking 
lots  and  watched  for  a  target,  someone  who  left  her  door  unlocked.  He 
wrote,  “When  she  came  back  I  got  in  the  passenger  side  and  forced  her 
to  drive  across  the  street  to  the  bank  lot.... Taped  her  hands  behind  her 
back  with  duct  tape  and  forced  her  into  the  back  seat.. .  .Crossed  and  taped 
her  ankles  together  and  blindfolded  and  gagged  her  with  duct  tape.”  He 
also  apparently  knew  about  forensic  evidence,  and  because  he  did  not 
have  a  condom,  he  did  not  want  to  take  the  chance  of  raping  his  victim 
and  leaving  evidence. 

The  signature  piece  is  revealed  in  what  he  does  to  his  victims.  “Unbut¬ 
toned  her  blouse  and  took  her  tits  out  of  her  bra.  Sucked  on  both  of  them, 
the  nipples  were  red  and  tasty.”  The  reference  to  him  telling  the  victim, 
“Kiss  me  —  kiss  me  and  do  it  like  you  mean  it”  is  another  element  of 
interest.  It  almost  seems  as  if  the  offender  is  on  a  date  and  wants  his  victim 
to  like  him.  He  also  engaged  in  personal  conversation  with  the  victim. 
The  offender  then  instructed  her  to  suck  his  dick.  He  instructed  her  to 
“lick  it.”  The  victim  reported  that  the  offender  did  not  ejaculate.  This  was 
certainly  indicative  of  sexual  dysfunction.  He  then  asked  the  victim  if  she 
performed  oral  sex  on  her  husband  and  stated,  “I  bet  he  likes  it.”  In  the 
offender’s  mind,  a  “put-down”  as  he  humiliates  her.  Then  he  reveals  his 
sadistic  streak  as  he  wrote,  “Made  her  suck  my  dick  for  a  while  and  made 
her  get  up  on  all  fours  so  I  could  fuck  her  from  behind.” 

The  victim  reported  that  the  perpetrator  completely  removed  her 
panties  and  panty  hose  and  took  them.  He  did  not  mention  this  in  the 
journal.  This  information  is  of  investigative  interest,  because  it  provides 
additional  insight  into  an  offender,  who  was  taking  “trophies”  to  enhance 
and  continue  his  fantasy  at  a  later  time  using  the  victim’s  panties  as  a  prop. 
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Sexual  Assault:  Journal  Entry 

1  -22:  Went  to  the  Revco  at  Cedar  and  Green.  A  woman  in  a 
station  wagon  went  in  with  her  doors  all  unlocked.  When 
she  came  back  out  I  got  in  and  forced  her  to  drive  over  to 
the  gas  station,  where  I  duct  taped  her  hands  behind  her 
back.  It  was  not  good  enough  though,  and  she  escaped.  We 
struggled  on  the  ground  until  I  convinced  her  to  get  back  in 
the  car.  I  taped  her  hands  very  tight  behind  her  back,  gagged 
her,  blindfolded  her  and  crossed  and  taped  her  ankles.  Drove 
home,  where  the  kids  had  come  over  to  sleep!  So  I  had  to 
sneak  the  woman  in  through  the  back  door  into  my  room. 
I  put  her  over  my  shoulder  so  her  ass  was  right  in  my  face, 
bumping  her  head  along  the  way  on  a  couple  of  walls  and 
doorways.  Got  her  into  my  room  and  laid  her  on  the  floor. 

She  looked  so  good  there,  helpless,  bound  hand  and  foot, 
gagged  and  blindfolded.  Picked  her  up  and  sat  her  on  the 
bed.  Made  her  lay  down  and  took  off  her  shoes,  socks,  pants 
and  panties.  I  didn’t  ask  her  name  and  the  gag  never  came 
out  of  her  mouth.  She  was  a  mother  of  six  children  but  was 
in  great  shape.  She  was  5'  2"  and  tiny.  Perfect.  Untaped  her 
hands  and  made  her  take  off  the  rest  of  her  clothes.  I  ordered 
her  to  do  it  sexy  and  she  did,  striking  a  pose  when  she  took 
off  her  bra.  Women  are  so  incredible  when  they  are  helpless! 
Laid  down  with  her  nude  body  and  licked  and  kissed  her  all 
over.  Sucked  on  her  nipples  kissed  and  licked  her  beautiful 
little  ass,  legs  and  feet. 

Got  her  up  on  all  fours  and  was  ready  to  fuck  her  good  when 
I  lost  my  erection.  It  was  because  of  the  kids,  and  Mom  being 
in  the  next  room.  Got  her  dressed  and  took  her  back  to  the 
Revco  where  I  released  her.  Got  to  buy  handcuffs. 

Lieutenant  Dale  Brady  was  assigned  to  this  investigation,  which 
occurred  in  the  City  of  University  Heights,  OH. 


Police  Report 

The  victim  stated  that  the  offender  ran  up  to  her  car  and  opened  the 
passenger  door.  She  stated  that  she  tried  to  put  the  car  into  reverse  real 
fast  and  knock  him  down,  but  he  got  in  and  put  a  gun  to  her  head  and 
ordered  her  to  “Drive  over  there.”  The  victim  stated  she  did  as  she  was 
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told  and  said,  “Don’t  hurt  me.”  He  told  her  to  shut  up  and  used  duct  tape 
to  cover  her  eyes.  He  told  her  to  open  her  mouth  and  gagged  her  with  a  piece 
of  gauze,  which  he  also  duct  taped.  He  then  bound  her  hands  but  did  not 
do  a  very  good  job.  He  stated,  “Shut  up.  If  you  do  everything  you’re  told 
you’ll  be  ok.”  The  victim  stated  that  he  kept  using  the  word  “sodomy” 
and  “I’ll  sodomize  you.”  The  victim  attempted  to  flee  after  freeing  her 
hands  but  was  running  blind,  because  her  eyes  were  covered  with  duct 
tape.  The  perpetrator  caught  her  and  put  the  gun  to  her  head  and  stated, 
“You  bitch.  I’m  going  to  kill  you,  you  better  listen  to  me.”  He  then  threw 
her  on  the  ground.  He  then  taped  her  hands  behind  her  back  and  put 
her  in  the  back  seat  of  her  car. 

He  kept  saying,  “I  can’t  believe  you  did  this  you  bitch.  You’re  going 

to  pay  for  this.”  The  victim  stated,  “Please  don’t  hurt  me  I  have  six  kids.” 
He  replied,  “If  you  listen  to  me  you  won’t  get  hurt.”  He  then  gagged  her 
again  and  taped  her  tightly.  The  offender  then  picked  up  the  victim  and 
put  her  into  his  vehicle.  He  then  drove  for  approximately  5  to  8  minutes. 

When  he  got  to  where  he  was  going,  he  told  her,  “Don’t  say  anything 
or  I  will  kill  you.  This  won’t  take  more  than  a  few  hours.”  The  victim 
stated  that  the  suspect  picked  her  up  “like  a  sack  of  potatoes”  and  carried 
her  up  a  narrow  stairwell.  She  stated  that  she  was  hitting  her  head  against 
the  walls  and  that  he  was  huffing  a  lot.  He  then  laid  her  on  a  bed.  She 
stated  he  was  pacing  the  floor.  He  untaped  her  feet  and  took  her  socks 
off.  He  told  her  to  lie  on  her  stomach.  He  took  her  pants  and  underwear 
off  and  tied  her  up  again. 

He  stated,  “You  screwed  up,  you  tried  to  escape.”  The  victim  reported 
that  the  perpetrator  used  both  hands  to  choke  her,  stating,  “How  does  it 
feel  not  to  have  control.”  The  victim  stated  that  she  thought  that  he  was 
trying  to  be  perverted  to  get  himself  turned  on. 

She  stated,  “He  then  untied  my  wrists  and  put  a  gun  to  my  head  and 
said  he  was  going  to  shoot  me  if  I  didn’t  take  my  shirt  and  bra  off  in  a 
sexy  manner.  He  said  it  better  turn  him  on.”  He  used  twine  to  retie  her 
hands  behind  her  back.  He  told  her  he  was  going  to  use  a  condom.  “He 
then  said  that  I  would  have  to  suck  his  penis.”  The  complainant  stated  to 
the  investigators  that  she  thought  that  he  was  trying  to  turn  himself  on. 
The  offender  turned  her  over  onto  her  knees  and  was  touching  her  breasts 
and  vagina.  The  complainant  stated,  “I  could  tell  he  was  not  hard  enough. 
He  kept  saying  it  was  my  fault  that  I  was  not  wet  enough  that’s  why  he 
could  not  penetrate  me.  He  started  to  choke  me  again.... He  started  to 
kiss  me  and  touch  my  breasts,  playing  with  me.... He  tried  again. ...He 
got  real  mad  that  he  couldn’t  do  it.  I  started  to  get  scared.” 

In  the  opinion  of  the  author,  these  observations  as  reported  by  the 
complainant  are  important,  because  they  suggest  that  the  offender  has  a 


Journal  of  a  Serial  Rapist:  A  Case  Study 


99 


sexual  dysfunction  and  must  incorporate  into  the  event  certain  behavior 
that  serves  to  identify  a  specific  signature. 

The  victim  stated  that  suddenly  he  got  up  and  said,  “I  can’t  do  this  to 
yon.  This  is  wrong.  I’m  really  sorry.  I’ll  take  yon  back  to  the  car.”  He  then 
untied  her  and  ordered  her  to  get  dressed.  She  still  had  the  blindfold  on 
her  eyes  and  a  gag  in  her  mouth.  He  then  taped  her  hands  behind  her 
back.  He  guided  her  down  the  stairs  and  outside  where  he  put  her  in  the 
back  seat  of  a  car. 

On  the  way  back  to  the  Revco  parking  lot,  he  stated,  “Don’t  go  to  the 
police.”  The  victim  stated  that  she  would  not.  The  subject  was  worried 
about  police  being  by  her  car,  so  the  victim  suggested  that  he  drop  her 
off  nearby  and  that  she  would  face  the  wall  so  as  not  to  see  his  license  plate. 

This  strategy  of  cooperation  on  the  part  of  the  victim  probably  saved 
her.  He  then  said  he  was  sorry  and  said,  “You  learned  a  lesson,  keep  your 
doors  locked.”  The  victim  told  him  to  seek  professional  help.  The  per¬ 
petrator  stated  that  all  he  wanted  was  companionship. 

When  they  got  to  Revco,  he  said  there  were  people  coming  out  of  the 
store.  He  pulled  over  to  another  location,  took  her  out  of  the  car,  and 
stood  her  up  facing  the  wall.  The  victim  waited  until  he  pulled  away.  She 
ran  to  her  car,  went  home,  and  told  her  husband  what  had  happened. 
They  called  the  police. 

Analysis 

The  modus  operandi  is  the  same,  and  once  again,  the  victim  was  taken 
from  a  parking  lot  after  the  subject  could  see  if  she  had  left  her  doors 
unlocked.  He  waited  for  her  by  her  car,  got  in,  put  a  gun  to  her  head,  and 
ordered  her  to  drive.  The  words  that  he  used  during  the  event  were  similar, 
such  as  “You  learned  a  lesson,  keep  your  doors  locked.”  In  the  first  sexual 
assault,  he  stated,  “You  left  your  car  unlocked  —  did  you  know  that? 
Consider  this  your  punishment.” 

His  method  of  control  was  distinctive  as  well.  He  taped  the  victims’ 
hands  tightly  behind  their  backs,  gagged  and  blindfolded  them,  and 
crossed  and  taped  their  ankles.  His  signature  activities  with  his  victims 
involved  having  total  control  over  them.  “Women  are  so  incredible  when 
they  are  helpless!”  He  wrote  how  he  made  her  take  off  the  rest  of  her 
clothes.  “I  ordered  her  to  do  it  sexy  and  she  did.”  He  engaged  in  specific 
activities.  He  wrote,  “Sucked  on  her  nipples,  kissed  and  licked  her  beau¬ 
tiful  little  ass,  legs  and  feet.... I  got  her  up  on  all  fours  and  was  ready  to 
fuck  her  good....”  In  the  South  Euclid  case,  he  wrote,  “...made  her  get 
up  on  all  fours  so  I  could  fuck  her  from  behind.”  He  reveals  his  victim 
selection  choice  in  the  journal  stating:  “She  was  5'  2"  and  tiny.  Perfect.” 
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The  complainant’s  report  confirmed  the  journal  entries.  However,  once 
again,  the  vicious  reality  of  the  assault  and  the  victim’s  fear  for  her  life  were 
not  recorded  in  Thomas  SR’s  journal.  The  victim  stated  that  the  offender 
said,  “You  bitch,  why  did  you  try  to  run  away.  Now  I’m  going  to  hurt  you. 
I’m  going  to  sodomize  you,  then  kill  you  and  throw  you  in  a  ravine.” 

He  stated,  “You  screwed  up,  you  tried  to  escape.”  The  victim  reported 
that  the  perpetrator  used  both  hands  to  choke  her,  saying,  “How  does  it 
feel  not  to  have  control.”  The  offender’s  anger  at  his  victim  does  not 
appear  in  his  journal  entries,  and  instead,  he  eroticized  the  event.  He  does, 
however,  make  reference  to  not  completing  the  sexual  assault  by  stating: 
“Got  her  up  on  all  fours  and  was  ready  to  fuck  her  good  when  I  lost  my 
erection.”  He  explains  that  it  was  because  of  the  kids,  and  Mom  being  in 
the  next  room.  He  also  does  not  make  any  reference  to  his  apology. 
However,  the  victim  reported  that  he  apologized  to  her  and  confided  in 
her  that  all  he  wanted  was  companionship. 

This  was  an  extremely  daring  exploit  on  the  part  of  the  offender  to 
actually  take  the  victim  to  his  mother’s  home  and  sneak  her  into  the  house 
and  sexually  assault  her  there. 

In  the  South  Euclid  case,  he  wrote,  “I  forgot  condoms  so  I  didn’t  fuck 
her.”  In  the  University  Heights  case,  he  wrote  that  he’s  “got  to  buy  hand¬ 
cuffs.”  It  is  apparent  that  he  is  researching  and  attempting  to  improve  his 
predation  by  being  prepared  and  having  the  “right”  equipment. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  author,  the  offender  was  not  only  improvising 
his  “rape  kit”  but  was  progressing  in  his  sexual  activities,  which  is  con¬ 
sistent  with  the  elements  of  psychopathic  sexual  sadism. 

The  journal  entries  continue  with  his  complaints  about  his  weight 
(many  entries  are  preceded  by  his  weight  of  the  day),  some  day-to-day 
activities  at  work,  his  tennis  games,  and  his  on  and  off  relationship  with 
a  girl  he  names  and  how  she  dumped  him. 

Two  months  later,  he  wrote  that  he  was  reading  the  paper.  “...  saw 
an  artist’s  rendition  (of  the  suspect)  that  was  pretty  damn  close  to  me.” 
He  wrote  that  the  story  said  two  women  had  been  abducted  and  raped 
recently.  He  then  made  the  following  entry:  “Both  stupid  bitches  reported 
their  rapes  after  I  told  them  not  to.” 

In  the  opinion  of  the  author  this  was  important  information,  because 
it  verified  that  these  types  of  offenders,  who  are  organized,  follow  the  case 
and  the  police  investigation  in  the  newspapers  and  the  media,  and  also  are 
usually  from  the  immediate  area. 

Sexual  Assault  and  Sodomy:  Journal  Entry 

6-4:  Went  to  the  Eastlake  area.  Followed  several  cars  and 
finally  found  a  white  van  with  a  pretty  blonde  loading  gro- 
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ceries.  When  the  woman  took  the  cart  back  I  checked  the 
passenger  door  and  it  was  unlocked.  When  she  came  back 
she  sat  and  lit  a  cigarette. 

I  simply  got  in,  pointed  the  gun  at  her  head  and  forced  her 
to  drive  down  to  an  isolated  part  of  the  parking  lot.  I  hand¬ 
cuffed  her  behind  her  back  and  forced  her  into  the  back  of 
the  van.  Tied  her  feet,  blindfolded  and  gagged  her.  Her  name 
was  Jane  ( Author’s  note.  This  is  not  her  real  name ;  but,  in  the 
journal,  he  wrote  her  first  name  and  described  her  as  a  very 
pretty  32-year-old  mother  of  three.)  Took  her  over  to  a  bank 
parking  lot  and  stripped  her  in  her  van  and  played  with  her. 
But  there  were  too  many  people  around  so  I  drove  until  I 
found  a  body  shop  on  Vine  and  pulled  into  the  back  of  it 
between  two  wrecked  cars.  There  was  even  a  cop  across  the 
street  giving  a  ticket  and  no  one  saw  us.  Ran  my  hands  all 
over  her  beautiful  body,  licking  and  sucking  on  her  tits  and 
ass.  Took  a  tentative  lick  of  her  clit.  Her  pussy  tasted  very 
sweet!  The  tits  were  big  C-cups  and  beautiful.  A  perfect  ass, 
legs  and  feet  made  her  quite  a  prize.  She  sucked  me  and  I 
played  with  her  for  an  hour  or  so.  Made  her  stand  outside 
the  van  so  I  could  run  my  hands  up  and  down  her  body. 
Played  with  her  some  more  before  we  parted  company.  I  let 
her  get  dressed  and  took  her  back  to  the  parking  lot  at  Finest 
and  got  into  my  car  and  headed  home.  Now  that’s  a  good 
way  to  get  over  —  ( names  the  girl  who  broke  up  with  him). 
I  think  I’ll  go  out  to  Mentor  tomorrow  and  meet  another 
woman  out  there. 

This  case  occurred  in  Eastlake,  OH  and  was  assigned  to  Detec¬ 
tive  Ken  Roberts. 


Police  Report 

The  victim  reported,  “A  man  opened  my  passenger  door  and  got  in.  He  said, 
‘I’m  not  going  to  hurt  you.’  But,  he  had  a  gun.  He  told  me  to  do  as  he 
said  and  I  wouldn’t  get  hurt.  I  thought  he  wanted  to  steal  my  van.  He  told 
me  to  drive  forward  to  a  different  part  of  the  parking  lot.  He  then  told 
me  to  stop  and  told  me  to  do  exactly  what  he  said  and  I  won  t  get  hurt.  He 
took  my  arm  and  put  handcuffs  on  and  I  had  to  put  the  other  arm  around 
my  back.  I  was  starting  to  panic  now  and  then  he  put  tape  on  my  eyes 
and  then  put  his  sunglasses  on  me.  He  made  me  go  to  the  back  and  lie 
on  the  seat  and  drove  me  to  another  spot.  While  driving  he  asked  me 
questions.  I  told  him  I  had  three  girls  and  not  to  hurt  me  and  they  were 
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home  alone.  He  asked  me  what  time  I  was  expected  home  and  I  said  10:30. 
He  asked  a  lot  of  questions:  age,  married,  kids  ages,  how  far  I  lived  from  the 
store.  When  I  didn’t  respond  once,  he  told  me  to  answer  him  when  asked  or 
he  would  hurt  me.  When  we  stopped  he  came  around  to  the  back  and  told 
me  he  was  going  to  rape  me  and  if  I  cooperated  I  won’t  be  hurt.  He  told 
me  I  left  my  door  open  and  if  he  was  a  murderer  I  would  be  dead. 

He  took  my  shoes,  socks,  pants  and  underpants  off.  He  pulled  my 
shirt  over  my  head  and  unhooked  my  bra.  He  told  me  I  was  going  to  do 
oral  sex  on  him  and  I  wasn’t  to  bite  him. 

He  pulled  on  my  pubic  hair  and  pinched  my  left  nipple  very  hard 
while  he  stressed  that  I  was  going  to  obey  him.  He  choked  my  neck  to 
show  me  how  he  would  kill  me  if  I  didn’t  do  everything  he  wanted.  He 
made  me  French  kiss  him  and  he  sucked  my  breasts,  did  oral  sex  on  me, 
kissed  me  on  my  butt  and  my  feet.  He  even  licked  my  feet. 

Then  he  made  me  lay  on  the  floor  and  he  drove  me  to  a  second  place. 
He  made  me  get  out  of  the  van  and  stand  outside  and  French  kiss  me. 
Then  he  made  me  get  back  in  the  van.  He  made  me  do  oral  sex  on  him. 
He  was  having  me  sit  up  and  lay  down  on  the  seat  and  on  the  floor  and 
turning  me  over.  He  was  mad  that  there  wasn’t  much  room.  When  he 
was  done  he  said  it  was  about  10:30  and  that  he  was  going  to  let  me  go. 
Before  that  he  said  that  he  wanted  to  keep  me  all  night  and  wished  he 
could  keep  me  2  or  3  days.  He  drove  again  and  this  time  I  was  lying  on 
the  seat.  That’s  when  he  told  me  to  keep  my  head  down  and  if  a  cop  saw 
me  I  would  be  dead.  He  told  me  not  to  go  to  the  police  and  not  tell  my 
husband.  He  also  threatened  that  he  would  come  back  and  get  me  if  I 
reported  it  to  the  police.  He  told  me  when  he  let  me  go  that  he  would 
take  the  handcuffs  off  and  leave  and  that  I  was  to  lay  still  for  a  few 
minutes. .  .1  heard  him  get  into  a  car  next  to  the  van  and  drive  away.  I  got 
up  and  put  my  clothes  on.  I  went  to  the  Finest  entrance  and  I  carried  my 
socks  and  shoes  inside  where  I  called  the  police.” 


Analysis 

The  offender  perfected  his  MO  of  stalking  and  approaching  his  victims 
in  parking  lots  as  they  returned  to  their  cars.  He  wrote,  “I  simply  got  in, 
pointed  the  gun  at  her  head  and  forced  her  to  drive. .  .1  handcuffed  her 
behind  her  back  and  forced  her  into  the  back  of  the  van.  Tied  her  feet, 
blindfolded  and  gagged  her.”  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  he  added  Hand¬ 
cuffs  to  his  rape  kit.  He  also  engaged  in  similar  dialogue  with  this  victim 
as  with  the  previous  victims.  Once  again,  he  tells  the  victim  that  if  she 
cooperates  she  will  not  get  hurt.  He  also  warned  her  not  to  go  to  the 
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police.  And,  he  told  her  that  she  left  her  car  door  open  and  that  if  he  was 
a  murderer,  she  would  be  dead.  All  of  this  is  similar  to  the  remarks  made 
to  the  previous  victims,  suggesting  that  it  was  their  fault  for  being 
attacked,  and  that  this  attack  should  serve  as  a  lesson  to  be  more  careful. 

The  signature  piece  is  played  out  as  he  wrote,  “Ran  my  hands  all  over 
her  beautiful  body,  licking  and  sucking  on  her  tits  and  ass.”  He  engaged 
in  similar  sexual  activities  with  this  victim,  which  included  forced  oral 
sex.  He  wrote  in  his  journal  that  she  had  “A  perfect  ass,  legs  and  feet 
made  her  quite  a  prize.” 

The  complainant’s  report  confirmed  the  journal  entries.  The  victim’s 
statement  went  into  details  that  the  offender  did  not  mention  in  his 
journal.  The  victim’s  fear  for  her  life  was  documented  in  the  report.  The 
victim  stated  that  the  offender  said,  “If  I  could  see  his  face  he  would  have 
to  kill  me.  Don’t  raise  your  head  up  because  if  a  cop  sees  you  and  pulls 
us  over  you’ll  be  dead  before  they  could  get  to  me.” 

The  victim  stated  in  her  report  that  “He  pulled  on  my  pubic  hair  and 
pinched  my  left  nipple  very  hard  while  he  stressed  that  I  was  going  to  obey 
him.  He  squeezed  my  neck  until  I  couldn’t  breathe  at  all  and  I  thought  he 
was  going  to  choke  me  to  death  right  there.” 

He  did  not  mention  that  he  caused  her  pain  by  pulling  her  pubic  hair 
and  pinching  her  nipple  as  he  ordered  her  to  obey  him.  He  also  conve¬ 
niently  left  out  how  he  squeezed  her  neck  until  she  could  not  breathe  and 
that  he  choked  her  and  threatened  to  kill  her. 

Once  again,  the  journal  entries  indicated  his  total  control  of  the  victim 
as  he  directed  and  ordered  her  to  perform.  He  also  revealed  his  anger  at 
the  recent  breakup,  as  he  wrote:  “Now  that’s  a  good  way  to  get  over 
( names  the  girl  who  broke  up  with  him).  He  then  followed  up  with  a 
reference  about  going  out  to  Mentor,  OH  for  another  “hunt.” 

The  offender  clearly  enjoyed  the  assaults  and  enjoyed  acting  out  his 
anger  against  women  in  a  brutal  and  degrading  manner.  The  journal 
entries  continued  to  eroticize  the  events  and  obviously  served  to  fulfill 
his  fantasies. 

The  journal  entries  continued  into  October.  During  this  time  period, 
he  was  in  and  out  of  relationships.  He  complained  about  trying  to  lose 
weight,  about  having  erection  problems,  about  a  new  job  and  meeting 
new  people,  etc.  There  was  one  particularly  interesting  entry  in  September 
that  indicated  the  offender’s  mobility.  Thomas  SR  would  drive  around 
for  hours  looking  for  hunting  places: 

9-25:  Rented  a  Mercury  Cougar  from  Hertz  and  drive  to 
Niagra  (sic)  Falls.  Stayed  less  than  thirty  minutes,  turned 
around  and  came  home. 
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10-2:  Subject  was  brooding  over  a  breakup  with  another  girl. 
Talks  about  trying  to  get  over  her. 

10-3:  “Mopped  (sic)  around  the  house  all  day  feeling  sorry 
for  myself.”  Called  another  girl. 

10-4:  “No  call  from  —  ( names  the  girl  who  broke  up  with 
him)" 

Attempted  Rape:  Journal  Entry 

10-5:  “Got  up  at  6... I  am  still  in  pain  over  this  whole  — 
( names  girl)  thing.  I  tried  to  cry  last  night  but  only  got  a  few 
tears  to  fall.  The  bitch  is  too  screwed  up  to  have  anything  to 
do  with,  yet  I  still  have  these  strong  feelings  for  her. .  .Went 
to  Willoughby  and  went  to  a  kitchen  cabinet  store  after- 
hours  (sic)  and  introduced  myself  to  a  sweet  young  thing 
who  was  cleaning  up.  I  took  her  into  a  back  bathroom  and 
ordered  her  to  take  her  clothes  off.  She  refused  and  started 
praying  to  Jesus!  No  matter  how  much  I  asked,  she  refused. 
I  finally  left  after  five  minutes  of  trying  to  convince  her  to 
see  things  my  way.  Barely  made  it  home.  Injured  the  knee 
badly  during  the  incident.  It  is  swollen  and  stiff.  I  fantasized 
about  the  Retail  Girl  and  what  I  would  have  done  to  her  had 
she  cooperated. 

She  was  young,  tall  and  delicious,  with  nice  tits  and  a 
great  ass.” 

This  case  occurred  in  Willoughby,  OH  and  was  assigned  to 
Detective  Gregory  Knack.  The  original  police  report  was  un¬ 
available  for  review. 

10-6:  He  makes  a  comment  about  wanting  to  “fuck”  the  new 
neighbor.  “A  sweet  little  blonde  with  big  tits.”  He  writes, 
“Hopefully  I’ll  have  my  chance.” 

10-6:  He  lists  his  weight  for  the  day.  He  writes,  “Met  the  new 
file  clerk  ( provides  her  name)!’ “I  would  like  to  nail  this  one.” 

10-22:  He  makes  a  reference  to  attacking  his  neighbor.  “If  I 
lose  my  job  the  first  person  I’m  going  to  visit  is  that  little 
bitch!  (He  fantasized  about  raping  and  killing  her.)  He  then 
wrote:  “Went  cruising.  Checked  out  the  real  estate  places  and 
got  a  few  leads.  Went  to  Solon  and  checked  out  the  K-Mart. 
Not  too  bad.  But  the  best  place  I  found  was  the  Finest  store 
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in  Solon.  Just  too  many  targets!  All  in  minivans!  Great  loca¬ 
tion.” 


Analysis 

The  following  entries  referred  to  his  “hunting  and  cruising”  trips.  Like 
most  serial  rapists,  he  is  constantly  on  the  prowl  for  new  territory  and 
locations  to  predate.  He  is  also  taking  time  breaks  between  the  attacks 
and  spreading  his  crimes  over  many  jurisdictions,  so  as  not  to  bring 
attention  to  one  city  or  town.  This  technique  effectively  thwarted  efficient 
police  intervention. 

10-29:  “Went  cruising  at  6:20.  Went  out  to  Mayfield  and  306 
and  found  a  nice  location.  Saw  a  cute  little  girl  who  works 
at  the  Drug  Mart  come  out  to  her  car  during  her  break  to 
eat.  She  left  all  her  car  doors  unlocked,  which  is  a  pretty 
dangerous  thing  to  do  these  days.  I  think  I’ll  go  back  out 
there  next  week  and  warn  her  about  leaving  herself  open  to 
abductions,  rape,  torture  and  strangulation  like  that.  Got 
home  at  10:45  after  checking  out  the  Revco  in  Mentor,  the 
Finest  in  Mentor  and  the  Revco  in  Willoughby.  A  lot  of  close 
calls  but  nothing  more  than  that. 

On  October  29,  he  was  actively  seeking  a  victim.  Take  note  that  he  “hunts” 
in  places  he  has  previously  checked  out.  In  the  opinion  of  the  author,  this 
is  classic  behavior  of  the  serial  offender.  Many  times,  offenders  will  go 
back  to  an  area  or  location  where  they  have  been  successful  in  the  past. 
The  reference  about  going  back  to  Mayfield  to  “warn”  actually  means  that 
he  was  thinking  of  abducting  and  raping  that  young  woman. 

1 1  -22:  “Went  out  cruising.  Went  to  Chester  Township  first 
and  had  a  chance  to  introduce  myself  to  a  cute  woman  who 
left  her  van  completely  unlocked.  But  I  didn’t  like  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  and  passed  on  it.  Went  to  Chagrin  area  and  then 
to  Solon.  First  to  the  K-Mart  where  nothing  was  happening 
and  then  to  Finest  where  I  had  all  sorts  of  opportunities. 

Followed  a  beautiful  woman  in  a  van  to  her  home.  Almost 
met  a  cute  woman  who  had  left  her  van  unlocked  but  there 
were  too  many  people  around.  Went  back  to  the  Chagrin  area, 
but  again  the  pickens’  (sic)  were  slim.  Got  home  at  10:30.” 

1 1  -23:  “Went  out  to  Garfield  Heights  Revco  to  look  around. 

Almost  met  a  young  girl  who  left  her  car  unlocked.  Later 
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almost  met  two  teenage  girls  who  left  their  car  unlocked.  I 
passed  on  it  mainly  because  I  didn’t  think  I  could  handle 
two  young  girls  like  that.” 

1 1  -25:  “Went  hunting  in  Garfield  Heights.  The  Revco  offered 
up  some  tasty  morsels  but  Xheguardia  was  in  full  bloom.  ( This 
was  a  reference  to  the  number  of  security  guards  at  the  location.) 

Went  over  to  the  Revco  on  Broadview  Road.  Nice  location.” 

1  -2:  “Went  to  check  on  my  little  girl  in  Middleburg  Heights. 

She  was  there,  in  the  attorney’s  office  working  to  9.  Went  to 
the  Finest  up  the  street  at  State  and  Snow.  Had  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  meet  a  sweet  young  girl  with  short  dark  hair.  She 
was  driving  a  Jeep  with  unlocked  doors.  I  passed  because  of 
the  size  of  the  Jeep. 

In  retrospect,  that  would  not  have  mattered,  and  I  could  have 
brought  her  home  to  spend  some  time  with  me.  I  almost 
introduced  myself  to  another  woman  with  unlocked  doors. 

She  was  cute  and  tiny  but  in  her  late  forties  so  I  passed.  I 
should  have  just  asked  her  to  go  someplace  private  with  me 
to  give  me  a  quick  blowjob.  But  I  passed.  Got  home  at  10.” 

The  journal  continued  through  to  April,  with  constant  references  to 
his  weight,  which  he  recorded  to  the  ounce,  his  jogging,  his  golf,  his  tennis, 
along  with  his  frustration  in  relationships  and  his  anger  at  women.  There 
are  a  number  of  entries  in  which  the  subject  remarked  about  women  he 
met  and  what  he  would  have  liked  to  do  to  them.  Whenever  he  got  mad 
at  a  woman,  he  fantasized  about  raping  and  hurting  her.  He  was  constantly 
seeking  targets.  These  next  entries  are  revealing  as  he  documented  how 
he  did  an  “overhear”  on  a  store  clerk  to  obtain  an  address  of  a  potential 
victim.  He  even  drove  to  the  area  to  locate  her. 

2-9:  “Saw  a  cute  waitress.  I’ll  go  back  and  talk  to  her.” 

2-10:  “Saw  a  cute  redhead  there  and  stood  next  to  her  when 
she  gave  her  address  to  the  clerk!  Went  to  South  Euclid  to 

track  her  down  but  could  not  find  the  address.” 

Sexual  Assault-Rape-Sodomy:  Journal  Entry 

4-6:  “Left  for  Warren  at  1:00  PM.  Got  into  the  area  at  2:30 
PM  and  started  scouting  locations  for  my  night  hunt  for 
pussy.  After  looking  at  places  all  over  Warren  and  Niles, 
finally  found  a  good  place  on  Route  422  in  Niles.  Followed 
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a  girl  home  after  opening  her  passenger  door  but  she  was  on 
to  me  and  ran  into  her  house  before  I  could  introduce 
myself.  Had  another  girl,  whose  car  I  got  in  and  unlocked 
the  passenger  door. 

She  was  a  delicious  tanned  girl  with  curly  black  hair  and  a 
great  body.  I  was  ready  to  make  the  move  but  there  was  a 
guy  waiting  in  a  jeep  behind  me  so  I  couldn’t  get  to  her. 
Followed  her  home  but  couldn’t  get  to  her  in  time. 

After  a  few  hours  of  searching,  I  finally  found  a  girl  at  a  Super 
K-Mart.  She  left  her  door  open  and  I  prepared  the  car  for 
her  return,  unlocking  the  passenger  door  and  finding  a  park¬ 
ing  place  where  I  could  surprise  her  from  (sic). 

She  returned  to  the  car  about  10:30,  and  sat  there  eating  a 
taco.  I  started  moving  towards  it  but  another  woman  who 
was  just  pulling  out  thought  my  movements  suspicious  and 
stopped  her  car.  So  I  kept  walking  past  the  victim’s  car  and 
pretended  I  was  running  across  the  parking  lot.  Came  back 
after  a  few  minutes  and  the  woman  was  gone. 

But  the  victim  was  still  sitting  there  eating  her  taco.  So  I  got 
in  the  passenger  door,  pointed  the  gun  at  her  head  and 
ordered  her  to  drive. 

She  obeyed  and  I  took  her  behind  the  K-Mart.  I  handcuffed 
her  behind  her  back  and  forced  her  into  the  back  seat. 

I  decided  to  try  the  stun  gun.  I  pushed  it  against  her  neck 
and  hit  the  trigger.  It  did  not  have  the  desired  effect.  I  really 
expected  it  to  incapacitate  her.  Instead  it  just  shocked  her 
making  her  cry.  So  much  for  the  fucking  $50  stun  gun. 

I  tied  her  feet,  blindfolded  and  gagged  her.  Drove  her  car 
back  near  mine  and  made  a  flawless  transfer,  forcing  her 
from  her  car  to  my  car’s  backseat,  and  drove  off,  with  no 
witnesses  to  her  abduction.  She  had  been  somewhat  calm  up 
to  that  point,  but  once  she  realized  she  was  being  abducted 
and  not  carjacked,  she  began  to  panic,  her  gag  muffling  her 
cries.  She  tried  to  resist  getting  into  my  car  for  a  second  but 
then  did  what  she  was  told.  She  stayed  quiet  and  didn’t  move. 
Drove  to  a  motel  and  checked  in  quickly.  Again,  I  got  her 
inside  the  room  with  no  witnesses.  Once  inside,  I  sat  her  on 
the  bed  and  I  told  her  to  stay  calm  and  she  would  be  ok.  I 
explained  what  was  happening  and  told  her  straight  out  that 
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I  was  going  to  rape  her.  Her  long  legs  were  shaking  uncon¬ 
trollably.  I  rubbed  them  and  tried  to  calm  her  down.  I  took 
her  gag  off  and  asked  her  some  questions  about  herself.  Her 
name  was  Betty  —  ( Author’s  note.  This  is  not  her  real  name, 
hut  in  the  journal,  he  names  her  and  types  in  bold,  “18-years 
old!!!”)  She  was  5'9",  had  huge  C-cup  breasts  and  a  fantastic 
young  little  ass.  She  had  sex  for  the  first  time  at  13  and  it  was 
date  rape!  This  time  she  was  in  for  the  real  thing.  She  had  a 
boyfriend  and  they  had  sex  a  few  days  ago.  She  became  more 
calm  as  I  rubbed  her  legs  and  she  got  used  to  her  situation. 

I  asked  here  to  strip  nude  for  me,  and  I  stripped  while 
watching  her.  She  took  her  blouse  off  then  her  bra  revealing 
those  beautiful  huge  tits.  Her  shoes,  socks  and  jeans  came 
off  next  and  then  the  panties.  I  made  her  wiggle  her  cute 
little  ass  as  she  took  them  off.  I  handcuffed  her  behind  her 
back  and  made  her  lay  down  on  the  bed. 

I  got  in  with  her  and  kissed,  licked  and  played  with  her 
body  for  a  while.  I  made  her  kiss  me  and  she  kissed  nicely, 
with  her  mouth  open  and  her  sweet  little  tongue  darting  all 
over  the  inside  of  my  mouth.  She  said  she  was  cold  so  I 
turned  the  heat  on. 

It  was  fun  having  complete  control  over  an  18 -year  old  girl, 
leading  her  to  the  bathroom,  her  being  dependent  on  me  to 
guide  her  every  step  because  of  the  blindfold  ( which  was  my 
swimming  goggles  covered  with  duck  (sic)  tape.) 

Took  a  shower  with  her  washing  her  tits,  belly,  ass,  legs  and 
feet.  Even  washed  her  young  little  asshole,  which  looked  very 
inviting.  Licked  her  wet  body,  sucking  on  the  tits  and  lick¬ 
ing  and  kissing  her  wet  little  ass.  Made  her  get  on  her  knees 
and  suck  my  wet  dick.  She  had  never  sucked  a  man’s  dick 
before  so  I  was  patient.  She  sucked  real  good  for  a  beginner, 
licking  and  sucking  like  a  pro.  It  was  a  great  feeling  knowing 
that  my  dick  was  the  first  dick  she  had  ever  tasted.  For  the 
rest  of  her  life  she’ll  know  that  the  first  dick  she  ever  sucked 
belonged  to  me,  her  rapist!  I  stood  there  looking  down  at 
her.  She  looked  so  good  nude,  on  her  knees,  her  hands 
bound  behind  her  back,  with  my  dick  in  her  mouth.  I 
played  with  her  big  tits  as  she  sucked  my  cock.  Then  I  made 
her  push  her  tits  against  my  legs,  rubbing  the  nipples  all  over. 
Took  the  handcuffs  off  and  watched  as  she  dried  her  body 
off.  That  was  fun,  watching  her  dry  her  beautiful,  fresh  18- 
year-old  body. 
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Handcuffed  her  in  front  because  she  was  so  submissive  and 
obedient.  Took  her  to  bed  and  made  her  get  on  all  fours  so 
I  could  explore  her  pussy  and  asshole  from  behind.  I  should 
have  licked  her  from  pussy  to  asshole.  Played  with  her  tits 
as  they  hung  there  helplessly. 

I  put  her  at  the  end  of  the  bed  on  her  back  with  her  head 
hanging  over  the  edge  and  fucked  her  mouth  in  the  upside 
down  position.  I  used  some  strawberry  motion-lotion  to 
try  to  make  the  taste  better  for  her.  She  kept  gagging  be¬ 
cause  of  the  salty  taste  of  my  dick.  But  I  kept  fucking  her 
sweet  little  mouth  because  it  felt  and  looked  so  good. 

I  made  her  get  back  on  the  bed  with  her  head  on  the  pillow, 
on  her  back.  I  examined  her  beautiful  pussy  close  up.  I  had 
never  before  had  a  chance  to  explore  a  woman’s  pussy  up 
close  and  on  my  terms,  so  it  was  fun.  It  was  so  red  and  wet. 
The  inner  lips  were  so  curly  and  cute.  I  opened  them  gently 
with  my  fingers  and  examined  her  clit.  I  then  started  licking 
her.  She  tasted  great! 

Now  I  know  what  I  missed  with  the  15 -year  old  ( names  a 
girl  in  the  journal )  I  wished  I  had  buried  my  face  in  that 
pretty  little  fifteen  year  old  muffi(sic)” 

In  the  opinion  of  the  author,  this  entry  revealed  how  the  of¬ 
fender  was  constantly  fantasizing  about  sex.  As  he  described 
the  current  event,  he  suddenly  went  back  in  time  and  equated 
this  episode  with  an  earlier  fantasy  and  incorporated  both  into 
the  journal. 

“I  licked  and  sucked  on  her  clit  for  a  few  minutes  but  when 
I  realized  there  was  no  way  I  was  going  to  make  her  come, 
I  gave  up.  But  it  was  still  fun  licking  a  sweet,  fresh  18 -year- 
old  cunt  (sic).  She  said  that  she  had  never  been  into  oral  sex 
that  much  and  had  a  hard  time  cuming  (sic)  from  a  guy 
licking  her.  Put  a  condom  on  and  fucked  her.  First  in  the 
missionary  with  her  beautiful  feet  up  by  my  head,  which  I 
kissed  and  licked  (sic).  Then  I  turned  her  over  and  took  her 
from  behind.  That  sweet  young  18-year  old  butt  looked  so 
good  as  I  fucked  her.  The  delicious  asshole  was  so  visible  as 
I  pumped  her.  The  bad  news  was  she  started  her  period  that 
day  and  as  I  pumped  there  was  more  and  more  blood  on  the 
condom.  It  still  felt  great  and  I  would  have  come  but  the 
blood  bothered  me. 
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Her  asshole  was  rimmed  with  blood  from  her  vagina.  Made 
her  lie  on  top  of  me  and  rub  her  big  tits  and  pussy  and  ass 
all  over  me.  She  dangled  her  tits  above  my  face  so  I  could 
suck  her  nipples.  She  had  inverted  nipples  but  it  was  still  fun 
sucking  those  18 -year  old  C-cup  tities  (sic)!  Put  her  on  her 
tummy  and  tied  her  in  different  positions. 

Crossed  her  ankles  and  taped  them  tight  then  tied  her  feet 
to  her  handcuffs.  Her  sweet  little  body  looked  great  hog-tied 
like  that.  After  that  I  just  played  with  her  for  awhile  (sic). 
Squeezed,  kissed  and  licked  her  firm,  soft  18-year  old  ass. 
Licked  her  beautiful  long  legs  and  her  sweet  little  feet.  Kissed 
her  toes  and  then  worked  my  way  back  up  her  body  and 
kissed  her  mouth  for  a  while  (sic).  Made  her  suck  my  dick 
again,  making  her  move  that  little  mouth  of  hers  faster  and 
faster.  If  she  didn’t  keep  stopping  because  of  the  taste,  I  would 
have  cumed  (sic)  in  her  mouth.  Laid  there  for  awhile  (sic) 
longer  playing  with  the  little  18-year  old  until  12:15.  As  I 
caressed  her  helpless  body  I  told  her  that  she  had  been  ab¬ 
ducted  because  she  had  left  her  car  door  unlocked.  I  also 
told  her  that  she  was  lucky  I  took  her  and  not  a  guy  who 
enjoyed  torturing  and  killing  young  girls  like  her.  Let  her  get 
dressed  and  took  her  back  to  K-Mart  and  released  her. 

Watched  from  a  distance  as  she  ran  to  her  car  to  make  sure 
she  was  okay  and  then  I  went  back  to  the  motel  to  check  out. 
Hit  the  road  at  1  A.M.  and  got  home  at  2  A.M.  Day  light 
savings  time  went  into  effect  so  I  had  to  turn  the  clocks 
ahead.  Got  to  bed  at  4  A.M.” 

This  case  occurred  in  Howland  Township,  OH.  Detective  Ser¬ 
geant  John  Rumanisk  and  Captain  Karl  Compton  were  as¬ 
signed  to  this  investigation. 


Police  Report 

“Got  off  work  at  Hooters  about  10:45  P.M.  Went  to  super  K-Mart.  Was 
in  store  for  only  about  15  minutes.  Left  store  and  went  to  my  car.  Started 
the  engine  and  was  putting  on  my  seat  belt  when  the  front  passenger 
door  flung  open.  There  was  a  dark  haired  man  with  a  big  black  gun.  He 
jumped  in  and  told  me  to  look  forward  and  drive  and  not  do  anything 
stupid.  He  had  me  drive  to  the  back  of  the  Super  K-Mart.  He  put  goggles 
on  me,  tied  my  ankles  together  and  handcuffed  me  behind  my  back. 
He  put  me  in  the  back  seat  of  my  car  and  drove  around  the  parking  lot.  He 
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had  me  get  into  his  car’s  back  seat.  He  covered  me  with  a  dark  blanket 
and  drove  off.  We  got  somewhere  close  by  because  it  only  took  a  couple 
of  minutes  to  get  there.  He  gagged  me  and  got  out  of  the  car.  He  was 
gone  for  a  couple  of  minutes  and  came  back.  He  drove  for  a  couple  of 
minutes  and  parked  the  car.  The  car  was  a  four  door  and  had  a  stick.  He 
untied  my  legs  and  ungagged  (sic)  me.  He  took  me  to  a  motel  room. 
Once  inside  he  had  me  sit  on  the  bed  and  he  proceeded  to  tell  me  that 
he  was  going  to  rape  me,  nothing  more  unless  I  got  out  of  line.  He  asked 
me  if  I  was  a  virgin  and  if  I  have  ever  ‘ sucked ’  on  a  man’s  cock.  I  lied  to 
him  and  told  him  I  have  never  performed  oral  sex.  But  he  told  me  I  was 
going  to  do  it  anyways. 

He  told  me  to  stand  up  and  strip  for  him.  He  told  me  to  take  my 
jacket  off,  then  my  shirt,  then  my  bra.  He  told  me  to  take  off  my  shoes 
and  socks  and  then  my  jeans.  Then  he  told  me  to  shake  my  bottom  when 
I  take  off  my  underwear.  I  did  what  he  told  me  to.  He  started  touching 
me  all  over  telling  me  what  a  beautiful  little  girl  I  was  and  if  I  do 
everything  right  I  won’t  get  hurt.  He  had  me  lay  down  on  the  bed  and 
he  touched  me  all  over.  He  told  me  to  get  up  off  the  bed.  He  took  me  to 
the  bathroom.  He  wanted  to  take  a  shower  with  me. 

We  got  in  the  shower  but  he  wouldn’t  let  me  get  too  wet.  Then  he 
had  me  on  my  knees  in  the  shower  and  made  me  suck  his  penis.  I 
stopped  because  I  was  going  to  throw  up.  He  told  me  it  was  all  right  that 
I  could  try  later.  We  went  back  to  the  bed.  He  lay  on  top  of  me  touching 
my  breast  and  genitals.  He  got  up.  He  said  he  was  putting  a  condom  on. 
He  came  back  and  performed  oral  sex  on  me.  Then  stuck  his  penis  in 
my  vagina.  He  only  stayed  in  me  a  couple  of  minutes  and  pulled  out.  He 
was  very  caring  about  if  he  was  hurting  me  or  not.  When  he  pulled  out, 
he  laid  next  to  me  kissing  my  body  and  my  mouth.  Telling  me  what  a 
good  kisser  I  was  and  my  boyfriend  must  love  me. 

He  tied  my  legs  back  together,  then  tied  my  legs  to  my  wrists  and 
said,  “I  like  my  little  girls  hog  tied.”  He  mentioned  when  hogtying  me 
that  he  likes  to  put  the  little  girls  that  he  takes  in  unique  positions.  He 
touched  me  like  that  for  a  minute  or  two  then  untied  me. 

He  had  me  get  down  on  the  edge  of  the  bed  so  I  could  “suck  his  dick 
again.”  He  told  me  I  could  stop  and  then  he  lay  next  to  me  kissing  me 
all  over. 

He  stopped  and  said  he  was  going  to  let  me  go.  He  told  me  that  I 
wasn’t  to  report  it  because  the  cops  won’t  do  anything.  He  helped  me  get 
dressed  and  we  left  the  motel.  We  went  to  his  car.  He  put  me  in  the  back 
seat  and  he  drove  back  to  Super  K-Mart.  There  was  a  cop  out  front  so  he 
drove  around  the  mall  parking  lot  till  the  cop  left.  He  dropped  me  off 
behind  the  Super  K.  He  uncuffed  (sic)  me  first  then  took  off  the  goggles. 
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He  told  me  not  to  turn  around  or  he’d  shoot.  He  jumped  in  his  car  and 
I  took  off  running.  I  got  in  my  car  and  went  straight  to  Hooters  and  told 
my  manager.  He  called  the  Holland  Police  and  I  called  my  mother.  My 
boyfriend  took  me  to  the  hospital.” 

Analysis 

The  complainant’s  report  confirmed  the  journal  entries.  However,  the 
victim’s  report  does  not  go  into  the  detail  that  the  offender  wrote  in  his 
journal.  The  victim’s  fear  for  her  life  is  documented  in  the  report.  The 
victim  stated  that  the  offender  said,  “I  had  to  do  what  he  said  or  he  would 
kill  me.”  The  victim  stated  that  throughout  the  ordeal  he  threatened  to  kill  me. 

The  modus  operandi  was  the  same,  and  once  again,  the  victim  was 
taken  from  a  parking  lot  after  the  subject  determined  her  door  was 
unlocked  and  he  was  sure  that  he  could  move  without  being  observed. 
In  fact,  he  had  to  avoid  another  customer  who  thought  he  was  suspicious. 
He  wrote,  “I  handcuffed  her  behind  her  back  and  forced  her  into  the 
back  seat.”  The  journal  entries  indicated  that  he  added  a  new  device  to 
his  rape  kit.  He  wrote,  “I  decided  to  try  the  stun  gun.  I  pushed  it  against 
her  neck  and  hit  the  trigger.  It  did  not  have  the  desired  effect.  I  really 
expected  it  to  incapacitate  her.  Instead  it  just  shocked  her  making  her 
cry.”  The  same  MO  continues.  “Tied  her  feet,  blindfolded  and  gagged 
her.”  This  time  he  adds  a  new  twist.  It  is  quite  apparent  that  this  offender 
has  progressed,  and  there  is  an  added  intensity  to  his  descriptions  and 
activities  with  his  victims.  He  wrote;  “Drove  her  car  back  near  mine  and 
made  a  flawless  transfer,  forcing  her  from  her  car  to  my  car’s  backseat, 
and  drove  off,  with  no  witnesses  to  her  abduction.” 

He  then  takes  his  bound  victim  to  a  motel.  He  interviews  her  and 
informs  her  that  she  is  going  to  be  raped.  He  writes,  “18-years  old!!!  She 
was  5'9",  had  huge  C-cup  breasts  and  a  fantastic  young  little  ass.”  Once 
again,  he  is  in  total  control  of  his  victim  as  he  directs  and  orders  her  to 
perform.  “I  asked  her  to  strip  nude  for  me.”  He  wrote,  “I  made  her  wiggle 
her  cute  little  ass  as  she  took  (her  panties)  off.”  He  wrote  that  he  enjoyed 
the  control  over  his  victims,  and  we  then  learn  that  he  has  improved  his 
rape  kit  with  additional  items.  He  added  a  stun  gun,  the  swimming 
goggles  with  duct  tape,  and  the  flavored  lotion. 

“It  was  fun  having  complete  control  over  an  18 -year  old  girl,  leading 
her  to  the  bathroom,  her  being  dependent  on  me  to  guide  her  every  step 
because  of  the  blindfold  ( which  was  my  swimming  goggles  covered  with 
duck  (sic)  tape.)” 

His  activities  with  the  previous  victims  are  repeated,  with  him  esca¬ 
lating  his  sexual  assaults  to  include  forced  fellatio  and  the  introduction 
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of  flavored  lotion.  “Licked  her  wet  body,  sucking  on  the  tits  and  licking 
and  kissing  her  wet  little  ass.” 

“I  put  her  at  the  end  of  the  bed  on  her  back  with  her  head  hanging 
over  the  edge  and  fucked  her  mouth  in  the  upside  down  position.  I  used 
some  strawberry  motion-lotion  to  try  to  make  the  taste  better  for  her.” 
He  then  added,  “It  was  a  great  feeling  knowing  that  my  dick  was  the 
first  dick  she  had  ever  tasted.  For  the  rest  of  her  life  she’ll  know  that  the 
first  dick  she  ever  sucked  belonged  to  me,  her  rapist!”  He  continued 
with  the  signature  activities.  “Took  her  to  bed  and  made  her  get  on  all 
fours  so  I  could  explore  her  pussy  and  asshole  from  behind.” 

He  reveals  a  further  fantasy  that  he  has  had,  and  because  he  has  this 
victim  totally  under  control,  he  wrote,  “I  examined  her  beautiful  pussy 
close  up.  I  had  never  before  had  a  chance  to  explore  a  woman’s  pussy  up 
close  and  on  my  terms,  so  it  was  fun.”  He  added  another  piece  to  his 
signature  by  trying  out  different  bondage  positions  with  his  victim.  He 
wrote,  “Put  her  on  her  tummy  and  tied  her  in  different  positions.  Crossed 
her  ankles  and  taped  them  tight  then  tied  her  feet  to  her  handcuffs.  Her 
sweet  little  body  looked  great  hog-tied  like  that.” 

In  the  opinion  of  the  author,  the  journal  entries  have  become  more 
detailed  than  the  previous  entries  he  made  with  his  other  victims.  He  is 
clearly  enjoying  the  event  and  reveals  the  fulfillment  of  his  fantasies  with 
the  victim,  as  he  vividly  described  what  he  did  and  how  it  felt. 

The  subject  went  into  much  more  detail  with  this  event  than  in  some 
of  the  prior  sexual  assaults.  The  journal  entries  compared  with  the  police 
report  are  dramatically  different.  Although  the  victim’s  statements 
described  the  actual  sexual  assault,  the  journal  entries  are  filled  with 
sexually  explicit  descriptions  of  the  event,  depicting  the  victim  as  a  willing 
participant,  who  in  the  mind  of  the  offender,  “must  have  enjoyed”  the 
assault.  The  journal  takes  on  the  characteristics  of  a  “Fantasy  Story.” 

4-8:  Made  an  entry  regarding  the  previous  rape,  indicating 
he  was  concerned  about  getting  caught.  He  wrote:  “Whatever 
happens,  it  was  worth  it.  To  have  a  sweet  young  18-year-old 
girl  (sic)  completely  in  my  power  was  worth  the  price.  The 
taste  of  that  young,  fresh  pussy,  the  sight  and  feel  of  that 
delicious  young  body  will  stay  with  me  a  long  time!  It  was 
worth  it!” 

He  continued  to  make  entries  in  his  journal  each  day.  There 
are  references  to  tennis  matches,  working  out,  and  comment¬ 
ing  about  wanting  to  fuck  some  female  acquaintances,  be¬ 
cause  they  look  “hot”  or  to  get  even  with  them.  There  are  a 
number  of  angry  references  such  as:  “  —  (name)  is  no  longer 
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a  friend.  She  is  a  potential  victim... I’m  going  to  fuck  her 
right  up  her  cute  little  ass.” 

5-4:  “Went  to  Brookpark  to  the  adult  bookstore.  Got  a  fan¬ 
tastic  bondage  mag  with  incredible  pictures  of  naked  wom¬ 
en  bound  hand  and  foot,  gagged  and  blindfolded.” 

In  the  opinion  of  the  author,  this  journal  entry  is  extremely  important 
in  the  analysis  of  the  cases.  The  offender  is  displaying  an  avid  interest  in 
sadistic  fantasy  and  bondage  materials,  which  he  subsequently  incorpo¬ 
rated  into  his  sexual  assaults  as  he  escalated  the  bondage  fantasy.  This 
element  is  consistent  with  the  criteria  of  sexual  sadism.  Sexual  sadism 
involves  acts  in  which  the  individual  derives  sexual  excitement  from  the 
psychological  or  physical  suffering,  which  includes  humiliation,  of  the 
victim.  Thomas  SR  certainly  engaged  in  psychological  suffering  as  he 
taped  and  bound  his  victims  and  threatened  them  with  death.  His  attacks 
involved  physical  and  sexual  abuse,  and  he  sexually  humiliated  them 
during  his  attacks. 

5-14:  Makes  mention  of  a  rape  victim  who  settled  for 
$250,000.  He  mentioned  her  by  name  and  wrote,  “I  didn’t 
think  she  reported  it.”  Good  for  her. 

He  continued  to  make  entries  in  his  journal  each  day.  Many 
of  the  entries  were  about  his  fantasies  and  what  he  would  like 
to  do  to  these  women  he  meets.  He  even  wrote  about  getting 
aroused  by  the  12-year-old  daughter  of  a  family  friend. 

9- 27:  “Went  hunting  at  7.  The  legal  sec  is  still  there  at 
night... She  left  at  eight  though.  Cruised  the  area  around 
Brookpark  and  Broadview.  Found  great  places  on  Brookpark 
to  take  a  van  to.  Dark  isolated  places.  Went  to  the  Super  K 
to  hunt,  seeing  as  how  my  last  visit  to  a  Super  K  in  Warren 
got  me  —  ( name  witheld).  And  sure  enough,  another  sweet 
little  teenage  bitch  left  her  car  unlocked.  She  was  young,  with 
big  tits  and  a  cute  little  face.  But  in  the  end,  I  turned  her 
down.  Too  much  risk,  too  little  gain. 

Went  to  the  24-hour  Revco  at  Snow  and  W.  150th.  Saw  a 
parade  of  beautiful  young  women,  and  every  one  of  them 
locked  their  car  doors  tight.  Got  home  at  1.” 

10- 19:  “Went  hunting.  All  the  way  to  Cuy.  Falls.  Could  not 
find  a  decent  hidden  place  to  take  the  vie  to  until  I  got  all 
the  way  up  to  422  and  306.  Had  a  couple  of  opportunities. 
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One  was  a  cute  little  teenager,  with  curly  blonde  hair,  who 
left  her  rear  right  door  unlocked.  I  decided  against  it.  There 
was  a  very  cute  late  30ish  woman  in  a  jeep.  I  would  have  had 
to  D-side  her. . .  ( Meaning  take  her  out  of  the  driver’s  side )  but 
it  was  in  an  open  place,  so  I  let  it  go.” 

12-2:  “Weight  190.5. .  .Traded  e-mail. .  .Took  —  ( name  with¬ 
held)  to  lunch.  Talked  with  —  ( name  withheld)  “Couldn’t 
take  my  eyes  off  her  huge  tits.  The  whole  time  I  had  fantasies 
about  raping  her  sweet  little  ass.” 

12-4:  “Watched  a  good  show  on  rape  and  how  a  woman  was 
abducted  and  raped  in  her  car  for  over  five  hours.” 


Analysis 

In  the  opinion  of  the  author,  the  following  entries  are  significant  in  the 
diagnosis  of  Thomas  SR  as  a  Psychopathic  Sexual  Sadist.  There  were  a 
series  of  entries  in  which  he  and  a  consenting  partner  had  engaged  in 
some  S&M  and  bondage  scenarios  that  were  remarkably  similar  to  the 
activities  he  engaged  in  during  his  actual  assaults,  and  clearly  represent 
the  offender’s  signature. 

1-10:  “I  ordered  her  into  the  bedroom,  stripped  her  nude, 
blindfolded  her  and  taped  her  hands  and  feet.  I  forced  her 
on  her  knees  and  made  her  suck  my  dick  and  I  even  fucked 
her  mouth.  She  looked  so  incredible,  nude  and  tied  help¬ 
lessly,  forced  to  suck  my  dick  like  that.  I  put  her  in  bed  and 
touched  and  licked  her  helpless  body  and  then  I  fucked  her.” 

1-11:  “I  ordered  her  to  strip  for  me  and  made  her  wiggle 
her  cute  little  ass  as  she  took  off  her  panties.  Handcuffed 
her,  forced  her  on  the  bed,  tied  her  handcuffed  wrists  to 
the  top  of  the  bed  frame,  blindfolded  and  gagged  her  then 
fucked  her.” 

1-12:  “I  handcuffed  her  behind  her  back,  blindfolded  and 
gagged  her,  tied  her  feet  and  knees,  hogged  (sic)  tied  her  a 
little,  tied  her  elbows  together  and  played  with  her.” 


Analysis 

He  then  wrote  an  interesting  entry:  “Got  home  at  11,  jacked  off  to  her 
helpless,  bound  and  gagged  image.”  In  the  opinion  of  the  author,  Thomas 
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SR  had  constructed  an  engram  of  his  playtime  bondage  activities,  which 
allowed  him  to  vividly  recall  both  that  event  as  well  as  his  crimes.  He  was 
able  to  fantasize  himself  to  orgasm.  More  importantly,  from  an  investi¬ 
gative  perspective,  we  see  the  offender  acting  out  his  fantasies  with  a 
consenting  partner.  In  cases  of  this  nature,  it  is  imperative  that  the  detec¬ 
tives  interview  the  significant  other  in  an  offender’s  life  to  gain  insight 
into  his  actual  crimes. 

1-14:  While  dropping  by  his  girlfriend’s  workplace,  he  takes 
note  of  how  the  back  area  is  so  isolated  and  small.  He  wrote, 

“Any  woman  coming  out  of  there  is  a  good  target.” 

1- 17:  Makes  reference  to  an  adult  bookstore  where  he  looked 
at  gags,  whips,  nipple  clamps,  etc.  He  bought  four  satin  cuffs 
and  a  satin  blindfold  and  a  cock  ring  to  make  him  stay  harder 
longer.  Later  that  day  he  and  his  girlfriend  act  out  another 
scenario. 

“Bound  and  blindfolded  her  using  the  new  “present”  I 
bought.  Gagged  her  tight  and  took  her  down  to  the  base¬ 
ment  kicking  and  protesting.  Tied  her  bent  over  to  the 
ceiling  pipe  and  spanked  her  hard  enough  to  make  her 
sweet  little  ass  red.  Pinched  her  nipples  hard  and  ordered 
her  to  obey  me.  Retied  her  on  her  tiptoes  with  her  hands 
stretched  to  the  ceiling  and  spanked  her  again.  Took  her 
back  upstairs  and  made  her  suck  my  dick.  Ate  her  out  for 
almost  an  hour  and  almost  made  her  cum.” 

2- 15:  Mentions  a  fight  he  had  with  his  girlfriend.  He  goes 
hunting.  “Almost  took  a  couple  of  girls  at  Walgreen’s  at  Pearl 
and  Ridge.  Passenger  door  unlocked  on  one  of  the  girls’  cars. 

But  I  was  fifteen  seconds  late  in  getting  to  her  car  and  she 
drove  off.” 

Sexual  Assault-Sodomy:  Journal  Entry 

2-21 :  His  girlfriend  had  not  returned  his  calls.  “Went  Hunt¬ 
ing.  Checked  out  the  salon  place.  (He  mentioned  this  in  the 
January  14  journal  entry.)  One  women  left,  the  other,  short 
woman  stayed  in  the  parking  lot.  I  ran  up  and  got  into  her 
car,  handcuffed  her,  gagged  and  blindfolded  her.  Started  to 
take  her  to  my  car  and  then  decided  to  fuck  her  in  the  salon 
since  I  got  her  keys.  Took  her  inside  and  forced  her  to  strip 
nude.  Her  name  was  Cindy  —  ( This  is  not  her  real  name.  But 
in  the  journal,  he  names  her  and  identifies  her  as  a  34-year- 
old  mother  of  two.) 
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“I  handcuffed  her  nude  and  played  with  her  huge  C-cup 
tits  with  huge  nipples.  Made  her  knell  (sic)  in  front  of  me 
and  suck  my  dick,  which  she  did  superbly.  I  also  held  her 
head  in  place  and  fucked  her  cute  little  mouth  for  awhile 
(sic).  Made  her  lick  and  kiss  and  then  French  kiss  me.  She 
was  very  cooperative  and  funny,  actually  laughing  at  her 
predicament.  Fingered  her  and  she  had  the  juiciest  pussy  I’ve 
ever  seen... she  was  practically  dripping  all  over  everything. 
Tied  her  in  different  positions  and  made  her  suck  some 
more.  Played  with  her  sweet  ass  and  tits,  sucking  them 
every  once  in  a  while,  the  huge  nipples  tasting  good  in  my 
mouth.  Even  her  little  asshole  was  cute.  Convinced  her  that 
telling  anybody  or  reporting  it  would  not  be  good  for  her 
health.  As  I  had  her  address  (sic). 

Took  $60  bucks  from  her  and  left  her  tied  in  a  position  where 
she  could  get  loose  in  a  few  minutes. .  .enough  for  me  to  get 
to  my  car  and  leave  the  scene.  Waited  around  nearby  to  see 
what  she  would  do,  expecting  the  cops  to  come  running  any 
minute.  They  did  not  and  she  left  15  minutes  later.  I  think 
I  am  in  the  clear  on  this  one.” 

This  case  occurred  in  Cleveland,  OH  and  was  assigned  to  De¬ 
tective  Robert  Matuszny  and  Detective  Michael  O’Malley.  The 
original  police  report  was  unavailable  for  review. 


Analysis 

The  subject,  who  had  developed  a  successful  MO,  had  become  even  more 
confident.  He  returned  to  an  area  that  he  had  previously  checked  out, 
stalking  and  approaching  his  victim  as  she  returned  to  her  car.  He  wrote; 

“I  ran  up  and  got  into  her  car,  handcuffed  her,  gagged  and  blindfolded 
her.  Started  to  take  her  to  my  car  and  then  decided  to  fuck  her  in  the 
salon  since  I  got  her  keys.”  The  offender’s  signature  activities  as  well  as 
his  fantasies  are  played  out  with  this  victim.  He  wrote,  “Took  her  inside 
and  forced  her  to  strip  nude.  I  handcuffed  her  nude  and  played  with 
her  huge  C-cup  tits  with  huge  nipples.  Made  her  kneel  in  front  of  me 
and  suck  my  dick.  Tied  her  in  different  positions  and  made  her  suck 
some  more.  Played  with  her  sweet  ass  and  tits,  sucking  them  every  once 
in  a  while...”  The  bondage  scenario  began  to  become  an  integral  part  of 
the  fantasy. 

In  his  entry,  he  fantasized  that  the  victim  enjoyed  the  attack.  (“Fin¬ 
gered  her  and  she  had  the  juiciest  pussy  I’ve  ever  seen... she  was  prac- 
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tically  dripping  all  over  everything”)  He  also  assumed  that  she  did  not 
report  it  to  the  police.  He  based  this  on  the  fact  that  he  had  staked  out 
the  area,  and  the  police  did  not  respond. 

3- 15 :  He  wrote  in  his  journal  how  he  was  thinking  of  raping 
and  torturing  a  Chinese  girl  who  worked  at  a  restaurant.  He 
stated,  “Sweet  little  Chinese  bitch!  If  I  take  her,  I’ll  obviously 
have  to  snuff  her.  Can  I  do  that?  We  may  find  out  soon, 
kiddies.” 

In  an  obvious  tone  of  escalation,  his  fantasies  include  killing  to 
avoid  detection. 

4- 5:  “We  went  to  —  (names)  diner  for  breakfast.  The  waitress 
Sue  ( this  is  not  her  real  name),  was  a  nasty  little  bitch,  thin, 
little  tits,  cute  face  and  a  great  ass.  I  immediately  planned 
to  abduct  her  and  rape  the  shit  out  of  her.” 

4-9:  “Went  out  to  Avon  to  check  out  hunt  sites.” 

4-11:  “Went  to  Lorain  to  hunt.  Cataloged  some  girls  who 
work  in  some  female  stores.  I’ll  take  a  closer  look  next  week.” 

4-25:  “Went  hunting.  Cataloged  the  waitresses.  The  owner’s 
wife  is  fucking  beautiful  and  I  want  her.  Another  pretty 
waitress  drives  a  Buick  4-door  and  is  easily  takable  (sic).” 

4- 30:  “Spent  the  rest  of  the  night  online,  downloading  bond¬ 
age  pictures.” 

5- 2:  His  last  entry,  “Went  hunting. . .,”  was  at  6:30  on  May  2. 

That  was  the  evening  he  committed  suicide  after  fleeing 
from  the  police  on  an  attempted  abduction. 


Investigative  Analysis  and  Opinion 

In  the  opinion  of  the  author,  Thomas  SR  would  best  be  described  as  a 
psychopathic  sexual  sadist.  He  certainly  was  not  concerned  about  the 
moral  implications  of  his  behavior.  He  felt  no  guilt  or  remorse  about 
his  actions.  In  fact,  he  justified  his  sexual  assaults  because  the  women 
were  “stupid”  to  leave  the  cars  unlocked.  After  sexually  assaulting  and 
degrading  his  victims,  he  would  warn  them  about  the  dangers  of  leaving 
cars  unlocked.  He  also  wrote  how  what  he  was  doing  to  his  victims  was 
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fun,  and  it  felt  good.  “She  kept  gagging  because  of  the  salty  taste  of  my 
dick.  But  I  kept  fucking  her  sweet  little  mouth  because  it  felt  and 
looked  so  good.” 

His  behavior  and  conduct  with  his  victims,  as  well  as  the  control  he 
displayed  over  his  victims,  including  the  forced  oral  sex  acts,  are  key 
components  of  his  signature. 

His  modus  operandi  was  to  stalk  and  then  approach  the  victims  as 
they  entered  their  cars.  This  enabled  him  to  quickly  gain  control.  He 
became  more  adept  in  his  MO  as  he  gained  experience  with  each  event. 
The  rape  kit  that  he  utilized  became  more  sophisticated  as  he  progressed, 
and  he  began  to  experiment  with  his  victims,  using  a  stun  gun,  tying 
them  up  in  different  positions,  making  them  perform  as  they  were  forced 
to  remove  their  clothes,  and  examining  their  genitalia.  He  demanded 
submissiveness  from  his  victims,  and  he  used  restraints,  blindfolds,  gags, 
and  handcuffs.  He  clearly  derived  sexual  excitement  from  the  infliction 
of  psychological  suffering,  including  humiliation  of  his  victims,  whom  he 
simply  regarded  as  objects  for  his  own  sexual  gratification.  The  following 
statements  in  his  own  words  from  the  journal  indicate  his  psychopathic 
sexual  sadism: 

“She  looked  so  good  there,  helpless,  bound  hand  and  foot, 
gagged  and  blindfolded.” 

“Untapped  (sic)  her  hands  and  made  her  take  off  the  rest 
of  her  clothes.  I  ordered  her  to  do  it  sexy  and  she  did, 
striking  a  pose  when  she  took  off  her  bra.” 

“Women  are  so  incredible  when  they  are  helpless!” 

“She  sucked  me  and  I  played  with  her  for  an  hour  or  so.” 

“Made  her  stand  outside  the  van  so  I  could  run  my  hands 
up  and  down  her  body.” 

“Made  her  suck  my  dick  for  a  while  and  made  her  get  up 
on  all  fours  so  I  could  fuck  her  from  behind.” 

“I  asked  here  to  strip  nude  for  me” 

“I  made  her  wiggle  her  cute  little  ass  as  she  took  them 
(panties)  off.” 
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“It  was  fun  having  complete  control  over  an  18-year-old 
girl,  leading  her  to  the  bathroom,  her  being  dependent 
on  me  to  guide  her  every  step  because  of  the  blindfold.” 

“Made  her  get  on  her  knees  and  suck  my  wet  dick.” 

“It  was  a  great  feeling  knowing  that  my  dick  was  the  first 
dick  she  had  ever  tasted.  For  the  rest  of  her  life  she’ll 
know  that  the  first  dick  she  ever  sucked  belonged  to  me, 
her  rapist!” 

“I  stood  there  looking  down  at  her.  She  looked  so  good 
nude,  on  her  knees,  her  hands  bound  behind  her  back, 
with  my  dick  in  her  mouth.” 

“Took  her  to  bed  and  made  her  get  on  all  fours  so  I  could 
explore  her  pussy  and  asshole  from  behind.” 

“Took  her  inside  and  forced  her  to  strip  nude.” 

“I  handcuffed  her  nude  and  played  with  her  huge  C-cup 
tits  with  huge  nipples.  Made  her  kneel  in  front  of  me  and 
suck  my  dick,  which  she  did  superbly.” 

Thomas  SR  was  a  classic  organized  offender.  He  planned  his  attacks 
and  stalked  his  victims.  He  researched  his  craft.  He  personalized  his 
victims  with  controlled  conversation.  He  revisited  locations  where  he  had 
been  successful  in  the  past.  His  victims  were  strangers.  He  controlled  them 
through  threats  and  force.  He  demanded  a  submissive  victim.  He  main¬ 
tained  and  utilized  an  effective  rape  kit.  He  transported  his  victims  to 
comfort  zones  where  he  could  act  out  his  fantasies  with  them.  Thomas 
SR  had  an  above-average  intelligence.  He  certainly  was  socially  competent. 
He  preferred  skilled  work.  He  was  computer  programmer.  He  was  sexually 
competent  and  dated  a  number  of  young  women.  He  maintained  a  con¬ 
trolled  mood  during  the  crime.  The  precipitating  situational  stress  seem¬ 
ingly  was  related  to  his  failed  relationships.  Every  time  he  experienced 
upset  in  his  social  life,  he  would  go  “hunting.” 

Thomas  SR  fit  well  into  society.  He  was  contemporary  in  style.  He 
worked  out,  played  tennis,  and  had  an  active  social  life.  He  seemingly  was 
an  outgoing  person  and  the  type  with  whom  you  might  want  to  be  friends. 
However,  as  evidenced  in  his  numerous  failed  relationships,  it  was  quite 
apparent  that  he  was  a  shallow  self-centered  individual.  In  his  journal,  he 
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constantly  refers  to  his  weight  and  how  he  looks  and  talks  about  buying 
new  clothes.  In  many  of  his  entries,  the  first  reference  is  to  his  weight  of 
the  day. 

He  was  a  good  communicator  and  was  able  to  manipulate  people  into 
doing  things.  But,  he  was  irresponsible  and  only  cared  about  himself.  He 
fancied  himself  a  “ladies”  man  and  was  always  bragging  about  his  sexual 
conquests.  He  had  multiple  sex  partners,  one  of  whom  he  used  to  act  out 
his  sexually  sadistic  fantasies. 

In  many  of  his  journal  entries,  he  made  reference  to  his  women 
coworkers.  In  his  mind,  he  believed  that  they  wanted  him  sexually.  He 
fantasized  about  making  love  to  them.  However,  if  they  turned  him  down, 
he  wrote  about  “visiting”  them,  meaning  attacking  them.  He  used  the 
words  “visit”  and  “introduce  himself”  as  code  words  for  attacking  and 
assaulting.  He  frequented  a  number  of  bars  and  lounges  where  there  were 
a  number  of  women. 

He  was  methodical  and  cunning.  He  planned  his  assaults,  stalked  his 
victims,  and  did  surveillance.  If  he  did  not  think  the  opportunity  was 
worthwhile,  he  retreated.  He  was  adept  at  avoiding  detection  and  did  not 
take  any  chances.  He  was  careful  not  to  leave  any  evidence,  and  he  fol¬ 
lowed  the  crimes  in  the  news  media.  His  journal  entries  indicated  that 
he  was  obsessive  and  compulsive  in  nature.  They  also  pointed  out  that 
his  every  waking  minute  was  devoted  to  his  sexual  fantasies.  He  was  always 
on  the  prowl,  24/7. 

He  traveled  frequently,  putting  many  miles  on  his  car  as  he  drove 
throughout  the  Cleveland  suburbs,  selecting  new  sites  and  locations  for 
his  “hunts.”  The  spontaneous  trip  to  Niagara  Falls  is  an  example  of  this 
dynamic.  Most  of  his  crimes  were  well  out  of  his  area  of  residence. 

He  was  known  to  have  a  violent  temper  and  had  lost  jobs  because  of 
his  outbreaks.  There  were  a  number  of  journal  entries  that  went  into 
detail  about  his  relationships  with  coworkers  and  how  they  would  avoid 
him  if  he  were  in  a  bad  mood.  When  insulted  or  threatened,  he  responded 
with  anger  and  violence.  He  would  hold  a  grudge.  Throughout  the  jour¬ 
nal,  he  made  comments  about  “visiting  that  bitch,”  meaning  raping  and 
assaulting  her  in  a  violent  way. 

He  also  wrote  how  he  would  have  to  “kill  the  bitch”  so  he  would  not 
be  identified.  In  one  entry,  he  made  reference  to  a  boyfriend  of  a  coworker 
he  desired.  Thomas  SR  wrote,  “He  is  6'2"  but  there  is  no  way  he  can 
match  my  viciousness.  No  way  he  can  equal  my  violence.” 

Thomas  SR  could  never  accept  criticism.  It  was  always  somebody  else’s 
fault  at  work,  and  he  would  brood  if  reprimanded.  If  the  reprimand  came 
from  a  female,  he  would  fantasize  about  raping  and  sodomizing  her.  “I 
think  I’ll  fuck  the  shit  out  of  her.” 
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When  he  was  caught  the  first  time  after  abducting  two  women,  he 
stated  he  was  sorry  and  could  not  understand  what  came  over  him.  He 
was  sentenced  to  4  to  15  years.  However,  the  sentence  was  reduced,  and 
he  received  a  6-month  term.  As  a  result  of  this  experience,  he  improved 
his  MO,  taking  precautions  not  to  get  caught  again.  Although  he  did  not 
kill  his  victims,  the  potential  for  murder  was  quite  evident  in  his  writings 
and  in  his  attitude  toward  women  in  general.  He  even  wrote  in  his  journal, 
“If  I  take  her,  I’ll  obviously  have  to  snuff  her.  Can  I  do  that?  We  may 
find  out  soon,  kiddies.” 

There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  Thomas  SR  was  a  potential  killer. 
If  he  found  himself  in  a  circumstance  where  he  chose  a  victim  who  knew 
him  or  could  identify  him,  he  would  kill  to  prevent  this  identification  and 
continue  with  his  sexual  predation,  which  according  to  the  journal  entries, 
dominated  his  entire  existence.  Thomas  was  a  24/7  sexual  predator  and 
a  psychopathic  sexual  sadist. 

ft  is  quite  apparent  to  a  trained  criminal  investigator  that  if  all  of 
these  offenses  had  been  committed  in  one  jurisdiction,  the  police  would 
have  immediately  recognized  the  rape  pattern  based  upon  the  MO  and 
the  signature  of  this  offender.  He  cleverly  chose  jurisdictions  that 
extended  over  an  85-mile  radius,  with  different  time  breaks  between  his 
attacks,  thereby  avoiding  detection.  Detective  Ray  Adornetto  and  Detec¬ 
tive  Lieutenant  Dale  Brady  were  convinced  that  their  two  cases  were 
related  and  began  to  evaluate  sexual  assaults  in  neighboring  jurisdictions. 
Eventually,  the  other  cases  would  have  been  recognized  as  part  of  a 
distinctive  rape  pattern  committed  by  an  offender  who  was  operating  in 
various  jurisdictions. 

This  case  certainly  showed  the  importance  of  communication 
between  and  among  law  enforcement  agencies.  In  my  opinion,  as  an 
expert  in  homicide  investigations,  the  most  viable  alternative  to  VICAP 
is  a  series  of  statewide  or  regional  systems  that  compile  all  serious  crimes, 
such  as  rape,  murder,  and  gang-related  crime,  into  integrated  databases 
that  provide  ready  access  to  local  law  enforcement. 
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Introduction 


Sex-related  deaths  due  to  solo  sex-related  activities  involving  asphyxia  are 
generally  known  as  autoerotic  fatalities.  These  manners  of  death  are  not 
prevalent.  Nonetheless,  police  and  medical  examiners  as  well  as  coroners 
in  various  jurisdictions  have  recorded  a  sufficient  number  of  cases  to  make 
this  phenomenon  a  concern  in  the  accurate  determination  of  manner  of 
death.  Therefore,  the  homicide  investigator  should  be  aware  of  them.  The 
mechanism  of  death  may  be  asphyxia  or  some  other  physiological 
derangement  caused  by  strangulation  or  suffocation.  The  manner  of 
death,  based  on  first  observation,  may  be  classified  as  suicide  or  homicide, 
when  in  fact,  it  is  actually  an  accident  that  occurred  during  a  dangerous 
autoerotic  act. 

Most  of  the  literature  on  the  subject  of  autoeroticism  analyzes  the 
involvement  of  teenage  boys  and  older  men,  who,  through  certain  ritu¬ 
alistic  activities,  obtain  some  sort  of  sexual  gratification. 

Male  victims  have  been  discovered  nude,  attired  in  female  clothing, 
or  wearing  a  piece  of  female  lingerie,  or  in  normal  attire.  It  should  be 
noted  that  there  are  documented  cases  of  female  participants,  who  have 
been  discovered  nude,  seminude,  or  in  bondage,  as  well  as  in  normal  attire. 

The  investigator  confronted  with  a  female  victim  found  under  these 
circumstances  is  cautioned  to  assess  carefully  all  of  the  information  avail¬ 
able  before  jumping  to  any  conclusions.  In  some  cases,  there  is  evidence 
of  self-abuse  and  other  masochistic  activities.  Contraptions  or  ligatures 
with  padding  to  prevent  visible  marks  of  this  activity  are  often  used  to 
cause  hypoxia. 
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Hypoxia  is  defined  as  “an  inadequate  reduced  tension  of  cellular  oxy¬ 
gen  characterized  by  cyanosis,  tachycardia,  hypertension,  peripheral  vas¬ 
oconstriction,  dizziness  or  mental  confusion”  ( Mosby’s  Medical  &  Nursing 
Dictionary,  1986,  p.  562). 

H.L.R  Resnick,  an  author  and  researcher  in  this  field,  stated,  “A  disrup¬ 
tion  of  the  arterial  blood  supply  resulting  in  a  diminished  oxygenation  of 
the  brain... will  heighten  sensations  through  diminished  ego  controls  that 
will  be  subjectively  perceived  as  giddiness,  light-headedness,  and  exhilara¬ 
tion.  This  reinforces  masturbatory  sensations”  (Resnick,  1972,  p.  10). 

A  combination  of  ritualistic  behavior,  oxygen  deprivation,  danger, 
and  fantasy  appears  to  bring  about  sexual  gratification  for  these  people. 
According  to  Robert  R.  Hazelwood,  a  retired  Supervisory  Special  Agent, 
“Death  during  such  activity  may  result  from:  ( 1 )  a  failure  with  the  phys¬ 
iological  mechanism;  (2)  a  failure  in  the  self-rescue  device;  (3)  a  failure 
on  the  part  of  the  victim’s  judgment  and  ability  to  control  a  self-endan¬ 
gering  fantasy  scenario”  (Hazelwood,  Burgess,  and  Groth,  pp.  129-133). 

Hazelwood  cites  the  results  of  some  150  cases  that  were  the  basis  for 
an  in-depth  study  and  subsequent  textbook,  Autoerotic  Fatalities  (Hazel¬ 
wood,  Dietz,  and  Burgess,  1983)  by  Retired  Supervisory  Special  Agent  R. 
Hazelwood,  Park  Elliot  Dietz,  M.D.,  M.P.H.,  Professor  of  Law,  Behavioral 
Medicine  and  Psychiatry  at  the  University  of  Virginia,  and  Ann  Wolbert 
Burgess,  R.N.,  D.N.Sc.,  Associate  Director  of  Nursing  Research,  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Health  and  Hospitals,  Boston,  MA.  In  my  opinion,  their  text  was 
one  of  the  most  thorough  and  comprehensive  studies  to  date  on  the 
subject  of  autoerotic  fatalities. 

According  to  their  text,  approximately  500  to  1000  people  die  from 
autoerotic  asphyxiation  each  year  in  the  United  States.  Many  times,  this 
type  of  case  has  either  been  misclassified  or  gone  unrecognized  due  to 
lack  of  knowledge,  misinformation,  or  misguided  efforts  on  the  part  of 
the  surviving  family  to  “cover  up”  what  is  perceived  to  be  an  embarrass¬ 
ing  situation. 

I  have  personally  investigated  and  assessed  over  200  of  these  investi¬ 
gations.  Oftentimes  during  a  class  presentation  on  the  subject  of  auto¬ 
erotic  deaths,  one  of  the  participants  will  remark  how  his  department  had 
a  case  like  the  ones  being  presented  and  that  the  death  had  been  classified 
as  a  suicide  or  homicide.  In  most  instances,  I  have  been  afforded  an 
opportunity  to  view  the  crime  scene  photographs  and  case  reports. 

I  also  have  a  number  of  videotapes  that  graphically  portray  the  dan¬ 
gers  of  autoerotic  hangings  and  how  quickly  hypoxia  affects  the  victim’s 
ability  to  control  the  onset  of  fatal  cerebral  anoxia.  Cerebral  anoxia  is 
defined  as  “a  condition  in  which  oxygen  is  deficient  in  brain  tissues  caused 
by  a  circulatory  failure.  It  can  exist  for  no  more  than  4  to  6  minutes  before 
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the  onset  of  irreversible  brain  damage”  ( Mosby’s  Medical  &  Nursing  Dic¬ 
tionary,  1986,  p.  212).  Therefore,  the  person  who  practices  this  sort  of 
activity  is  certainly  at  high  risk  for  sudden  death. 

I  became  involved  in  one  particular  case  after  reading  a  New  York 
Daily  News  article  that  described  the  suicidal  death  of  a  17-year-old  male. 
Based  upon  my  professional  experience  in  the  investigation  of  this  type 
of  death,  I  immediately  recognized  the  possibility  of  an  accidental  auto¬ 
erotic  fatality.  The  following  day,  I  called  the  Detective  Commander  of 
the  local  jurisdiction  with  whom  I  had  grown  up  and  who  I  felt  would 
be  open  to  my  speculations.  He  filled  me  in  on  the  details  of  his  investi¬ 
gation,  which  further  assured  me  that  this  alleged  suicide  was  in  fact  a 
tragic  accident.  In  this  incident,  the  crime  scene  had  been  changed.  The 
brother  of  the  deceased  had  discovered  the  body,  removed  the  ligature 
from  his  brother’s  neck,  and  out  of  embarrassment  redressed  him.  I 
learned  that  the  detective  supervisor  had  never  heard  of  autoerotic  fatal¬ 
ities.  After  I  provided  him  with  the  necessary  information,  the  case  was 
properly  reclassified.  More  importantly,  the  surviving  family  members 
were  made  aware  of  the  actual  circumstances  of  their  son’s  death.  The 
family,  who  had  been  blaming  themselves,  could  not  understand  why  he 
would  commit  suicide.  We  enlisted  the  services  of  a  family  priest  to  assist 
in  explaining  what  had  happened  to  their  son.  Although  at  first  they  were 
astonished  and  embarrassed  (a  typical  response  in  this  type  of  case),  they 
were  greatly  relieved  to  learn  that  their  son  had  not  taken  his  own  life 
due  to  some  unknown  personal  or  family  problem  but  had  died  acciden¬ 
tally.  In  fact,  this  family  actually  wanted  to  go  public  to  warn  other  parents 
of  this  phenomenon.  I  counseled  them  against  going  public,  but  advised 
them  that  they  could  work  anonymously  to  accomplish  the  same  objective 
without  exposing  their  family  to  any  further  trauma. 

Periodically,  a  story  will  appear  in  the  local  newspaper  that  focuses 
on  one  or  more  deaths  believed  to  be  teenage  suicides.  I  remember  one 
particular  story  in  my  area  that  made  reference  to  a  “Teenage  Suicide 
Epidemic.”  The  series  of  stories  that  followed  these  initial  events  was 
directed  toward  warning  the  public  about  this  devastating  public  health 
problem.  There  was  a  call  for  a  renewed  effort  in  bringing  suicide  pre¬ 
vention  programs  into  the  schools,  as  public  health  officials  sought  a 
solution  for  what  was  perceived  to  be  the  contagious  effect  of  suicide 
among  teenagers.  Parents,  teachers,  and  public  health  officials  were  mobi¬ 
lized  in  an  effort  to  identify  a  motive  for  these  unexplained  deaths.  Iron¬ 
ically,  it  was  discovered  that  half  of  the  reported  suicides  were  actually 
autoerotic  fatalities.  However,  the  focus  of  attention  on  this  issue, 
although  initially  misinterpreted,  was  instrumental  in  identifying  other 
potential  problems  and  issues  of  concern  regarding  suicide. 
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Some  syndicated  publications  have  reported  on  the  phenomena  of 
autoerotic  fatality  quite  accurately.  Stories  with  headlines  such  as  “Answers 
sought  in  Unusual  Deaths,”  or  “Six  Deaths  in  Past  Year  Stir  Warning,”  and 
“Medical  Examiner  Concerned  about  Bizarre  Fatal  Accidents”  actually 
provide  genuine  insight  into  these  types  of  death.  Of  course,  there  is  always 
the  possibility  that  publicity  about  this  phenomenon  may  actually  increase 
incidents.  I  believe,  however,  that  persons  predisposed  to  this  type  of 
behavior  will  be  neither  encouraged  nor  discouraged  by  the  presentation 
of  information  on  sexual  asphyxia.  Instead,  I  believe  that  certain  details 
need  to  be  made  public  for  the  purposes  of  alerting  people  to  the  dangers 
of  this  potentially  lethal  practice.  As  a  result,  I  agreed  to  an  interview  with 
the  Associated  Press  entitled,  “Autoerotic  Deaths  —  Shocking  Practice 
Often  Mistaken  for  Teen  Suicide”  (Raeburn,  1984). 

Parents,  who  have  the  responsibility  of  raising  their  children,  as  well 
as  educators  and  others  responsible  for  the  public  welfare  of  society,  have 
a  right  to  information  and  need  to  be  educated  about  this  phenomenon. 
I  have  investigated  and  consulted  on  a  number  of  autoerotic  deaths  involv¬ 
ing  teenage  boys.  Teenagers,  who  are  going  through  a  period  of  sexual 
experimentation,  are  extremely  vulnerable  to  peer  suggestions.  Teenagers 
have  traditionally  developed  their  own  lifestyles,  which  involve  different 
pleasures,  amusements,  and  pastimes  than  those  of  their  parents.  They 
have  their  own  slang,  music,  expressions,  dancing,  TV  programs,  movies, 
etc.  Often,  parents  are  not  even  aware  of  their  children’s  socialization  into 
the  teen  culture.  They  are  certainly  not  privy  to  their  children’s  secret 
conversations,  social  groups,  or  risk-taking  ventures,  which  explains  their 
total  shock,  horror,  and  disbelief  when  advised  of  this  phenomenon. 

I  supervised  one  investigation  where  a  16-year-old  boy’s  mother 
showed  him  an  article  about  autoerotic  deaths  in  a  newspaper  so  that  he 
would  be  aware  of  the  dangers.  He  offhandedly  remarked  to  his  mother, 
“Those  kids  are  stupid.  They  don’t  know  what  they’re  doing.” 

His  mother  missed  the  significance  of  the  remark.  Her  son  was 
engaged  in  such  activities  himself,  and  he  was  found  dead  2  weeks  later, 
the  victim  of  an  autoerotic  fatality. 

In  most  of  the  cases  in  which  I  was  involved,  the  teenage  victim  was 
made  aware  of  the  practice  through  word  of  mouth.  There  have  been 
cases,  especially  those  involving  adult  practitioners,  where  the  victim  had 
learned  of  this  activity  through  pornographic  magazines,  X-rated  movies, 
underground  publications,  the  media,  and  even  novels. 

Preliminary  Investigation  at  the  Scene 

Every  autoerotic  fatality  is  unique,  because  the  circumstances  surround¬ 
ing  this  activity  are  based  upon  the  person’s  fantasy  and  perception  of 
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what  is  considered  sexually  stimulating.  The  death  scene  will  vary  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  victim’s  age,  resources,  and  sexual  interests.  However,  there  are 
some  common  denominators  to  suggest  that  the  death  may  be  accidental. 

There  are  five  criteria  for  determining  death  during  dangerous  auto¬ 
erotic  practices  (Hazelwood,  Burgess,  and  Groth,  1981): 

1 .  Evidence  of  a  physiological  mechanism  for  obtaining  or  enhancing 
sexual  arousal  that  provides  a  self-rescue  mechanism  or  allows  the 
victim  to  voluntarily  discontinue  its  effect 

2.  Evidence  of  solo  sexual  activity 

3.  Evidence  of  sexual  fantasy  aids 

4.  Evidence  of  prior  dangerous  autoerotic  practice 

5.  No  apparent  suicidal  intent 

The  most  common  method  practiced  during  this  type  of  activity  is 
neck  compression  or  hanging,  with  some  sort  of  padding  between  the 
neck  and  the  ligature  to  prevent  any  markings  left  by  the  tightening  noose 
or  rope.  However,  more  elaborate  and  exotic  methods,  such  as  chest 
compression,  airway  obstruction,  and  oxygen  exclusion  with  gas  or  chem¬ 
ical  replacement  have  been  found. 


Atypical  Autoerotic  Deaths 

ft  should  be  noted  that  all  autoerotic  deaths  are  not  attributed  to  sexual 
asphyxia.  Some  of  the  participants  in  autoerotic  practice  have  devised 
some  interesting  and  unique  devices,  which  may  or  may  not  involve 
asphyxia.  The  author  is  aware  of  one  particular  case  where  the  victim 
constructed  a  long  ceramic  cone  in  the  base  of  his  “play  toilet,”  which 
extended  above  the  rim  of  the  toilet  seat.  Over  the  toilet,  the  subject 
constructed  a  pulley  system.  He  affixed  a  wooden  seat  with  a  hole  in  the 
bottom  that  fit  over  the  ceramic  cone,  which  was  lubricated  with  Vaseline. 
He  pulled  himself  up  and  down  with  the  ropes  on  the  pulleys.  As  the 
subject  would  lower  himself  down  over  the  toilet  seat,  the  ceramic  cone 
would  go  into  his  anal  cavity.  The  subject  apparently  did  not  keep  up 
with  his  maintenance  on  his  system,  and  one  day,  one  of  the  ropes,  which 
had  worn,  broke.  The  subject  was  impaled  on  this  device  when  discovered. 
In  a  number  of  other  cases  that  the  author  is  aware  of,  subjects  have 
resorted  to  mechanical  equipment  to  stimulate  themselves  or  have 
employed  electricity  with  some  devastating  results. 

One  such  case  involved  a  16-year-old  male,  who  was  found  with  a 
cow’s  heart  attached  to  his  genitals.  Wires  had  been  attached  and  plugged 
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into  a  wall  socket.  The  boy  died  from  electrocution,  and  he  was  charred. 
Detectives  found  several  pornographic  magazines  in  the  scene.  One  of 
the  magazines  described  a  sexual  toy  that  could  be  made  from  the  fresh 
heart  of  a  cow.  Practitioners  use  a  simple  electrical  circuit  and  some 
batteries  to  get  the  heart  to  beat  and  use  the  beating  organ  for  sexual 
stimulation. 

In  another  autoerotic  death,  the  subject  used  a  commercial  vacuum 
on  his  penis  to  simulate  fellatio  and  died  a  horrible  death.  Another  subject 
hooked  up  electricity  to  shock  his  genitals  and  inadvertently  stood  in  a 
puddle  of  water,  resulting  in  electrocution.  In  another  bizarre  case,  a  man, 
who  was  discovered  nude,  had  strapped  himself  into  a  harness  and  low¬ 
ered  himself  into  a  septic  tank.  He  died  from  inhaling  the  methane  gases. 
This  case  was  classified  an  autoerotic  fatality  based  on  his  prior  history 
and  an  examination  of  the  crime  scene. 


Asphyxial  Deaths  —  The  Pathology  of  Autoerotic  Death 

Asphyxiation  is  the  end  stage  of  significant  interference  with  the  exchange 
of  oxygen  and  carbon  dioxide.  According  to  Dominick  J.  DiMaio  and 
Vincent  J.  DiMaio,  both  nationally  renowned  forensic  pathologists, 
“Asphyxial  deaths  are  caused  by  the  failure  of  the  cells  to  receive  and/or 
utilize  oxygen.  This  deprivation  of  oxygen  may  be  partial  (hypoxia)  or 
total  (anoxia)”  (DiMaio  and  DiMaio,  2001).  Fatal  cerebral  anoxia  is  an 
inadequate  oxygen  supply  to  the  brain  with  consequent  disturbance  of 
bodily  functions.  The  person  loses  muscle  control  and  goes  into  spasm, 
resulting  in  convulsions,  which  are  sudden  violent  involuntary  contrac¬ 
tions  of  a  group  of  muscles.  The  person  experiences  seizure-like  activity. 

Asphyxial  deaths  can  be  grouped  into  three  categories:  suffocation, 
strangulation,  and  chemical  asphyxia.  The  most  common  form  of  asphyx¬ 
ial  death  in  autoerotic  fatalities  is  strangulation,  which  is  characterized 
by  the  closure  of  the  blood  vessels  and  air  passages  of  the  neck  from 
hanging  or  ligature.  This  results  in  vasoconstriction,  which  causes  tachy¬ 
cardia,  during  which  the  heart  beats  more  than  100  beats  a  minute  to 
increase  the  oxygen  to  the  cells  of  the  body.  Bradycardia  develops  because 
the  heart  muscle  becomes  anoxic  and  cannot  maintain  the  pace.  The 
person  succumbs  to  fatal  cerebral  anoxia. 

The  suspension  of  the  body  may  be  complete  or  incomplete.  In  sexual 
asphyxia  cases,  the  body  is  usually  in  touch  with  the  ground.  There  may 
be  elaborate  bindings  of  the  body  and  hands  of  the  victim.  However,  an 
analysis  of  these  bindings  will  reveal  that  the  victim  was  capable  of  binding 
himself  or  herself. 
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Suffocation  is  the  second  most  frequently  occurring  form  of  auto¬ 
erotic  death,  which  may  result  from  covering  the  mouth  and  nose  with 
a  plastic  bag  or  mask,  or  in  what  is  described  as  proximal  or  positional 
asphyxia,  such  as  in  chest  compression. 

Chemical  asphyxia  takes  place  when  oxygen  is  excluded  by  inhaling 
noxious  gases.  The  most  common  chemical  asphyxial  deaths  involving 
autoerotic  activities  are  with  nitrous  oxide. 

The  practitioners  of  this  activity  are  often  aware  of  the  possibility  of 
death  and  may  even  have  taken  precautions  against  a  fatal  act,  but  they 
die  as  a  result  of  a  miscalculation.  It  would  appear  that  the  victim,  who 
may  be  intent  upon  achieving  an  orgasm,  misjudges  the  existent  hypoxia 
and  the  time  required  to  reach  orgasm  by  masturbation.  The  victim  loses 
consciousness  and  succumbs  to  the  fatal  cerebral  anoxia. 

The  Reality  of  Asphyxial  Death  —  Videotaped  Cases 

I  include  the  description  of  four  videotape  cases  in  this  chapter  to  indicate 
to  the  reader  how  suddenly  one  can  lose  his  or  her  ability  to  survive  such 
a  dangerous  game  as  sexual  asphyxia.  My  review  of  these  particular  vid¬ 
eotapes  validated  all  of  my  research  into  the  dynamics  of  sexual  asphyxia 
and  the  reality  of  fatal  cerebral  anoxia. 


Equivocal  Death  Investigations 

As  stated  in  Practical  Homicide  Investigation  (Geberth,  1996): 

Equivocal  death  investigations  are  those  inquiries  that 
are  open  to  interpretation.  There  may  he  two  or  more 
meanings  and  the  case  may  present  as  either  a  homicide 
or  a  suicide  depending  upon  the  circumstances.  The  facts 
are  purposefully  vague  or  misleading  as  in  the  case  of  a 
“staged  crime  scene.”  Or,  the  death  is  suspicious  or  ques¬ 
tionable  based  upon  what  is  presented  to  the  authorities. 
The  deaths  may  resemble  homicides  or  suicides,  accidents 
or  naturals.  They  are  open  to  interpretation  pending  fur¬ 
ther  information  of  the  facts,  the  victimology  and  the 
circumstances  of  the  event,  (p.  20) 

Case  History  #1 

The  case  is  a  classic  situation  in  which  the  police  are  called 
to  a  scene  to  investigate  what  seemingly  is  a  suicide  involving 
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a  young  man  found  hanging  by  the  neck.  Ironically,  the  case 
would  have  been  classified  a  suicide  had  the  authorities  not 
found  a  videotape  of  the  young  man  acting  out  a  theme, 
which  revealed  the  death  to  be  an  accident. 

Case  Facts 

An  older  brother,  who  had  gone  to  the  garage  to  place  a  milk 
bottle  in  the  trash,  found  the  victim.  Upon  entering  the 
garage,  he  observed  his  brother  hanging  from  a  rope,  which 
had  been  tied  to  a  2  x  4  in  the  attic.  The  attic  stairs  were 
down.  Another  brother  was  called  to  the  scene.  He  arrived 
about  10  minutes  later.  The  two  brothers  untied  the  rope  for 
the  2x4  and  let  the  victim’s  body  down  to  the  floor.  The 
brothers  called  the  police  and  an  ambulance. 

The  initial  responding  officers  observed  the  young  man’s 
body  lying  on  the  floor  of  the  garage.  The  victim  was  dressed 
in  western  clothing  and  had  a  blue  bandana  tied  around  his 
neck.  The  brothers  had  never  seen  the  victim  wearing  this 
type  of  clothing  before,  and  it  was  out  of  character  for  the 
victim  to  be  dressed  in  this  manner.  A  search  of  the  residence 
was  conducted.  The  police  did  not  find  any  suicide  note  or 
anything  else  suggesting  that  the  young  man  had  intended 
to  commit  suicide.  Interviews  of  family  members  indicated 
no  history  of  depression.  However,  while  searching  the  ga¬ 
rage,  the  investigators  discovered  a  video  camera  positioned 
near  the  attic  ladder.  It  was  in  the  record  mode  when  located. 
The  videotape  was  seized. 

The  investigators  reviewed  the  tape  and  discovered  that  the 
hanging  incident  had  been  captured  in  its  entirety.  The  de¬ 
tectives  had  initially  theorized  that  the  death  was  likely  a 
suicide.  The  victim  was  the  youngest  of  three  brothers.  The 
two  older  brothers  had  excelled  in  athletics  while  in  school 
and  were  popular  among  their  peers.  It  was  determined  that 
the  victim  was  more  interested  in  scholastic  achievements 
than  athletics  and  was  more  introspective  than  his  brothers. 

The  theory  was  that  perhaps  the  victim  had  dressed  in  this 
attire  and  strutted  around  smoking  in  a  fashion  like  “The 
Marlboro  Man”  to  exhibit  some  type  of  macho  behavior  or 
toughness  that  was  not  in  his  personality.  Although  some  of 
the  detectives  were  familiar  with  autoerotic  deaths,  they  felt 
they  needed  an  outside  opinion. 
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Review  of  the  Videotape 

The  tape  begins  with  the  subject  posing  and  posturing  in  the 
backyard  for  the  camera.  The  video  camera  is  set  up  outside 
first  and  then  brought  into  the  garage  for  the  next  scene.  He 
is  dressed  in  western  wear,  wearing  a  cowboy  hat,  and  he  is 
looking  into  the  camera.  He  lights  a  pipe  and  then  blows 
smoke  at  the  camera  in  a  macho  fashion.  The  victim  is  ob¬ 
viously  acting  out  a  personal  fantasy  that  does  not  appear  to 
be  sexual  in  nature.  Yet,  his  actions  and  activities  are  signif¬ 
icant  in  revealing  an  underlying  psychosexual  macho  image 
that  presents  an  “in-control  male,”  challenging  the  camera 
as  he  walks  up  real  close  showing  his  face,  and  then  suddenly, 
he  stands  up.  He  then  turns  his  back  to  the  camera,  spitting 
to  the  side,  and  walks  away  as  if  he  is  “walking  into  the 
sunset”  in  a  movie  script.  The  victim’s  facial  expressions  and 
gestures  during  this  sequence  of  the  tape  replicated  the  “Mar¬ 
lboro  Man”  image  that  was  popular  at  the  time  of  this  event. 
The  victim  was  portraying  this  image  for  the  camera  and  his 
fantasy.  This  segment  of  the  tape  lasted  approximately  4 
minutes  and  was  obviously  part  of  a  script  that  the  victim 
had  fantasized.  This  fantasy  component  was  taken  into  con¬ 
sideration  in  my  analysis  of  the  event. 

The  next  scene  took  place  in  the  garage.  A  review  of  the  tape 
shows  the  subject  carrying  a  rope  up  the  attic  stairs  out  of 
the  range  of  the  camera.  He  was  apparently  securing  that 
rope,  which  had  been  tied  into  a  noose  to  a  2  x  4  in  the  attic. 
When  he  came  down  the  attic  stairs,  he  had  the  noose  around 
his  neck  over  the  blue  bandana.  The  subject  was  observed 
standing  on  the  attic  stairs  adjusting  his  hat,  which  the  rope 
had  dislodged  from  his  head.  He  then  went  into  a  full  hang, 
placing  his  hands  behind  his  back  in  some  sort  of  execution 
mode,  and  hung  there  for  a  full  6  seconds,  during  which 
time  you  could  hear  him  choke  and  cough  from  the  tight¬ 
ening  of  the  noose  around  his  neck  and  the  restriction  of  the 
major  blood  vessels  in  his  neck. 

This  was  an  extremely  dangerous  game,  and  it  was  obvious 
to  the  author  that  the  young  man  had  no  idea  of  how  haz¬ 
ardous  a  full  hang  could  be.  The  amount  of  pressure  it  takes 
to  compress  the  jugular  veins  is  4.4  pounds.  The  amount  of 
pressure  it  takes  to  compress  the  carotid  is  approximately  1 1 
pounds.  This  young  man  weighed  at  least  160  pounds.  Every 
time  he  stepped  off  the  attic  stairs,  he  was  a  “breath”  away 
from  death. 
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The  victim  then  went  back  up  the  attic  stairs  out  of  view  of 
the  camera.  He  was  still  coughing  from  the  first  hang.  He 
was  apparently  adjusting  the  rope  so  that  the  noose  would 
be  within  the  camera’s  range  for  the  hanging.  He  then  came 
down  the  attic  stairs  with  the  noose  around  his  neck  and 
proceeded  to  get  in  position  to  fully  hang  for  a  second  time. 
He  then  stepped  off  the  attic  stairs  and  went  into  a  full  hang 
with  his  hands  behind  his  back.  Suddenly,  within  9  seconds, 
he  succumbed  to  the  hypoxia.  His  hat  was  dislodged,  and  I 
observed  his  pathetic  attempt  to  reach  out  to  try  and  save 
himself.  He  began  to  cough  and  choke  as  he  went  into  fatal 
cerebral  anoxia.  He  lost  his  muscle  coordination  as  he  went 
into  seizure-like  activity.  His  arms  flailed  in  spasm,  and  his 
fingers  took  on  the  classic  claw-like  spasm  consistent  with 
oxygen  deprivation.  His  knees  pulled  up  toward  his  heaving 
chest.  He  was  in  full  convulsion  and  spasm,  until  finally,  the 
heart  gave  out,  and  he  was  no  longer  breathing.  At  this  point, 
the  only  activity  was  the  final  spasms. 

It  was  absolutely  amazing  to  observe  how  suddenly  the  hy¬ 
poxia  kicked  in  and  the  rapid  onset  of  fatal  cerebral  anoxia. 
I  cannot  impress  upon  the  reader  how  dangerous  these  ac¬ 
tivities  are. 

This  was  a  classic  case  of  asphyxial  death  due  to  hanging. 

Case  History  #2 

Case  Facts 

I  had  the  opportunity  to  review  a  case  in  which  the  victim, 
a  male,  white,  38  years  of  age,  had  set  up  a  video  camera  to 
record  his  autoerotic  fantasy.  The  victim,  who  was  married 
with  children,  selected  an  area  inside  the  garage  of  the  family 
home  to  create  some  sort  of  execution  scenario  for  his  fan¬ 
tasy.  He  placed  a  large  sheet  over  the  furnishings  in  the  room 
to  create  a  background  for  the  camera.  The  entire  scene  was 
recorded  on  the  videotape. 

The  victim  was  discovered  hanging  in  the  garage  by  his 
mother,  who  had  gone  to  the  house  with  one  of  her  grand¬ 
children  to  get  a  key  to  enter  the  house  at  4:00  p.m.  She 
reported  to  police  that  she  had  tried  to  call  her  son  earlier 
that  day  at  10:30  a.m.,  but  there  was  no  answer.  When  they 
entered  the  garage,  they  encountered  the  body.  They  then 
ran  down  the  street  to  her  residence,  where  she  informed 
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her  husband,  the  father  of  the  victim.  The  victim’s  father  ran 
to  the  house,  which  was  only  four  houses  away,  and  discov¬ 
ered  his  son  hanging  with  a  pair  of  blue  panties  completely 
over  his  head.  The  father  quickly  removed  the  panties  from 
his  son’s  head  and  checked  for  life  and  found  none.  He  then 
called  an  ambulance.  The  father  reported  that  he  had  also 
observed  a  VHS  video  camera  near  the  overhead  garage, 
which  was  aimed  toward  the  body.  He  took  the  camera  down 
and  placed  it  on  a  table.  The  father  was  asked  whether  or 
not  there  had  been  any  problems.  He  stated  that  his  son  was 
not  depressed,  did  not  have  any  business  problems,  and  did 
not  have  any  enemies.  As  far  as  he  was  concerned,  everything 
was  going  great  for  his  son,  who  was  happily  married  and 
had  three  children. 

The  responding  officers  saw  a  man’s  body  hanging  from  a 
rope  that  had  been  placed  over  a  beam,  which  was  running 
east  and  west,  and  was  the  second  beam  from  the  wall.  This 
rope  had  been  placed  over  a  rafter  beam  and  was  tied  to  an 
adjustable  post  that  ran  in  the  center  support  beams  and  had 
been  further  tightened  with  the  use  of  a  screwdriver. 

The  victim  was  wearing  a  red  long-sleeved  sweatshirt  with 
red  short  pants.  He  had  a  wristwatch  on  his  left  wrist  and 
there  was  lividity  present.  The  body  was  also  cool  to  the 
touch.  Upon  closer  examination,  a  red  cloth-type  belt  was 
observed  protruding  through  the  zipper  fly  of  the  victim. 
This  cloth  belt  had  been  tied  around  the  waist  and  the  penis 
of  the  victim. 

The  investigators  also  noted  that  there  was  a  pair  of  blue 
slippers  on  the  floor  and  a  small  wooden  stool  beneath  where 
the  victim  was  hanging.  A  screwdriver  was  on  the  floor  where 
the  father  stated  he  had  knocked  it  down  checking  his  son, 
and  there  was  a  camera  tripod  near  the  garage  door,  which 
had  held  the  video  camera.  The  investigators  located  a  box 
of  pornographic  periodicals  in  the  living  room,  along  with 
certain  hand- drawn  sketches  depicting  sexual  hanging 
scenes.  This  box  also  contained  handwritten  literature  in 
reference  to  sexual-hanging-type  actions.  There  were  also  a 
number  of  porno  magazines. 

Review  of  the  Videotape 

A  hangman’s  noose  was  secured  over  a  rafter  in  the  ceiling 
and  was  tied  off  to  the  side.  Directly  below  the  hanging  noose 
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was  a  small  wooden  stool  that  the  subject  could  stand  on  to 
place  the  noose  over  his  head  and  around  his  neck.  The 
subject  was  observed  walking  into  the  camera’s  view  wearing 
a  pair  of  women’s  panties  over  his  head.  In  the  background, 
a  large  white  sheet  covers  the  wall  and  workbench.  He  looked 
into  the  direction  of  the  camera  and  placed  the  noose  over 
his  head  and  around  his  neck.  In  order  to  secure  the  rope 
around  his  neck,  he  had  to  stand  on  his  toes.  He  then  stood 
with  his  hands  behind  his  back.  The  hypoxia  began  to  take 
effect  immediately,  because  the  noose  had  begun  to  restrict 
the  blood  flow  to  the  head.  He  suddenly  lost  his  balance,  and 
the  noose  became  tightened  around  his  neck.  At  this  point, 
he  could  have  saved  himself  by  simply  standing  back  onto 
the  stool. 

However,  he  was  not  aware  of  the  impending  danger  and 
again  placed  his  hands  behind  his  back  and  continued  with 
the  fantasy.  In  less  than  15  seconds,  he  lost  consciousness 
and  went  into  fatal  cerebral  anoxia.  He  attempted  to  escape; 
however,  it  was  too  late.  He  lost  muscle  coordination  and 
began  to  convulse.  He  went  into  seizure-like  activity.  He 
attempted  to  raise  his  arms,  but  they  were  in  spasm,  and  his 
fingers  took  on  the  classic  claw-like  spasm  consistent  with 
oxygen  deprivation.  He  went  into  full  convulsion  and  spasm, 
until  finally,  his  heart  stopped,  and  he  was  no  longer  breath¬ 
ing.  This  asphyxial  death  was  a  little  different  than  the  pre¬ 
viously  discussed  case  in  that  the  victim  was  not  in  a  full 
hang.  His  feet  were  touching  the  floor.  However,  the  results 
were  the  same.  His  video  production  had  gone  from  fantasy 
to  reality  in  less  than  4  minutes.  This  was  also  an  extremely 
dramatic  portrayal  of  the  reality  of  sexual  asphyxia. 

Case  History  #3 

Case  Facts 

This  case  involved  a  28-year-old  male  homosexual,  who  was 
heavily  into  S&M  activities.  His  mother  discovered  him  in 
the  early  morning  hours.  He  was  found  hanging  by  his  neck 
from  a  karate  belt,  which  had  been  secured  to  a  hook  in  the 
ceiling.  He  was  nude,  wearing  black  nylon  stockings  and 
black  high  heel  shoes,  and  had  a  black  hood  over  his  head. 
This  was  interesting  in  that  most  victims  of  autoerotic  fatal¬ 
ities  are  heterosexual  males  who  play  the  part  of  a  female 
victim  in  some  sort  of  bizarre  fantasy. 
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The  value  of  this  case  from  an  investigative  perspective  was 
that  the  subject  had  an  extensive  collection  of  videos,  which 
consisted  of  approximately  30  hours  of  autoerotic  activities 
as  well  as  S&M  events  in  which  he  and  a  male  partner  would 
act  out  scenes.  An  example  of  these  tapes  was  the  subject 
dressed  as  a  woman,  wearing  a  wig,  white  miniskirt,  a  se- 
quined  bra,  and  long  white  gloves.  The  subject,  who  pre¬ 
tended  to  be  a  female  occupant  all  alone  in  her  home, 
becomes  the  victim  of  a  “home  invasion,”  whereas  the  sub¬ 
ject’s  partner  pretends  to  be  a  burglar,  who  then  sexually 
assaults  the  subject.  The  homemade  videotapes  are  heavy- 
duty  S&M  involving  beatings  by  fist,  ligature  restraints, 
bondage,  and  attaching  battery  clips  to  the  abdominal  skin 
of  the  subject.  There  is  also  oxygen  deprivation.  In  one  of 
the  tapes  the  author  viewed,  the  subject  is  bound  on  a  couch. 
The  subject’s  partner  then  slips  a  plastic  bag  over  the  head 
of  the  subject,  who  is  visibly  suffering  the  effects  of  suffoca¬ 
tion.  The  partner  monitors  the  subject’s  breathing  and  re¬ 
moves  the  plastic  bag  at  the  last  minute,  as  panic  sets  in. 

The  autoerotic  tapes  that  the  author  viewed  clearly  showed 
a  progression  from  when  the  victim  first  began  these  activ¬ 
ities  up  to  the  last  tape,  where  the  subject  dies  during  auto¬ 
erotic  practice.  When  the  victim  first  began,  he  would  wear 
a  harness  to  prevent  himself  from  hanging  to  death.  Each  of 
the  tapes  followed  the  same  scenario. 

Review  of  the  Videotapes 

The  subject  tapes  himself  as  he  walks  into  the  room.  In  the 
room  is  a  large  white  sheet  that  acts  as  a  backdrop.  There 
is  a  karate  belt  attached  to  a  hook  in  the  ceiling  and  a  metal 
folding  chair,  also  covered  with  a  sheet.  The  subject,  who 
has  a  black  hood  over  his  head,  walks  onto  the  “set”  wearing 
a  black  leather  microminiskirt,  a  black  bra,  black  nylons, 
and  black  high  heel  shoes.  He  poses  and  gestures  in  front 
of  the  camera.  He  then  steps  up  onto  the  chair  with  his 
high  heels.  He  has  straps,  which  he  uses  to  tie  his  knees 
and  his  hands  behind  his  back.  He  then  hangs  there  for  a 
period  of  time.  In  the  next  few  tapes,  the  subject  begins  to 
strip  for  the  camera,  as  he  stands  on  the  folding  chair 
wearing  the  high  heel  shoes.  He  lifts  the  miniskirt  up  to 
expose  his  genital  area,  which  is  covered  with  the  black 
nylons.  In  some  of  the  tapes,  the  author  observed  that  the 
subject  was  feeling  the  effects  of  hypoxia.  The  subject 
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slipped  a  couple  of  times,  but  because  he  was  wearing  the 
harness,  he  was  safe  from  hanging. 

Other  tapes  depicted  the  subject  wearing  different  costumes 
engaging  in  the  same  ritualistic  scenario.  Obviously,  his  fan¬ 
tasy  entailed  him  depicted  as  a  woman,  being  directed 
through  a  striptease  and  then  hanging  to  produce  the  hy¬ 
poxia.  In  one  tape,  we  can  see  the  extent  of  the  safety  mech¬ 
anism,  as  he  was  totally  nude  except  for  the  nylons.  The 
harness  had  a  cross  strap  that  fit  across  his  abdomen  and 
extended  up  under  his  armpits.  Even  if  he  fell  from  the  chair, 
the  ligature  around  his  neck  would  not  constrict  his  breath¬ 
ing,  because  the  harness  actually  held  him  and  prevented  the 
noose  from  tightening. 

Review  of  the  Fatal  Videotape 

In  the  last  tape,  the  subject  is  once  again  seen  entering  the 
room  wearing  the  black  hood,  the  black  high  heel  shoes,  and 
the  black  nylons.  He  is  nude  under  the  nylon  stockings. 
Remember,  he  has  done  this  a  number  of  times  without 
injury,  and  it  has  become  routine.  This  time,  however,  he  is 
not  wearing  the  harness.  He  stands  up  on  the  chair  and 
secures  the  karate  belt  around  his  neck.  He  engages  in  some 
posing  and  periodically  tightens  the  belt  around  his  neck. 
He  does  not  have  his  hands  behind  his  back  this  time.  As  he 
continues  to  tighten  the  belt,  the  hypoxia  begins  to  take 
effect.  He  is  clearly  off  balance.  Within  8  seconds,  his  foot 
slips  from  the  chair,  and  he  drops  to  the  floor  on  his  knees. 
At  this  point,  he  is  literally  hanging  to  death.  I  observed  onset 
of  the  fatal  cerebral  anoxia,  the  labored  breathing,  and  the 
spasms.  He  was  dead  within  2  minutes. 

Case  History  #4 

Case  Facts 

The  victim  was  a  male,  white,  30  years  of  age,  who  was  living 
with  his  married  brother  and  family.  He  set  up  a  video  cam¬ 
era  to  record  a  sexual  fantasy  while  the  family  was  out  of  the 
house.  The  victim  selected  an  area  in  the  second-floor  hall¬ 
way  beneath  a  set  of  attic  stairs.  The  area  was  secluded  and 
would  afford  him  an  opportunity  to  quickly  stop  if  he  heard 
someone  enter  the  house  from  the  ground  floor.  There  was 
a  room  immediately  off  to  the  right,  where  he  could  quickly 
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exit  the  hallway  if  someone  was  coming.  He  secured  an  elec¬ 
tric  extension  cord  to  some  rafters  in  the  attic.  The  victim 
was  in  good  physical  condition,  and  one  would  think  that 
he  would  be  able  to  prevent  an  accident  from  occurring  by 
simply  using  his  strength  to  stop  the  event. 

Review  of  the  Fatal  Videotape 

The  tape  clearly  shows  the  victim  as  he  enters  the  viewfinder 
of  the  videotape,  removes  his  underwear,  and  proceeds  to 
manually  masturbate.  The  victim  had  selected  an  area  in  the 
second  floor  hallway  beneath  a  set  of  attic  stairs.  He  then 
walks  over  to  the  attic  stairs,  which  are  extended  down  to  the 
floor.  He  steps  up  two  rungs  and  places  the  electric  cord 
noose  over  his  head.  As  he  does  so,  one  can  observe  that  he 
has  an  erection  at  this  point,  which  clearly  indicates  that  this 
event  is  an  autoerotic  event.  He  then  steps  down  one  rung, 
and  as  he  does  so,  he  attempts  to  make  some  adjustments  to 
the  tightening  wire  cord  around  his  neck.  As  he  does  this,  he 
appears  to  have  some  difficulty.  He  then  steps  down  a  second 
rung,  and  as  he  does,  I  observed  a  sudden  abdominal  spasm, 
and  within  less  than  5  seconds,  he  let  out  a  guttural  sound 
and  proceeded  to  go  into  fatal  cerebral  anoxia.  He  experienc¬ 
es  spasm  and  seizure-like  activity,  losing  all  muscle  control. 
As  the  noose  tightens,  the  tape  continues,  as  it  shows  the 
victim’s  body  hanging  for  approximately  15  minutes.  The 
tape  then  records  the  sounds  of  the  victim’s  brother  as  he 
returns  home  with  his  two  children.  As  the  brother  comes  to 
the  second  floor,  he  suddenly  sees  the  victim  and  yells  to  his 
older  son  to  call  9-1-1.  It  is  an  extremely  disturbing  sight  to 
observe  the  valiant  attempts  of  the  brother,  who  is  a  para¬ 
medic,  trying  to  save  the  victim’s  life. 

It  is  apparent  from  the  conversation  that  the  brother  is  hav¬ 
ing  with  relatives  and  the  emergency  operator  that  he  be¬ 
lieves  that  his  brother  hung  himself  in  a  suicide  attempt.  The 
sounds  of  sirens  and  responding  emergency  units  are  heard 
in  the  background,  as  the  brother  attempts  to  get  a  heartbeat. 
Although  his  brother  was  able  to  get  a  heartbeat  using  CPR, 
the  victim  had  already  suffered  irreversible  brain  damage  and 
died  that  evening  at  the  hospital. 

There  was  no  evidence  of  female  attire,  bindings,  or  other 
sexual  paraphernalia  present  in  the  scene.  A  search  of  the 
victim’s  room  and  vehicle  produced  no  evidence  of  prior 


140 


Sex-Related  Homicide  and  Death  Investigation 


autoerotic  behavior.  The  victim  was  reported  to  be  sexually 
active  with  a  female  he  had  been  dating  for  several  months. 

Without  the  videotape,  which  clearly  shows  the  nude  victim 
masturbating  and  putting  the  noose  around  his  neck,  the 
case  most  likely  would  have  been  classified  as  a  suicide. 

Case  History  #5 

Case  Facts 

The  victim  was  a  male,  white,  35  years  of  age,  who  was 
married  and  had  children.  The  evening  before  at  about  1 1 :00 
P.M.,  the  victim  told  his  wife  he  was  going  to  fix  the  kitchen 
sink  but  had  to  purchase  a  pipe.  She  went  to  bed  with  the 
children.  At  about  5:00  A.M.,  she  awakened  and  noticed  that 
the  garage  light  was  on.  She  went  to  the  garage  and  found 
her  husband  hanging.  At  first,  she  was  angry,  because  she 
saw  that  he  knocked  over  a  video  camera.  Then,  she  realized 
that  he  was  dead  and  that  something  horrible  had  happened. 
She  immediately  dialed  9-1-1. 

The  arriving  police  and  medical  personnel  observed  that  he 
was  wearing  thong  underwear  and  was  hanging  with  a  dog 
collar  around  his  neck,  which  was  attached  to  a  chain,  which 
was  affixed  to  a  light  fixture.  The  police  observed  a  video 
camera  attached  to  a  video  recorder.  There  were  several  lights 
pointing  in  the  direction  of  the  victim,  along  with  a  large 
mirror  against  one  of  the  garage  walls.  The  police  took  the 
equipment  and  the  videotape  as  evidence.  According  to  fam¬ 
ily  members,  there  was  no  history  of  marital  or  family  prob¬ 
lems,  and  according  to  the  victim’s  wife,  her  husband 
certainly  was  not  suicidal. 

Review  of  the  Fatal  Videotape 

The  tape  clearly  showed  the  victim  as  he  prepared  the  room 
for  his  fantasy.  He  was  wearing  thong  underwear  and  was 
nude  from  the  waist  up.  He  attached  the  dog  collar  to  the 
chain  and  then  proceeded  to  look  into  the  mirror  as  he  beat 
his  own  buttocks  with  a  paddle.  He  then  attached  some 
clamps  to  his  buttocks  as  he  paraded  in  front  of  the  mirror. 
He  is  also  observed  attaching  two  foot-long  bolts  with 
clothespins  to  his  nipples.  He  removed  his  penis  from  his 
underwear  and  proceeded  to  manually  masturbate.  This  ac¬ 
tivity  continued  for  approximately  3  minutes,  during  which 
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time  one  of  the  foot-long  bolts  slipped  from  his  nipple.  He 
removed  the  second  bolt  and  proceeded  to  paddle  his  but¬ 
tocks  a  second  time.  However,  as  he  did  this,  he  leaned 
forward,  increasing  the  pressure  on  his  neck,  and  suddenly 
went  into  fatal  cerebral  anoxia. 

Within  seconds,  the  victim  went  into  spasm  and  seizure¬ 
like  activity,  losing  all  muscle  control.  As  you  observe  him 
struggling  against  the  noose,  it  is  obvious  that  he  will  not 
be  able  to  help  himself.  The  spasms  and  convulsions  con¬ 
tinued  for  approximately  3  minutes  more,  until  the  man’s 
body  went  limp. 


Sexual  Asphyxia  —  The  Psychosexual  Aspects  of 
Autoerotic  Activity 

The  purpose  of  this  section  is  to  acquaint  the  investigator  with  some  of  the 
clinical  terminology  used  to  define  bizarre  and  deviant  human  sexuality. 
The  psychopathology  of  this  phenomenon  is  better  left  to  the  clinicians 
and  other  professionals  trained  in  the  fields  of  medicine  and  psychiatry.  I 
refer  the  reader  to  the  Diagnostic  and  Statistical  Manual  of  Mental  Disorders 
( DSM-IV)  (American  Psychiatric  Association,  1994),  Abnormal  Psychology 
and  Modern  Life  (Coleman,  Butcher,  and  Carson,  1984),  and  Chapter  5  of 
Autoerotic  Fatalities  (Hazelwood,  Dietz,  and  Burgess,  1983). 

The  investigative  interpretation  of  the  psychosexual  aspects  of  auto¬ 
erotic  activities  can  be  found  in  a  group  of  persistent  sexual  arousal 
patterns  defined  in  DSM-IV  as  paraphilias. 

The  essential  feature  of  disorders  in  this  subclass  is  that  unusual  or 
bizarre  imagery  or  acts  are  necessary  for  sexual  excitement.  Such  imagery 
or  acts  tend  to  be  insistently  and  involuntarily  repetitive  and  generally 
involve  preference  for  use  of  a  nonhuman  object  for  sexual  arousal,  repet¬ 
itive  sexual  activity  with  humans  involving  real  or  simulated  suffering  or 
humiliation,  or  repetitive  sexual  activity  with  nonconsenting  partners.  In 
other  classifications,  these  disorders  are  referred  to  as  sexual  deviations. 
The  term  paraphilia  is  preferable,  because  it  correctly  emphasizes  that  the 
deviation  (para)  is  in  that  to  which  the  individual  is  attracted  (philia). 
Because  paraphiliac  imagery  is  necessary  for  erotic  arousal,  it  must  be 
included  in  masturbatory  or  coital  fantasies,  if  not  actually  acted  out  alone 
or  with  a  partner  and  supporting  cast  or  paraphernalia.  In  the  absence 
of  paraphiliac  imagery,  there  is  no  relief  from  nonerotic  tension,  and 
sexual  excitement  or  orgasm  is  not  attained.  The  imagery  in  a  paraphiliac 
fantasy  or  the  object  of  sexual  excitement  in  a  paraphilia  is  frequently  the 
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stimulus  for  sexual  excitement  in  individuals  without  a  psychosexual 
disorder.  For  example,  women’s  undergarments  and  imagery  of  sexual 
coercion  are  sexually  exciting  for  many  men;  they  are  paraphiliac  only 
when  they  become  necessary  for  sexual  excitement  ( DSM-IV,  1994). 

According  to  DSM-IV,  there  are  nine  paraphilias.  These  are  listed  in 
Chapter  1,  with  brief  definitions.  However,  for  further  information,  I 
direct  the  reader  to  DSM-IV  (1994)  and  Abnormal  Psychology  and  Modern 
Life  (Coleman,  Butcher,  and  Carson,  1984). 

Case  Histories 
Hanging 

A  white  male  in  his  late  forties,  never  married,  living  at  home  with  his 
mother  and  sister,  was  found  hanging  in  his  basement  workshop.  He  was 
wearing  street  clothing,  which  covered  woman’s  undergarments,  a  bra 
stuffed  with  padding,  woman’s  panties,  woman’s  boots,  and  leather  gloves. 
A  mask,  which  he  had  apparently  been  wearing,  was  found  on  the  floor 
beneath  him.  He  was  hanging  by  a  rope  affixed  to  a  hook  in  the  ceiling. 
There  was  a  Polaroid  camera  positioned  on  the  workbench  and  a  number 
of  photographs  of  the  deceased  participating  in  this  conduct.  Found  in  his 
room  were  a  number  of  pornographic  magazines  depicting  female  bond¬ 
age,  lesbian  conduct,  and  sadomasochistic  behavior.  In  addition  to  these 
commercial  products,  police  discovered  sadomasochistic  drawings  depict¬ 
ing  the  deceased  dressed  as  a  woman.  In  these  drawings,  this  “woman”  is 
observed  with  an  erect  penis  threatening  and  abusing  other  women.  There 
were  also  a  number  of  these  sexually  explicit  drawings  of  nude  and  semi¬ 
nude  women  urinating.  These  “fantasy  drawings”  were  further  illustrated 
with  words,  indicating  that  the  deceased  was  actually  verbalizing  his  sado¬ 
masochistic  fantasies.  Also  discovered  were  two  legal  size  sheets  of  paper 
listing  approximately  200  pieces  of  woman’s  apparel  and  undergarments 
that  the  deceased  had  purchased.  The  victim  listed  these  items  by  number, 
description,  price,  and  the  name  of  the  store  from  which  the  item  was 
purchased.  He  then  had  a  separate  column  that  indicated  whether  or  not 
he  had  photographed  himself  in  the  item.  This  individual’s  total  sex  life 
was  involved  with  solo  sexual  activities.  His  drawings  further  suggested 
paraphilias  of  transvestism,  sadism,  and  masochism,  with  fantasies  of 
necrophilia  and  urophilia  (Figure  4.1  and  Figure  4.2). 

Suffocation 

A  white  male,  66  years  of  age,  was  discovered  lying  upon  his  bed  by  police 
who  had  been  called  to  the  man’s  apartment.  The  deceased  was  wearing 
women’s  clothing,  which  consisted  of  a  gray  turtleneck  sweater  with 
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Figure  4.1  Fantasy  drawing.  The  victim  created  a  number  of  fantasy  drawings 
that  depicted  women  in  lesbian  scenarios  involving  bondage  and  urophiba. 

crotch  snaps  and  red  panty  hose.  The  upper  torso  was  bound  with  straps 
and  chains,  which  were  interconnected  by  a  series  of  locks.  A  rubber  mask 
covered  his  face,  and  the  mask  was  connected  to  the  bed  board  by  rope. 
There  was  an  electrical  apparatus  attached  to  a  hook  in  the  ceiling,  which 
consisted  of  a  timer  and  two  wires.  This  equipment  was  plugged  into  a 
wall  socket.  One  of  the  wires  extended  down  to  the  crotch  area  of  the 
victim.  A  copper  wire  loop  had  been  fitted  beneath  the  snaps  of  the 
turtleneck  sweater,  and  this  could  be  connected  to  the  electrical  device. 
In  the  man’s  room,  police  investigators  discovered  three  suitcases  full  of 
woman’s  undergarments,  wigs,  and  “falsies,”  as  well  as  other  sexual  para¬ 
phernalia  consisting  of  dildos,  discipline  masks,  and  pornographic  mate¬ 
rials.  When  the  body  was  examined,  the  victim  was  found  to  be  wearing 
women’s  undergarments.  Under  the  head  mask,  duct  tape  covered  his 
eyes,  foam  rubber  was  stuffed  in  his  mouth,  and  a  headband  held  a  small 
rubber  ball  in  each  ear.  He  was  totally  in  the  dark  and  could  not  hear  a 
thing,  but  all  of  the  bindings  and  chains  were  within  his  grasp.  His  escape 
mechanism  was  a  single  lock  that  secured  all  of  the  chains  wrapped 
around  his  body.  The  deceased  had  held  the  keys  for  this  lock  in  his  right 
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Figure  4.2  Fantasy  drawing.  In  this  drawing,  the  victim  portrayed  himself 
dressed  in  "La  Femme"  undergarments.  Notice  the  penis  protruding  through 
the  garments. 

hand.  He  had  apparently  dropped  his  keys  on  the  floor,  where  the  police 
discovered  them.  The  duct  tape  and  rubber  balls  in  his  ears  certainly  shut 
out  any  possibility  of  seeing  the  keys  or  hearing  them  drop  to  the  floor. 
He  had  been  bound  to  the  bed  in  such  a  manner  that  he  would  not  have 
been  able  to  reach  down  to  the  floor  even  if  he  had  heard  the  keys  drop. 
The  cause  of  death  was  suffocation.  The  police  supervisor  as  well  as  the 
detective  investigating  this  case  had  been  to  one  of  my  Practical  Homicide 
Investigation  lectures.  They  immediately  recognized  the  death  to  be  an 
autoerotic  fatality  based  on  the  above  information.  However,  when  the 


Sexual  Asphyxia  and  Autoerotic  Fatalities 


145 


Figure  4.3  Autoerotic  death.  The  man  dressed  in  female  attire  with  a  discipline 
mask  over  his  head.  His  eyes  were  covered  with  duct  tape,  his  mouth  was  stuffed 
with  foam  rubber,  and  a  small  rubber  ball  was  in  each  ear.  Beneath  his  outer 
garments,  he  wore  female  lingerie.  He  had  done  this  on  many  occasions,  and  the 
release  mechanism  was  a  key  to  the  lock  that  held  all  of  the  chains  in  place.  The 
man  apparently  dropped  the  keys  and  was  caught  in  his  own  fantasy.  (Courtesy 
of  Retired  Detective  Lieutenant  Raymond  Krolak,  Commanding  Officer,  Inves¬ 
tigations  Division,  Colonie,  New  York  Police  Department.) 

medical  examiner  of  the  jurisdiction  arrived  at  the  scene,  he  told  the 
detectives  it  appeared  to  be  a  homicide  related  to  “biker-gang”  activity. 
He  obviously  was  not  familiar  with  such  cases  and  based  his  conclusion 
of  homicide  on  the  bizarre  binding  of  the  body  (Figure  4.3  and  Figure  4.4). 

Chest  Compression 

The  author  reviewed  a  case  involving  a  male  who  had  constructed  a  device 
that  would  cause  chest  compression.  The  victim  had  used  the  blow-end 
of  a  vacuum  cleaner  to  inflate  a  plastic  bag  inside  of  a  canvas  laundry 
bag.  The  victim,  who  was  wearing  his  wife’s  teddy  and  nothing  else,  had 
apparently  crawled  into  the  bag  and  was  able  to  secure  the  bag  by  pulling 
a  rope  around  his  neck  to  secure  the  contraption.  He  then  rolled  over  to 
the  vacuum  and  turned  it  on  with  his  nose.  The  vacuum  filled  the  plastic 
bag  with  air,  which  in  turn  caused  the  canvas  bag  to  tighten  around  the 
subject’s  chest.  The  only  problem  with  this  device  was  that  there  was  no 
way  for  the  victim  to  turn  off  the  vacuum  once  the  canvas  bag  had  become 
inflated.  He  suffocated  to  death  during  his  autoerotic  activity. 
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Figure  4.4  Close-up  of  connected  chains.  All  of  these  were  interconnected  to 
a  single  lock  that  he  had  gripped  in  his  hand.  (Courtesy  of  Retired  Detective 
Lieutenant  Raymond  Krolak,  Commanding  Officer,  Investigations  Division,  Col- 
onie,  New  York  Police  Department.) 

Oxygen  Exclusion 

A  deceased  male  was  discovered  lying  on  a  bed  in  a  rental  cabin  with  a 
plastic  bag  over  his  head.  This  male  had  rented  the  summer  cabin  during 
the  off-season.  The  proprietor,  who  was  checking  on  the  rental,  made  the 
discovery  when  he  entered  the  premises  and  noticed  the  nude  body  of  the 
deceased  on  the  bed.  Police  were  called  to  the  location  and  discovered  an 
array  of  pornographic  magazines,  opened  to  the  centerfolds,  on  the  floor 
next  to  the  bed.  Also,  next  to  the  bed  was  a  canister  of  nitrous  oxide.  The 
investigators  learned  that  the  man,  who  had  been  involved  with  this  activity 
in  the  past,  had  been  sniffing  the  pure  nitrous  oxide  by  releasing  the  gas 
into  the  plastic  bag  from  the  tank.  He  would  then  write  down  his  sexual 
fantasies  on  a  pad  while  viewing  the  pictures  of  the  nude  models  in  the 
magazines  next  to  the  bed.  When  he  placed  the  plastic  bag  over  his  head, 
the  oxygen  that  had  been  excluded  resulted  in  asphyxiating  the  victim. 


Female  Victims  of  Autoerotic  Fatality 

Although  most  of  the  cases  of  autoerotic  death  involve  males,  it  is  impor¬ 
tant  to  realize  that  this  type  of  practice  is  not  limited  to  males.  For 
example,  what  may  appear  to  be  a  sex  slaying  involving  the  bondage  and 
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suffocation  of  a  female  victim  may,  in  fact,  be  the  accidental  death  of  a 
female  practitioner  of  autoerotic  activities.  Retired  Special  Agent  Frank 
Sass  of  the  FBI  reported  one  such  case. 

A  35-year-old  female  divorcee  was  discovered  dead  by  her  9-year-old 
daughter.  The  woman  was  nude  and  lying  on  a  small-shelved  space  in  the 
rear  of  a  closet  in  her  bedroom.  She  was  on  her  stomach,  and  an  electric 
vibrator  with  a  hard  rubber  massaging  head  was  between  her  thighs  and 
in  contact  with  her  vulva.  The  vibrator  was  operating  when  the  victim 
was  discovered.  Attached  to  the  nipple  of  her  right  breast  was  a  spring-type 
clothespin,  compressing  her  nipple.  Immediately  below  her  left  breast, 
another  clothespin  was  found.  Around  the  victim’s  neck  was  a  hand  towel; 
a  nylon  stocking  went  over  the  towel  in  loop  fashion  and  was  fastened  to 
a  shelf  bracket  above  her  head.  The  shelf  and  the  victim’s  upper  body 
rested  on  her  arms,  which  were  extended  downward  from  her  body  in  a 
push-up  position,  supporting  the  lower  portion  of  the  body.  The  clothes¬ 
pins  were  used  to  cause  discomfort,  the  vibrator  was  used  in  a  masturba- 
tory  exercise,  and  the  ligature  reduced  oxygen  flow.  She  obviously  intended 
to  support  her  upper  body  weight  with  her  arms,  but  she  lost  conscious¬ 
ness,  and  the  weight  of  her  body  hanging  from  the  nylon  stocking  caused 
her  to  strangle  (Sass,  1975). 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  female  victim  of  an  autoerotic  fatality 
who  has  involved  herself  in  binding  and  some  sort  of  sadomasochistic 
scenario  presents  authorities  with  circumstances  that  actually  resemble 
a  sex-related  homicide. 

Flazelwood,  Dietz,  and  Burgess  (1983)  cite  the  following  case.  A 
23-year-old  black  woman  was  found  dead  in  her  bathroom.  The  victim’s 
upper  torso  rested  on  the  edge  of  the  bathtub,  her  face  was  in  the  water, 
and  her  knees  were  on  the  floor.  The  faucets  were  turned  on,  and  the 
water  had  filled  the  tub,  spilled  on  the  floor,  and  ran  throughout  the 
house.  There  was  vomitus  in  the  tub  water.  A  piece  of  rope  had  been 
doubled  and  looped  around  her  on  the  left  side  of  her  neck,  with  the 
loose  ends  coming  across  and  over  her  right  shoulder.  Tier  wrists  were 
wrapped  together  in  front  of  her  body,  and  the  end  of  the  rope  securing 
them  rested  in  her  right  hand.  The  decedent  was  nude,  and  a  9  1/2-inch 
bolt  was  on  the  floor  beside  the  body.  There  was  a  bruise  on  the  left  side 
of  her  forehead,  and  drops  of  blood  were  found  on  the  edge  and  side  of 
the  tub.  Autopsy  revealed  the  cause  of  death  to  be  aspiration  of  vomitus. 

This  case  was  investigated  initially  as  a  suicide,  based  upon  statements 
by  a  relative  and  friend  of  the  victim.  It  was  also  investigated  as  a  possible 
homicide,  with  the  boyfriend,  who  had  discovered  the  body,  as  a  primary 
suspect.  Actually,  this  case  had  enough  factors  to  support  both  possibil¬ 
ities.  In  actuality,  the  case  was  eventually  classified  as  an  autoerotic  fatality. 
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According  to  the  authors,  “A  theory  that  accounts  for  all  of  the  facts 
in  this  case  is  that  the  victim  had  been  drawing  a  bath  while  asphyxiating 
herself  with  the  rope,  intending  to  use  the  bolt  for  manual  masturbation, 
or  already  having  done  so.  Through  asphyxiation,  she  lost  consciousness, 
struck  her  head  on  the  bathtub,  and  aspirated  vomitus”  (Hazelwood, 
Dietz,  and  Burgess,  1983,  p.  136). 


Female  Autoerotic  Fatality  Reported  as  a  Homicide 

The  victim  was  a  34-year-old,  white  female  who  lived  alone  in  an  apart¬ 
ment  on  the  north  side  of  the  city.  She  was  a  schoolteacher,  single,  het¬ 
erosexual,  and  in  good  physical  and  mental  health  at  the  time  of  her  death. 
On  Saturday,  she  spent  the  day  with  her  parents,  who  were  house  hunting. 
She  had  dinner  that  evening  with  them  and  agreed  to  meet  them  the  next 
day  to  continue  house  hunting. 

Her  father  told  her  he  would  call  her  for  church  the  next  day.  Usually, 
she  went  to  church  with  them;  however,  she  told  her  father  to  call  her 
after  church. 

On  Sunday  morning  after  church,  her  father  called  her  but  she  did 
not  answer.  Knowing  this  to  be  strange,  he  drove  over  to  her  apartment 
to  check  on  her  well-being. 

He  entered  the  locked  apartment  with  a  key  she  had  given  to  him  for 
emergencies.  He  called  out  her  name,  and  when  she  did  not  answer,  he 
began  to  search  the  apartment.  He  opened  the  closed  bathroom  door  and 
found  her.  She  was  hanging  from  the  back  of  the  door  with  a  belt.  She 
was  nude  with  her  breasts  bound  very  tightly  with  rope  and  was  hanging 
by  her  neck  from  a  belt.  The  belt  had  been  secured  to  a  hook  in  the  back 
of  her  bathroom  door.  The  distraught  man  backed  out  of  the  apartment, 
locked  the  door,  and  called  the  police. 

Initially,  the  death  appeared  to  be  a  sex-related  homicide.  There  was 
no  forced  entry,  the  apartment  had  been  locked,  and  there  were  no  signs 
of  any  struggle.  The  next  suggestion  was  that  the  death  was  a  possible 
suicide;  however,  that  was  quickly  ruled  out  based  on  her  victimology. 

Closer  examination  revealed  the  death  to  be  accidental,  involving 
autoerotic  activities.  The  rope  used  was  nautical  rope.  Additional  nautical 
rope  was  found  in  her  closet.  The  belt  came  from  a  dress  she  owned  and 
had  not  worn  in  some  time.  Directly  across  from  the  victim  was  a  full- 
length  mirror  from  which  she  could  view  herself  from  the  door.  The 
death  was  properly  classified  as  accidental. 

Many  of  the  considerations  as  outlined  in  this  chapter  were  present 
in  this  particular  case.  This  provided  the  authorities  with  a  basis  upon 
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Figure  4.5  Female  autoerotic.  This  case  was  reported  as  a  sex-related  homicide. 
(Courtesy  of  Retired  Commander  Tom  Cronin,  Chicago,  Illinois  Police  Depart¬ 
ment,  now  Chief  of  Police  Coeur  d'ALene,  Idaho  Police  Department.) 

which  to  make  a  determination  of  accidental  death  involving  sexual 
asphyxia  (Figure  4.5  to  Figure  4.7).  (Later  in  this  chapter,  see  “Determin¬ 
ing  the  Involvement  of  Sexual  Asphyxia:  Autoerotic  Checklist”) 


Atypical  Female  Autoerotic  Case 

The  author  consulted  on  a  case  involving  two  teenage  girls  who  were 
discovered  dead  on  one  of  the  girls’  beds.  They  were  under  a  large  plastic 
bag,  and  there  was  a  canister  of  nitrous  oxide  on  the  side  of  the  bed.  Both 
girls  were  partially  clothed,  and  there  was  evidence  of  sexual  activity. 
Apparently,  they  had  been  masturbating  together  and  experimenting  with 
the  nitrous  oxide  gas  when  the  gas  overcame  them.  Although,  technically 
speaking,  this  case  would  not  be  “autoerotic”  because  there  were  two 
victims  playing  together,  the  same  dynamics  of  sexual  asphyxia  were 
present  to  rule  this  death  an  accident. 
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Figure  4.6  Female  autoerotic.  Her  hair  covered  her  face.  There  was  a  belt 
wrapped  tightly  around  the  victim's  neck.  (Courtesy  of  Retired  Commander  Tom 
Cronin,  Chicago,  Illinois  Police  Department,  now  Chief  of  Police  Coeur  d'ALene, 
Idaho  Police  Department.)  (See  color  insert  following  page  236.) 


Equivocal  Death  Investigation 

Many  times  while  conducting  homicide  programs,  participants  will  pro¬ 
vide  me  with  cases  in  order  to  get  my  opinion.  One  such  case  involved 
the  reported  suicide  of  a  17-year-old  black  female.  The  detective  who 
brought  this  case  to  my  attention  was  concerned  that  the  medical  exam¬ 
iner  and  other  detectives  had  classified  this  case  as  suicide. 

He  felt,  based  on  his  investigation  into  the  background  of  the  victim 
and  what  he  observed  at  the  scene,  that  the  death  might  have  been  an 
autoerotic  fatality.  He  was  concerned  that  the  family  was  blaming  them¬ 
selves  for  the  daughter’s  death.  I  reviewed  his  case  file  and  crime  scene 
photos  and  provided  the  detective  with  a  full  report  that  included  the 
following  information,  which  he  could  bring  to  his  superiors  and  the 
medical  examiner  for  review. 
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Figure  4.7  Female  autoerotic.  The  ropes  were  wrapped  tightly  around  each 
breast.  The  rope  extended  through  the  labia  and  gluteal  fold.  The  corset  was  also 
tightly  secured  around  her  abdomen.  (Courtesy  of  Instructor-Coordinator  John  J. 
Wiggins,  North  Carolina  Justice  Academy,  Department  of  Justice,  State  of  North 
Carolina.) 

Crime  Scene 

The  location  of  the  incident  was  the  basement  of  a  single-family  home 
occupied  by  the  deceased  and  her  family.  The  victim  was  home  alone  at 
the  time  of  the  incident.  The  area  that  the  victim  selected  was  secluded 
from  the  rest  of  the  home.  There  was  no  evidence  of  any  break  in  or 
forced  entry.  The  victim,  who  was  found  by  her  brother,  had  been  hanging 
from  a  wire  noose,  which  had  been  affixed  to  a  rusty  metal  clothes  rod. 
There  was  a  white  towel  wrapped  around  the  victim’s  neck,  which  would 
have  formed  padding  between  the  wire  and  her  neck.  The  victim  was 
nude  from  the  waist  up  and  was  wearing  a  pair  of  black  sweatpants.  A 
white  tee-shirt  was  observed  approximately  6  feet  away  and  appeared  to 
have  been  discarded  by  the  deceased.  A  white  5-gallon  bucket  was 
observed  lying  on  its  side  near  the  area  where  the  deceased  was  found. 
Forensic  examination  of  this  bucket  revealed  latent  prints  that  were  later 
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identified  as  belonging  to  the  right  foot  of  the  deceased.  The  material  on 
the  deceased’s  hands  turned  out  to  be  rust  from  the  metal  pipe  to  which 
the  wire  had  been  affixed. 

The  deceased  was  a  healthy  and  apparently  happy  17-year-old  young 
woman.  The  investigation  disclosed  that  the  deceased  came  from  a  good 
family  background,  where  both  the  mother  and  stepfather  provided 
parental  guidance  and  support.  The  family  consisted  of  the  17-year-old 
victim,  her  19-year-old  brother,  the  victim’s  mother,  and  her  stepfather. 
In  addition,  the  inquiry  into  the  victim’s  background  indicated  that  the 
victim  maintained  good  social  relationships  with  peers  and  was  perform¬ 
ing  well  in  school.  The  interview  of  the  deceased’s  best  friend  indicated 
that  the  victim  was  popular  and  well-liked.  The  victim  had  two  boyfriends 
and  was  sexually  promiscuous  with  a  young  man.  There  was  no  indica¬ 
tion  in  the  reports  that  the  deceased  was  depressed  or  suicidal.  In  fact, 
from  all  indications  ( name  withheld )  was  functioning  well  physically 
and  socially,  as  any  typical  17-year-old  teenager. 

Investigative  Considerations 

A  teenage  female  victim  was  found  partially  nude  in  a  secluded  area  of 
the  house  when  no  one  was  home.  The  location  that  the  victim  selected 
afforded  her  an  opportunity  to  engage  in  a  private  fantasy.  The  most 
common  method  practiced  in  sexual  asphyxia  is  neck  compression  or 
hanging  with  some  sort  of  padding  between  the  neck  and  ligature  to 
prevent  any  markings.  The  suspension  point  was  within  the  reach  of  the 
deceased  (rust  on  hands)  until  the  plastic  bucket  was  knocked  over.  It  is 
a  known  fact  that  most  victims  of  suicide  are  not  found  partially  or  fully 
nude.  In  this  case,  the  victim’s  breasts  were  exposed  (Figure  4.8  and 
Figure  4.9). 

Remember,  this  is  an  investigative  hypothesis.  Do  not  get  bogged 
down  in  theory  and  hypothetical  speculation.  In  death  investigations, 
there  are  no  absolutes. 

Opinion 

In  my  professional  opinion,  —  ( name  withheld)  died  as  a  result  of  a 
tragic  accident  involving  sexual  asphyxia.  The  basis  for  this  conclusion 
is  twofold:  the  indicators  present  at  the  scene  and  enunciated  within  this 
report,  and  the  lack  of  suicidal  intent  on  the  part  of  the  victim.  This  fact 
is  supported  by  the  thorough  police  investigation  into  the  background 
of  the  deceased.  I  recommended  that  the  authorities  confer  with  the 
Medical  Examiner  to  reclassify  this  death  as  accidental  and  an  autoerotic 
fatality. 
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Figure  4.8  Equivocal  death.  This  victim,  reported  as  a  suicide,  was  actually  an 
autoerotic  fatality.  She  had  been  standing  on  a  plastic  bucket,  which  slipped  out 
from  under  her  feet.  She  was  found  hanging  from  an  electrical  wire  that  had  been 
fastened  into  a  noose.  (Courtesy  of  Detectives  Steven  Little  and  Edward  Dahlman, 
Columbus,  Ohio  Police  Department.) 


Figure  4.9  Close-up  showing  the  padding.  The  presence  of  the  padding  was  a 
crucial  factor  in  the  analysis  of  this  case,  coupled  with  the  victimology.  (Cour¬ 
tesy  of  Detectives  Steven  Little  and  Edward  Dahlman,  Columbus,  Ohio  Police 
Department.) 
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Results 

The  detective  took  this  report  and  conferred  with  his  superiors  and  the 
medical  examiner.  Reportedly,  the  medical  examiner’s  initial  concern 
about  classifying  this  case  as  accidental  was  that  the  deceased  did  not  fit 
the  stereotypical  profile  of  a  practitioner  of  autoeroticism,  because  she 
was  a  black  female.  However,  the  professional  in-depth  investigation 
undertaken  by  the  detective  provided  enough  of  a  factual  basis  to  have 
this  case  reclassified.  My  consultative  report  simply  validated  the  detec¬ 
tive’s  hypothesis.  The  important  point  here  is  that  the  detective’s  dedica¬ 
tion  to  properly  classifying  this  case  as  accidental  provided  a  measure  of 
consolation  to  the  surviving  family.  The  family  was  advised  that  their 
daughter  did  not  commit  suicide. 


Notification  and  Advising  the  Surviving  Family  of  the  Mode 
of  Death 


Advising  surviving  family  members  of  the  circumstances  and  nature  of 
this  type  of  death  can  be  quite  stressful  and  difficult.  The  tragedy  is  often 
compounded  by  survivor  reactions,  which  range  from  guilt,  shame,  and 
humiliation  to  anger  and  rage. 

As  professional  investigators,  we  are  entrusted  with  a  profound  duty 
and  responsibility  not  only  to  the  deceased  but  also  to  the  surviving 
family.  It  is  imperative  that  by  our  professional  and  nonjudgmental 
demeanor  we  do  all  in  our  power  to  assist  the  surviving  family.  The  official 
explanation  of  the  circumstances  of  the  death  is  best  undertaken  with  the 
assistance  of  clergy  or  a  professional  practitioner,  after  considering  the 
family’s  ability  to  cope  with  the  facts  of  the  case.  However,  it  is  important 
to  note  that  each  case  and  set  of  circumstances  will  dictate  the  proper 
course  of  action.  In  some  instances,  I  believe  investigators  who  recognize 
what  has  happened  may  make  a  conscious  decision  to  spare  the  family 
and  allow  them  to  believe  the  death  to  be  a  suicide.  However,  in  the  official 
police  report  the  death  should  be  properly  classified  as  accidental.  Under 
certain  circumstances,  this  action  might  be  an  entirely  appropriate  alter¬ 
native.  I  offer  this  personal  advice  as  a  veteran  homicide  cop.  Whatever 
course  of  action  you  decide,  “Just  make  sure  you  do  the  right  thing.” 


A  Case  History 

Police  were  sent  to  the  location  to  check  on  the  welfare  of  a  white,  male, 
36  years  of  age.  When  the  officers  arrived  at  the  scene,  they  observed  what 
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appeared  to  be  a  blonde-haired  female  figure  hanging  from  a  weight  bench 
by  a  chain  attached  to  the  neck.  Upon  entry  into  the  premises,  they 
ascertained  that  the  victim  was,  in  fact,  a  male  wearing  a  blonde  wig. 

The  victim  was  discovered  in  the  northwest  bedroom.  He  was  dressed 
in  female  lingerie,  wearing  the  blonde  wig,  facial  makeup,  and  nail  polish 
on  his  fingers.  He  was  also  wearing  black  fishnet  hosiery,  a  black  garter 
belt,  a  black  corset,  a  black  leather  bra,  and  women’s  jewelry.  In  addition, 
he  had  a  spiked  leather  collar  that  was  attached  to  a  chain  that  was 
attached  to  the  weight  bench.  A  vanity  mirror  had  been  positioned  in 
front  of  the  subject,  which  provided  an  opportunity  for  the  subject  to 
view  himself  from  his  position  in  the  room.  There  was  evidence  of  sexual 
activity  in  the  scene  and  a  possible  suggestion  of  another  participant. 
However,  the  officer  noted  that  the  premises  were  secured,  and  there  were 
no  signs  of  forced  entry. 

During  the  search  of  the  crime  scene,  detectives  opened  and  looked 
into  the  victim’s  closet.  They  did  not  notice  anything  unusual  at  first. 
However,  upon  closer  examination,  they  discovered  numerous  items  of 
female  attire  secreted  behind  the  regular  clothing.  The  subject  also  had  a 
number  of  pairs  of  women’s  panties  in  different  sizes.  He  had  women’s 
high  heel  shoes  in  the  “large”  size,  pocket  books,  and  nylon  stockings. 

In  the  adjoining  room,  the  detectives  observed  that  there  was  a  black 
rubber  dildo  attached  to  the  bedpost  of  the  waterbed  with  fecal  matter 
upon  it.  Underneath  the  dildo  was  a  hand  towel  and  open  jar  of  petroleum 
jelly.  There  was  a  mirror  placed  on  the  floor  with  several  Polaroid  pictures. 
Some  of  these  pictures  were  of  a  female  dressed  in  lingerie.  Glued  onto 
these  pictures  was  a  simulation  of  a  penis,  with  bondage  bands  around 
the  wrists.  There  were  also  other  Polaroid  pictures  of  the  deceased  wearing 
female  attire  and  lingerie  involved  in  bondage  scenes  and  posing  and 
simulating  sexual  activity.  For  instance,  two  Polaroids  depicted  the  victim 
performing  oral  sex  on  a  male  partner.  However,  this  turned  out  to  be 
fabricated  with  a  pair  of  stuffed  jeans  and  a  dildo.  Apparently,  the  subject 
was  using  the  dildo  as  a  sexual  stimulus  as  he  bent  over  and  viewed  the 
photographs  that  were  on  the  mirror. 

Many  sexual  devices  including  various  size  dildos  were  recovered  in 
the  house.  There  were  different  types  of  chains,  restraint  devices,  hand¬ 
cuffs,  nipple  rings,  and  leather  whips.  The  subject  also  had  numerous  sex 
magazines  and  porno  tapes  as  well  as  a  nude,  anatomically  correct  Barbie 
doll.  In  addition,  police  discovered  a  number  of  firearms  hidden  in  secret 
compartments  throughout  the  house.  In  the  opinion  of  the  author,  when¬ 
ever  you  have  someone  who  is  so  thoroughly  vested  in  pornography  and 
this  same  person  has  access  to  a  number  of  firearms,  it  is  definitely  a 
recipe  for  disaster. 
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Interview  of  Husband's  Ex-Wife 

When  advised  of  her  husband’s  death,  the  ex-wife  stated  that  this  incident 
was  probably  due  to  his  obsession  with  deviant  sex.  She  told  detectives 
that  he  was  always  “kinky,”  but  toward  the  end  of  their  marriage,  “She  just 
couldn’t  handle  it.”  His  fixation  on  bondage  and  pain  during  sex  fright¬ 
ened  her.  The  witness  stated  that  she  left  him  after  finding  women’s  attire 
in  her  house  along  with  photographs  of  her  husband  dressed  in  sexy 
lingerie  and  bondage.  She  stated  that  when  they  were  married  her  husband 
took  the  pictures  of  her  in  lingerie  that  were  found  at  the  crime  scene. 

Case  Disposition 

The  case  was  properly  classified  as  an  autoerotic  fatality  based  on  the 
following  considerations: 

•  The  evidence  of  a  physiological  mechanism  for  obtaining  or  en¬ 
hancing  sexual  arousal 

•  The  evidence  of  solo  sexual  activity 

•  The  evidence  of  sexual  fantasy  aids 

•  The  evidence  of  prior  dangerous  autoerotic  practice 

•  No  apparent  suicidal  intentions 

•  The  statements  by  his  former  wife  relative  to  his  “kinky”  sex  games 
as  well  as  his  past  autoerotic  practice 

•  The  photographs  of  the  victim  engaging  in  autoeroticism 

•  The  extensive  collection  of  women’s  attire  and  lingerie  (author’s 
files)  (Figure  4.10  to  Figure  4.13) 


Female  Autoerotic  Fatality  Reported  as  a  Suicide 

The  body  of  a  white  female,  33  years  old,  who  was  recently  laid  off  from 
work,  was  discovered  in  her  locked  apartment  by  an  acquaintance  who 
became  concerned  when  she  could  not  make  contact  with  her.  The  vic¬ 
tim’s  friend,  who  had  a  key  for  the  apartment,  tried  to  get  in,  but  a 
deadbolt  had  been  secured  and  could  only  be  unlocked  from  inside.  She 
then  notified  another  friend,  who  asked  the  maintenance  man  of  the 
building  to  assist  in  the  entry.  The  maintenance  man  used  a  ladder  to 
climb  to  the  second-floor  balcony  and  entered  the  apartment  through  a 
sliding  glass  door.  He  then  opened  the  apartment  door  from  inside  the 
apartment.  The  three  individuals  began  to  search  the  apartment  and 
discovered  the  victim  hanging  from  the  top  railing  of  the  sliding-glass 
shower  door  (Figure  4.14). 
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Figure  4.10  Male  autoerotic.  This  was  the  view  that  the  arriving  police  officers 
had  when  they  responded  to  the  call.  It  appeared  to  be  a  woman  victim.  (Courtesy 
of  Retired  Lieutenant  Mark  Fritts,  Hobbs,  New  Mexico  Police  Department.) 


The  victim  was  completely  nude  and  was  in  a  semistanding  position. 
There  was  a  restraint  around  the  victim’s  torso,  which  held  her  arms  close 
to  her  body  (Figure  4.15).  The  witnesses  left  the  apartment  and  called  9- 
1-1  and  reported  the  death  as  a  possible  suicide.  The  first  responders 
observed  the  woman  hanging  by  the  neck  and  determined  that  the  victim 
had  been  dead  for  some  time.  Tier  body  was  cool  to  the  touch,  and  rigor 
mortis  was  pronounced  in  her  lower  extremities.  The  responders  properly 
did  not  cut  her  down  or  attempt  any  resuscitation,  thereby  preserving  the 
death  scene.  The  supervisor  who  noted  that  the  victim’s  arms  had  been 
bound  and  that  her  right  wrist  had  a  binding  secured  declared  the  death 
suspicious  and  designated  the  entire  apartment  a  crime  scene.  All  per¬ 
sonnel  were  ordered  out  of  the  apartment,  and  investigators  were  notified 
in  accordance  with  excellent  procedure.  (See  Practical  Homicide  Investi¬ 
gation,  Geberth,  1996.) 

The  reporting  witnesses  were  interviewed.  The  victim’s  acquaintance 
advised  authorities  that  the  victim  had  been  laid  off  from  work  about  a 
week  earlier.  The  company  had  given  her  a  generous  severance  package 
and  was  assisting  her  in  finding  employment.  The  victim  was  last  seen  by 
the  reporting  witness  the  evening  before  and  was  in  good  spirits.  The  two 
of  them  planned  on  going  to  a  hockey  game  the  next  day.  However,  when 
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Figure  4.11  Male  autoerotic.  Note  the  positioned  mirror.  (Courtesy  of  Retired 
Lieutenant  Mark  Fritts,  Hobbs,  New  Mexico  Police  Department.) 

the  victim  did  not  respond  to  several  calls,  the  friend  decided  to  check 
on  her  well-being  and  made  the  discovery. 

Investigators  entered  the  apartment  and  examined  the  body.  The  vic¬ 
tim  was  totally  nude  and  hanging  by  the  neck  from  the  bathroom  shower 
frame.  The  victim  had  a  piece  of  cloth  around  her  neck  with  a  slipknot 
in  it.  The  victim  had  another  piece  of  cloth  around  her  arms,  just  above 
the  elbows,  binding  her  arms  to  her  side.  There  also  was  a  piece  of  cloth 
tied  around  her  left  wrist.  On  the  bathroom  floor  behind  the  victim  was 
a  set  of  black  nipple  clamps.  On  the  floor  in  front  of  the  victim  was  a  large 
vibrator.  On  the  bathroom  sink,  there  was  a  vibrator  dildo  shaped  like  a 
penis.  A  search  of  the  apartment  revealed  a  number  of  sex  toys  and 
numerous  items  relating  to  sexual  asphyxia,  bondage,  and  autoerotic  sex¬ 
ual  activity.  There  were  several  pornographic  magazines,  bondage  movies, 
and  videos  that  were  sexually  graphic  (Figure  4.16  and  Figure  4.17). 


Figure  4.13  Male  autoerotic.  Note  the  make-up.  The  offender  spent  hours 
preparing  for  his  events.  This  included  make-up,  female  undergarments,  and 
female  outerwear.  The  mucous  and  protruding  tongue  are  consistent  with  asphyx- 
ial  death.  (Courtesy  of  Retired  Lieutenant  Mark  Fritts,  Hobbs,  New  Mexico  Police 
Department.) 
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Figure  4.14  Female  autoerotic.  This  victim's  body  was  discovered  after  her  co¬ 
workers  became  concerned  with  her  absence.  The  victim  was  suspended  with 
the  ligature  to  the  shower  frame.  (Courtesy  of  Instructor-Coordinator  John  J. 
Wiggins,  North  Carolina  Justice  Academy,  Department  of  Justice,  State  of  North 
Carolina.) 

The  medical  examiner  conferred  with  the  investigators  and  agreed 
that  the  death  was  an  autoerotic  fatality.  The  examination  of  the  victim’s 
body  did  not  reveal  assault  or  trauma,  and  the  restraints  used  to  bind  the 
victim  could  easily  be  put  on  and  removed  by  the  victim  herself.  It  was 
hypothesized  that  the  victim  had  bound  herself  and  used  the  ligature 
around  her  neck  to  restrict  the  oxygen  flow  to  heighten  the  sensations 
she  would  receive  while  masturbating  herself  with  the  large  vibrator  found 
on  the  floor  in  front  of  her  body.  She  most  probably  intended  to  stand 
up  to  relieve  the  pressure  on  her  neck  from  the  noose  but  had  misjudged 
the  hypoxia  and  lost  consciousness  and  hung  herself. 

The  case  was  properly  classified  as  an  autoerotic  fatality  and  not  a 
suicide,  as  originally  reported.  The  fact  that  the  victim  was  discovered 
hanging  nude  in  a  bondage  scenario,  was  heavily  involved  in  solo  sexual 
activity  as  evidenced  by  the  number  of  sexual  fantasy  aids  and  sex  toys 
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Figure  4.15  Female  autoerotic.  This  close-up  photograph  shows  the  ligature 
around  the  victim's  arms  as  well  as  the  noose  around  her  neck.  The  material 
hanging  from  her  left  wrist  was  probably  used  to  secure  her  hands  behind  her 
back.  (Courtesy  of  Instructor-Coordinator  John  J.  Wiggins,  North  Carolina  Justice 
Academy,  Department  of  Justice,  State  of  North  Carolina.) 


Figure  4.16  Interior  view  of  bathroom.  A  penis-shaped  battery  operated  vibra¬ 
tor  was  on  the  bathroom  sinlt  vanity.  (Courtesy  of  Instructor-Coordinator  John 
J.  Wiggins,  North  Carolina  Justice  Academy,  Department  of  Justice,  State  of 
North  Carolina.) 
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Figure  4.17  Sex  toys.  Various  erotica  and  sex  toys  such  as  vibrators,  ropes, 
nipple  clamps,  etc.  were  recovered  in  the  crime  scene.  (Courtesy  of  Instructor- 
Coordinator  John  J.  Wiggins,  North  Carolina  Justice  Academy,  Department  of 
Justice,  State  of  North  Carolina.) 

recovered  in  the  scene,  coupled  with  the  lack  of  any  suicidal  intent  on  the 
part  of  the  victim,  makes  this  case  a  classic  sexual  asphyxia  event. 


Investigative  Considerations 

Although  each  autoerotic  death  scene  may  be  unique,  there  are  many 
common  factors  for  the  investigator  to  consider  in  making  his  or  her 
determination  of  the  mode  of  death.  I  list  some  of  these  considerations 
within  this  section. 

Victim  Profile 

Research  has  indicated  that  most  victims  of  this  activity  are  white  males 
ranging  from  13  years  of  age  to  their  late  thirties.  White  females  follow 
this  group  in  their  early  twenties,  black  males  20  to  40  years  of  age,  and 
one  reported  black  female  in  her  late  twenties.  The  victims  are  considered 
to  be  basically  moral  people,  successful  in  their  respective  occupations. 
They  may  be  considered  shy  by  friends,  because  they  are  not  sexually  or 
romantically  active.  However,  they  may  be  married  or  involved  with  a 
significant  other  person.  Interviews  and  investigations  do  not  disclose  any 
indications  of  depression  or  suicidal  tendencies. 
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Location 

The  location  selected  is  usually  secluded  or  isolated  and  affords  the  prac¬ 
titioner  the  opportunity  to  involve  himself  or  herself  in  a  private  fantasy. 
Some  examples  are  as  follows:  locked  rooms  at  home,  attics,  basements, 
garages  or  workshops,  motel  rooms,  places  of  employment  during  non¬ 
business  hours,  summer  houses,  or  outdoor  locations. 

Nudity 

Most  victims  of  suicide  are  not  found  in  the  nude.  Although  this  is  not 
a  conclusive  indicator,  the  discovery  of  a  nude  victim  should  alert  the 
investigator  to  the  possibility  of  an  autoerotic  fatality  if  other  indicators, 
such  as  those  listed  below,  are  present. 

Determining  the  Involvement  of  Sexual  Asphyxia: 
Autoerotie  Checklist 


There  are  certain  questions  that  the  investigator  should  consider  in  deter¬ 
mining  whether  or  not  the  death  is  related  to  autoerotic  activity: 

1 .  Is  the  victim  nude,  sexually  exposed,  or,  if  a  male,  is  he  dressed  in 
articles  of  feminine  attire  (transvestism),  makeup,  and  wigs? 

2.  Is  there  evidence  of  masturbatory  activity,  i.e.,  tissues,  towels,  or 
hanky  in  hand  or  in  shorts  to  catch  semen?  Seminal  fluids? 

3.  Is  there  evidence  of  infibulations,  i.e.,  piercing  or  causing  pain  to 
the  genitalia,  self-torture,  masochism,  pins  in  penis? 

4.  Are  sexually  stimulating  paraphernalia  present,  i.e.,  vibrators,  dil- 
dos,  sex  aids,  pornographic  magazines,  butt  plugs? 

5.  Is  bondage  present,  i.e.,  ropes,  chains,  blindfolds,  gags?  Are  any 
constrictive  devices  present,  e.g.,  corset,  plastic  wrap,  belts,  ropes, 
or  vacuum  cleaner  hoses  around  the  body,  or  chest  constraints? 

6.  Is  there  protective  padding  between  the  ligature  and  the  neck: 
towels,  rags,  or  cloth  to  prevent  rope  burns  or  discomfort? 

7.  Are  the  restraints  interconnected?  Do  the  ropes  and  ties  come 
together,  or  are  they  connected?  Are  the  chains  interconnected 
through  one  another?  Is  the  victim  tied  to  himself  so  that  by 
putting  pressure  on  one  of  the  limbs,  the  restraints  are  tightened? 

8.  Are  mirrors  or  other  reflective  devices  present?  Are  they  positioned 
so  that  the  victim  can  view  his  or  her  activities? 

9.  Is  there  evidence  of  fantasy  (diaries,  erotic  literature,  etc.)  or  fe¬ 
tishism  (woman’s  panties,  bras,  girdles,  leather,  rubber,  latex, 
high-heel  shoes,  etc.)? 
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10.  Is  the  suspension  point  within  reach  of  the  victim,  or  is  there  an 
escape  mechanism  (keys,  lock,  slip  knot,  etc.)? 

11.  Is  there  evidence  of  prior  such  activities  (abrasions  or  rope  burns 
on  suspension  point),  or  unexplained  secretive  behavior,  long  stays 
in  isolated  areas,  rope  burns  on  neck,  etc.? 

12.  Does  the  victim  possess  literature  dealing  with  bondage,  escapol- 
ogy,  or  knots? 

13.  Is  there  a  positioned  camera?  (Check  film  and  videotapes.  Look 
for  photos,  and  view  any  videotapes  in  the  camera.) 

While  not  all  such  deaths  will  involve  the  above  characteristics,  their 
presence  will  certainly  alert  the  investigator  to  the  possibility  of  death 
occurring  as  the  result  of  sexual  misadventure. 

Summary 

The  investigation  of  sexual  asphyxia  and  the  appropriate  determination 
of  mode  of  death  require  that  the  investigator  conduct  a  knowledgeable 
scene  examination.  This  obviously  means  that  the  investigator  should 
have  an  understanding  of  clues  that  may  be  present  at  the  scene  and  in 
the  background  of  the  deceased.  The  psychological  autopsy  can  be  helpful 
in  resolving  those  cases  in  which  it  is  not  clear  whether  the  motivational 
intent  was  suicidal  or  autoerotic  in  nature.  As  further  information  on  this 
mode  of  death  becomes  available  through  research,  the  investigator  will 
be  afforded  additional  assistance  in  making  this  determination  and  in 
properly  classifying  these  cases. 
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The  Crime  Scene 
Investigation 


The  search  of  the  crime  scene  is  the  most  important  phase  of  the  inves¬ 
tigation  conducted  at  the  scene.  Decisions  of  the  courts  restricting  admis¬ 
sibility  of  testimonial  evidence  significantly  increased  the  value  of  physical 
evidence  in  homicide  investigations.  Therefore,  law  enforcement  person¬ 
nel  involved  in  the  crime  scene  search  must  arrange  for  proper  and 
effective  collection  of  evidence  at  the  scene. 

Physical  evidence,  which  is  often  referred  to  as  the  “unimpeachable 
witness,”  cannot  be  clouded  by  faulty  memory,  prejudice,  poor  eyesight, 
or  a  desire  “not  to  get  involved.”  However,  before  a  forensic  laboratory  can 
effectively  examine  physical  evidence,  it  must  be  recognized  as  evidence. 

Practically  speaking,  anything  and  everything  should  be  considered 
evidence  until  proven  differently.  I  cannot  recall  how  many  times  I  found 
myself,  along  with  my  detectives,  returning  to  a  crime  scene.  This  was 
after  we  received  additional  information,  which  revealed  that  some  seem¬ 
ingly  innocuous  item  was  actually  an  important  piece  of  evidence.  That 
is  why  it  is  imperative  to  “hold  onto”  the  crime  scene  as  long  as  possible. 
Some  item  that  did  not  seem  significant  on  the  first  day  of  the  investiga¬ 
tion  may  suddenly  take  on  the  intrinsic  value  of  gold. 

An  excellent  example  of  the  Practical  Homicide  Investigation  principle 
that  “anything  and  everything”  should  be  considered  as  evidence  is  the 
case  that  involved  serial  murderer  Danny  Rollings,  who  became  known 
as  the  “Gainesville  Ripper.”  He  had  been  staying  in  the  woods  at  a  campsite 
near  an  apartment  where  18-year-old  Christa  Leigh  Hoyt  had  been  mur¬ 
dered.  The  police,  who  had  been  scouring  the  woods  looking  for  anyone 
or  anything  suspicious,  came  upon  Rollings  and  another  male  on  their 
way  back  to  a  campsite.  When  the  police  ordered  the  two  men  to  halt, 
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Rollings  ran  away.  The  police  questioned  the  other  male  who  remained. 
He  led  them  to  the  campsite  where  Danny  Rolling  and  he  were  heading. 

When  the  officers  discovered  the  campsite,  they  found  a  number  of 
items  that  would  later  link  Rollings  to  the  five  murders.  However,  the  only 
item  that  seemed  important  at  the  time  was  a  bag  of  cash  covered  with 
pink  dye.  There  had  been  a  bank  robbery  the  previous  day,  and  the 
unknown  white  male  who  ran  from  the  police  matched  the  description 
of  the  bank  robber,  who  turned  out  to  be  Danny  Rollings. 

The  police  collected  and  secured  everything  at  the  campsite,  which 
included  bedding,  a  gun,  a  ski  mask,  a  cassette  tape  deck,  and  a  screw¬ 
driver.  Subsequent  laboratory  tests  were  conducted  on  these  crucial  mate¬ 
rials  retrieved  from  the  campsite.  The  authorities  were  astonished  to  find 
that  17  pry  marks  at  three  of  the  murder  scenes  were  matched  to  the 
screwdriver  retrieved  from  Rollings  campsite.  In  addition,  pubic  hairs 
found  by  vacuuming  the  campsite  matched  Christa  Hoyt’s  through  DNA 
analysis 


Legal  Considerations 

Once  an  item  is  recognized  as  evidence,  it  must  be  properly  collected  and 
preserved  for  laboratory  examination.  However,  in  order  for  physical 
evidence  to  be  admissible,  it  must  have  been  legally  obtained.  The  courts 
have  severely  restricted  the  right  of  the  police  to  search  certain  homicide 
crime  scenes  without  a  warrant.  The  U.S.  Supreme  Court  rendered  three 
major  decisions  that  require  police  to  obtain  a  search  warrant  to  search 
a  premises  where  the  suspect  and  the  deceased  share  a  possessory  right 
to  the  premises. 

In  Mincey  v.  Arizona  437  US  385  (1978),  the  Supreme  Court  cited 
that  the  police  violated  the  defendant’s  Fourth  Amendment  rights. 
Mincey,  who  was  a  dope  dealer,  shot  and  killed  an  undercover  narcotics 
officer  during  a  drug  raid.  Mincey  was  wounded  and  one  of  his  compan¬ 
ions  was  killed  in  the  subsequent  gun  battle.  The  narcotics  officers,  fol¬ 
lowing  procedure,  secured  the  premises  and  notified  Homicide.  Homicide 
detectives  conducted  an  investigation  during  which  hundreds  of  pieces 
of  evidence  were  seized  by  the  police  over  a  3-day  crime  scene  search. 
Mincey  was  convicted  of  the  murder  of  the  undercover  officer.  The  con¬ 
viction  was  overturned  by  the  Supreme  Court,  which  maintained  that 
Mincey’s  Fourth  Amendment  rights  were  violated  and  that  the  police 
should  have  secured  a  search  warrant.  The  Supreme  Court  basically 
informed  law  enforcement  that,  “There  wasn’t  any  homicide  crime  scene 
exception”  to  the  Fourth  Amendment. 
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Did  we  in  law  enforcement  get  the  message?  No.  In  1984,  the  Supreme 
Court  once  again  stepped  in  to  address  the  same  issue  in  Thompson  v. 
Louisiana  469  US  17  (1984). 

In  the  Thompson  case,  a  woman  who  was  reportedly  depressed,  shot 
and  killed  her  husband.  She  then  took  an  overdose  of  pills  in  an  attempt 
to  commit  suicide.  She  then  suddenly  experienced  a  change  of  heart  and 
decided  she  did  not  want  to  die.  She  called  her  daughter  who,  in  turn, 
called  the  Sheriff’s  Department,  which  dispatched  an  ambulance  and 
deputies  to  the  woman’s  home.  The  woman  was  transported  to  the  hos¬ 
pital,  where  she  was  treated.  Investigators  were  called  to  the  house  and 
gathered  evidence  of  the  murder  in  the  crime  scene.  The  woman  was 
subsequently  charged  and  convicted  in  the  murder  of  her  husband.  The 
U.S.  Supreme  Court  ruled  against  The  State  of  Louisiana,  citing  the 
Mincey  decision  and  the  expectation  of  privacy  provided  in  the  Fourth 
Amendment.  The  woman’s  conviction  was  overturned.  Once  again,  the 
courts  ruled  that  there  was  no  homicide  exception,  and  that  the  police 
were  required  to  obtain  a  search  warrant. 

Did  we  in  law  enforcement  get  the  message  this  time?  No.  In  1999, 
the  Supreme  Court  once  again  stepped  in  to  address  the  same  issues  raised 
in  the  Mincey  and  Thompson  cases.  This  time,  it  was  Flippo  v.  West 
Virginia,  98  US  8770  (1999). 

Flippo  was  a  pastor  who  reportedly  was  having  a  homosexual  affair 
with  a  member  of  his  congregation.  Flis  wife  discovered  the  relationship 
and  was  going  to  divorce  him.  Flippo  convinced  her  that  they  should 
reconcile  and  talked  her  into  going  on  a  camping  trip.  They  went  to  a 
cabin  in  West  Virginia  that  the  pastor  had  rented.  While  at  the  cabin, 
the  pastor  reported  that  they  became  victims  of  a  home  invasion  during 
which  his  wife  was  fatally  beaten  and  the  pastor  was  slightly  injured.  The 
police  were  not  impressed  with  Flippo’s  injuries.  Fie  was  brought  to  a 
local  hospital  and  “patched  up.”  Investigators  who  were  processing  the 
crime  scene  came  upon  Flippo’s  briefcase.  Inside  the  briefcase  were  var¬ 
ious  pornographic  pictures  of  Flippo  and  his  male  lover  engaged  in 
sexual  activities.  These  materials,  which  represented  motive,  as  well  as 
the  other  evidence  seized  from  the  cabin,  were  introduced  into  trial. 
Flippo  was  convicted  of  the  murder  of  his  wife.  The  conviction  was 
overturned  based  on  the  same  issues  raised  in  Mincey  and  Thompson. 
The  message  is  quite  clear: 

A  SEARCH  WARRANT  SHOULD  BE  SECURED  BEFORE  ANY 
CRIME  SEARCH  IS  UNDERTAKEN  UNDER  THESE  CIRCUM¬ 
STANCES. 
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THERE  IS  NO  “HOMICIDE  SCENE  EXCEPTION”  TO  THE 
FOURTH  AMENDMENT. 

Any  EXTENDED  SEARCH  of  a  HOMICIDE  SCENE,  without  con¬ 
sent  or  exigent  circumstances,  requires  a  search  warrant. 

Homicides  involving  common-law  relationships,  husbands  and  wives, 
or  family  disputes  may  necessitate  that  the  detective  secure  a  warrant 
before  a  premises  can  be  searched.  The  professional  homicide  detective 
must  be  aware  of  the  legal  requirements  for  a  search  warrant  based  on 
Supreme  Court  decisions.  The  detective  must  also  contemplate  state  law 
and  case  law  within  his  jurisdictional  purview.  An  additional  consider¬ 
ation  is  the  dynamics  of  the  event,  which  may  present  legitimate  search 
warrant  exceptions.  The  courts  have  recognized  certain  circumstances 
that  allow  for  exceptions  to  the  requirement  of  a  search  warrant.  These 
exceptions  are  emergency  or  exigent  circumstances,  evidence  in  plain 
view,  postarrest  search  of  an  individual  for  weapons  and  contraband,  and 
consent  (Figure  5.1). 

Warrantless  Searches  Where  Suspect  Shares  a  Possessory 
Right  to  the  Premises 

Almost  every  crime  will  constitute  an  emergency  that  justifies  law  enforce¬ 
ment’s  warrantless  entry  to  the  scene.  Traditionally,  courts  have  recog¬ 
nized  three: 

THREATS  TO  LIFE  OR  SAFETY 
DESTRUCTION  OR  REMOVAL  OF  EVIDENCE 
ESCAPE 

Officers  are  authorized  to  do  whatever  is  reasonably  necessary  to 
resolve  the  emergency.  Once  the  emergency  is  resolved,  the  emergency 
exception  is  negated. 

Practical  Examples  of  Reasonableness 

Officers  arriving  at  the  scene  of  a  violent  crime  are  permitted  to  do  the 
following: 

•  They  can  unquestionably  sweep  the  premises  in  an  effort  to  locate 
the  victim,  additional  victims,  or  the  suspect. 

•  If  a  body  is  found,  the  police  can  take  the  Medical  Examiner  into 
the  scene  to  view  and  collect  the  body. 
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SUPERVISION  OF  THE  CRIME  SCENE 
SEARCH  IS  AIMED  AT  THE  PRESERVATION 
AND  DOCUMENTATION  OF  THE  EVENT 


A  SEARCH  WARRANT  SHOULD  BE  SECURED  BEFORE 
ANY  CRIME  SEARCH  IS  UNDERTAKEN.  HOWEVER, 
THE  PROFESSIONAL  HOMICIDE  DETECTIVE  AND 
SUPERVISOR  SHOULD  BE  AWARE  OF  THE  SEARCH 
WARRANT  EXCEPTIONS: 


EMERGENCY 

PLAIN  VIEW 

CONSENT 

AFTER  ARREST 

Figure  5.1  Search  warrant  exceptions.  (From  Geberth,  VJ.,  Practical  Homicide 
Investigation:  Tactics,  Procedures,  and  Forensic  Techniques,  3rd  ed.,  CRC  Press, 
Boca  Raton,  FL,  1996,  p.  168.) 


•  They  may  have  probable  cause  to  believe  a  crime  scene  contains 
evidence  that  will  be  destroyed  if  not  quickly  recovered.  That  ev¬ 
idence  may  be  retrieved  as  part  of  the  emergency. 

•  The  Plain  View  Doctrine. 

•  Preserve  a  crime  scene.  (This  is  considered  reasonable.) 

•  Document  the  scene  (photographs,  videotape,  and  diagrams). 


Physical  Evidence 

Physical  evidence  refers  to  any  tangible  article,  small  or  large,  that  tends 
to  prove  or  disprove  a  point  in  question.  It  may  be  used  to  reconstruct 
the  crime,  identify  participants,  or  confirm  or  discredit  an  alibi. 

Homicide  and  sexual  assault  crime  scenes  usually  contain  an  abun¬ 
dance  of  physical  or  trace  evidence.  The  systematic  search,  collection, 
and  preservation  of  physical  evidence  are  the  goals  of  the  crime  scene 
search.  Therefore,  the  detective  supervisor  should  organize  the  crime 
scene  search  so  as  to  collect  as  much  physical  evidence  as  possible.  In 
addition,  the  search  must  be  based  on  constitutionally  legal  grounds,  and 
the  evidence  collected  must  be  properly  documented  and  handled  so  that 
it  may  be  presented  in  court  at  a  future  date.  It  is  imperative  that  each 
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piece  of  physical  evidence  be  treated  separately  and  carefully  to  avoid 
cross-contamination. 

Types  of  Physical  Evidence 
Transient  Evidence 

This  type  of  evidence  is  temporary  in  nature.  It  can  include  odors,  tem¬ 
perature,  imprints  and  indentations  in  soft  or  changing  materials  (butter, 
wet  sand,  snow,  or  mud),  and  markings,  i.e.,  lividity,  blood  spatters  on 
moveable  objects. 

Pattern  Evidence 

Pattern  evidence  is  produced  by  contact.  Blood  splatter,  glass  fracture 
patterns,  fire  burn  patterns,  furniture  position  patterns,  projectile  trajec¬ 
tory,  tire  marks,  MO,  clothing  or  article  patterns,  and  powder  residue 
patterns  are  considered  pattern  evidence. 

Conditional  Evidence 

Caused  by  an  action  or  event,  conditional  evidence  can  include  lighting 
conditions  at  a  crime  scene;  odor,  color,  and  direction  of  smoke;  flame 
(color,  direction,  temperature);  location  of  evidence  in  relation  to  the 
body;  and  the  vehicle  (locked  or  unlocked,  lights  on  or  off,  window  open 
or  closed,  radio  on  or  off,  mileage). 

Transfer  Evidence 

Transfer  evidence  is  generally  produced  by  the  physical  contact  of  persons, 
objects,  or  between  persons  or  objects.  It  is  characterized  by  the  linkage 
concept. 


Trace  Evidence 


There  is  a  principle  in  homicide  investigation  that  refers  to  a  theoretical 
exchange  between  two  objects  that  have  been  in  contact  with  one  another. 
This  theory  of  transfer  or  exchange  is  based  on  Locard’s  “Exchange  Prin¬ 
ciple.”  Edmond  Locard,  a  Frenchman  who  founded  the  University  of 
Lyons’  Institute  of  Criminalistics,  believed  that  whenever  two  human 
beings  came  into  contact,  something  from  one  was  exchanged  to  the  other, 
and  vice  versa.  This  exchange  might  involve  hairs,  fibers,  dirt,  dust,  blood 
and  other  bodily  fluids,  as  well  as  skin  cells,  metallic  residue,  and  other 
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microscopic  materials.  In  Practical  Homicide  Investigation  (Geberth, 
1996),  Locard’s  principle  is  summed  as  follows: 

1 .  The  perpetrator  will  take  away  traces  of  the  victim  and  the  scene. 

2.  The  victim  will  retain  traces  of  the  perpetrator  and  may  leave  traces 
of  himself  on  the  perpetrator. 

3.  The  perpetrator  will  leave  behind  traces  of  himself  at  the  scene. 

The  Concept  of  Linkage 

Henry  Lee,  a  forensic  scientist  who  is  the  Director  Emeritus  of  the  Con¬ 
necticut  State  Crime  Lab,  developed  the  concept  of  linkage  as  the  basis 
for  any  crime  scene  examination  (Lee,  1994).  A  visible  representation  of 
this  concept  is  shown  in  Figure  5.2. 

The  goal  is  to  establish  a  link  between  the  various  facets  of  the  crime 
scene,  the  victim,  physical  evidence,  and  the  suspect.  All  of  these  compo¬ 
nents  must  be  connected  for  successful  resolution  of  the  case.  The  basis 
of  conducting  such  a  four-way  linkage  rests  on  the  principle  of  the  Theory 
of  Transfer  and  Exchange. 

Remember:  anything  and  everything  may  eventually  become  evidence. 


LINKAGE 


SUSPECT 


PHYSICAL 

EVIDENCE 


Figure  5.2  Linkage.  (From  Crime  Scene  Investigation,  Central  Police  Univer¬ 
sity  Press,  Lee,  H.,  Taiwan,  1994,  p.  80.  With  permission.) 
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The  Primary  Crime  Scene 

The  investigation  starts  at  the  point  where  the  body  was  originally  found. 
In  Practical  Homicide  Investigation,  we  refer  to  this  as  the  primary  crime 
scene.  The  person  may  have  been  killed  there  or  dumped  there.  It  really 
does  not  matter  at  this  point  in  the  investigation.  Your  primary  focus  in 
the  crime  scene  process  will  be  directed  at  this  location.  The  practical 
rationale  behind  this  primary  crime  scene  concept  is  as  follows: 

1.  The  police  are  usually  called  to  this  location  by  the  person  who 
discovers  the  body,  a  witness  to  the  crime,  or  in  some  instances, 
the  victim. 

2.  In  homicide  cases,  the  location  where  the  body  was  discovered  yields 
an  abundance  of  physical  evidence  and  serves  as  a  base  of  inquiry. 

There  may  be  two  or  more  crime  scenes  in  addition  to  the  primary 
crime  scene: 

1.  Where  the  body  was  moved  from;  where  the  person  was  killed. 

2.  Where  the  original  assault  leading  to  death  took  place. 

3.  Where  any  physical  or  trace  evidence  connected  to  the  crime  is 
found  (this  includes  parts  of  the  body). 

4.  In  a  vehicle  used  to  transport  the  body. 

5.  The  suspect:  clothing,  hands,  and  body,  as  well  as  residence. 

The  author  is  keenly  aware  of  some  confusion  generated  by  the  use 
of  the  term  “ primary  crime  scene .”  I  have  heard  some  experts  refer  to  the 
primary  scene  as  the  location  where  the  event  occurred,  and  the  secondary 
scene  where  the  body  is  found.  However,  from  a  practical  perspective, 
“How  are  you  going  to  know  where  anything  occurred  on  the  day  the 
body  is  found?”  The  primary  scene  for  those  in  law  enforcement  is  where 
the  body  is  found  and  the  location  that  you  were  called  to  respond  to. 
This  is  your  primary  concern.  Later,  when  you  discover  where  the  event 
occurred,  this  will  become  another  primary  crime  scene.  This  is  basic 
common  sense. 


Preliminary  Steps 


1.  Upon  arrival,  ascertain  boundaries.  Do  not  move  blindly  into 
an  area.  (Always  confer  before  acting.) 
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2.  Decide  how  to  approach  the  scene.  At  an  outdoor  scene,  establish 
paths  of  entry  and  exit.  Always  choose  the  difficult  path  to  the  body, 
assuming  the  offender  used  the  most  convenient  path.  This  might 
result  in  locating  some  additional  evidence  that  would  have  been 
damaged  by  police  actions.  (Confer  with  First  Officer  or  Detective.) 

3.  Perform  the  initial  survey.  (Remember  “The  Escort.”  Use  this 
opportunity  to  develop  a  mental  image  of  the  event  and  “absorb” 
the  crime  scene.) 

4.  Ascertain  whether  or  not  any  fragile  evidence  is  present.  (Assure 
collection  of  these  items  before  any  contamination  or  loss.) 

5.  Prior  to  any  crime  scene,  process-Polaroid  the  scene.  These  be¬ 
come  “work  photos”  that  can  be  viewed  by  other  officers,  thereby 
limiting  crime  scene  intrusion. 


Secure  and  Protect  the  Crime  Scene  and  Area 


The  homicide  supervisor  or  the  investigator  should  stop  and  observe  the 
area  as  a  whole,  noting  everything  possible,  before  entering  the  actual 
crime  scene  for  a  detailed  examination.  The  cardinal  rule  in  homicide 
cases  is  to  protect  and  preserve  the  crime  scene.  The  first  police  represen¬ 
tative  at  the  crime  scene  is  usually  the  patrol  officer.  His  or  her  first 
responsibility  is  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  victim  is  alive.  Upon 
confirming  that  the  victim  is  dead,  an  assessment  is  then  made  to  deter¬ 
mine  boundaries. 

Practically  speaking,  at  this  stage  of  the  investigation,  it  is  next  to 
impossible  to  know  the  exact  boundaries  of  the  scene.  The  best  course  of 
action  for  the  officer  to  follow  is  as  follows: 

•  Clear  the  largest  area  possible.  The  scene  can  always  be  narrowed 

later. 

•  Make  a  quick  and  objective  evaluation  of  the  scene  based  on: 

•  Location  of  the  body 

•  Presence  of  any  physical  evidence 

•  Eyewitness  statements 

•  Presence  of  natural  boundaries  (a  room,  a  house,  a  hallway,  an 
enclosed  park) 

•  Keep  in  mind  the  possibility  of  a  multiple  series  of  crime  scenes 

If  the  crime  scene  is  indoors,  the  job  of  making  this  determination 
and  securing  the  scene  is  relatively  easy  to  accomplish.  If  the  scene  is 
outdoors,  the  determination  will  have  to  be  based  on  the  type  of  location, 
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Figure  5.3  Secure  entire  house.  An  excellent  method  is  to  secure  an  entire 
house  as  the  crime  scene.  In  this  investigation,  vital  evidence  of  bloody  footprints 
was  recovered  as  well  as  blood  droppings  by  the  injured  killer.  (Courtesy  of  Retired 
Detective  Sergeant  Kurt  Harrelson,  Thibodaux,  Louisiana  Police  Department.) 

pedestrian  and  vehicular  traffic,  crowds,  paths  of  entry  and  exit,  weather 
conditions,  and  many  other  factors  peculiar  to  that  specific  location  (Fig¬ 
ure  5.3  through  Figure  5.5). 

In  any  event,  the  First  Officer  should  not  examine  the  contents  of  the 
scene.  He  or  she  should  stabilize  the  scene  by  isolating  the  body  and 
immediate  area,  including  any  visible  evidence,  from  all  persons,  includ¬ 
ing  unnecessary  emergency  responders. 

Realistically  speaking,  various  units  and  additional  personnel  respond 
to  homicide  scenes.  The  toughest  job  confronting  the  First  Officers  is 
effectively  safeguarding  the  crime  scene  from  these  additional  police  offic¬ 
ers,  emergency  services  people,  and  other  officials.  Obviously,  certain 
personnel  must  enter  the  crime  scene  in  connection  with  their  official 
duties.  The  First  Officers,  who  are  safeguarding  the  crime  scene,  should 
identify  and  document  the  presence  of  these  officials  by  maintaining  a 
crime  scene  sign-in  procedure,  as  recommended  in  Practical  Homicide 
Investigation  (Geberth,  1996). 

The  purpose  of  having  a  crime  scene  sign-in  (Figure  5.6)  procedure 
is  to  assure  crime  scene  integrity  and  prevent  unauthorized  personnel 
from  engaging  in  what  I  refer  to  as  “crime  scene  sightseeing.”  During  my 
38  years  of  experience,  I  have  come  to  realize  that  “If  anything  can  go 
wrong,  it  will  go  wrong  at  the  crime  scene.” 
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Figure  5.4  Outdoor  crime  scene.  The  first  responding  officers  at  this  location 
took  the  entire  square  block  surrounding  the  church  and  rectory  at  the  scene  of 
a  double  homicide.  A  trail  of  blood  leading  from  the  scene  to  the  suspect's  house 
was  protected  from  contamination  and  loss.  (Courtesy  of  Detective  Ken  Espinoza, 
Pueblo,  Colorado  Police  Department.) 

This  is  especially  true  at  incidents  that  receive  an  inordinate  amount 
of  media  attention.  It  seems  as  if  every  official  and  brother  and  sister  feel 
the  need  to  “show  their  presence”  at  the  scene.  My  solution  to  this  often¬ 
times  impossible  situation  is  quite  simple.  I  suggest  that  the  First  Officers 
establish  two  crime  scenes: 

1.  The  first  or  primary  crime  scene  is  the  location  where  the  body 
is  found  or  where  the  actual  event  occurred,  or  the  area  where  you 
expect  to  recover  physical  evidence.  This  is  the  real  crime  scene. 

2.  The  second  or  secure  area  crime  scene  is  an  area  set  aside  from 
the  general  public.  This  allows  an  area  for  all  those  special  dig¬ 
nitaries  and  high-ranking  guests  who  arrive.  It  also  gives  them 
an  opportunity  to  violate  at  least  one  police  line  in  order  to 
“validate”  their  importance.  It  will  also  keep  them  within  an  area 
where  they  will  be  out  of  the  way  of  actual  crime  scene  operations, 
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Figure  5.5  Crime  Scene.  The  authorities  in  this  case  had  a  murder  with  a  crime 
scene  that  extended  from  one  house  to  another,  with  a  large  yard  between  them. 
The  first  responders  secured  the  entire  area.  (Courtesy  of  the  Kansas  Bureau  of 
Investigation.) 

and  this  will  preclude  further  contamination  by  official  presence. 
This  area  can  be  called  a  “security  zone.” 

In  conclusion,  the  police  officer  responding  to  or  confronted  by  the 
homicide  crime  scene  should  prepare  to  take  the  five  basic  steps  recom¬ 
mended  in  Practical  Homicide  Investigation  upon  arrival  —  ADAPT: 

A  —  Arrest  the  perpetrator,  if  possible. 

D  —  Detain  and  identify  witnesses  and  suspects  for  follow-up  inves¬ 
tigators. 

A  —  Assess  the  crime  scene.  (What  can  I  or  my  partner  control?) 

P  —  Protect  the  crime  scene. 

T  —  Take  notes  (document  the  scene  and  activities  therein). 


Specific  Duties  of  First  Officers 

There  are  a  number  of  specific  duties  to  which  the  First  Officer  will  need 
to  attend.  These  specific  duties  concern  the  following: 

The  suspect  in  custody 
Transporting  the  suspect 
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Crime  Scene  Sign-In 
(To  be  posted  at  the  crime  scene  perimeter) 


Name _ Date  &  Time _ Agency/Dept. 


Officer-in-Charge 


<&P.HI.  frxvwtigalive  Cansulunls,foc.  Vtmon  J.  Gtbath 

Figure  5.6  Crime  scene  sign-in  sheet. 

Examination  of  the  suspect  for  evidence 

The  dying  declaration 

The  victim  removed  to  the  hospital 

The  victim  pronounced  dead  at  the  hospital 

The  officer’s  duties  at  the  hospital 

The  victim  confirmed  dead  at  the  scene 

Handling  witnesses  at  the  scene 

Additional  officers  at  the  scene 

Handling  news  media  personnel  at  the  scene 

The  documentation  of  events  by  the  First  Officer 

For  further  in-depth  information  on  these  duties,  the  author  refers 
the  reader  to  Chapter  3  in  Geberth  (1996,  pp.  55-68). 

The  Changing  Sequence  of  Command 

All  officers  should  be  aware  of  the  changing  sequence  of  command  at 
homicide  crime  scenes.  The  first  officer  on  the  scene  is  in  command  until 
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a  uniformed  officer  of  higher  rank,  or  an  investigator,  arrives  on  the  scene. 
The  ranking  uniformed  man  will  be  in  charge  until  the  arrival  of  his 
superiors  or  an  investigator.  As  soon  as  the  investigator  arrives,  he  will 
assume  command  from  that  point  forward.  An  investigator  of  superior 
rank,  in  turn,  will  supersede  him.  Department  regulations  should  provide 
for  such  shifts  of  command  in  these  situations  so  as  to  avoid  conflict  and 
maintain  a  professional  investigation. 

Patrol  Officer's  Checklist 

As  a  practical  matter,  the  First  Officer’s  responsibilities  in  the  preliminary 
investigation  of  homicide  are  divided  into  three  specific  duties: 

1.  Preserve  life 

2.  Arrest  the  suspect 

3.  Protect  the  scene 

The  officer  should  record  all  homicide  information  in  his  memo  book 
or  notebook  as  soon  as  possible,  preferably  as  it  is  obtained.  This  book 
should  be  retained  for  later  court  purposes  and  shown  to  the  investigator 
when  he  arrives  at  the  scene.  All  dead-body  calls  should  be  handled  as 
homicides  in  this  preliminary  stage. 

I  have  provided  the  following  checklist  of  First  Officer  duties  in  order 
to  assist  the  officer  at  the  scene  in  refreshing  his  memory  as  to  what  vital 
information  he  should  secure.  Some  of  the  information  in  this  chapter 
may  seem  repetitive.  It  is  meant  to  be.  Based  on  my  experience,  some 
elements  of  investigatory  procedure  need  to  be  reinforced  by  repetition. 

Initial  Call/Receipt  of  Information 

□  Record  exact  time  and  type  of  call  patrol  unit  received.  (In  systems 
using  modern  computerized  and  recorded  radio  transmissions, 
unit  can  check  with  Communications.) 

□  If  first  notification  is  received  in  person,  detain  this  person  for 
investigators.  If  unable  to  detain  for  some  reason,  obtain  sufficient 
identification  and  information  for  follow-up  investigator. 

Arrival  at  the  Homicide  Crime  Scene 

□  Record  the  exact  time  of  your  arrival  and  notify  Communications 
that  you  are  on  the  scene. 
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□  Enter  the  immediate  crime  scene  area  to  view  the  victim.  (Only 
one  officer  should  enter  the  scene,  unless  the  call  is  an  emergency 
call  and  the  offender  may  still  be  on  the  scene.  Use  only  one  path 
of  entry  and  exit.  Determine  if  victim  is  alive  or  dead. 

□  Arrest  the  perpetrator  if  present. 

□  If  there  is  a  possibility  of  life,  summon  ambulance  and  apply 
appropriate  first-aid  procedures. 

□  If  circumstances  indicate  the  victim  is  near  death  or  dying,  attempt 
to  obtain  a  dying  declaration. 

□  If  ambulance  crew  is  present  before  your  arrival,  determine  if  the 
crew  or  anyone  else  moved  the  body  or  any  items  within  the  crime 
scene.  If  there  were  any  items  moved,  record  the  following: 

□  What  alterations  were  made? 

□  When  were  the  alterations  made? 

□  What  was  the  purpose  of  the  movement? 

□  Who  made  the  alteration? 

□  Record  the  names,  serial  numbers,  and  hospital  of  ambulance  crew 
present  at  the  scene. 

□  If  the  victim  is  dead,  record  the  official  time  of  pronouncement 
by  ambulance  attendant. 

□  If  suspect  has  just  fled  the  scene,  initiate  a  wanted  alarm. 

□  Record  any  alterations  to  the  crime  scene  that  were  made  as  a 
matter  of  investigative  necessity.  For  example: 

□  Lights  turned  on  or  off 

□  Door  opened,  closed,  locked,  or  unlocked 

□  Body  moved  or  cut  down 

□  Windows  opened,  closed,  locked,  or  unlocked 

□  Furniture  moved,  anything  touched 

□  Gas  turned  off,  appliances  turned  off,  motor  of  vehicle  on  or  off 

Protection  of  the  Crime  Scene 

□  Attempt  to  assess  the  entire  crime  scene,  including  paths  of  entry 
and  exit,  and  any  areas  that  may  include  evidence.  (Remember  the 
possibility  of  multiple  crime  scenes.) 

□  Establish  a  perimeter,  secure  and  protect  the  scene  by  isolation 
and  physical  barriers  (such  as  ropes,  cones,  and  other  equipment) 
as  necessary. 

□  Record  names,  addresses,  dates  of  birth,  and  telephone  numbers, 
etc.  of  all  persons  present  at  the  crime  scene. 

□  Remove  all  persons  from  the  immediate  area.  (Be  careful  not  to 
chase  off  witnesses  or  the  perpetrator,  who  may  still  be  present.) 
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□  If  victim  is  removed  from  the  scene  by  ambulance,  an  officer 
should  accompany  the  victim  to  the  hospital,  riding  in  rear  with 
victim  (for  possible  dying  declaration). 

□  An  officer  should  remain  at  the  scene  to  provide  for  its  security. 

□  If  the  victim’s  clothes  are  removed  at  the  hospital,  an  officer  should 
maintain  control.  (Victim’s  clothes  are  evidence.) 

□  Request  additional  units  as  needed  to  protect  the  scene. 

□  If  it  is  necessary  that  a  clergyman  or  doctor  enter  the  scene,  have 
an  officer  accompany  him  through  the  designated  path  of  entry, 
and  caution  this  person  about  contamination  and  alteration. 

Notifications 

□  Make  notifications  by  telephone,  if  possible.  (Police  radios  are 
often  monitored  by  the  press.) 

□  Never,  unless  absolutely  necessary,  use  a  telephone  inside  the  crime 
scene.  Such  necessity  would  involve  a  life-or-death  situation,  the 
need  for  immediate  transmission  of  alarms,  or  circumstances  that 
require  you  to  answer  the  phone,  etc. 

□  Notify  the  investigators  or  homicide  division. 

□  Record  the  time  of  notification,  and  who  was  notified. 

□  Establish  a  temporary  headquarters  out  of  the  central  crime  scene 
(preferably  a  location  with  two  phones:  one  for  incoming,  one  for 
outgoing). 

□  Broadcast  any  alarms  for  suspects  or  descriptions  of  perpetrators 
from  the  command  post  to  guarantee  uniformity  and  possibility 
of  verification. 

□  Notify  Communications  of  the  telephone  numbers  of  the  com¬ 
mand  post  to  facilitate  communications  between  the  various  units. 

Preliminary  Investigation 

□  Initiate  and  maintain  a  chronological  log  recording  the  names, 
shield  numbers,  and  commands  of  any  police  officers  entering  the 
crime  scene.  In  addition,  record  the  names,  addresses,  etc.  of  any 
civilians  who  may  have  to  enter,  as  well  as  names,  titles,  and  serial 
numbers  of  any  ambulance  personnel.  This  log  should  reflect  entry 
and  exit  of  any  person  who  enters  the  crime  scene. 

□  Isolate  and  separate  witnesses  or  suspects.  Do  not  permit  any 
conversations  relative  to  the  crime.  Hold  witnesses  and  suspects 
for  the  investigators. 

□  Establish  a  path  of  entry  and  exit  based  on  observation  of  the  scene. 
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□  For  any  civilians  at  the  scene,  record  identifying  information  and 
their  knowledge  of  the  crime. 

□  Do  not  touch,  move,  or  alter  anything  in  the  scene.  If  you  do,  record  it. 

□  Do  not  smoke  in  the  crime  scene. 

□  Do  not  flush  toilets  or  run  tap  water  in  sinks  or  bathtubs.  If  this 
has  been  done,  record  it. 

□  Refer  all  newspaper  and  media  inquiries  to  the  investigators. 

□  Stand  by  for  investigators,  and  assist  them  as  required. 

□  Advise  and  inform  investigators  of  all  that  has  transpired  since 
arrival  of  first  officer. 

Suspect  in  Custody 

□  Determine  if  the  suspect  is  armed  (search  for  weapons).  If  a  weap¬ 
on  is  recovered,  record  a  description  and  location.  Maintain  cus¬ 
tody  pending  arrival  of  investigators  who  will  instruct  as  to 
vouchering  and  disposition. 

□  Flandcuff  suspect,  and  isolate  him  or  her  from  any  witnesses  and 
associates.  (Use  rear  handcuff  method.) 

□  If  suspect  is  arrested  outside  the  crime  scene,  do  not  return  him  or 
her  to  the  scene. 

□  If  suspect  is  arrested  inside  the  crime  scene,  remove  him  or  her 
immediately.  (Remember  scene  contamination.) 

□  Note  and  preserve  any  evidence  found  on  the  suspect,  and  advise 
investigators. 

□  Do  not  permit  the  suspect  to  wash  hands  or  use  the  toilet.  (You 
may  lose  evidence.) 

□  Do  not  permit  any  conversation  between  suspect  and  any  other 
parties. 

□  Do  not  initiate  any  interrogation  (wait  for  the  investigators);  al¬ 
though  in  certain  types  of  homicides,  the  First  Officer  will  take  state¬ 
ments.  Make  sure,  however,  that  the  suspect  has  been  warned  of  his 
rights  before  taking  any  statement.  As  a  general  rule,  no  interrogation. 

□  Carefully  record  all  spontaneous  statements  (Res  gestae  rule). 

□  Observe  and  record  behavior  of  the  suspect  (e.g.,  nervous,  erratic, 
emotional,  unemotional,  drunk,  under  influence  of  drugs,  any 
unusual  behavior). 

Suicide  and  Accidental  Deaths 

□  If  death  appears  to  be  suicidal  or  accidental,  handle  as  a  homicide, 
pending  arrival  of  investigators. 
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□  Secure  immediate  scene,  and  detain  witnesses. 

□  Preserve  all  evidence,  e.g.,  notes,  weapons,  pills,  vials,  drugs,  in 
their  original  positions. 

□  Notify  investigators. 

□  If  vehicles  are  involved,  do  not  allow  removal  until  photos  have 
been  taken  by  crime  scene  technicians. 

□  If  suicide  is  by  hanging,  and  death  is  evident,  do  not  cut  body  down. 

□  If  body  is  cut  down  because  death  is  not  evident,  make  cut  above 
the  knot. 

□  If  relatives  are  present,  get  any  background  information  that  may 
assist  investigators. 


Preliminary  Investigation  at  the  Scene 
The  Detectives 

The  purpose  of  this  section  is  to  provide  the  homicide  investigator  or 
detective  with  flexible  guidelines  to  follow  in  the  preliminary  investigation 
of  death.  The  principles  set  forth  in  this  section  are  intended  to  help  the 
detective  and  chief  investigator  at  the  homicide  crime  scene  to  systemat¬ 
ically  check  and  review  all  the  facts  applicable  to  the  investigation.  How¬ 
ever,  for  more  thorough  and  in-depth  information  on  these  duties,  see 
Geberth  (1996,  Chapters  4  and  5,  pp.  69-125). 

Initial  Receipt  of  Information 

Homicide  investigation  is  probably  the  most  exacting  task  confronting 
the  criminal  investigator.  It  begins  with  the  initial  notification  that  a 
homicide  has  occurred.  Investigators  are  rarely  the  first  officers  at  the 
scene  of  a  homicide.  The  body  is  usually  discovered  by  friends,  relatives, 
or  citizens  who,  in  turn,  notify  the  police  or  call  for  an  ambulance.  The 
notification  to  detectives  or  investigators  is  usually  made  through  depart¬ 
ment  channels. 

The  response  of  the  homicide  investigator  and  detective  supervisor 
must  be  methodical.  In  order  not  to  overlook  the  obvious,  basic  details 
should  be  recorded.  I  personally  recommend  that  the  investigator  start  a 
separate  steno  pad  or  notebook  for  use  in  each  homicide  investigation. 

The  first  entry  should  be  the  receipt  of  information  that  a  homicide 
has  occurred,  including  the  following: 

□  Date  and  time  of  notification 

□  Method  of  transmission,  e.g.,  telephone,  radio,  or  in  person 
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□  Name,  rank,  shield  number,  and  other  data  identifying  the  person 
reporting  the  information  to  detectives 

□  Complete  details  of  the  information  and  event 

Arrival  at  the  Scene 

When  the  investigator  arrives  at  the  scene,  the  following  should  be  noted: 

□  Time  of  arrival 

□  The  exact  address  of  the  scene 

□  Persons  present  (officers,  ambulance  or  medical  people,  relatives, 
friends,  etc.) 

□  The  condition  and  position  of  the  body  (personally  verify  death; 
see  Chapter  2,  “First  Officer’s  Duties  on  Arrival  at  the  Scene”  in 
Chapter  2  of  Practical  Homicide  Investigation) 

□  Information  concerning  death 

□  Weather  conditions 

□  Outside  lighting  conditions  in  nighttime  situations 

□  Points  of  observation  (locations  where  persons,  such  as  the  local 
busybody,  could  have  observed  what  happened) 

In  addition,  the  investigator  should  stop  and  observe  the  area  as  a 
whole,  noting  everything  possible,  before  entering  the  actual  crime 
scene  for  detailed  examination.  Only  the  investigator  and  detective 
supervisor  should  enter  the  homicide  crime  scene  with,  of  course,  the 
exception  of  the  first  officers,  and  even  then,  only  to  confirm  death  and 
observe  scene  conditions. 

The  Initial  Survey 

The  primary  focus  in  this  operation  is  to  personally  verify  and  confirm 
death.  The  initial  survey  or  preliminary  “walk-through”  is  crucial  in  estab¬ 
lishing  the  hypothesis  and  evaluating  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  crime 
scene,  including  the  location  of  any  fragile  evidence  that  might  be  lost, 
altered,  or  destroyed.  During  this  phase,  you  can  make  a  determination 
of  what  equipment  and  personnel  you  will  require,  as  well  as  what  possible 
methods  and  techniques  might  be  employed  in  the  collection  of  this 
evidence.  A  procedure  that  I  have  found  to  be  effective  is  to  photograph 
the  crime  scene  upon  arrival.  This  can  be  done  with  a  Polaroid,  digital, 
or  instamatic  camera  with  built-in  flash,  available  at  the  homicide  office 
and  maintained  for  crime  scene  use.  These  preliminary  photographs  are 
“work  photos”  that  can  be  viewed  by  other  investigators  and  personnel 
who  arrive  at  the  crime  scene  later  during  the  process.  The  work  photos 
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cut  down  on  the  type  of  crime  scene  contamination  that  usually  takes 
place  as  additional  personnel  unnecessarily  enter  the  crime  scene  to  view 
the  body  or  gather  information. 

Furthermore,  photos  taken  during  this  preliminary  phase  represent 
a  priceless  record  of  how  the  scene  appeared  when  the  first  investigator 
arrived.  The  crime  scene  photographer  will  take  a  number  of  photo¬ 
graphs  of  the  homicide  crime  scene  that  will  be  submitted  into  evidence 
for  prosecution. 

Crime  Scene  Photographs 

Crime  scene  photographs  are  permanent  and  comprehensive  pieces  of 
evidence  that  may  be  presented  in  a  court  of  law  to  prove  or  disprove  a 
fact  in  question.  During  the  preliminary  stage  of  a  homicide  investigation, 
it  is  impossible  to  determine  all  of  the  things  that  may  become  relevant 
or  important.  Therefore,  it  is  imperative  that  photos  be  taken  of  the  entire 
area  and  location  where  the  crime  took  place,  including  any  sites  contig¬ 
uous  with  the  original  crime. 

Remember,  you  only  get  one  shot  at  the  homicide  crime  scene,  so 

obtain  as  much  information  and  documentation  as  possible. 

The  Value  of  Crime  Scene  Photographs 

The  old  adage,  “One  picture  is  worth  a  thousand  words,”  is  certainly 
appropriate  when  considering  the  value  of  crime  scene  photography. 
Although  an  investigator  can  verbally  describe  the  homicide  crime  scene, 
photographs  are  able  to  present  the  same  facts  in  a  more  accurate  and 
easily  understood  manner.  In  addition,  photography  enables  the  investi¬ 
gator  to  stop  the  clock  at  any  given  instant  and  obtain  a  durable  record 
that  remains  long  after  other  more  fragile  evidence  has  dissipated.  From 
an  investigative  point  of  view,  crime  scene  photographs  are  practical  and 
valuable  tools  that  can: 

1.  Pictorially  recreate  the  original  crime  scene 

2.  Refresh  the  investigator’s  memory  and  recall  significant  details  that 
may  have  been  overlooked  or  forgotten 

3.  Review  particular  aspects  of  the  case 

4.  Provide  a  new  slant  on  the  case 

5.  Refresh  the  memories  of  witnesses 

6.  Illustrate  details  of  a  scene  and  the  relationships  of  objects  to  the 
crime 

7.  Provide  proof  of  injury  or  wound 

8.  Make  comparisons 

9.  Brief  newly  assigned  investigators 
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10.  Convey  the  crime  scene  and  circumstances  of  the  crime  to  a  jury 
and  serve  as  a  visible  piece  of  evidence 

Photos  should  be  taken  of  the  entire  area  and  location  where  the 
homicide  took  place: 

•  Photos  of  contiguous  areas 

•  Photos  of  witnesses  (if  applicable),  e.g.,  crowds 

•  Photos  of  suspects  (clothing  and  injuries) 

•  In  situ  photographs  of  evidence 

Admissibility  of  Photographic  Evidence 

The  homicide  investigator  should  have  an  understanding  of  the  tech¬ 
niques  and  legal  requirements  necessary  to  ensure  that  the  crime  scene 
photos  will  be  admissible  in  court. 

The  basic  premise  involved  in  crime  scene  photography  is  that  the 
photographs  are  a  true  representation  of  the  homicide  crime  scene  as  it 
was  at  the  time  the  incident  was  reported.  Therefore,  before  a  detailed 
examination  of  the  crime  scene  is  undertaken,  and  before  any  items  are 
moved  or  even  touched,  the  crime  scene  must  be  photographed. 

Remember,  do  not  draw  any  chalk  lines  or  place  markers  in  the  crime 
scene  until  an  original  photograph  can  be  obtained  that  depicts  the  scene 
as  it  was  when  the  police  first  arrived. 

The  photographer  should  show  the  relationship  of  one  object  to 
another  by  moving  from  the  general  to  the  specific.  Several  photos  of 
the  general  view  should  be  taken  at  eye  level  in  a  clockwise  direction  or 
from  each  point  of  the  compass  (north,  south,  east,  and  west).  The 
photographer  should  start  at  the  outside  perimeter  of  the  scene  and  work 
toward  the  central  scene.  In  addition,  the  photos  of  the  body  should 
indicate  its  position  in  relation  to  some  landmark  or  permanent  point 
of  reference.  The  entire  roll  of  film  should  be  exposed  in  each  investiga¬ 
tion.  Never  leave  partially  exposed  film  in  the  camera  for  another  inves¬ 
tigation  or  the  evidentiary  value  of  the  crime  scene  photographs  may  be 
jeopardized. 

Do  not  add  any  chalk  marks  or  markers  to  the  scene  before  a  long  shot 
and  close-up  detail  shot  are  obtained.  Defense  counsel  can  argue  that  the 
crime  scene  photographs  are  not  an  accurate  representation  of  the  scene 
as  it  was  upon  discovery  of  the  crime,  because  the  police  added  markers 
or  chalk  lines.  If  chalk  lines  or  markers  are  needed  to  pinpoint  the  location 
of  a  small  item,  such  as  bloodstains,  hair,  or  similar  articles,  photos  should 
first  be  taken  without  the  markers,  and  then  additional  photos  can  be 
taken  with  the  markers  (Figure  5.7  and  Figure  5.8). 
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Figure  5.7  Blood  at  crime  scene  (Photo  1).  The  crime  scene  detective  first 
photographed  the  blood  in  situ.  (Courtesy  of  Lieutenant  John  Fallon  and  Detective 
Richard  Peffall,  Montgomery  County,  Pennsylvania  Detectives.) 


Figure  5.8  Blood  at  crime  scene  (Photo  2).  The  crime  scene  detective  then 
added  the  marker  for  evidence.  (Courtesy  of  Lieutenant  John  Fallon  and  Detective 
Richard  Peffall,  Montgomery  County,  Pennsylvania  Detectives.) 
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The  number  of  photos  taken  is  usually  determined  by  the  case.  There 
is  no  limit  on  the  number  that  can  be  taken.  Practically  speaking,  it  is 
always  better  to  overshoot  a  scene  than  to  miss  vital  shots. 

As  each  photo  is  taken,  an  accurate  record  should  be  made  in  the 
investigator’s  notebook.  In  addition,  an  entry  should  be  made  on  an 
official  photo  log.  Some  agencies  maintain  logs  or  preprinted  forms  for 
use  at  crime  scenes  in  order  to  ensure  the  proper  documentation  of 
crime  scene  photographs.  In  any  event,  the  following  information 
should  be  recorded. 

Documentation  of  Crime  Scene  Photographs 

•  Date  and  time  photos  were  taken 

•  The  exact  location  where  photographs  were  taken 

•  A  brief  description  of  the  detail  being  photographed 

•  The  compass  direction  (north,  south,  east,  or  west) 

•  The  focus  distance 

•  Type  of  film  and  camera  utilized 

•  Any  special  equipment  utilized 

•  Lighting  and  weather  conditions 

•  Number  of  exposures 

•  Identity  of  the  photographer 

The  photographer  should  keep  possession  of  the  exposed  film  for 
delivery  to  the  laboratory  for  processing.  After  these  photos  are  developed, 
the  above  information  should  be  entered  on  the  back  of  each  photo  or 
on  an  appropriate  form  indicating  each  photo  by  number. 

A  comprehensive  log  is  necessary  to  ensure  the  admissibility  of  the 
crime  scene  photos  in  court.  The  log  includes  the  10  points  mentioned 
above,  as  well  as  the  chain  of  custody,  from  exposure  to  final  disposition 
and  storage  of  the  film  and  negatives. 

In  addition,  the  police  laboratory  should  keep  an  evidence  log  con¬ 
taining  the  following  information: 

1.  The  identity  of  the  individual  delivering  the  film  for  processing 
(name,  rank,  serial  number,  etc.) 

2.  Date  and  time  the  film  was  received  for  processing 

3.  Results  of  development 

4.  Number  of  prints  requested 

5.  Location  of  original  negatives 

6.  Identity  of  the  person  receiving  developed  prints  and  negatives,  if 
there  is  no  central  storage 
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In  the  event  that  a  commercial  laboratory  is  used  to  process  the  film, 
the  management  should  be  requested  to  cooperate  in  adhering  to  the 
rules  of  evidence  handling.  This  should  include  limiting  the  number  of 
personnel  handling  the  evidence  film,  as  well  as  guaranteeing  the  security 
of  the  film  and  negatives.  Needless  to  say,  the  commercial  firm  utilized 
to  process  any  evidentiary  material  should  be  a  reputable  establishment. 

Photographing  the  Homicide  Crime  Scene 

Recording  the  homicide  crime  scene  is  a  major  facet  of  the  investigation. 
It  is  extremely  important  that  this  be  accomplished  before  anything  is 
touched  or  moved  at  the  scene.  Also,  it  is  important  while  photographing 
the  scene  to  eliminate  persons  or  items  —  including  officers  and  police 
equipment  —  that  do  not  belong  in  the  scene. 

As  mentioned  earlier  in  the  chapter,  the  photographer  should  attempt 
to  show  the  relationships  of  objects  to  each  other  by  shooting  from  the 
general  to  the  specific,  he  or  she  should  take  several  photos  of  the  general 
view,  and  should  start  at  the  perimeter  and  work  toward  the  body.  This 
is  followed  by  taking  close-up  shots  of  the  body  and  any  significant  pieces 
of  physical  or  trace  evidence.  Important  items  of  evidence,  such  as  weap¬ 
ons,  should  be  photographed  as  they  appear  at  the  scene  (Figure  5.9  and 
Figure  5.10). 

Remember,  do  not  place  chalk  marks  or  markers  before  you  get  a  long 
shot  and  a  close-up  shot  of  the  body  and  any  other  evidence.* 

Describing  the  Crime  Scene 

A  compete  description  of  the  body  and  the  surrounding  area  should  be 
taken  during  this  preliminary  walkthrough.  (Although  some  of  the  points 
listed  may  seem  quite  obvious,  I  can  assure  you  from  my  own  experience 
that  the  obvious  is  sometimes  overlooked,  especially  during  this  initial 
phase  as  you  attempt  to  “cover  all  the  bases”)  Note  the  following: 

1.  Note  the  sex,  appearance,  age,  build,  color  of  hair  of  the  deceased, 
and  a  description  of  the  deceased’s  clothing. 

2.  Provide  evidence  of  injury  and  apparent  cause  of  death. 

3.  Are  the  bloodstains  wet  or  dry? 

4.  What  is  the  condition  of  the  body  (lividity,  rigor,  etc.)? 


*  Author’s  note:  For  more  thorough  and  in-depth  information  relative  to  crime  scene 
photography  and  the  duties  of  the  investigator,  including  videotaping,  refer  to  Practical 
Homicide  Investigation:  Tactics,  Procedures,  and  Forensic  Techniques,  3rd  ed.,  Chapter  6, 
1996,  pp.  127-148. 
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Figure  5.9  Crime  scene  photo.  This  photo  was  taken  before  adding  markers. 
(Courtesy  of  Detective  Scott  Mummert,  Chambersburg,  Pennsylvania  Police 
Department.) 

5.  Describe  the  color  of  the  blood  (bright  red  or  brown). 

6.  Note  any  tears  in  clothing  and  evidence  of  gunshot  or  stab  wounds. 

7.  Carefully  examine  the  hands.  Are  there  any  wounds  or  a  weapon? 

8.  Note  whether  or  not  there  is  any  jewelry  (rings,  watches,  gold 
chains,  etc.).  If  there  is  no  jewelry,  make  a  negative  notation.  The 
defense  has  been  known  to  resort  to  dirty  tactics  during  trials.  If 
they  can  make  you  appear  to  be  like  a  thief  to  discredit  your 
testimony,  they  will  do  it. 

9.  Describe  the  immediate  surroundings: 

a.  Position  of  body  in  relation  to  articles  in  the  room 

b.  Doors,  windows,  furniture,  etc. 

10.  If  a  weapon  is  nearby,  take  detailed  notes.  Do  not  handle. 

11.  Look  for  bullet  holes  or  fired  shells.  Note:  do  not  collect  at  this 
stage  of  the  investigation. 

12.  In  poison  and  drug-overdose  cases,  note  the  presence  of  drugs, 
bottles,  or  glasses. 
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Figure  5.10  Crime  scene  photo  with  markers.  This  photo  was  taken  to  show 
the  location  of  blood  drops  before  collection.  (Courtesy  of  Detective  Scott  Mum- 
mert,  Chambersburg,  Pennsylvania  Police  Department.) 


Implementing  Crime  Scene  Procedures 

The  first  thing  that  the  investigator  should  do  after  confirming  the  death 
and  conducting  the  initial  survey  is  to  take  charge  of  the  crime  scene.  The 
preliminary  investigation  at  the  crime  scene  is  the  most  important  and 
sensitive  aspect.  It  sets  the  tone  for  the  entire  process.  Therefore,  extreme 
care  must  be  exercised  to  preserve  and  protect  the  scene,  because  even 
the  smallest  detail  can  suddenly  assume  vital  importance  in  the  case. 
Failure  to  implement  proper  crime  scene  techniques  may  irreparably 
damage  the  investigation.  The  author  points  to  the  Jon  Benet  Ramsey 
case  as  an  example  of  this  type  of  error. 

In  the  JonBenet  Ramsey  case,  the  Boulder,  CO  police  were  dispatched 
to  the  Ramsey  household  on  a  report  of  a  possible  kidnapping.  When 
they  arrived,  they  were  advised  that  little  Jon  Benet  had  been  kidnapped, 
and  that  a  ransom  note  had  been  discovered  in  the  house.  The  initial 
responding  police  officers  never  thought  to  remove  family  members  from 
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the  house  or  conduct  a  thorough  search  of  the  premises  for  the  missing 
child.  The  fact  that  the  little  girl  was  missing,  and  there  was  an  alleged 
ransom  note  found  in  the  premises,  made  the  entire  house  a  crime  scene. 
No  crime  scene  was  established,  and  the  family  members  were  not  sepa¬ 
rated  and  individually  interviewed  relative  to  the  event.  Furthermore, 
neighbors  who  came  to  the  residence  were  allowed  entry,  and  many 
persons  came  and  went  from  the  premises,  which  should  have  been 
secured.  The  police  failed  to  conduct  a  thorough  search  of  the  premises 
for  the  missing  child.  Instead,  her  father  discovered  the  body  of  the  little 
girl  in  the  basement.  The  father  removed  the  body  from  the  basement 
and  brought  the  little  girl’s  body  upstairs,  where  it  was  moved  a  number 
of  times.  The  father  covered  the  body  of  the  little  girl  with  a  blanket.  To 
compound  this  series  of  errors,  the  female  detective  who  was  supposed 
to  be  guarding  the  scene  adjusted  the  blanket,  so  the  body  was  covered 
from  the  neck  down.  Someone  else  had  placed  a  sweatshirt  over  the 
exposed  feet.  The  father  of  the  victim  knelt  beside  his  daughter’s  body 
and  stroked  her  hair,  then  laid  down  and  put  his  arm  around  her.  The 
mother,  who  was  also  present,  fell  across  her  daughter’s  body,  which 
further  contaminated  the  scene  (Thomas  and  Davis,  2000). 

Inexcusably,  the  transient,  pattern,  conditional,  and  transfer  evidence 
was  effectively  compromised  by  these  errors,  and  to  this  day,  the  murder 
of  Jon  Benet  remains  unsolved. 

If  the  crime  scene  is  outdoors,  a  wide  area  surrounding  the  body 
should  be  cordoned  off  for  later  systematic  examination.  The  patrol 
officer  should  be  directed  to  isolate  the  body  and  secure  the  immediate 
surroundings  from  all  persons. 

If  the  crime  scene  is  indoors,  the  job  of  securing  the  location  is 
relatively  easy  to  accomplish.  It  may  be  as  simple  as  closing  the  door.  The 
biggest  problem  is  removing  unauthorized  persons  from  the  scene.  The 
investigation  should  begin  with  the  walkway  and  front  entrance  to  the 
structure.  These  areas  and  the  location  where  the  body  lies  should  be 
considered  part  of  the  scene  and  be  appropriately  secured.  The  homicide 
detective  should  determine  what  areas  are  to  be  included  and  excluded 
from  the  crime  scene  and  decide  whether  or  not  the  homicide  involves 
multiple  scenes. 

Direction  of  Uniform  Personnel  at  the  Scene 


The  detective  supervisor  and  homicide  detective  assigned  to  the  case  are 
in  complete  command  at  the  scene  of  the  homicide.  They  have  the  author¬ 
ity  to  exclude  everyone  —  including  other  police  officers,  the  news  media, 
and  any  unauthorized  persons.  Oftentimes,  follow-up  investigations  of 
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crime  scenes  disclose  that  valuable  evidence  was  destroyed  by  the  mere 
presence  of  police  personnel. 


Formulating  the  Crime  Scene  Search 

The  search  for  evidence  begins  with  isolation  and  protection  of  the  scene. 
The  searcher  must  ascertain  that  the  scene  is  intact  and  then  proceed  to 
reconstruct  the  events  that  have  transpired  since  his  or  her  arrival.  Obvi¬ 
ously,  the  best  places  for  obtaining  physical  evidence  are  nearest  to  where 
the  critical  incident  occurred,  such  as  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
homicide  victim.  However,  other  areas  related  to  the  primary  crime  scene 
must  not  be  overlooked. 

The  scope  of  the  search  is  usually  determined  by  a  hypothesis  agreed 
upon  by  investigators  based  on  their  initial  observations  of  the  scene.  The 
hypothesis  emerges  from  a  set  of  simple  assumptions  of  how  and  why  the 
homicide  occurred  and  the  sequence  of  events  that  followed.  This  hypoth¬ 
esis  is  utilized  to  guide  the  investigator  in  discovering  physical  evidence. 

However,  remember  that  anything  and  everything  may  be  evidence 
and  may  become  significant.  Therefore,  every  item  at  the  scene  must  be 
handled  as  evidence  until  determined  otherwise. 

The  investigators  must  keep  in  mind  that  their  hypothesis  is  provi¬ 
sional.  If  new  evidence  emerges  that  suggests  a  different  sequence  of 
events,  the  investigators  must  be  willing  to  reassess  and  modify  their 
hypothesis  as  the  new  facts  dictate.  I  have  been  at  many  different  scenes 
over  the  years  and  have  seen  initial  theories  or  hypotheses  change  over 
and  over  again.  The  key  to  success  in  this  phase  of  the  investigation  is 
flexibility.  Practically  speaking,  use  common  sense  in  this  process.  Do  not 
get  bogged  down  in  theory  and  hypothetical  speculation.  Many  times, 
the  answer  you  are  looking  for  is  right  in  front  of  your  nose.  The  problem 
is  that  with  all  the  events  going  on  at  the  scene,  and  some  of  the  person¬ 
alities  that  arrive  with  their  own  agendas,  it  is  sometimes  easy  to  miss  a 
simple  observation.  Your  instincts  should  not  be  discounted.  They  can 
bring  you  back  to  reality  or  direct  you  to  a  situation  that  would  otherwise 
have  slipped  by,  especially  in  staged  crimes  scenes  where  the  initial  pre¬ 
sentation  might  mislead  you. 

In  formulating  the  search  plan,  there  may  be  some  critical  areas  that 
you  will  want  to  cover  immediately,  or  there  may  be  some  question  as  to 
what  is  or  is  not  evidence.  Do  not  be  influenced  by  the  original  report,  the 
police  call,  or  any  initial  statements.  Note  this  initial  information,  and  then 
make  your  own  determination  based  on  the  total  information  available. 

Ask  yourself  the  following  questions: 
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1.  Is  the  manner  of  death: 

a.  Homicide 

b.  Suicide 

c.  Accident 

d.  Natural  causes 

2.  Do  the  facts,  the  scene,  the  statements,  and  physical  evidence 
support  this  explanation? 

3.  If  the  death  is  a  homicide: 

a.  What  is  the  cause  or  agency  of  death? 

b.  Is  the  homicide  excusable  or  justifiable? 

c.  Does  it  appear  that  any  effort  was  made  to  purposely  mislead 
the  police?  For  example: 

i.  A  simulated  burglary 

ii.  An  alleged  “home  invasion”  and  purported  sexual  assault 

iii.  An  arson 

iv.  Murder  made  to  look  like  suicide 

v.  Suicide  made  to  look  like  murder  (insurance  case) 

vi.  Murder  made  to  look  like  an  autoerotic  death 

d.  Is  there  more  than  one  possible  cause  of  death? 

e.  Are  the  witness  statements  consistent  with  the  facts? 

f.  Is  the  time  element  consistent  with  the  condition  of  the  scene? 

i.  Are  the  bloodstains  wet  or  dry? 

ii.  Is  the  serum  separating  from  the  blood? 

iii.  What  is  the  condition  of  the  body  (rigor  mortis,  livor  mor¬ 
tis,  algor  mortis,  etc.)? 

g.  Is  there  a  weapon  involved? 

i.  Was  more  than  one  weapon  used?  What  does  this  suggest? 

ii.  Are  the  wounds  consistent  with  the  suspected  weapon(s)? 

iii.  Is  the  weapon  from  the  premises? 

iv.  If  the  weapon  was  a  firearm: 

A.  Are  there  any  shell  casings  present? 

B.  Are  there  any  bullet  holes  or  spent  rounds  present  on 
the  ground,  the  walls,  the  ceiling,  etc? 

v.  Is  there  a  weapon  under  the  body? 

vi.  Was  the  deceased  armed? 

During  this  self-cross-examination,  do  not  make  any  final  evaluations 
because  you  are  merely  forming  a  hypothesis  to  assist  you  in  planning  the 
search.  However,  you  should  estimate  as  closely  as  possible  the  time  and 
place  of  the  homicide.  In  addition,  you  should  have  a  general  idea  of  how 
much  evidence  you  plan  to  collect.  During  this  stage,  you  will  be  depend¬ 
ing  on  hard  work,  common  sense,  and  keeping  an  open  mind. 
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The  Search 


The  most  practical  search  method  is  to  begin  at  the  point  where  the  body 
is  first  discovered  and  work  in  an  outward  direction  until  the  entire  room 
or  location  has  been  covered. 

Remember,  do  not  smoke  or  dispose  of  any  cigarettes,  cigars,  matches, 
gum  wrappers,  or  any  other  item  you  brought  into  the  scene  that  may  be 
confused  with  evidence  at  the  scene. 

Once  the  search  method  has  been  determined,  it  is  up  to  the  detective 
supervisor  to  coordinate  the  efforts  of  the  investigators  in  order  to  provide 
for  location  of  physical  or  trace  evidence,  systematized  search  techniques, 
a  chain  of  custody,  and  the  recording  of  evidence. 

The  search  should  begin  with  an  examination  for  latent  fingerprints 
—  before  any  item  is  touched  or  moved,  the  crime  scene  technician  should 
“dust”  for  prints.  The  supervisor  should  direct  this  phase  by  indicating 
what  areas  he  wants  examined.  If  possible,  an  attempt  is  made  to  deter¬ 
mine  points  of  entry  and  exit  for  latent  impressions.  In  addition,  any 
weapons  or  objects  that  were  apparently  handled  by  the  suspect,  as  well 
as  all  door  handles,  telephones,  windows,  glasses,  light  switches,  etc. 
should  be  dusted.  Special  attention  should  be  given  to  objects  that  may 
have  caused  death,  newly  damaged  areas,  or  items  apparently  missing 
from  their  original  location.  It  is  important  to  note  that  a  good  latent 
print  will  place  the  suspect  at  the  scene  (Figure  5.11  and  Figure  5.12). 


Figure  5.11  Lightbulb.  This  lightbulb  was  observed  lying  on  the  floor.  The 
offender  removed  this  lightbulb  to  darken  the  crime  scene.  He  inadvertently  left 
his  fingerprints  on  the  bulb.  (Courtesy  of  Detective  Scott  Mummert,  Chambers- 
burg,  Pennsylvania  Police  Department.) 
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Figure  5.12  Patent  print.  In  this  case,  the  offender,  whose  hands  were  covered 
with  blood  from  dissecting  the  victim's  body,  went  into  a  storage  room  and 
adjusted  the  lightbulb,  leaving  a  patent  print  in  blood  upon  it.  (Courtesy  of  Kansas 
Bureau  of  Investigation.) 

Remember,  it  is  your  case.  You  only  get  one  shot  at  the  crime  scene, 
so  make  sure  you  do  it  right  the  first  time. 

Direct  the  fingerprint  people.  If  you  do  not  direct  that  certain  areas 
be  dusted,  they  may  not  be.  Tell  the  crime  scene  people  or  technicians 
what  you  want,  and  then  make  sure  that  you  get  it.  All  visible  details 
should  be  observed  and  described  before  dusting  anything,  in  the  event 
that  something  might  have  to  be  moved.  Note  the  location  of  any  stains, 
weapons,  etc. 

During  the  initial  search,  each  possible  item  of  evidence  should  be 
measured  from  a  fixed  location  (see  Geberth,  1996,  “Preparing  the  Crime 
Scene  Sketch,”  in  Chapter  7).  The  measurements,  along  with  a  complete 
description,  should  be  entered  in  the  investigator’s  notebook.  This  infor¬ 
mation  should  also  be  recorded  on  the  crime  scene  sketch.  Any  latent 
prints  located  during  this  preliminary  dusting  should  first  be  photo¬ 
graphed  and  then  “lifted.”  The  photo  should  be  taken  with  an  identifying 
label  in  order  to  document  the  lift  in  case  the  lift  fails.  The  photo  can 
then  still  be  used  for  identification  and  comparison. 

Examination  of  the  Body  at  the  Scene 

The  actual  examination  of  the  body  should  not  begin  until  all  photographs 
and  sketches  are  completed.  In  addition,  a  complete  description  of  the 
body  as  well  as  any  clothing  must  be  obtained,  including  (Figure  5.13): 
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BodV  From  Body  Back 


Figure  5.13  Wound  chart. 

Sex 

Race 

Appearance 

Age 

Build 

Color  of  hair 

Evidence  of  injury  and  apparent  cause  of  death 
Condition  of  the  body  (rigor  mortis,  lividity,  etc.) 

Color  of  blood  (wet  or  dry?) 

Position  of  body  relative  to  objects  of  significance  at  the  location. 

The  investigator  should  then  concentrate  on  recording  a  complete 
description  of  the  clothing,  as  follows: 
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Position  of  clothes 

Condition  of  clothes  (buttoned,  unbuttoned,  twisted  sideways  or 
pulled  down,  inside  out,  zippered  or  unzippered) 

Damage  to  clothes  (rips,  tears,  cuts,  holes,  etc.) 

Stains  (blood,  saliva,  vomit,  semen,  phlegm,  urine,  or  feces)  —  Where 
are  they?  What  are  they?  Is  there  any  direction  of  flow? 

After  a  complete  description  of  the  clothing  and  any  significant  posi¬ 
tion,  condition,  damage,  or  stains  have  been  noted,  the  investigator  begins 
a  careful  examination  of  the  body,  starting  with  the  head  and  working 
down  to  the  legs.  This  description  will  necessitate  moving  the  body  to 
look  for  any  wounds  or  evidence  of  further  injuries  that  are  not  visible 
in  the  origin  position. 

1.  The  head: 

a.  Are  the  eyes  open  or  closed? 

b.  Is  the  mouth  open  or  closed? 

c.  What  is  the  position  of  the  head  in  relation  to  the  body? 

d.  What  is  the  color  of  the  skin  (lividity,  etc.)? 

e.  Is  there  any  blood  present?  (Describe) 

f.  Are  there  any  visible  wounds?  (Describe) 

g.  Is  there  any  foreign  material  on  the  head  (soil,  mud,  etc.)? 

h.  What  is  the  condition  of  the  deceased’s  hair  (neat  or  messy)? 

i.  Any  phlegm,  saliva,  or  vomit  present? 

2.  The  trunk: 

a.  The  position  of  the  trunk  (twisted  or  bent  over,  on  side  or 
back,  etc.) 

b.  Any  injuries  (Describe) 

c.  Presence  of  any  stains  (blood,  semen,  vomit,  etc.) 

d.  Presence  of  any  hairs  or  fibers 

e.  Presence  of  any  foreign  substances  on  the  trunk  (soil,  mud, 
grease,  tar,  paint,  etc.) 

3.  Arms  and  legs: 

a.  Position  of  each  arm  and  leg 

b.  Presence  of  any  injuries 

c.  Presence  of  any  stains 

d.  Any  foreign  matter  on  the  legs  or  arms? 

e.  Are  there  any  defense  wounds  on  the  hands,  arms,  legs,  or  feet? 

Remember  to  note  the  presence  or  absence  of  any  jewelry  (rings, 
watches,  etc.)  on  the  body,  including  any  marks  on  the  body  indicating 
that  such  objects  have  been  worn. 
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Figure  5.14  Crime  scene  process.  This  is  an  excellent  procedure  to  follow. 
After  you  have  taken  the  crime  scene  photos,  outline  the  original  location  and 
position  of  the  body  on  the  carpet  or  rug.  The  laboratory  can  then  focus  its 
recovery  efforts  on  this  portion  of  the  rug.  In  this  case,  an  additional  nine  hairs 
were  recovered.  (Courtesy  of  Detective  Sergeant  Alan  Patton,  Grand  Prairie,  Texas 
Police  Department.) 

In  most  cases,  it  is  good  to  bag  the  hands  of  the  deceased  with  paper 
bags.  This  will  preserve  any  trace  evidence  that  may  be  found  under  the 
fingernails  during  autopsy.  A  paper  bag  is  used  because  plastic  tends  to 
accelerate  putrefaction,  especially  if  there  is  any  blood  on  the  hands.  In 
addition,  plastic  does  not  allow  the  skin  to  “breathe”  and  may  even  change 
the  chemical  composition  of  certain  trace  evidence. 

The  area  under  the  body  must  be  carefully  examined,  bearing  in  mind 
that  extensive  bleeding  may  create  pooling,  which  conceals  bullets,  car¬ 
tridge  casings,  or  other  small  items  of  evidence.  If  the  body  has  been  lying 
on  soft  earth,  bullets  may  be  embedded  in  the  soil.  If  any  such  items  are 
found,  they  should  be  photographed  in  the  position  in  which  found 
before  being  collected  and  marked  (Figure  5.14). 

Remember  that  appropriate  notations  should  be  made  on  the  crime 
scene  sketch  and  in  the  investigator’s  notebook. 

Release  of  the  Body 

The  body  should  not  be  moved  until  completion  of  the  preliminary 
investigation  at  the  scene.  The  medical  examiner  or  coroner,  if  respond- 
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ing,  should  have  the  opportunity  to  view  the  body  in  its  original  position. 
This  can  be  very  helpful  to  these  officials  in  carrying  out  their  responsi¬ 
bilities.  After  the  homicide  investigator  and  medical  examiners  have  com¬ 
pleted  their  work  at  the  scene  and  details  are  noted,  the  question  arises 
as  to  when  the  body  can  and  should  be  released. 

This  decision  is  critical.  Because  the  consequences  of  the  decision  are 
irrevocable,  removal  should  only  be  undertaken  after  due  consideration 
of  several  factors: 

1.  Before  the  body  is  removed,  it  should  be  wrapped  in  a  clean  sheet 
to  preserve  any  evidence  or  residue  for  later  analysis. 

2.  If  the  medical  examiner  is  not  going  to  conduct  an  immediate 
autopsy  and  the  body  will  be  lying  in  the  morgue  until  the  follow¬ 
ing  day,  there  should  be  no  rush  to  remove  the  body,  particularly 
in  cases  of  apparent  homicide  where  there  are  no  witnesses  and 
no  named  perpetrator  or  arrests.  If  the  body  is  not  in  a  public 
place,  the  location  can  easily  be  secured.  The  reason  for  this  pro¬ 
cedure  is  that  information  may  come  to  light  during  the  canvass 
or  while  talking  to  witnesses  at  the  station  house  that  may  require 
some  additional  photos  or  other  police  procedure  with  respect  to 
the  body.  If  the  body  has  been  removed  hastily,  this  opportunity 
will  be  lost. 

3.  If  an  immediate  autopsy  is  to  be  conducted  by  the  medical  exam¬ 
iner,  then  the  removal  should  be  directed  only  after  conferring  with 
the  investigators  doing  the  canvass  and  the  interviewing  teams  at 
the  station  house  to  determine  if  there  is  any  new  information  that 
may  require  additional  things  be  done  with  the  body. 

4.  If  the  body  is  in  a  public  place  and  the  medical  examiner  has 
completed  his  scene  examination  and  the  crime  scene  work  has 
been  accomplished,  the  detective  supervisor  can  release  the  body, 
usually  after  checking  with  his  detectives  at  the  station  house  and 
with  the  officers  doing  the  canvass. 

5.  If  the  body  is  in  a  public  place  and  the  medical  examiner  is  not 
responding,  the  chief  investigator  will  authorize  the  removal  after 
the  crime  scene  work  has  been  completed. 

6.  As  previously  discussed,  under  conditions  of  violent  crowds  or  pub¬ 
lic  disorders,  etc.,  the  body  may  have  to  be  removed  immediately. 

The  Scene 

A  technique  that  I  have  found  useful  is  to  have  someone  who  is  thoroughly 
familiar  with  the  scene  go  over  it  with  you,  bit  by  bit,  first  visually  and 
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then  physically,  being  careful  not  to  touch  any  items.  This  person  can 
identify  the  usual  positions  of  objects  in  the  scene.  You  can  then  get  a 
complete  inventory  on  the  spot.  Instruct  them  to  take  their  time,  and  ask 
if  they  recognize  any  inconsistencies  or  “foreign”  material  present.  Have 
them  point  out  the  usual  position  of  drapes,  curtains,  blinds,  pictures, 
statues,  ashtrays,  etc.  Obtain  a  detailed  report.  You  may  even  want  them 
to  examine  the  scene  along  with  an  investigator  so  that  they  may  point 
out  new  stains,  signs  of  disorder,  or  any  factor  inconsistent  with  the 
lifestyle  of  the  deceased. 

The  ideal  situation  in  any  crime  scene  search  is  to  have  one  officer 
designated  the  “searching  officer,”  whose  responsibility  is  to  search  and 
take  evidence  into  custody.  Other  homicide  detectives  can  assist  by  taking 
notes  of  locations  where  objects  are  found  and  by  even  participating  in 
follow-up  searches.  However,  these  officers  assisting  the  searching  officer 
should  not  handle  any  evidence.  Instead,  they  can  alert  the  searching 
officer,  who  will  take  significant  evidence  into  custody.  This  procedure 
limits  the  chain  of  custody  and  makes  the  recording  of  evidence  more 
uniform  and  professional. 

Because  items  tend  to  fall  to  the  ground,  especially  in  a  violent  struggle 
or  confrontation,  the  floor  is  the  best  place  to  begin  the  search  after 
examining  the  body.  As  the  search  progresses,  the  investigators  may  move 
from  the  floor  or  ground  to  waist  height,  and  from  waist  height  to  ceiling. 
The  areas  to  be  searched  depend  on  the  type  of  homicide.  If  the  homicide 
is  the  result  of  a  robbery  or  burglary,  you  will  want  to  check  the  entire 
apartment  or  house  for  locations  where  the  intruder  “searched”  for  valu¬ 
ables.  If  the  homicide  was  the  result  of  a  shooting,  you  will  want  to  check 
the  walls  and  ceiling  for  any  bullet  holes  or  spent  rounds;  carpeting  or 
rugs  should  also  be  rolled  back  or  lifted  up  for  examination. 

If  the  murderer  “cleaned  up”  after  the  crime,  you  must  examine  such 
additional  locations  as  sinks  and  sink  traps  or  garbage  areas.  If  there  are 
narcotics  involved,  you  might  have  to  locate  a  “stash”  or  secret  hiding 
place.  The  murderer  may  have  fixed  something  to  eat  or  may  have  taken 
something  from  a  refrigerator.  Did  the  killer  turn  the  light  off  or  on?  Does 
the  scene  give  an  appearance  of  being  ransacked?  Was  the  door  unlocked 
or  locked?  Are  the  windows  open  or  closed?  Where  is  the  point  of  entry? 
These  are  all  questions  you  should  ask  yourself  (Figure  5.15  through 
Figure  5.18). 

Remember  the  Theory  of  Exchange  and  Transfer.  Locations  where 
any  physical  or  trace  evidence  may  be  found  depend  on  the  individual 
crime  and  the  actions  of  the  suspect  or  suspects  at  the  scene,  and  they 
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Figure  5.15  Suspect  used  bathroom.  The  suspect,  who  cut  himself  when  he 
murdered  his  victim,  cleaned  up  in  the  bathroom.  He  left  blood  on  the  floor  in 
front  of  the  sink  and  a  bloody  palmprint  on  the  cold  water  faucet.  (Courtesy 
of  Retired  Detective  Sergeant  Kurt  Harrelson,  Thibodaux,  Louisiana  Police 
Department.) 


Figure  5.16  Evidence  from  refrigerator  (Photo  1).  This  case  involved  a  rape  and 
lust  murder.  The  perpetrator  stabbed  his  victim  multiple  times.  Upon  completing 
his  assault,  he  went  into  the  refrigerator  to  get  a  cold  beer.  He  had  to  move  the 
wine  box  to  get  to  the  beer.  His  bloody  hands  left  a  perfect  set  of  latent  prints 
on  the  wine  box,  which  placed  him  at  the  crime  scene.  (Courtesy  of  Detective 
Alan  Patton,  Grand  Prairie,  Texas  Police  Department;  photo  by  Evidence  Tech¬ 
nician  Don  Swanz.) 
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Figure  5.17  Evidence  from  refrigerator  (Photo  2).  In  the  case  in  Figure  5.16,  a 
perfect  set  of  latent  prints  left  by  the  perpetrator  is  shown  on  the  wine  box, 
placing  him  at  the  crime  scene.  (Courtesy  of  Detective  Alan  Patton,  Grand  Prairie, 
Texas  Police  Department;  photo  by  Evidence  Technician  Don  Swanz.) 

will  vary  from  scene  to  scene.  However,  certain  areas  and  objects  should 
always  be  given  attention: 


Under  rugs  or  carpets 
Under  chair  cushions 
Doorjambs 
Light  fixtures 
Refrigerators 

Behind  drapes  or  curtains 
Garbage  pails  or  bags 
Wastebaskets 

Hampers  or  soiled  clothes 

Ashtrays 

Ceilings 

Suspended  ceilings 
Walls 

Under  chairs 
Under  beds 
Mirrors 
Telephones 
Signs  of  a  party 
Glasses 
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Figure  5.18  Search  of  garbage.  A  search  of  garbage  revealed  a  torn  letter  written 
in  Portuguese  by  the  offender,  who  killed  his  American  wife.  Detectives  who 
searched  the  garbage  discovered  this  incriminating  piece  of  evidence  that  was 
used  against  the  murderer.  (Courtesy  of  Investigator  Jack  Henander,  Larimer 
County,  Colorado  Sheriff's  Department.) 


Stairs 

Passages 

Backyards 

Behind  boxes  or  cartons 
Boats 

Computers 

PDAs 

Computer  hard  drives 

Elevator  shafts 

Tops  of  cabinets  or  furniture 

Chimneys 

Gutters 

Roofs 

Statues 

Behind  pictures  or  clocks 
Sewers 


206 


Sex-Related  Homicide  and  Death  Investigation 


Drainpipes 

Ventilation  ducts 

Behind  desks  set  against  walls 

Closets 

Backs  and  bottoms  of  drawers 

Inside  ovens 

Inside  cabinets 

Kitchen  or  bathroom  towels 

Sinks,  toilets,  or  tubs 

Countertops 

Windows 

Any  newly  damaged  area 

Garments 

Mailboxes 

Any  vehicles,  cars,  and  trucks 
Docks 

Computer  disks 
Cell  phones 
Pagers 

The  ability  to  recognize  and  discover  evidence  at  the  crime  scene  is  a 
prerequisite  of  a  successful  search.  The  acquired  expertise  of  the  homicide 
investigator  and  the  detective  supervisor  will  probably  determine  what 
trace  evidence  is  found. 

It  is  in  this  search  phase  that  one  can  see  the  need  for  close  cooperation 
between  the  investigators  and  the  forensic  scientist.  It  is  imperative  that 
the  officers  performing  the  search  have  a  working  knowledge  of  handling 
physical  evidence  (Figures  5.19  through  Figure  5.22). 

Most  major  departments  maintain  a  forensic  or  crime  scene  unit  with 
trained  personnel  to  assist  in  the  search  of  major  crime  scenes.  These 
officers  have  the  expertise  and  equipment  necessary  to  work  under  the 
detective  supervisor  for  the  proper  retrieval  of  physical  evidence. 

Information  sources  such  as  papers,  personal  effects,  address  books, 
and  any  other  property  that  may  aid  in  the  investigation  should  be  taken 
by  the  homicide  detectives  for  later  perusal  and  disposition.  The  patrol 
or  uniformed  division  should  be  responsible  for  the  administrative 
search  and  safekeeping  of  any  valuables  or  property  of  the  deceased. 
These  items  can  be  vouchered  and  safeguarded  at  headquarters  for  later 
disposition  to  the  property  clerk,  medical  examiner,  coroner,  or  family 
of  the  deceased. 

Any  photos  of  the  deceased  taken  in  life  should  be  collected  to  use  in 
the  canvass  to  clearly  identify  the  victim  to  persons  interviewed,  as  well 
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Figure  5.19  Recovery  ol  hair  evidence.  Shown  here  is  the  crime  scene  detective 
recovering  the  suspect's  hair  from  the  chest  of  the  victim,  who  was  defeminized. 
(Courtesy  of  Chief  Criminal  Deputy  Robin  Wagg,  Douglas  County,  Washington 
Sheriff's  Department.) 


Figure  5.20  Suspect's  pubic  hair.  The  killer  deposited  his  pubic  hair  onto  the 
leg  of  one  of  the  victims.  (Courtesy  of  Chief  Criminal  Deputy  Robin  Wagg, 
Douglas  County,  Washington  Sheriff's  Department.)  (See  color  insert  following 
page  236.) 
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Figure  5.21  Fiber  evidence.  Fibers  from  a  hospital  gown  that  the  suspect  wore 
in  the  crime  scene.  (Courtesy  of  Chief  Criminal  Deputy  Robin  Wagg,  Douglas 
County,  Washington  Sheriff's  Department.)  (See  color  insert  following  page  236.) 

as  to  personal  acquaintances  or  associates  of  the  victim.  If  photos  are  not 
available  at  the  scene,  they  should  be  obtained  from  the  victim’s  family, 
friends,  or  employer,  or  from  yearbooks  or  a  driver’s  license.  Photos 
should  have  a  good  likeness  of  the  deceased  just  prior  to  death,  so  as  not 
to  confuse  the  persons  to  whom  they  are  shown. 

Examining  the  Outdoor  Scene 

The  general  techniques  of  crime  scene  search  apply  to  all  homicide  crime 
scenes;  however,  the  outdoor  scene  poses  additional  problems  for  the 
investigator.  For  example: 

1.  The  scene  usually  does  not  have  easily  defined  borders. 

2.  The  “floor”  of  the  scene  is  usually  rough  and  irregular  and  may 
be  composed  of  hills,  valleys,  bodies  of  water,  swamps,  sand,  or 
other  natural  contours. 

3.  The  investigation  is  vulnerable  to  weather  conditions.  Rain  or 
snow  may  have  washed  much  trace  evidence  away,  or  the  threat 
of  a  storm  may  force  immediate  procedures  to  collect  evidence  in 
a  manner  that  precludes  efficient  collection  of  all  evidence. 

4.  The  investigator  does  not  have  the  luxury  of  electricity,  running 
water,  telephones,  or  other  common  conveniences  found  indoors. 

5.  Daylight  is  limited;  be  prepared  to  return  to  the  scene  the  follow¬ 
ing  day. 
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Figure  5.22  Tire  impression.  The  offender  left  this  tire  impression  at  the  loca¬ 
tion  where  the  body  was  discovered.  This  impression  was  eventually  matched 
to  his  vehicle.  (Courtesy  of  Detective  Corporal  Arthur  Clark,  East  Providence, 
Rhode  Island  Police  Department.) 

The  investigator’s  actions  at  outdoor  scenes  are  usually  determined 
by  the  weather  and  the  time  of  day.  I  have  provided  some  practical 
procedures  to  follow.  However,  they  are  presented  only  as  a  guide.  Each 
case  will  dictate  how  an  investigator  will  retrieve  evidence. 

Direct  the  following: 

1.  Rope  off  the  largest  possible  area. 

2.  Establish  a  path  of  entry  and  exit. 

3.  Conduct  an  examination  as  soon  as  possible,  before  daylight  ends 
or  weather  changes. 

4.  The  surrounding  area  should  be  searched. 

5.  If  the  weather  changes,  order  evidence  to  be  collected  immediately. 

Remember,  some  evidence  is  better  than  no  evidence. 
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Examples  of  Evidence  Found  Outdoors 

1.  Pollen,  vegetation,  soil,  or  seeds  may  be  found  on  the  suspect  or  the 
victim.  The  investigator  should  collect  any  foreign  matter  found 
on  the  suspect  or  the  body  for  later  comparison.  Each  item  must 
be  separately  packaged  and  labeled  in  order  to  ensure  proper  ex¬ 
amination  and  admissibility  in  court. 

2.  Foot  and  tire  impressions  may  appear  on  the  soil.  In  addition  to 
gathering  samples  for  laboratory  analysis,  these  impressions  must 
be  sketched,  photographed,  and  properly  casted  for  later  com¬ 
parison  purposes.  When  gathering  this  type  of  evidence,  several 
control  samples  should  be  secured  for  later  analysis. 

3.  Trees,  shrubbery,  and  fencing  should  be  examined  for  any  trace 
evidence  that  may  have  been  transferred  during  sudden  contact. 
Fibers,  hair,  threads,  and  other  material  may  be  affixed  to  these 
objects  and  should  be  collected  and  preserved  for  later  comparison 
with  the  victim  or  the  suspect. 

4.  Bloodstains,  seminal  fluid,  saliva  or  phlegm,  brain  matter,  hair,  feces, 
and  any  other  biological  evidence  are  not  only  subject  to  rapid 
change  and  destruction  but  are  also  almost  impossible  to  locate 
in  heavily  vegetated  terrain.  Likewise,  these  pieces  of  trace  evidence 
are  subject  to  insect  activity  and  are  likely  to  be  washed  away  if  it 
rains  on  the  scene. 

5.  Bullets  and  casings  may  be  located  if  the  investigator  closely  exam¬ 
ines  any  foliage  or  newly  broken  parts  of  shrubbery.  In  some 
instances,  the  bullet  may  have  lodged  in  a  tree,  causing  telltale 
damage  to  the  bark,  or  there  may  be  pieces  of  twigs  or  branches 
that  are  lying  on  the  ground  in  the  line  of  trajectory.  The  area 
immediately  surrounding  the  body  should  be  examined  for  any 
shell  casings  and  bullets  embedded  in  the  ground  under  the  body. 

6.  Oil  or  gasoline  traces  can  be  found  when  vehicles  are  driven 
through  tall  grass  or  weeds,  because  there  is  a  transfer  of  this 
material  from  the  underside  of  the  vehicle  to  the  vegetation.  This 
residue  should  be  collected  for  later  comparison. 

7.  Crankcase  traces  can  be  found  if  a  vehicle  was  driven  through  an 
area  of  heavy  foliage  or  rocky  terrain.  Traces  of  this  material  on 
the  crankcase  can  be  compared. 

8.  Any  foreign  material  at  the  scene  should  be  gathered.  Many  times, 
a  suspect  will  unwittingly  leave  traces  of  himself  at  the  scene  that 
may  be  gathered  and  later  compared,  e.g.,  cigarettes  or  cigars, 
toothpicks.  In  addition,  there  may  have  been  some  sort  of  struggle 
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Figure  5.23  Outdoor  scene  before.  This  outdoor  scene  was  the  site  of  a  sex- 
related  homicide.  The  authorities  were  trying  to  locate  the  murder  weapon.  In 
Geberth  (1996),  "deforesting"  the  area  is  recommended.  (Courtesy  of  Captain 
fames  Gannon,  Morris  County,  New  Jersey  Prosecutor's  Office.) 

that  resulted  in  a  lost  item  of  clothing,  such  as  a  button  or  piece 
of  jewelry,  that  can  link  the  suspect  to  the  scene. 

9.  Foreign  material  found  on  the  body  should  be  collected  and  noted. 
Sometimes  the  body  may  reveal  traces  of  evidence  that  come  from 
a  distinctive  location.  For  instance,  the  body  and  clothing  may 
indicate  that  the  deceased  was  a  mechanic  or  cement  worker,  or 
there  may  be  traces  of  sawdust  or  coal  dust  on  the  corpse. 

In  the  event  that  the  body  has  to  be  moved  before  an  extensive  exam¬ 
ination  can  be  conducted  at  the  scene,  I  recommend  that  it  be  placed  in 
a  factory-wrapped  disposable  body  bag  or  be  wrapped  in  a  clean  sterile 
sheet  so  that  any  trace  evidence  remaining  on  the  clothing  will  be  pre¬ 
served  for  later  inspection  (Figure  5.23  and  Figure  5.24). 

Examination  of  an  Outdoor  Scene  at  Night 

Under  ordinary  circumstances,  an  outdoor  scene  is  usually  searched 
during  the  daylight  hours: 

1 .  Direct  that  the  area  be  effectively  secured  and  safeguarded 

2.  Direct  that  the  body  be  photographed  prior  to  removal 
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Figure  5.24  Outdoor  scene  after.  This  was  the  same  crime  scene  after  the 
"deforesting."  The  murder  weapon  was  located  in  the  heavy  underbrush. 

3.  Direct  that  measures  be  taken  to  safeguard  the  body  against  addi¬ 
tional  damage 

The  actual  crime  search  for  trace  evidence  should  be  postponed  until 
daylight;  however,  consider  pending  weather  conditions. 

The  reason  for  postponing  the  search  until  daylight  is  that  it  is  utterly 
impossible  to  detect  minute  traces  of  evidence  under  nighttime  condi¬ 
tions.  If  some  larger  pieces  of  evidence  are  discovered  that  are  not  subject 
to  dissolution,  they  should  be  covered  or  secured  pending  daylight 
because  their  significance  can  be  better  realized  in  connection  with  the 
overall  scene.  However,  if  you  are  faced  with  a  sudden  change  in  the 
weather,  delaying  the  search  until  daylight  may  prove  disastrous  to  the 
investigation.  Obviously,  there  can  be  no  set  procedure  to  cover  all  pos¬ 
sibilities,  so  —  as  in  all  other  aspects  of  homicide  investigation  —  be 
flexible,  and  use  common  sense  (Figure  5.25  through  Figure  5.27). 

Physical  Examination  of  a  Suspect  in  Custody 

The  suspect  and  his  or  her  clothing  should  be  considered  part  of  the 
homicide  crime  scene  search.  If  the  suspect  is  in  custody  at  the  scene,  he 
or  she  should  be  immediately  removed.  If  the  suspect  is  apprehended  a 
short  distance  away,  he  or  she  should  not  be  allowed  to  return  to  the 
central  crime  scene.  Instead,  the  suspect  should  be  isolated  for  a  prelim¬ 
inary  examination  for  evidence. 
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Figure  5.25  Outdoor  scene  at  night.  The  body  of  the  victim  was  located  at 
dusk  in  this  wooded  area.  The  authorities  following  Practical  Homicide  Inves¬ 
tigation  (Geberth,  1996)  techniques  suspended  the  crime  scene  search  until  the 
following  morning  so  as  not  to  lose  any  microscopic  trace  evidence.  (Courtesy 
of  Lieutenant  John  Fallon  and  Detective  Richard  Peffall,  Montgomery,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  County  Detectives.) 


Figure  5.26  Proper  vehicle  search.  This  shows  the  truck  before  the  search. 
(Courtesy  of  Chief  Criminal  Deputy  Robin  Wagg,  Douglas  County,  Washington 
Sheriff's  Department.) 
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Figure  5.27  Proper  Vehicle  Search.  This  shows  the  truck  after  the  search. 
(Courtesy  of  Chief  Criminal  Deputy  Robin  Wagg,  Douglas  County,  Washington 
Sheriff's  Department.) 

Remember,  if  a  suspect  is  allowed  access  to  the  crime  scene,  you  will 
negate  the  value  of  any  evidence  found  on  the  suspect  that  came  from 
the  scene,  or  you  will  destroy  the  value  of  any  evidence  imparted  by  the 
suspect  to  the  scene. 

The  examination  of  the  suspect  for  evidence  should  be  performed  by 
the  investigator  assigned  to  the  case  or  by  an  experienced  detective 
assigned  to  the  crime  scene  search.  The  examination  must  be  conducted 
in  a  manner  that  precludes  any  possible  destruction  or  loss  of  evidence. 
In  addition,  the  search  for  evidence  on  the  person  of  a  suspect  requires 
that  the  investigator  be  able  to  recognize  certain  materials  and  marks  as 
related  to  the  actual  crime.  This  ability  to  recognize  and  recover  trace 
evidence  is  a  prerequisite  to  successful  search  of  suspects. 

The  suspect’s  clothing  and  shoes  should  be  closely  examined  for  any 
trace  material  from  the  scene  or  evidence  of  the  crime.  These  items  should 
be  seized  and  vouchered  as  evidence.  If  the  suspect  has  any  visible  injuries 
or  marks  that  might  link  him  or  her  to  the  crime,  such  as  bruises,  bite 
marks,  scratches,  cuts,  or  injuries  on  the  hands,  face,  or  other  parts  of 
the  body,  photographs  should  be  taken  in  black  and  white  and  color,  using 
a  scale  or  marker. 

Many  homicides  involve  a  struggle  in  which  both  participants  receive 
injuries.  Color  photographs  of  these  injuries,  to  the  suspect  and  deceased, 
are  valuable  pieces  of  evidence  that  can  be  presented  in  court. 


The  Crime  Scene  Investigation 


215 


It  is  important  to  note  that  once  a  person  is  under  arrest,  he  or  she 
has  no  reasonable  expectation  of  privacy.  Suspects  under  arrest  can  be 
subjected  to  a  thorough  examination  and  body  search.  Under  certain 
conditions,  if  the  case  warrants,  the  investigator  should  have  the  suspect 
undress  over  a  clean  sheet  or  large  paper  to  prevent  loss  or  destruction  of 
any  physical  evidence  on  the  clothing,  and  then  examine  the  suspect  for 
any  injury.  Of  course,  female  suspects  subjected  to  body  searches  should 
be  processed  by  female  officers,  and  male  suspects  should  be  processed  by 
male  officers,  in  order  to  avoid  any  later  criticism  or  objection. 

If  patrol  officers  have  been  assigned  to  transport  a  suspect  to  the  police 
station  or  are  assisting  in  the  examination  of  the  suspect  for  evidence, 
they  should  be  cautioned  to  use  extreme  care  and  to  preserve  the  suspect’s 
clothing  and  shoes  for  examination  for  trace  evidence.  Furthermore,  they 
should  be  instructed  not  to  allow  the  suspect  to  wash  his  or  her  hands  or 
engage  in  any  activity  that  may  alter  or  destroy  evidence.  I  have  seen 
instances  where  suspects  have  “cleaned”  themselves  with  urine  and  spittle 
to  remove  blood  from  their  hands  or  bodies. 

When  evidence  is  located  on  the  suspect,  the  same  procedures  utilized 
in  other  crime  scene  searches  must  be  applied: 

1 .  Photographs  should  be  taken  of  the  evidence  in  situ,  and  close-ups 
of  the  evidence  should  be  taken. 

2.  The  evidence  should  be  described  and  documented  in  the  inves¬ 
tigator’s  notebook. 

3.  A  sketch  should  be  prepared  of  the  area  where  evidence  was  found, 
and  the  location  should  be  noted  on  the  sketch.  This  procedure  is 
quite  simple.  If  the  evidence  is  found  on  the  hands,  for  example, 
merely  trace  your  own  hand  (right  or  left,  depending  on  which 
hand  of  the  suspect  evidence  was  found)  and  indicate  on  the  sketch 
where  this  evidence  was  located.  The  same  procedure,  without 
tracing,  can  be  employed  for  the  face  and  other  parts  of  the  body. 
Use  a  simple  line  drawing  of  the  body  part  concerned,  with  ap¬ 
propriate  notations. 

4.  The  material  should  be  collected  in  a  manner  that  preserves  its  value. 

Release  of  the  Scene 


The  decision  to  release  the  scene  should  be  carefully  considered.  Obvi¬ 
ously,  the  problem  with  releasing  the  scene  prematurely  is  that  soon  there¬ 
after  information  may  come  forth  that  would  have  required  different 
photos  or  search  for  and  collection  of  other  items.  The  scene  should  never 
be  released  before  the  initial  canvass  is  completed,  all  the  known  witnesses 
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interviewed,  and  the  suspect  in  custody  questioned  fully.  In  some  cases, 
it  may  be  necessary  to  secure  the  scene  and  post  a  guard  pending  interview 
of  witnesses  who  cannot  be  immediately  located,  or  in  other  instances,  to 
hold  the  scene  until  completion  of  the  autopsy.  This  may  not  always  be 
practical,  but  it  is  a  recommended  procedure  in  case  additional  examina¬ 
tions  or  searches  are  necessary  as  a  result  of  information  obtained  during 
autopsy.  Of  course,  if  the  autopsy  is  being  conducted  while  the  investiga¬ 
tors  are  still  at  the  scene,  any  additional  information  can  be  immediately 
communicated  to  the  chief  investigator  at  the  scene.  Autopsy  findings 
should  always  be  made  available  to  the  homicide  investigators  as  soon  as 
possible  to  help  them  in  their  investigation  and  in  questioning  witnesses. 

Before  releasing  the  scene,  the  chief  investigator  should  remember 
that  any  good  defense  attorney  will  visit  the  crime  scene  at  his  first 
opportunity.  From  this  inspection,  he  will  be  able  to  gauge  the  nature, 
character,  and  extent  of  the  investigation  at  the  scene.  He  will  be  alert  to 
things  that  may  have  been  overlooked;  to  areas  that  were  dusted  and  were 
not  dusted;  to  the  shapes,  patterns,  and  locations  of  blood  and  other 
stains;  to  flash  bulbs,  film  packs,  and  other  debris  that  the  investigators 
may  have  carelessly  left  at  the  scene.  During  police  activities  at  the  scene, 
the  chief  investigator  should  see  that  all  waste  materials  from  the  lab  work 
and  photography  are  deposited  in  one  container  in  a  location  that  will 
not  interfere  with  other  activities  and  that  this  container  is  removed  before 
the  scene  is  released. 

The  detective  supervisor  or  chief  investigator  would  do  well  to  check 
over  the  whole  crime  scene  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  defense  attorney 
before  releasing  it.  Before  abandoning  the  scene  and  securing  it  against 
reentry,  make  sure  that  you  have  all  of  your  equipment  and  notes,  includ¬ 
ing  any  portable  radios  and  cell  phones  (which  seem  to  have  a  way  of 
disappearing  at  crime  scenes).  It  would  be  embarrassing  if  you  had  to 
reenter  the  recently  secured  crime  scene  to  retrieve  something  that  was 
left  behind,  especially  in  view  of  what  a  defense  attorney  might  suggest 
was  your  reason  for  returning  to  the  scene  after  the  crime  scene  process. 

The  Search  Process 


The  search  of  the  homicide  or  rape  scene  and  the  process  of  retrieving 
evidence  from  the  body  of  the  victim  are  the  most  important  phases  of 
the  sexual  assault  investigation  conducted  at  the  scene  and  hospital. 
They  begin  with  a  two- fold  purpose: 

1.  Complete  documentation  of  events  —  Photographs  (both  black 
and  white  and  color)  and  videotape,  as  well  as  crime  scene  sketch- 
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es,  should  be  finished  prior  to  any  other  police  procedures  at  the 
scene. 

2.  A  careful  and  complete  search  should  be  conducted  for  any  foren¬ 
sic  materials  and  other  evidence  that  might  provide  a  clue  to  the 
identity  of  the  killer. 


Sex-Related  Crime  Scene  Checklist 


□  Physical  evidence  in  the  form  of  seminal  fluid  must  be  collected 
as  soon  as  possible,  before  it  is  lost  or  destroyed.  Samples  can  be 
allowed  to  air  dry  naturally,  or  a  hair  dryer  on  low  speed  can  be 
used.  Wet  samples  can  be  drawn  into  an  eyedropper  and  should 
be  placed  in  a  sterile  test  tube.  Dry  stains  will  have  a  stiff  “starchy” 
texture.  If  on  clothing,  submit  the  entire  article,  being  careful  not 
to  break  or  contaminate  the  stained  area.  Consider  DNA  testing 
technique  requirements. 

□  Blood  (wet)  should  be  collected  using  an  eyedropper  and  should 
be  transferred  to  a  sterile  container.  The  blood  can  be  put  into  a 
test  tube  with  EDTA,  an  anticoagulant,  and  refrigerated.  Small 
amounts  can  be  collected  using  a  100%  cotton  swab,  #8  cotton 
thread,  or  a  gauze  pad.  Allow  swab  to  air  dry,  and  place  in  a  sterile 
container.  Consider  DNA  testing  techniques. 

□  Blood  stain,  spittle,  and  hair  (including  pubic  combings)  should 
be  obtained  at  the  scene,  properly  packaged,  and  forwarded  to  the 
lab.  Consider  DNA  testing  techniques. 

□  Trace  evidence  found  on  the  victim  or  on  victim’s  clothing  should 
be  collected.  Search  for  hair,  fibers,  and  other  microscopic  evi¬ 
dence.  Use  forceps,  a  vacuum  cleaner  fitted  with  an  in-line  can- 
nister  attachment  in  the  hose,  or  tape.  The  use  of  tape  and  forceps 
is  the  best  method  so  as  to  not  contaminate  samples. 

□  Bruises  and  marks  on  the  victim,  including  the  presence  of  sadistic 
injuries,  should  be  noted  and  documented  in  the  investigative 
notes. 

□  Urine  or  feces  may  be  left  at  the  scene  by  the  assailant.  This  evi¬ 
dence  should  be  recorded  and  collected.  Urine  can  be  removed  by 
eyedropper  or  gauze.  Place  it  in  a  sterile  test  tube  or  other  con¬ 
tainer.  If  on  clothing,  submit  the  entire  article.  DNA  testing  can 
be  performed  on  urine. 

□  Fingernail  scrapings  should  be  obtained  for  analysis  of  any 
blood,  skin,  or  hair  from  the  perpetrator.  Consider  DNA  testing 
techniques. 


218  Sex-Related  Homicide  and  Death  Investigation 

□  Specimens  must  be  taken  from  the  body  (e.g.,  hair  from  various 
areas  of  the  body;  a  separate  comb  should  be  used  for  each  area). 
Confer  with  the  medical  examiner  to  ensure  that  specimens  were 
taken. 

□  In  addition,  vaginal  washings,  as  well  as  anal,  nasal,  and  oral  swabs, 
should  be  requested  for  serological  evaluation  and  examination. 
Consider  DNA  testing  techniques. 

□  Examine  the  scene  for  evidence  of  a  struggle.  The  presence  of  torn 
clothing,  missing  buttons,  ripped  textiles,  marks  on  the  ground  or 
floor,  and  blood  splatters  must  be  photographed,  documented, 
and  collected  as  evidence. 

□  Homicides  involving  mutilation  may  yield  clues  such  as  style  of 
attack,  type  of  weapon  used,  amount  and  location  of  mutilation, 
position  of  the  body.  These  items  should  be  recorded. 


Investigative  Assessment  —  Criminal  Personality  Profiling 


□  If  a  suspect  has  been  taken  into  custody,  his  or  her  clothing  should 
be  taken,  and  an  examination  should  be  conducted  for  any  physical 
evidence.  Examine  for  hairs  and  fibers. 

□  Each  piece  of  evidence  should  be  packaged  in  a  separate  container 
in  order  to  prevent  cross-contamination. 

□  The  suspect’s  body  should  be  examined  for  any  fingernail  scratch¬ 
es,  bite  marks,  or  other  indications  of  a  violent  struggle.  Penile 
swabs  for  suspect  offenders  can  be  used  to  collect  blood,  epithelial 
cells,  and  any  other  evidentiary  materials. 

□  Hair  and  blood  samples  should  be  obtained.  (Assure  that  any  such 
samples  are  obtained  legally.) 

□  The  body  should  be  examined  for  the  presence  of  bite  mark  evi¬ 
dence.  Collect  and  record  as  follows: 

□  Saliva  washing  of  the  bite-mark  area  for  blood  grouping  and 
DNA  (Use  100%  cotton  dampened  in  distilled  water.  Impor¬ 
tant:  Obtain  a  control  sample  from  another  area  of  the  body.) 

□  The  bite  mark  (Obtain  black  and  white  and  color  photos  of  the 
mark.  Use  a  rule  of  measure,  and  obtain  an  anatomical  landmark.) 

□  Casting  (if  possible)  (Use  dental  materials.) 

In  sex-related  homicide  cases,  basic  evidence  collection  procedures 
acquire  increased  importance.  Human  behavior  patterns  and  psychosex- 
ual  activities,  not  generally  amenable  to  ordinary  collection  techniques, 
become  additional  factors  to  consider  in  determining  the  reason  and 
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motive  for  the  killing.  Practical  experience  in  homicide  investigation  and 
an  understanding  of  human  behavior  patterns  and  human  sexuality  are 
important  prerequisites  in  analyzing  these  types  of  cases. 


The  Investigative  Checklist 

The  homicide  detective  faces  a  monumental  task  at  the  crime  scene.  There 
are  a  multitude  of  duties  to  perform,  and  each  event  needs  to  be  docu¬ 
mented  according  to  a  routine  procedure.  This  routine  procedure  is  nec¬ 
essary  so  that  valuable  information  or  observations  are  not  overlooked. 
Although  each  homicide  is  distinctive  and  unique,  there  are  certain  basic 
steps  to  be  pursued  at  all  crime  scenes.  This  investigative  checklist  is 
designed  to  be  utilized  by  detectives  involved  in  the  investigation  of  sud¬ 
den  and  violent  death.  Although  extensive,  it  is  not  all-inclusive.  The 
investigator  is  advised  to  simply  utilize  this  checklist  as  a  guide  to  refresh 
the  memory. 

Documentation  of  the  Initial  Report 

Initial  Receipt  of  Information 

□  Date  and  time  of  initial  report. 

□  Method  of  transmission  —  report  received  by. 

□  Reporting  party  —  officer,  dispatcher,  etc. 

□  Complete  details. 

Arrival  at  the  Homicide  —  Death  Scene 

□  Record  exact  time  of  arrival. 

□  Record  the  exact  address  of  the  crime  scene. 

□  Record  outside  weather/temperature  conditions. 

□  Record  outside  lighting  conditions. 

□  Interview  the  first  officer  and  other  police  personnel  at  the  scene 
to  determine  the  sequence  of  events  since  their  arrival. 

□  Crime  discovered  by  —  date  and  time  of  initial  call.  Complete 
details  of  initial  police  report. 

□  Determine  the  scope  of  the  patrol  officer’s  initial  investigation  at 
the  scene. 

□  Protection  of  the  crime  scene. 

□  Notifications-alarms-teletypes. 

□  Preliminary  investigative  results. 

□  Record  persons  present  at  the  scene. 

□  Police  officers  and  law  enforcement  personnel. 

□  Ambulance  and/or  emergency  personnel. 
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□  Family  and/or  relatives  and  friends  of  victim. 

□  Witnesses  —  including  persons  detained  by  patrol. 

□  Keep  witnesses  separated. 

□  Provide  for  witness  security  and  availability. 

Preliminary  Inspection  of  the  Body  at  the  Crime  Scene 

□  Victim  pedigree  —  name  and  address  if  known  (includes  the  fol¬ 
lowing:  sex,  race,  and  age). 

□  Location  of  the  victim:  description  of  body  and  scene. 

□  Have  the  patrol  officer  personally  escort  you  through  the  scene 
to  the  body  using  same  path  used  by  responding  police. 

□  Personally  determine  and  verify  death. 

□  Note  condition  of  the  body. 

□  Ascertain  whether  or  not  there  are  any  suspects  in  custody.  (See 
Suspect  in  Custody  Procedure.) 

□  Are  there  any  additional  victims? 

□  Is  this  a  multiple  murder?  (If  YES,  establish  separate  case  num¬ 
bers  and  provide  for  the  additional  documentation.) 

□  Officially  assign  investigator  to  case. 

□  If  identity  of  victim(s)  is  known,  get  a  background  check. 

Implement  Crime  Scene  Control  Procedures 

□  Determine  the  scope  of  the  general  crime  scene  —  assessment. 

□  Make  determination  of  police  legal  status  in  crime  scene. 

□  Take  preliminary  photographs  with  Instamatic  or  Polaroid  camera 
to  “freeze”  the  crime  scene  and  provide  for  review  by  additional 
investigators  as  they  arrive  at  the  scene.  (Polaroid  photos  and 
digital  cameras  are  preferred  for  immediate  viewing.) 

□  Stabilize  the  scene  by  identifying  and  establishing  perimeters. 

□  If  crime  scene  was  not  established  by  patrol,  secure  and  protect 
the  scene  by  isolation  —  ropes,  barriers,  etc. 

□  Establish  outside  and  inside  perimeters  —  only  authorized  per¬ 
sonnel  allowed  within  respective  perimeters. 

□  Remember  the  two  crime  scenes  theory  —  the  general  area  for 
police  and  other  official  personnel  at  the  scene  and  the  forensic 
area  where  the  body  as  well  as  any  other  evidence  may  be  located. 

□  Assign  patrol  officers  as  needed  to  effectively  safeguard  scene. 

□  Update  and  expand  crime  scene  protection  as  necessary.  Is  this  a 
multiple  scene?  Are  there  additional  areas  to  protect? 

□  Establish  a  single  path  of  entry  and  exit  to  the  crime  scene. 

□  Implement  procedures  to  safeguard  all  evidence  found  at  the 
scene. 
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Initiate  a  Crime  Scene  Log 

□  Assign  an  officer  to  obtain  the  names  of  all  police  and  emergency 
personnel  who  responded  to  the  original  call. 

□  Assign  an  officer  to  record  the  names  of  all  personnel  and  civilians 
involved  in  the  investigation  at  the  crime  scene. 

□  Allow  no  entry  to  the  crime  scene  except  to  authorized  personnel 
involved  in  the  official  investigation. 

□  Record  arrival/departure  times  of  all  officials.  This  includes  the 
M.E.  or  Coroner,  State’s  Attorney,  Crime  Scene  Technicians,  etc. 

□  This  crime  scene  log  should  be  delivered  to  detectives  upon  release 
of  the  crime  scene. 

Establish  a  Policy  for  Crime  Scene  Integrity 

□  Make  a  determination  relative  to  obtaining  a  search  warrant  prior 
to  any  process  of  the  crime  scene. 

□  Coordinate  activities  at  the  scene  and  direct  investigators  by  fixing 
responsibility  for  the  performance  of  certain  duties. 

□  Do  not  touch,  move,  or  alter  anything  at  the  scene  until  full  doc¬ 
umentation  has  been  completed  (observe,  describe,  record). 

□  Record  any  alterations  to  the  crime  scene  that  were  made  as  a 
matter  of  investigative  necessity  or  emergency  police  response. 

□  Lights  turned  on  or  off? 

□  Doors  opened,  closed,  locked,  or  unlocked? 

□  Body  moved,  or  body  cut  down? 

□  Windows  opened,  closed,  locked,  or  unlocked? 

□  Names  of  all  parties  who  moved  the  body  prior  to  and  during 
police  presence  at  the  scene. 

□  Any  furniture  moved  or  anything  touched? 

□  Gas  turned  on  or  off.  Appliances  turned  on  or  off? 

□  If  vehicle  involved,  is  engine  off  or  on?  Is  the  motor  cold,  cool, 
warm,  or  hot? 

□  Do  not  use  any  telephone(s)  located  inside  the  crime  scene. 

□  Does  the  telephone  have  an  answer  machine  or  message  capa¬ 
bility?  —  check  messages.  Check  the  last  number  redial/listen 
to  messages.  Make  recording  and  seal  original  tape. 

□  Does  the  deceased  have  a  beeper?  —  check  messages.  Check 
the  last  number  redial/listen  to  messages.  Make  recording/seal 
any  original  recordings. 

□  Does  the  deceased  have  voice  mail?  —  check  messages. 
Check  the  last  number  and  listen  to  any  messages  or  check  the 
answering  service.  Take  recordings  and  seal  original  tapes  and 
document. 
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□  Is  there  a  computer  at  the  crime  scene?  —  check  system.  Last  date 
of  use,  documents,  disks,  hard  drive. 

□  Check  computer  for  answering  machine-message  modem  — 
check  messages,  e-mail,  etc. 

□  Is  there  a  camera  at  the  crime  scene?  —  process  and  check  film. 
Search  for  photographs  —  deceased,  friends,  activities,  etc. 

□  Is  there  a  VCR?  Check  all  tapes  —  check  tape  in  machine.  Note 
rentals,  personal  tapes,  etc.  —  secure  for  review. 

□  Implement  procedures  to  protect  the  evidence  from  damage  by 
weather  or  exposure,  and  the  presence  of  police  personnel. 

□  Do  not  allow  smoking  by  anyone  in  the  crime  scene. 

□  Do  not  turn  water  on  or  off,  do  not  flush  toilets,  do  not  use  any 
facility  in  the  scene. 

□  Record  condition  of  lights,  lamps,  and  electric  appliances  such  as 
televisions,  radios,  clocks,  etc. 

Establish  a  Command  Post  or  Temporary  Headquarters 

□  Select  a  location  out  of  the  central  crime  scene,  preferably  a  loca¬ 
tion  with  two  phones,  one  for  outgoing  and  one  for  incoming 
telephone  calls. 

□  Notify  communications  and/or  the  station  house  of  the  telephone 
numbers  of  the  command  post  to  facilitate  communications  be¬ 
tween  the  various  units  concerned. 

□  Make  notifications  as  necessary  from  this  location. 

□  Crime  scene  technicians. 

□  Medical  examiner/coroner  or  representatives. 

□  Additional  investigators  or  police  personnel. 

□  Prosecutor/district  attorney/solicitor’s  office. 

Emergency  Medical  Service  (EMS)  and  Ambulance  Personnel 

□  If  ambulance  or  EMS  personnel  were  present  in  scene  before  the 
investigator’s  arrival,  determine  if  the  crew  or  anyone  else  moved 
the  body  or  any  other  items  within  the  crime  scene.  If  yes,  record 
the  following: 

□  When  were  the  alterations  made? 

□  Purpose  of  the  movement. 

□  Persons  who  made  the  alterations. 

□  The  time  of  death  as  pronounced  by  the  ambulance  or  para¬ 
medic  crew. 

□  Consider  taking  fingerprints  of  “crew”  if  items  in  the  crime 
scene  were  touched  or  handled  by  crew. 
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□  Interview  the  EMS  or  ambulance  crew  for  details  of  any  action 
taken  as  well  as  observations. 

Initiate  a  Canvass 

□  Initiate  a  canvass  of  the  immediate  area  by  assigning  sufficient 
personnel  to  locate  any  witnesses  or  persons  who  may  have  infor¬ 
mation  about  the  homicide  or  death. 

□  Assign  a  supervisor  or  coordinator  to  organize  the  canvass. 

□  Utilize  canvass  control  sheets. 

□  Ensure  that  canvassers  are  provided  with  all  information  from  the 
investigation  and  scene  so  that  they  may  properly  solicit  informa¬ 
tion  from  prospective  witnesses.  (This  includes  photos  of  the  de¬ 
ceased  taken  in  life,  if  available.) 

□  Have  investigators  check  vehicles  and  record  registration  numbers 
of  autos  in  the  immediate  area. 

□  Require  official  reports  from  canvassers  indicating: 

□  Negative  locations  (locations  with  no  results). 

□  Locations  that  have  been  canvassed,  indicating  number  of  per¬ 
sons  residing  therein. 

□  Positive  locations  for  possible  follow-up  and  reinterview. 

□  Information  relating  to  the  event  being  canvassed. 

□  Utilize  the  canvass  questionnaire  forms. 

Note:  □  Attempt  to  conduct  further  canvasses  on  the  same  day  of  the 
week  as  the  incident,  at  approximately  the  same  time  of  the 
incident,  in  order  to  cover  the  behavioral  patterns  of  persons 
to  be  canvassed. 


Weapons 

□  If  a  weapon  is  discovered,  do  the  following: 

□  Firearms  —  do  not  attempt  to  unload. 

□  Record  where  the  weapon  is  located. 

□  Safeguard  the  weapon  for  forensic  examination  (this  includes 
not  only  ballistics,  but  operability  as  well). 

□  Have  the  weapon  photographed  before  further  examination. 

□  If  weapon  was  firearm,  consider  an  examination  of  the  suspect’s 
hands  for  residue  analysis  (GSR)  testing. 

□  Determine  the  origin  of  the  weapon.  (Does  it  come  from  the 
premises?  Does  it  belong  to  the  deceased,  etc.?) 

□  Determine  if  there  is  any  blood  or  any  other  trace  evidence  on 
the  weapon. 
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The  Suspect  in  Custody 

□  Remember  that  the  suspect  is  part  of  the  crime  scene  (Locard’s 
Exchange  Principle). 

□  If  the  suspect  is  arrested  and  present  at  the  scene,  make  sure  that 
he  or  she  is  immediately  removed  from  the  crime  scene  and  not 
returned  to  the  scene  unless  the  clothing  of  the  suspect  is  secured. 
This  procedure  is  necessary  to  prevent  crime  scene  contamination. 

□  Safeguard  all  evidence  found  on  the  suspect,  including  blood, 
weapons,  debris,  soil,  proceeds  of  crime,  etc. 

□  Ensure  that  the  suspect  does  not  wash  his  or  her  hands,  nor  engage 
in  any  conduct  that  may  alter  or  destroy  evidence. 

□  Note  any  injuries  to  the  suspect  and  record  same  with  black  and 
white  film  with  rule  of  measure  included,  as  well  as  color  photo¬ 
graphs  indicating  these  injuries  or  marks  with  appropriate  ana¬ 
tomical  reference  photographs. 

□  Record  any  spontaneous  statements  made  by  the  suspect(s). 

□  Do  not  permit  any  conversation  between  the  suspect  and  any 
parties  present. 

□  Guard  your  investigative  conversations  in  the  presence  of  the  sus¬ 
pects). 

Suspect  in  Custody:  Interrogation  at  the  Scene 

If  the  suspect  is  in  custody  at  the  scene  and  circumstances  indicate  that 
immediate  interrogation  of  the  subject  would  be  beneficial  to  the  inves¬ 
tigation,  the  following  steps  should  be  taken: 

□  Advise  the  suspect  of  his  or  her  rights  under  the  Miranda  ruling 
prior  to  any  custodial  interrogation  (this  should  be  done  from  a 
Miranda  Rights  card  or  Miranda  form). 

□  Determine  if  the  suspect  fully  understands  his  or  her  rights. 

□  Obtain  an  intelligent  waiver  of  these  rights  from  the  suspect  prior 
to  any  questioning. 

□  Document  this  procedure  in  the  investigative  notebook. 

□  Allow  the  suspect  to  make  a  full  statement. 

□  Reduce  this  statement  to  writing  and  have  the  suspect  sign  it. 

□  Keep  the  suspect  isolated  at  all  times  from  other  suspects,  witnesses, 
prisoners,  and  any  personnel  not  connected  with  the  investigation. 

□  Advise  any  officers  transporting  the  suspect  not  to  engage  the 
suspect  in  any  conversation  or  questioning;  however,  if  during 
transport  the  suspect  makes  any  statement,  the  officers  should 
document  this  information. 
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□  If  the  suspect  is  brought  to  the  police  station,  he  or  she  should  be 
placed  in  a  separate  holding  cell. 

□  Alibi  statements  should  be  documented  and  recorded  in  the  in¬ 
vestigator’s  notebook. 

□  Any  self-serving  statements  should  also  be  recorded  and  docu¬ 
mented,  in  the  event  the  suspect  later  changes  his  or  her  story. 

A.D.A.P.T. 

□  Before  beginning  process  make  an  assessment  regarding  search 
warrant  requirements. 

□  The  crime  scene  search  should  not  be  undertaken  until  all  pho¬ 
tographs,  sketches,  measurements,  dusting  for  prints,  and  writ¬ 
ten  documentation  have  been  completed,  except  for  emergency 
situations. 

Crime  Scene  Photographs 

The  following  photographs  should  be  taken: 

□  Photos  of  the  entire  location  where  the  homicide  took  place. 

□  Photos  of  contiguous  areas  and  sites. 

□  Photographs  of  the  crowd  or  any  bystanders  —  surreptitiously. 

□  Photos  of  suspect(s)  and/or  witnesses,  if  applicable. 

□  Photos  of  suspect’s  clothing  and  shoes. 

□  Photos  of  any  injuries  (body,  face,  hands,  etc.). 

□  Do  not  add  any  chalk  marks  or  markers  prior  to  taking  the  original 
crime  scene  photographs.  Markers  can  be  added  later  on  for  close- 
up  shots. 

□  Take  photos  from  the  general  to  the  specific. 

Documentation  of  Crime  Scene  Photographs 

□  Date  and  time  photos  are  taken. 

□  Exact  location  of  photographs. 

□  Description  of  item  photographed. 

□  Compass  direction  (north,  south,  east,  or  west). 

□  Focus  distance. 

□  Type  of  film  and  camera  utilized. 

□  Lights  and  weather  conditions. 

□  Number  of  exposures. 

□  Identification  of  photographer. 

□  Eliminate  extraneous  objects  including  any  police  equipment. 
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□  Show  the  relationship  of  the  scene  to  its  surroundings. 

□  Outdoor  scenes  —  fixed  objects  as  they  relate  to  the  scene  from 
eye  level. 

□  Indoor  scenes  —  objects  in  the  room  such  as  doors,  windows, 
etc.  to  “fix”  the  body  to  the  crime  scene. 

Recommended  Crime  Scene  Photographs 

□  Front  entrance  of  building. 

□  Entrance  to  the  room  or  apartment  where  the  deceased  is  found. 

□  Two  (2)  full-body  views. 

□  A  general  view  of  the  body  and  crime  scene. 

□  A  close-up  shot  of  the  body. 

□  Photos  of  any  visible  wounds. 

□  If  the  body  has  been  removed,  photos  should  be  taken  of  the  body’s 
original  location. 

□  Photos  of  possible  entrance  or  escape  routes  used. 

□  Areas  where  any  force  was  used  for  entry  or  exit. 

□  Area  and  close-up  views  of  any  physical  evidence  such  as  blood¬ 
stains,  weapons,  shell  casings,  hairs,  fibers,  etc. 

□  Fingerprints  (plastic,  bloodstained,  and  latents)  —  as  well  as  any 
“lifts”  —  should  be  photographed  before  removal. 

□  After  body  has  been  moved,  additional  photos  should  be  taken. 

□  Areas  beneath  the  body. 

□  Any  additional  evidence  found  beneath  the  body. 

The  Crime  Scene  Sketch 

□  Make  a  simple  line  drawing  of  the  crime  scene,  either  in  the  in¬ 
vestigative  notebook  or  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper. 

□  The  following  information  should  be  included. 

□  Measurements  and  distance. 

□  A  title  block  consisting  of: 

□  Name  and  title  of  sketcher. 

□  Date  and  time  the  sketch  was  made. 

□  Classification  of  crime. 

□  Identification  of  victim(s). 

□  Agency’s  case  number (s). 

□  Names  of  any  persons  assisting  in  taking  measurements. 

□  Precise  address  of  the  location  sketched  and  compass  north. 

□  A  legend,  to  identify  any  object  or  articles  in  scene. 

□  A  scale,  to  depict  measurements  used. 
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The  Crime  Scene  Search 

□  Establish  the  perimeters  of  the  crime  scene  and  document  this 
location  by  crime  scene  photographs  and  sketches,  including  writ¬ 
ten  documentation. 

□  Reconstruct  aspects  of  the  crime  in  formulating  the  search. 

□  Ascertain  the  legal  basis  for  the  search  prior  to  any  seizure  of 
evidence. 

□  Visibly  locate  any  physical  evidence  and  determine  which  evi¬ 
dence  should  be  gathered  before  any  destruction  or  any  alteration 
takes  place. 

□  Establish  the  method  of  search  based  on  your  investigative  theory, 
size  of  the  area  to  be  searched,  and  any  other  factors  that  arise 
while  conducting  this  phase  of  the  inquiry. 

□  Areas  that  should  be  processed: 

□  The  point  of  entry. 

□  The  escape  route. 

□  The  suspect  and  his  or  her  clothing,  including  injuries. 

□  The  location  where  any  physical  evidence  or  weapons  may  be 
located. 

□  A  vehicle  used  in  the  crime. 

□  The  suspect’s  residence. 

□  The  location  where  the  actual  assault  leading  to  death  took  place. 

□  Location  where  the  body  was  moved  from. 

Dust  for  Fingerprints 

The  following  areas  should  be  processed  for  “latent  prints:” 

□  Areas  of  entry  and  exit 

□  Weapons  or  objects  that  were  apparently  handled 

□  Door  handles 

□  Telephone  instruments 

□  Windows 

□  Glasses 

□  Light  switches 

□  Newly  damaged  areas 

□  Objects  that  may  have  caused  death 

□  Objects  missing  from  their  original  location 

Note  that  some  areas  to  be  processed  may  require  the  use  of  chemical 
reagents  such  as  luminol,  ninhydrin,  cynoacrylate  in  order  to  obtain  latent 
print  evidence.  Consider  these  options  before  dusting. 
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Description  of  the  Deceased 

A  complete  description  of  the  body  should  be  documented  in  the  inves¬ 
tigator’s  notes,  including  the  following  information: 

□  The  position  of  the  body. 

□  Sex. 

□  Race. 

□  Appearance. 

□  Age. 

□  Build. 

□  Color  of  hair. 

□  Description  of  clothing. 

□  Presence  or  absence  of  any  jewelry. 

□  Evidence  of  any  injuries  (bruises,  bite  marks,  wounds,  etc.). 

□  Condition  of  the  body. 

□  Livor  mortis. 

□  Rigor  mortis. 

□  Decomposition  (describe  in  detail). 

□  Blood  wet  or  dry. 

□  Insect  activity. 

□  Putrefaction. 

□  Is  the  condition  of  the  body  consistent  with  known  facts? 

□  Note  and  record  the  condition  of  the  victim’s  hands  for  signs  of 
evidence  (defense  marks,  hairs,  fibers,  etc.). 

□  Note  and  record  any  creases  and  folds  on  victim’s  clothing. 

□  What  is  the  condition  of  the  victim’s  pockets? 

□  Examine  the  immediate  area  surrounding  the  body  for  evidence. 

□  Record  the  direction  and  size  of  any  bloodstains. 

□  Check  the  clothing  and  shoes  for  any  trace  evidence. 

Preliminary  Medical  Examination  at  the  Scene 

□  Record  the  time  of  arrival  of  the  coroner/medical  examiner. 

□  Obtain  a  preliminary  estimate  on  the  time  of  death. 

□  Document  the  apparent  cause  of  death  after  conferring  with  the 
medical  examiner/ coroner. 

□  Are  injuries  consistent  with  the  suspected  weapon  involved? 

□  Release  of  the  body. 

□  Use  a  new  or  laundered  sheet  to  wrap  body  before  removal. 

□  Bag  the  hands  of  the  victim  with  paper  bags  (not  plastic)  to 
preserve  any  trace  evidence  under  fingernails. 
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Victim  —  Hospital  Information 

□  If  victim  was  removed  to  hospital,  dispatch  investigators,  if  avail¬ 
able,  or  patrol  unit  to  obtain  the  following  information: 

□  Name,  address,  and  phone  number  of  the  hospital. 

□  Attending  doctor  —  name,  address,  and  phone. 

□  Name  of  officer  interviewing  doctor. 

□  Doctor’s  diagnosis. 

□  If  pronounced  dead  —  get  time  and  date.  If  admitted  at 
hospital  —  get  time  and  date. 

□  Was  the  victim  interviewed  —  yes  or  no? 

□  Name  of  officer  conducting  interview. 

□  Dying  declaration? 

□  Obtain  witnesses,  preferably  doctor  or  nurse. 

□  Obtain  names,  addresses,  phone  numbers  of  all  emergency  room 
and  hospital  personnel  involved  in  treatment. 

□  Obtain  names,  addresses,  phone  numbers  of  all  ambulance  or 
paramedic  personnel  involved  in  emergency  and  transport. 

□  Names,  addresses,  phone  numbers  of  anyone  who  accompanied 
victim  to  hospital. 

□  Evidence  obtained  and/or  impounded  at  hospital. 

□  Establish  chain  of  custody  —  identity  of  person  at  hospital  who 
impounded  any  evidence. 

□  Obtain  any  clothing  worn  by  the  deceased  for  forensic  exami¬ 
nation. 

□  Obtain  names  of  all  police  personnel  at  hospital. 

Evidence  Process  and  Control  Procedures 

□  Ensure  that  all  evidence  is  properly  marked  and  packaged. 

□  Establish  a  “Chain  of  Custody.” 

□  Designate  a  “searching  officer”  to  take  charge  of  all  evidence. 

□  Record  the  name  and  unit  designation  of  all  persons  participating 
in  the  homicide  crime  scene  search. 

□  Photograph  all  evidence  in  its  original  position  (in  situ). 

□  Record  the  position  and  location  of  all  evidence  on  the  crime  scene 
sketch  and  the  investigative  notebook. 

□  Record  the  name  of  any  officer  or  person  discovering  any  physical 
evidence  and  the  location  where  it  was  recovered. 

□  Measure  the  location  of  any  evidence  found  from  two  (2)  separate 
fixed  points  of  reference. 

□  Weapons. 

□  Are  there  any  shell  casings  present? 
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□  Any  bullet  holes  or  spent  rounds? 

□  Determine  how  many  shots  were  fired. 

□  Position  of  bullets  in  revolver  (record  by  diagram). 

□  Safety  on  or  off? 

□  Is  firearm  loaded  or  unloaded?  Bullet  in  chamber? 

□  Are  wounds  consistent  with  the  weapon  suspected? 

□  Is  there  any  trace  evidence  on  the  weapon? 

Release  of  the  Homicide  Crime  Scene 

Critical  decision  —  authorities  should  hold  onto  the  crime  scene  as  long 
as  possible  in  the  event  that  further  process,  investigation,  or  review 
becomes  necessary  as  additional  information  becomes  available. 

□  Do  not  release  the  scene  prior  to  the  completion  of  the  canvass 
and  any  interviews  of  witnesses  or  interrogation  of  suspect(s). 

□  Have  the  deceased’s  mailbox  searched  and  note  the  date  of  any 
mail  found  therein.  Check  with  post  office  for  undelivered  mail 
and  record  all  information. 

□  Note  the  telephone  numbers  of  any  phones  at  the  scene. 

□  If  the  scene  is  to  be  abandoned  temporarily  during  certain  investi¬ 
gative  procedures,  provide  for  continued  crime  scene  protection 
during  the  absence  of  investigators.  The  assignment  of  patrol  of¬ 
ficers  to  assist  detectives  at  the  crime  scene  is  highly  recommended. 

□  Before  leaving  the  crime  scene,  look  over  the  entire  area  from  the 
perspective  of  the  defense  counsel  to  make  sure  you  have  “covered 
all  the  bases.” 

□  Gather  all  materials  used  in  the  crime  scene  processing,  such  as 
film  packs,  film  containers,  Polaroid  negatives,  notes,  tape,  evi¬ 
dence  containers. 

□  Cause  these  materials  to  be  removed  from  the  scene  for  de¬ 
struction  and  disposal  at  another  location. 

□  Utilize  large  plastic  garbage  bags  at  the  crime  scene  for  disposal 
of  materials  generated  during  the  search. 

It  is  important  to  note  that  the  extent  of  the  crime  scene  search  can  be 
ascertained  by  the  examination  of  these  types  of  materials  if  they  are  left 
behind  at  the  crime  scene  by  the  authorities. 

Suicide  Investigation  —  Investigative  Considerations 

Important  note:  Most  suicides  occur  as  a  result  of  depression.  Therefore, 
the  investigator  should  concentrate  part  of  the  inquiry  into  the  clinical 
component  of  the  event.  However,  keep  in  mind  that  some  suicides  are 
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conscious  decisions  on  the  part  of  the  victim  and  the  particular  motive 
for  the  event  may  never  be  ascertained. 

Evaluation  of  the  Wounds 

□  Could  the  deceased  have  caused  the  injuries  and  death? 

□  Was  the  person  physically  able  to  accomplish  the  act? 

□  Are  the  wounds  within  reach  of  the  deceased? 

□  Are  the  wounds  grouped  together? 

□  Is  there  more  than  one  ( 1 )  cause  of  death? 

□  Describe  that  nature  and  position  of  the  injuries. 

□  Are  there  any  hesitation  marks? 

Psychological  State  of  the  Victim 

□  Obtain  a  background  of  the  victim  from  family  and  friends. 

□  This  includes  medical  as  well  as  social  information. 

□  Were  there  any  warning  signs  indicated  by  the  victim?  (See  listing 
of  these  under  Psychological  Autopsy,  Geberth,  1996,  pp.  377-379.) 

□  Were  there  any  recent  deaths  in  the  family? 

□  Is  there  any  indication  of  a  recent  upset  or  stress? 

□  Did  the  victim  leave  any  notes? 

□  Request  a  sample  of  the  victim’s  handwriting  for  a  comparison 
analysis  with  any  note  found  at  scene. 

□  Request  a  sample  of  the  victim’s  handwriting  for  an  analysis  in 
case  a  note  is  later  discovered. 

□  Did  the  deceased  have  any  close  personal  relationships,  any  close 
friends,  etc.? 

□  Interview  these  persons  as  soon  as  possible. 

□  Conduct  an  immediate  search  of  deceased’s  home  and/or  place 
of  business  for  investigative  data. 

Any  Prior  Mental  Disease  or  Defect 

□  Has  the  deceased  been  under  any  professional  treatment? 

□  Had  the  deceased  ever  attempted  suicide  in  the  past? 

□  Has  anyone  in  the  family  ever  committed  suicide? 

□  Was  the  deceased  a  heavy  drinker? 

□  Was  the  deceased  on  any  medication? 

□  Was  there  a  history  of  drug  abuse? 

Recognized  Warning  Signs  and  Extreme  Danger  Signs  in  Suicides 
Warning  Signs 

□  A  change  in  sleeping  habits  —  sleeping  more  than  usual  or  staying 
up  much  later  —  followed  by  sadness. 
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□  A  change  in  eating  habits  —  weight  loss  or  lack  of  appetite. 

□  A  lack  of  interest  in  sex  —  a  loss  of  the  sex  drive. 

□  A  sudden  drop  in  grades  or  school  attendance  —  young  people. 

□  A  loss  of  work  interest  —  adults. 

□  Loss  of  interest  in  favorite  activities,  hobbies,  or  sports. 

□  Loss  of  interest  in  friends,  family,  etc.  —  isolation. 

□  A  preoccupation  with  death,  or  an  unusual  interest  in  art  or  music 
dealing  with  death.  Teenagers  —  “heavy  metal,”  rock,  etc.  Adults 
—  preoccupation  with  death  and  afterlife. 

□  Loss  of  interest  in  personal  hygiene  and  appearance. 

□  Involvement  with  drugs,  including  an  abuse  of  alcohol. 

Extreme  Danger  Signs 

□  Suddenly  becoming  cheerful  or  calm  after  a  depression.  A  sudden 
euphoria  or  burst  of  activity.  This  could  mean  that  the  person  has 
resolved  the  inner  conflict  by  deciding  to  take  his  or  her  own  life. 
The  decision  has  been  made. 

□  Giving  away  prized  possessions. 

□  Speaking  of  life  in  the  past  tense  —  for  example,  saying,  “I’ve  loved 
you,”  or  “You’ve  been  a  good  mother.” 

Autoerotic  Fatalities  (Accidental  Asphyxia):  Investigative 

Considerations 

Deaths  which  result  during  solo  sex-related  activities. 

□  Is  the  victim  nude  or  sexually  exposed? 

□  If  the  victim  is  a  male,  is  he  dressed  in  feminine  attire? 

□  Is  there  evidence  of  masturbatory  activity? 

□  Are  sexually  stimulating  paraphernalia  present?  (Vibrators,  dildos, 
other  sexual  fantasy  aids,  or  pornography,  etc.) 

□  Is  bondage  present?  (Ropes,  chains,  blindfolds,  gags,  etc.) 

□  Are  the  restraints  interconnected? 

□  Is  there  protective  padding  between  the  ligature  and  neck? 

□  Is  there  evidence  of  infibulation? 

□  Is  there  evidence  of  fantasy?  (Erotic  literature,  diaries,  fantasy 
drawings,  etc.)  or  fetishism? 

□  Are  there  any  mirrors  or  other  reflective  devices  present? 

□  Is  the  suspension  point  within  the  reach  of  the  victim? 

□  Is  there  evidence  of  prior  such  activities?  (Abrasions  or  rope  burns 
on  the  suspension  point,  photographs,  etc.) 

□  Is  there  a  positioned  camera? 
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□  Does  the  victim  possess  literature  dealing  with  bondage,  escapol- 
ogy,  or  knots? 

□  Is  there  any  indication  of  suicidal  intent? 

Investigating  Fatal  Fires 

The  Investigative  Considerations 

□  Was  the  fire  intentional  or  accidental? 

□  Was  the  victim  alive  or  dead  before  the  fire? 

□  Many  times  arson  is  used  to  conceal  a  homicide,  disguise  a 
crime  scene,  or  destroy  evidence. 

The  Fire  Incident 

□  Identify  the  fire  officer  in  charge  of  fire  operations. 

□  Obtain  the  name,  rank,  assignment,  and  unit  responsibility  of 
all  fire  personnel  involved  in  the  operation. 

□  Obtain  a  copy  of  chief’s  report  describing  the  firematic  oper¬ 
ations  taken  to  extinguish  the  fire:  This  includes: 

□  Determination  of  origin  or  cause  —  suspicious  or  other. 

□  Was  the  fire  incendiary?  —  what  accelerant  was  used? 

Suspicious  Designation:  General  Determination  Factors 

□  Rate  of  burning  not  consistent  with  type  of  combustibles  present 
in  the  location  at  the  time  of  fire. 

□  A  person  died  as  a  result  of  the  fire. 

□  Questionable  or  multiple  points  of  origin  of  the  fire. 

□  Firefighter(s)  noticed  odor  of  gasoline  or  other  accelerant. 

□  Cause  not  readily  determined. 

Maintenance  of  the  Fire  Crime  Scene 

□  Determine  the  condition  of  the  scene  based  upon  firematic  oper¬ 
ations.  (Body  moved,  debris  removed,  building  collapse,  etc.) 

Investigation  at  the  Scene 

□  Interview  survivors  as  soon  as  possible. 

□  Interview  people  with  an  interest  in  the  fire,  who  may  still  be 
present  at  the  scene  while  firefighters  are  working. 

□  Interview  firefighters  who  have  first-hand  knowledge  of  the  con¬ 
ditions  within  the  building. 

□  Obtain  information  on  all  injured,  evacuated,  and  relocated  per¬ 
sons  for  interview. 
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Interview  any  ambulance,  paramedic,  or  other  emergency  crews 
including  Red  Cross  personnel  who  assisted  with  operations. 
Initiate  an  investigative  canvass  (see  Canvass  Technique,  Geberth, 
1996). 

Assign  a  fire  investigator  or  arson  expert  to  begin  an  origin/cause 
investigation  at  the  scene  to  make  an  official  determination  of  the 
fire  incident. 

Record  the  crime  scene  —  conduct  the  crime  scene  search. 
Examination  of  the  body. 

□  Investigative  considerations  in  arson  cases. 

□  Identity  of  the  victim. 

□  Was  victim  dead  or  alive? 

□  Is  victim  face  up  or  face  down  (usually  when  people  col¬ 
lapse,  they  fall  face  forward). 

□  Does  the  body  evince  a  “pugilistic  attitude”  (a  boxing  pose  or 
fetal  position  caused  by  the  effect  of  heat  upon  the  muscles). 

□  Postmortem  lividity  (should  be  pink  to  cherry  red  due  to 
the  inhalation  of  carbon  monoxide  if  the  person  was  alive 
and  breathing  during  fire). 

□  Blistering  (blisters  surrounded  by  pink  ring  can  be  consid¬ 
ered  as  having  occurred  before  death;  however,  the  medical 
examiner  makes  final  call). 

Determination  of  Arson 

□  The  determination  of  arson  must  be  based  upon  expert  opinion. 
This  opinion  is  established  after  a  careful  review  of  the  facts  as 
well  as  the  ability  of  the  expert  to  “read  the  fire”  which  provides 
the  investigator  with  the  necessary  legal  basis  for  an  arson  deter¬ 
mination  and  subsequent  prosecution. 

Sudden  Infant  Death  Syndrome  (SIDS):  Investigative  Checklist 

Note:  Investigators  should  be  aware  that  some  deaths  that  appear  to  be 
SIDS  deaths  may  in  fact  turn  out  to  be  homicides.  These  homicides  may 
be  due  to  smothering  or  Munchausen  Syndrome  by  Proxy  (MSBP)  cases. 
Or,  in  other  cases,  the  injuries  may  be  internal  and  an  external  exami¬ 
nation  of  the  child  fails  to  reveal  any  trauma. 

□  Infant’s  pedigree. 

□  Age,  date  of  birth,  sex,  race,  birth  weight. 

□  Date  and  time  that  the  death  was  discovered. 

□  Who  was  the  last  person  to  see  the  child  alive?  Date  and  time. 

□  Who  discovered  the  dead  infant?  Date  and  time. 
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□  What  was  the  place  of  death? 

□  Child’s  crib,  bed,  parent’s  bed,  other  location.  Describe. 

□  Position  of  the  infant/child  when  found  dead? 

□  Was  this  original  position  changed?  By  whom?  And  why? 

□  Was  resuscitation  attempted? 

□  Name  of  person  who  attempted  resuscitation. 

□  Method  of  resuscitation. 

□  Has  the  infant/child  been  sick  lately? 

□  Cold  or  sniffles? 

□  Other  minor  or  major  illnesses? 

□  Any  medical  treatment?  What  treatment  prescribed? 

□  Seeing  a  doctor?  Treating  physician? 

□  Any  medication?  What  type?  Name  and  dosage? 

□  Was  the  infant/child  breast  fed?  Or  bottle  fed? 

□  When  was  the  time  of  last  feeding? 

□  What  was  fed  to  the  infant/child? 

□  Have  the  parents  noticed  any  difference  in  the  infant/child’s  ap¬ 
pearance  or  behavior  in  the  last  few  days? 

□  When  was  the  baby  last  examined  by  a  physician?  Why  and  by  whom? 

□  Was  the  baby  exposed  to  any  illnesses  recently? 

□  Had  there  been  illness  in  the  family  recently? 

□  Have  there  been  any  other  SIDS  deaths  in  the  family? 

□  If  yes,  take  a  complete  history. 

□  Was  someone  other  than  parent  caring  for  infant/child? 

□  Identification  —  name  and  address,  etc. 

□  Ascertain  whether  any  other  infants/children  have  died  under 
their  care. 

Note:  The  investigator  should  approach  the  parents  in  a  sensitive  and 
nonaccusatory  manner  and  conduct  the  interview  to  obtain  the  above 
information.  If  the  death  does  appear  to  be  a  SIDS  death,  convey  to  the 
parents  that  they  are  not  to  blame  and  that  there  wasn’t  anything  they 
could  have  done  to  prevent  the  death. 

Munchausen  Syndrome  by  Proxy  Warning  Signs  (MSBP)* 

□  Illness  that  is  unexplained,  prolonged,  and  so  extraordinary  that 
experienced  doctors  state  they  have  never  seen  anything  like  it 
before. 

□  Repeated  hospitalizations  and  extensive  medical  tests  without 
achieving  a  diagnosis. 


*  Adapted  from  Meadow  (1982)  and  Guandolo  (1985). 
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□  Symptoms  and  signs  that  do  not  make  medical  sense. 

□  Persistent  failure  of  the  victim  to  respond  to  therapy. 

□  Signs  and  symptoms  that  dissipate  when  the  victim  is  removed 
from  the  suspected  offender. 

□  Mothers  who  do  not  seem  worried  about  their  children’s  illnesses 
and  are  constantly  at  the  child’s  side  while  in  the  hospital. 

□  Mothers  who  have  an  unusually  close  relationship  with  the  med¬ 
ical  staff. 

□  Families  who  have  other  children  labeled  as  SIDS  children. 

□  Mothers  with  previous  medical  or  nursing  experience  that  often 
give  a  history  of  the  same  type  of  illness  as  the  child. 

□  A  parent  that  welcomes  a  medical  test  of  the  child,  even  if  painful. 

□  Attempts  to  convince  the  staff  that  the  child  is  still  ill  when  advised 
that  the  child  will  be  released  from  the  hospital. 

□  A  “model  family”  that  normally  would  be  above  suspicion. 

□  A  caretaker  with  a  previous  history  of  Munchausen  Syndrome. 

□  A  caretaker  who  adamantly  refuses  to  accept  the  suggestion  that 
the  diagnosis  is  nonmedical. 
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Collection  and 
Preservation  of  Physical 
Evidence  in  Sex-Related 
Death  Investigations 


Introduction 


Recovery  and  collection  of  evidence  in  sex-related  homicide  and  death 
investigations  are  of  paramount  importance  to  the  overall  investigation. 
Although  the  general  principles  of  collection,  chain  of  custody,  and  pres¬ 
ervation  remain  the  same,  there  are  unique  aspects  to  the  types  of  evi¬ 
dence  encountered  in  sex-related  events.  Sex-related  homicides 
frequently  result  in  various  kinds  of  personal  evidence,  including  body 
fluids,  such  as  semen,  sperm,  blood,  and  saliva,  as  well  as  hairs  and  fibers 
and  other  microscopic  evidence  that  may  be  lost  or  contaminated  due  to 
a  number  of  variables  ranging  from  the  dynamics  of  the  event  and  the 
environment  of  the  scene  to  the  actions  of  police  personnel  at  the  scene. 
The  focus  of  this  chapter  is  on  the  practical  applications  of  collection, 
chain  of  custody,  and  preservation  of  evidence  in  sex-related  homicide 
and  death  investigations.* * 


*  The  techniques  of  collection  presented  in  this  chapter  are  based  on  the  recommendations 
of  Robert  C.  Shaler,  Ph.D.  Dr.  Shaler,  who  holds  a  M.S.  and  Ph.D.  in  Biochemistry  from 
Pennsylvania  State  University,  is  the  Director  of  Serology  for  the  New  York  City  Medical 
Examiner's  Office.  He  has  lectured  at  various  universities  and  forensic  symposia  and  has 
published  several  articles  related  to  forensic  science.  The  author  recommends  the  following 
textbooks  for  further  and  more  in-depth  information  on  criminalistics  and  forensic  science: 
Lee,  Palmbach,  and  Miller  (2001)  and  Saferstein  (1998). 
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General  Types  of  Evidence 

Physical  evidence 
Testimonial  evidence 
Documentary  evidence 
Behavioral  evidence 


In  Geberth  (1996),  each  of  these  general  types  of  evidence  becomes 
crucial  in  the  identification,  apprehension,  and  subsequent  prosecution 
of  offenders.  However,  the  investigator  should  appreciate  the  nature  of 
physical  evidence. 


Physical  Evidence 

Physical  evidence  is  any  tangible  article,  small  or  large,  that  tends  to  prove 
or  disprove  a  point  in  question.  It  maybe  used  to  accomplish  the  following: 

1.  Reconstruct  the  crime 

2.  Identify  the  participants 

3.  Confirm  or  discredit  an  alibi 

Proper  collection  and  disposition  of  physical  or  trace  evidence  from 
the  crime  scene  and  the  body  of  the  deceased  are  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  the  investigation  and  eventual  court  presentation.  The  evidence  must 
have  been  obtained  legally  in  order  for  it  to  be  admissible.  Therefore,  it 
is  imperative  that  the  legal  authority  that  will  collect  the  evidence  and 
proper  collection  techniques  be  considered  prior  to  the  actual  collection 
of  the  evidence. 

Classifications  of  Physical  Evidence 
Class  Evidence 

Class  evidence  is  that  which  cannot  be  forensically  identified  with  a  spe¬ 
cific  source  to  the  exclusion  of  all  others.  Examples  include  non-DNA 
analysis  of  the  following: 

Blood 

Semen 

Saliva 

Hair 

Fibers 
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Soil 

Glass 

Wood 

Plant  materials 
Animal  materials 

Individualistic  Evidence 

Individualistic  evidence  can  be  positively  and  forensically  identified  with 
a  specific  source,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  sources.  Examples  are  the 
DNA  analysis  of  the  following: 

Body  fluids  and  hair 
Latent  prints 
Fracture  matches 
Bite  marks 
Specific  handwriting 

Types  of  Physical  Evidence 
Transient  Evidence 

Transient  evidence  is  temporary  in  nature.  Examples  include  odors,  tem¬ 
perature,  imprints  and  indentations  in  soft  or  changing  materials  (butter, 
wet  sand,  snow,  or  mud),  and  markings,  i.e.,  lividity  and  blood  spatters 
on  moveable  objects. 

Pattern  Evidence 

Pattern  evidence  is  produced  by  contact.  Examples  include  blood  splatter, 
glass  fracture  patterns,  fire  burn  patterns,  furniture  position  patterns, 
projectile  trajectories,  tire  marks,  MO,  clothing  or  article  patterns,  and 
powder  residue  patterns. 

Conditional  Evidence 

Caused  by  an  action  or  event,  conditional  evidence  can  include  the  light¬ 
ing  conditions  at  a  scene;  odor,  color,  and  direction  of  smoke;  flame  (color, 
direction,  temperature);  location  of  evidence  in  relation  to  the  body;  and 
vehicle  (locked  or  unlocked,  lights  on  or  off,  window  open  or  closed, 
radio  on  or  off,  and  mileage). 

Transfer  Evidence 

Transfer  evidence  is  generally  produced  by  physical  contact  of  persons, 
objects,  or  between  persons  or  objects.  The  linkage  concept. 
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Trace  and  Transfer  Evidence.  Practically  speaking,  there  are  two  types 
of  transfer  evidence:  trace  transfer  and  pattern  transfer  evidence.  Exam¬ 
ples  of  commonly  encountered  trace  transfer  evidence  include  hair,  fibers, 
blood,  semen,  glass,  and  soil.  Examples  of  pattern  transfer  evidence  are 
imprint  and  impression  evidence.  Many  times,  transfer  evidence  is  a 
combination  of  trace  and  pattern  components,  such  as  bloody  shoeprints, 
hair  and  fibers,  greasy  fingerprints,  or  fabric  impressions. 

There  is  a  principle  in  homicide  investigation  that  refers  to  a  theo¬ 
retical  exchange  between  two  objects  that  have  been  in  contact  with  one 
another.  This  theory  of  transfer  or  exchange  is  based  on  Locard’s 
“Exchange  Principle.”  Edmond  Locard,  a  Frenchman  who  founded  the 
University  of  Lyons’  Institute  of  Criminalistics,  believed  that  whenever 
two  human  beings  came  into  contact  something  from  one  was  exchanged 
to  the  other,  and  vice  versa.  This  exchange  might  involve  hairs,  fibers, 
dirt,  dust,  blood  and  other  bodily  fluids,  as  well  as  skin  cells,  metallic 
residue,  and  other  microscopic  materials.  In  Practical  Homicide  Investi¬ 
gation  (Geberth,  1996),  Locard’s  principle  is  summed  as  follows: 

1 .  The  perpetrator  will  take  away  traces  of  the  victim  and  the  scene. 

2.  The  victim  will  retain  traces  of  the  perpetrator  and  may  leave  traces 
of  himself  or  herself  on  the  perpetrator. 

3.  The  perpetrator  will  leave  behind  traces  of  himself  or  herself  at 
the  scene. 

The  goal  is  to  establish  a  link  between  the  various  facets  of  the  crime 
scene,  the  victim,  physical  evidence,  and  the  suspect.  All  of  these  compo¬ 
nents  must  be  connected  for  the  successful  resolution  of  the  case.  The 
linkage  concept  rests  on  the  principle  of  the  “Theory  of  Transfer  and 
Exchange .” 

Remember,  anything  and  everything  may  eventually  become  evidence. 

Direct  Transfer.  A  direct  transfer  occurs  when  materials  are  transferred 
from  the  original  source  to  another  person  or  object.  An  example  would 
be  a  bleeding  victim’s  blood  found  on  the  suspect  or  his  clothing;  or,  a 
latent  fingerprint  of  the  suspect  discovered  in  the  crime  scene  or  the 
suspect’s  semen  recovered  from  the  victim. 

Indirect  Transfer.  An  indirect  transfer  occurs  when  trace  evidence  that 
was  directly  transferred  to  one  location  is  then  transferred  again  to 
another  location.  An  example  would  be  rug  fibers  at  the  crime  scene, 
which  had  been  transferred  to  the  clothing  of  a  victim,  are  then  found  in 
the  suspect’s  car  after  he  transported  the  body  to  the  dump  site. 
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Procedures  for  Collection  of  Evidence 


In  order  to  be  introduced  as  physical  evidence  in  a  trial,  an  article  must: 

Be  properly  identified 

Show  a  proper  “chain  of  custody” 

Be  material  and  relevant 
Meet  all  legal  requirements 

The  crime  scene  technician  or  crime  scene  investigator  summoned  to 
the  scene  should  have  operational  supervision  over  gathering,  collecting, 
and  marking  evidence  for  identification.  However,  the  investigator 
assigned  to  the  case  is  still  in  charge  of  the  investigation  and  should  be 
consulted  prior  to  any  evidence  gathering  or  crime  scene  processing. 

The  proper  collection  and  disposition  of  evidence  will  be  accom¬ 
plished  if  the  following  guidelines  are  adhered  to: 

1 .  Each  piece  of  evidence  should  be  marked  (on  the  container  or  item 
as  applicable)  to  show  its  original  position  and  location.  This  in¬ 
formation  should  also  be  recorded  in  the  investigator’s  notebook. 

2.  Each  article  should  be  marked  distinctively  by  the  searching  officer 
to  identify  the  person  who  found  the  particular  piece  of  evidence. 
In  cases  of  small  or  fluid  specimens,  this  marking  is  done  on  the 
container. 

3.  Each  item  should  be  described  exactly  and  completely,  with  the 
corresponding  case  numbers  affixed  and  the  date  and  time  of 
collection  indicated. 

4.  Each  item  should  be  packaged  in  a  separate,  clean,  and  properly 
sized  container  to  prevent  cross-contamination  or  damage. 

5.  Each  package  should  be  sealed  to  retain  evidence  and  prevent  any 
unauthorized  handling. 

6.  Each  piece  of  evidence  should  show  proper  disposition: 

a.  Police  department  laboratory 

b.  Property  clerk’s  office 

c.  FBI  laboratory 

7.  Proper  records  should  be  kept  regarding  each  piece  of  evidence, 
showing  chain  of  custody.  These  records  should  reflect  any  move¬ 
ment  of  the  evidence  from  the  point  of  origin  to  its  final  disposition. 

Remember,  each  item  should  be  photographed  before  it  is  collected 
as  evidence.  These  photographs  should  include  a  long-range  view  to  show 
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the  relationship  of  the  object  to  its  surroundings  and  a  close-range  view 
to  show  the  actual  item  being  collected.  (See  Geberth,  1996,  Chapter  6). 


Field  Test  Reagents 

Tests  for  the  Presence  of  Blood 
Phenolphthalin  (Kastel-Meyer) 

This  test  is  performed  by  rubbing  a  cotton  swab  that  has  been  moistened 
in  a  saline  solution  on  the  suspected  blood  stain.  A  drop  is  added  to  the 
swab,  and  then  a  drop  of  hydrogen  peroxide  3%  is  added.  A  positive 
reaction  will  turn  the  swab  pink  to  red  within  15  seconds. 

Leucomalachite  Green  ( LMG ) 

This  test  is  performed  the  same  way  as  above.  A  positive  reaction  is 
indicated  by  a  greenish-blue  color  that  will  appear  almost  immediately. 

Luminol 

This  reagent  is  sprayed  onto  the  object  to  be  checked.  However,  it  must 
be  viewed  in  total  darkness.  With  a  positive  reaction,  it  will  luminesce 
violet  within  5  seconds  (Figure  6.1  and  Figure  6.2). 


Figure  6.1  Murder  scene  that  was  "cleaned  up.”  This  is  the  crime  scene  photo 
of  the  bedroom  floor  where  a  woman  was  stabbed  to  death.  Her  husband  dumped 
the  body  and  then  cleaned  the  bedroom.  (Courtesy  of  the  Honolulu  Police  Depart¬ 
ment's  Scientific  Investigation  Section,  Captain  Gary  A.  Dias.) 
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Figure  6.2  Application  of  luminol.  This  is  the  same  view  as  the  previous 
photograph  after  the  application  of  luminol,  showing  where  the  blood  pooled. 
(Courtesy  of  the  Honolulu  Police  Department's  Scientific  Investigation  Section, 
Captain  Gary  A.  Dias.) 

Ortho-Tolidine 

This  test  is  performed  by  rubbing  a  cotton  swab  that  has  been  moistened 
in  a  saline  solution  on  the  suspected  blood  stain.  A  drop  is  added  to  the 
swab,  and  then  a  drop  of  hydrogen  peroxide  3%  is  added.  A  positive 
reaction  is  indicated  by  an  intense  blue  color. 

Tetra-Methyl  Benzidine  (TMB) 

This  is  another  in  a  series  of  presumptive  tests  that  is  specific  for  blood. 
TMB  is  an  enhancement  reagent.  Tetra-methyl  benzidine  reacts  with  the 
heme  in  blood.  Spray  the  surface  lightly  two  to  three  times  about  10  inches 
away  from  the  surface.  The  bloody  imprint  pattern  should  turn  greenish- 
blue  in  color.  If  oversprayed,  results  may  give  a  dark  blue  color  and  mask 
ridge  patterns. 

Hemaglow 

This  is  a  protein  reactant  that  does  not  ordinarily  react  with  household 
cleaners,  like  Luminol  does.  Hemaglow  also  glows  brighter  and  can  be 
photographed  with  a  flat  plane  camera. 

Leucocrystal  Violet  (LCV) 

LCV  is  a  new  positive  blood  identifier  that  turns  permanent  violet  when 
in  contact  with  blood.  Leucocrystal  violet  can  be  testified  to  in  court  as 
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a  blood  identifier  at  the  scene,  without  further  testing  to  identify  the  stain 
as  blood. 

Tests  for  the  Presence  of  Body  Fluids 


Semen:  Acid  phosphatase  tests 
Saliva:  Amylase  tests 
Urine:  Creatinine,  urea  tests 
Fecal  matter:  Urobilinogen 
Gastric  contents:  Gastric  acid 

Pattern  Enhancement  Reagents 
Protein  Enhancement  Reagents 

Ninhydrin.  Ninhydrin  detects  trace  amounts  of  amino  acids  associated 
with  body  secretions.  The  amino  acids  are  transferred  with  the  sweat  from 
the  pores  of  a  finger,  palm,  or  sole  of  the  foot.  Amino  acids  are  easily 
absorbed  into  absorbent  and  partially  absorbent  surfaces,  such  as  paper, 
unfinished  wood,  cardboard,  leather. 

Coomassie  Brilliant  Blue  (R250).  Coomassie  Blue  is  a  general  protein 
that  works  well  with  bloodstains.  Coomassie  is  a  more  sensitive,  general 
protein  stain  than  crystal  violet  stains. 

Crystal  (Gentian)  Violet.  Crystal  violet  works  exceptionally  well  on 
adhesive  surfaces,  such  as  tapes. 

Amido  Black.  This  is  a  protein  reactant  that  is  sprayed  onto  the  sus¬ 
pected  area.  Naphthol,  which  is  the  amido  black  powder,  is  mixed  with 
glacial  acetic  acid  and  methanol.  The  formula  is  to  mix  2  grams  naphthol, 
100  mL  glacial  acetic  acid,  and  900  mL  methanol. 

The  procedure  is  to  set  the  prints  with  methanol,  and  then  spray  the 
area  with  amido  black.  Rinse  with  100  mL  glacial  acetic  acid  and  900  mL 
of  methanol.  Rinse  with  water.  Clean  with  Clorox®  (Figure  6.3). 

Fatty  Acid  Enhancement  Reagents 

Iodine  fuming 

Small  particle  reagent 

Superglue  (cyanoacrylate)  fuming* 


*  See  Lee,  Palmbach,  and  Miller  (2001)  for  further  information  on  the  use  of  any  of  these 
reagents  as  well  as  a  more  in-depth  explanation  of  proper  laboratory  procedures. 
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Figure  6.3  Amido  black.  Latent  palmprints  of  the  suspect  raised  from  the 
victim's  left  arm  by  Detective  Conley,  who  used  amido  black  with  methanol 
alcohol  rinse.  (Courtesy  of  Detective  Rheta  Conley,  Gastonia,  North  Carolina 
Police  Department.) 


Method  for  Diagnosing  Abrasions,  Lacerations,  and  Other  Skin 
Disruptions  in  the  Perineum  and  Perianal  Areas 

According  to  Frederick  T.  Zugibe,  Chief  Medical  Examiner,  Rockland 
County,  New  York,  an  excellent  procedure  in  determining  sexual  assault 
injuries  can  be  seen  through  the  application  of  toluidine  blue  in  0.01% 
solution  or  methylene  blue  or  azure. 

Toluidine  stains  ground  substance  or  mucopolysaccharides  that  are 
found  in  abrasions  as  well  as  other  skin  injuries.  The  intact  skin  will  not 
stain,  but  injured  skin  will  be  seen  with  the  application  of  toluidine  blue 
or  methylene  blue  or  azure.  This  test  is  extremely  effective  in  child  sexual 
abuse  cases.  It  can  also  be  administered  by  doctors  in  hospital  emergency 
rooms  who  treat  live  victims  of  sexual  assault  to  document  the  presence 
of  mucopolysaccharides.  Simple  color  Polaroids  taken  before  and  after 
the  application  produce  excellent  documentation  of  sexual  abuse  that  can 
be  used  in  trial.  Toluidine  blue  is  applied  with  cotton  or  gauze  to  the  area 
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Figure  6.4  Toluidine  blue.  The  perineum  area  of  a  victim  of  an  anal  assault. 
Evidence  of  injury  is  not  present  to  the  naked  eye.  (Courtesy  of  Dr.  Frederick  T. 
Zugibe,  Chief  Medical  Examiner,  Rockland  County,  New  York.) 

of  suspected  trauma.  The  excess  is  wiped  off  with  a  K-Y  jelly  or  similar 
substance.  The  stain  will  remain  in  the  area  of  trauma  (Figure  6.4  and 
Figure  6.5). 

Collection  of  Specific  Types  of  Evidence 

The  homicide  investigator  is  usually  confronted  with  the  same  general 
type  of  evidence  in  most  murder  investigations,  such  as  blood,  bullets, 
and  fingerprints.  The  evidence  ordinarily  falls  within  three  distinct  cate¬ 
gories:  body  materials,  objects,  and  impressions. 

The  focus  in  this  chapter  is  on  practical  methods  for  collecting  those 
types  of  evidence  commonly  found  at  the  scenes  of  sex-related  homicides. 
The  more  advanced  and  detailed  methodologies  were  purposefully  omit¬ 
ted  from  this  section,  because  they  are  usually  beyond  the  capability  of 
the  average  investigator  and  are  best  performed  by  crime  scene  technicians 
and  other  experts  who  have  been  specially  trained  in  forensic  science 
techniques. 
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Figure  6.5  Toluidine  blue.  Note  the  dark  discoloration  in  the  region  of  the  anal 
cavity.  Toluidine  stains  ground  substance  or  mucopolysaccharides  that  are  found 
in  abrasions  as  well  as  any  other  skin  injuries.  This  photo  shows  that  the  appli¬ 
cation  was  positive  for  abrasive  injuries  in  the  perineal  area.  (Courtesy  of  Dr. 
Frederick  T.  Zugibe,  Chief  Medical  Examiner,  Rockland  County,  New  York.) 

Body  Fluids 

Blood 
Blood  (Wet) 

1.  Large  amounts  or  pools: 

a.  Use  an  eyedropper  or  hypodermic  syringe  to  collect  the  fluid 
and  transfer  it  to  a  sterile  container  (5  cc  is  sufficient  for  testing 
purposes). 

b.  Transfer  immediately  to  the  laboratory,  or  refrigerate  the  spec¬ 
imen.  Generally,  do  not  freeze  blood.  However,  if  the  blood  is 
to  be  shipped  to  a  laboratory  for  DNA  testing,  it  can  be  frozen 
for  transport. 

c.  In  some  instances,  depending  on  the  jurisdiction  regulations, 
a  chemical  preservative  such  as  sodium  azide  or  EDTA  can  be 
used  to  prevent  blood  spoilage. 

2.  Small  amounts: 

a.  Use  a  100%  cotton  swab,  #8  cotton  thread,  or  gauze  pad  to 
collect  specimen. 
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b.  Allow  swab  or  gauze  pad  to  air  dry. 

c.  Place  in  sterile  test  tube  or  other  clean  container. 

Blood  Stains  (Dry) 

1.  Nonporous  surface: 

a.  If  there  is  a  sufficient  amount  of  dry  blood,  it  can  be  scraped 
from  the  surface  with  a  clean  razor  blade  or  sterile  scalpel. 
These  scrapings  should  be  shaved  into  a  sterile  container. 

2.  Porous  surface  (fabric,  unfinished  wood,  etc.): 

a.  Collect  and  submit  the  article  containing  the  stain  to  the  lab¬ 
oratory  as  found. 

b.  Wrap  in  a  separate  and  sterile  container.  If  the  article  is  too 
large  or  inappropriate  to  transport,  remove  a  portion  of  the 
material  containing  an  adequate  amount  of  the  stain  for  trans¬ 
port  to  the  laboratory  for  analysis. 

3.  Traces  or  smears  that  cannot  be  scraped  into  a  container: 

a.  Moisten  a  100%  cotton  swab  or  gauze  pad  with  distilled  water. 
Also,  obtain  a  control  sample  that  should  be  forwarded  to  the 
lab  for  analysis  with  the  specimen. 

b.  Stain  will  soften  and  soak  into  swab  or  gauze  pad. 

c.  Allow  to  air  dry. 

d.  Place  into  a  sterile  test  tube  or  container  for  the  laboratory. 

Remember,  do  not  use  a  swab  or  other  instrument  to  collect  blood 
from  more  than  one  stain.  Use  separate  swabs,  razors,  scalpels,  or  other 
instruments  for  each  separate  stain  to  be  sampled.  This  is  to  prevent 
contamination  of  samples. 

ft  is  possible  that  the  assailant’s  blood  may  also  be  present.  If  the  same 
instrument  is  used  to  collect  all  samples,  the  evidence  will  be  tainted. 
Furthermore,  you  should  be  careful  not  to  touch  the  surface  that  con¬ 
tacted  the  blood  sample,  because  your  DNA  and  body  secretions  may 
contaminate  the  collected  sample  (see  Application  of  DNA  Technology) 
(Figure  6.6  to  Figure  6.8). 

In  the  O.J.  Simpson  case,  a  review  of  one  of  the  crime  scene  photo¬ 
graphs  showed  droplets  of  blood  on  Nicole  Brown’s  back.  The  question 
was,  “Could  this  blood  have  been  deposited  by  her  killer?”  However,  that 
blood  was  never  tested  because  the  Coroner’s  Office  washed  the  body 
prior  to  autopsy.  I  personally  investigated  and  reviewed  numerous  cases 
where  an  offender,  during  a  violent  altercation,  injured  himself  and  left 
traces  of  blood  in  the  scene  and  on  the  victim’s  body. 
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Figure  6.6  Bloody  crime  scene  and  weapon.  A  large  bloody  knife  and  blood¬ 
stains  were  found  in  this  bedroom,  where  an  offender  sexually  assaulted  and 
killed  a  woman  before  attempting  to  kill  her  husband  when  he  came  home  and 
interrupted  the  event.  (Courtesy  of  Detective  Scott  Mummert,  Chambersburg, 
Pennsylvania  Police  Department.) 

Semen 

Next  to  blood,  semen  and  sperm  are  the  physiological  fluids  most  com¬ 
monly  discovered  at  sex-related  homicide  crime  scenes.  If  a  sexual  assault 
is  suspected,  the  investigator  should  carefully  examine  the  body  and  cloth¬ 
ing  of  the  deceased  prior  to  moving  the  body.  If  any  stains  are  observed, 
procedures  to  collect  this  evidence  should  be  performed  at  the  scene.  Later 
at  autopsy,  the  medical  examiner  or  coroner  will  take  a  vaginal  swab  or 
vaginal  aspirant  to  obtain  semen  traces  from  within  the  vaginal  canal.  In 
addition,  oral  and  anal  swabs  may  be  taken  if  sodomy  is  also  suspected, 
and  air- dried  immediately. 

The  following  techniques  should  be  employed  at  the  scene: 

1.  Wet  stain: 

a.  Swab  or  wash  (by  medical  examiner  if  possible). 

b.  Draw  the  fluid  into  an  eyedropper  or  hypodermic  syringe. 

c.  Place  in  sterile  test  tube. 

d.  Use  swab  or  cotton  gauze  pad  for  samples  of  smaller  quantities 
that  are  still  moist. 

e.  Allow  to  air  dry  immediately,  and  place  in  a  sterile  container. 


250 


Sex-Related  Homicide  and  Death  Investigation 


o 

d 


CD 

d 


P 

O 


CD 

d 

o 

o 

d 

-M 

d 

o 


(D 
d 
d 

(D 

m 

*-4— I 

o 

(D 

d 

H  d  CD 

c/5  Jn  p 

w)-S 

C  d 

&d>  3 

O  d  d 
»-4  CD 

^  -*->  '-M 

w  cd  O 
d  -m 

g  S  £ 

o  (U 


oo 

so 


CD 

■5 

bJO 

d 

d 

■3 

a 

1) 


d  § 
ph  d 


CD 

d 

H 

CD 

d 

CD 

CD 

C/D 

CD 

d 

+-> 

bJO 

d 


— ~ 

C/D 

-4— > 

CD 

d 

+-» 

u 

d 

G 

o 

+-> 

U 

H 

ccS 

■ — ■ 

P. 

+j 

4) 

d 

CD 

Q 

O 

(D 

C/D 

CD 

CD 

d 

O 

+J 

Ph 

£ 

o 

o 

d 

ccS 

Vh 

O 

O 

MH 

O 

+-> 

3 

U 

d 

CD 

o 

C/D 

d 

d 

4) 

5-i 

CD 

+-> 

d 

P< 

Ctf 

ccs 

CD 

N 

Jh 

O 

CD 

d 

’Sh 

C/D 

CO 

d 

PJ 

d 

d 

o 

rd 

d 

(D 

W 

d 

(D 

O 

> 

O 

3 

•  >—i 
-M 

o 

CD 

-M 

+-> 

CD 

CD 

CD 

Q 

-M 

M-H 

C/5 

O 

i  CD  CD 

>  §  u 

!  ft  S 

!  u  <u 

i  -g  3 

>  ^  a 
,  -ft  “ 

i  y  <u 
i  o  ^ 
l  E 


>  T3 
!  2 
I  rft 
I 

)  1) 

!  § 
!  (D 


IJ3 


d 

o 

d 

o 

o 


CD 

CD 

d 

CD 

C/D 

d 

ctf 


CD 

Jh 

O 

CD 

!>n 

CO 

S 

V 

-4-> 

Vh 

H 

G 

4P 

o 

d 

o 

U 

d 

4) 

d 

d 

4) 

-4-4 

Cu 

+-> 

C/D 

C/D 

o 

"O 

PH 

O 

4) 

o 

d 

d 

CO 

CCS 

> 

CD 

d 

i> 

+-> 

d 

CD 

o 

+-» 

O 

o 

d 

3 

T— H 

d 

(D 

CD 

-4-4 

d 

'-M 

d 

-4-4 

Ctf 

4) 

O 

C/D 

ccS 

K5^ 

3h 

co 

CS 

CCS 

£ 

d 

K* 

•3d 

4) 

d 

o 

o 

CD 

d 

d 

PH 

o 

<D 

d! 

PH 

-4-4 

CD 

(D 

d  d 

+->  -4-» 


Detective  Ken  Espinoza,  Pueblo,  Colorado  Police  Department.) 
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2.  Dry  stain: 

a.  A  dry  stain  will  have  a  stiff  “starchy”  texture. 

b.  If  it  is  on  clothing,  submit  the  entire  article,  being  careful  not 
to  break  or  contaminate  the  stained  area. 

c.  On  the  body,  using  a  100%  cotton  gauze  pad  moistened  with 
distilled  water,  gently  remove  the  stain  and  place  in  a  sterile 
test  tube  or  container  after  allowing  to  air  dry. 

Sometimes,  an  ultraviolet  light  or  certain  wavelengths  of  an  alternate 
light  source  (ALS)  can  be  used  to  locate  seminal  stains.  However,  in  many 
instances,  a  false  reading  will  be  obtained  due  to  the  “brighteners”  used 
in  certain  laundry  detergents  as  well  as  the  fact  that  numerous  items  will 
also  fluoresce.  It  should  be  noted,  too,  that  UV  disrupts  the  structure  of 
DNA.  In  any  event,  caution  should  be  exercised  (Figure  6.9  to  Figure  6.13). 


Figure  6.9  Dried  semen.  This  closeup  shot  of  the  vaginal  area  of  a  rape-homi¬ 
cide  victim  disclosed  traces  of  dried  semen.  Note  the  "starchy"  appearance.  This 
trace  evidence  should  be  gathered  using  100%  cotton  moistened  with  distilled 
water,  be  allowed  to  air  dry  and  then  placed  in  a  sterile  container  for  delivery  to 
the  laboratory. 


252 


Sex-Related  Homicide  and  Death  Investigation 


Figure  6.10  Dried  semen  on  rug.  Detectives  recovered  this  semen  on  the  rug 
next  to  the  woman's  body.  The  killer  apparently  experienced  premature  ejacula¬ 
tion  as  he  attempted  to  rape  the  victim.  (Courtesy  of  Retired  Detective  Marsha 
Reed,  Ft.  Collins,  Colorado  Police  Department.) 


Figure  6.11  Recovery  of  semen.  This  photo  shows  the  examination  of  a  victim 
of  a  rape  and  sodomy.  The  injuries  to  the  vagina  are  visible  in  the  photo.  Semen 
was  recovered,  which  was  linked  by  DNA  to  the  subject.  (Courtesy  of  Detective 
Sergeant  Alan  Patton,  Grand  Prairie,  Texas  Police  Department.) 
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Figure  6.12  Autopsy  examination.  Semen  recovered  from  victim's  vagina. 
(Courtesy  of  Retired  Detective  Marsha  Reed,  Ft.  Collins,  Colorado  Police 
Department.) 


Figure  6.13  Urine  evidence.  The  offender,  who  was  a  fetish  burglar,  raped  and 
killed  a  woman  in  her  home.  He  then  spent  hours  with  her  body.  He  masturbated, 
urinated,  and  defecated  in  the  crime  scene.  (Courtesy  of  Retired  Detective  Marsha 
Reed,  Ft.  Collins,  Colorado  Police  Department.) 
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Urine 

1.  Remove  by  eyedropper,  sterile  cotton  swab,  or  100%  gauze  pad. 

2.  Place  in  a  sterile  test  tube  or  other  container. 

3.  If  on  clothing,  the  entire  article  should  be  submitted. 

Saliva  or  Spittle 

1 .  Remove  with  an  eyedropper,  sterile  cotton  swab,  or  1 00%  gauze  pad. 

2.  Place  in  a  sterile  test  tube  or  other  clean  container  after  drying. 

Recovery  of  Saliva  and  Urine.  The  methods  used  in  the  recovery  of 
saliva  samples  at  a  scene  are  dictated  by  the  nature  of  the  stain  and  the 
nature  of  the  surface  on  which  it  is  found.  The  surfaces  on  which  such 
evidence  is  found  might  be  porous  or  nonporous. 

Porous  Surfaces 

1.  Stains  (wet  or  dry)  on  porous  surfaces  that  can  be  removed,  along 
with  ample  surface  area  surrounding  the  stain,  should  be  recovered. 

2.  Stains  on  surfaces  that  can  be  collected  as  an  entire  item  should 
be  collected  whole. 

3.  Wet  stains  should  be  allowed  to  dry  before  packaging. 

4.  Surfaces  such  as  clothing,  unfinished  wood,  paper,  cardboard,  and 
many  more  fall  into  this  category.  Wet  body  fluids  can  be  absorbed 
into  the  materials. 

Nonporous  Surfaces 

1 .  Collection  of  the  entire  item  and  removal  of  a  section  of  the  surface 
bearing  the  stain,  along  with  ample  material  surrounding  the  stain, 
are  two  preferred  methods  of  collection. 

2.  If  the  stain  is  not  protected,  nonporous  surfaces  bearing  saliva 
stains  may  be  susceptible  to  abrasive  removal  of  the  stain  materials 
by  packaging. 

3.  Contamination  through  handling  with  uncovered  hands  or  inad¬ 
vertent  rubbing  should  be  avoided. 

Remember  that  saliva  is  more  useful  to  the  investigator  today 
because  DNA  technology  has  become  so  advanced  through  the  extreme 
sensitivity  of  techniques  like  PCR.  DNA  from  epithelial  cells  that  are 
present  in  saliva  can  be  swabbed  from  the  surfaces  of  the  oral  cavity  of 
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suspects  and  have,  in  fact,  become  the  method  of  choice  in  screening  a 
number  of  suspects  in  an  investigation.  The  swab  method  of  extracting 
DNA  is  not  as  intrusive  as  taking  blood  samples,  and  the  sample  can  be 
easily  and  quickly  analyzed. 

The  author  consulted  on  one  particular  sex-related  homicide  inves¬ 
tigation  involving  the  murder  of  a  young  boy  who  had  gone  to  a  carnival. 
There  were  a  number  of  possible  suspects,  some  of  whom  had  criminal 
records.  The  authorities  took  over  50  oral  swabs  for  buccal  cells,  which 
led  to  the  positive  identification  of  the  offender. 

Feces 

1.  Large  amount: 

a.  Remove  with  a  small  clean  shovel.  Allow  to  air  dry. 

b.  Place  in  a  sterile  container. 

2.  Small  amount: 

a.  Remove  with  100%  cotton  swab  or  gauze  pad  moistened  with 
distilled  water,  then  air  dry  or  scrape  into  container. 

b.  Place  in  a  sterile  test  tube. 

Vomit 

1.  Remove  with  an  eyedropper  or  small  shovel,  depending  on  the 
amount. 

2.  Place  into  a  sterile  container. 

It  should  be  noted  that  any  physiological  fluid  found  at  the  scene, 
such  as  urine,  saliva,  feces,  perspiration,  ear  wax,  nasal  mucus,  etc.  can 
be  typed  into  the  same  grouping  as  blood,  providing  the  material  comes 
from  an  individual  who  is  a  secretor.  Secretors  make  up  approximately 
80%  of  the  general  population.  Physiological  fluids  of  these  secretors  can 
be  blood-typed  by  the  serologist. 

Remember  that  DNA/PCR  technology  provides  the  possibility  of  an 
individualistic  comparison  to  a  suspect  as  well  as  other  genetic  factors 
that  can  also  be  identified,  regardless  of  secretor  status. 

Tissue 

1 .  Remove  with  tweezers. 

2.  Place  in  a  glass  container  or  sterile  test  tube. 

3.  Forward  to  the  medical  examiner  (Figure  6.14). 
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Figure  6.14  Human  remains.  These  human  remains,  which  were  recovered  by 
detectives  at  a  dump  site,  were  matched  to  the  victim  by  DNA.  (Courtesy  of  The 
Kansas  Bureau  of  Investigation.) 

Hair  and  Fiber  Evidence 

During  crimes  of  violence,  specifically  against  persons,  certain  trace  mate¬ 
rials  such  as  hair  or  fibers  will  be  transferred  between  the  victim  and  the 
perpetrator.  These  traces  may  also  be  left  at  the  scene.  Hair  and  fiber 
evidence,  which  is  microscopic  in  nature,  is  oftentimes  overlooked 
because  it  is  not  as  visible  as  blood  and  other  body  materials,  objects,  or 
impression  evidence  found  at  the  crime  scene.  Therefore,  effective  crime 
scene  processing  requires  that  the  evidence  technician  vacuum  the  crime 
scene  in  order  to  retrieve  hair  and  fiber  evidence. 

The  vacuum  bag  is  then  emptied  onto  a  clean  white  surface,  and  the 
hairs  and  fibers  are  collected  by  tweezers  and  placed  in  clear  plastic  enve¬ 
lopes  for  later  analysis. 

Hair  is  constantly  being  shed  as  new  hair  grows  or  as  one  simply  runs 
a  comb,  brush,  or  fingers  through  one’s  hair.  At  any  given  time,  there  are 
about  300,000  strands  of  hair  on  the  scalp  of  individuals  who  have  not 
already  suffered  significant  hair  loss.  Therefore,  hair  is  among  the  most 
common  physical  evidence  found  at  crime  scenes. 

In  the  Danielle  van  Dam  abduction  and  murder  case,  the  authorities 
discovered  the  little  girl’s  blood,  hair,  and  fingerprints  in  the  suspect’s 
motor  home.  He  was  arrested  after  the  blood  and  hair  were  matched  to 
the  victim  through  DNA  analysis,  and  the  latent  prints  in  the  RV  were 
matched  to  the  victim.  Although  the  DNA  analysis  was  crucial  in  deter- 
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mining  the  suspect’s  culpability,  the  little  girl’s  hair  became  even  more 
important  to  the  prosecution. 

The  defense  suggested  that  Danielle  van  Dam’s  fingerprints  and  DNA 
evidence,  which  the  police  had  recovered  from  the  suspect’s  motor  home, 
could  not  be  dated  and  might  have  been  transferred  to  the  suspect’s 
unlocked  motor  home  when  little  Danielle  van  Dam  played  hide-and- 
seek.  However,  she  had  gotten  her  hair  cut  a  few  days  before  she  vanished 
from  her  San  Diego  home.  The  hair  that  was  recovered  from  the  floor 
and  in  the  sink  of  the  suspect’s  RV  was  only  8  inches  long,  which  indicated 
that  the  victim  would  have  been  in  the  RV  after  her  hair  was  cut.  The 
authorities  already  established  that  the  suspect’s  RV  was  parked  miles 
away  from  the  van  Dam  residence,  and  there  was  no  way  that  little 
Danielle  could  have  innocently  been  in  the  RV  after  her  haircut. 

Often,  hair  provides  the  most  valuable  clues  to  the  identity  of  the 
killer,  especially  in  sex-related  assaults  where  there  is  active  physical  con¬ 
tact  between  the  nude  bodies  or  the  genitalia  of  offender  and  victim. 

Sexual  assault  requires  close  contact  between  the  attacker  and  the 
victim,  and  even  the  most  careful  rapist  or  rape-murderer  is  unlikely  to 
notice  the  loss  of  a  few  strands  of  hair.  In  addition  to  normal  hair  loss 
from  the  scalp,  pubic  and  other  body  hairs  are  often  torn  loose  during 
sexual  assaults  and  left  behind  on  the  victim  or  on  the  sheets  and  other 
bed  clothing. 

I  remember  one  serial  murder  case  where  the  offender  left  his  pubic 
hairs  on  each  of  the  victim’s  bodies  or  on  the  bed  sheets  at  every  crime 
scene.  Had  the  authorities  not  been  frustrated  by  their  state  crime  lab’s 
refusal  to  examine  hair  evidence  without  a  comparable  sample,  they 
would  have  learned  that  their  killer  was,  in  fact,  a  black  male  and  not  the 
“imaginary”  white  male  authorities  were  pursuing  based  on  a  defective 
FBI  profile. 

The  case  for  the  immediate  and  professional  evaluation  of  forensic 
evidence  has  been  dramatically  brought  to  the  forefront  by  some  of  the 
more  sensational  cases  we  have  seen  played  out  in  the  media.  There  is 
absolutely  no  reason  for  a  crime  lab  to  arbitrarily  refuse  to  test  hair 
samples  because  there  are  not  any  comparable  samples. 

A  single  strand  of  hair  subjected  to  forensic  analysis  can  provide  vital 
information  about  the  identity  of  the  subject.  The  color  of  hair  is  an 
obvious  clue,  and  many  times,  the  hair  examination  may  reveal  the  race 
of  the  individual.  In  addition,  hair  can  be  used  to  provide  information 
about  the  health  of  the  individual  and  detect  traces  of  drug  use. 

Drug  molecules  circulate  in  the  bloodstream,  seep  into  the  hair,  and 
stay  there.  It  has  been  scientifically  established  that  the  hair  is  the  body’s 
garbage  can.  The  drug  molecules  eventually  find  their  way  into  the  strands 
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of  hair.  Analysis  of  these  hairs  using  a  mass  spectrometer  can  provide 
authorities  with  a  drug  history  of  the  offender. 

Additionally,  short  tandem  repeat  (STR)  DNA  analysis  can  be  per¬ 
formed  on  hair,  which  could  provide  authorities  with  the  genetic  finger¬ 
print  of  the  subject. 

Another  area  in  which  advanced  methodologies  highlight  the  signifi¬ 
cance  of  trace  amounts  of  materials  involves  DNA  analysis.  Current  tech¬ 
niques  involving  STR  or  analysis  of  mitochondrial- DNA  are  highly  sensitive 
and  capable  of  yielding  a  DNA  profile  with  minute  amounts  of  DNA.  Thus, 
the  crime  scene  investigator  must  begin  to  evaluate  a  scene  and  implement 
search  methods  that  take  into  consideration  the  fact  that  trace  amounts  of 
DNA-containing  material  may  have  been  deposited  during  the  crime. 

Crime  laboratory  analysis  and  comparisons  of  fiber  evidence  have 
greatly  improved  with  the  use  of  microscopic  and  microchemical  testing 
and  other  sophisticated  equipment.  Examples  of  this  sophisticated  type 
of  equipment  are  the  Fourier  transform  infrared  spectrophotometer  and 
gas  chromatograph  mass  spectrometer.  Recent  analytical  advances  and 
increased  sensitivities  in  instrumentation  have  further  enhanced  the  sig¬ 
nificance  of  transfer  evidence.  For  example,  gas  chromatography-mass 
spectroscopy  (GC-MS)  analysis  is  capable  of  detecting  accelerants  at  fire 
scenes  in  amounts  in  the  magnitude  of  a  few  parts  per  million.  The  gas 
chromatograph  is  a  criminalist’s  dream.  The  gas  chromatograph  burns  a 
sample  of  the  evidence.  The  resulting  vapors  are  then  separated  to  indicate 
the  compound  substances  that  make  up  the  sample.  In  the  forensic  science 
lab,  the  gas  chromatograph  is  connected  to  the  mass  spectrometer,  which 
specifically  identifies  the  substance. 

In  addition,  the  scanning  electron  microscope  (SEM)  is  so  powerful  it 
can  show  atom  spacing  in  molecules.  Examination  of  fibers  through  micro¬ 
scopy  will  indicate  origin,  i.e.,  vegetable,  animal,  mineral,  or  synthetic. 

Cross-transfers  of  fibers  between  victims  and  offenders  are  particu¬ 
larly  common  in  incidents  of  rape  and  other  physical  assault,  and  espe¬ 
cially  in  homicides  committed  by  strangulation,  blunt  force  trauma, 
stabbing,  and  other  means  involving  close  physical  contact. 

Fibers  and  threads  from  clothing,  blankets,  rugs,  and  other  common 
woven  objects  also  have  their  own  unique  colorations  and  patterns  that 
can  be  identifiable  in  meticulous  detail  during  the  laboratory  process. 

In  the  Stephen  Pennel  serial  murder  case  in  New  Castle  County,  DE, 
the  homicide  investigators  discovered  blue  fibers  on  the  first  two  bodies 
of  Pennel’s  victims.  These  blue  fibers  were  determined  to  be  from  the  same 
source,  which  forensically  linked  the  murders.  However,  someone  in  the 
FBI  held  a  press  conference  and  announced  that  the  FBI  laboratory  had 
analyzed  these  hairs,  and  this  information  appeared  in  the  newspapers. 
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The  killer,  reacting  to  the  media,  left  his  next  victim  in  the  Chesapeake 
Delaware  Canal.  Needless  to  say,  there  were  no  fibers  recovered  from  this  body. 

Eventually,  an  undercover  policewoman,  posing  as  a  prostitute,  was 
able  to  obtain  some  samples  of  these  blue  fibers  from  the  offender’s  van 
when  Pennel  tried  to  lure  her  into  his  vehicle. 

These  blue  fibers  were  microscopically  matched  to  the  fibers  on  the 
first  two  victims.  Pennel,  who  was  dubbed  the  “The  Corridor  Killer,”  was 
subsequently  convicted  and  eventually  executed  by  the  State  of  Delaware 
for  this  series  of  killings.  The  important  point  to  note  is  that  it  was  the 
fiber  evidence  that  first  enabled  the  authorities  to  link  the  two  cases,  and 
it  was  the  fiber  evidence  that  linked  Pennel’s  van  to  the  murders. 

In  another  spectacular  serial  murder  case,  Roger  Kibbe,  who  was 
dubbed  the  “1-5  Strangler,”  was  linked  to  the  murders  of  four  young 
woman  and  the  assault  of  a  fifth  victim  strictly  on  the  basis  of  “trace 
evidence.”  Retired  Lieutenant  Ray  Biondi,  a  personal  friend  and  colleague, 
who  has  investigated  more  serial  murder  cases  than  any  other  homicide 
cop  in  the  country,  shared  with  the  author  his  frustration  in  this  multi- 
jurisdictional  nightmare.  Biondi  was  confronted  by  a  diabolical  killer  who 
would  abduct  young  woman,  some  from  their  cars  along  1-5,  and  take 
them  to  a  location  where  he  would  rape  and  terrorize  them  before  killing 
them  by  ligature  strangulation. 

The  perpetrator  would  transport  their  bodies  many  miles  from  where 
they  were  last  seen  and  make  every  effort  to  dispose  of  them  so  that  the 
bodies  would  not  be  found  or  would  be  in  such  gross  deterioration  that 
the  authorities  would  not  be  able  to  retrieve  any  significant  evidence. 
What  made  this  case  so  frustrating  was  the  fact  that  the  killer  was  mul- 
tijurisdictional  in  his  activities.  The  logistics  alone  were  an  investigative 
nightmare.  More  importantly,  the  other  agencies  involved  did  not  want 
to  believe  that  the  cases  were  linked  or  could  not  afford  the  resources  that 
a  serial  murder  case  warrants. 

The  1-5  strangler  was  almost  like  a  phantom.  A  seemingly  unrelated 
arrest  of  Roger  Kibbe  for  an  attempted  assault  on  a  prostitute  suddenly 
provided  the  authorities  with  a  viable  suspect.  When  Kibbe  was  taken  into 
custody,  he  was  in  possession  of  a  “rape  kit”  that  included  some  white 
cord  that  was  confiscated.  Jim  Streeter,  a  criminalist  with  the  California 
Department  of  Justice  who  had  been  handling  all  of  the  trace  evidence 
from  the  murder  series,  realized  the  similarity  between  the  cordage  found 
on  the  victims  and  the  cordage  seized  in  the  prostitute  assault.  However, 
he  realized  that  a  similarity  was  insufficient  to  positively  match  the  cordage 
from  the  murder  victims  to  Roger  Kibbe.  Criminalist  Faye  Springer,  who 
was  the  leading  forensic  scientist  in  California,  was  requested  to  examine 
the  cordage  evidence  as  well  as  a  series  of  carpet  fibers  that  Streeter 
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Figure  6.15  Hair  evidence.  Hair  being  recovered  in  crime  scene.  (Courtesy  of 
Chief  Criminal  Deputy  Robin  Wagg,  Douglas  County,  Washington  Sheriff's 
Department.) 

recovered  from  the  crime  scenes  and  victims’  bodies.  It  was  Springer,  with 
her  scanning  electron  microscope,  who  broke  this  case  wide  open. 
Springer  was  able  to  positively  link  the  fibers  found  on  the  victims  to  fibers 
from  the  suspect’s  cars.  In  addition,  she  was  able  to  microscopically  iden¬ 
tify  that  the  cordage  used  in  the  strangulation  murders  was  the  same  as 
the  cordage  seized  from  Kibbe  and  also  found  in  Kibbe’s  house. 

Hair 

Hair  evidence  prior  to  DNA/PCR  technology  was  considered  a  class  char¬ 
acteristic.  Although  it  could  not  be  identified  as  being  absolutely  identical 
to  a  given  suspect’s  hair,  it  could  be  classified  as  similar  to  a  known  sample. 
Today,  the  DNA  lab  can  provide  specific  genetic  identifications  with  hair 
evidence,  and  hair  can  be  used  to  exclude  a  suspect.  However,  from  an 
investigative  point  of  view,  hairs  and  fibers  can  (Figure  6. 15  to  Figure  6. 18): 

1 .  Help  determine  the  extent  of  the  crime  scene 

2.  Place  the  perpetrator  at  the  scene  of  the  crime 

3.  Connect  the  suspect  to  the  weapon 

4.  Corroborate  statements  of  witnesses 

5.  Determine  the  route  to  and  from  the  crime  scene 

6.  Be  located  in  any  number  of  areas  involved  in  the  homicide: 

a.  The  victim 

b.  The  crime  scene 
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Figure  6.16  Pubic  hair  of  killer.  This  pubic  hair  was  recovered  in  the  kitchen, 
where  the  killer  retrieved  some  knives  from  the  drawer.  (Courtesy  of  Chief  Crim¬ 
inal  Deputy  Robin  Wagg,  Douglas  County,  Washington  Sheriff's  Department.) 


Figure  6.17  Evidence  in  situ.  Note  the  trace  evidence  of  black  pubic  hairs 
(arrow)  discovered  intertwined  in  the  light  brown  pubic  hairs  of  this  victim  of  a 
rape-murder.  (Courtesy  of  Detective  Alan  Patton,  Grand  Prairie,  Texas  Police 
Department.  Photo  by  Evidence  Technician  Don  Swanz.)  (See  color  insert  fol¬ 
lowing  page  236.) 
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Figure  6.18  Evidence  in  situ.  Close-up  of  pubic  hair.  (Courtesy  of  Detective 
Alan  Patton,  Grand  Prairie,  Texas  Police  Department.  Photo  by  Evidence  Tech¬ 
nician  Don  Swanz.)  (See  color  insert  following  page  236.) 

c.  The  weapon 

d.  A  tool 

e.  A  vehicle 

f.  An  article  of  clothing 

g.  The  suspect 

Class  Determinations  from  Hair 


1.  Species  —  human  or  animal 

2.  Race  —  Caucasoid,  Negroid,  or  Mongoloid  (In  certain  instances, 
the  determination  of  a  combination  of  racial  characteristics  can 
be  ascertained.) 

3.  Location  of  growth  —  body  area  from  where  the  particular  hair 
originated  (head,  thorax,  chest,  pubis,  etc.) 

4.  Treatment  —  dyed,  bleached,  straightened,  etc. 

5.  How  it  was  removed  —  pulled,  fell  out,  cut,  etc. 

6.  Disease  and  damage 

7.  Genetic  information: 

a.  PCR-STR  DNA  can  identify  the  individual 

b.  Blood  type,  from  shaft  of  hair 

c.  Other  genetic  markers,  from  roots  of  pulled  hair 

d.  Sex,  from  roots  of  pulled  hair 
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It  is  recommended  that  a  sample  of  hair  from  various  parts  of  the 
body  be  obtained  in  all  homicide  cases.  Even  though  hair  evidence  may 
not  be  crucial  or  known  to  exist  in  the  early  stages  of  the  investigation, 
it  may  be  discovered  later,  even  after  the  body  has  been  buried  or 
destroyed  through  cremation.  Samples  should  always  be  taken  from  var¬ 
ious  parts  by  pulling  or  plucking  so  as  to  obtain  a  piece  of  the  root.  If 
pulling  or  plucking  absolutely  cannot  be  undertaken  for  some  reason, 
cutting  the  hair  close  to  the  scalp  will  suffice.  An  ordinary  sampling  will 
comprise  approximately  24  to  48  pieces  of  hair.  Hair  removed  from  the 
head  should  be  taken  as  follows:  front,  back,  left  side,  right  side,  and  top. 
The  sample  roots  should  then  be  air  dried. 

Collection  of  Hairs  from  the  Scene.  Using  oblique  lighting  to  scan  the 
surfaces  of  the  crime  scene,  alternate  light  sources  and  lasers  are  useful 
techniques  for  observing  and  finding  hairs  at  the  scene  and  on  the  victims’ 
or  suspects’  bodies  and  clothing: 

1.  If  hairs  or  fibers  are  located,  gather  by  tweezers  or  forceps,  being 
careful  not  to  bend  or  break. 

2.  Masking  or  Scotch®  tape  can  be  used  to  gather  small  fibers  or  hairs. 

3.  Place  in  a  sterile  container  and  seal.  (Folded  paper  or  envelopes 
may  also  be  used.) 

Conclusions  from  Hair  Samples 

1.  Hair  came  from  an  unknown  hair  source. 

2.  Hair  did  not  come  from  unknown  hair  source. 

3.  Hair  could  have  come  from  a  known  hair  source. 

4.  Hair  sampling  was  too  limited  for  meaningful  comparison. 

5.  No  conclusion. 

Objects 

Fibers 

Fibers,  like  hairs,  may  be  transferred  between  the  victim  and  perpetrator 
and  provide  the  investigator  with  an  additional  piece  of  class  evidence 
that  can  be  subjected  to  microscopic  and  microchemical  testing.  Items 
such  as  fabrics,  thread,  cordage,  rope,  or  cloth  may  also  be  found  at  the 
crime  scene  and  should  be  collected  for  examination. 

They  should  be  collected  as  with  hair  evidence.  Fiber  evidence  is 
searched  for,  collected,  and  packaged  like  hair  evidence.  Faboratory  exam¬ 
ination  can  identify  the  fiber  type  and  determine  the  possible  origin  of 
the  fiber  from  a  fabric  source. 
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Picking,  tape  lifting,  and  vacuuming  techniques  are  used  for  the  col¬ 
lection  of  fibers  or  threads.  If  there  is  fiber  evidence  adhering  to  a  movable 
object  found  at  the  crime  scene,  then  that  entire  object  should  be  taken  as 
evidence.  If  the  object  is  too  big,  then  a  portion  of  that  object  should  be 
cut  out,  wrapped,  and  packaged  intact.  It  is  important  that  the  crime  scene 
investigator  remember  that  fabrics  are  easily  caught  or  torn  by  broken 
windows,  the  edges  of  ripped  screens,  and  other  sharp  materials. 

1.  Examination  of  fibers  will  indicate  origin  as  follows: 

a.  Vegetable  —  cotton  and  hemp 

b.  Animal  —  wool  and  mink 

c.  Mineral  —  glass  wool  and  asbestos 

d.  Synthetic  —  nylon  and  orlon 

2.  Examination  of  fiber  evidence  will  determine  if  the  fiber  is  similar 
to  the  control  sample.  Cuttings  from  carpets,  fabrics,  or  other 
materials  can  be  used  as  the  known  samples  of  the  possible  source. 

3.  Collect  fibers  as  follows:  with  forceps,  with  tape,  and  by  vacuum 
sweeping.  (It  should  be  noted  that  this  method  is  the  least  desirable 
method,  because  too  many  contaminants  are  also  collected.) 

4.  Collecting  samples  by  using  the  sticky  side  of  tape  is  considered 
the  most  practical  method. 

5.  Evidence  should  be  photographed  in  situ  and  before  packaging. 

6.  Place  samples  from  each  area  gathered  in  individual  containers, 
mark  appropriately,  and  forward  to  the  laboratory  for  examination. 

7.  If  knotted  cordage  evidence  is  found  at  the  crime  scene,  the  knots 
should  not  be  untied.  The  knot  should  be  photographed  intact.  If 
removal  of  the  knots  and  cordage  is  necessary  for  transportation, 
the  cordage  may  be  cut  at  a  new  location  and  marked  by  the  person 
removing  the  cordage.  Removal  and  cutting  at  a  new  location  must 
allow  the  knots  to  remain  intact. 


Fabric 

1.  Pieces  of  fabric  found  at  the  scene  can  be  examined  in  a  manner 
similar  to  fibers  to  determine  the  following: 

a.  Color 

b.  Type  of  cloth  and  fiber 

c.  Thread  count 

d.  Direction  of  fiber  twist 

e.  Dye 

2.  Class  as  well  as  individual  characteristics  can  be  obtained  from 
fragments  of  fabric  when  matched  by  physically  fitting  the  evi¬ 
dence  pieces  into  their  sources. 
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Figure  6.19  Suspect's  bloodstained  jeans.  Investigators  found  the  suspect's 
bloodstained  jeans  and  other  bloody  clothing  he  was  wearing  wrapped  in  a  plastic 
bag.  (Courtesy  of  the  Kansas  Bureau  of  Investigation.) 


Clothing 

Each  item  of  clothing  collected  as  evidence  should  be  individually 
wrapped  in  order  to  prevent  cross-contamination.  If  the  clothing  to  be 
collected  is  wet,  it  should  be  air  dried  before  it  is  packaged.  Clothing  may 
provide  the  investigator  with  additional  evidence  (Figure  6.19): 

1.  Stains  on  clothing  may  match  stains  from  the  scene,  the  victim, 
or  the  suspect. 

2.  A  suspect’s  clothing  may  contain  blood  similar  to  the  victim’s. 

3.  The  victim’s  clothing  may  contain  saliva  or  seminal  fluid  from  the 
perpetrator. 

4.  Hairs  or  fibers  may  be  present  on  clothing  that  match  similar  hairs 
or  fibers  from  a  particular  scene  or  location  or  from  the  victim. 

5.  Tears  or  cuts  in  clothing  made  by  the  weapon  can  be  matched  to 
show  the  position  of  the  victim  at  the  time  of  the  assault. 

6.  The  deposit  of  gunshot  residues  on  clothing  can  be  analyzed  to 
determine  the  approximate  distance  from  which  the  gun  was  fired. 

Bullets 

When  a  bullet  is  fired  from  a  weapon,  certain  distinctive  characteristics 
are  imparted  to  the  bullet  by  the  gun.  These  markings  can  be  examined 
through  internal  ballistics,  and  they  provide  the  investigator  with  general 
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information  regarding  the  type  of  weapon  used.  In  addition,  ballistics 
evidence  is  highly  individualistic,  and  a  fired  bullet  recovered  from  the 
scene  can  be  positively  matched  with  the  suspect’s  weapon: 

1 .  Bullets  should  be  collected  without  damaging  or  marking  the  rifling, 
the  series  of  grooves  or  lines  on  the  interior  surface  of  the  barrel  that 
cause  the  bullet  to  spin  and  travel  forward  through  the  barrel  with 
accuracy.  These  grooves  and  lines  are  transferred  to  the  bullet  as  it 
is  fired  and  are  used  by  the  ballistics  expert  to  make  comparisons. 

2.  Bullets  embedded  in  doors,  trees,  walls,  etc.  should  be  removed 
by  taking  out  a  portion  of  the  object  in  which  the  bullet  has 
become  lodged,  rather  than  by  probing  or  digging.  Digging  for  the 
bullet  may  cause  additional  marks  that  may  destroy  the  ballistics 
value  of  the  evidence. 

3.  Recovered  bullets  should  be  examined  for  blood  or  other  materials 
before  packaging. 

4.  Bullets  should  be  marked  on  the  base  or  nose. 

5.  Each  bullet  should  be  packaged  separately  in  an  appropriate  con¬ 
tainer,  preferably  one  that  will  prevent  any  cross-contamination 
or  accidental  abrasion  of  the  rifling  marks. 

6.  The  package  should  be  marked  to  show  identification  and  location 
of  discovery. 

Discharged  Casings  or  Cartridges.  The  recovery  of  discharged  shells 
may  indicate  the  direction  and  location  of  the  attack  as  well  as  how  many 
shots  were  fired.  In  addition,  certain  class  characteristics,  such  as  make 
and  caliber,  can  be  ascertained.  Furthermore,  if  an  automatic  weapon  was 
used,  certain  ejector  or  clip  markings  may  be  present: 

1 .  Recovered  casings  should  be  marked  on  the  inside  wall  of  the  shell 
by  the  mouth  end  or,  if  this  is  not  possible,  as  near  to  the  opening 
as  possible. 

2.  Never  mark  the  recovered  casing  on  or  near  the  end,  which  con¬ 
tains  the  primer  cap,  because  examination  of  weapon  markings 
may  be  destroyed. 

3.  Always  consider  the  possibility  of  fingerprints  on  the  sides  of  these 
casings  and  take  appropriate  methods  to  preserve  them. 

4.  Package  evidence  in  separate  containers  with  proper  documentation. 

Shotgun  Shells 

1.  Plastic  or  paper  shotgun  shells  should  be  handled  in  the  same 
manner  as  other  discharged  casings. 
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2.  These  items  can  be  marked  on  the  metal  side  part  of  the  casing. 

3.  Never  mark  on  the  base  of  the  shell  casing. 

Live  Cartridges  or  Rounds  of  Ammunition 

1.  Examine  for  fingerprint  evidence  prior  to  marking. 

2.  Mark  on  side  of  casing. 

3.  Package,  indicating  the  location  of  recovered  rounds. 

Shotgun  Wadding 

1.  Recover  and  submit  for  laboratory  examination. 

2.  Place  in  a  separate  container. 

Weapons 

1.  Photograph  and  examine  for  fingerprints. 

2.  Examine  for  any  serology  or  other  trace  evidence. 

3.  Place  in  special  container  according  to  size  to  protect  evidence  and 
prevent  handling. 

4.  Forward  to  serology  or  crime  lab  for  further  analysis. 

Firearms 

1.  Photograph  in  original  position. 

2.  Examine  for  fingerprints. 

3.  Examine  for  any  serology  (e.g.,  blow-back  of  close-range  firing 
may  result  in  blood,  hair,  or  tissue  being  transferred  to  weapon  or 
in  barrel  of  weapon). 

4.  Upon  completion  of  preliminary  examination  for  above,  unload 
weapon  and  render  safe  before  transporting. 

5.  Package  the  weapon  individually  in  an  appropriate  container.  (In 
circumstances  in  which  the  firearm  must  be  transported  for  fur¬ 
ther  examination  at  a  proper  facility,  use  a  cardboard  box.  Draw 
a  string  through  the  trigger  guard,  and  attach  this  string  at  either 
end  of  the  box,  leaving  the  gun  in  a  suspended  position.  For  larger 
firearms  like  rifles  or  shotguns,  cut  a  notch  in  each  end  of  the  box, 
and  lay  the  weapon  across  the  container.) 

6.  Indicate  the  brand  name,  model  designation,  serial  numbers,  cal¬ 
iber,  and  number  of  shots  the  weapon  is  capable  of  firing,  e.g., 
five-  or  six-shot  revolver,  in  reports  and  on  evidence  containers. 
Also  indicate  the  type  of  finish  —  nickel  plate,  etc. 
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7.  All  weapons  recovered  should  be  marked  for  identification  as  soon 
as  possible  in  the  following  manner: 

a.  Revolvers  —  mark  on  frame,  barrel,  and  cylinder. 

b.  Rifles  and  shotguns  —  mark  on  receiver,  bolt,  and  barrel. 

c.  Semiautomatic  weapons  —  mark  on  receiver  (frame),  the  slide, 
barrel,  and  any  clips. 

Cigarette  Butts  and  Ashtray  Contents 

Cigarette  butts  and  the  contents  of  ashtrays  found  at  the  crime  scene, 
especially  those  with  filter  tips,  can  be  examined  for  DNA: 

1.  Collect  with  forceps  or  tweezers  and  insure  dryness. 

2.  Place  into  separate  containers  to  prevent  contamination. 

3.  Containers  should  be  appropriately  marked. 

4.  Forward  samples  to  the  laboratory. 

Displaced  Furniture 

1 .  Examine  for  any  fingerprints  or  serology. 

2.  Use  in  crime  reconstruction. 

Newly  Damaged  Areas 

The  presence  of  damaged  furniture,  objects,  and  any  other  newly  damaged 
areas  are  indicative  of  some  sort  of  violence  or  struggle: 

1.  Photograph 

2.  Examine  for  serology 

3.  Process  for  fingerprints 

Soil 

1.  Soil  on  shoes,  clothing,  tools,  weapons,  and  other  objects  may  be 
useful  in  placing  a  suspect  at  the  scene  and  providing  the  investi¬ 
gator  with  additional  evidence  (Figure  6.20  and  Figure  6.21).  Also, 
microbiological  comparisons  in  addition  to  mineral  comparisons 
can  be  made: 

a.  The  color  of  soil  may  be  distinctive. 

b.  Minerals  can  be  distinctive. 

c.  Bacterial  profiles  can  be  distinctive. 

d.  Vegetation  (fungal  spores,  etc.)  can  be  distinctive. 
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Figure  6.20  Sand.  Detective  located  sand,  fibers,  and  blood  in  the  trunk  of  the 
suspect's  car,  linking  him  to  the  body  on  the  beach.  (Courtesy  of  Detective 
Corporal  Arthur  Clark,  East  Providence,  Rhode  Island  Police  Department.) 


Figure  6.21  Sand  on  tire  and  panel.  The  police  examined  the  suspect's  vehicle. 
They  observed  sand  on  the  tires  and  the  rocker  panel  of  the  car,  which  matched 
the  sand  at  the  beach  where  he  had  buried  the  body.  (Courtesy  of  Detective 
Corporal  Arthur  Clark,  East  Providence,  Rhode  Island  Police  Department.) 
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2.  The  following  are  suggestions  for  collecting  soil  samples: 

a.  Collect  several  samples  at  the  scene  from  various  locations, 
because  mineral  and  organic  contents  vary  within  short  dis¬ 
tances. 

b.  Gather  at  least  a  cupful  or  a  handful  from  each  location. 

c.  Insure  dryness. 

d.  Package  in  separate  containers. 

e.  Mark  properly  for  identification  and  location. 

Tools 

Tools  that  are  suspected  of  being  used  in  the  crime  should  be  examined 
as  follows: 

1.  Examine  for  DNA,  serology,  or  fingerprints. 

2.  If  the  tool  contains  any  serological  evidence,  it  must  be  carefully 
packaged  to  preserve  this  evidence. 

3.  If  the  tool  contains  traces  of  certain  materials  that  are  to  be 
matched  with  known  samples,  care  must  be  taken  so  that  this 
material  is  not  rubbed  off. 

4.  The  portion  of  the  tool  to  be  matched  must  be  protected. 

5.  Broken  tools  and  knives  can  be  fracture-matched  to  provide  pos¬ 
itive  identification. 

6.  Never  try  to  fit  a  tool  into  a  tool  mark  or  match  broken  pieces  together. 

Vehicles 

1.  Photograph  and  examine  for  serology. 

2.  Process  for  fingerprints. 

3.  Examine  for  other  items  of  evidence. 

4.  Search  for  weapons. 

Documents  (Letters,  Notes,  Papers) 

These  items  may  be  examined  to  ascertain  authenticity,  locate  finger¬ 
prints,  or  determine  authorship  in  suicide  cases,  or  for  more  advanced 
techniques  such  as  psycholinguistic  examination  (Geberth,  1996,  Chapter 
20,  “Psycholinguistics”): 

1.  The  primary  consideration  in  handling  this  type  of  evidence  is  the 
preservation  of  any  fingerprints  that  may  be  on  the  item. 

2.  Evidence  should  be  collected  by  using  tweezers  or  forceps  to  gently 
pick  up  the  paper. 
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3.  Each  item  should  be  placed  in  a  separate  package.  A  package  that 
is  clear  or  see-through  is  best,  because  it  will  allow  the  investigator 
to  examine  the  contents  without  contaminating  the  document 
with  additional  fingerprints. 

4.  If  see-through  packages  are  not  available,  the  object  can  be  photo¬ 
copied  using  forceps  to  place  the  object  on  the  machine  and  later 
to  transfer  it  to  the  evidence  envelope.  (This  will  allow  for  reading 
and  other  examination  of  content  without  disturbing  the  evidence 
value  of  the  original  document.) 

5.  Marking  this  type  of  evidence  depends  on  the  type  of  examination 
to  be  conducted.  In  some  instances,  a  mark  can  be  placed  on  a 
back  corner  of  the  paper.  In  other  instances,  just  the  package  in 
which  the  document  is  placed  will  be  marked. 

6.  Documents  should  not  be  folded. 

7.  Examine  for  latent  prints. 

8.  Saliva  on  envelopes  can  be  blood-typed  and  sometimes  analyzed 
for  sex  origin. 

Examination  of  Documents.  The  examination  for  latent  prints  on 
papers,  documents,  and  other  porous  materials,  such  as  wood,  proceeds 
in  a  series  of  steps: 

First  step:  Iodine  fuming  —  reacts  with  oil  or  fatty  fluids  in  a  latent  print 

Second  step:  Ninhydrin  —  penetrates  the  material  and  reacts  with 
amino  acids  in  perspiration;  heat  should  be  applied,  and  print  will 
emerge 

Third  step:  Silver  nitrate  —  reacts  to  salt  in  perspiration;  the  document 
is  then  exposed  to  strong  light 


Glass 

Examinations  can  be  conducted  on  glass  and  glass  fragments  using  a 
refractive  index  that  proves  the  known  sample  and  the  evidence  glass  may 
have  come  from  a  similar  source.  In  addition,  in  certain  cases,  the  frag¬ 
ments  can  be  physically  matched.  Furthermore,  the  direction  and 
sequence  of  bullet  holes  through  glass  can  be  determined  by  examination 
of  radial  and  concentric  fractures  and  may  prove  important  in  recon¬ 
structing  the  crime.  Glass  should  be  collected  as  follows: 

1.  Small  pieces  should  be  placed  in  a  vial  or  pillbox. 

2.  Large  pieces  should  be  placed  in  a  sturdy  cardboard  box  with 
proper  padding  or  protection  to  prevent  further  breakage  during 
transport. 
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Impressions 

Fingerprint  Examination 

The  most  valuable  evidence  that  an  investigator  can  obtain  from  the 
homicide  crime  scene  is  the  fingerprints  of  the  suspect.  From  an  investi¬ 
gative  point  of  view,  any  crime  scene  search  should  include  a  detailed 
examination  for  plastic,  visible,  and  latent  prints.  It  is  important  to  note 
that  the  officer(s)  performing  this  function  should  preserve  all  developed 
prints.  Even  partial  prints,  which  may  seem  insignificant,  may  become 
valuable  when  compared  to  prints  taken  from  a  suspect.  It  should  be 
noted  that  fingerprint  powders  do  not  interfere  with  serological  analyses; 
however,  ninhydrin  sprays  and  other  chemical  means  to  make  prints 
visible  may  interfere  with  serology  tests. 

Types  of  Fingerprints.  Fingerprints  are  divided  into  three  categories: 
plastic  prints,  visible  prints,  and  latent  prints: 

1.  Plastic  prints:  These  impressions  occur  when  the  finger  touches 
or  presses  against  a  soft  pliable  surface,  such  as  putty,  gum,  a  newly 
painted  area,  the  glue  on  a  stamp  or  envelope,  wax,  flour,  thick 
dust,  soap,  grease,  tar,  resin,  clay.  A  negative  impression  of  the 
friction  ridge  pattern  is  produced,  resulting  in  a  plastic  print. 

2.  Visible  prints:  These  prints  occur  when  the  fingers,  palms,  or  feet 
that  have  been  contaminated  with  a  foreign  substance  come  into 
contact  with  a  clean  surface  and  are  pressed  onto  the  surface, 
leaving  a  print.  The  most  common  type  is  the  dust  print.  However, 
substances  such  as  ink,  blood,  soot,  paint,  grease,  face  powders, 
oils,  etc.  contaminate  the  friction  ridges  of  the  fingers.  When  they 
are  pressed  against  another  surface,  an  image  is  transferred. 

3.  Latent  prints:  These  prints  occur  from  natural  skin  secretions, 
such  as  perspiration.  When  grease  or  dirt  is  mixed  with  natural 
secretions,  a  stable  print  may  be  deposited  on  the  surface.  Latent 
prints,  which  are  not  visible,  are  usually  found  on  objects  with 
smooth  or  polished  surfaces  or  on  paper.  The  latent  print  is  de¬ 
veloped  by  dusting  or  chemical  process.  In  some  instances,  these 
latent  prints  can  be  developed  on  rougher  surfaces  by  using  certain 
chemical  processes. 

Development  of  Fingerprints.  The  most  common  and  practical  method 
of  developing  prints  at  crime  scenes  is  through  the  “dusting”  technique. 
This  is  done  by  dusting  or  spreading  fingerprint  powder  with  a  brush 
over  the  surface  of  the  object  suspected  of  bearing  prints.  The  choice  of 
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the  color  of  the  powder  to  be  used  depends  on  the  background  of  the 
object  to  be  dusted.  If  the  object  is  dark  or  black,  a  light  powder  is  used, 
and  conversely,  if  the  object  is  light  or  white,  a  dark  or  black  powder  is 
used.  The  most  common  color  powders  are  black,  silver,  gray,  and  white. 
However,  fingerprint  powders  come  in  many  other  colors  that  can  be  used 
to  contrast  with  any  background.  The  brushes  available  are  composed  of 
camel’s  hair,  feather  dusters,  fiberglass,  or  nylon  (Figure  6.22  and  Figure 
6.23).  To  conduct  a  “dusting”: 

1.  A  small  amount  of  powder  is  poured  onto  a  clean  piece  of  paper. 

2.  The  brush  is  drawn  across  the  powder  and  then  tapped  with  the 
finger  to  remove  excess  material. 

3.  The  surface  of  object  to  be  searched  is  then  lightly  brushed  by  the 
investigator,  who  uses  curved  strokes  to  locate  prints. 

The  fingerprint  powder  adheres  to  the  material  and  forms  the  latent 
print.  This  latent  print  will  first  appear  as  a  smudge  and  will  require 
further  treatment  before  it  becomes  a  distinct  print.  This  is  done  by 
brushing  the  powder  parallel  to  the  ridge  structure  of  the  print,  being 
careful  not  to  rub  the  print  too  hard.  After  the  print  is  developed,  it  should 
be  photographed  first  and  then  lifted. 

Another  method  of  dusting  is  done  with  magnetic  powders.  The 
Magna-Brush  is  dipped  into  the  magnetic  powder,  which  then  adheres  to 


Figure  6.22  Dusting  for  latent  prints.  (Courtesy  of  Polaroid  Corporation.) 
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Figure  6.23  Visible  print.  This  is  also  referred  to  as  a  patent  print.  The  offender 
left  his  bloody  fingerprint  on  the  trunk  of  the  car  in  which  he  transported  his 
victim's  body  to  the  crime  scene.  (See  color  insert  following  page  236.) 

the  magnet  in  the  brush.  When  the  powder,  which  is  actually  fine  iron 
fillings,  is  evenly  distributed  on  the  end  of  the  brush,  the  investigator  uses 
the  applicator  like  any  other  fingerprint  brush.  The  advantage  of  this 
method  is  that  there  is  no  mess  or  excess  powder  left  on  the  object.  The 
disadvantage  is  that  the  Magna-Brush  method  cannot  be  used  on  ferrous 
metals  and  is  very  expensive.  The  prints  that  are  located  are  lifted  in  the 
same  manner  as  those  obtained  with  regular  fingerprint  powder. 

Preservation  of  Fingerprints.  Prints  found  at  the  scene  of  a  homicide 
should  be  immediately  recorded  by  photography  before  any  attempt  is 
made  to  “lift”  the  print.  This  procedure  is  recommended  in  the  event 
lifting  is  not  successful  or  the  print  is  damaged  during  attempts  to  remove 
it  from  the  item  on  which  it  is  found. 

In  addition,  photography  also  makes  it  easier  to  introduce  fingerprint 
evidence  into  court  because  parts  of  the  object  that  contained  the  print 
can  be  seen  in  the  picture.  The  method  of  photography  used  will  vary 
with  the  expertise  of  the  technician.  I  recommend  that  the  investigator 
use  the  1  X  1  or  “fingerprint”  camera.  Polaroid  produces  a  fixed-focus 
camera  called  the  CU-5  that  is  ideal  for  this  type  of  work. 
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It  should  be  noted  that  in  addition  to  latent  fingerprints,  palmer 
(palm),  wrist,  or  plantar  (foot,  toe)  skin  designs  may  also  be  found  at  the 
scene. 

Remember,  these  impressions  or  prints  can  also  be  used  to  posi¬ 
tively  identify  suspects  and  should  be  preserved  accordingly. 

Chemical  Processes.  In  addition  to  the  powders,  there  are  a  series  of 
chemical  procedures  that  can  be  employed  to  develop  latent  prints.  Chem¬ 
ical  processing  methods  for  latent  fingerprints  can  be  used  on  dry  and 
wet  surfaces.  Iodine  fuming,  ninhydrin,  and  silver  nitrate  applications  are 
some  examples.  Various  dye  staining  techniques,  like  gentian  violet,  flu¬ 
orescent  dyes,  or  other  laser- excitable  dyes,  followed  by  lighting  or  laser 
excitation,  then  photography  of  the  developed  latent  fingerprints,  work 
on  dry  surfaces.  There  have  been  some  remarkable  results  in  developing 
latent  prints  using  the  laser.  Practically  speaking,  the  average  investigator 
will  not  be  employing  these  procedures.  However,  one  should  be  aware 
of  the  availability  of  these  methods  in  the  event  that  further  examination 
of  evidence  is  necessary  in  order  to  discover  and  develop  latent  print 
evidence  (Figure  6.24  and  Figure  6.25).  (See  Chapter  5,  “The  Crime  Scene 
Investigation”) 


Figure  6.24  Plastic  bags  in  vagina.  The  suspect  jammed  white  plastic  garbage 
bags  into  the  victim's  vagina.  They  were  removed  at  the  autopsy  for  analysis. 
(Courtesy  of  Detective  Mike  Essig,  McLean  County  Sheriff's  Department,  Bloom¬ 
ington,  Illinois.)  (See  color  insert  following  page  236.) 
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Figure  6.25  Plastic  bags  removed.  There  were  two  bags  recovered  from  the 
victim's  vagina.  They  were  processed  using  cyanoacrylate  fuming.  Twenty-three 
latent  prints  of  one  of  the  suspects  were  obtained.  (Courtesy  of  Detective  Mike 
Essig,  McLean  County  Sheriff's  Department,  Bloomington,  Illinois.) 


Tire  Tracks  and  Footprints 

These  impressions  may  be  left  in  various  types  of  material.  The  footprint 
is  the  most  common  impression  left  at  or  near  the  scene  of  a  crime.  A 
footprint  is  formed  when  the  foot  or  sole  and  heel  of  a  shoe  become 
contaminated  with  some  foreign  substance,  such  as  blood,  paint,  or  dust. 
A  foot  impression  is  formed  like  a  tire  track,  when  the  foot  or  tire  treads 
are  pressed  into  some  type  of  moldable  material  such  as  dirt,  clay,  or 
snow.  Any  such  impression  should  be  preserved  and  used  for  comparison 
with  suspects  or  vehicles.  Impressions  may  be  identifiable  by  wear,  dam¬ 
age,  characteristic  properties,  or  repair  marks.  Footwear  impressions  can 
be  located  and  identified  today  with  much  more  accuracy,  due  to  many 
of  the  newer  techniques  and  methods  presently  utilized  (Figure  6.26  and 
Figure  6.27).  The  author  recommends  consulting  Bodziak  (2000)  for  an 
in-depth  and  practical  understanding  of  footwear  impression  evidence. 

Impressions  should  be  collected  in  the  following  manner: 

1.  Photograph:  Prior  to  photographing,  the  impression  should  be 
cleaned  of  all  foreign  matter.  Lighting  should  be  employed  so  as 
to  enhance  details.  A  scale  of  measure  should  be  included  in  the 
photo.  Then,  a  long-range  view  and  a  close-up  should  be  taken. 
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Figure  6.26  Suspect's  footprint  in  sand.  The  offender  left  his  footprint  in  the 
sand  as  he  walked  away  from  the  crime  scene.  (Courtesy  of  Detective  Corporal 
Arthur  Clark,  East  Providence,  Rhode  Island  Police  Department.) 


Figure  6.27  Bloody  sneaker  prints.  This  offender  walked  through  the  blood  of 
his  victim  as  he  attempted  to  clean  up  after  he  slaughtered  her.  (Courtesy  of 
Retired  Detective  Sergeant  Kurt  Harrelson,  Thibodaux,  Louisiana  Police  Depart¬ 
ment.)  (See  color  insert  following  page  236.) 
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2.  Casting:  A  casting  kit  that  contains  the  following  materials  should 
be  available  for  use  at  the  crime  scene: 

a.  Plaster  of  Paris  (5  pounds). 

b.  Mixing  container  (flexible  for  reuse). 

c.  Stirring  stick. 

d.  Reinforcement  material  (sticks,  wire,  etc.  to  hold  form). 

e.  Shellac  or  plastic  spray  (to  form  soft  earth  or  dust). 

f.  Oil  spray  (to  serve  as  a  release  agent). 

3.  Preparation  for  casting: 

a.  Clean  out  the  loose  material  without  disturbing  the  impression. 

b.  Use  plastic  spray  to  fix  the  soil  prior  to  plastering. 

c.  Build  a  form  around  the  impression  to  avoid  run-off. 

d.  Gently  pour  Plaster  of  Paris  over  the  impression. 

e.  Add  reinforcement  sticks  as  the  form  builds. 

4.  Preservation  of  dust  prints: 

a.  Photograph  first. 

b.  Use  a  special  lifter  (black  rubber  with  a  sticky  surface)  placed 
sticky-side  down  over  the  impression.  Press  on  the  impression, 
and  then  remove  the  lifter. 

Tool  Marks 

Tool  marks,  like  footprints  and  tire  tracks,  may  contain  minute  imper¬ 
fections  that  are  unique  and  can  sometimes  be  microscopically  compared 
to  the  tool  or  object  in  question.  It  is  better  if  the  investigator  can  remove 
the  object  that  bears  the  tool  mark.  This  can  be  done  by  removing  the 
surface  for  submission  to  the  laboratory.  In  instances  where  this  would 
be  impractical,  the  tool  mark  can  be  cast  with  a  silicone  rubber  material. 
To  collect  tool  marks: 

1.  Photograph  (long  shot  and  close-up  with  lxl  camera). 

2.  Cast  with  a  silicone  rubber  casting  after  spraying  the  surface  with 
a  silicone  release  agent. 

Bullet  Holes 

1 .  In  walls  or  furniture,  first  photograph  and  then  examine  trajectory. 

2.  In  garments: 

a.  Photograph. 

b.  Safeguard  for  examination  for  powder  residue. 

c.  Wrap  (do  not  fold),  and  place  in  a  proper  container.  The  di¬ 
rection  of  fire  can  be  ascertained  by  using  a  color  test  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  presence  of  lead  (the  Harrison  Test). 
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Newly  Damaged  Areas 

The  presence  of  damaged  furniture,  objects,  and  any  other  newly  damaged 
areas  is  indicative  of  some  sort  of  violence  or  struggle. 

1.  Photograph. 

2.  Examine  for  any  serology  or  microscopic  evidence. 

3.  Process  for  fingerprints. 

Bite  Mark  Identification 

The  purpose  of  this  section  is  to  acquaint  investigators  with  practical 
information  and  procedures  that  can  be  employed  in  the  investigation  of 
homicides  involving  bite  mark  evidence.  Bite  marks  are  usually  found  in 
cases  involving  extremely  emotional  and  violent  episodes,  such  as  child 
abuse,  felonious  assault,  sexual  assault,  and  sex-related  homicides.  How¬ 
ever,  in  order  for  investigators  to  utilize  this  evidence,  they  must  first  be 
able  to  recognize  and  discover  the  existence  of  this  type  of  wound.  I 
include  various  photos  of  bite  marks  herein  to  assist  investigators. 

The  homicide  detective  will  obviously  need  the  expertise  of  a  forensic 
odontologist  to  interpret  this  type  of  evidence.  Here,  we  will  look  at 
certain  basic  steps  that  investigators  must  employ  at  the  scene  in  order 
to  assist  the  odontologist  in  evaluations.  Forensic  odontology  has  become 
a  highly  important  and  technically  complex  area  as  medicolegal  investi¬ 
gation  of  bite  mark  evidence  has  proved  to  be  successful  in  many  note¬ 
worthy  cases  in  recent  years. 

The  Bite  Mark 

Practically  speaking,  the  bite  mark  should  be  viewed  as  an  additional 
piece  of  evidence  that  may  be  utilized  to  identify  a  suspect.  The  teeth  are 
actually  used  by  people  as  “tools”  and,  in  the  simplest  terms,  tooth  marks 
are  tool  marks.  It  has  been  well  documented  that  owing  to  such  factors 
as  size,  shape,  wear,  rotations,  restorations,  fillings,  loss  of  certain  teeth, 
and  accidental  characteristics  such  as  breakage  and  injury,  no  two  sets  of 
teeth  are  exactly  alike.  The  relative  positions  of  the  teeth,  their  width, 
and  the  distance  between  them,  together  with  ridges  on  the  edges  of  the 
teeth  and  grooves  on  the  back  or  front,  vary  for  different  individuals. 
These  factors  provide  the  forensic  odontologist  with  specific  and  char¬ 
acteristic  information  about  the  person  who  inflicted  the  bite  mark,  and 
this  information  can  be  used  to  positively  identify  a  suspect. 

Generally,  tooth  marks  come  from  the  front  teeth  in  the  upper  and 
lower  jaws.  The  type  of  impression  varies  with  the  age  of  the  individual. 
For  example,  children  and  young  people  have  ridges  on  the  lower  edges 
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of  their  front  teeth,  while  persons  over  20  years  of  age  generally  have  front 
teeth  that  are  smoother. 

Bite  mark  identification  is  not  limited  to  skin.  Teeth  leave  impressions 
or  scraping  marks  in  the  form  of  bite  marks  in  chewing  gum,  cheese, 
fruit,  chocolate,  and  similar  materials.  The  discovery  of  a  piece  of  dis¬ 
carded  chewing  gum  at  the  scene  of  a  homicide  should  certainly  be 
considered  a  significant  find.  Its  value  is  not  only  in  its  distinctive  bite 
mark  impressions  but  also  in  its  ability  to  yield  additional  information 
through  serological  testing  to  determine  the  blood  grouping  of  the  suspect 
who  chewed  the  gum  and  through  DNA  analysis. 

Direct  contact  between  the  suspect’s  mouth  and  the  skin  of  the  victim 
often  results  not  only  in  a  bite  mark  but  also  in  the  presence  of  saliva  in 
the  immediate  region  of  the  mark.  The  recovery  and  forensic  analysis  of 
this  saliva  evidence  can  be  of  extreme  importance,  especially  in  cases 
where  the  bite  mark  does  not  exhibit  sufficient  clarity  of  detail  for  positive 
identification  with  the  dental  configuration  of  the  suspect.  While  bite 
marks  are  likely  sources  of  saliva,  saliva  maybe  deposited  through  licking, 
sucking,  or  nibbling,  such  that  no  bruises  or  marks  are  left  on  the  skin. 

Most  bite  marks  are  found  in  the  following  types  of  homicides:  the 
homicide  victim  involved  in  sexual  activity  around  the  time  of  death  and 
the  battered-child  homicide  victim. 

Sexually  oriented  homicides  can  be  homosexual  or  heterosexual  and 
may  involve  voluntary  sexual  activity  or  forcible  attack.  Child  victims  may 
be  battered  children  or  children  murdered  by  other  children  in  a  single 
homicide  assault. 

There  are  two  types  of  bite  mark  patterns: 

1.  Those  inflicted  slowly,  almost  sadistically,  exhibiting  a  central  ec- 
chymotic  area,  or  “suck  mark,”  and  a  radiating  linear  abrasion 
pattern  surrounding  the  central  area  resembling  a  sunburst.  This 
type  is  most  often  found  in  the  sexually  oriented  homicide. 

2.  The  second  type  more  closely  resembles  a  tooth-mark  pattern. 
This  is  an  attack-of-defense  bite  mark  and  is  seen  most  often  in 
the  battered- child-type  of  homicide. 

Collection  of  Bite  Mark  Evidence  at  the  Scene 

The  proper  handling  of  bite  mark  evidence  begins  at  the  scene  of  the  crime, 
where  the  homicide  investigator  must  initiate  procedures  to  insure  that  it 
is  not  destroyed  or  lost. 

The  most  important  step  in  utilizing  saliva  in  bite  mark  cases  is  the 
recognition  of  the  mark  and  immediate  protection  of  that  location  from 
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contamination  or  destructive  activity.  Care  should  be  taken  to  avoid 
touching  the  area  of  interest  with  bare  hands. 

The  best  course  of  action  is  to  secure  photographs  of  the  bite  mark 
wounds.  If  the  material  is  something  other  than  skin,  consideration  must 
be  given  to  casting  the  object.  Bite  marks  are  usually  found  in  materials 
that  cannot  be  kept  for  long  periods  of  time;  once  the  materials  have  dried 
up  or  decomposed,  the  bite  mark’s  appearance  will  change  drastically  and 
be  of  no  value  to  the  odontologist. 

It  is,  therefore,  imperative  to  obtain  photographs  or  casts  of  the  bite 
mark  before  the  material  begins  to  change.  The  recommendation  is  to 
document  the  initial  condition  and  location  of  the  bite  mark  photograph¬ 
ically  (with  and  without  a  scale).  Even  if  an  object  is  to  be  cast,  the  bite 
mark  should  first  be  photographed  in  case  the  casting  goes  wrong.  These 
first  photographs  are  usually  taken  by  the  police  photographer  at  the 
scene,  followed  by  medical  examiner  photographs  taken  at  autopsy.  I 
recommend  that  the  investigator  take  photos  of  any  pattern  of  injury 
observed  on  the  body  while  at  the  scene,  giving  special  attention  to  any 
ovoid-shaped  wounds  or  marks  that  are  less  than  2  inches  in  diameter 
(Figure  6.28  to  Figure  6.33). 


Figure  6.28  Homosexual  robbery  case.  The  suspect  solicited  his  victim  at  a  Grey¬ 
hound  Bus  Terminal.  He  then  went  home  with  his  victim  for  a  sexual  liaison,  during 
which  time  the  victim  was  assaulted,  robbed,  and  killed.  The  assailant  took  the 
victim's  credit  cards  and  his  vehicle.  (Courtesy  of  Retired  Lieutenant  Colonel  James 
J.  Hackett,  Deputy  Chief,  Bureau  of  Investigation,  St.  Louis  Police  Department.) 
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Figure  6.29  Bite  mark.  Suspect  was  identified  and  located  in  jail  in  another 
jurisdiction  on  an  unrelated  matter.  During  the  interview,  detectives  noticed  a 
number  of  fresh  scratches,  bruises,  and  a  bite  mark  on  the  suspect's  chest.  It  was 
matched  to  the  victim's  teeth.  (Courtesy  of  Retired  Lieutenant  Colonel  James  J. 
Hackett,  Deputy  Chief,  Bureau  of  Investigation,  St.  Louis  Police  Department.) 


Figure  6.30  Breast  assault.  Multiple  bite  marks  were  inflicted  upon  the  breast 
of  this  victim  who  survived  an  attack  by  a  serial  killer.  (Courtesy  of  Retired 
Lieutenant  Frank  P.  Del  Prete,  Bergen  County,  New  Jersey  Prosecutor's  Office.) 
(See  color  insert  following  page  236.) 
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Figure  6.31  Victim's  teeth.  Reconstruction  of  a  bite  mark  using  a  mold  of  the 
victim's  teeth  placed  over  the  wound  on  the  perpetrator.  (Courtesy  of  Dr.  Arthur 
D.  Goldman,  D.D.S.,  Forensic  Odontologist.) 


Figure  6.32  Fresh  bite  without  detail.  (Courtesy  of  Dr.  Arthur  D.  Goldman, 
D.D.S.  Forensic  Odontologist.) 
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Figure  6.33  Same  bite  with  tissue  reflected.  A  subcutaneous  view  of  the  area 
shows  capillary  bleeding  and  detail  of  bite  mark.  (Courtesy  of  Dr.  Arthur  D. 
Goldman,  D.D.S.,  Forensic  Odontologist.) 

Photographs  of  the  Bite  Mark  Wound 


1.  The  best  type  of  camera  to  utilize  is  the  fingerprint  type  that  gives 
a  1  X  1  exposure,  or  life-size  photo  of  the  wound. 

2.  Use  a  rule  of  measure  in  the  photo  to  document  size.  The  ruler 
used  should  not  be  white  in  color,  because  white  is  not  conducive 
to  enhancement.  (See  example  of  ruler,  Figure  6.29.) 

3.  Use  oblique  lighting  to  enhance  the  bite  mark. 

4.  Provide  for  an  anatomical  landmark  in  the  photo. 

5.  Take  photos  in  black-and-white  and  color. 

6.  Take  an  overall  photo  and  a  close-up  of  each  wound. 

7.  Do  not  delete,  destroy,  or  throw  away  any  “bad”  shots.  Save  all 
negatives,  disks,  and  photos.  They  are  evidence. 

Saliva  Washings 


1 .  Take  a  saliva  washing  of  the  bite  mark  area  for  a  blood  grouping 
and  serological  examination  as  well  as  STR-PCR  DNA  testing. 

2.  Washing  should  be  done  with  distilled  water  and  100%  cotton. 
Start  at  the  periphery  and  work  inward,  using  a  separate  swab  for 
each  bite  mark.  (If  there  is  no  distilled  water  available,  use  tap 
water,  but  take  a  control  sample  for  examination.) 
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3.  Air  dry  each  swab. 

4.  Place  each  swab  in  a  separate  container,  preferably  a  sterile  test 
tube. 

5.  Take  a  saliva  swab  from  the  victim  for  a  control. 

6.  Take  a  controlled  swab  from  an  area  of  the  body  other  than  at  the 
bite  mark. 

7.  Label  each  sample;  keep  items  separate. 

Remember,  always  keep  track  of  the  chain  of  custody. 
Interpretation  of  Bite  Mark  Evidence 

Interpretation  of  the  bite  mark  requires  the  forensic  odontologist  to  con¬ 
sider  at  least  five  factors: 

1 .  The  teeth  of  the  biter. 

2.  Distortion. 

3.  The  mental  state  of  the  biter  at  the  time  the  bite  was  inflicted 

4.  The  portion  of  the  body  upon  which  the  bite  was  inflicted  [Bite 
marks  have  been  found  almost  everywhere  on  the  body.  However, 
certain  patterns  are  most  prominent  in  particular  kinds  of  cases. 
For  example,  homosexual  cases  often  involve  bite  marks  of  the 
back,  arms,  shoulders,  axillae  (armpits,  face,  and  scrotum)  of  the 
victim.  Heterosexual  cases  usually  involve  the  breasts  and  thighs. 
Battered  children  most  often  have  randomly  placed  bite  marks  on 
the  cheeks,  back,  and  sides.  However,  bite  marks  on  battered  chil¬ 
dren  have  also  been  found  on  the  abdomen,  scrotum,  and  but¬ 
tocks.  In  child  cases,  the  biting  seems  to  be  done  in  a  rapid, 
random,  and  enraged  manner,  leaving  tissue  laceration,  diffuse 
areas,  and  poor  detail,  as  opposed  to  sexually  associated  bite  marks 
that  are  usually  inflicted  in  a  slow  and  sadistic  manner  and  result 
in  excellent  detail.] 

5.  Factors  such  as  size  and  shape.  [These  factors  are  helpful  in  estab¬ 
lishing  whether  the  bite  mark  was  inflicted  by  a  human  being  or 
an  animal.  If  the  bite  mark  was  caused  by  a  human,  the  time  it 
was  inflicted  (antemortem  or  postmortem),  tissue  reaction  of  the 
surrounding  area,  and  position  of  the  body  when  found  are  taken 
into  consideration  by  the  odontologist.] 

Examination  of  the  Bite  Mark 

Examination  of  the  bite  mark  by  a  forensic  odontologist  can  generally 
provide  the  investigator  with  sufficient  information  to  rapidly  include  or 
exclude  a  suspect  in  a  particular  investigation.  For  instance,  in  a  case 
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involving  a  battered  child,  only  a  limited  number  of  persons  would  have 
the  opportunity  to  bite  and  murder  the  child.  The  suspect  in  such  cases 
might  include  one  or  two  adults  (the  mother  and  father)  and  siblings. 
On  the  basis  of  the  size  of  the  arch,  the  forensic  odontologist  can  usually 
determine  whether  the  attacker  was  an  adult  or  a  child.  In  addition,  there 
may  be  enough  individual  characteristics  (wear,  missing  teeth,  dental 
restorations,  rotations,  arch  form,  etc.)  to  exclude  all  but  the  perpetrator 
of  the  bite. 

The  forensic  examination  includes  the  following  procedures: 

1.  Saliva  washings  of  the  area  for  blood  grouping  (using  100%  cotton 
dampened  in  distilled  water) 

2.  Photographs  of  the  bite  mark: 

a.  lxl  camera  fingerprint-type  model 

b.  Black  and  white  and  color  photographs 

c.  Rule  of  measure 

d.  Anatomical  landmark 

3.  Examination  of  dental  casts  of  possible  suspects  (Models  of  the 
teeth  of  all  suspects,  which  will  subsequently  be  used  for  compar¬ 
isons,  are  taken  only  by  informed  consent  or  by  court  order.  The 
models  are  made  by  the  forensic  odontologist  or  another  licensed 
dentist.  This  varies  from  case  to  case  and  from  court  order  to  court 
order.  All  models,  however,  are  made  according  to  accepted  dental 
standards  and  are  labeled  for  evidentiary  purposes.) 

4.  Comparisons  of  the  life-size  photographs  of  the  bite  marks  by  the 
suspect  or  by  models  of  the  suspect’s  teeth  with  bite  marks  made 
in  wax. 

5.  Preparation  of  a  report  indicating  whether  the  bite  marks  are  or 
are  not  consistent  with  the  teeth  of  the  suspect 

Detection  and  Documentation  of  Trace  Wound  Patterns  by  Use 
of  an  Alternative  Light  Source 

Alternative  light  sources  have  been  used  by  law  enforcement  to  scan 
bodies  and  crime  scenes  to  obtain  evidence  such  as  fibers  (with  ultraviolet 
light),  fingerprints,  trace  metals,  and  body  fluids  (blue  light)  not  visible 
through  other  methods.  A  new  method  of  detecting  and  photographing 
wound  patterns  on  skin  utilizes  the  fluorescent  light  emitted  when  skin 
is  illuminated  by  ultraviolet  or  blue  light.  This  technique  is  referred  to  as 
narrow  band  imaging  and  is  based  on  the  fact  that  healthy  tissue  fluo¬ 
resces,  and  unhealthy,  damaged,  or  diseased  tissue  does  not.  In  this  man¬ 
ner,  a  wound  pattern  appears  as  a  dark  image  against  an  illuminated 
screen  of  healthy  tissue.  The  image  can  be  viewed  or  photographed 
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through  UV-  or  blue -blocking  filters  and  can  be  recorded  on  standard 
photographic  film  or  videotape.  [For  more  information  on  this  subject, 
see  Geberth  (1996,  Chapter  20).] 

Remember,  bite  mark  identification  represents  individual  charac¬ 
teristic  evidence  that  can  positively  identify  a  suspect. 


Application  of  DNA  Technology 
Introduction 

Biological  evidence  retrieved  from  a  victim  or  crime  scene  can  now  be 
examined  at  its  most  fundamental  level  —  the  deoxyribonucleic  acid 
(DNA)  molecule. 

The  purpose  of  this  section  is  to  acquaint  the  reader  with  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  DNA  and  genetic  identification  techniques  in  criminal  inves¬ 
tigation.  There  are  several  private  corporations  in  addition  to  the  FBI 
laboratory  that  perform  forensic  DNA  analysis.  The  private  corporations 
include: 

•  Lifecodes  Corporation  in  Connecticut 

•  Forensic  Science  Associates  in  California 

•  Cellmark  Diagnostics  in  Maryland 

•  Genetic  Design  and  Roche  Biomedical  Labs  in  North  Carolina 

•  Gene  Screen  in  Texas 

•  ACTG,  Inc.  in  Colorado 

The  author  served  as  an  investigative  consultant  for  the  Lifecodes 
Corporation  under  the  supervision  of  Robert  Shaler,  Ph.D.  At  that  time, 
Shaler  was  the  Forensic  Director  of  Lifecodes  Corporation. 

Shaler  is  presently  the  Director  of  the  Department  of  Forensic  Biology, 
which  houses  two  laboratories:  Forensic  Biochemistry  and  Hematology 
and  Forensic  Molecular  Biology  for  the  New  York  Medical  Examiner’s 
Office  and  is  a  nationally  recognized  authority  on  forensic  DNA  applica¬ 
tions.  Shaler  is  the  man  who  led  the  groundbreaking  work  to  identify 
human  remains  recovered  from  the  World  Trade  Center  attacks. 

Dr.  Shaler  has  been  in  the  forefront  of  identifying  the  remains  of  the 
victims  of  the  World  Trade  Center  attacks.  In  an  interview  with  the 
Associated  Press,  he  stated,  “The  examiner’s  office  will  continue  to  exhaust 
forensic  technology... Getting  close  to  the  (relatives)  is  very  diffi¬ 
cult....  What  it  does,  though,  is  instills  in  you  an  obsession  to  help  them” 
( The  Star  Ledger,  2002,  p.  3). 
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In  the  New  York  Post  (2002),  it  was  reported  that  “The  arduous  process 
of  sifting  through  nearly  20,000  body  parts  has  yielded  the  identification 
of  1,229  victims  over  the  last  10  months”  (p.  6). 

The  World  Trade  Center  event  was  the  largest  forensic  identification 
project  in  U.S.  history.  Shaler  utilized  new  extraction  techniques,  high 
throughput  mtDNA  testing;  forensic  SNP  panels,  miniprimer  sets  for  STRs 
so  that  large  loci  are  now  smaller,  new  software  tools  to  enable  STRs  and 
mtDNA,  and  the  application  of  a  new  procedure  that  will  allow  scientists 
to  identify  smaller  pieces  of  DNA  through  a  procedure  identified  as  SNP 
(single  nucleotide  polymorphism)  that  is  discussed  later  in  this  section. 

The  information  within  this  section  is  based  on  the  case  experience 
of  the  author  under  the  supervision  of  Shaler,  whose  research  is  world- 
renowned.  This  information  also  includes  personal  interviews  and  mate¬ 
rials  furnished  to  the  author  by  Shaler  (personal  interview,  2002). 

The  Lifecodes  Corporation  is  a  DNA-based  genetic  diagnostic 
research  laboratory  in  Stamford,  CT,  where  the  first  available  DNA  pro¬ 
filing  testing  system  in  the  United  States,  known  as  the  DNA-PRINT 
Identification  Test,  was  developed.  This  system  has  enabled  forensic  sci¬ 
entists  to  examine  the  specific  genetic  code  of  a  biological  specimen  for 
individual  characteristics. 

The  specimens  may  be  blood,  tissue,  semen,  hair,  urine,  or  any  evi¬ 
dence  containing  or  exhibiting  traces  of  the  genetic  code,  DNA. 

Deoxyribonucleic  Acid  —  DNA 

DNA,  or  deoxyribonucleic  acid,  is  housed  in  every  nucleated  cell  in  the 
body.  These  DNA  molecules  are  often  described  as  the  body’s  blueprints 
because  they  carry  the  genetic  codes  that  govern  the  structure  and  func¬ 
tion  of  every  component  of  the  body.  DNA  has  been  described  as  the 
fundamental  natural  material  that  determines  the  genetic  characteristics 
of  all  life  forms.  Although  there  are  portions  of  our  DNA  that  are  relatively 
conserved  through  the  evolutionary  process,  as  humans  we  share  a  human 
form  that  is  basically  human  specific,  while  other  classes  of  organisms 
share  a  DNA  composition  unique  to  that  particular  species,  i.e.,  an  ele¬ 
phant,  horse,  cow,  insect,  fish,  mouse. 

In  fact,  the  DNA  molecule  carries  genetic  information  that  estab¬ 
lishes  each  person  as  separate  and  distinct.  We,  as  humans,  create  progeny 
through  the  transfer  of  this  DNA  to  our  children.  According  to  the 
genetic  experts,  the  DNA  molecule’s  configuration  does  not  vary  from 
cell  to  cell.  Therefore,  the  billions  of  cells  that  comprise  each  person 
contain  the  same  molecules  of  DNA,  carrying  the  same  codes  in  precisely 
the  same  sequence.  All  cells  in  the  human  body  are  nucleated,  except  for 
red  blood  cells. 
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The  Cell 

The  cell  is  the  basic  unit  of  all  living  organisms,  including  humans,  ani¬ 
mals,  insects,  and  plants.  The  human  body  has  more  than  10  trillion  cells. 
The  cell  is  composed  of  two  parts: 

1 .  The  nucleus,  which  contains  two  structures:  the  chromosomes  and 
the  nucleoli 

2.  The  cytoplasm,  which  is  all  of  the  material  inside  the  cell  mem¬ 
brane  outside  of  the  nucleus 

The  Nucleus 

The  nucleus  contains  the  cell’s  genetic  program  —  a  sort  of  master  plan 
that  controls  everything  the  cell  does.  The  chromosomes  within  the 
nucleus  are  composed  mainly  of  DNA  and  associated  proteins.  The  chro¬ 
mosome  stores  and  transmits  genetic  information.  The  DNA  molecule  is 
tightly  coiled  within  the  nucleus  of  a  cell,  similar  to  a  ball  of  yarn.  When 
unraveled,  a  molecule  of  DNA  is  approximately  6  feet  in  length.  This  DNA 
molecule  is  recognized  by  scientists  as  a  double-stranded  helix. 

Structure  of  the  DNA  Molecule 

According  to  the  1953  studies  of  Watson  and  Crick,  each  chromosome 
consists  of  a  double  spiral  of  deoxyribonucleic  acid  in  the  shape  of  a 
twisted  ladder,  hence,  the  term  double-stranded  helix.  The  sides  or  back¬ 
bone  of  the  ladder  are  composed  of  alternating  sugar  (deoxyribose)  and 
phosphoric  acid  (phosphate)  molecules.  The  “rungs”  of  the  ladder  are 
composed  of  “pairs”  of  purine  and  pyrimidine  bases. 

DNA  is  built  of  units  or  building  blocks  called  nucleotides  that  are 
composed  of  a  sugar,  a  phosphate  group,  and  a  base.  Millions  of  these 
nucleotides  form  a  single  strand.  However,  there  are  only  four  bases:  two 
purines,  (A)  adenine  and  (G)  guanine;  and  two  pyrimidines,  (T)  thymine 
and  (C)  cytosine. 

The  purine  and  pyrimidine  bases  interact  with  each  other  through 
hydrogen  bonding  and  form  predictable  associations.  Adenine  (A)  always 
binds  to  or  associates  with  (T)  thymine,  and  (G)  guanine  always  binds 
to  or  associates  with  (C)  cytosine.  These  are  the  only  possible  combina¬ 
tions  that  form  the  “rungs”  of  the  ladder  and  are  referred  to  as  compli¬ 
mentary  base  pairs.  Thus,  we  have  a  T-A,  A-T,  C-G,  and  G-C  formulation 
within  the  helix. 

It  is  important  to  note  that  these  base  sequences  are  fairly  fixed  and 
that  these  genetic  base  sequences  determine  the  protein  and  enzyme  make 
up  of  the  human  cells. 
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Research  and  Development 

Since  the  early  1970s,  a  number  of  remarkable  discoveries  have  been  made 
in  DNA  by  a  new  breed  of  molecular  biologists  known  as  genetic  engi¬ 
neers.  These  scientists  have  learned  to  “edit”  the  language  of  the  DNA 
molecule  using  a  technology  referred  to  as  recombinant  DNA  (rDNA). 

Through  this  research,  scientists  learned  to  synthesize  or  clone  these 
molecules  and  have  generally  engineered  certain  structural  changes  within 
organisms.  A  modern-day  application  of  this  research  is  found  in  genetic 
diagnostics.  Scientists  have  been  able  to  isolate  and  produce  individual 
fragments  of  DNA  that  carry  the  code  for  specific  inherited  disorders. 
These  DNA  fragments,  known  as  gene  probes,  are  applied  to  a  test  spec¬ 
imen  of  DNA,  where  they  act  as  genetic  sleuths  seeking  and  binding  to 
areas  of  DNA  carrying  defective  gene  codes. 

In  their  study  of  specific  diseases,  molecular  biologists  came  across 
small  areas  of  the  DNA  molecule  that  showed  marked  variations  in  base 
sequence  from  one  individual  to  the  next.  They  called  these  naturally 
occurring  variations  polymorphisms. 

As  human  beings,  we  share  a  common  species  of  DNA.  Long  stretches 
of  DNA  remain  the  same  from  person  to  person.  For  instance,  we  all  have 
a  head,  a  heart,  lungs,  legs,  arms,  etc.  However,  within  the  polymorphic 
areas,  the  DNA  can  vary  dramatically  from  one  individual  to  another. 

Scientists  referred  to  some  of  these  highly  polymorphic  regions  as 
anonymous  sequence  or  “junk  DNA”  because  their  function  is  not  clearly 
understood.  These  polymorphic  DNA  regions  are  known  to  repeat,  over 
and  over  again  like  a  stutter.  They  are  called  variable  number  of  tandem 
repeats,  or  VNTRs,  and  they  are  unique  to  the  individual.  The  terminol¬ 
ogy  for  these  polymorphisms  can  be  confusing;  they  were  originally 
referred  to  as  minisatellites,  based  on  the  size  of  the  repeating  unit. 

The  original  VNTRs  identified  contained  fairly  large  repeat  units,  with 
allele  sizes  being  thousands  of  base  pairs  long.  Additional  research  iden¬ 
tified  smaller  VNTRs  that  were  only  a  few  base  pairs  long.  This  refers  to 
STRs,  which  are  also  VNTRs,  only  smaller  than  the  first  used  in  forensics. 
For  example,  one  was  identified  by  the  probe  pMCT118,  or  its  locus 
D1S80,  that  has  16  base  pair  repeat  units,  with  allele  sizes  as  much  as 
approximately  1000  base  pairs. 

Another  class  of  VNTRs,  called  microsatelites  or  STRs  (short  tandem 
repeats),  have  two  to  five  repeat  units  per  tandem  repeat.  The  sizes  of 
STR  alleles  are  in  the  hundreds  of  base  pairs,  depending  on  the  STR.  The 
STR  polymorphisms  have  been  found  interspersed  within  gene  introns 
and  have  been  associated  with  certain  diseases  and  their  severity.  Using 
minisatellites,  the  chances  of  any  two  individuals,  except  identical  twins, 
having  the  same  polymorphisms  in  these  segments  of  the  DNA  molecule 
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were  remote.  These  highly  variable  polymorphic  regions,  or  sequences  of 
DNA,  provided  the  basis  for  DNA  fingerprinting. 

Forensic  investigators  reasoned  that  a  technique  that  enabled  them  to 
identify  the  polymorphisms  in  the  DNA  of  one  individual  and  compare 
them  with  the  polymorphisms  in  the  DNA  of  another  individual  could 
serve  as  a  means  of  genetic  identification. 

Initially,  to  find  these  polymorphisms,  they  needed  a  gene  probe 
similar  to  that  used  in  diagnostic  medicine.  Flowever,  instead  of  seeking 
the  codes  of  disease,  they  utilized  DNA  technology  to  create  a  probe  that 
would  seek  and  label  genetic  polymorphisms  peculiar  to  the  DNA  of 
each  individual. 

At  the  beginning,  there  were  two  types  of  probes  utilized  in  forensic 
DNA  identification.  The  multilocus  probe  was  first  developed  by  Jeffreys 
(1985),  who  coined  the  term  DNA  fingerprinting  to  identify  specific  fin¬ 
gerprints  of  human  DNA.  This  probe  focused  on  multiple  points  on 
multiple  chromosomes.  The  single-locus  probe,  on  the  other  hand, 
focused  on  one  region  within  one  chromosome.  The  law  enforcement 
community  chose  the  single-locus  probe,  originally  used  by  Lifecodes 
Corporation  and  endorsed  by  the  FBI,  for  analysis  of  forensic  evidence 
in  criminal  investigations.  Since  then,  all  private  and  public  laboratories 
performing  DNA  profiling  use  single-locus  probes. 

A  second  technological  breakthrough  occurred  in  1985  with  the  pub¬ 
lication  of  a  technique  called  the  polymerase  chain  reaction,  or  PCR.  This 
technique,  for  which  the  Nobel  Prize  was  awarded  in  1992  to  its  discoverer, 
Kerry  Mullis,  has  become  the  newest  forensic  DNA  tool  and  will  someday 
become  the  standard  in  DNA  testing,  replacing  the  original  restriction 
fragment  length  polymorphisms  (RFLP)  test. 

The  PCR  for  the  amplification  of  multiplication  of  DNA  present  in  a 
sample  is  based  on  whether  one  knows  the  region  that  is  to  be  amplified.* 

One  application  of  the  test  that  has  been  in  continuous  use  in  forensic 
DNA  testing  since  1986  is  the  FILA-DQA1  test  by  Forensic  Science  Asso¬ 
ciates  in  California.  The  HLA-DQA1  test,  available  in  kit  form  and  called 
the  AmpliType®  PM  DNA  Amplification  and  Typing  Kit,  allows  for  the 
identification  of  five  separate  polymorphic  loci,  e.g.,  LDLR,  GYPH  A, 
FIBGG,  and  GC  plus  HLA-DQA1.  Although  U.S.  forensic  laboratories  do 
not  routinely  use  these  kits,  it  is  instructive  to  understand  the  historical 
basis  of  forensic  DNA  testing. 


*  Author's  note:  PCR  is  a  process  that  amplifies  specific  regions  of  DNA.  Therefore,  for 
STRs  and  other  forensic  tests,  one  must  (usually)  know  the  region  being  amplified.  The 
primers  that  make  the  PCR  reaction  go  are  specifically  prepared  so  that  they  anneal  (attach 
to)  specific  regions  of  the  DNA  that  flank  each  side  of  the  VNTR  (STR)  being  copied. 
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Other  VNTR  loci  that  have  been  used  forensically  include  amplified 
fragment  length  polymorphisms,  or  AmpFlps.  Common  loci  in  this  cat¬ 
egory  are  D1S80,  YNZ22,  and  3’  Apo  B. 

The  STR  class  of  polymorphisms  has  become  the  backbone  of  modern 
forensic  DNA  profiling,  using  high  throughput  instrumentation  equipped 
with  fluorescent  detectors  that  can  analyze  13  different  loci  simulta¬ 
neously.  These  include  D3S1358,  vWA,  FGA,  D8S1179,  D21S11,  D18S51, 
D5S818,  D13S317,  D7S820,  D16S539,  ThOl,  TPOX,  and  CSF1PO.  Addi¬ 
tionally,  there  is  the  amelogenin  gene,  which  is  used  to  identify  the  sex 
of  an  origin  of  a  sample. 

The  advantage  of  the  STR  system  is  that  the  alleles  are  small,  allowing 
for  the  analysis  of  degraded  DNA,  and  the  turnaround  time  is  short, 
theoretically  capable  of  being  done  in  a  day  or  two.  These  13  loci  form 
the  basis  of  the  national  DNA  network,  CODIS  (Combined  DNA  Index 
System),  which  is  administrated  by  the  FBI  and  is  installed  in  forensic 
laboratories  nationwide. 

Scientific  Techniques  Employed  in  DNA  Profiling 
DNA  Purified 

All  DNA  tests  require  that  the  DNA  be  purified  before  the  test  is  run.  To 
accomplish  this,  the  DNA  must  first  be  extracted  from  the  nucleus  of  the 
cells  of  the  biological  specimen.  The  goal  is  to  remove  protein  bound  to 
the  DNA  so  that  it  can  be  exposed  to  reagents  needed  to  perform  the  test. 
For  RFLP  testing,  this  means  that  the  DNA  is  free  to  be  reacted  upon  by 
restriction  enzymes  and  other  manipulations  of  DNA  are  not  inhibited. 
For  PCR  testing,  this  means  that  the  DNA  is  sufficiently  free  to  allow  the 
enzyme  Taq  polymerase  to  work  with  it. 

Another  goal  is  to  isolate  the  DNA  in  as  close  to  native  form  as 
possible.  Native  DNA,  called  high  molecular  weight  or  intact  DNA,  is 
easily  isolated  from  fresh  biological  specimens,  i.e.,  whole  blood.  How¬ 
ever,  DNA  present  in  forensic  specimens,  i.e.,  vaginal  swabs,  blood  stains, 
may  not  be  intact.  Therefore,  the  extraction  procedure  should  be  gentle 
and  allow  DNA  with  as  high  a  molecular  weight  as  possible  to  be  isolated. 

There  are  currently  three  techniques  used  by  forensic  scientists. 
These  include  the  organic  extraction  procedure,  the  nonorganic  extrac¬ 
tion  procedure,  and  the  chelex  extraction  procedure.  Of  these,  only  the 
chelex  procedure  is  not  suitable  for  use  with  the  RFLP  test.  Each  has 
advantages  and  disadvantages,  and  each  has  specific  applications 
depending  on  the  type  of  DNA,  i.e.,  RFLP,  PCR,  or  sequencing  test  being 
performed,  and  evidence  specimen,  i.e.,  tissue,  blood  stains,  semen, 
saliva,  being  analyzed. 
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The  RFLP  Test 

Step  #1:  DNA  is  Cleaved  into  Fragments.  Although  the  RFLP  test  is  no 
longer  employed,  historically  it  is  important  to  understand  the  basis  of 
the  test. 

Restriction  endonucleases,  restriction  enzymes,  work  like  a  pair  of 
molecular  scissors.  These  molecular  scissors  are  actually  cutting  enzymes 
designed  to  cleave  the  DNA  at  specific  base  sequences.  The  history  of 
which  enzyme  to  use  for  forensic  work  varied  with  the  histories  of  the 
different  laboratories  using  the  technique.  Because  there  is  no  single 
enzyme  that  can  be  used  to  obtain  DNA  profiles,  it  is  not  surprising  that 
different  companies  and  public  laboratories  used  different  enzymes.  For 
example,  initially,  Lifecodes  Corporation  used  a  cutting  enzyme  desig¬ 
nated  Pst  1 .  It  was  obtained  from  bacteria  and  was  designed  to  cleave  the 
DNA  molecule  whenever  it  recognized  the  base  sequence  CTGCAG.  It 
cut  the  DNA  molecule  at  this  specific  A-G  point  along  the  entire  helix, 
where  the  CTGCAG  occurred.  It  was  known  as  a  six-base  cutter,  because 
it  recognized  a  sequence  of  six  bases,  the  sequence  of  purine  and  pyrim¬ 
idine  bases  in  the  order  of  (C)  cytosine,  (T)  thymine,  (G)  guanine,  (C) 
cytosine,  (A)  adenine,  and  (G)  guanine  —  CTGCAG.  Whenever  Pst-1 
sees  this  CTGCAG  sequence,  it  cuts  the  DNA  fragment. 

The  FBI  uses  HAE  III,  a  four-base  cutter,  as  a  cutting  enzyme  that 
recognizes  the  sequence  GGCC.  Whenever  the  enzyme  recognizes  this 
particular  base  sequence,  it  cuts  the  DNA  at  this  point.  Currently,  all 
private  and  public  laboratories  in  the  United  States  performing  the  RFLP 
test  in  forensic  casework  have  adopted  the  FBI’s  procedure  and  have 
incorporated  the  HAE  III  restriction  enzyme  protocol. 

The  enzyme  action  results  in  millions  of  DNA  fragments.  In  the  areas 
of  the  helix  that  are  highly  variable  or  polymorphic,  there  are  differences 
in  the  length,  the  amount  of  DNA  present  at  the  VNTR  due  to  the  VNTRs 
or  the  varying  number  of  base  pairs  that  lie  between  the  cutting  points 
that  the  enzyme  selects.  These  varying  numbers  of  base  pairs  are  referred 
to  as  VNTRs.  Because  the  fragments  can  be  created  by  the  actions  of  the 
restriction  enzymes,  and  because  these  fragments  are  polymorphic 
(meaning  many  forms),  they  are  termed  RFLPs. 

It  is  important  to  understand  that  a  VNTR  does  not  have  to  be  a 
RFLP,  and  that  a  RFLP  does  not  have  to  contain  a  VNTR.  The  above 
process  is  used  in  the  RFLP  technology.  The  fragments  of  DNA  are  cut 
with  a  restriction  enzyme,  and  the  lengths  of  the  polymorphisms  differ 
for  each  individual.  Under  RFLP  technology,  DNA  can  be  extracted  and 
analyzed  at  the  molecular  level  and  then  compared  with  DNA  from  a 
known  biological  specimen  for  identification  purposes. 


294 


Sex-Related  Homicide  and  Death  Investigation 


Step  #2:  Fragments  are  Size  Separated.  The  DNA  fragments,  which 
have  been  digested  into  RFLPs,  are  separated  in  an  agarose  gel  medium 
using  an  electrical  charge  in  a  process  known  as  electrophoresis.  This  is 
a  technique  for  arranging  biological  particles  on  an  agarose  gel  through 
exposure  to  electricity.  The  distance  each  fragment  travels  depends  on  its 
length.  The  longer  the  fragment,  the  slower  its  rate  of  migration.  Positively 
charged  particles  will  migrate  toward  the  negative  pole,  and  negatively 
charged  particles,  such  as  DNA,  will  migrate  toward  the  positive  electrode 
of  the  electrophoretic  field. 

All  DNA  carries  a  negative  charge  and  will  migrate  toward  the  positive 
pole.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  electrophoresis,  the  fragments  represent  a 
continuous  smear  of  size-separated  DNA  fragments  in  the  gel. 

However,  because  the  gel  is  extremely  fragile,  it  is  necessary  to  render 
the  separated  DNA  fragments  in  a  more  stable  arrangement.  The  tech¬ 
nique  in  which  this  happens  is  known  as  Southern  blotting. 

Step  #3:  Southern  Blotting.  This  is  a  process  by  which  the  DNA  frag¬ 
ments  separated  during  electrophoresis  are  transferred  from  the  wobbly 
and  fragile  agarose  gel  onto  a  sheet  of  nylon  membrane.  Once  blotted, 
the  pattern  is  ready  for  the  gene  probe.  During  this  process,  capillary 
action  moves  the  DNA  fragments  out  of  the  agarose  gel  onto  the  nylon 
membrane.  The  DNA  fragments  are  then  fixed  onto  the  membrane  using 
ultraviolet  radiation,  heat,  or  by  air  drying. 

Step  #4:  Hybridization.  The  specific  regions  of  DNA  being  analyzed 
are  recognized  using  DNA  probes  applied  to  the  nylon  membrane  in  a 
solution  and  allowed  to  incubate  at  a  high  temperature  for  several  hours. 
Normally,  four  probes,  one  at  a  time,  are  used  per  DNA  profile,  meaning 
that  four  different  regions  of  the  DNA  will  have  been  analyzed  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  test. 

The  probes  are  usually  tagged  with  a  radioactive  marker  but  are 
sometimes  bound  with  enzymes.  The  probes  are  designed  to  seek  a 
predetermined  chromosomal  locus  —  a  location  on  the  DNA  containing 
a  polymorphic  region  of  interest.  A  probe  is  a  segment  of  recombinant 
DNA  (rDNA)  or  synthetic  DNA  that  is  designed  to  go  to  a  particular 
predetermined  locus  on  a  particular  chromosome.  Lifecodes  Corpora¬ 
tion  originally  used  four  probes  (D2S44,  D14S1,  D17S79,  and  DXYS14) 
in  this  test.  Since  then,  many  different  probes  have  been  used  by  the 
major  DNA  typing  laboratories  in  the  United  States.  The  probes  com¬ 
monly  used  by  American  forensic  laboratories  embody  the  group  used 
by  the  FBI. 
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The  probe  nomenclature  is  simple:  the  “D”  stands  for  DNA;  the 
numbers  and  letters,  i.e.,  2,  14,  17,  XY,  etc.  indicate  the  number  of  the 
chromosome;  “S”  refers  to  the  region  as  being  polymorphic;  and  last,  the 
number  is  the  number  of  loci  mapped  on  the  chromosome  at  the  time 
of  the  application  to  the  Human  Gene  Mapping  Convention. 

Upon  finding  a  DNA  fragment  that  carries  all  or  part  of  its  compli¬ 
mentary  base  sequence,  the  probe  binds  to  or  hybridizes  to  that  fragment. 
Once  the  probe  binds  to  the  nylon  membrane,  it  is  invisible  to  the  naked 
eye  and  must  be  visualized.  Most  commonly,  this  is  accomplished  using 
a  technique  called  autoradiography. 

The  Autoradiograph 

The  autoradiograph  or  autorad  is  usually  the  final  product.  First,  the 
excess  probe  is  washed  away  from  the  nylon  membrane.  Then,  the  nylon 
membrane  is  placed  against  a  piece  of  x-ray  film  and  exposed  for  1  to  10 
days.  When  the  film  is  processed,  gray  to  black  bands  appear  where  the 
radioactive  probes  stuck  to  the  fragments  that  it  recognized.  Single-locus 
probes  normally  will  produce  one  or  two  dark  bands  on  a  white  column 
in  each  individual. 

A  relatively  recent  innovation  is  the  use  of  chemiluminescence  instead 
of  radioactivity.  In  this  scenario,  probes  are  labeled  with  an  enzyme, 
which,  during  development,  causes  the  production  of  light.  The  light 
exposes  the  x-ray  film,  causing  black  bands  to  appear  wherever  the  probe 
has  bound.  The  visual  result  is  the  same;  however,  the  process  is  much 
faster,  requiring  only  a  few  hours  of  development  time  instead  of  from  1 
day  to  2  weeks. 

Interpretation  of  the  Results 

The  pattern  of  bands  can  be  unique  for  each  individual,  except  for  iden¬ 
tical  twins.  When  comparing  the  two  DNA  fragment  patterns,  the  forensic 
investigator  simply  looks  to  see  where  the  probe  landed  on  the  two  pat¬ 
terns.  If  the  specimens  are  from  the  same  person,  the  investigator  can 
expect  to  find  the  probe  on  fragments  of  identical  length  and,  conse¬ 
quently,  in  identical  positions  on  the  two  patterns. 

However,  the  statistical  rarity  of  each  pattern  is  based  on  population 
genetics,  and  specific  allele  frequencies  and  other  considerations  must 
be  taken  into  account,  which  may  require  additional  experiments,  tech¬ 
niques,  and  controls  in  arriving  at  a  justifiable  scientific  conclusion.  It 
has  been  reported  in  some  forensic  journals  that  the  probability  that 
an  identification  is  positive  has  been  calculated  to  be  some  30  billion 
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to  one  that  two  unrelated  individuals  will  have  the  same  genetic 
makeup/ 

Sometimes,  the  patterns  derived  are  fairly  common,  being  only  a  few 
million  to  one.  In  casework,  it  is  not  uncommon  to  find  that  only  one  or 
two  probes  have  been  successful  in  giving  a  readable  autorad.  When  this 
happens,  the  frequency  of  the  DNA  pattern  is  diminished  and  may  be 
only  one  in  a  couple  of  a  hundred. 

In  recent  years,  controversy  has  required  that  statistical  data  be 
reported,  according  to  a  conference  held  by  the  National  Research  Council 
(NRC).  Their  report  in  1992  specified  that  an  interim  ceiling  principle 
be  applied  to  all  calculations.  This  meant  that  if  the  population  database 
showed  that  the  true  frequency  of  the  upper  confidence  limit  of  any  band 
at  a  given  locus  was  less  than  10%,  the  only  reportable  value  allowable  is 
10%.  This  effectively  reduces  the  true  power  of  the  technology  but  sup¬ 
posedly  eliminates  any  substructuring  in  populations,  which  might  be 
unfairly  biased  against  defendants. 

Because  of  a  scientific  controversy  about  the  meaning  and  reliability 
of  the  interim  ceiling  principle  calculations,  a  second  NRC  meeting  was 
convened  to  resolve  the  dispute. 

The  Polymerase  Chain  Reaction  (PCR) 

The  future  of  forensic  DNA  testing  lies  with  tests  based  on  the  use  of  the 
polymerase  chain  reaction  (PCR).  The  basis  of  PCR  is  that  it  mimics  the 
cell’s  ability  to  replicate  DNA.  That  is,  by  using  this  tool,  forensic  scientists 
have  the  ability  to  take  a  small  sample  of  DNA  and  make  more,  essentially 
copying  it,  a  millionfold. 

The  PCR  has  discrete  steps  that  are  basically  the  same,  but  specific 
parameters  for  different  loci  may  be  different.  All  PCR  procedures  have 
basic  steps:  DNA  extraction,  amplification,  and  detection. 

DNA  Extraction 

The  section  above  about  DNA  extraction  is  essentially  the  same  for  RFLP 
as  it  is  for  PCR. 

Amplification 

Amplification  is  the  heart  of  the  PCR  process  and  is  a  three-step  process: 
denaturation,  annealing,  and  extension.  The  amplification  process  takes 


*  Author's  note:  To  make  a  specific  identification,  the  actual  rarity  of  the  DNA  profile  is 
not  necessarily  what  is  important.  What  really  counts  is  the  rarity  of  the  profile  plus  the 
number  of  loci  (regions  along  the  DNA  —  number  of  STRs)  that  are  identified.  From  a 
practical  standpoint,  if  there  are  at  least  10  loci  identified  and  the  rarity  (1  in  a  trillion)  is 
at  least  1  in  30  billion,  that  would  be  an  absolute  identification. 
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place  in  a  machine,  a  thermal  cycler,  which  automatically,  according  to  a 
preprogrammed  set  of  instructions,  raises,  lowers,  and  holds  temperatures. 

Denaturation.  Before  DNA  can  be  duplicated,  the  DNA  must  be  split, 
i.e.,  denaturation.  This  process  is  accomplished  by  heating  the  DNA  sam¬ 
ple  above  94°C  for  a  prescribed  period  of  time.  If  the  DNA  is  not  heated 
long  enough  or  hot  enough,  incorrect  results  can  be  obtained  because  the 
DNA  may  not  split  properly.  This  would  account  for  the  loss  of  a  signal 
during  the  detection  step. 

Annealing.  The  second  step  requires  a  lower  temperature  during  which 
small  segments  of  DNA  called  primers  bind  specifically  to  the  DNA,  which 
borders  the  polymorphic  region  of  interest.  The  primers  become  starting 
points  for  the  DNA  duplication  process.  They  prime  the  pump,  so  to  speak. 

The  specific  annealing  temperature  is  dependent  on  the  characteristics 
of  the  specific  primers  being  used.  For  the  13  CODIS  loci,  there  are  13 
pairs  of  primers  that  must  work  well  together  in  a  mix  called  a  multiplex. 
Two  companies,  Promega  and  Applied  Biosystyems,  sell  kits  and  primer 
sets  that  allow  for  simultaneous  amplification  of  the  13  CODIS  loci. 

Extension.  The  temperature  is  raised  slightly,  often  to  72°C,  which 
causes  an  enzyme,  a  DNA  polymerase  —  TAQ  polymerase  —  to  extend 
the  primers,  in  essence,  copying  the  two  separated  strands  of  DNA.  The 
TAQ  polymerase  utilizes  nucleotides,  the  building  blocks  of  DNA,  insert¬ 
ing  them  opposite  the  appropriate  base  and  thus  ensuring  the  integrity 
of  DNA’s  base  pair  complementarity. 

Once  the  primers  have  been  extended  and  the  DNA  copied,  the  cycle 
is  begun  again.  As  many  as  30  or  more  cycles  will  permit  in  excess  of  a 
million  copies  of  DNA  to  be  synthesized. 

Detection 

Detection  of  the  amplification  products  can  be  done  in  different  ways, 
depending  on  the  type  of  polymorphism  being  detected.  For  VNTR  poly¬ 
morphisms,  they  are  first  separated  by  electrophoresis,  which  is  followed 
by  a  visualization,  usually  fluorescent  detection  or  silver  staining. 

Sequence  polymorphisms,  such  as  for  HLA-DQA1,  the  common 
detection  method  is  to  use  a  reverse  dot  blot  procedure,  where  after  being 
colored,  the  amplification  products  are  labeled  with  a  chemical  called 
biotin.  After  the  amplification  products  bind  to  a  strip  containing  allele 
or  sequence-specific  probes,  a  reaction  using  horseradish  peroxidase  and 
a  colored  dye  causes  blue  dots  to  appear.  The  pattern  of  blue  dots  denotes 
which  alleles  are  present. 
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In  addition  to  the  13  CODIS  loci,  another  genomic  system  that  might 
find  utility  in  forensic  DNA  testing  involves  the  identification  of  individ¬ 
ual  base  changes.  These  are  mutations  known  as  SNPs  (single  nucleotide 
polymorphisms).  While  the  SNPs  are  used  routinely  by  forensic  labora¬ 
tories  at  the  present,  their  utility  has  been  established  for  diagnostic 
medicine.  DNAPrint  genomics  is  advertising  DNA  kits  that  can  claim  to 
use  SNPs  to  identify  hair,  eye,  and  skin  color.  Thus  far,  these  kits  have 
not  been  validated  in  a  forensic  setting. 

The  SNPs  are  also  being  used  to  perform  DNA  profiling  of  the  Y 
chromosome.  A  number  of  laboratories  have  developed  multiplexes  of 
SNPs  so  that  male  DNA  can  be  individually  typed. 

Mitochondrial  DNA  mtDNA 

Mitochondrial  DNA  is  16,569  base  pairs  in  length;  it  typically  exists  as  a 
circular  molecule.  The  mtDNA  genome  has  been  completely  sequenced. 
Mitochondria  contain  their  own  DNA  and  are  organelles  that  reside  in 
the  cellular  cytoplasm. 

Every  cell  in  the  human  body  may  contain  from  10  to  thousands  of 
mitochondria,  the  energy-producing  center  or  the  power  plants  of  cells. 
Mitochondrial  DNA  is  maternally  inherited;  it  passes  genetically  from 
mother  to  child.  Thus,  lineage  can  be  traced  through  the  maternal  line: 
grandmother  to  her  children  to  her  daughter’s  children,  staying  in  the 
female  line. 

Advantages  of  mtDNA 

•  A  single  mitochondrion  contains  several  loops  of  DNA. 

•  There  are  many  more  copies  of  mtDNA  than  nuclear  DNA  present 
in  the  cell. 

•  There  is  added  sensitivity.  In  cases  where  nuclear  DNA  is  signifi¬ 
cantly  limited  or  scarce,  where  you  may  only  have  bone  fragments, 
hair  without  root,  teeth,  and  other  biological  evidence  that  may 
be  limited,  mtDNA  can  be  used  to  establish  identity. 

•  The  amount  of  mtDNA  isolated  from  such  specimens  may  be  very 
small,  so  DNA  extraction  is  followed  by  PCR  amplification.  This 
allows  for  production  of  many  copies  of  the  mtDNA  region  of 
interest.  After  the  amplification  is  complete,  the  mtDNA  is  se¬ 
quenced  using  conventional  sequencing  methods. 

•  Because  mtDNA  is  circular  and  packages  separately  inside  the  cell, 
it  is  more  resistant  to  degradation  than  nuclear  DNA.  Thus,  dete¬ 
riorated  samples,  such  as  old  bones  or  human  materials  recovered 
in  mass  disasters  such  as  the  World  Trade  Center  where  there  may 
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be  compromised  tissues,  may  be  amenable  to  mtDNA  but  not 
nuclear  DNA  profiling. 

Disadvantages  of  mtDNA 

•  The  frequencies  of  occurrence  of  mitotypes  are  not  sufficiently 
discriminating  to  permit  absolute  identification  of  someone  solely 
by  mitochondrial  sequencing,  whereas  STR  typing  can  be  that 
discriminating. 

•  Because  mtDNA  sequencing  is  laborious  and  time  consuming,  it  is 
impossible  for  one  laboratory  to  perform  more  than  a  few  analyses 
weekly,  and  most  forensic  analyses  are  conducted  on  a  boutique 
basis.  Until  the  World  Trade  Center  effort,  high-throughput  mtDNA 
sequencing  was  impossible  and  unavailable  to  most  municipalities. 

Short  Tandem  Repeat  Polymorphisms  (STRs) 

STR  loci  are  polymorphic  genetic  markers  that  are  well  distributed 

throughout  the  human  genome.  What  exactly  is  an  STR? 

It  may  contain  repeating  units  of  three  to  seven  building  blocks. 

•  For  instance,  CATT  is  a  four-repeat  STR. 

•  CATTCATTCATTCATTCATT  is  a  four-repeat  STR  randomly  re¬ 
peated  five  times. 

•  The  number  of  times  the  core  sequence  is  repeated  represents  the 
“type”  of  an  individual. 

Its  advantages  include: 

•  The  small  size  of  STR  loci  improves  the  chance  of  obtaining  a  result. 

•  The  small  size  range  of  STR  loci  makes  them  ideal  for  multiplexing. 

•  Multiplexing  allows  fast  analysis  with  high  discriminating  power. 

•  Interpretation  of  STR  types  is  simplified  through  the  use  of  com¬ 
puters  that  analyze  the  sample. 

What  is  Multiplexing 1 

Multiplexing  allows  the  examiner  to  look  at  multiple  DNA  locations  (loci) 

simultaneously. 

What  is  Capillary  Electrophoresis 1 

STR  loci  are  tagged  with  fluorescent  dyes  during  the  PCR  process.  These 

are  detected  during  capillary  electrophoresis. 
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How  Are  the  STR  located 1 

•  STR  primers  tagged  with  fluorescent  dyes  are  incorporated  into 
the  STR  during  amplification. 

•  Amplified  DNA  products  of  the  PCR  process  are  separated  by  size 
through  capillary  electrophoresis. 

•  Fluorescently  labeled  DNA  is  detected  during  the  process  of  cap¬ 
illary  electrophoresis. 

CODIS  —  Combined  DNA  Index  (FBI's  National  Computer 
System) 

•  Operational  in  93  laboratories,  in  39  states. 

•  Casework  databases. 

•  Convicted  offender  databases:  All  50  states  have  legislation  for  col¬ 
lection  of  offender  samples. 

•  Population  databases:  Frequency  statements  in  DNA  reports. 

•  Missing  persons  database  (pending):  Blood  standards  from  relatives 
of  missing  persons  for  comparison  with  unknown  bodies. 

NDIS  —  National  DNA  Index  System 

This  system  allows  for  comparison  of  STR  and  RFLP  profiles.  The  covered 
offenses  include: 

•  Criminal  sexual  assault 

•  Criminal  sexual  abuse 

•  Predatory  criminal  sexual  assault  of  a  child 

•  Incest  and  other  sex  offenses 

•  Any  attempt  to  commit  the  above 

DNA  Identification  Tests 
Human  Cells 

In  each  human  cell,  there  are  46  chromosomes  arranged  in  pairs  of  22, 
plus  two  sex  chromosomes.  Twenty-three  chromosomes  are  contributed 
by  the  father’s  sperm,  and  23  are  contributed  by  the  mother’s  egg.  Prac¬ 
tically  speaking,  we  are  part  of  our  mother  and  part  of  our  father  in  that 
we  each  inherit  part  of  our  parents’  DNA. 

DNA  technology  can  be  utilized  in  paternity  testing  in  order  to  estab¬ 
lish  a  child’s  rightful  parentage.  Private  DNA-typing  laboratories  have 
performed  literally  hundreds  of  thousands  of  DNA  paternity  tests  since 
1987. 
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Figure  6.34  Fetish  burglary  and  rape.  This  victim  was  asleep  in  her  bed  when 
she  was  accosted  by  a  fetish  burglar.  After  he  raped  her,  he  spent  time  in  her 
house  masturbating  and  urinating  in  the  crime  scene.  He  was  linked  to  this 
murder  and  similar  fetish  burglaries  in  the  area.  (Courtesy  of  Retired  Detective 
Marsha  Reed,  Ft.  Collins,  Colorado  Police  Department.) 

These  tests  allow  investigators  to  compare  DNA  patterns  and  establish 
positive  identification.  DNA  identifications  can  also  be  used  in  forensic 
paternity,  immigration  disputes,  missing  persons  cases,  unidentified  body 
cases,  etc. 

Applications  in  Forensic  Medicine 
Victim  Identification 

DNA  profiling  has  been  successfully  used  in  a  number  of  criminal  inves¬ 
tigations  to  positively  identify  the  deceased. 

In  one  particular  case,  Lifecodes’  scientists  were  able  to  confirm  that 
the  brain  matter  found  in  a  missing  woman’s  vehicle  belonged  to  the 
victim,  who  was  identified  through  her  DNA  and  the  DNA  of  her  parents. 
Skeletonized  remains  (bone  marrow),  body  parts,  and  other  materials 
that  contain  nucleated  cells  can  be  analyzed  for  DNA  and  provide  author¬ 
ities  with  an  identification  (Figure  6.34  and  Figure  6.35). 

Assailant  Identification 

With  forcible  rape,  DNA  offers  the  criminal  justice  system  an  unprece¬ 
dented  opportunity  to  obtain  the  strongest  possible  evidence  from  semen 
specimens.  Prior  to  DNA  technology,  the  best  that  forensics  scientists 
could  provide  was  an  exclusion  or  suggestion  of  inclusion  based  on  spec- 
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Figure  6.35  Fingernail  scrapings.  This  photo  show  the  broken  fingernail  of  the 
female  victim,  who  attempted  to  fight  off  her  assailant.  During  the  struggle,  she 
managed  to  scratch  his  face.  The  suspect's  skin  and  DNA  were  recovered  during 
autopsy  and  matched  to  the  suspect.  (Courtesy  of  Lieutenant  John  Fallon  and 
Detective  Richard  Peffall,  Montgomery  County,  Pennsylvania  Detectives.)  (See 
color  insert  following  page  236.) 


imens  that  were  analyzed  for  blood  type  and  protein  polymorphic 
enzymes.  Semen  would  be  mixed  with  the  vaginal  fluids,  which  also 
contain  proteins.  This  would  make  determining  identity  by  protein  analy¬ 
sis  difficult.  In  other  cases,  where  there  were  multiple  assailants,  several 
semen  samples  would  become  intermingled,  making  any  determination 
of  identity  by  protein  analysis  almost  impossible. 

DNA  profiling,  however,  can  provide  close  to  positive  individual  iden¬ 
tification.  Because  it  is  possible  to  physically  separate  sperm  cells  from 
vaginal  epithelial  cells  and  because  each  contains  its  own  DNA,  mixtures 
can  be  sorted  and  interference  by  bacteria  can  be  eliminated.  It  is  also 
applicable  to  old  stains.  It  is  as  if  the  criminal  left  his  name,  address,  and 
social  security  number  at  the  scene  of  the  crime. 

Investigation  of  a  Series  of  Crimes 

DNA  profiling  is  useful  in  investigations  of  a  series  of  similar  crimes.  If 
several  rapes  were  committed  in  the  same  general  area,  forensic  experts 
can  test  semen  specimens  from  the  victims  and  know  whether  they  should 
be  looking  for  one  suspect  or  multiple  suspects. 
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Forensic  scientists  in  public  and  private  DNA  laboratories  have  pro¬ 
vided  forensic  evidence  in  a  number  of  serial  rape  and  murder  cases  and 
have  provided  prosecutors  with  crucial  evidence  in  many  other  cases  as  well. 

Reopening  Unsolved  Cases 

Because  DNA  maintains  its  integrity  in  dried  specimens  for  prolonged 
periods,  DNA  profiling  can  be  utilized  on  old  evidence.  In  my  capacity 
as  an  investigative  consultant,  I  reopened  a  number  of  cases  for  DNA 
analysis.  I  conferred  with  the  detectives  in  a  case  that  was  approximately 
12  years  old  to  consider  this  forensic  technique.  The  authorities  in  that 
jurisdiction  now  have  forensic  evidence  linking  a  serial  killer  to  crimes  a 
dozen  years  old. 

DNA  patterns  from  old  evidence  can  also  be  compared  with  DNA 
patterns  of  recently  apprehended  suspects.  Or,  cases  from  the  past  in  which 
evidence  was  inconclusive  can  now  be  tested  using  DNA  technology. 

The  Green  River  Killer  —  A  Cold  Case  Investigation 

The  Green  River  Killings,  which  began  in  1982  and  abruptly 
ended  in  1984,  involved  some  49  victims.  The  women,  some 
of  whom  had  histories  of  prostitution,  started  disappearing 
in  1982.  Many  were  last  seen  along  Pacific  Highway  South, 
near  Sea-Tac  Airport.  Countless  leads  and  scarce  evidence 
frustrated  the  police.  Most  of  the  bodies  recovered  were  in 
various  degrees  of  decomposition  or  had  been  skeletonized. 

The  Green  River  Killer  seemed  like  a  phantom  striking  at 
will  and  leaving  hardly  any  trace.  He  reached  his  peak  in 
1983,  murdering  as  many  as  five  women  a  month.  Fisher¬ 
men,  bikers,  nature  hikers,  people  walking  their  dogs,  etc. 
were  finding  the  bodies  of  these  victims  in  a  wide  area  around 
Sea-Tac.  Many  times  when  the  police  arrived  to  examine  a 
body  in  the  woods,  they  would  come  across  the  remains  of 
several  others  nearby. 

The  police  requested  an  FBI  profile  of  this  elusive  killer  and 
were  told  by  Quantico  that  the  subject  “. . .felt  humiliated  by 
women,  was  an  outdoorsman,  who  knew  the  local  country¬ 
side  well  and  may  have  some  religious  motives.”  Obviously, 
the  profile  was  too  broad  to  be  very  useful. 

In  1984,  the  Green  River  Task  Force  was  set  up  to  investigate 
these  series  of  crimes.  More  than  $15  million  dollars  was 
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spent,  thousands  of  suspects  were  checked  out,  and  more 
than  750  binders  were  filled  with  millions  of  facts.  However, 
the  police  still  did  not  have  a  suspect. 

However,  in  1987,  a  suspect,  who  was  reportedly  seen  by 
witnesses  with  two  of  the  victims  prior  to  their  deaths,  was 
interviewed.  His  name  was  Gary  Ridgeway.  The  police  ascer¬ 
tained  that  he  had  been  arrested  in  1982  on  a  “prostitution 
sting”  after  he  approached  a  female  undercover  officer  and 
asked  for  sex.  In  1984,  a  prostitute  reported  Ridgeway  after 
she  became  uneasy  about  the  way  he  approached  her  for  sex 
on  Pacific  Highway. 

The  police  felt  that  Ridgeway  was  viable  as  a  suspect  and 
suspicious  enough  to  warrant  further  investigation.  The  po¬ 
lice  obtained  a  search  warrant  and  executed  the  warrant  on 
his  residence  and  vehicles.  They  also  took  hair  cuttings  and 
had  Ridgeway  bite  down  on  a  piece  of  gauze  to  obtain  saliva, 
which  contains  buccal  cells.  However,  all  of  the  evidence  was 
at  best  circumstantial. 

The  Green  River  Task  Force  began  to  wind  down  in  the 
1990s,  and  by  1991,  only  a  single  detective,  lim  lensen,  was 
assigned  to  basically  monitor  any  new  information  and  keep 
track  of  all  of  the  information  that  had  been  collected.  It 
appeared  that  the  entire  case  was  in  a  permanent  state  of 
limbo,  and  whoever  the  murderer  was  would  probably  re¬ 
main  free. 

In  1997,  Dave  Reichert,  who  was  a  detective  when  the  case 
first  began,  became  Sheriff  of  King  County.  In  April  2001, 
he  called  a  meeting  of  detectives  who  were  assigned  to  the 
Green  River  case  to  reexamine  what  they  might  be  able  to 
do  in  light  of  the  advances  in  DNA  technology.  Sheriff  Re¬ 
ichert  had  been  discussing  with  lensen  the  possibility  of 
using  newly  developed  DNA  testing  on  samples  of  semen 
taken  from  three  of  the  victims  from  1982  and  1983  and 
comparing  these  to  the  buccal  cell  sample  taken  from  Ridge¬ 
way  in  1987. 

The  new  technology  that  Reichert  had  been  discussing  with 
Jensen  was  called  short  tandem  repeat  testing,  or  STR,  which 
only  became  available  in  1997.  STR  testing  revolutionized 
DNA  analysis  because  of  its  unprecedented  accuracy.  STR 
measures  13  tiny  repeating  sections  in  a  DNA  sample,  which 
effectively  represent  a  unique  bar  code  on  any  individual’s 
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genome.  STR  loci  are  polymorphic  genetic  markers  that  are 
well  distributed  throughout  the  human  genome. 

In  March  2001,  the  laboratory  began  testing  the  evidence.  In 
September,  the  Washington  State  Crime  Lab  was  able  to 
match  Ridgeway  to  three  of  the  murder  victims. 

On  November  30,  2001,  52-year-old  Gary  Ridgeway  was  ar¬ 
rested  for  murder.  The  authorities  were  able  to  match  Ridge¬ 
way’s  DNA  to  three  of  the  victims.  The  fourth  victim  was 
matched  through  circumstantial  evidence. 

Sheriff  Reichert  stated  that  he  was  not  ready  to  declare  that 
he  had  captured  the  Green  River  Killer.  However,  he  was 
convinced  that  Gary  Ridgeway  was  responsible  for  some  of 
the  deaths  of  women  on  the  list  of  Green  River  victims.  The 
investigation  into  the  Green  River  cases  will  continue,  as  the 
King  County  investigators  sift  through  thousands  of  reports 
and  over  10,000  pieces  of  evidence.  The  bottom  line  is  that 
20  years  after  these  murders,  a  suspect  was  charged  in  con¬ 
nection  with  four  of  the  slayings  due  to  advances  in  DNA 
technology  (personal  interview,  2002). 


Admissibility  Criteria 

In  determining  the  admissibility  of  any  evidence  into  trial,  there  must  be 
method  validation  and  laboratory  validation.  The  scientific  acceptance  of 
this  technology  is  the  basis  for  legal  acceptance  in  a  court  of  law.  Medical 
research,  Nobel  Prize  awards,  peer-level  publications,  as  well  as  general 
acceptance  by  the  scientific  community  are  the  basis  for  legal  argument. 

In  the  early  1900s,  a  Nobel  Prize  was  awarded  for  the  discovery  of 
DNA  as  the  genetic  basis  for  life.  In  1953,  James  Watson  and  Francis  Crick 
were  awarded  a  Nobel  Prize  in  connection  with  defining  the  structure  of 
DNA.  Their  elucidation  of  the  double  helix  structure  of  DNA  revolution¬ 
ized  the  held  of  molecular  biology  and  genetics. 

In  the  1970s,  further  genetic  research  produced  the  restriction 
enzymes.  Genetic  engineering  through  gene  splicing  and  cloning  were 
soon  accepted  procedures  within  the  scientific  community.  In  the  early 
1980s,  scientists  discovered  RFLP  technology,  which  was  the  basis  for 
determining  individual  identity. 

The  ASCLD  Lab  Inc.,  the  American  Society  of  Crime  Laboratory 
Director’s  private  corporation  for  accreditation  of  crime  laboratories, 
included  DNA  laboratories  under  their  accreditation  umbrella.  Addition- 
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ally,  a  group  of  scientists  from  private  and  public  crime  laboratories, 
academia,  and  industry  formed  a  group  called  TWGDAM  (the  Technical 
Working  Group  on  DNA  Analysis  Methods),  which  is  sponsored  by  the 
FBI  and  has  formulated  guidelines  for  quality  assurance  in  DNA  labora¬ 
tories.  These  guidelines  have  become  the  standard  by  which  forensic  DNA 
laboratories  are  judged  in  court. 

Richard  J.  Roberts,  formerly  the  Assistant  Director  for  Research  at  the 
Cold  Spring  Harbor  laboratory  on  Long  Island,  New  York,  is  Deputy  to 
the  Director  of  said  laboratory.  The  director  is  James  Watson  —  the  same 
James  Watson,  who  in  1953,  together  with  Francis  Crick,  received  a  Nobel 
Prize  for  their  elucidation  of  the  double  helix  structure. 

Roberts,  in  his  testimony  during  a  Frye  hearing  in  New  York,  People 
v.  Wesley  73  NY2d,  County  of  Albany,  1988,  stated  that  the  protocols  used 
by  Lifecodes  Corporation,  “...were  not  only  acceptable  by  the  scientific 
community,  and  deemed  reliable  therein,  but  were  among  the  most 
detailed  and  specific  laboratory  protocols  for  the  procedures  involved  that 
he  had  ever  seen...”. 

The  availability  of  appropriate  controls  and  procedures  to  assure  reli¬ 
ability  of  DNA  laboratory  results  promises  favorable  judicial  reviews  for 
the  admissibility  of  DNA  evidence  in  trial  courts. 


The  Legal  Standard  of  Admissibility 

A  majority  of  jurisdictions  follow  the  Frye  rule  for  determining  admissi¬ 
bility  of  evidence.  This  is  based  on  the  Supreme  Court  ruling  in  Frye  v. 
United  States,  F.  1013  at  1014  (D.C.  Cir.  1923).  The  court  in  this  case  held: 

Just  when  a  scientific  principle  or  discovery  crosses  the 
line  between  the  experimental  and  demonstrable  stages 
is  difficult  to  define.  Somewhere  in  this  twilight  zone 
the  evidential  force  of  the  principle  must  be  recognized, 
and  while  courts  will  go  a  long  way  in  admitting  expert 
testimony  deduced  from  a  well-recognized  scientific 
principle  or  discovery,  the  thing  from  which  the  deduc¬ 
tion  is  made  must  be  sufficiently  established  to  have 
gained  general  acceptance  in  the  particular  field  in 
which  it  belongs. 

Practically  speaking,  the  Frye  rule  requires  that  the  evidence  to  be 
introduced  has  gained  general  acceptance  in  the  scientific  community.  It 
has  been  established  in  a  number  of  courts  that  DNA  identification  is 
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capable  of  producing  reliable  results  and  that  there  is  general  scientific 
acceptance  of  the  theories  underlying  DNA  identification. 

The  courts  also  concluded  that  DNA  forensic  identification  tests  to 
determine  inclusions  are  reliable  and  meet  the  Frye  standard  of  admissibility. 


PCR  Tests 

Preservation  of  Sample  and  Minimum  Amounts 
Blood  (White  Cells) 

Liquid:  1  to  5  microliters  (less  than  a  drop) 

Preservation:  EDTA  (Purple  Cap)  refrigeration 
Dried:  Approximately  1/8-inch  square  size 
Preservation:  Dried  —  keep  dry  —  refrigerate/freeze 

Semen 

Liquid:  1  to  5  microliters;  approximately  1/8  inch  square  size 
Preservation:  Dry  or  freeze  if  liquid 
Dried:  Requires  an  appropriate  amount  of  sperm 
Preservation:  Room  temperature,  low  humidity;  refrigerate  dry 

Urine 

Cellular  material:  1000  cells  (approximately  6  mL);  60-30  cc  (approx¬ 
imately  1  ounce) 

Liquid:  Isolate  cellular  material  by  centrifugation;  freeze  (-70°C) 
Dried:  Keep  dry;  freeze 

Saliva 

Buccal  cells:  1000  cells  (less  than  a  drop) 

Liquid:  Separate  buccal  cells;  dry 
Dried:  Keep  dry  store  at  room  temperature 

Tissues  (Bones) 

Minimum  amount:  50-250  mg  ( 1  inch  in  diameter) 

Fresh:  Refrigerate  or  keep  at  room  temperature 
Dried:  Keep  dry;  room  temperature 


308 


Sex-Related  Homicide  and  Death  Investigation 


DNA  Profiling 

DNA  profiling  can  be  utilized  to: 

1 .  Establish  the  link  between  evidential  DNA  with  that  of  the  possible 
suspect’s  DNA. 

2.  Identify  whether  the  DNA  in  question  is  human  or  nonhuman, 
and  establish  sex. 

Conclusion 

DNA  and  genetic  fingerprinting  represent  the  most  important  break¬ 
through  in  crime  detection  since  the  discovery  of  the  fingerprint.  DNA 
technology  represents  the  future  of  forensic  medicine,  and  the  experts 
have  only  begun  to  scratch  the  surface  with  this  technology.  It  is  a  power¬ 
ful  tool  that  protects  the  innocent  just  as  surely  as  it  pinpoints  the  guilty. 
Genetic  identification  takes  the  “gamesmanship”  out  of  the  trial  —  it  is 
the  defendant  who  committed  the  crime,  or  it  is  not. 
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Interpersonal 

Violence-Oriented  Disputes 
and  Assaults  and  Sex-Related 
Domestic  Violence  Murders 


Introduction 


Sex-related  homicides  cover  interpersonal-oriented  disputes  and  assaults, 
which  include  domestic  violence  homicides  involving  sexual  assault; 
rape-murders;  serial  murders;  killings  that  involve  anal  and  oral  sodomy 
and  other  acts  of  sexual  perversion;  and  sexually  oriented  interpersonal 
violence  cases. 

A  homicide  is  classified  as  “sex-related”  when  there  is  evidence  of 
sexual  activity  observed  in  the  crime  scene  or  upon  the  body  of  the  victim. 
This  includes  the  following: 

1.  The  type  of,  or  lack  of,  attire  on  the  victim. 

2.  Evidence  of  seminal  fluid  on,  near,  or  in  the  body. 

3.  Evidence  of  sexual  injury  or  sexual  mutilation. 

4.  Sexualized  positioning  of  the  body. 

5.  Evidence  of  substitute  sexual  activity,  i.e.,  fantasy,  ritualism,  sym¬ 
bolism,  or  masturbation. 

6.  Multiple  stabbings  or  cuttings  to  the  body.  [This  includes  slicing 
wounds  across  the  abdomen  of  the  victim,  throat  slashing,  and 
overkill-type  injuries,  which  are  considered  highly  suggestive  of 
sexual  motivation  (Geberth,  1996).] 
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The  victims  of  these  crimes  are  usually  females  and  young  children, 
and  the  killer  a  male.  However,  it  is  important  to  note  that  sex-related 
homicides  involve  homosexual  as  well  as  heterosexual  relationships. 

The  homicide  might  have  sexual  implications,  even  without  an  overt 
sex  act  or  observable  sexual  activity  at  the  crime  scene.  It  is  important  to 
note  that  unlike  other  murders,  the  motive  or  reason  for  the  killing  may 
not  always  be  readily  discernable  or  as  clear  cut  as  is  presented  in  a 
robbery-homicide,  a  drug-related  murder,  or  an  organized  crime  “hit.” 

Practically  speaking,  if  the  body  is  that  of  a  female,  and  it  is  found 
nude  or  partially  clothed,  the  investigator  should  think  “sex  crime.” 


Classifications 


In  my  professional  opinion  as  an  expert  in  the  sphere  of  homicide  inves¬ 
tigation,  sex-related  homicides  should  be  classified  into  four  distinct  cate¬ 
gories  based  upon  their  frequency  of  occurrence  and  statistical  probabilities. 

My  opinion  of  the  FBI  Classification  of  Crime  as  found  in  the  Crime 
Classification  Manual  (CCM)  (Douglas  et  ah,  1995)  is  that  it  does  not 
facilitate  or  assist  in  the  solving  of  criminal  offenses.  These  CCM  classifi¬ 
cations  serve  no  purpose  other  than  to  allow  “alleged  experts”  to  testify  to 
the  data  and  statistical  information  compiled  in  a  research  project.  In  fact, 
the  CCM  not  only  confuses  the  investigative  process,  it  actually  allows  for 
an  interpretation  of  events  that  may  or  may  not  conform  to  state,  county, 
and  local  government  legislation  as  it  applies  to  the  specific  crime. 

According  to  the  Preface  in  the  Crime  Classification  Manual  (Douglas 
et  ah,  1995),  the  purpose  of  classifying  crimes  is  fourfold: 

1.  To  standardize  terminology  within  the  criminal  justice  field 

2.  To  facilitate  communication  within  the  criminal  justice  field  and 
between  criminal  justice  and  mental  health 

3.  To  educate  the  criminal  justice  system  and  the  public  at  large  to 
the  types  of  crimes  being  committed 

4.  To  develop  a  database  for  investigative  research  (p.  ix) 

I  believe  that  the  FBI  attempted  to  produce  the  equivalent  of  a  DSM- 
/V-type  publication,  which  is  fine  for  research  and  theoretical  analysis  of 
criminal  events  in  the  area  of  clinical  research,  but  it  lacks  the  practical 
application  necessary  in  investigative  practice. 

In  the  real  world  of  death  investigation,  we  do  not  need  to  compli¬ 
cate  the  investigative  process  by  constructing  theoretical  definitions  and 
subclassifications  for  computer  analysis.  I  believe  in  keeping  things 
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simple.  I  have  instructed,  proposed,  and  recommended  that  the  criminal 
investigator  approach  sex-related  death  investigations  by  considering 
the  practical  statistical  significance  of  the  Four  Classifications  of  Sex- 
Related  Homicides'. 

1 .  Interpersonal  violence-oriented  disputes  and  assaults,  which  in¬ 
clude  domestic  violence  homicides 

2.  Rape-  and  sodomy-oriented  assault 

3.  Deviant-oriented  assault  commonly  referred  to  as  a  lust  murder 
or  psychotic  killing  (In  these  situations,  the  motive  for  the  murder 
may  not  be  readily  discernible.) 

4.  The  serial  murder 

I  address  each  of  these  specific  categories  in  this  and  the  following 
chapters.  I  list  them  in  their  frequency  of  occurrence.  In  other  words, 
before  I  go  out  looking  for  a  serial  killer,  I  would  consider  the  possibilities 
of  the  previous  classifications  with  a  view  toward  the  victimology. 

Remember,  national  surveys  to  date  indicate  that  most  women  are 
raped  by  someone  they  know. 


Interpersonal  Violence-Oriented  Disputes  and  Assaults 

The  most  common  type  of  sex-related  homicide  originates  from  inter¬ 
personal  violence.  Sexual  domestic  disputes  involve  husbands  and  wives, 
men  and  women,  boyfriends  and  girlfriends,  boyfriends  and  boyfriends, 
girlfriends  and  girlfriends,  and  even  on  occasion,  siblings.  They  may  also 
involve  third-party  relationships,  such  as  “love  triangles,”  former  hus¬ 
bands  and  wives,  and  jilted  or  would-be  lovers. 

Practically  speaking,  whenever  a  man  reports  the  sudden  death  of  his 
wife,  girlfriend,  lover,  or  associate  or  makes  a  report  of  a  Missing  Person 
from  one  of  those  relationships,  a  smart  homicide  cop  should  immedi¬ 
ately  consider  him  a  possible  suspect  until  the  facts  prove  otherwise. 

Who  kills  women  in  our  society?  Men.  The  author  bases  this  conclu¬ 
sion  on  statistics.  In  fact,  experienced  murder  cops  usually  take  a  good 
hard  look  at  the  husband,  lover,  or  boyfriend  to  scrutinize  their  behaviors 
as  they  report  the  event. 

Are  they  too  demonstrative  in  their  grief?  Have  they  surrounded 
themselves  with  concerned  relatives?  Or,  do  they  have  their  act  together 
and  seem  to  be  going  through  the  motions.  The  subject  who  uses  all  the 
right  words  and  comes  across  as  overly  confident  or  nonchalant  is  a  good 
candidate  for  further  investigation. 
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In  my  experience,  innocent  husbands  or  wives  may  go  into  shock  and 
remain  in  shock  for  a  considerable  period  of  time.  Their  grief  rings  true, 
and  their  actions  and  behaviors  are  in  sync  with  the  event.  The  experi¬ 
enced  detective  will  immediately  recognize  the  difference. 

The  author  includes  domestic  violence  homicides  within  this  category 
because  murder  serves  as  the  ultimate  form  of  sexual  revenge  and 
accounts  for  a  number  of  sex-related  homicides. 

In  some  instances,  the  death  may  not  appear  to  be  sexually  motivated. 
However,  upon  an  examination  into  the  background  and  relationships  of 
the  victim,  a  new  possibility  may  present  itself  to  the  authorities. 

The  O.  J.  Simpson  case  was  a  classic  domestic  violence  homicide  coupled 
with  the  unfortunate  murder  of  Ron  Goldman,  who  just  happened  to  be 
at  the  wrong  place  at  the  wrong  time.  Simpson  had  a  history  of  domestic 
violence  incidents  involving  his  wife,  Nicole.  The  police  were  certainly 
correct  in  looking  at  Simpson  as  a  suspect.  However,  the  case  became 
politicized  and  sensationalized,  and  common  sense  went  out  the  window. 

“The  Trail  of  Blood”  theory  based  on  the  DNA  analysis  indicated  that 
blood  drops  at  the  scene  of  the  double  murder  of  Nicole  Brown  Simpson 
and  Ron  Goldman,  as  well  as  blood  in  O.J.  Simpson’s  Ford  Bronco  and 
his  residence,  positively  identified  Simpson  as  the  suspect.  DNA  analysis 
of  three  stains  on  the  console  of  Simpson’s  Ford  Bronco  indicated  that 
droplets  were  a  mixture  of  blood  from  Simpson,  the  blood  of  his  ex-wife 
Nicole  Brown,  and  the  blood  of  Goldman.  The  famous  “Bloody  Gloves” 
that  were  presented  as  evidence  provided  the  crucial  linkage.  One  glove 
was  found  at  Bundy  Drive,  the  scene  of  the  double  homicide.  The  match¬ 
ing  right-hand  glove  was  found  at  Simpson’s  estate.  DNA  testing  of  the 
glove  found  at  Simpson’s  estate  indicated  that  blood  matching  Simpson 
and  the  two  murder  victims  “linked”  him  to  the  murders.  DNA  testing 
of  the  blood  on  the  glove  at  Bundy  Drive  matched  Simpson.  The  ski  cap 
found  near  Goldman’s  body  had  fibers  like  those  from  the  carpet  in 
Simpson’s  Ford  Bronco.  Goldman’s  shirt  contained  a  head  hair  that 
matched  Simpson.  However,  Judge  Ito  did  not  allow  that  evidence  into 
the  trial.  The  socks  found  in  Simpson’s  bedroom  bore  traces  of  blood 
from  Simpson  and  his  ex-wife  Nicole,  who  was  one  of  the  murder  victims. 

The  defense  claim  of  police  misconduct  and  introduction  of  race  into 
the  trial  played  upon  the  emotions  of  the  predominantly  black  jury.  The 
murder  trial  was  turned  into  a  race  trial. 

Despite  the  overwhelming  physical  and  forensic  evidence  linking  Sim¬ 
pson  to  the  murders,  the  jury  rejected  good  solid  physical  and  forensic 
evidence  and  rendered  a  “Not  Guilty”  finding. 

In  my  opinion,  the  DNA  analysis  of  the  evidence  in  this  case  over¬ 
whelmingly  inculpated  Simpson.  The  reality  of  this  physical  evidence  was 
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proven  in  the  civil  trial,  where  Simpson  was  determined  to  be  responsible 
for  the  murders. 

I  remember  a  case  in  which  a  36-year-old  female  executive  was  found 
shot  to  death  “execution  style.”  She  was  shot  three  times  in  the  head  at 
close  range,  and  her  body  was  left  in  her  automobile,  which  was  found 
parked  under  the  George  Washington  Bridge.  The  police  investigation 
revealed  that  the  victim  had  an  ongoing  lesbian  relationship  with  a  3 1  - 
year-old  female  bartender.  Detectives  ascertained  that  the  deceased 
became  embroiled  in  an  argument  with  her  lesbian  girlfriend  over  another 
woman.  The  victim  met  this  woman  at  an  East  Side  singles  bar.  When 
the  “other  woman”  arrived,  the  argument  began,  and  the  three  women 
ended  up  leaving  the  bar  together.  The  deceased  drove  the  auto  with  her 
“new  friend”  sitting  in  the  front  seat  and  her  lesbian  lover  sitting  in  the 
rear  seat.  The  argument  continued  as  they  drove.  During  the  argument, 
the  jealous  lover  shot  her  friend  in  the  head  from  the  back  seat.  The 
woman  passenger  fled  the  scene  as  the  “shooter”  exited  the  vehicle  and 
got  behind  the  wheel  of  the  auto.  She  then  drove  the  victim’s  car  and 
body  to  the  location  of  discovery.  The  “witness-passenger”  eventually 
came  forward,  and  police  arrested  the  jealous  lover  who  was  hiding  out 
at  another  woman’s  Manhattan  apartment.  Initially,  this  case  did  not 
appear  to  be  a  sex- related  homicide  (Author’s  files). 

I  remember  another  case  in  which  two  boys  who  were  taking  a  short¬ 
cut  through  a  baseball  held  found  the  nude  body  of  an  unidentified 
female.  The  offender  apparently  used  a  vehicle  to  transport  the  victim’s 
body,  which  was  dumped  at  the  site.  Detectives  located  tire  mark  impres¬ 
sions  in  the  dirt.  The  body  had  tumbled  down  an  embankment  and  rigor 
had  set  in.  There  was  no  identification.  However,  the  victim  was  wearing 
distinctive  rings  on  her  hands. 

The  victim’s  age  was  estimated  to  be  between  20  and  30  years  of  age. 
The  decedent  sustained  3 1  stab  wounds  to  the  chest  as  well  as  blunt  force 
trauma  to  the  head  and  face.  The  cause  of  death  was  multiple  stabbing 
and  blunt  force  traumas.  The  case  appeared  to  be  a  rape-murder  perpe¬ 
trated  by  an  unknown  offender.  After  killing  his  victim  at  another  loca¬ 
tion,  he  dumped  her  body.  The  immediate  problem  for  the  investigators 
was  the  fact  that  the  victim  was  unidentified,  and  there  were  no  missing 
person  reports  matching  her  description  (Figure  7.1). 

The  detectives  at  the  scene  documented  and  collected  the  tire  marks 
left  by  the  vehicle  used  to  transport  the  victim  to  the  dump  site.  The  crime 
scene  technicians  recovered  red  cotton  fibers  that  were  vacuumed  from  the 
victim’s  body  at  the  scene.  The  medical  examiner  retrieved  a  blue  paint 
chip  from  the  neck  area  of  the  victim’s  body  during  the  autopsy.  In  addition, 
blood  pattern  evidence  was  documented  and  photographed  on  the  victim’s 
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Figure  7.1  Dumped  body.  This  case  was  first  thought  to  be  a  rape-murder 
where  the  offender  dumped  the  body.  It  was,  in  fact,  an  interpersonal  domestic 
violence  case.  The  jealous  boyfriend  of  this  young  woman  killed  her  during  a 
domestic  argument  and  dumped  the  body  in  an  adjoining  county.  (Courtesy  of 
Captain  James  Gannon,  Morris  County,  New  Jersey  Prosecutor's  Office.) 


leg.  A  sketch  of  the  victim  along  with  a  description  of  the  jewelry  worn  by 
the  victim  were  distributed  throughout  the  metropolitan  area  to  law 
enforcement  and  the  news  media  in  an  attempt  to  identify  the  unknown 
female.  Three  days  later,  the  distinctive  rings  worn  by  the  victim  led  to  her 
identification.  A  friend  of  the  deceased,  who  recognized  the  description  of 
the  rings,  was  located.  She  identified  the  body.  The  friend  was  also  able  to 
provide  the  police  with  crucial  information  about  the  victim.  The  victim 
was  an  exotic  dancer  in  a  strip  club  in  an  adjoining  county. 

The  police  learned  that  she  divided  her  time  between  two  domiciles. 
She  stayed  at  her  boyfriend’s  house  and  also  had  an  apartment  that  she 
shared  with  another  exotic  dancer.  Search  warrants  were  obtained  for  both 
locations  as  well  as  a  vehicle  owned  by  the  boyfriend.  The  police  recovered 
the  following  evidence  from  the  boyfriend’s  home  and  his  vehicle: 
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•  Police  searched  his  automobile.  The  tires  were  matched  to  the  tire 
marks  at  the  crime  scene. 

•  Blue  paint  chips  were  recovered  from  the  trunk.  This  matched  the 
paint  chip  on  her  neck. 

•  Red  cotton  fibers  found  in  the  garage  matched  the  fiber  evidence 
vacuumed  from  her  body. 

•  The  blood  pattern  on  her  leg  matched  the  carpet  in  his  car. 

•  A  piece  of  wood  was  matched  by  blood  type  to  the  victim. 

The  investigation  and  interviews  of  the  victim’s  friends  revealed  that 
her  boyfriend  was  extremely  jealous  of  her  dancing  at  the  club.  Police 
learned  that  he  had  a  violent  fight  with  her  in  his  home.  During  this  fight, 
he  stabbed  her  and  struck  her  with  a  blunt  instrument.  After  she  was 
dead,  he  then  stripped  her  body  and  put  it  in  the  trunk  of  his  car  and 
drove  to  the  adjoining  county  to  dump  her  body  (Author’s  hies). 

A  Case  with  a  Twist 

I  remember  responding  to  a  report  of  a  rape-murder  in  the  South  Bronx. 
The  nude  body  of  the  victim  was  discovered  in  her  apartment  after  a 
neighbor  rescued  her  daughter.  The  child  was  observed  hanging  from  the 
window  gate  on  the  fifth- floor  window.  A  crowd  had  gathered  and  was 
calling  to  the  child  to  hold  on.  A  fourth- floor  neighbor  climbed  up  the 
hre  escape  and  kicked  in  the  locked  window  of  the  victim’s  apartment  to 
rescue  the  baby  and  discovered  the  body.  The  victim’s  body  was  in  an 
advanced  state  of  decomposition.  Apparently,  the  child  was  trying  to 
escape  the  noxious  odors  of  the  decaying  corpse  and  had  climbed  up  to 
the  windowsill.  The  woman’s  nude  body  was  lying  on  her  back  on  the 
bed  with  her  legs  open.  She  had  suffered  numerous  stab  wounds  to  the 
chest,  and  there  also  was  evidence  of  blunt  force  trauma.  There  was  a  gag 
around  her  mouth  and  neck.  On  the  bed  was  a  plunger  with  blood  upon 
it,  suggesting  it  had  been  used  in  the  sexual  assault.  There  also  was  evi¬ 
dence  of  a  struggle.  The  victim’s  panties  were  around  her  right  leg.  A 
man’s  ball  cap  was  found  next  to  the  body,  and  there  were  numerous 
blood  splatters  on  the  wall  and  ceiling  in  the  room.  There  was  no  weapon 
found  at  the  scene.  It  appeared  that  she  had  been  sexually  assaulted  on 
the  bed.  The  apartment  had  been  locked,  and  the  only  way  in  was  through 
a  window,  which  was  also  locked. 

In  addition  to  the  plunger,  there  was  a  doll  and  a  baby’s  toy  on  the 
bed  next  to  the  body.  Eventually,  we  determined  that  the  victim’s  18- 
month- old  daughter  had  probably  brought  these  items  to  her  mother  as 
she  attempted  to  “awaken”  her.  It  was  a  very  sad  scenario.  The  toddler 
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Figure  7.2  Sex-related  homicide.  This  case  appeared  to  be  a  rape-murder.  Actu¬ 
ally,  it  was  an  interpersonal  violence-oriented  dispute  and  assault. 

had  been  in  this  locked  apartment  with  the  decomposing  body  of  her 
mother  for  3  to  4  days.  The  child,  who  was  suffering  from  malnutrition 
and  exposure,  was  rushed  to  the  hospital  (Figure  7.2). 

The  victimology  indicated  a  moderate-  to  high-risk  lifestyle.  Detec¬ 
tives  learned  that  she  filed  a  rape  charge  in  connection  with  a  sexual  assault 
that  occurred  1  week  earlier  at  a  club  that  she  frequented.  We  also  learned 
that  she  had  just  recently  gotten  her  daughter  back  from  the  Bureau  of 
Child  Welfare  (BCW)  due  to  her  inappropriate  social  activities.  She  report¬ 
edly  had  a  boyfriend,  who  we  could  not  locate,  and  the  neighbor  who 
saved  her  child  had  three  prior  rape  charges  against  him.  We  had  more 
than  enough  suspects.  Our  first  suspect  was  the  man  she  filed  rape  charges 
against.  We  were  able  to  eliminate  him  immediately.  He  was  still  in  jail. 

We  conducted  a  canvass  of  the  building  and  spoke  to  a  number  of 
neighbors.  No  one  had  heard  anything.  However,  we  located  persons  who 
saw  her  with  her  daughter  on  Saturday.  Some  people  were  not  interviewed 
because  they  were  not  home.  This  included  her  downstairs  neighbor. 

We  interviewed  the  hero  neighbor  who  provided  us  with  a  detailed 
description  of  how  he  became  aware  of  the  event,  his  entry  into  the 
apartment,  the  rescue  of  the  child,  and  how  he  discovered  the  body.  He 
provided  information  about  the  victim’s  personal  life  and  a  description 
of  her  boyfriend,  who  was  named  “Junior.”  He  also  told  us  how  the  victim 
had  recently  gotten  her  child  back  from  BCW  and  how  he  helped  her 
move  her  bed  against  the  bedroom  wall  to  make  room  for  the  crib.  In 
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fact,  he  had  a  lot  of  information  about  the  victim,  which  included  the 
fact  that  the  victim  told  him  she  was  upset  because  her  boyfriend,  “Junior,” 
had  a  set  of  keys  to  her  apartment. 

Although  he  provided  an  elaborate  account  of  his  activities  at  the 
scene,  he  was  less  than  forthcoming  about  his  personal  life  and  his  exten¬ 
sive  arrest  record,  which  included  three  charges  for  rape.  He  remained  a 
suspect.  However,  we  needed  to  locate  the  victim’s  boyfriend.  It  took  us 
2  more  days  to  identify  and  locate  an  address  for  “Junior,”  who  never 
seemed  to  be  home  when  the  police  went  to  his  apartment.  Finally,  I 
decided  to  put  our  “Night  Watch”  crew  on  him,  and  he  was  picked  up  at 
6:00  a.m.,  as  he  left  the  housing  project  for  the  subway  station.  When 
“Junior”  was  questioned  as  to  why  he  was  avoiding  us,  he  replied  that  he 
was  working  two  jobs  and  was  planning  on  getting  married.  He  was  asked 
about  his  relationship  with  the  victim,  and  he  stated  that  she  was  just  a 
friend  and  that  he  had  not  seen  her  in  over  a  month.  “Junior”  was  asked 
about  the  keys  to  the  victim’s  apartment.  He  stated  that  he  had  forgotten 
he  had  them  and  handed  the  keys  over  to  the  detectives.  One  of  the 
detectives  brought  the  keys  back  to  the  crime  scene  and  discovered  that 
the  locks  had  been  changed.  Apparently,  the  victim  changed  the  locks 
without  telling  anyone.  “Junior,”  who  was  still  being  interviewed  by  other 
detectives  at  the  station  house,  volunteered  his  fingerprints  and  hair  sam¬ 
ples  to  the  investigators.  In  fact,  he  was  extremely  cooperative.  He  gave 
the  detectives  the  name  of  his  hance,  who  could  vouch  for  him.  He 
provided  an  in-depth  statement  that  seemingly  eliminated  him  from  sus¬ 
pect  status,  especially  because  the  keys  did  not  fit  and  because  he  told 
detectives  he  had  not  seen  her  in  over  a  month. 

This  brought  us  back  to  the  “hero  neighbor,”  who  could  not  or  would 
not  provide  his  whereabouts  on  Saturday  evening.  We  determined  that 
Saturday  evening  or  early  Sunday  morning  was  when  the  murder 
occurred.  When  he  was  told  that  we  recovered  latent  fingerprints  in  the 
apartment,  he  stated,  “I  told  you  I  was  in  the  lady’s  apartment  and  helped 
her  move  the  bed  against  the  wall.”  We  then  asked  him  what  other  rooms 
he  had  been  in.  At  which  time,  with  a  big  smile  on  his  face,  he  answered, 
“Every  room,  officer.”  It  was  apparent  that  he  had  been  through  a  police 
interrogation  before.  It  looked  like  a  stalemate. 

We  continued  the  canvass  of  the  building  in  which  the  deceased  lived 
in  an  effort  to  locate  everyone  who  might  have  information.  Detectives 
were  in  that  same  building  Saturday  evening  for  the  first  time. 

Author’s  note:  I  cannot  emphasize  enough  how  impor¬ 
tant  it  is  for  you  to  conduct  your  canvasses  on  the  same 
day  of  the  week  as  the  day  of  occurrence.  Many  times, 
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persons  you  would  not  ordinarily  have  an  opportunity 
to  interview  on  other  days  will,  in  fact,  be  home  the 
same  day  of  the  week  as  the  day  of  the  occurrence.  This 
principle  also  applies  to  roadblock  scenarios.  Certain 
days  are  travel  days  for  different  folks,  and  it  behooves 
you  to  be  out  there  on  the  particular  day  of  the  week 
that  they  travel,  especially  if  that  particular  day  is  the 
same  day  of  the  week  as  the  day  the  murder  occurred. 

On  Saturday  evening,  the  people  in  the  apartment  directly  below  the 
deceased’s  apartment  were  home.  When  detectives  knocked  on  their  door, 
they  were  startled.  At  first,  they  stated  that  they  did  not  want  to  get 
involved  in  anything,  because  they  were  both  married  to  others  and  just 
used  this  apartment  on  weekends.  However,  it  was  too  late,  because  they 
already  indicated  that  they  knew  something.  Detectives  learned  that  at 
about  midnight  the  previous  Saturday  they  heard  sounds  of  a  terrible 
fight  upstairs,  with  people  running  back  and  forth  and  yelling  and  scream¬ 
ing.  They  told  the  detectives  they  heard  a  female  voice  scream  out,  “No 
Junior.  Stop.  Don’t,”  and  suddenly,  the  fighting  and  screaming  stopped. 

We  were  floored.  Junior  seemed  like  such  a  nice  guy  and  certainly 
cooperated  in  the  investigation.  We  immediately  took  a  look  at  the  state¬ 
ment  the  night  watch  detective  had  taken  from  Junior  during  that  early 
morning  interview.  The  night  watch  detective,  who  had  never  been  to  the 
crime  scene,  was  meticulous  in  his  reports.  In  order  to  clarify  his  discus¬ 
sion  with  Junior,  he  asked  Junior  to  describe  the  layout  of  the  victim’s 
apartment  as  well  as  locations  of  various  pieces  of  furniture  in  the  apart¬ 
ment  based  on  the  last  time  he  had  been  there.  When  we  read  the  page 
where  Junior  described  the  bedroom  the  last  time  he  was  in  the  apart¬ 
ment,  supposedly  1  month  earlier,  Junior  put  the  bed  on  the  wall  where  it 
had  been  moved  to  the  day  before  the  murder  by  the  downstairs  neighbor. 
We  had  just  cleared  the  guy  we  really  liked  as  our  suspect.  In  homicide 
investigation,  “little  things  mean  a  lot.” 

We  picked  up  Junior  and  brought  him  in  for  a  reinterview.  We  con¬ 
fronted  him  with  his  earlier  statement,  which  showed  that  he  had  lied  to 
us,  and  then  advised  him  of  the  downstairs  neighbors.  He  broke  down 
and  confessed. 

It  was  not  a  rape.  They  had  consensual  sex  in  the  bedroom,  and  when 
they  had  finished,  the  victim  asked  Junior  when  she  would  see  him  again. 
Junior  told  her  that  he  was  getting  married  and  that  he  would  not  be 
able  to  be  with  her  anymore.  Junior  stated  that  the  victim  got  very  angry 
with  him,  ran  into  the  kitchen  and  got  a  steak  knife,  and  began  chasing 
him  through  the  apartment.  Junior  stated  he  used  a  child’s  toy  baseball 
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bat  to  hit  the  knife  away  and  grabbed  it  from  the  victim.  He  then  stated 
that  he  “blacked  out.”  We  asked  him  what  happened  when  he  “blacked 
out,”  and  he  stated  he  stabbed  and  hit  her  in  the  head  with  the  baseball 
bat  until  she  was  not  moving  anymore.  He  then  left  the  apartment 
through  the  window,  which  he  closed  behind  him.  The  window  locked 
in  the  down  position.  He  then  carried  the  bloody  knife  and  the  toy  bat 
down  the  fire  escape.  He  disposed  of  these  items  in  a  sewer  one  block 
away  from  the  apartment. 


Atypical  Interpersonal  Violence  Homicides 

It  should  be  noted  that  in  some  instances  the  interpersonal  violence- 
oriented  dispute  and  assault  type  of  case  might  appear  to  be  a  lust 
murder,  depending  on  what  was  done  to  the  victim’s  body.  I  remember 
responding  to  a  call  from  my  night  watch  detectives  at  an  apartment  in 
the  South  Bronx  and  supervising  the  investigation  of  a  case  that  appeared 
to  have  been  committed  by  a  lust  murderer  or  a  psychotic  killer.  The 
partially  clad  body  of  a  22-year-old  black  female,  who  had  been  beaten 
and  sexually  mutilated,  was  discovered  in  her  apartment.  She  had  been 
savagely  beaten  on  the  head  with  a  baseball  bat,  and  her  throat  had  been 
slashed. 

Next  to  the  body  was  a  blood-stained  drinking  glass.  I  observed  a  lip 
print  in  blood  upon  the  rim  of  the  glass,  suggesting  that  the  glass  had 
been  used  to  drink  blood.  On  the  coffee  table  in  the  living  room  were  a 
number  of  kitchen  knives  that  had  been  used  to  slice  the  victim’s  body. 
All  the  utensils  were  lined  up  on  the  coffee  table  like  an  operating  room 
in  a  hospital  (Figure  7.3). 

The  victim  had  been  eviscerated,  and  a  large  soda  bottle  had  been 
thrust  into  her  abdominal  cavity.  Her  intestines  could  be  observed  inside 
of  the  clear  plastic  bottle.  There  were  a  number  of  postmortem  slices  to 
her  breasts  and  chest.  In  addition,  the  killer  had  carved  diagonal  wounds 
into  both  of  the  victim’s  legs. 

The  case  appeared  to  be  the  classic  disorganized  lust  murder  perpe¬ 
trated  by  someone  who  had  used  a  “blitz-style”  attack  to  render  his  victim 
unconscious  and  then  engaged  in  postmortem  mutilation.  The  investiga¬ 
tion  revealed  that  this  murder  was  actually  committed  in  a  fit  of  rage 
during  a  domestic  dispute  by  the  victim’s  live-in  boyfriend. 

He  had  a  fight  with  her,  during  which  time  she  slapped  him  across 
the  face.  He  went  berserk  and  hit  her  with  the  baseball  bat.  He  then 
proceeded  to  engage  in  these  bizarre  activities,  which  included  drinking 
her  blood.  During  his  confession,  he  told  us  that  he  drank  her  blood  so 


320 


Sex-Related  Homicide  and  Death  Investigation 


Figure  7.3  Lust  murder.  Anthropophagy  and  postmortem  mutilation  of  body. 
The  victim  had  been  hit  in  the  head  with  a  baseball  bat.  Her  throat  was  cut,  and 
there  were  multiple  cuttings  to  the  breasts  and  legs  of  the  victim.  A  soda  bottle 
was  placed  into  the  eviscerated  abdomen,  and  there  was  evidence  that  the  offender 
drank  the  victim's  blood. 

that  it  would  flow  in  his  veins.  Needless  to  say,  we  were  surprised  by  that 
turn  of  events  (Author’s  files). 


Stalker-Murder:  A  Mother's  Nightmare 

Joely  Ann,  a  beautiful  young  woman,  23  years  old,  became  the  victim  of 
a  stalker- murder  when  she  attempted  to  escape  the  unwelcome  advances 
of  a  would-be  suitor  named  Robert.  In  the  opinion  of  the  author,  Robert 
was  a  classic  psychopathic  personality  based  on  the  description  of  psycho¬ 
pathy  by  Hare  (1993).  Robert  believed  that  he  was  entitled  to  a  relation¬ 
ship  with  this  young  woman,  and  when  she  did  not  respond  to  his 
amorous  advances,  he  became  enraged  with  his  loss  of  control  and  set 
out  to  destroy  what  he  could  not  have. 

Joely  Ann,  a  recent  college  graduate,  was  sharing  an  apartment  with 
Robert  and  another  young  woman,  in  Metairie,  LA.  It  is  noted  that  at 
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some  point,  Joely  Ann  became  concerned  about  Robert’s  obsession  with 
her.  He  was  constantly  asking  her  where  she  was  going  and  what  she  was 
doing.  Apparently,  Robert  wanted  more  than  just  to  share  expenses.  On 
March  31,  Joely  Ann  hastily  packed  some  of  her  belongings  while  Robert 
was  temporarily  out  of  the  apartment.  She  called  another  male  acquain¬ 
tance  in  Thibodaux,  LA  and  asked  him  if  she  could  stay  there  for  a  while 
until  she  could  get  her  own  place.  He  came  and  drove  her  to  Thibodaux. 
She  left  a  note  behind  indicating  that  she  needed  to  leave.  Joely  Ann  was 
ultimately  attempting  to  avoid  a  confrontation  with  Robert. 

The  Stalking 

Robert  reported  her  missing  to  local  police  on  April  2,  when  he  realized 
Joely  Ann  was  not  coming  back  to  the  apartment.  Robert  cleverly  used 
the  police  in  an  attempt  to  locate  her.  Through  filing  the  Louisiana  Miss¬ 
ing  Persons  report,  he  was  able  to  ascertain  that  Joely  Ann’s  actual  resi¬ 
dence  was  in  Houston.  He  then  contacted  the  Houston  Police  as  well  in 
an  attempt  to  locate  her.  Robert  eventually  contacted  the  victim’s  mother, 
Dee  Ann,  whom  he  repeatedly  called,  asking  her  if  she  heard  from  Joely 
Ann  or  knew  her  whereabouts.  Robert  was  calling  Joely  Ann’s  mother  10 
to  15  times  a  day.  Initially,  Dee  Ann  appreciated  Robert’s  concern  for  Joely 
Ann.  However,  the  incessant  and  frantic  calls  from  Robert  on  a  daily  basis 
began  to  really  disturb  Dee  Ann  and  make  her  more  concerned  about  her 
daughter’s  safety. 

Joely  Ann  Contacts  Her  Mother 

Dee  Ann  had  not  been  in  contact  with  Joely  Ann  since  March  31.  It  was 
not  like  her  to  not  be  in  contact  with  her  mother.  When  Dee  Ann  finally 
heard  from  her  daughter  on  April  2,  she  was  greatly  relieved.  Dee  Ann, 
who  had  call  waiting,  was  in  conversation  with  Joely  Ann  when  she 
received  a  beep  indicating  that  a  caller  was  trying  to  get  through.  Robert 
was  on  the  line,  and  she  told  him  that  she  was  talking  to  Joely  Ann  and 
that  she  was  all  right.  She  also  told  Robert  that  Joely  Ann  was  staying 
with  a  friend  in  Thibodaux,  LA  and  provided  Robert  with  the  person’s 
name.  She  gave  this  information  to  him  before  she  had  an  opportunity 
to  hear  what  Joely  Ann  had  to  say  about  Robert  and  why  she  left  Metairie. 
When  she  found  out  that  Joely  Ann  had  left  Metairie  to  get  away  from 
Robert,  she  realized  her  mistake.  Joely  Ann  then  told  her  mom  about 
Robert  and  how  Robert  made  her  extremely  nervous.  Dee  Ann  asked  her, 
“How  in  the  world  did  you  get  involved  with  him?”  Joely  Ann  told  her 
mother,  “He  seemed  nice  when  I  first  met  him  and  there  was  another  girl 
living  at  the  apartment.  I  just  needed  a  place  to  stay  for  a  few  days  before 
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I  got  my  own  apartment.”  Joely  Ann  then  related  to  her  mother  how  “He’s 
acted  so  crazy.”  She  told  her  mother  that  she  felt  she  could  not  even 
breathe  without  him  asking  her  what  she  was  doing.  He  put  roses  on  her 
pillow  before  she  went  to  bed.  When  she  was  in  the  bathroom,  he  would 
knock  on  the  door  and  ask  her  if  she  needed  toilet  paper. 

While  they  were  talking,  Dee  Ann’s  phone  kept  beeping,  indicating 
that  someone  was  trying  to  get  through.  Joely  stated,  “Oh,  mom  it’s  him 
again  don’t  pick  up  the  phone.” 

Dee  Ann  then  told  Joely  Ann  that  Robert  had  reported  her  as  a  “Miss¬ 
ing  Person”  to  the  Jefferson  Parish  Sheriff’s  Office.  Joely  Ann  told  her 
mother  that  she  was  going  to  go  back  to  Metairie,  with  her  male  compan¬ 
ion,  to  pick  up  her  things  and  advise  local  police  that  she  was  not  missing. 

When  Joely  Ann  arrived  with  her  male  companion  to  gather  the  rest 
of  her  belongings,  Robert  did  not  say  anything  to  her  in  the  presence  of 
the  other  male.  What  Joely  Ann  did  not  realize  was  that  Robert  had 
secreted  her  driver’s  license  so  that  he  would  have  an  excuse  to  contact  her. 

Robert  then  began  calling  her  in  Thibodaux  from  April  2  to  April  5. 
He  would  say,  “How  could  you  leave  me?  I’ve  been  nothing  but  nice  to 
you.  I  can’t  believe  that  you  left  me.”  He  then  told  her  that  he  would  bring 
her  driver’s  license  if  she  gave  him  the  address.  She  told  him  not  to  worry 
about  it,  that  she  would  go  to  Motor  Vehicles  and  take  care  of  it. 

Robert  used  the  driver’s  license  and  the  Missing  Person’s  police  report 
and  was  able  to  trace  her  to  Thibodaux.  Robert  convinced  a  supervisor 
at  the  telephone  company  to  provide  the  address  in  Thibodaux  so  that 
he  could  return  her  “lost”  driver’s  license. 

Lying,  deceiving,  and  manipulating  are  natural  talents  for  psycho¬ 
paths  (Hare,  1993).  Robert  was  so  clever  that  he  used  the  police  to  get 
information  on  Joely  Ann  and  was  then  able  to  manipulate  the  telephone 
supervisor  into  providing  him  with  confidential  information  that  police 
officials  often  have  difficulty  obtaining. 

The  Confrontation 

On  April  5,  Robert  borrowed  a  car  from  a  friend  and  drove  to  Thibodaux. 
He  did  this  so  Joely  Ann  would  not  recognize  his  auto.  He  watched  the 
house  and  waited  until  the  male  resident  left  for  work.  When  he  was  sure 
that  Joely  Ann  was  alone,  he  approached  the  house  on  foot  and  knocked 
on  the  front  door.  Joely  Ann  answered  the  knock  and  was  confronted  by 
an  angry  Robert,  who  demanded  that  she  come  back  with  him  to  Metairie. 
There  was  a  physical  struggle.  With  this,  Joely  Ann  received  a  black  eye. 
Robert  then  tried  to  coerce  her  into  leaving  with  him.  At  some  point  in 
the  discussion,  Robert  tried  to  physically  remove  her  from  the  residence. 
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Figure  7.4  Interpersonal  violence.  This  victim  was  stalked  by  a  male  friend 
and  killed  when  she  spurned  his  advances.  She  was  stabbed  22  times  with  six 
different  knives.  (Courtesy  of  Retired  Detective  Sergeant  Kurt  Harrelson,  Thi- 
bodaux,  Louisiana  Police  Department.)  (See  color  insert  following  page  236.) 

There  was  another  struggle.  At  this  time,  Robert  grabbed  a  knife  from 
the  kitchen  and  began  stabbing  her  in  the  chest  (Figure  7.4). 

Joely  Ann  was  stabbed  22  times  with  six  different  kitchen  knives.  In 
fact,  some  of  the  blades  were  broken  off  from  their  handles.  Robert,  who 
cut  himself  during  the  attack,  attempted  to  “clean  up”  and  then  staged 
the  crime  scene. 

“Staging  a  scene  occurs  when  the  perpetrator  purposely  alters  the 
crime  scene  to  mislead  the  authorities  or  redirect  the  investigation” 
(Geberth,  1996,  p.  20). 

Robert  removed  a  couple  of  the  knives  from  the  victim’s  body,  placed 
them  on  the  floor,  and  left  a  knife  handle  on  the  rug.  He  then  placed  a 
large  plastic  baggie  of  marijuana,  which  he  found  secreted  in  the  house, 
on  the  living  room  floor,  to  make  the  event  appear  to  be  drug  related. 

The  Arrest 

Robert  was  fleeing  from  the  scene  when  he  came  upon  a  roadblock.  He 
saw  a  uniformed  officer  blocking  the  roadway  with  his  emergency  lights 
on.  Robert  thought  that  Joely  Ann’s  roommate  had  somehow  returned 
home,  discovered  the  body,  and  called  the  police.  He  thought  the  road¬ 
block  was  for  him. 
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Actually,  the  roadblock  was  already  in  place,  and  the  officer  was  block¬ 
ing  the  road  for  the  “Way  of  the  Cross”  procession.  Good  Friday  fell  on 
April  5  that  year. 

The  author  has  personally  spoken  with  Dee  Ann  many  times  since 
this  tragedy.  Dee  Ann  stated  that  she  believes  it  was  fate  that  intervened 
that  Good  Friday  and  gave  police  the  opportunity  to  apprehend  this  evil 
person. 

Robert  told  the  officer  that  he  was  a  witness  to  a  murder  and  had  been 
injured  by  the  killer.  Robert  told  the  police  that  he  had  gone  to  the  victim’s 
home  to  return  her  driver’s  license,  which  she  had  left  behind  when  she 
moved  from  Metairie.  Robert  stated  that  he,  Joely  Ann,  and  a  white  male 
named  Rick  were  smoking  marijuana  in  the  living  room.  Robert  stated 
that  he  went  to  the  bathroom,  and  when  he  returned,  he  saw  Rick  stabbing 
Joely  Ann.  He  said  he  tried  to  stop  Rick,  and  he  was  stabbed.  Robert  told 
the  police  that  Rick  then  fled  out  the  back  door,  and  Robert  closed  and 
locked  it.  At  this  point,  Robert  realized  that  the  detectives  would  probably 
find  his  fingerprints  on  the  knives.  Robert  stated  that  he  pulled  the  knives 
out  of  Joely  Ann  to  try  and  save  her.  He  thought  this  information  would 
explain  how  his  fingerprints  would  be  found  on  the  knives. 

Robert  was  taken  to  a  hospital  while  other  units  responded  to  the 
crime  scene. 

The  Crime  Scene 

Officers  who  responded  to  the  house  found  the  victim  lying  on  her  back 
in  the  kitchen  in  a  pool  of  blood.  Joely  Ann  was  wearing  a  white  bra  and 
black  shorts.  Her  tee-shirt,  which  was  inside  out,  was  lying  a  short  distance 
from  her  body.  Apparently,  as  she  tried  to  get  away  from  Robert,  he 
grabbed  her  by  the  shirt  and  ripped  it  from  her  body.  A  steak  knife  handle 
and  a  fingernail  were  found  in  the  living  room.  Three  other  steak  knife 
handles,  a  steak  knife,  and  a  butter-style  knife  were  located  in  the  kitchen 
area.  Two  knife  blades  were  imbedded  in  the  victim’s  body.  One  blade 
was  in  her  back,  and  the  other  was  jammed  into  her  left  leg.  The  victim 
had  defensive  wounds  on  her  right  arm  and  cuts  on  her  forehead,  and 
patches  of  hair  had  been  pulled  from  her  head. 

The  position  of  her  body  was  such  that  the  back  door  could  not  be 
opened.  This  proved  to  be  vital,  because  the  suspect  stated  that  the  killer 
had  run  out  the  back  door. 

Detectives  saw  bloody  footprints  as  well  as  blood  droppings  leading 
from  the  body  to  the  bathroom.  There  was  evidence  that  someone  had 
“cleaned  up”  using  a  towel  from  the  bathroom,  which  was  then  refolded 
and  found  on  the  kitchen  counter.  There  was  only  one  set  of  bloody  shoe 
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Figure  7.5  Body  position.  When  the  offender  gave  his  statement,  he  did  not 
realize  that  the  door  could  not  be  opened  with  the  victim's  body  blocking  the 
doorway.  (Courtesy  of  Retired  Detective  Sergeant  Kurt  Harrelson,  Thibodaux, 
Louisiana  Police  Department.) 

prints  on  the  floor,  which  led  to  the  bathroom,  not  the  back  door  as 
Robert  stated  (Figure  7.5). 

The  position  of  the  victim’s  body  prevented  the  back  door  from  being 
opened.  Therefore,  the  perpetrator  Rick  would  not  have  been  able  to  exit 
the  house  as  Robert  stated.  Blood  evidence  indicated  that  only  two  per¬ 
sons  were  present.  There  was  also  evidence  that  someone  had  attempted 
to  clean  up  in  the  bathroom. 

In  his  second  statement,  after  being  confronted  with  the  discrepancies 
in  his  story,  Robert  told  the  detectives  that  he  located  the  residence  by 
calling  the  telephone  company.  He  stated  that  he  borrowed  a  friend’s  car 
to  drive  to  Thibodaux  to  return  the  victim’s  driver’s  license.  He  stated 
that  when  he  arrived,  he  and  Joely  Ann  talked  for  a  while.  He  told  the 
detectives  that  Joely  Ann  suddenly  got  angry  and  demanded  that  he  leave 
the  residence.  When  he  did  not  comply,  she  pulled  a  steak  knife  on  him. 

He  stated  he  disarmed  her  and  then  picked  up  the  knife  to  defend 
himself.  Robert  stated  that  the  argument  started  in  the  living  room,  and 
then  Joely  Ann  ran  to  the  kitchen.  He  was  asked  how  many  times  he 
stabbed  her.  He  stated  six  or  seven  times.  When  asked  why  he  used 
different  knives,  he  stated,  “Because  they  kept  breaking.”  Not  only  did  he 
attempt  to  minimize  his  actions,  he  had  the  audacity  to  blame  the  victim 
for  the  attack.  Robert  stated  that  when  he  stopped  stabbing  her,  she  was 
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still  alive,  and  he  heard  her  saying  that  she  was  sorry.  He  believed  that 
she  was  apologizing  to  him.  Just  like  a  psychopath,  it  was  all  about  him. 

Possibly,  Joely,  who  realized  she  was  near  death,  was  attempting  to 
make  her  last  Act  of  Contrition  as  she  had  been  taught  to  do  when  she 
was  a  youngster. 

The  Autopsy 

•  The  victim  received  22  stab  wounds;  three  of  the  fatal  wounds  were 
to  the  heart. 

•  In  addition  to  the  stab  wounds,  she  suffered  bruises  to  her  face  as 
well  as  a  black  eye,  indicating  she  received  this  antemortem  wound 
prior  to  the  stabbing. 

•  This  finding  ruled  out  any  chance  of  the  suspect  obtaining  a  man¬ 
slaughter  plea. 

•  The  beating  had  been  followed  by  a  cooling  off  period,  and  then 
the  fatal  stabbing  occurred. 

The  Evidence 

•  Investigators  located  and  secured  78  items. 

•  Robert’s  fingerprints  were  located  on  one  of  the  knife  blades,  on 
the  cold-water  handle  of  the  bathroom  faucet,  on  the  interior 
doorknob  of  the  back  door,  and  on  the  living  room  telephone. 

•  Robert’s  bloody  palmprint  was  found  on  the  utensil  drawer  con¬ 
taining  the  knives. 

•  In  addition,  blood  evidence  was  found  on  his  clothing  and  his 
shoes,  which  matched  the  footprints  in  the  scene. 

•  During  the  assault,  he  cut  himself  on  the  hand. 

•  His  blood  was  also  found  on  the  victim. 

On  April  5,  Thibodaux  Police  arrested  Robert  for  Second  Degree 
Murder. 

Background  Information 

All  members  of  the  Thibodaux,  LA  Detective  Division  had  been  through 
the  Practical  Homicide  Investigation®  seminars  conducted  by  the  author. 
The  detectives  believed  that  Robert  was  trying  to  con  them  into  thinking 
that  he  was  just  a  good  guy.  In  the  words  of  one  of  the  detectives,  “He  was 
just  too  damn  polite,  Yes,  sir;  No,  sir;  etc.  He  just  didn’t  seem  like  the  ‘killer’ 
type.”  First,  Robert  told  the  detectives  that  he  had  recently  been  released 


Interpersonal  Sex-Related  Murders 


327 


from  the  Marine  Corps  to  take  care  of  his  sick  mother.  When  they  checked 
with  the  Marines,  they  found  he  had  been  dishonorably  dismissed  for 
going  A.W.O.L.  This  occurred  when  he  stalked  a  young  woman  from 
California  to  New  Orleans,  LA.  The  detectives  did  not  locate  any  criminal 
history  for  Robert  in  Louisiana;  however,  they  discovered  that  he  had  been 
arrested  in  Texas.  He  threatened  a  woman  with  death  over  the  phone  when 
she  attempted  to  end  a  relationship.  The  police  taped  that  call. 

Eventually,  detectives  located  four  previous  female  acquaintances.  All 
four  of  these  young  women  provided  accounts  of  stalking,  harassing,  and 
threatening  phone  calls,  as  well  as  physical  abuse.  In  fact,  one  woman 
was  knocked  unconscious  when  she  attempted  to  end  their  relationship. 
The  author  interviewed  each  of  these  young  women,  who  provided 
graphic  descriptions  of  the  abuse  they  endured  as  they  tried  to  end 
abusive  relationships. 

Court  Disposition 

Robert’s  trial  was  scheduled  for  December  9.  However,  without  explana¬ 
tion,  he  decided  to  plead  guilty  on  December  5.  He  pled  to  a  mandatory 
life  imprisonment  rather  than  face  the  jury.  There  was  a  rationale  for  this 
sudden  turn  of  events.  While  in  the  Parish  jail  awaiting  court  proceedings, 
Robert  had  the  audacity  to  contact  one  of  the  young  women  he  had 
tormented  during  their  relationship.  He  demanded  that  she  come  to  visit 
him  at  the  jail  and  provide  him  with  companionship.  In  fact,  he  was 
calling  this  young  woman’s  home  10  to  15  times  a  day. 

The  young  woman,  who  I  will  refer  to  as  Renee,  then  called  the 
detectives  in  Thibodaux  to  advise  them  that  she  was  receiving  these 
harassing  calls.  The  detectives  told  her  they  would  alert  the  authorities  at 
the  La  Fourche  Parish  Jail  and  advised  her  to  get  an  answering  machine 
to  screen  her  calls.  The  young  woman  then  had  the  phone  number  of  the 
La  Fourche  Parish  Jail  blocked  so  that  Robert  would  not  be  able  to  get 
through.  But,  Robert  was  not  to  be  deterred.  He  made  a  third-party  call 
to  the  young  woman’s  residence.  While  waiting  for  her  to  pick  up,  there 
was  a  conversation  between  his  cell  mate  and  the  cell  mate’s  brother  who 
provided  the  third-party  phone.  The  cell  mate’s  brother  asked  Robert, 
“Are  you  the  guy  who  killed  that  girl  (meaning  Joely  Ann).”  Robert  stated, 
while  the  answering  machine  was  recording,  “Yeah,  I  killed  her  and  she 
deserved  it  and  I  really  messed  her  up.  And  this  ‘Bitch’  (meaning  Renee) 
got  her  phone  blocked  so  I  can’t  call.” 

This  taped  conversation  was  damaging,  and  Robert  knew  it.  That  was 
why  he  pled  guilty. 

On  December  9,  he  was  sentenced  to  life  imprisonment  at  hard  labor 
in  Louisiana  State  Prison  in  Angola. 
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Court  Grants  Appeal  —  Approves  Retrial 

A  liberal  female  attorney  petitioned  the  courts  for  an  appeal  and  retrial, 
which  was  granted  in  March,  2000.  Joely  Ann’s  family  members,  especially 
Dee  Ann,  were  psychologically  devastated  to  think  that  this  nightmare 
was  about  to  begin  all  over  again. 

The  defense  attorney,  who  was  aware  that  the  State  had  some  com¬ 
pelling  witnesses  ready  to  testify,  including  the  young  woman  who  was 
harassed  by  Robert  and  provided  authorities  with  that  damaging  record¬ 
ing,  kept  delaying  and  requesting  continuances  into  2001. 

The  retrial  took  place  in  February,  2001.  During  the  trial,  the  defense 
attorney  contended  that  Robert  should  not  have  been  charged  with  Sec¬ 
ond  Degree  Murder  because  it  was  an  act  of  passion  and  rejection  brought 
on  by  Joely  Ann’s  provocation,  and  because  she  attacked  Robert,  who  was 
defending  himself. 

The  defense  attorney  also  tried  to  present  that  Joely  Ann  was  high  on 
drugs  and  crack  cocaine  and  had  been  the  aggressor. 

The  State  strategically  presented  the  toxicology  evidence  to  refute  this 
ridiculous  assertion.  Instead,  the  State  contended  that  the  slaying  was  an 
act  of  premeditated  murder,  and  that  Robert  had  “specific  intent”  to  kill 
her,  stabbing  Joely  Ann  22  times. 

Final  Disposition 

After  trial,  Robert  was  convicted  of  second  degree  murder  and  was  sen¬ 
tenced  to  life  in  prison  without  parole. 

Victim  Impact  Statement 

Dee  Ann  was  finally  given  an  opportunity  to  speak,  and  she  made  a 
dramatic  statement  in  the  courtroom.  She  stated  in  part: 

I  have  been  so  filled  with  grief  over  you  murdering  Joely 
Ann  that  I  almost  quit  living.  I  was  not  a  wife,  a  mother 
to  my  sons,  a  daughter,  a  sister  or  a  grandmother  to 
our  precious  grandson.  Joely  Ann  never  got  to  see  him, 
except  from  up  in  heaven.  You  took  all  that  away  from 
us.  After  five  years  I  have  finally  gotten  justice  for  Joely 
Ann.  (Author’s  files) 

Summation 

Robert  presented  as  narcissistic  and  arrogant.  He  viewed  the  young 
women  he  became  involved  with  as  nothing  more  than  objects  to  be  used 
for  his  own  gratification.  Initially,  Robert  appeared  to  be  a  respectful  and 
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caring  individual,  as  he  manipulated  women  into  a  relationship.  However, 
as  soon  as  he  became  involved  in  a  relationship,  his  true  personality 
“leaked  out.”  Each  of  the  young  women  I  interviewed  provided  similar 
accounts  of  stalking,  harassing,  and  threatening  phone  calls,  as  well  as 
physical  abuse.  When  Joely  Ann  attempted  to  distance  herself  from  his 
control,  he  could  not  accept  the  rejection.  He  told  her,  “How  could  you 
leave  me?  I’ve  been  nothing  but  nice  to  you.  I  can’t  believe  that  you  left  me.” 

In  Joely  Ann’s  case,  Robert  hunted  her  down  like  prey  and  killed  her 
in  a  brutal  knife  attack.  His  lack  of  remorse  was  obvious.  He  even 
attempted  to  convince  the  police  and  the  jury  that  the  murder  was  an  act 
of  “self-defense.” 

Interview  of  One  of  the  Young  Women  Who  Survived  by  Ending 
Her  Relationship  with  Robert  Bone 

The  young  woman  whom  Bone  attempted  to  persuade  to  visit  him  at  the 
Parish  jail  provided  the  author  with  her  personal  experience.  I  will  refer 
to  her  as  Renee,  a  pseudonym  to  protect  her  anonymity.  Renee’s  experi¬ 
ence  furnishes  an  excellent  example  of  the  type  of  personality  that  stalks. 
I  include  her  description  of  the  events  in  her  own  words: 

One  Saturday  evening,  I  joined  my  closest  friends  for 
a  night  visiting  local  hangouts.  Upon  our  first  destina¬ 
tion  point,  I  ran  into  Robert  Bone.  Although  his  first 
name  was  Robert,  his  friends  called  him  “Bone.”  I  had 
met  Bone  briefly  in  the  past  through  mutual  friends, 
so  when  I  ran  into  him  that  night,  we  had  no  trouble 
conversing.  I  was  single  at  the  time  and  was  enjoying 
life  as  any  young  woman  in  her  early  twenties  would. 

Bone  was  very  interested  in  what  I  had  to  say,  and 
quite  honestly,  I  had  a  good  time  talking  to  him  that 
night.  We  even  shared  a  few  laughs.  When  my  “crew” 
decided  to  move  on  to  the  next  destination,  I  parted 
ways  with  Bone,  but  not  before  fulfilling  his  wishes  to 
get  my  telephone  number  and  permission  to  call. 

The  following  evening  I  received  a  call  from  Bone.  After 
talking  for  an  hour  or  so,  he  asked  me  out  to  a  movie. 

He  was  very  chivalrous,  for  not  only  did  he  pick  me  up 
(I  lived  about  45  minutes  away)  but  he  also  opened 
the  car  door  for  me.  I  thought,  wow,  do  men  really 
behave  like  this  anymore ?  Needless  to  say,  I  was  very 
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impressed.  The  movie  we  saw  was  Dead  Man  Walking. 
I  was  indifferent  about  the  choice  of  film,  but  he  seemed 
to  be  interested  in  this  particular  film.  I  had  no  idea 
why,  but  hadn’t  focused  on  it. 

After  the  movie,  we  drove  to  the  Lakefront  and  talked 
for  about  2  hours.  I  could  not  believe  that  this  guy  was 
so  interested,  nice,  and  that  he  listened  so  well.  At  this 
point  I  considered  leaving  the  single  life  and  decided 
to  see  him  more.  I  figured  I  would  take  it  slow,  that 
way  we  both  would  not  be  seriously  committed  if  some¬ 
thing  went  awry. 

Robert  Bone  was  a  relatively  attractive  young  man.  He 
was  tall,  approximately  5’9”,  and  had  blonde  hair.  His 
style  was  not  flashy,  in  fact  quite  mild.  He  was  in  the 
U.S.  Marines  and  stood  very  proud  at  times.  Although 
he  wouldn’t  turn  a  head  on  the  street,  his  personality 
and  kindness  assisted  his  overall  appearance.  The  flat¬ 
tery  didn’t  hurt  either.  He  was  well  spoken,  drug  free 
and  an  occasional  drinker.  He  attended  Catholic 
School  and  college  briefly.  He  lived  in  a  nice  home  with 
his  mother,  and  he  drove  a  new  truck.  I  assumed  from 
this  that  he  appreciated  having  nice  things. 

As  I  mentioned,  he  told  me  he  was  a  U.S.  Marine, 
which  I  thought  was  his  source  of  money.  I  had  no 
prior  knowledge  of  any  stable  work  history.  This  is  not 
exactly  something  you  dig  into  when  you  casually  begin 
a  relationship.  About  2  weeks  into  it,  he  told  me,  as  we 
were  hanging  around  his  house,  that  he  wasn’t  exactly 
an  active  Marine.  He  then  went  into  this  long  drawn 
out  story  of  how  he  thought  he  was  to  return  to  Cali¬ 
fornia  for  training  on  one  day  when  actually,  he  was 
supposed  to  return  much  earlier  then  he  thought.  He 
then  told  of  how  military  authorities  came  to  his  house 
and  arrested  him,  but  that  everything  was  quickly 
straightened  out  once  the  misunderstanding  was  ex¬ 
plained.  It  seemed  plausible,  in  detail,  and  to  me  it 
made  sense.  I  knew  nothing  otherwise.  I  had  intro¬ 
duced  him  to  my  sister  and  our  friends,  and  they 
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thought  the  same  thing  that  I  did.  In  fact,  one  friend 
commented  that  he  was  “too  good  to  be  true.” 

The  following  week,  our  third  week  together,  was  the 
week  of  Valentine’s  Day.  I  had  no  idea  what  he  would 
get  for  me,  perhaps  I  was  hoping  for  some  nice  flowers. 
Instead,  I  was  told  to  dress  nicely  for  a  surprise  evening 
out.  He  picked  me  up  and  drove  me  to  a  local  airport 
that  offers  charter  flights.  A  pilot  flew  us  to  the  Gulf 
Coast  where  a  stretch  limousine  was  waiting  for  us. 
The  limo  brought  us  to  a  fine  dining  establishment  and 
waited  to  drive  us  along  the  coast  back  to  New  Orleans. 
I  was  very  surprised,  but  not  very  happy. 

This  was  too  much  for  me  to  handle  at  the  time.  I 
appreciated  the  effort  immensely,  but  I  had  only  been 
seeing  him  for  3  weeks,  and  certainly  was  not  ready  for 
this  level.  On  the  drive  back,  he  became  very  affectionate 
and  extremely  touchy.  Point  blank,  he  wanted  to  have 
sex.  I  did  not  and  pushed  him  away  on  every  approach. 

He  became  very  angry  with  me,  and  turned  his  back 
and  ignored  me  like  a  child  the  entire  drive  home. 
When  we  reached  the  city  he  directed  the  driver  to  drive 
to  a  local  bar  where  his  mother  was  so  that  he  could 
show  her  what  he  had  done  for  me.  After  leaving  the 
bar,  he  asked  me  if  we  could  drive  around  for  a  little 
while  longer. 

I  directed  the  driver  to  my  friend’s  home,  where  my 
sister  and  10  other  girls  and  guys  were  visiting.  Once 
we  arrived,  everyone  wanted  to  ride  in  the  limousine. 
All  11  of  them  piled  in  the  limo,  pushing  Bone  aside. 
The  limo  drove  us  to  a  local  hangout  where  we  stayed 
for  a  few  drinks.  Needless  to  say,  at  this  point  he  was 
very  unhappy.  He  moped  in  the  corner  of  the  bar,  and 
then  instructed  everyone  to  get  in  the  limo  for  it  was 
time  to  leave.  We  dropped  everyone  off  home  and  re¬ 
turned  to  the  airport  to  get  his  car. 

When  we  arrived  at  the  airport,  it  was  like  the  nice 
guy  I  knew  was  gone.  He  did  not  open  the  car  door. 
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He  would  not  speak  to  me.  He  would  not  even  look  at 
me.  When  we  pulled  off,  I  changed  the  radio  station  a 
few  times  and  he  lashed  out  at  me  because  it  was 
“annoying”  him.  I  decided  this  was  more  than  I  was 
ready  for  and  that  I  would  not  bring  any  more  com¬ 
motion  into  this  evening,  rather,  I  would  break  the 
news  to  him  the  following  day. 

The  following  day  we  were  scheduled  to  meet  my 
friends  on  a  parade  route  where  we  would  hang  out 
all  day.  I  had  not  said  anything  about  ending  our 
relationship.  The  timing  just  didn’t  feel  right.  I  hung 
out  with  my  friends  all  day  at  the  parade  route.  Bone 
disappeared,  although  no  one  missed  him.  He  returned 
at  the  end  of  the  parade  extremely  intoxicated  and 
acting  obnoxious.  We  had  an  ice  chest  that  had  nothing 
left  in  it  at  the  end  of  the  day  but  a  few  blocks  of  ice. 
Bone  pulled  a  large  outdoor  knife  out  of  his  back  pocket 
and  began  chopping  the  ice.  We  had  no  idea  why,  and 
equally  we  were  all  embarrassed. 

The  next  day  my  friends  and  I  had  decided  to  attend 
another  parade  in  the  city.  I  had  to  work  earlier  that 
morning,  so  we  were  going  to  meet  some  time  after 
3:00  p.m.  when  I  was  done.  I  didn’t  tell  Bone  about  our 
plans,  in  fact  I  just  avoided  his  calls.  I  asked  my  boss 
not  to  accept  any  phone  calls  for  me  after  explaining 
the  situation.  Bone  called  repeatedly.  Thirty-three 
times  to  be  exact,  we  counted. 

My  name  is  pronounced  the  same  way  by  everyone  I 
know  except  for  my  father,  who  addresses  me  by  a 
nickname.  Bone  called  my  place  of  work  for  the  34th 
time,  only  this  time  he  asked  for  me  by  nickname.  I 
answered  the  call.  I  shouldn’t  have,  he  was  really 
frightening  me.  I  lied  to  him  about  what  my  plans 
were  for  the  evening;  he  was  insistent  on  seeing  me.  I 
told  him  that  I  was  going  to  spend  the  evening  with 
my  brother  and  sister  at  my  brother’s  home.  Actually, 
I  was  going  to  a  parade  and  then  out  later  with  my 
sister  and  some  friends. 
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We  walked  into  a  local  hangout  and  much  to  my  sur¬ 
prise,  I  saw  Bone  sitting  at  the  bar  with  another  girl 
and  another  couple.  I,  in  truth,  felt  a  sigh  of  relief,  as 
though  he  might  have  moved  on  and  I  didn’t  even  have 
to  go  through  a  break  up.  I  was  wrong.  He  immediately 
jumped  up,  cornered  each  of  my  friends,  male  and 
female,  and  questioned  them  on  where  I  was  all  day. 
I  thought  I  had  covered  my  bases,  but  I  was  clearly 
busted.  He  then  grabbed  my  arm,  pulled  me  into  the 
doorway,  and  pointed  at  my  face  as  he  sternly  said,  “If 
you  ever  cheat  on  me,  I  will  kill  you.”  I  asked,  of  course 
if  it  was  a  threat  or  a  promise,  and  he  replied  “a  prom¬ 
ise,  believe  me  that  it’s  a  promise.” 

This  certainly  seemed  like  a  bad  time  to  break  up  with 
him  but  I  tried  anyway.  I  apologized  for  lying  and  while 
crying  tried  to  tell  him  every  reason  why  I  couldn’t  see 
him  any  more  and  why  I  lied.  I  told  him  I  was  an 
alcoholic.  He  said  he’d  get  me  help.  I  told  him  I  had 
mental  problems.  He  also  had  an  answer.  I  told  him  I 
needed  to  think.  He  just  laughed  at  me.  I  tried  every 
excuse  short  of  telling  him  I  was  a  lesbian  to  get  this 
guy  to  leave  me  alone.  Nothing  worked.  Nothing.  He 
finally  left,  and  my  sister  and  I  went  to  another  late 
night  hangout.  I  ran  into  an  old  friend  whom  I  had 
not  seen  in  years.  She  asked  me  if  I  was  still  seeing  Bone, 
because  that’s  what  she  had  heard.  I  updated  her  on 
my  situation.  She  then  told  a  few  details  about  Bone’s 
past  that  seemed  radical  to  me,  but  slightly  believable. 

She  said  that  he  had  tormented  his  ex-girlfriend,  whom 
I  also  knew,  in  a  very  serious  way.  He  followed  her, 
stalked  her,  even  broke  into  her  house,  stole  her  per¬ 
sonal  belongings,  kidnapped  her  and  drove  her  to  a 
location  where  he  dumped  her  belongings  into  the  lake. 
Wow.  I  was  speechless,  but  looked  to  the  next  day  to 
assist  me  with  this  crazy  situation. 

I  worked  again  the  next  day.  I  was  a  waitress  at  a  local 
restaurant  while  I  attended  college.  I  had  decided  that 
I  was  going  to  end  everything  with  Bone  that  night, 
after  I  finished  my  shift,  at  his  house  so  that  we  were 
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not  in  public.  As  fate  would  have  it,  Bone’s  ex-girl¬ 
friend,  the  girl  I  was  informed  about  the  previous 
night,  dined  in  the  restaurant  where  I  worked  that 
same  night.  I  wanted  so  bad  to  approach  her  and  ask 
if  what  I  had  heard  was  true,  but  then  I  thought  I 
would  be  way  out  of  line.  I  did  it  anyway,  but  I  waited 
until  she  finished  eating.  I  walked  up  to  her  table  and 
introduced  myself;  she  remembered  who  I  was.  I  told 
her  that  I  was  dating  Bone  and  that  I  had  heard  that 
she  had  dated  him  too. 

This  poor  girl  looked  at  me  like  she  was  going  to  drop 
dead  from  fear  as  soon  as  I  said  his  name.  No  kidding, 
I  have  never  seen  a  look  of  fright  in  someone  in  my 
life.  I  quickly  told  her  why  I  was  inquiring  as  to  calm 
her  suspicions,  whatever  they  were,  and  that  I  was 
going  to  end  my  relationship  with  him  that  night. 

My  reasoning  was  that  if  what  I  had  heard  was  true, 
then  perhaps  there  were  a  few  things  I  needed  to  con¬ 
sider  before  going  to  his  home  to  break  up  with  him. 
She  told  me  everything  about  her  relationship  and  the 
horror  she  experienced  with  him.  It  was  very  bad,  even 
involving  police  intervention.  Trust  me,  he  was  a  sick 
person.  What  stuck  with  me  was  that  she  said  that  he 
just  stopped  bothering,  following,  stalking  and  calling 
her  around  the  end  of  January.  Keep  in  mind,  I  met 
up  with  him  at  the  end  of  January.  Did  he  move  on  to 
me?  Was  I  his  next  victim?  These  questions  scared  me 
but  they  also  angered  me.  How  dare  he  do  this  to  me? 
I  did  not  go  over  to  his  house  that  night. 

I  avoided  his  telephone  calls  at  all  costs  for  the  next 
few  days  until  I  thought  things  through.  I  was  consis¬ 
tently  harassed  at  work  and  found  notes  on  my  car 
saying  things  like,  “Call  me,  Bone.”  I  knew  I  would 
have  to  get  closure  to  this  at  some  point  but  was  hoping 
that  maybe  he  would  just  go  away.  I  was  scheduled  to 
begin  a  job  at  another  restaurant  later  that  week. 

Upon  my  first  day,  I  was  driving  to  work  when  I  saw 
Bone  driving  one  car  behind  me.  Remember  that  I  lived 
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45  minutes  away  from  him,  so  it  made  no  sense  as  to 
why  he  would  be  in  the  area  I  spotted  him  in,  except 
that  he  was  following  me.  I  really  didn’t  want  him  to 
know  that  I  had  a  new  job.  So,  I  weaved  in  and  out  of 
streets  and  circled  corners  but  to  no  avail.  He  found 
me.  He  called  me  later  that  morning  around  1:00  a.m. 
demanding  an  explanation  for  my  behavior  (driving) 
earlier  that  day.  I  couldn’t  say  a  word. 

I  went  out  to  his  apartment  the  next  day  to  finally  put 
an  end  to  this  madness.  When  I  knocked,  he  shouted, 
“Come  in.”  Not  sure  as  to  why  he  didn’t  get  up  to  answer 
the  door,  I  entered.  What  I  experienced  next  is  the  worst 
thing  I  think  I  have  ever  been  through  in  my  life,  aside 
from  seeing  him  at  trial.  Bone  was  sitting  on  his  sofa 
polishing  a  gun.  He  said  it  was  his  new  Ruger.  There 
was  a  large  silver  briefcase  open  on  his  coffee  table  with 
bullets  laid  out  and  lined  up.  He  looked  like  a  kid  play¬ 
ing  with  a  toy  and  seemed  very  mesmerized  by  the  gun. 

He  picked  up  a  regular  bullet  and  told  me,  “You  see  this 
bullet,  it’s  a  regular  bullet.  It  will  shoot  right  through 
you,  and  come  straight  out.”  He  then  picked  up  the  other 
kind  of  bullet  and  said  “You  see  this  bullet,  It’s  called  a 
cop  killer.  You  see  the  open  tip,  it  will  shoot  right 
through  you,  and  blow  you  apart.”  He  then  turned  the 
gun  to  my  forehead  and  said,  “Do  you  think  that  you 
could  ever  kill  anyone?”  I  turned  the  gun  slowly  back 
toward  his  head  and  said,  “Yes.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  this 
feels  pretty  good.”  I  don’t  know  how  I  managed  to  do 
this  without  shaking,  crying  or  just  plain  old  fainting. 

He  quickly  picked  up  the  gun,  bullets  and  all,  and  put 
it  away.  I  ran  out  of  the  apartment  after  that  and  sped 
off.  What  the  hell  was  going  on? 

Amazingly,  I  would  only  hear  from  Bone  after  this 
through  an  occasional  telephone  call,  usually  late  at 
night,  and  my  entire  family  knew  that  if  he  called  not 
to  answer  the  phone.  About  2  weeks  after  the  episode 
with  the  gun  I  saw  Bone  at  a  nightclub  where  he  was 
working.  I  was  with  a  group  of  friends,  and  he  was 
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across  the  room  playing  pool  with  a  girl  who  had  long 
brown  hair. 

He  moved  over  our  way  and  stopped  to  talk  to  me.  The 
conversation  was  not  nice.  He  pointed  to  the  girl  and 
said,  “That’s  my  new  girlfriend.  I  do  not  need  you 
anymore.”  I  went  to  the  bathroom  and  decided  that 
when  I  had  the  opportunity  I  was  going  to  pull  her 
aside  and  tell  her  what  I  knew  about  him.  When  I 
came  out  of  the  bathroom  they  were  both  gone.  I  never 
saw  her  again.  Later,  I  found  out  that  her  name  was 
Joely  Ann  and  she  was  his  murder  victim  ('Author’s 
files;  Personal  interview,  2002). 


Domestic  Violence  Homicides 


Domestic  violence  homicides  are  among  the  most  prevalent  interpersonal 
violence  murders  committed  in  the  United  States.  The  author,  who  served 
on  New  York  Governor  Pataki’s  Commission  on  Domestic  Violence  Fatal¬ 
ities  from  1996  to  1997,  was  afforded  an  opportunity  to  participate  in  an 
in-depth  analysis  of  the  problem  of  domestic  violence  fatalities  within 
New  York  State.  However,  the  dynamics  of  domestic  violence  murders 
are  universal. 

Domestic  Violence  Defined 

Domestic  violence  is  defined  as  a  pattern  of  behaviors  involving  physical, 
sexual,  economic,  and  emotional  abuse,  alone  or  in  combination,  by  an 
intimate  partner,  often  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  and  maintaining 
power  and  control  over  the  other  partner.  The  origins  of  domestic  vio¬ 
lence  are  in  social,  legal,  and  cultural  norms,  some  historical  and  some 
current,  including  acceptance  of  violent  behavior  by  men  as  the  heads  of 
households.  While  domestic  violence  occurs  in  all  types  of  intimate  rela¬ 
tionships,  it  is  overwhelmingly  a  problem  of  violence  perpetrated  by  men 
against  women  (Commission,  1997). 


Domestic  Violence  Homicides  Defined 


Domestic  violence  homicides  are  those  murders  that  occur  in  relation¬ 
ships  between  men  and  women,  husbands  and  wives,  boyfriends  and 
girlfriends,  boyfriends  and  boyfriends,  and  girlfriends  and  girlfriends.  In 
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Figure  7.6  Rape  and  sodomy  —  interpersonal  violence.  The  nude  body  of  the 
22-year-old  victim  was  discovered  on  the  bed  in  her  ground-floor  apartment.  She 
had  been  raped  and  anally  sodomized.  (Courtesy  of  Detective  Sergeant  K.W. 
Bonsai,  Pasadena,  Texas  Police  Department.) 


fact,  any  murder  between  intimate  partners  could  be  considered  a  domes¬ 
tic  violence  homicide.  They  may  also  involve  third-party  relationships, 
such  as  love  triangles,  former  husbands  and  wives,  and  jilted  lovers. 

In  Geberth  (1996),  these  murders  are  classified  as  sex-related  homi¬ 
cides  in  the  category  of  “interpersonal  violence-oriented  disputes  and 
assaults”  or  “lust  murders,”  depending  on  what  was  done  to  the  victim. 
The  motive  in  this  category  of  slayings  is  most  often  based  upon  elements 
of  rage,  hate,  anger,  jealousy,  or  revenge.  The  psychological  dynamics 
involved  in  such  violent  interpersonal  disputes  and  assaults  often  present 
scenarios  that  involve  violent  actions  and  the  classic  statement,  “If  I  can’t 
have  you  then  nobody  will  have  you.”  This  is  most  common  in  sexual 
domestic  dispute  cases  (Figure  7.6  to  Figure  7.9). 


Dynamics 

In  most  instances,  the  event  is  initiated  when  the  woman  attempts  to  end 
the  relationship  or  petitions  the  court  for  an  “Order  of  Protection”  or 
“Restraining  Order.”  The  court  order  directs  the  other  partner  to  stay 
away  from  the  petitioner  and  refrain  from  any  further  harassment.  The 
man  becomes  enraged  with  his  loss  of  control  and  the  attempt  by  the 
woman  to  “break  the  relationship,”  and  he  engages  in  various  acts  of 
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Figure  7.7  Rape  and  sodomy  —  interpersonal  violence.  The  victim,  who  had 
been  raped  and  anally  sodomized,  showed  bruising  to  the  vaginal  area  as  well  as 
rectal  tears.  The  vaginal  and  rectal  smears  were  positive  for  spermatozoa.  (Cour¬ 
tesy  of  Detective  Sergeant  K.W.  Bonsai,  Pasadena,  Texas  Police  Department.) 


Figure  7.8  Rape  and  sodomy  —  interpersonal  violence.  There  was  a  pair  of  female 
panty  hose  wrapped  tightly  around  the  victim's  neck.  Her  neck  had  been  cut  open 
with  a  large  butcher  knife,  which  was  then  placed  across  her  throat.  The  victim 
apparently  led  a  double  life  and  was  reportedly  sexually  promiscuous  with  a  number 
of  male  and  female  partners.  She  was  a  schoolteacher,  who  also  sang  in  the  church 
choir,  but,  at  the  same  time,  frequented  local  bars  and  was  into  the  drug  scene. 
(Courtesy  of  Detective  Sergeant  K.W.  Bonsai,  Pasadena,  Texas  Police  Department.) 
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Figure  7.9  Rape  and  sodomy  —  interpersonal  violence.  Autopsy  showed  that 
she  also  received  10  stab  wounds  into  the  throat.  The  panty  hose  were  imbedded 
in  the  wound  structure,  suggesting  that  they  had  been  in  place  prior  to  the 
stabbing,  and  that  the  offender  used  the  stockings  as  a  ligature  to  control  the 
victim.  (Courtesy  of  Detective  Sergeant  K.W.  Bonsai,  Pasadena,  Texas  Police 
Department.) 


Opinion ;  Based  upon  the  victimology  that  was  reviewed,  the  opinion  of  the 
author,  who  consulted  with  Detective  Sergeant  Bonsai,  is  that  the  event  was 
predicated  upon  on  an  interpersonal  violence  scenario. 

There  was  no  forced  entry,  suggesting  that  she  allowed  the  offender  into  her 
apartment.  The  offender  knew  the  victim.  He  most  probably  had  a  personal 
relationship  with  the  victim  and  was  upset  with  her  lifestyle.  The  rape  and 
sodomy  were  done  to  "punish"  the  victim.  Her  body  was  then  purposefully 
displayed  to  degrade  her  in  the  eyes  of  whoever  found  her.  The  attack  to  the 
throat  was  indicative  of  the  offender's  knowledge  that  she  had  a  good  voice  and 
sang  for  the  choir.  The  offender  "destroyed"  that  throat  by  stabbing  and  cutting. 
He  then  purposefully  placed  the  knife  upon  the  throat  of  the  woman  to  indicate 
his  disdain  for  her. 
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harassment  that  include  stalking,  threats,  assault,  or  other  subtle  forms 
of  psychological  warfare. 

This  may  culminate  in  a  violent  homicidal  episode  in  which  sexual 
aggression  is  evident  in  the  crime  scene.  Every  year,  thousands  of  women 
are  killed  in  the  United  States  in  these  interpersonal  scenarios.  Current 
and  former  husbands,  lovers,  and  friends  commit  most  of  these  murders. 
And,  it  is  important  to  note  that  domestic  violence  homicides  involve 
homosexual  as  well  as  heterosexual  relationships. 

The  author  classifies  domestic  violence  murders  as  interpersonal  vio¬ 
lence-oriented  homicide.  They  are  the  most  prevalent  form  of  sex-related 
murder.  The  rationale  for  classifying  domestic  violence  as  sex  related  is 
that  murder  serves  as  the  ultimate  form  of  sexual  revenge.  And,  in  many 
instances,  the  homicides  will  include  sexual  assault  or  wound  structures 
manifesting  a  sexual  orientation. 

Police  had  taken  a  domestic  violence  report  from  a  young  woman, 
who  stated  that  her  ex-boyfriend  tried  to  choke  her  into  submission  as 
he  attempted  to  tape  her  hands.  She  was  able  to  escape,  and  the  suspect 
fled  and  was  not  apprehended. 

The  subject,  who  knew  police  were  looking  for  him,  subsequently 
committed  suicide.  His  body  was  found  in  his  home  by  the  police  who 
were  investigating  the  report. 

The  detectives  discovered  a  locked  storage  room  in  the  basement  that 
was  completely  padded  and  carpeted.  The  walls  were  5  to  6  inches  thick. 
The  sophistication  of  the  construction,  which  involved  soundproofing 
and  the  installation  of  various  recording  equipment,  camera  and  VCR, 
indicated  that  he  constructed  this  “Play  Room”  in  the  basement  of  his 
home  to  fulfill  his  bondage  fantasy.  The  room  contained  binding  mate¬ 
rials,  restraints,  duct  tape,  and  Vaseline. 

During  the  search,  the  detectives  located  several  porno  tapes,  includ¬ 
ing  one  of  the  subject  engaged  in  B&D  with  an  unidentified  female  in 
this  “Play  Room.”  This  offender  was  planning  on  kidnapping  his  former 
girlfriend  and  her  2-year-old  son  and  keeping  them  in  the  room  (Figure 
7.10  to  Figure  7.13). 

Prevention  of  Domestic  Violence 


Realistically  speaking,  domestic  violence  homicide  is  the  one  category  of 
murder  that  is  actually  preventable.  Early  intervention  by  law  enforce¬ 
ment,  social  services,  and  the  criminal  justice  system  can  effectively  deter 
future  violence. 

However,  in  order  to  attain  success,  there  must  be  a  goal  of  zero 
tolerance  in  the  community.  This  requires  that  all  elements  of  the  com- 
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Figure  7.10  Exterior  door  to  "Play  Room.”  The  view  is  from  outside  the  room. 
(Courtesy  of  Detective  LaVern  Brann,  Battle  Creek,  Michigan  Police  Department.) 


Figure  7.11  Looking  into  room.  This  shows  the  view  inside.  Note  the  baby  toy. 
(Courtesy  of  Detective  LaVern  Brann,  Battle  Creek,  Michigan  Police  Department.) 
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Figure  7.12  Equipment.  Note  the  VCR,  TV  monitor,  and  binding  ropes.  (Cour¬ 
tesy  of  Detective  LaVern  Brann,  Battle  Creek,  Michigan  Police  Department.) 


Figure  7.13  Interior  view.  This  shows  the  view  from  inside  looking  out.  (Cour¬ 
tesy  of  Detective  LaVern  Brann,  Battle  Creek,  Michigan  Police  Department.) 
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munity  respond  with  a  consistent,  clear  message  that  domestic  violence 
is  not  tolerable. 

Law  enforcement  agencies  alone  cannot  eliminate  domestic  violence. 
Domestic  assault  must  be  confronted  on  many  fronts.  Schools  must  edu¬ 
cate  children  on  the  existence  and  danger  of  domestic  violence;  members 
of  the  clergy  must  send  an  unequivocal  message  from  the  pulpit  that 
domestic  violence  is  unacceptable;  and  neighbors,  friends,  and  coworkers 
of  domestic  violence  victims  must  be  alert  to  the  potential  danger. 

However,  law  enforcement  is  usually  the  first  to  respond  to  domestic 
violence  incidents.  Therefore,  police  are  in  the  best  position  to  initiate 
intervention.  The  police  are  able  to  arrest  the  offender  and  make  a  deter¬ 
mination  of  who  was  the  “primary  aggressor.”  They  determine  what  charges 
are  possible  and  ensure  the  safety  of  the  victim  and  any  children  present. 

In  addition,  there  is  a  link  between  domestic  violence  and  child  abuse, 
which  is  well  documented  in  clinical  literature.  The  police  may  decide  to 
remove  the  batterer  from  the  home  and  may  request  social  services  to 
offer  the  woman  and  child  shelter  services.  In  most  instances,  police 
intervention  is  unannounced  and  spontaneous.  Therefore,  the  police  may 
observe  other  conditions  that  put  the  children  or  mother  at  risk,  such  as 
the  precipitating  factors  of  alcohol  and  drug  abuse. 

Case  History 

Police  responded  to  calls  from  neighbors  indicating  domestic 
abuse.  They  discovered  that  a  man  had  been  holding  his  wife 
and  children  prisoner  in  their  apartment.  He  had  beaten  her, 
broken  her  eye  socket,  and  threatened  her  with  a  gun.  The 
husband  was  arrested  for  assault,  unlawful  imprisonment, 
possession  of  a  gun,  and  menacing.  The  case  went  to  trial. 

However,  the  woman  refused  to  testify  against  her  husband. 

The  District  Attorney’s  Office  took  the  case  to  trial  without 
the  cooperation  of  the  witness.  The  husband  pled  guilty  and 
was  supposed  to  serve  1  year.  However,  the  judge  released 
him  in  a  plea  agreement,  which  was  supposed  to  include 
supervision  and  an  order  of  protection.  The  District  Attor¬ 
ney’s  Office  objected  to  his  release.  Although  the  wife  feared 
her  husband,  she  told  her  friends  that  “Her  sons  need  a  dad.” 

She  allowed  him  to  return  to  their  apartment.  Within  1 
month,  the  man  butchered  his  wife  and  one  of  his  sons,  as 
the  other  son  called  9-1-1.  The  boy  could  be  heard  yelling 
in  the  background,  “Daddy!  Daddy!  Don’t,  Daddy!”  The  man 
used  a  hatchet  and  knife  to  decapitate  his  wife’s  head  and  his 
son’s  head.  He  attacked  the  other  son,  who  escaped  and 
managed  to  survive  his  injuries.  He  then  slit  his  wrists  but 
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did  not  die.  Had  the  man  been  incarcerated  and  the  woman 
and  children  afforded  shelter,  this  homicide  could  have  been 
prevented  (New  York  Daily  News,  1997,  p.  7). 

The  uncooperative  victim,  who  refuses  assistance,  creates  a 
dilemma  for  the  police,  social  services,  and  the  criminal 
justice  system. 

Case  History  —  Classic  Domestic  Violence  Attempted  Murder 
—  Perpetrator  Killed  By  Cops 

On  August  28,  2002,  a  suspect  was  shot  and  killed  by  police 
while  holding  his  wife  hostage  at  knifepoint.  He  had  been 
released  from  jail  only  hours  earlier  for  a  previous  attack  on 
the  same  woman.  The  woman  had  previously  gotten  an  order 
of  protection  in  1999  for  domestic  violence.  However,  she 
had  gone  back  to  him,  and  they  were  living  together.  On 
August  14,  her  husband  attacked  her  in  their  apartment.  He 
slapped  her  across  the  face,  choked  her  with  a  telephone  cord, 
and  shoved  her  face  into  a  bathtub  filled  with  water. 

Despite  the  subject’s  violent  history  against  his  wife,  Brook¬ 
lyn  Judge  Betty  Williams  set  bail  at  only  $500.00.  The  wom¬ 
an,  who  feared  that  her  husband  would  hunt  her  down,  went 
to  her  apartment  with  some  friends  and  bolted  the  front 
door.  However,  her  husband  had  already  gained  entry  to  the 
apartment  and  attacked  the  woman.  Her  friends  managed 
to  escape,  but  the  woman  could  not  get  away.  By  the  time 
the  police  arrived  at  her  apartment,  she  had  already  been 
stabbed  five  times,  and  the  suspect  was  holding  her  hostage 
with  a  knife  at  her  back  and  a  knife  at  her  chest. 

When  the  officers  ordered  the  man  to  put  the  knives  down, 
he  stated,  “You’re  going  to  have  to  kill  me.  I’ll  put  the  knife 
in  her  back  down  but  I’ll  stab  her  in  the  heart.”  When  it  was 
apparent  that  the  woman  faced  imminent  death  a  police 
officer  fired  one  shot,  striking  the  suspect  in  the  chin,  in¬ 
stantly  killing  him.  The  woman  was  in  critical  condition  at 
Kings  County  Hospital. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  author,  this  entire  incident  never  should  have 
happened.  The  man  was  obviously  dangerous.  He  attempted  to  kill  his 
wife  in  the  past.  The  authorities  had  arrested  him  for  a  violent  assault. 
Why  would  the  judge  release  this  individual  on  such  low  bail  ( New  York 
Daily  News,  2002,  p.  6.;  New  York  Post,  August  28,  2002,  p.7)? 
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Case  History  —  Staged  Crime  Scene/Domestic  Violence 

The  police  department  received  a  9-1-1  call  from  a  frantic 
male  stating  that  his  wife  had  been  stabbed,  and  he  needed 
help.  Police  arrived  and  met  a  male  with  blood  on  his  clothes 
and  hands.  He  led  them  to  the  basement  of  his  home,  where 
they  discovered  a  woman’s  body. 

The  woman,  whom  the  man  identified  as  his  wife,  was  found 
lying  on  her  back.  Her  pants  had  been  ripped  open,  and  her 
panties  had  been  pulled  down  to  reveal  her  pubic  area.  Her 
sanitary  napkin  was  pulled  away.  Crime  scene  officers  re¬ 
trieved  an  unused  condom  from  between  her  legs  (Figure 
7.14  to  Figure  7.17). 

The  husband  stated  that  he  left  his  house  to  go  jogging.  When 
he  returned  and  walked  in  the  back  door,  he  was  attacked 


Figure  7.14  Staged  crime  scene.  The  husband  of  the  victim  reported  that  his 
house  was  burglarized  by  an  unknown  intruder,  who  killed  his  wife  during  a  sex 
attack.  He  threw  these  objects  around  the  floor  to  indicate  that  a  "burglary" 
occurred.  (Courtesy  of  Investigator  Jack  Henander,  Larimer  County,  Colorado 
Sheriff's  Department.) 
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Figure  7.15  Female  victim's  body  at  scene.  Note  that  the  body  was  moved  and 
positioned  to  present  as  a  sexual  assault.  (Courtesy  of  Investigator  Jack  Henander, 
Larimer  County,  Colorado  Sheriff's  Department.) 

by  a  male  dressed  in  black  and  covered  with  blood.  The 
husband  reported  that  the  male  cut  him  with  the  knife  while 
they  were  struggling.  He  said  that  the  unknown  male  then 
fled  by  running  down  the  driveway  and  jumping  into  a  dark- 
colored  auto  and  speeding  away. 

The  husband  stated  that  after  he  chased  the  attacker,  he 
returned  to  his  house,  where  he  got  a  band-aid  for  the  cut 
on  his  knee.  He  told  police  that  the  attacker  cut  and  stabbed 
him  during  their  struggle.  He  indicated  that  he  was  injured, 
and  he  showed  the  officers  some  superficial  cuts  and  punc¬ 
ture  wounds  on  his  body.  The  husband  stated  that  he  then 
began  to  check  the  house  to  see  what  was  missing.  When  he 
went  to  the  basement,  he  discovered  his  wife’s  body.  He  told 
the  police  that  he  got  blood  on  himself  when  he  cradled  his 
wife’s  body  before  calling  police.  The  man  was  transferred 
to  the  emergency  room  of  the  local  hospital  for  treatment. 
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Figure  7.16  Staged  scene  to  appear  sex-related.  The  husband  tore  open  his 
wife's  pants  and  exposed  her  pubic  area  to  make  the  event  appear  to  be  a  sexual 
assault.  He  also  placed  an  unused  condom  between  her  legs.  (Courtesy  of  Inves¬ 
tigator  Jack  Henander,  Larimer  County,  Colorado  Sheriff's  Department.)  (See  color 
insert  following  page  236.) 

Blood  Evidence 

The  blood  evidence  at  the  scene  indicated  the  attack  had 
initiated  outside  and  continued  into  the  house.  The  deceased 
had  apparently  been  taken  by  surprise  as  she  was  working 
outside.  She  received  stab  wounds  to  the  top  of  her  head  and 
face.  The  blood  evidence  also  indicated  that  she  had  attempt¬ 
ed  to  flee  into  the  house  to  escape.  The  assailant  apparently 
had  managed  to  push  his  way  through  the  door,  forcing  the 
victim  into  the  basement. 

Detectives  used  luminol  throughout  the  crime  scene  and 
located  a  number  of  areas  that  indicated  that  there  had  been 
blood  present  or  someone  had  “cleaned  up”  blood.  Blood 
evidence  was  collected  from  the  bathroom,  office,  master 
bedroom,  stairwell,  and  basement.  The  majority  of  the 
blood  found  in  the  upstairs  area  belonged  to  the  husband. 
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Figure  7.17  Offender  cut  himself.  An  incised  injury  to  the  right  finger  of  the 
husband  is  shown.  He  cut  himself  during  the  vicious  attack  on  his  wife.  In  fact, 
he  left  his  blood  on  the  victim's  right  leg  while  he  was  "staging  the  scene." 
(Courtesy  of  Investigator  Jack  Henander,  Larimer  County,  Colorado  Sheriff's 
Department.)  (See  color  insert  following  page  236.) 

The  majority  of  blood  found  in  the  basement  belonged  to 
the  victim. 

Staging 

The  male  showed  the  officers  evidence  of  a  burglary,  which 
consisted  of  items  being  tossed  on  the  floor  and  perfume 
bottles  being  turned  over  on  the  dresser  in  the  master  bed¬ 
room.  However,  there  was  nothing  missing.  Interestingly,  the 
“burglar”  carefully  handled  the  husband’s  possessions.  Yet, 
the  wife’s  room  was  trashed,  and  her  possessions  were  strewn 
about  the  room. 

Although  the  presentation  of  the  female  body  in  the  crime 
scene  suggested  a  sexual  attack,  the  circumstances  of  the 
event,  as  well  as  the  inconsistent  statements  of  the  husband, 
indicated  that  this  murder  was  based  on  an  interpersonal- 
oriented  dispute  and  assault  scenario.  There  was  no  evidence 
of  sexual  assault.  The  crime  scene  had  been  staged.  The  hus¬ 
band  was  charged  with  his  wife’s  murder  based  on  the  police 
investigation  as  well  as  the  blood  evidence  and  DNA  testing. 
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Reconstruction 

The  subject  attacked  his  wife  from  behind,  while  they  worked 
in  the  garden.  She  managed  to  escape  to  the  house  but  was 
trapped  into  going  to  the  basement,  where  she  received  the 
fatal  stab  wounds.  The  woman  had  16  stab  wounds,  includ¬ 
ing  a  deep  penetrating  wound  of  her  left  jugular  vein  and 
left  carotid  artery.  The  woman  received  multiple  stab  wounds 
to  the  back  of  her  head,  the  side  of  her  neck,  and  her  chest. 
The  husband  had  four  superficial  wounds,  including  a  cut 
on  his  little  finger  that  he  received  as  he  was  stabbing  his  wife. 

The  husband  attempted  to  make  the  crime  appear  to  be  a 
sexual  assault  by  ripping  open  her  pants  and  placing  a  condom 
between  her  legs.  However,  when  he  ripped  her  panties,  he 
left  a  drop  of  his  own  blood  from  his  cut  little  finger  on  her  leg. 

It  should  be  noted  that  family  members  who  were  inter¬ 
viewed  by  the  police  after  the  murder  reported  that  the  vic¬ 
tim  had  been  in  fear  of  her  husband  because  of  his  physical 
and  sexual  abuse.  Had  there  been  intervention,  this  woman 
would  be  alive  (Geberth,  1996,  pp.  27-29). 

Case  History 

The  partially  clad  body  of  a  middle-aged  male  was  found 
slain  in  his  apartment.  His  throat  had  been  slashed,  and  there 
were  multiple  wounds  into  his  chest.  His  face  was  covered 
with  a  towel.  Someone  had  smashed  all  of  the  knick-knacks 
and  figurines  in  the  apartment.  Witnesses,  who  called  the 
police,  saw  the  victim’s  roommate  leaving  the  apartment 
with  a  suitcase.  Patrol  officers,  who  had  been  given  a  descrip¬ 
tion  of  the  male  leaving  the  apartment,  located  the  suspect 
at  a  bus  station.  He  was  about  to  leave  town.  Investigators 
learned  that  the  police  had  been  called  to  the  premises  in  the 
past  in  connection  with  domestic  disputes.  The  disputes  usu¬ 
ally  involved  the  young  man,  who  was  20  years  younger  than 
his  partner,  staying  out  and  partying  most  of  the  night.  The 
older  male,  who  was  paying  their  bills,  objected  to  the  young¬ 
er  man’s  activities.  They  had  gotten  into  a  shouting  match, 
during  which  time  the  younger  man  was  smashing  the  knick- 
knacks  and  figurines.  When  the  older  male  tried  to  stop  him, 
the  young  man  grabbed  a  kitchen  knife  and  began  stabbing 
him  in  the  chest.  He  then  cut  the  older  man’s  throat  before 
packing  his  bags  and  leaving  the  apartment  (Author’s  files). 
It  is  important  to  note  that  domestic  violence  homicides  can 
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Figure  7.18  Interpersonal  violence  —  lovers'  quarrel.  This  man  was  a  victim  of 
a  dispute  involving  his  younger  male  partner.  After  his  lover  killed  him,  he  covered 
the  victim's  face  with  the  bloody  towel.  (See  color  insert  following  page  236.) 

be  homosexually  oriented  as  well  as  heterosexually  oriented 
(Figure  7.18  and  Figure  7.19). 


Considerations 


Homicides  involving  domestic  violence  can  be  prevented  through  early 
intervention  by  law  enforcement,  social  services,  and  the  criminal  justice 
system.  Even  victims  reluctant  to  press  charges  due  to  lack  of  resources 
—  emotional,  physical,  financial,  or  psychological  —  can  be  assisted  once 
they  have  been  identified  and  removed  from  the  hostile  environment. 

Persons  who  abuse  their  partners  are  potentially  dangerous,  and  some 
are  more  likely  to  kill,  especially  when  certain  conditions  exist.  These 
conditions  or  indicators  signify  the  potential  to  kill.  I  provide  a  listing  of 
lethality  indicators  from  The  Pennsylvania  Coalition  against  Domestic 
Violence  (1997)  as  a  reference.  Obviously,  the  more  indicators  present  or 
the  greater  the  intensity  of  the  indicators,  the  greater  the  potential  for 
domestic  violence  homicide. 

Lethality  Indicators 


1.  “Ownership”  of  the  battered  partner:  The  batterer  who  states, 
“Death  before  divorce!”  or  “You  belong  to  me  and  will  never 
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Figure  7.19  Homosexual  homicides  involving  lovers'  quarrels,  slashing  and 
cutting  to  the  throats  of  victims.  Note  the  increased  level  of  violence  and  "over- 
kill"-type  injuries  that  can  be  seen  in  homosexual  homicides.  These  types  of 
violent  wound  structures  to  the  throat  and  chest  of  victims  are  attributed  to  the 
dynamics  of  two  biologically  engineered  sexual  aggressors  involved  in  an  emo¬ 
tional  conflict  with  elements  of  rage,  anger,  and  revenge.  (Courtesy  of  Dr.  Domin¬ 
ick  J.  DiMaio,  M.D.,  Former  Chief  Medical  Examiner,  City  of  New  York.) 


belong  to  another!”  or  the  old  standby,  “If  I  can’t  have  you  nobody 
will!”  may  be  stating  his  fundamental  belief  that  the  partner  has 
no  right  to  life  separate  from  him.  A  batterer  who  believes  he  is 
absolutely  entitled  to  a  woman’s  services,  obedience,  and  loyalty, 
no  matter  what,  may  be  life-endangering. 

2.  Centrality  of  the  partner:  A  man  who  idolizes  his  partner,  or  who 
depends  heavily  on  her  to  organize  and  sustain  his  life,  or  who  has 
isolated  himself  from  all  other  community,  may  retaliate  against 
a  partner  who  decides  to  end  the  relationship.  He  rationalizes  that 
her  “betrayal”  justifies  his  lethal  “retaliation.” 

3.  Depression:  A  batterer  who  has  been  acutely  depressed  and  sees 
little  hope  for  moving  beyond  depression  may  be  a  candidate  for 
homicide  and  suicide.  Research  shows  that  many  men  who  are 
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hospitalized  for  depression  have  homicidal  fantasies  directed  at 
family  members. 

4.  Repeated  intervention  by  law  enforcement:  Partner  or  spousal 
homicide  almost  always  occurs  in  a  context  of  historical  violence. 
Prior  intervention  by  the  police  indicates  an  elevated  risk  of  life- 
threatening  conduct. 

5.  Escalation  of  risk  taking:  A  less  obvious  indicator  of  increasing 
danger  may  be  the  sharp  escalation  of  personal  risk  undertaken 
by  a  batterer.  This  is  when  a  batterer  begins  to  act  without  regard 
to  the  legal  or  social  consequences  that  previously  constrained  his 
violence.  The  chances  of  lethal  assault  increase  significantly. 

6.  Threats  of  homicide  or  suicide:  The  batterer  who  has  threatened 
to  kill  his  (ex)partner,  himself,  the  children,  or  relatives  must  be 
considered  extremely  dangerous. 

7.  Fantasies  of  homicide  or  suicide:  The  more  the  batterer  has  de¬ 
veloped  scenarios  about  who,  how,  when,  and  where  to  kill,  the 
more  dangerous  he  may  be.  The  batterer  who  previously  acted  out 
part  of  a  homicide  or  suicide  fantasy  may  be  invested  in  killing  as 
a  “solution  to  his  problems.” 

8.  Weapons:  When  a  batterer  possesses,  collects,  or  is  obsessed  with 
weapons,  or  used  them  or  threatened  to  use  them  in  the  past  in 
his  assaults  on  women,  the  children,  or  himself,  his  potential  for 
lethal  assault  is  higher.  If  a  batterer  has  a  history  of  arson  or  threats 
of  arson,  fire  should  be  considered  a  weapon. 

9.  Timing:  When  a  batterer  believes  that  he  is  about  to  lose  his 
(ex)partner,  or  when  he  concludes  that  she  is  permanently  leaving 
him,  or  if  he  cannot  envision  life  without  her,  this  may  be  when 
he  chooses  to  kill.  That  is  not  to  say  that  all  batterers  kill  when 
they  conclude  that  the  battered  woman  is  separating  from  him. 

10.  Some  kill  long  before  they  have  any  idea  that  the  battered  woman 
may  be  thinking  about  leaving.  So,  it  is  not  safe  to  assume  that 
because  she  has  not  made  plans  to  leave,  the  batterer  will  not  be 
dangerous.  In  one  study  of  spousal  homicide,  over  half  of  the  men 
were  separated  from  their  victims  when  they  murdered  them  (Ber¬ 
nard  et  al.,  1982). 

1 1 .  Women  are  most  likely  to  be  murdered  when  attempting  to  report 
abuse  or  to  leave  an  abusive  relationship  (Sonkin  et  al.,  1985; 
Brown,  1987). 

12.  History  of  antisocial  behavior:  A  batterer  who  demonstrated  ag¬ 
gressive  behavior  to  the  general  public,  such  as  in  bar  fights,  gang- 
related  violence,  job-related  violence,  vandalism,  repeated  unlaw¬ 
ful  behavior,  or  illegal  occupation,  is  likely  to  be  more  dangerous. 
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13.  Hostage-taking:  A  hostage-taker  is  at  high  risk  of  inflicting  homi¬ 
cide.  Between  75  and  90%  of  all  hostage  takings  in  the  United 
States  are  related  to  domestic  violence  situations. 

14.  Drugs  and  alcohol:  Men  with  a  history  of  problems  with  drugs 
or  alcohol  show  a  higher  risk.  In  addition,  regardless  of  their  drug 
and  alcohol  history,  intoxication  at  the  time  of  the  assault  shows 
significant  risk  to  partners. 

15.  Violence  in  his  family  of  origin:  The  more  severe  the  violence 
experienced  personally  or  observed  in  the  family  of  origin,  the 
more  the  risk. 
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Introduction 


In  this  category  of  sex-related  homicide,  the  offender’s  primary  intent  is 
to  rape  or  sodomize  the  victim.  The  offense  may  be  heterosexual  or 
homosexual,  depending  on  the  circumstances  of  the  crime.  Usually,  the 
victims  are  females  and  young  children,  and  the  killer  is  a  male.  However, 
it  is  important  to  note  that  sex-related  homicides  involve  homosexual  as 
well  as  heterosexual  relationships.  Two  aggressive  homosexual  serial  kill¬ 
ers  named  Walter  Kelbach  and  Myron  Lance  were  sadistic  thrill  killers. 
They  would  anally  rape  their  male  victims,  who  were  not  homosexual, 
because  they  enjoyed  inflicting  pain  on  their  victims. 

Sex-related  homicides  occur  under  the  following  circumstances: 

1.  The  assailant  uses  excessive  force  in  overcoming  the  resistance  of 
the  victim  and  furthering  the  sexual  assault. 

2.  The  death  is  intentional.  The  assailant  kills  to  prevent  the  victim 
from  identifying  him  and  to  ensure  that  the  victim  will  not  be  able 
to  testify  to  the  attack.  These  cases  are  extremely  brutal. 

The  victim  may  be  choked  or  strangled  into  submission,  or  the  mouth 
and  nose  may  be  held  tightly  in  order  to  stifle  the  victim’s  screams,  thereby 
causing  asphyxia.  Blunt  force  injuries  may  be  present  when  the  killer  has 
attempted  to  beat  the  victim  into  submission.  The  assailant  may  have 
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used  a  weapon,  usually  a  knife  or  firearm,  to  threaten  and  then  kill  his 
victim.  In  addition  to  the  brutality  of  the  attack,  a  victim  may  also  die  of 
shock  or  other  trauma.  This  is  particularly  evident  in  young  children  or 
older  persons. 

In  some  cases,  the  offender  may  actually  attempt  to  mislead  the 
authorities  by  staging  the  crime  scene  to  make  it  appear  to  be  something 
other  than  a  sex  crime.  For  instance,  I  remember  a  case  where  the  police 
were  requested  to  respond  to  a  “possible  suicide.”  When  they  arrived,  EMS 
personnel  were  attempting  to  revive  a  partially  clothed  female.  The  EMS 
personnel  advised  the  officers  that  when  they  arrived,  they  observed  the 
unconscious  female  with  a  ligature  around  her  neck.  Her  body  was  par¬ 
tially  suspended  by  this  ligature,  which  was  affixed  to  some  molding. 
However,  upon  closer  examination  of  the  death  scene,  the  officers  noticed 
signs  of  a  struggle.  The  officers  noticed  that  the  victim’s  blouse  had  been 
ripped  open.  They  also  observed  some  buttons  on  the  floor,  along  with 
a  broken  wristwatch,  which  belonged  to  the  deceased.  In  addition,  closer 
examination  of  the  victim’s  neck  revealed  concentric  fingernail  marks, 
which  would  be  consistent  with  a  manual  strangulation.  The  officers 
immediately  initiated  basic  crime  scene  procedures  and  notified  detec¬ 
tives.  As  a  result,  additional  evidence  was  located,  and  a  proper  crime 
scene  investigation  was  conducted  (Author’s  files). 


Investigative  Strategy 

The  usual  intent  of  the  offender  in  sexual  assault  is  to  rape  or  sodomize. 
The  offender  in  this  category  generally  does  not  receive  any  sexual  satis¬ 
faction  from  the  murder.  Therefore,  as  a  practical  matter,  the  police  are 
dealing  with  a  rapist  who  has  killed  and  not  a  murderer  who  rapes. 

Investigatively  speaking,  it  has  been  my  experience  that  a  rape-murder 
is  usually  preceded  by  other  sexual  offenses,  including  fetish  burglaries, 
indecent  exposure,  “Peeping  Tom”  cases,  and  rapes  or  sodomies  where  the 
victim  has  not  been  killed.  The  investigative  approach  should  be  to  first 
ascertain  whether  or  not  other  sex-related  events  and  cases  involving  a 
similar  modus  operandi  have  taken  place  in  the  jurisdiction.  This  can  then 
be  expanded  to  include  other  jurisdictions  within  the  immediate  area.  This 
avenue  of  inquiry  can  then  be  expanded  to  research  records  for  similar 
offenses  committed  in  the  past  by  persons  who  have  since  been  released. 

If  semen  or  sperm  evidence  is  recovered  from  the  homicide  victim, 
you  might  want  to  consider  submitting  the  DNA  results  into  The  FBI’s 
National  Computer  system,  CODIS  —  COmbined  DNA  Index  System, 
for  comparison  with  Convicted  Offender  Databases. 
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The  motivation  of  the  offender  is  an  important  consideration  in  the 
investigation  of  rape-  or  sodomy-oriented  homicides.  Did  the  offender 
target  this  specific  victim?  This  would  suggest  a  stalker  or  an  offender 
who  preselected  his  victim  and  spent  some  time  planning  the  event.  Or, 
are  you  dealing  with  an  opportunistic  rapist?  The  opportunistic  rapist  is 
usually  an  offender  who  during  the  course  of  a  burglary  or  robbery 
encounters  a  female  victim.  He  becomes  sexually  aroused  and  impulsively 
rapes  or  otherwise  sexually  assaults  her.  The  investigator  should  take  into 
consideration  that  this  type  of  offender  probably  has  an  arrest  record  for 
burglary  or  robbery.  The  death  investigation  should  then  be  expanded  to 
include  these  types  of  suspects. 

I  recall  investigating  a  case  in  which  a  young  female  housekeeper  was 
confronted  during  a  home  invasion.  During  the  robbery,  the  offender  tied 
the  young  woman’s  hands  behind  her  back,  causing  her  blouse  to  become 
unbuttoned,  exposing  one  of  her  breasts.  The  offender  suddenly  changed 
his  mind  about  the  robbery.  Instead,  he  removed  the  victim’s  pants  and 
underwear  and  vaginally  assaulted  the  woman,  who  he  left  tied  up  on  a 
couch.  The  victim  was  able  to  untie  herself  and  call  the  police.  I  responded 
with  the  detectives  to  what  was  reported  as  a  home  invasion  robbery. 
However,  during  the  interview  of  the  victim  by  the  detectives,  I  noticed 
that  she  was  very  nervous  and  embarrassed.  In  fact,  based  on  my  expe¬ 
rience  with  victims  of  sexual  assault,  I  was  sure  that  there  was  more  to 
this  event  than  “robbery.”  I  asked  the  detectives  to  hold  off  on  the  robbery 
interview.  I  provided  her  with  some  privacy  and  then  discretely  asked  her 
if  I  could  speak  to  her  alone.  She  agreed  and  seemed  genuinely  relieved 
by  this  confidential  approach,  considering  five  or  six  men  had  just  exten¬ 
sively  questioned  her  about  the  details  of  the  robbery.  I  asked  her  if  the 
offender  had  touched  her  or  had  done  anything  sexual  to  her.  She  imme¬ 
diately  broke  down  and  cried.  She  was  obviously  waiting  for  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  tell  what  had  happened  to  her,  however,  not  to  a  crowd.  The 
victim  told  me  how  the  offender  had  come  to  the  door  and  forced  his 
way  into  the  premises.  She  was  told  not  to  scream  and  she  would  not  be 
harmed.  He  stated  he  was  only  after  the  valuables.  As  he  tied  her  up,  he 
became  sexually  aroused  and  raped  her.  When  he  finished,  he  allowed  her 
to  redress  and  then  apologized  for  raping  her.  As  she  provided  me  with 
the  details  of  the  event,  it  was  quite  obvious  that  this  sexual  assault  was 
a  classic  opportunistic  rape.  We  were  looking  for  a  robber/burglar.  Inter¬ 
estingly,  as  we  were  conducting  the  interviews  and  processing  the  scene, 
the  offender  called  the  premises.  A  female  sex-crimes  detective,  who  I 
requested  to  respond  to  the  crime  scene  to  conduct  the  formal  interview 
of  the  victimized  woman,  answered  the  phone.  The  offender,  thinking  it 
was  the  victim,  once  again  apologized  for  raping  her.  When  the  detective 
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asked  him  why  he  had  done  this,  he  stated  that  he  did  not  know  why.  He 
said  he  was  a  burglar  and  had  only  come  to  rob  the  house.  She  told  him 
if  he  was  really  sorry,  he  should  surrender  to  the  police.  He  began  cursing 
and  swearing  and  hung  up  the  phone  (Author’s  files). 

In  the  investigation  of  rape/sodomy-oriented  homicides,  remember 
—  you  are  dealing  with  a  sexual  offender.  Sexual  offenders  usually  have 
a  history  and  more  than  likely  have  a  criminal  record.  Modus  operandi 
and  signature  aspects  of  the  offenses  are  important  detective  consider¬ 
ations  in  developing  specific  rape  patterns  and  linking  these  events,  and 
they  provide  strategic  investigative  information.  Larger  and  more  pro¬ 
gressive  police  departments  usually  maintain  specialized  operations,  such 
as  Homicide,  Robbery,  and  Sex  Crimes  units.  The  investigators  in  these 
specialized  units  have  a  unique  advantage.  They  become  experts  within 
their  respective  fields  and  are  able  to  gain  an  insight  into  certain  criminal 
behaviors  that  the  average  generalist  detective  will  not  experience.  Fur¬ 
thermore,  when  a  specific  MO  or  signature  reemerges  within  their  juris¬ 
diction,  they  may  have  an  idea  as  to  who  the  offender  may  be  based  on 
their  intelligence  and  prior  offense  record-based  systems.  Sex  offenders 
do  not  retire  after  doing  time  for  an  offense.  Sadly,  they  use  their  jail  time 
to  reeducate  themselves.  When  they  get  out  of  prison,  they  become  even 
more  proficient  at  predation.  Sex  offenders  are  cognizant  of  the  value  of 
evidence  to  the  law  enforcement  inquiry  and  will  attempt  to  avoid  leaving 
biological  fluids  by  using  a  condom  or  forcing  the  victim  to  bathe. 

I  remember  one  case  on  which  I  consulted  in  which  the  offender  had 
a  distinctive  MO  as  well  as  signature.  The  suspect  entered  the  victim’s 
home  through  a  ground-floor  window.  He  climbed  into  the  bed  and 
placed  a  knife  to  her  throat  and  woke  her.  He  instructed  her  to  be  quiet. 
He  threatened  to  hurt  her  and  her  child  if  she  did  not  do  as  he  told  her, 
as  he  demanded  cash  and  property.  He  brought  electrical  zip  ties  with 
him,  which  he  used  to  bind  the  victim’s  hands  behind  her  back.  He  also 
placed  tape  over  the  woman’s  mouth.  He  walked  her  through  the  house 
as  he  looked  for  valuables.  He  then  put  the  victim  on  the  floor  and  raped 
her.  After  he  completed  the  rape,  he  made  the  victim  get  into  the  bathtub, 
where  he  attempted  to  wash  her  vagina. 

He  was  wearing  gloves  to  avoid  leaving  fingerprints.  He  wore  these 
gloves  as  he  washed  out  her  vagina  and  caused  her  additional  injuries  and 
pain.  The  offender  washed  her  head  and  shirt  to  destroy  any  fiber  evi¬ 
dence.  He  then  took  her  to  her  bedroom  and  tied  her  feet  and  hands  with 
nylons  and  cut  off  pieces  of  her  hair,  which  he  sprinkled  around  the  bed 
and  the  area  of  the  floor  where  he  raped  the  young  woman.  He  also 
squirted  hair  conditioner  on  the  floor  and  sprinkled  dry  chocolate  over 
her  and  in  the  crime  scene.  He  took  body  lotion  and  ketchup  and  put  it 
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into  her  vagina.  All  of  these  actions  were  obviously  done  to  destroy 
biological  and  fiber  evidence.  It  was  apparent  to  the  detectives  that  they 
were  obviously  dealing  with  an  offender  who  had  been  arrested  in  the 
past  for  sexual  assault,  and  this  offender  was  being  extremely  careful  not 
to  leave  any  evidence. 

Two  days  later,  a  woman  was  raped  and  killed  six  blocks  away  from 
where  the  first  rape  occurred.  She  had  been  repeatedly  stabbed.  This  time, 
the  offender  started  multiple  fires  in  the  premises  in  an  obvious  attempt 
to  destroy  any  evidence.  However,  the  MO  was  basically  the  same  as  in 
the  rape  case.  The  suspect  entered  the  victim’s  house  through  an  unlocked 
bedroom  window  and  attacked  her  in  her  bed.  However,  this  time,  the 
victim  had  been  multiply  stabbed.  The  body  was  discovered  by  firefighters 
who  responded  to  the  house  fire.  She  had  been  bound  with  her  hands 
tied  behind  her  back,  and  a  sock  had  been  placed  in  her  mouth.  Although 
her  body  was  severely  charred,  the  medical  examiner  was  able  to  retrieve 
sperm  using  the  vaginal  swab  technique.  The  authorities  had  enough 
biological  fluids  to  obtain  DNA.  They  requested  a  comparison  of  the  DNA 
with  the  DNA  from  the  rape  case  that  had  occurred  in  the  same  area,  and 
the  evidence  matched.  The  investigators  then  submitted  the  DNA  for 
comparison  with  any  sex  offenders  in  their  database.  The  suspect,  who 
had  been  arrested  and  convicted  of  rape  some  years  before,  had  his  blood 
sample  taken  for  entry  into  the  database  as  a  sex  offender.  Ironically,  due 
to  a  backup  of  cases,  his  blood  sample  and  DNA  were  not  yet  entered 
into  the  system.  However,  an  investigator  who  kept  profiles  of  parolees 
charged  with  rape  thought  that  based  on  his  past  MO  this  subject  might 
be  a  good  suspect  in  these  cases.  When  the  suspect’s  blood  was  compared 
to  the  DNA  from  the  rape  victim  and  the  murder  victim,  there  was  a 
positive  match. 

A  review  of  his  MO  and  signature,  along  with  the  DNA,  linked  him 
to  the  rape  and  the  murder.  Significantly,  when  the  DNA  was  compared 
to  open  cases,  he  was  identified  as  the  perpetrator  of  an  additional  rape. 
He  had  gotten  away  with  the  other  rape  by  washing  his  victim’s  vagina 
in  the  bathtub  while  wearing  gloves  and  inserting  lotion  and  ketchup  in 
her  vagina  and  cutting  her  hair.  Because  he  believed  that  this  had  been 
successful,  he  continued  this  practice  (Author’s  hies). 

As  an  example,  I  listed  his  MO  and  signature  below  for  review. 

Modus  Operandi 

•  Entry  was  made  through  a  lower  floor  or  a  basement  window. 

•  He  used  a  knife  to  gain  compliance  of  his  victims. 

•  He  wore  cotton  work  gloves. 
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•  He  walked  his  victims  through  the  house  to  find  valuables. 

•  He  told  his  victims  not  to  look  at  him. 

•  He  tied  the  victims’  hands  behind  their  backs. 

•  He  raped  the  victims  on  the  floor. 

•  He  cut  the  victims’  hair  and  spread  it  around  the  scene. 

•  He  made  his  victims  bathe  and  washed  their  vaginas. 

•  He  put  lotion  on  the  victims  and  spread  it  on  floor  where  he  raped 
them  to  destroy  evidence. 

Signature 

•  The  perpetrator  stalked  and  targeted  his  victims. 

•  He  planned  his  attacks  selecting  victims  he  could  control. 

•  The  subject  climbed  into  the  victims’  beds  as  they  slept  and  took 
them  by  surprise. 

•  He  put  the  knife  to  their  throats  and  gave  them  specific  instruction. 

•  He  raped  his  victims  while  their  hands  were  tied  behind  their  backs. 

•  The  binding  and  gagging  are  psychosexual. 

•  When  he  forced  them  to  bathe,  he  manipulated  their  vaginas. 

•  He  forced  his  gloved  finger  into  them  to  cause  them  pain. 

•  He  exercised  total  control  over  them. 

I  personally  think  it  is  good  procedure  to  assign  a  member  of  the  Sex 
Crimes  Unit  to  work  with  homicide  detectives  on  sex-related  homicide 
investigations.  In  fact,  on  major  case  investigations  involving  a  series  of 
rapes  or  homicides,  I  recommend  that  teams  of  Sex  Crimes  and  Homicide 
Detectives  work  together  in  a  Task  Force-type  operation.  I  believe  in 
specialization  and  professionalism  within  the  criminal  investigative  pro¬ 
cess.  It  literally  takes  years  of  experience  to  learn  the  many  details  and 
nuances  of  homicide  and  sex  crimes  investigation. 


Categories  of  Rapists 

According  to  Groth,  Burgess,  and  Holmstrom  (1977)  there  are  four  cat¬ 
egories  of  rapists.  The  categories  are  listed  below  with  a  brief  description. 
They  are  power  reassurance,  power  assertive,  anger  retaliatory,  and  anger 
excitation. 

Power  Reassurance 

This  type  of  rapist  assaults  to  assure  himself  of  his  masculinity.  He  lacks 
the  confidence  to  interact  socially  and  sexually  with  women: 
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•  Indoor  type 

•  Victim  can  negotiate 

•  Victim  alone  with  small  children 

•  Takes  a  souvenir 

•  Local  victims 

•  Probably  is  married 

•  Attacks  victims  as  they  sleep 

•  Weapon  only  for  show 

•  Uses  ski  mask  or  pillow  or  makes  victim  turn  over 

•  Maintains  guilt;  may  call  the  victim 

•  Loner  type;  dominant  mother 

•  Will  kiss  victim;  wants  to  please  her 

•  May  keep  a  diary  or  scrapbook 

•  Nonathletic 

•  Underachiever 

Power  Assertive 

This  type  of  rapist  has  no  doubts  as  to  his  masculinity.  He  uses  rape  to 
express  his  dominance  over  women.  And,  he  uses  force: 

•  Same  age  as  victims 

•  Sports  minded 

•  Cruises  for  victims 

•  Flashy  vehicle 

•  Resides  in  area  near  crime 

•  Body  conscious 

•  Selects  victims  of  opportunity 

•  Tears  clothing 

•  Short  time  span  between  attacks 

•  Oral  assault 

•  Prior  institutionalization 

•  Direct  approach 

•  Selfish  actions 

•  Commits  crimes  outdoors 

•  Poor  record  if  in  the  Service 

•  Alcohol  user 


Anger  Retaliatory 

This  type  of  rapist  is  getting  even  with  women.  They  use  sex  as  a  weapon 
to  punish  and  degrade.  They  are  anger  oriented: 
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•  Strikes  out  at  women;  may  select  prostitutes  or  the  elderly 

•  Selects  symbolic  victims 

•  Tears  clothing 

•  Does  not  spend  much  time 

•  Uses  alcohol 

•  Blitz-style  of  attack 

•  Random  times  (no  pattern) 


Anger  Excitation 

This  type  of  rapist  is  sexually  turned  on  by  the  victim’s  response  to  the 
infliction  of  physical  and  emotional  pain.  The  sexual  acts  will  be  varied 
and  experimental  and  intended  to  cause  pain: 


•  Might  work  with  an  accomplice 

•  Into  S  &  M  activities 

•  No  mental  or  health  problems 

•  No  remorse 

•  Uses  auto 

•  Brings  weapon 

•  Uses  degrading  language 

•  Good  I.Q. 

I  recommend  Practical  Aspects  of  Rape  Investigation  edited  by  Hazel¬ 
wood  and  Burgess  (2001)  to  the  investigator  for  further  information  and 
case  studies  of  these  types  of  offenders. 

Case  History  —  Neighbor  Rape 
Case  Facts 


On  May  5,  1998,  at  approximately  9:17  a.m.,  officers  from 
Wichita,  KS,  were  dispatched  to  a  small,  one  bedroom  duplex 
apartment,  on  a  report  of  a  deceased  person.  The  house  was 
divided  into  two  apartments:  one  in  the  front  and  one  in  the 
back  of  the  house.  The  victim  lived  in  the  back  portion  of 
the  duplex.  The  officers  were  met  by  the  father  of  the  victim, 
Regina,  28  years  old.  The  father  reported  that  he  went  to 
check  on  his  daughter,  because  her  coworkers  at  the  Kansas 
Cancer  Center  called  and  were  concerned  because  she  had 
not  shown  up  for  work  that  morning. 


According  to  Regina’s  coworkers,  this  was  very  strange,  be¬ 
cause  Regina  was  never  late  to  work  and  was  generally  the 
first  one  in  the  office.  Coworkers  later  stated  that  she  planned 


Rape-  and  Sodomy-Oriented  Murders 


363 


on  bringing  biscuits  and  gravy  for  breakfast  to  share  with 
her  coworkers. 

The  Crime  Scene 

Officers  found  Regina  lying  on  the  floor  of  her  living  room 
partially  dressed.  Emergency  medical  personnel  reported  to 
the  responding  officers  that  it  appeared  she  was  dead  from 
blunt  force  trauma  to  the  head.  Officers  cleared  the  other 
rooms  in  the  house  and  established  a  perimeter.  Homicide 
detectives  were  notified. 

The  police  obtained  a  search  warrant  before  processing  the 
scene.  The  partially  clad  body  of  the  victim  was  facedown  on 
the  living  room  floor.  She  was  covered  with  a  blue  robe,  and 
beneath  the  robe  was  a  maroon  blouse.  Her  arms  were  out  to 
the  side,  and  her  legs  were  apart.  There  was  also  evidence  of  a 
struggle  in  the  apartment.  Detective  Kelly  Otis  noticed  a  blood 
impression  on  the  carpet  that  appeared  to  be  from  a  large  knife. 
Detective  Otis  also  noted  the  presence  of  a  bread  maker  and 
thought  it  strange  that  there  was  not  a  knife  with  the  bread 
maker.  A  bloody  footprint  was  observed  on  a  calendar  next  to 
the  victim’s  head.  Two  buttons,  apparently  ripped  from  the 
victim’s  clothing,  were  found  on  the  bedroom  floor.  Later  ex¬ 
amination  showed  they  were  torn  from  the  garment. 

When  the  body  of  the  victim  was  examined,  it  was  deter¬ 
mined  that  she  had  a  large  gaping  wound  to  the  throat.  No 
sharp  knives  were  recovered  in  the  residence.  Regina  Gray’s 
purse  was  in  the  kitchen;  however,  her  billfold  was  missing. 
The  autopsy  indicated  that  Regina  had  been  sexually  assault¬ 
ed.  DNA  was  recovered  from  semen  found  during  the  exam¬ 
ination  (Figure  8.1  and  Figure  8.2). 

Investigators  worked  into  the  late  evening  hours  document¬ 
ing  and  collecting  evidence  from  the  scene.  When  the  officers 
who  were  processing  the  scene  went  into  the  attic,  they  ob¬ 
served  that  the  firewall  between  the  two  apartments  was 
broken,  and  entry  into  the  victim’s  portion  of  the  duplex  was 
possible  (Figure  8.3). 

Early  Lead 

As  detectives  and  additional  officers  arrived,  they  began  con¬ 
tacting  neighbors.  Detective  Dana  Gouge  arrived  at  the  scene 
and  was  immediately  advised  by  a  patrol  officer  who  was 
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Figure  8.1  Body  in  scene.  The  victim's  body  was  found  facedown,  covered  with 
a  robe,  on  the  living  room  rug.  (Courtesy  of  Lieutenant  Kenneth  F.  Landwehr, 
Homicide  section,  Wichita,  Kansas  Police  Department.) 


Figure  8.2  Throat  cut.  The  victim's  throat  was  sliced  open  to  the  spine  and 
into  the  vertebrae.  (Courtesy  of  Lieutenant  Kenneth  F.  Landwehr,  Homicide 
section,  Wichita,  Kansas  Police  Department.) 
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Figure  8.3  Attic  crawl  space.  The  offender  apparently  broke  through  the  fire¬ 
wall  that  separated  the  two  duplex  unit  apartments.  He  could  gain  access  to  the 
victim's  apartment  through  the  attic.  (Courtesy  of  Lieutenant  Kenneth  F.  Land- 
wehr,  Homicide  section,  Wichita,  Kansas  Police  Department.) 

speaking  to  a  neighbor  to  stop  a  gray  Honda  four-door  that 
was  driving  past  the  residence. 

The  detective’s  car  was  not  equipped  with  red  lights  and  siren 
so  Detective  Gouge  followed  the  car  several  blocks,  calling 
in  the  location  on  the  radio.  The  car  stopped  at  a  nearby  car 
wash.  A  uniform  officer  at  the  scene  pointed  out  the  car. 

Detective  Gouge  identified  the  driver  as  Stanley  Elms,  a 
white,  male,  18  years  old.  It  was  determined  that  Elms,  who 
was  driving  with  a  suspended  license,  lived  with  his  girl¬ 
friend.  She  resided  in  the  front  portion  of  the  same  duplex 
where  the  deceased  lived.  The  patrol  officer  at  the  scene 
observed  him  drive  by  and  then  quickly  drive  away  after 
seeing  the  police  activity.  That  was  the  reason  that  the  patrol 
officer  alerted  Detective  Gouge  to  stop  the  gray  Honda.  De¬ 
tective  Gouge  directed  patrol  officers  to  take  Elms  into  cus¬ 
tody  for  driving  with  a  suspended  driver’s  license.  Detective 
Gouge  advised  the  patrol  officers  that  he  wanted  to  interview 
Elms  after  he  reviewed  the  crime  scene. 

Background  Information 


Detectives  Gouge  and  Otis  learned  that  Regina  was  engaged 
to  be  married.  Detective  Gouge  interviewed  the  victim’s 
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fiance,  named  Thomas.  Thomas  told  the  detective  that  he  and 
Regina  had  been  to  catechism  class  the  night  before  on  May 
4.  He  stated  that  they  planned  on  getting  married  in  Novem¬ 
ber.  According  to  Thomas,  they  had  not  engaged  in  sex  to¬ 
gether  and  were  waiting  until  they  were  married.  Regina  was 
last  heard  from  when  she  spoke  to  a  relative  on  the  telephone 
at  approximately  10:00  p.m.  on  May  4,  1998. 

Detective  Interview  of  Suspect 

Detectives  Gouge  and  Otis  returned  to  the  police  station  to 
interview  Elms,  who  had  been  charged  with  driving  with  a 
suspended  license.  At  this  time,  Elms  was  considered  a  pos¬ 
sible  suspect,  but  the  police  did  not  have  any  physical  evi¬ 
dence,  so  the  interview  was  basically  conducted  for 
background  information.  During  the  interview,  Elms  made 
statements  about  the  victim  being  a  good  person  and  stated 
he  never  had  any  problems  with  her.  He  was  questioned 
about  the  victim’s  habits  and  friends,  but  little  information 
was  gained.  He  also  denied  any  physical  or  sexual  contact 
and  said  he  had  not  been  in  the  victim’s  apartment  for  almost 
1  year.  Elms  voluntarily  gave  DNA  standards  to  Gouge  in  the 
form  of  oral  swabs  and  also  gave  head  and  pubic  hair  samples. 

Detective  Gouge  noticed  that  Elms  had  feces  and  hair  stuck 
to  the  toe  of  one  of  his  shoes.  Gouge  asked  Elms  to  allow  the 
lab  to  process  the  shoes.  Elms  gave  Gouge  the  shoes,  which 
were  then  taken  to  the  Wichita  Police  Lab.  Detective  Gouge 
returned  to  the  interview  room  and  told  Elms  the  shoes 
would  be  returned  to  him  after  processing,  but  it  could  take 
awhile,  as  the  lab  personnel  were  very  busy.  Elms  elected  to 
be  taken  to  the  booking  desk  and  to  retrieve  his  shoes  later. 

Elms  was  released  on  the  charge  of  driving  with  a  suspended 
license  and  was  picked  up  at  the  police  station  by  his  live-in 
girlfriend’s  mother. 

The  Investigation 

The  following  morning,  Detective  Gouge  took  the  shoes  and 
calendar,  along  with  several  known  standards  of  DNA  from 
different  people,  including  Elms,  to  the  Sedgwick  County, 
Regional  Forensic  Science  Center. 

On  May  7,  1998,  results  from  the  examination  of  the  tennis 
shoes  and  comparison  to  the  impression  on  the  calendar 
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were  completed.  Elm’s  shoes  could  not  be  eliminated  as  mak¬ 
ing  the  print.  The  detectives  contacted  the  Kansas  State  Pa¬ 
role  Office  and  inquired  about  Elms  and  his  status  on  parole. 
Elms  was  on  parole  for  burglary.  The  parole  officer  told 
detectives  that  Elms  had  been  found  to  have  a  dirty  urine 
analysis  several  weeks  prior.  The  detectives  also  learned  that 
Elms  had  been  arrested  for  driving  under  the  influence.  The 
detectives  requested  that  parole  authorities  arrest  Elms  for  a 
parole  violation. 

On  May  9, 1998,  Detective  Otis  interviewed  Elm’s  girlfriend’s 
mother.  She  told  the  detective  that  she  picked  up  Elms  from 
the  county  jail  on  May  5, 1998,  following  his  arrest  for  driv¬ 
ing  on  a  suspended  driver’s  license.  She  said  he  told  her  the 
police  had  shown  him  photographs  of  the  crime  scene  dur¬ 
ing  his  interview.  He  described  the  wounds  in  detail  and 
stated  it  looked  as  though  someone  had  sawed  back  on  forth 
on  her  neck  with  a  knife  used  to  cut  frozen  meat.  He  said 
he  could  see  the  only  thing  holding  her  head  on  was  her 
spine.  It  was  later  discovered  that  Elms  told  this  same  story 
to  several  people,  including  his  girlfriend  and  his  sister  (Fig¬ 
ure  8.4). 


Figure  8.4  Close-up  of  cut  throat.  Suspect  claimed  that  the  police  showed  him 
crime  scene  photographs  of  the  deceased.  He  was  able  to  accurately  describe  the 
injuries.  (Courtesy  of  Lieutenant  Kenneth  F.  Landwehr,  Homicide  section,  Wich¬ 
ita,  Kansas  Police  Department.) 
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On  May  9,  1998,  Elms  was  interviewed  again  and  gave  the 
same  statement.  However,  when  the  detectives  confronted 
him  with  the  information  they  developed  and  the  results  of 
the  laboratory  analysis  of  some  of  the  evidence,  Elms  imme¬ 
diately  invoked  his  Miranda  rights. 

The  Arrest 

Later  DNA  testing  showed  that  the  semen  recovered  from 
the  victim’s  vagina  matched  Elms’  DNA.  Elms’  tennis  shoes 
were  also  tested  by  the  Kansas  City,  MO  police  lab  for  fibers 
and  compared  to  the  insulation  in  the  attic;  however,  no 
insulation  was  found  on  the  shoes.  However,  the  bloody 
footprint  impression  on  the  calendar  in  the  victim’s  apart¬ 
ment  matched  the  suspect’s  tennis  shoes.  Elms  was  charged 
with  capital  murder,  rape,  aggravated  burglary,  and  theft. 

While  in  jail  awaiting  trial,  Elms  confessed  to  two  inmates. 
They  later  provided  this  information  to  detectives.  The  in¬ 
mates  told  the  detectives  that  Elms  told  them  he  knocked  on 
the  front  door  and  the  victim  let  him  in.  He  also  claimed  he 
contacted  another  person  who  assisted  him  in  the  clean  up 
of  the  scene. 

Disposition 

At  trial,  Elms  testified  that  Regina  invited  him  over  for  a 
sexual  interlude.  He  testified  that  a  drug  dealer  he  knew, 
named  Rico  Rojas,  came  over  and  accompanied  him  to  Re¬ 
gina’s  apartment.  Elms  stated  that  he  had  consensual  sex  with 
Regina,  and  then  Rojas  killed  her.  The  jury  did  not  believe 
him,  and  he  was  convicted  of  capital  murder  and  is  awaiting 
execution  (Author’s  files). 
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Case  History  —  Serial  Rapist 

On  June  14,  an  unknown  offender  abducted  Tina  from  her 
rural  home  in  front  of  her  5-year-old  son.  Her  nude  body 
was  discovered  the  next  day  in  a  wooded  area.  She  had  been 
shot  in  the  head  with  a  large  caliber  weapon. 
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Figure  8.5  Victim's  rural  home.  The  house  was  surrounded  by  trees  in  a  rural 
area.  (Courtesy  of  Investigator  Rusty  Clevenger,  7th  Circuit  Solicitor's  Office, 
South  Carolina.) 

Her  residence  and  a  large  yard  were  bordered  on  all  sides 
with  trees.  There  were  plenty  of  locations  where  someone 
could  watch  her  undetected  from  the  tree  line. 

Tina  had  just  returned  home  from  work  and  had  picked  up 
her  son  Jonathan  at  day  care.  She  entered  her  home  and 
changed.  As  Tina  and  Jonathan  walked  out  of  the  house  to 
feed  their  dog  in  the  dog  pen,  a  strange  man  walked  from  the 
wood  line  and  at  gunpoint  forced  Tina  into  her  red  Ford 
Escort.  Her  son  Jonathan  ran  to  his  uncle’s  house  and  told 
him  that  a  white  man  with  brown  hair  and  white  jeans,  with 
a  large  silver  gun,  had  taken  his  mother  in  her  car  and  left 
him  behind.  The  uncle  immediately  called  police  (Figure  8.5). 

Victimology 

The  victim  was  an  attractive  26-year-old  woman.  She  was 
5’3",  130  pounds,  with  blond  hair  and  hazel  eyes.  She  lived 
alone  with  her  5-year-old  son.  She  had  been  married  and 
divorced  but  had  no  contact  with  her  ex-husband.  She 
worked  as  a  sales  associate  for  a  local  tool  company.  There 
were  men  interested  in  dating  her.  They  were  interviewed 
extensively,  and  none  were  suspect.  She  did  not  socialize  or 
date  often  because  of  a  medical  problem  that  many  did  not 
know  about.  At  the  time  she  gave  birth  to  Jonathan,  a  part 
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of  her  colon  was  torn,  which  left  her  incontinent  at  times.  If 
she  got  excited  or  scared,  she  would  void  her  bowel.  The 
young  woman  was  obviously  self-conscious  of  her  condition 
and  avoided  dating  and  socializing. 

The  Investigation 

Detectives  entered  the  victim  and  car  information  into  NCIC 
because  Tina’s  residence  was  near  a  major  highway,  and  it 
was  thought  that  someone  may  have  carjacked  her  and  her 
vehicle  to  escape  or  leave  the  area  in  a  hurry.  An  aerial  search 
was  initiated,  and  all  police  agencies  in  the  area  were  put  on 
alert.  Family  members  and  friends  were  interviewed.  Tina 
had  been  married  but  had  not  been  in  contact  with  her 
husband  for  some  time. 

There  was  no  sign  of  the  victim  or  her  car.  The  initial  search 
continued  until  4:00  a.m.  The  following  morning  the  search 
was  resumed  and  all  alarms  were  retransmitted.  Police  re¬ 
quested  that  lonathan  be  reinterviewed  by  a  child  psychol¬ 
ogist  using  play  therapy  to  gain  a  better  description  of  the 
unknown  white  male  and  the  sequence  of  events.  The  victim 
had  a  cell  phone  in  her  car.  The  number  was  called  repeatedly 
with  no  answer.  Detectives  requested  a  trace  for  any  calls 
made  from  this  instrument. 

Detective  Rusty  Clevenger  received  a  call  from  a  Wildlife 
Officer,  who  reported  that  he  saw  the  victim’s  car  on  a  small 
road  that  served  as  an  entrance  to  a  deer  hunting  club.  He 
noted  the  plate  number  and  thought  the  car  belonged  to  a 
deer  hunter.  The  next  day,  he  heard  the  alarm,  checked  his 
notes,  and  notified  police.  A  helicopter  was  dispatched,  and 
detectives  rushed  to  the  scene.  The  victim’s  body  was  found 
within  30  yards  of  her  vehicle.  She  had  been  shot  once  in  the 
head  and  left  at  the  scene  (Figure  8.6  and  Figure  8.7). 

Detective  Clevenger  asked  a  police  officer,  who  was  a  long¬ 
time  resident  of  the  area,  if  he  knew  of  any  possible  suspects 
who  might  be  considered.  The  officer  named  David  Duke  as 
a  known  sex  offender.  The  detective  immediately  requested 
any  intelligence  information  on  David  Duke. 

Canvass  of  the  Area 

The  initial  canvass  in  the  area  yielded  two  witnesses  who  saw 
a  white  male  standing  on  the  side  of  the  road  near  the  victim’s 
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Figure  8.6  Victim's  car.  The  victim's  car  was  recovered  in  the  adjoining  county. 
(Courtesy  of  Investigator  Rusty  Clevenger,  7th  Circuit  Solicitor's  Office,  South 
Carolina.) 


Figure  8.7  Victim's  body.  Tina's  body  was  found  about  30  feet  away  from  her 
vehicle,  which  the  offender  left  at  the  scene.  (Courtesy  of  Investigator  Rusty 
Clevenger,  7th  Circuit  Solicitor's  Office,  South  Carolina.) 
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car.  This  was  within  an  hour  of  the  abduction.  Their  descrip¬ 
tion  of  this  white  male  matched  David  Duke,  who  was  now 
considered  a  potential  suspect.  Residents  in  the  area  were 
able  to  identify  Duke,  who  they  saw  walking  from  the  area 
of  the  crime  scene  to  his  residence.  Additional  witnesses  were 
located  who  saw  Duke  near  the  victim’s  residence  the  day  of 
the  abduction.  Witnesses  who  lived  next  door  to  Duke  saw 
a  small  red  car  drive  by  their  residence  with  a  white  female 
hanging  from  the  passenger  side  yelling  and  screaming  for 
help.  Their  description  of  the  female  matched  Tina,  and 
Tina’s  car  was  red.  In  addition,  the  crime  scene  detectives 
found  Tina’s  cellular  phone  in  the  vicinity  of  where  the  wit¬ 
nesses  saw  Duke. 

Initial  Interview  and  Investigation  of  Suspect 

When  detectives  finally  located  Duke,  they  noticed  he  was 
limping.  He  refused  to  give  any  information  on  how  he  had 
gotten  hurt.  However,  he  provided  an  extensive  alibi. 

One  of  the  recommended  tactics  of  Geberth  (1996)  is  to  get 
the  suspect  to  talk  by  not  interrupting  him  with  questions. 
Allow  the  suspect  to  expand  on  his  alibi  and  seemingly  go 
along  with  his  story,  as  preposterous  as  it  sounds.  There  is  no 
way  that  the  offender  will  be  able  to  corroborate  this  con¬ 
cocted  story.  Instead,  the  authorities  will  be  able  to  use  the 
words  of  the  offender  to  trap  him  in  his  own  web  of  deceit. 

He  stated  he  had  been  driven  to  work  that  day  by  a  man  who 
later  told  police  that  Duke  asked  to  be  let  out  about  a  mile 
from  the  victim’s  home.  Duke  told  this  witness  that  his  boy 
was  sick,  and  he  had  to  visit  him  at  the  hospital.  This  turned 
out  to  be  untrue.  Detectives  ascertained  that  Duke  was  a 
smoker,  who  exclusively  smoked  Winston  cigarettes.  This 
was  significant  because  an  empty  pack  of  Winston  cigarettes 
and  Winston  cigarette  butts  were  found  in  the  area  of  the 
victim’s  residence  at  the  tree  line.  Later,  DNA  was  extracted 
from  these  discarded  cigarette  butts  and  matched  to  Duke. 
Duke  also  told  the  detectives  that  he  went  drinking  the  day 
of  the  abduction.  He  identified  his  drinking  buddies  as  two 
men,  named  Terry  and  Ricky.  The  investigators  were  unable 
to  locate  any  such  persons. 

In  his  statement  to  police,  Duke  stated  that  he  had  never 
been  near  the  victim’s  car.  This  proved  to  be  extremely  im- 
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portant,  because  the  police  had  located  a  single  fingerprint 
of  the  suspect  inside  the  victim’s  car.  Also,  Duke’s  footwear 
was  matched  to  impressions  recovered  at  the  crime  scene  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  victim’s  car.  The  investigation  revealed  that 
Tina  had  been  shot  with  a  .357.  Detectives  learned  that  Duke 
had  possession  of  a  .357  pistol  some  time  earlier,  after  taking 
it  from  the  owner. 

Signature  Aspect  and  Modus  Operandi 

There  was  a  distinct  pattern  of  behavior  of  the  suspect.  The 
suspect  was  a  serial  rapist,  who  20  years  earlier,  raped  a  young 
mother  at  gunpoint  in  LaGrange,  GA.  Detectives  discovered 
a  number  of  similar  rapes  by  the  suspect,  some  of  which 
were  not  originally  reported.  In  each  case,  Duke  stalked  his 
victims  and  planned  his  crimes. 

Duke  reportedly  raped  two  of  his  wives  and  took  one  wife 
to  the  same  area  where  Tina’s  body  was  found.  Duke  usually 
targeted  a  woman  with  a  small  child.  He  picked  a  certain 
type  of  victim  with  similar  looks.  He  would  look  for  a  woman 
who  was  timid,  vulnerable,  and  submissive,  and  because  of 
her  child,  would  cooperate  with  his  demands. 

Disposition 

Tina  was  killed  because  she  had  a  medical  problem  that 
caused  her  to  suffer  from  incontinence.  Her  killer,  who  ob¬ 
viously  made  detailed  plans  to  abduct  and  sexually  assault 
her,  became  outraged  when  she  soiled  herself.  In  his  rage,  he 
shot  her  to  death.  A  young  woman  was  slaughtered,  and  a 
young  5-year-old  boy  was  left  without  a  mother. 

Duke  pled  guilty  to  the  murder  and  received  a  life  sentence. 

The  author  reviewed  other  cases  where  an  offender,  who  had  planned 
an  attack,  with  an  obvious  sexual  fantasy,  gained  control  over  his  victim 
only  to  have  some  unforeseen  circumstance  emerge.  In  one  particular  case, 
a  young  woman,  who  was  taking  laxatives,  had  been  stripped  and  bound 
in  her  bed.  She  obviously  was  extremely  frightened  and  voided  her  bowels. 
In  this  case,  it  was  the  victim’s  incontinence  that  enraged  and  angered  the 
offender,  because  it  ruined  his  sexual  fantasy.  In  other  cases,  it  was  a  victim 
who  was  menstruating  at  the  time  of  the  attack.  In  any  event,  it  is  another 
element  to  take  into  consideration  during  the  investigation. 
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Figure  8.8  Victim's  body  in  trunk.  The  officers  discovered  the  nude  body  of 
the  victim  in  the  trunk  of  her  car.  (Courtesy  of  Chief  John  B.  Dean,  Waterford 
Township,  Michigan  Police  Department.) 

Case  History  —  Victim  Killed  to  Prevent  Identification 

A  black  subject  was  stopped  by  a  police  officer  when  he 
observed  the  subject  squealing  his  tires  and  flashing  his  lights 
at  the  car  in  front  of  him.  The  police  officer  had  to  pursue 
the  subject,  who  attempted  to  speed  away.  When  the  officer 
asked  for  his  license  and  identification,  he  noted  that  there 
were  stolen  plates  on  the  vehicle.  The  subject  also  had  an 
outstanding  warrant. 

He  was  arrested  for  possession  of  stolen  license  plates.  Pur¬ 
suant  to  standard  search  procedure,  the  vehicle  was  im¬ 
pounded  and  searched.  When  the  officers  opened  the  trunk, 
they  discovered  the  nude  body  of  an  unidentified  white  fe¬ 
male  victim.  At  this  point,  the  police  realized  that  they  had 
a  potential  murder  suspect  in  custody.  She  was  subsequently 
identified  as  “Pamela”  (Figure  8.8  and  Figure  8.9). 

Pamela  owned  the  Cadillac,  which  the  subject  had  stolen. 

The  victim  left  her  apartment  on  a  Tuesday  morning  to  get 
gas  and  have  her  car  washed.  She  was  a  regular  customer  at 
this  car  wash.  The  manager,  who  had  been  waiting  for  an 
opportunity  to  sexually  assault  her  if  there  was  no  one  else 
around,  directed  her  to  drive  into  the  garage.  When  she  drove 


Rape-  and  Sodomy-Oriented  Murders 


375 


Figure  8.9  Victim's  car.  The  car  was  stolen  from  the  victim  at  the  car  wash 
after  she  was  raped  and  forced  into  the  trunk  of  her  car.  (Courtesy  of  Chief  John 
B.  Dean,  Waterford  Township,  Michigan  Police  Department.) 

her  car  into  the  garage,  the  manager  closed  the  doors.  At 
gunpoint,  he  ordered  the  woman  to  strip.  He  then  raped  and 
anally  sodomized  her  in  the  garage.  The  manager  then  forced 
the  nude  victim  into  the  trunk  of  her  own  car,  where  she 
remained  trapped  in  a  virtual  tomb. 

The  suspect  then  drove  to  his  girlfriend’s  house  and  told 
her  the  Cadillac  was  a  gift  from  his  mother.  He  then  drove 
the  girlfriend  and  another  girl  to  Royal  Oak,  MI,  which  is 
about  15  miles  south.  While  they  were  in  the  car,  they  heard 
Pamela  pleading  to  get  out.  He  told  the  girls  it  was  only  a 
tape  recorder  that  he  used  in  his  undercover  work.  The 
suspect  had  been  previously  arrested  for  impersonation  of 
a  police  officer. 

He  gave  the  car  to  his  girlfriend  to  use  Wednesday  and  Thurs¬ 
day.  On  Friday,  the  girlfriend’s  two  children  heard  Pamela 
pleading  to  get  out  of  the  trunk.  The  children  ran  to  their 
grandmother,  who  “spoke”  to  the  voice  in  the  trunk.  In  fact, 
detectives  ascertained  she  heard  the  voice  saying,  “Please 
Help  Me.”  She  never  thought  to  call  the  police.  Instead,  the 
grandmother  told  the  subject  about  the  voice  in  the  trunk, 
and  he  told  her  the  same  story  about  the  tape  recorder.  She 
later  told  police  that  she  believed  him. 
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The  subsequent  police  investigation  revealed  that  over  30 
persons  heard  or  spoke  to  Pamela  while  she  was  trapped  in 
the  trunk  other  car.  Pamela  had  been  in  the  trunk  for  6  days. 
The  victim,  who  could  not  even  turn  around  to  relieve  her¬ 
self,  died  a  horrible  death.  She  was  so  thirsty  and  desperate 
to  survive,  that  she  drank  windshield  washer  solvent  from  a 
container  in  the  trunk.  As  a  result  of  ingesting  this  fluid, 
Pamela  went  into  convulsions  and  eventually  lost  conscious¬ 
ness  and  died.  The  mechanism  of  death  was  hypothermia 
and  dehydration. 

Disposition 

The  subject  was  found  guilty  and  received  three  counts  of 
natural  life  in  Michigan  State  Prison,  which  translates  to  life 
in  prison  without  parole  (Author’s  files). 

Case  History  —  Rape-Murder  —  Attempt  to  Dispose  of  Body  by 

Mutilation  and  Disarticulation 

Initial  Police  Report 

On  February  21,  1997,  at  approximately  4:09  p.m.,  the  Potta¬ 
watomie  County  Sheriff’s  Department  took  a  Missing  Person’s 
Report  on  a  66-year-old  woman  named  Rose.  The  missing 
woman’s  daughter  was  the  reporting  witness.  Rose  was  a  life¬ 
long  native  of  Kansas.  Rose  had  been  married  twice,  and  each 
of  her  husbands  predeceased  her.  She  was  the  grandmother  of 
26  grandchildren  and  a  great-grandmother  of  five.  She  never 
remarried  and  lived  in  Westmoreland,  KS,  for  25  years.  Rose 
kept  herself  busy  with  the  grandchildren  and  had  a  part-time 
job  as  a  waitress  at  The  Leisure  Lounge  in  Westmoreland.  The 
last  time  Rose  was  seen  was  when  she  left  the  Leisure  Lounge 
after  work  at  approximately  12:30  a.m.  to  go  home. 

A  neighbor  became  concerned  after  noticing  that  Rose’s  ve¬ 
hicle  was  still  parked  at  her  residence  at  3:00  p.m.  The  neigh¬ 
bor  knew  that  ordinarily  Rose  would  normally  be  at  work. 
The  neighbor  contacted  Rose’s  daughter.  Rose’s  daughter 
went  to  her  mother’s  residence  to  check  on  her  well-being 
and  noticed,  “that  things  were  not  quite  normal.” 

The  reporting  witness  told  the  deputy  that  her  mother’s 
blinds  were  not  pulled  up  throughout  the  residence.  She 
added  that  the  bedroom  and  bed  appeared  as  if  they  had  not 
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Figure  8.10  Blood  stain.  An  officer  noticed  a  blood  stain  at  the  back  door  and 
a  piece  of  human  flesh.  (Courtesy  of  The  Kansas  Bureau  of  Investigation.) 

been  used,  and  there  was  no  indication  that  the  mother  had 
made  her  traditional  morning  coffee  or  daily  iced  tea.  The 
daughter  also  noticed  that  her  mother’s  purse  and  car  keys 
were  missing. 

The  deputy  entered  the  premises  and  noticed  a  red  stain  on 
the  bottom  portion  of  the  back  door.  He  also  noticed  a  piece 
of  bone  or  tooth  on  a  concrete  pad  just  outside  the  back  door. 

He  notified  detectives  to  respond  to  the  scene  (Figure  8.10). 

Additional  Information 

Rose  was  considered  to  be  friendly,  happy,  and  helpful  to¬ 
ward  her  friends  and  neighbor.  However,  she  was  not  trust¬ 
ing.  She  maintained  a  continued  fear  of  burglary  to  her 
home.  The  woman  further  advised  the  deputy  that  her  moth¬ 
er’s  neighbor,  James  Martin,  had  been  outside  earlier  when 
she  arrived  to  check  on  her  mother.  According  to  the  daugh¬ 
ter,  Rose  knew  James  Martin,  who  lived  directly  south  of  her 
place,  and  had  told  her  neighbors  and  her  family  that  Martin 
“acted  weird”  and  that  she  had  expressed  concern  about  him. 

She  also  told  the  deputy  that  Martin  had  been  carrying  a  can 
of  gasoline  and  appeared  to  have  been  intent  on  burning  a 
large  brush  pile  on  his  property. 
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Ironically,  the  deputy  who  was  taking  this  Missing  Person’s 
Report  had  taken  a  complaint  against  Martin  the  night  be¬ 
fore.  On  February  20  at  approximately  10:57  p.m.,  Jennifer 
Martin  called  the  Sheriff’s  Office  to  complain  that  her  hus¬ 
band,  James  Martin,  threatened  (via  telephone)  to  kill  her. 
According  to  Jennifer,  James  was  at  the  Leisure  Lounge  in 
Westmoreland  and  had  been  drinking  since  5:00  p.m.  Jennifer 
was  at  the  lounge  with  him  earlier  in  the  evening.  While  at 
the  location,  James  and  Jennifer  got  into  an  argument,  and 
James  cursed  Jennifer.  Rose,  who  was  working  at  the  location, 
confronted  James  Martin  about  his  abusive  language. 

The  Sheriff’s  Deputy  advised  Jennifer  that  he  would  forward 
the  complaint  to  the  County  Attorney  and  would  make  con¬ 
tact  with  James.  Jennifer  advised  the  deputy  that  she  was 
going  to  spend  the  night  with  her  parents.  The  deputy  drove 
to  the  Leisure  Lounge,  where  he  learned  that  James  left  ap¬ 
proximately  30  minutes  earlier.  The  deputy  attempted  to 
make  contact  with  him  at  his  residence,  where  a  light  was 
visible  inside.  However,  he  was  unable  to  contact  James. 

The  deputy,  who  was  advised  that  Martin  had  been  outside 
earlier  when  the  complainant  called  the  police,  went  to  Mar¬ 
tin’s  residence.  Martin,  who  was  dressed  in  multicolored 
boxing  shorts,  invited  the  deputy  inside.  Martin,  who  was 
mopping  his  kitchen,  told  the  deputy  that  he  did  not  know 
his  neighbor,  Rose,  and  had  not  seen  her.  The  deputy  noticed 
that  the  kitchen  was  extremely  clean  compared  to  the  rest 
of  Martin’s  residence.  The  deputy  reported  his  observations 
to  detectives.  Martin  told  the  deputy  that  he  had  to  go  to 
work  and  was  allowed  to  leave  pending  the  arrival  of  KBI 
and  other  investigators. 

The  Investigation 

On  February  21,  at  approximately  7:45  p.m.,  James  Martin 
was  arrested  for  criminal  threats  against  his  wife,  Jennifer, 
on  February  20.  Martin  was  arrested  at  his  place  of  work  in 
Westmoreland,  where  he  worked  as  a  part-time  cook.  Martin 
was  interviewed  regarding  the  criminal  threats  and  for  any 
information  on  the  disappearance  of  his  neighbor,  Rose. 

Martin  told  the  detectives  that  he  had  been  drinking  at  the 
Leisure  Lounge  on  February  20  from  5:00  p.m.  until  he  left 
at  about  10:30  p.m.  He  stated  that  he  arrived  home  at  ap- 
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proximately  10:45  p.m.  and  went  directly  to  bed.  Martin  ac¬ 
knowledged  that  he  knew  Rose  from  the  Leisure  Lounge  but 
did  not  associate  with  her  as  a  neighbor.  It  was  during  the 
interview  that  the  detectives  noticed  that  Martin  used  the 
past  tense  when  he  described  Rose.  The  investigators  asked 
the  suspect  if  they  could  examine  his  clothing,  which  Martin 
voluntarily  submitted  to  them.  Martin  further  agreed  to  al¬ 
low  agents  to  search  his  residence,  as  long  as  he  could  be 
present  during  the  search. 

In  the  interim,  unbeknownst  to  Martin,  officers  brought  in 
a  human-tracking  canine  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  the  dog 
could  locate  the  missing  person.  The  dog  tracked  a  scent 
associated  with  Rose  to  the  Martin  residence. 

The  Search 

A  search  warrant  was  issued  for  the  Martin  residence  at 
approximately  midnight  on  February  21,  1997.  Supervisory 
Special  Agent  Ray  Lundin  of  the  Kansas  Bureau  of  Investi¬ 
gation  led  the  search,  which  was  completed  on  February  24. 
During  the  search,  a  black  plastic  bag  containing  the  victim’s 
purse  and  identification  were  located. 

In  addition,  the  authorities  discovered  human  body  parts,  a 
steam  iron  with  a  cut  cord,  and  bloody  clothing  inside  the 
plastic  bag.  The  search  of  the  residence  located  bloody  cloth¬ 
ing  belonging  to  James  Martin.  The  authorities  seized  a 
.22-caliber  rifle  and  ammunition,  photographs  depicting 
James  and  Jennifer  Martin  and  others  bound  in  electricai 
cord,  assorted  pornographic  materials,  and  marijuana  (Fig¬ 
ure  8.11). 

At  approximately  8:15  a.m.  on  February  22,  1997,  a  search 
party  located  the  torso  (head,  arms,  and  legs  missing) 
wrapped  in  a  blanket  and  multicolored  afghan  under  tree 
roots  on  the  west  bank  of  a  creek  approximately  200  yards 
east  of  Rose’s  residence  (Figure  8.12  to  Figure  8.14). 

An  initial  search  of  the  missing  woman’s  residence  revealed 
it  to  be  extremely  clean.  Flowever,  a  detailed  forensic  search 
yielded  additional  trace  evidence.  This  evidence  included 
blood  in  the  kitchen  sink  trap,  blood  under  the  floor  tiles  in 
the  kitchen,  and  human  tissue  in  the  toilet. 


380 


Sex-Related  Homicide  and  Death  Investigation 


Figure  8.11  Body  parts.  Investigators  located  body  parts  in  a  Ziploc®  bag  inside 
a  large  black  plastic  garbage  bag,  along  with  other  items  belonging  to  the  victim. 
(Courtesy  of  The  Kansas  Bureau  of  Investigation.) 

The  Suspect 

James  Martin  was  a  28-year-old  ex-convict.  He  had  an  ex¬ 
tensive  arrest  record  and  had  been  imprisoned  in  California 
several  times.  His  charges  ranged  from  DUI  to  assault  and 
battery,  grand  theft  auto,  burglary,  possession  and  selling  of 
stolen  property,  aiding  a  felon,  and  resisting  arrest.  While  in 
prison,  he  met  his  wife,  Jennifer,  through  a  pen-pal  arrange¬ 
ment.  James  and  Jennifer  met  in  person  several  times  while 
he  was  incarcerated.  They  married  upon  his  parole. 

Throughout  their  marriage,  James  and  Jennifer  lived  with 
friends  or  family  at  various  residences.  They  had  a  volatile 
marriage,  with  each  of  them  battering  the  other.  Jennifer 
claimed  that  James  bound  her  arms  and  legs  and  raped  her 
anally  within  2  months  of  their  marriage.  According  to  Jen¬ 
nifer,  James  had  a  low  overall  sex  drive  and  initiated  sex  with 
her  less  than  once  a  week.  Jennifer  also  advised  the  investi¬ 
gators  that  James  confided  in  her  that  his  mother  physically 
and  sexually  abused  him. 

James  rarely  worked,  and  when  he  did,  it  was  only  part-time. 

The  longest  period  of  time  that  he  was  able  to  hold  a  job 
was  5  months.  All  of  the  jobs  involved  low-skill  labor.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  his  wife,  Jennifer,  he  enjoyed  watching  horror- 
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Figure  8.12  Torso.  The  torso  was  found  floating  in  a  creek  behind  the  suspect's 
home,  wrapped  in  a  sheet  inside  of  the  afghan.  (Courtesy  of  The  Kansas  Bureau 
of  Investigation.) 

type  movies  and  pornography.  They  moved  from  California 
to  Westmoreland,  KS,  in  1996  so  that  Jennifer,  who  was 
originally  from  Kansas,  could  be  near  her  family 

The  Confession 

On  February  22,  James  Martin  was  reinterviewed  after  au¬ 
thorities  executed  the  search  warrants  and  recovered  a  num¬ 
ber  of  pieces  of  evidence,  including  the  victim’s 
disarticulated  body  and  other  body  parts.  During  this  inter¬ 
view,  Martin  admitted  shooting  the  victim  and  then  provid¬ 
ed  police  with  an  extensive  statement,  which  was  obviously 
self-serving  and  attempted  to  portray  the  innocent  victim 
as  a  willing  participant. 

Author’s  note:  The  author  has  experienced  this  circum¬ 
stance  many  times.  An  offender  will  attempt  to  minimize 
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Figure  8.13  Torso.  The  torso  was  unwrapped  at  the  medical  examiner's  office 
and  identified  as  the  deceased.  (Courtesy  of  The  Kansas  Bureau  of  Investigation.) 


Figure  8.14  Body  parts.  The  suspect  cut  off  the  identifiable  parts  of  the 
woman's  body.  (Courtesy  of  The  Kansas  Bureau  of  Investigation.) 
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his  responsibility  by  blaming  the  victim  or  suggesting  that 
the  victim  encouraged  the  behavior  or  was  a  willing  par¬ 
ticipant  in  the  event.  The  offender  will  then  construct  an 
elaborate  alibi  or  story  that  has  “kernels  of  truth”  inter¬ 
spersed  in  the  story.  These  kernels  of  truth  seemingly  ex¬ 
plain  some  components  of  the  event  and  some  of  the 
evidence  that  the  authorities  uncovered.  However,  when 
placed  in  context,  the  statement  does  not  ring  true  in  its 
entirety.  Many  times,  the  investigator  needs  to  allow  the 
suspect’s  subterfuge  in  order  to  maintain  dialogue  and  at 
least  gain  some  admissions  that  can  be  focused  on  in  sub¬ 
sequent  interrogations. 

Martin  stated  that  he  went  to  the  victim’s  residence  after  she 
arrived  home  from  work.  He  claimed  that  he  was  outside 
playing  “Rambo”  with  his  .22-caliber  rifle  prior  to  going  to 
Rose’s  home.  Martin  claimed  that  once  inside  Rose’s  house, 
they  both  drank  beer  and  smoked  cigarettes  and  talked.  Mar¬ 
tin  claimed  that  Rose  asked  him,  “Do  you  want  to  fuck?” 
after  changing  into  a  negligee.  Martin  claimed  that  Rose 
asked  him  to  tie  her  up.  Martin  stated  he  bound  her  hands 
with  electrical  cord  from  an  iron.  (Note:  This  iron  was  a 
Christmas  gift  from  one  of  her  children  and  was  recovered 
during  the  search,  secreted  in  a  black  plastic  bag.) 

Martin  stated  that  they  then  had  consensual  sexual  inter¬ 
course,  which  did  not  last  long.  According  to  Martin,  he  was 
overcome  with  guilt,  having  violated  his  marriage  vows. 
Martin  stated  that  the  cord  binding  Rose’s  hands  became 
loose,  so  he  then  tied  Rose’s  hands  and  feet  together  and 
placed  a  towel  over  Rose’s  face.  Martin  then  claimed  that  he 
attempted  to  leave  the  residence  but  returned  with  his  rifle 
in  hand  to  the  bedroom  where  Rose  was  bound.  Martin 
stated  that  while  attempting  to  untie  Rose,  the  rifle  acciden¬ 
tally  discharged,  striking  Rose  in  the  head. 

Martin  claimed  that  he  tried  to  save  Rose  to  the  point  of 
performing  CPR.  He  told  the  investigators  that  he  was  afraid 
to  call  the  paramedics,  because  he  thought  that  people  would 
not  believe  him.  He  decided  to  dispose  of  her  body,  but 
claimed  she  was  too  heavy  to  lift.  Martin  stated  that  he  then 
decided  to  dismember  Rose.  He  told  the  investigators  that 
he  used  a  serrated-edged  knife  to  remove  Rose’s  head,  arms, 
and  legs.  Martin  stated  that  he  wrapped  the  torso  in  blankets 
and  used  electrical  cord  to  bind  the  blankets.  He  then  carried 
the  blanket-wrapped  torso  and  threw  it  into  the  creek. 
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Martin  told  the  investigators  that  he  then  returned  to  Rose’s 
residence  and  cleaned  the  house.  Martin  directed  KBI  agents 
to  an  area  behind  the  co-op,  where  he  hid  the  arms  and  legs 
in  a  big  red  bag.  The  location  of  the  co-op  was  approximately 
150  yards  north  of  the  restaurant  where  Martin  worked.  The 
bag  contained  a  black  shirt,  a  car  seat  cover,  and  a  white 
plastic  bag  that  contained  a  fragmented  skull,  scalp,  eye¬ 
brows,  skinned  feet,  skin,  arm  and  leg  bones,  and  leg  flesh. 

Reinterview  and  Confession 

James  Martin  was  reinterviewed  on  February  23  and  24. 
He  was  confronted  with  the  discrepancies  in  his  previous 
statements  as  well  as  the  evidence  the  KBI  agents  and  police 
recovered  and  analyzed.  Martin  acknowledged  that  the  sex 
with  the  victim  was  not  consensual.  However,  he  continued 
to  maintain  that  the  gunshot  was  accidental.  Martin  ex¬ 
plained  that  once  he  determined  that  Rose  was  dead,  he 
needed  to  remove  the  bullet  from  her  head  so  that  it  could 
not  be  traced  back  to  him.  Martin  told  the  investigators 
that  he  put  his  finger  in  the  bullet  wound  but  could  not 
feel  the  bullet. 

Martin  said  that  he  looked  in  Rose’s  mouth  and  could  not 
find  the  bullet.  He  stated  that  he  then  used  a  small  hammer, 
screwdriver,  and  knife  to  make  a  hole  in  her  skull.  He  stated 
that  he  stuck  his  hand  inside  the  victim’s  head  and  tried  to 
find  the  bullet  but  could  only  find  pieces  of  bone.  He  then 
stated  that  he  pulled  the  brains  out  and  placed  them  on  a 
plastic  bag  and  continued  to  look  for  the  bullet  but  could 
not  find  it.  (Note:  It  should  be  noted  that  the  forensic  pa¬ 
thologist  located  bullet  fragments  during  the  autopsy.) 

Martin  stated  that  he  removed  Rose’s  head,  arms,  and  legs 
and  disposed  of  the  torso  as  he  previously  described.  Martin 
told  the  investigators  that  he  used  bleach  to  clean  traces  of 
semen  from  Rose’s  vagina  and  stomach.  Martin  stated  that 
after  he  disposed  of  the  torso,  he  returned  to  the  victim’s 
residence  and  carried  the  other  body  parts  back  to  his  resi¬ 
dence  using  the  kitchen  trash  can.  He  then  returned  to  Rose’s 
house  and  cleaned  the  residence  using  bleach  and  a  mop. 
Martin  stated  that  he  hid  the  trash  can  containing  the  body 
parts  next  to  the  air-conditioning  unit  outside  his  residence. 
He  told  the  investigators  that  he  then  entered  his  residence, 
took  a  bath,  and  went  to  bed  at  approximately  5:00  a.m. 
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Figure  8.15  Flesh.  The  suspect  cut  the  victim's  flesh  from  the  bones.  (Courtesy 
of  The  Kansas  Bureau  of  Investigation.) 

Martin  stated  that  he  awoke  about  5  hours  later.  He  said  that 
his  wife,  Jennifer,  returned  to  the  residence  but  then  left  again 
at  approximately  1:00  p.m.  to  go  to  work.  Martin  stated  that 
he  brought  the  remaining  body  parts  into  his  residence  and 
sectioned  them  into  smaller  pieces,  as  he  attempted  to  re¬ 
move  identifiable  parts  and  accelerate  decomposition  by  re¬ 
moving  the  skin  tissue  from  the  bones.  He  told  the  police 
that  he  finished  sectioning  the  body  between  2:30  and  3:30 
p.m.  (Figure  8.15). 

Martin  told  the  investigators  that  he  noticed  people  in  Rose’s 
yard  and  knew  that  they  were  looking  for  her.  So,  he  returned 
to  the  creek  where  he  had  taken  the  torso  and  put  it  in  the 
water  and  held  it  under  some  tree  roots  with  a  rock.  Martin 
then  returned  to  his  residence  and  cleaned  the  kitchen  area 
with  Joy  dishwashing  soap  and  Pine-Sol®  cleaner.  Martin 
also  advised  the  investigators  that  he  was  arrested  approxi¬ 
mately  30  minutes  after  he  placed  the  big  red  bag  behind 
the  co-op. 

Disposition 

Martin  pled  guilty  to  capital  murder  and  burglary.  In  return 
for  his  guilty  plea,  the  state  of  Kansas  agreed  not  to  seek  the 
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death  penalty.  lames  Martin  was  sentenced  to  40  years  for 
the  capital  murder  charge  and  102  months  for  the  burglary. 

The  sentences  were  to  run  consecutively. 
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Case  History  —  Rape-Murder:  High-Risk  Victim 

On  fune  30,  an  unidentified  victim’s  body  was  found  buried 
on  a  beach.  A  passerby,  who  was  walking  with  her  child, 
observed  a  woman’s  hand  sticking  out  of  the  sand  and 
called  police.  Detectives  observed  two  human  hands  stick¬ 
ing  out  of  the  sand.  The  hands  appeared  to  be  those  of  a 
white  female.  A  large  Dunkin’  Donuts®  coffee  cup,  which 
seemed  relatively  clean,  was  located  approximately  2  feet 
away.  There  were  fresh  tire  impressions  in  the  sand  near  to 
where  the  body  was  buried.  Apparently,  someone  had  re¬ 
cently  driven  onto  the  beach.  There  were  also  footwear 
impressions  around  the  gravesite.  The  grave  appeared  to 
have  been  dug  sometime  after  a  rainstorm,  because  the  sand 
around  the  grave  was  loose.  The  sand  outside  this  area  was 
packed  down  by  rain.  The  scene  was  photographed  and 
sketched.  When  the  medical  examiner  arrived,  authorities 
began  to  exhume  the  body.  In  accordance  with  the  recom¬ 
mendations  of  Geberth  (1996),  all  of  the  sand  was  removed 
from  the  grave  for  sifting,  and  the  body  was  removed  and 
placed  on  a  sterile  white  sheet  before  transporting  to  the 
morgue. 

The  body  was  that  of  a  white  female,  with  brown  hair  and  a 
thin  build,  who  was  dressed  in  a  reddish  satin-type  dress, 
white  panty  hose,  bra,  and  high  heel  shoes.  She  was  approx¬ 
imately  30  years  old.  It  appeared  that  she  had  been  beaten 
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about  the  face  and  head.  There  were  markings  on  her  neck 
area  as  well  as  blunt  force  trauma  to  the  head.  There  were 
also  defense-type  wounds  on  her  hands  and  arms.  Authori¬ 
ties,  who  sifted  through  the  sand,  recovered  three  press-on 
fingernails  similar  to  the  victim’s  other  nails.  They  also  re¬ 
covered  a  clump  of  human  hair  consistent  with  the  victim 
and  a  Ramsey  brand  condom  wrapper. 

The  decedent  sustained  multiple  wounds  and  abrasions  to 
the  face,  head,  arms,  and  hands  caused  by  hatchet,  shovel, 
spade,  or  ax-type  instrument.  There  were  six  chopping 
wounds.  The  cause  of  death  was  brain  injury  due  to  sharp 
force  trauma  to  the  head.  There  was  also  an  incised  wound 
to  the  victim’s  back,  consistent  with  sexual  sadism.  The  rape 
kit  was  positive.  There  was  also  vaginal  trauma.  The  stomach 
contents  indicated  that  the  victim  was  killed  within  3  hours 
of  her  last  meal,  which  placed  the  event  around  midnight. 
The  victim  was  apparently  still  alive  when  buried.  The  au¬ 
thorities  found  sand  in  the  victim’s  mouth.  The  victim’s 
panty  hose  were  ripped  in  the  crotch  area,  and  her  bra  was 
not  hooked  properly  in  the  back. 

Police  were  notified  that  a  man  reported  that  his  wife  Kendra 
was  missing.  Police  were  dispatched  to  take  a  report.  They 
interviewed  the  husband  and  another  male,  who  stated  that 
he  was  Kendra’s  boyfriend  and  Kendra  was  supposed  to 
meet  him  there.  This  case  was  certainly  taking  on  a  few 
twists.  The  husband  stated  that  his  wife  had  gone  on  a  “date” 
with  another  male  named  “Gary.”  Apparently,  the  husband 
knew  that  his  wife  would  make  dates  with  men  through  the 
personal  ads  in  the  local  newspaper,  and  he  did  not  object 
(Figure  8.16  and  Figure  8.17). 

The  Suspect 

Gary  was  located  by  investigators  and  interviewed.  He  told 
detectives  that  he  met  Kendra  about  a  month  earlier 
through  her  personal  ads.  He  stated  they  were  supposed  to 
meet  on  June  29,  but  Kendra  canceled.  He  signed  a  consent 
form  to  search  his  auto.  He  then  gave  a  statement.  However, 
subsequent  statements  by  Gary  indicated  that  he  used  his 
mother’s  auto.  He  then  changed  his  story.  He  said  that  he 
met  Kendra  that  night,  and  they  had  sexual  intercourse. 
He  stated  that  he  killed  her  by  mistake  after  they  had  an 
argument. 
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Figure  8.16  Hand.  The  victim's  hand  was  sticking  out  from  the  sand.  She  had 
been  buried  alive.  (Courtesy  of  Detective  Corporal  Arthur  Clark,  East  Providence, 
Rhode  Island  Police  Department.) 

Gary  agreed  to  take  the  investigators  to  the  location  where 
he  had  disposed  of  the  blanket,  the  shovel,  and  other  evi¬ 
dence.  Detectives  recovered  this  additional  material,  which 
linked  him  to  the  crime.  After  the  detectives  searched  his  car 
and  recovered  the  items  he  had  disposed  of,  Gary  gave  a  full 
statement  to  the  police  regarding  the  murder  of  Kendra. 

Detectives  recovered  blood,  hairs,  fibers,  and  sand  from  the 
blanket  that  the  suspect  used.  The  victim’s  blood  was  on  the 
recovered  shovel.  The  suspect’s  auto  was  searched.  Addition¬ 
al  blood  and  sand  were  recovered,  along  with  a  napkin  from 
the  Dunkin’  Donuts  shop  where  he  bought  the  coffee. 

Disposition 

The  subject  was  charged  with  Murder,  First  Degree.  He  was 
sentenced  to  a  life  without  parole  finding  because  torture 
and  aggravated  battery  were  inflicted  upon  the  victim  (Au¬ 
thor’s  files). 
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Figure  8.17  Victim's  body.  The  victim  was  sexually  assaulted  and  struck  in 
the  head  with  a  shovel.  She  was  still  alive  when  the  offender  buried  her  on  the 
beach.  (Courtesy  of  Detective  Corporal  Arthur  Clark,  East  Providence,  Rhode 
Island  Police  Department.) 

Case  History  —  Gang  Rape-Murder 

Case  Facts 

On  Tuesday,  June  23,  at  approximately  6:10  p.m.,  a  farmer 
tending  his  fields  discovered  the  body  of  a  female.  The  body 
had  been  wrapped  in  white  plastic  garbage  bags  and  was  left 
under  a  culvert  in  Bloomington,  which  is  a  rural  area  of 
McLean  County,  IL.  The  farmer  initially  thought  someone 
had  dumped  garbage  on  his  property.  When  he  drove  over 
to  the  culvert  and  looked  more  closely,  he  saw  the  chest  of 
a  female,  who  also  had  been  hog-tied  and  wrapped  in  plastic 
bags.  He  immediately  notified  county  police. 

Police  Response 

McLean  County  Police  responded  and  met  the  witness  at  the 
culvert.  They  secured  the  crime  scene  and  notified  detectives 
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to  respond.  It  was  ascertained  that  the  witness  was  the  only 
person  to  have  entered  the  area  beneath  the  culvert.  He  had 
not  touched  anything  or  disturbed  the  scene  other  than  to 
walk  close  enough  to  observe  that  the  plastic  bags  contained 
a  human  body.  The  initial  hypothesis  on  the  part  of  the 
investigators  was  that  possibly  a  trucker,  or  a  serial  killer, 
dumped  the  body  along  this  rural  route. 

The  rationale  for  this  hypothesis  was  that  Bloomington  is 
located  halfway  between  Chicago  and  the  city  of  St.  Louis, 
MO,  and  is  a  truck  route.  Also,  the  detectives  had  investigated 
several  homicides  that  occurred  in  these  two  cities,  and  the 
bodies  had  been  dumped  in  this  county. 

Description  of  the  Crime  Scene 

Detective  Mike  Essig  was  assigned  as  the  primary  detective 
on  this  case,  assisted  by  Detectives  David  Deerwester  and 
Howard  Springer.  The  female  body  had  been  wrapped  in 
white  plastic  bags.  One  bag  covered  the  head  of  the  victim, 
and  another  covered  the  lower  extremities  of  the  body.  The 
chest  area  was  exposed,  and  one  could  observe  three  stab 
wounds  to  the  middle  of  the  chest.  A  fluorescent  green  shoe¬ 
lace  was  used  as  a  ligature  to  bind  the  ankles  together,  pull 
the  victim’s  feet  back  to  her  buttocks;  and  then  from  the 
ankles,  the  ligature  was  secured  around  the  victim’s  neck. 
The  ligature  was  tied  on  the  outside  of  the  garbage  bags. 
Detective  Essig  requested  the  Illinois  State  Crime  Scene  Unit 
to  respond  to  assist  in  processing  the  scene.  After  Technician 
Ed  Kallal  photographed  the  scene,  the  three  investigators 
examined  the  body  and  the  immediate  area.  When  the  plastic 
bag  covering  the  head  was  removed,  the  investigators  found 
a  woman’s  shoe  with  blood  on  the  toe  and  side. 

Lying  outside  of  the  bag  were  two  used  condoms.  Detective 
Essig  observed  that  the  other  bag,  which  covered  the  victim’s 
lower  torso,  had  a  hole  punched  through  the  bag  at  the  loca¬ 
tion  of  the  victim’s  vagina,  and  he  could  see  white  plastic 
stuck  in  the  victim’s  vagina.  When  the  body  was  turned  over, 
the  detectives  observed  a  pair  of  panties  with  a  flower  pattern 
lying  midway  between  the  victim’s  waist  and  head.  The  body 
was  nude,  and  no  other  clothing  was  found  at  the  scene.  Also, 
beneath  the  body  was  an  empty  blue  Trojan  condom  wrapper. 

Detectives  observed  what  appeared  to  be  knee  impressions 
on  the  east  side  of  the  body,  and  a  small  indentation  at  the 
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Figure  8.18  Dumped  body.  The  victim  was  discovered  under  a  bridge  of  a 
highway  within  a  rural  area  in  McLean  County,  IL.  This  particular  highway  served 
as  a  truck  route  between  Chicago  and  St.  Louis.  At  first,  authorities  felt  they 
were  dealing  with  a  serial  killer  due  to  the  location  of  discovery.  This  location 
was  obviously  a  disposal  site.  The  body  was  hog-tied  and  bound  in  plastic  bags, 
and  there  were  two  used  condoms  found  at  the  location  of  discovery.  An  exam¬ 
ination  of  the  body  indicated  that  there  was  a  hole  in  the  plastic  bags  in  the  area 
of  the  perineum  of  the  victim.  It  appeared  that  the  offender(s)  had  sexual  inter¬ 
course  with  the  victim's  body  after  she  was  bound.  (Courtesy  of  Detective  Mike 
Essig,  McLean  County  Sheriff's  Department,  Bloomington,  IL.) 


buttocks  of  the  body,  indicating  that  the  soil  had  been  pushed 
away  from  the  body.  Soil  samples  were  taken.  It  should  be 
noted  that  the  space  below  the  culvert  was  not  high  enough 
for  a  person  to  stand  (Figure  8.18  and  Figure  8.19). 

At  the  foot  of  the  body,  there  were  several  leaves,  which  were 
later  identified  by  the  Biology  Department  at  Illinois  State 
University  (ISU)  to  be  Common  Burdock  weed  ( Arctium 
Minumus).  The  leaves  were  collected  because  there  did  not 
appear  to  be  any  other  plants  of  this  type  at  the  scene.  It  was 
the  opinion  of  the  investigators  that  these  leaves  were  trace 
evidence  and  probably  had  been  transported  to  this  location 
along  with  the  body. 

It  was  apparent  to  the  investigators  that  the  victim  had  been 
killed  elsewhere  and  dumped  into  the  culvert.  Several  pubic 
hairs,  fuzz  leaves,  and  other  microscopic  evidence  were  col¬ 
lected  for  laboratory  analysis. 
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Figure  8.19  Body  at  autopsy.  There  was  evidence  of  multiple  stabbing  to  the 
chest  area,  which  is  consistent  with  sex-related  homicides.  (Courtesy  of  Detective 
Mike  Essig,  McLean  County  Sheriff's  Department,  Bloomington,  IL.) 

Also  found  at  the  scene  was  a  large  beige-colored  purse  with 
embroidery  on  the  front.  Inside  the  purse,  the  investigators 
retrieved  several  forms  of  identification.  There  was  a  pass¬ 
port  issued  from  the  Republic  of  Korea  to  a  woman  the 
author  will  name  “Sue.”  The  passport  was  issued  at  Seoul, 

Korea,  and  indicated  a  residence  in  the  United  States.  This 
passport  contained  a  photograph.  There  was  also  a  Resident 
Alien  Card  with  a  photograph  issued  to  “Sue”  ( name  with¬ 
held)  and  a  U.S.  Military  I.D.  issued  to  “Sue.”  This  showed 
the  cardholder  to  be  4’8”,  90  pounds,  with  the  same  date  of 
birth.  The  I.D.  also  indicated  that  the  sponsor  of  this  person 
was  a  U.S.  Army  Sergeant.  (Investigation  later  revealed  him 
to  be  “Sue’s”  ex-husband.)  In  addition,  there  was  another 
form  of  identification.  A  uniform  vehicle  law  citation  issued 
from  the  State  of  Michigan  to  “Sue”  on  June  18  at  0725  hours 
by  a  Michigan  State  Trooper  for  “Pedestrian  on  a  Freeway.” 

This  citation  indicated  that  she  had  been  in  Michigan  5  days 
earlier.  Other  items  in  the  purse  included  notebooks,  make¬ 
up,  and  a  bar  of  soap.  No  money  or  credit  cards  were  found 
in  the  purse.  The  items  of  identification  were  held  as  evi¬ 
dence,  and  the  purse  was  sent  to  the  laboratory  for  latent 
print  follow-up. 
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Upon  completing  the  crime  scene  process,  Detective  Essig 
directed  that  a  deputy  be  assigned  to  conduct  surveillance  of 
the  scene  and  record  all  vehicle  traffic  and  interest  in  the  area 
of  the  crime  scene  by  anyone. 

This  is  standard  procedure  according  to  Geberth  (1996).  Whenever 
the  investigation  involves  a  body  that  has  been  dumped  at  a  remote 
location,  the  authorities,  upon  completing  the  crime  scene  process, 
should  assign  officers  to  maintain  surveillance  on  the  location.  Many 
times,  the  offender  feels  the  need  to  return  to  the  scene  to  ascertain 
whether  or  not  the  body  has  been  discovered  and  to  ensure  that  there  is 
no  evidence  at  the  scene  that  could  possibly  be  used  to  identify  him. 

Investigative  Considerations 

After  establishing  a  possible  identification  from  the  materials 
found  in  the  beige  purse,  an  alarm  was  dispatched  county¬ 
wide  for  any  information  regarding  “Sue.”  Bloomington  Po¬ 
lice  immediately  responded  that  they  had  contact  with  this 
person,  who  was  transported  by  local  police  to  the  Home 
Sweet  Home  Mission  on  June  22  at  approximately  9:00  p.m. 
by  police.  Detective  Essig  directed  the  officer  to  meet  him  at 
the  morgue  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  this  was  the  same 
person.  The  police  officer  identified  the  body  as  “Sue,”  the 
person  he  took  to  the  Mission  on  June  22.  The  police  officer 
stated  he  was  dispatched  to  the  Pilot  Truck  Stop  in  response 
to  a  woman  wearing  only  a  tee-shirt  for  a  dress.  Employees 
at  Pilot  advised  the  officer  that  a  trucker  had  dropped  “Sue” 
off  at  the  truck  stop  after  picking  her  up  hitchhiking  in 
Chicago.  The  trucker  also  told  the  employees  that  “Sue”  told 
him  that  she  was  going  to  Miami,  FL. 

At  this  point  in  the  investigation,  it  appeared  that  the  victim 
was  a  transient,  who  received  a  summons  for  hitchhiking  in 
Michigan.  She  had  been  hitchhiking  in  the  Chicago  area  and 
apparently  had  been  picked  up  in  the  county  and  dumped 
in  Bloomington. 

Victimology 

Detective  Essig  made  contact  with  the  victim’s  ex-husband, 

“John”  ( not  his  real  name),  who  was  visibly  upset,  and  who 
provided  the  investigator  with  the  following  information.  He 
stated  that  he  met  “Sue”  while  he  was  in  the  service  stationed 
in  Korea.  “Sue”  came  back  with  him  to  the  United  States 
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when  his  tour  of  duty  ended.  He  told  Detective  Essig  they 
were  married  approximately  8  lh  years  and  had  a  9-year-old 
son  from  this  marriage.  They  were  divorced  a  year  earlier. 
He  also  stated  that  his  last  contact  with  “Sue”  was  in  January. 
“John”  went  on  to  state  that  “Sue”  was  not  happy  in  this 
country  and  wanted  to  return  to  Korea.  He  stated  that  “Sue” 
was  heavily  involved  in  the  Korean  church  and  made  a  lot 
of  friends.  However,  toward  the  end  of  their  marriage,  she 
went  through  several  religious  changes,  she  was  sour  toward 
people,  she  did  not  trust  a  lot  of  people,  and  she  became 
stubborn  and  did  not  want  to  talk  to  people.  “John”  told  the 
detective  that  “Sue”  would  wear  a  lot  of  make-up  and  stated, 
“She  couldn’t  grasp  the  concept  of  a  ‘little  went  a  long  ways’.” 
He  also  advised  the  detective  that  he  did  not  believe  that 
“Sue”  used  any  drugs,  but  she  had  been  arrested  twice  for 
DUI  after  their  divorce. 

Investigation  and  interviews  revealed  that  the  deceased  was 
living  as  a  homeless  transient.  She  was  reportedly  suffering 
mental  and  emotional  problems  and  apparently  sustaining 
herself  through  prostitution  at  truck  stops.  She  carried  all  of 
her  possessions  in  the  cloth  bag  that  police  recovered  at  the 
crime  scene. 

Autopsy 

On  June  23,  a  medical  examination  was  conducted  on  the 
deceased.  The  medical  examiner  determined  that  the  victim 
had  been  stabbed  eight  times.  One  wound  penetrated  the 
heart,  two  wounds  penetrated  the  heart  and  lungs,  three 
pierced  the  lungs,  and  four  penetrated  the  stomach  and  pan¬ 
creas.  The  body  also  bore  shallow  puncture  wounds  from 
the  point  of  a  knife,  described  as  “torture”-type  wounds. 
Anal,  vaginal,  and  oral  swab  samples  were  taken,  and  pubic, 
body,  and  head  hair  samples  were  collected.  Two  separate 
white  plastic  bags,  which  had  been  jammed  into  the  victim’s 
vagina,  were  removed  from  the  victim. 

Preliminary  Investigation  into  Victim’s  Activities 

On  Wednesday,  June  24,  Detectives  Essig  and  Deerwester 
went  to  the  Home  Sweet  Home  Mission  in  Bloomington  to 
interview  the  case  manager  who  was  on  duty  when  “Sue” 
was  brought  to  the  mission.  The  manager  told  the  detectives 
he  attempted  to  find  out  what  specific  needs  “Sue”  required 
and  provided  her  with  two  pairs  of  dark  jeans  and  a  tan- 
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colored  jacket.  She  provided  her  military  identification  and 
explained  that  her  sponsor,  identified  as  “John,”  was  her  ex- 
husband.  She  was  requested  to  register  at  the  mission  but 
declined  the  offer.  Instead,  “Sue”  requested  directions  to  get 
back  to  the  truck  stop. 

While  “Sue”  was  at  the  Mission,  she  met  a  male  identified 
as  Tarone  Smith  {fictional ).  The  detectives  were  able  to  es¬ 
tablish  that  Smith  was  possibly  the  last  person  to  see  her 
alive  on  June  22.  Smith  was  identified  as  a  known  sex  of¬ 
fender  with  a  recent  history  of  mental  illness.  He  was  also 
homeless  and  stayed  at  the  mission  as  a  part-time  resident. 
When  he  was  not  at  the  mission,  he  stayed  in  an  abandoned 
house  in  Bloomington. 

There  were  several  leaves  at  the  crime  scene,  which  were 
later  identified  by  the  Biology  Department  as  ISU  to  be 
Common  Burdock  weed  {Arctium  Minumus).  When  the  de¬ 
tectives  checked  the  yard  of  the  abandoned  house  where 
Smith  was  staying,  they  found  this  particular  leaf  growing 
all  over  the  yard.  A  search  warrant  was  secured  to  search 
this  premises.  However,  the  actual  killing  site  could  not  be 
established.  The  suspect  Smith  was  located  and  brought  to 
the  Sheriff’s  Department  for  questioning.  He  denied  leaving 
with  “Sue”  or  bringing  her  to  the  abandoned  house,  stating 
he  only  talked  to  her.  He  was  then  released  and  placed  under 
24-hour  surveillance. 

On  Thursday  morning,  June  25,  a  witness  reported  to  po¬ 
lice  that  she  saw  the  victim  on  Tuesday  morning  at  approx¬ 
imately  8:00  a.m.  in  downtown  Bloomington.  This  witness 
stated  that  she  saw  “Sue”  get  into  a  pickup  truck  driven  by 
a  white  male.  They  then  drove  out  of  town.  They  were 
heading  in  the  direction  of  Hudson,  IL,  which  is  a  small 
town  just  west  of  Bloomington.  Incidentally,  there  was  a 
carnival  in  this  town.  The  witness  stated  that  she  could 
identify  the  truck  and  the  driver  of  the  truck.  Several  de¬ 
tectives  were  sent  to  the  carnival  with  a  description  of  the 
truck  and  driver.  The  detectives  reported  that  they  found 
the  vehicle  and  the  driver,  a  “Carney”  identified  as  John 
Waldo  fictional).  They  also  discovered  that  fluorescent 
green  shoelaces,  like  the  ones  used  to  bind  “Sue,”  were  sold 
at  the  carnival.  Waldo  was  brought  to  the  Sheriff’s  Depart¬ 
ment  for  questioning,  as  search  warrants  were  secured  for 
his  truck  and  trailer.  Detective  Essig  established  that  Waldo 
stayed  at  a  local  motel  on  Monday  evening.  The  police 
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searched  this  premises  as  well  for  any  evidence.  While 
searching  the  suspect’s  trailer,  Detective  Essig  found  a  wal¬ 
let  belonging  to  Waldo.  This  wallet  contained  several  sem¬ 
inude  pictures  of  Asian  women.  Waldo  told  the  detectives 
that  the  women  in  the  photographs  were  Korean  women 
and  stated  that  his  father  was  in  the  Korean  War.  This 
suspect  also  had  an  extensive  criminal  record,  which  in¬ 
cluded  sex  crimes. 

As  with  Smith,  Waldo  certainly  appeared  to  be  a  viable  sus¬ 
pect.  This  was  based  on  the  evasiveness  of  his  answers,  com¬ 
pounded  by  the  circumstantial  nature  of  the  fluorescent 
shoelaces,  which  were  sold  at  the  carnival.  These  facts,  plus 
the  information  reported  by  the  eyewitness,  who  saw  him 
accompanying  the  victim,  made  him  appear  to  be  a  possible 
suspect.  Waldo  was  questioned  for  several  hours  and  given 
a  polygraph,  which  he  passed.  However,  both  gentlemen 
remained  suspects. 

Break  in  the  Case 

Detective  Essig  and  his  team  concentrated  their  efforts  on 
these  two  suspects.  However,  a  phone  call  on  Saturday  morn¬ 
ing,  June  27,  changed  the  entire  course  of  the  investigation. 
A  local  attorney  called  the  State’s  Attorney’s  Office  and  ad¬ 
vised  that  he  was  representing  a  22-year-old  young  man 
named  William  ( last  name  withheld).  William  was  a  witness 
to  a  homicide.  The  attorney  was  going  to  bring  his  client  in 
to  the  Sheriff’s  Department  to  give  a  statement. 

Before  providing  the  detectives  with  a  statement,  William 
was  advised  of  his  Miranda  Rights  in  the  presence  of  his 
attorney.  William  would  become  a  state’s  witness  and  not  be 
prosecuted  for  his  involvement  in  concealing  the  crime  in 
return  for  his  cooperation.  Ironically,  the  offenders  were  not 
hardened  criminal  types  usually  associated  with  brutal  sexual 
assaults  but,  in  fact,  came  from  upstanding  families  and  were 
students  at  Illinois  State  University. 

According  to  the  witness,  the  victim  was  killed  to  cover  up 
a  gang  rape  at  a  fraternity  house  in  Normal,  IL.  The  suspects 
were  identified  as  Jeffrey  Glen  Whitehead,  male,  white,  23 
years  old,  who  was  the  actual  stabber;  Kevin  Rittenhouse, 
male,  white,  22  years  of  age;  and  Shaun  Chaszar,  male,  white, 
20  years  of  age. 
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Witness  Statement  of  Events 

William  stated  that  on  Monday  night,  June  22,  at  about  8:45 
p.m.,  he  picked  up  Rittenhouse.  They  went  to  a  bar  in  Bloom¬ 
ington.  While  at  the  bar,  Whitehead  showed  up  at  approxi¬ 
mately  11:00-11:30  p.m.  At  about  11:30  p.m.,  Whitehead  and 
Rittenhouse  went  to  another  bar  in  Whitehead’s  red  Camaro. 
In  the  interim,  William,  who  was  given  a  key  to  Whitehead’s 
residence  at  408  N.  School  Street,  went  to  get  a  12-pack  of 
beer.  William  stated  that  when  he  arrived  at  12:45  p.m.,  June 
23,  Whitehead’s  roommate  “Mike”  was  home.  Mike  worked 
nights  and  was  about  to  get  ready  for  work. 

At  approximately  1:15  a.m.,  Rittenhouse  and  Whitehead  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  location  with  an  Asian  woman.  He  was  intro¬ 
duced  to  the  woman  who  was  wearing  a  blue  skirt  and  tan 
jacket.  William  stated  that  they  talked  for  a  while,  and  then 
he  and  Rittenhouse  left  and  went  to  Chaszar’s  house  on  Fell 
Street.  William  stated  that  when  they  arrived,  Chaszar  was 
there  with  his  roommate  “Eddie.”  He  stated  that  he  stayed 
and  talked  with  “Eddie,”  while  Rittenhouse  told  Chaszar  that 
there  was  an  Asian  woman  at  the  School  Street  apartment. 
Chaszar  and  Rittenhouse  then  left  to  go  to  Whitehead’s  house 
on  School  Street,  while  William  and  Eddie  continued  their 
conversation.  William  stated  he  was  at  the  Fell  Street  location 
for  at  least  an  hour.  (This  was  later  verified  through  police 
interviews  of  other  persons  who  were  present.)  William  told 
Detective  Essig  that  he  returned  to  the  School  Street  location. 

When  he  entered  the  house  through  the  rear  door,  he  was 
met  by  Rittenhouse,  who  told  him:  “They  are  doing  her,  they 
are  raping  her.”  Rittenhouse  then  shut  and  locked  the  door. 
William  stated  that  he  told  Rittenhouse  that  he  was  going  to 
leave  because  he  did  not  want  anything  to  do  with  what  was 
going  on.  According  to  William,  Rittenhouse  told  him  that 
he  was  not  going  anywhere  and  to  be  “cool.”  They  would 
take  care  of  it.  Rittenhouse  also  told  William  that  he  could 
not  leave  and  had  to  stay,  because  he  (William)  was  Ritten- 
house’s  ride  home. 

William  stated  that  while  he  and  Rittenhouse  were  in  the 
kitchen,  Chaszar  came  out  of  “Mike’s”  bedroom  and  asked 
for  a  rubber.  William  had  one  in  his  wallet,  and  he  gave  it 
to  him.  William  stated  that  he  insisted  that  Rittenhouse  go 
into  the  bedroom  and  make  Whitehead  and  Chaszar  stop 
what  they  were  doing  and  get  rid  of  the  woman.  According 
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to  William,  Rittenhouse  stated,  “OK,”  and  then  went  into  the 
bedroom.  Rittenhouse  came  back  out  and  said  they  would 
get  rid  of  her  as  soon  as  Chaszar  finished.  William  stated  he 
did  not  see  what  was  going  on  and  sat  down  in  the  living 
room.  He  stated  that  from  where  he  was  sitting,  he  could 
hear  the  woman  moaning  and  saying  “no.”  William  also  stat¬ 
ed  to  the  detectives  that  he  heard  Chaszar  tell  the  woman, 
“get  on  your  knees.” 

Chaszar  also  reportedly  gave  other  sexual  commands.  Will¬ 
iam  stated  that  at  this  time  all  three  men  (Rittenhouse, 
Chaszar,  and  Whitehead)  were  in  the  room.  William  stated 
he  thought  Rittenhouse  had  gone  into  the  room  twice  but 
did  not  remember  whether  or  not  Rittenhouse  was  turning 
the  lights  on  and  off. 

After  the  second  time  Rittenhouse  went  into  the  bedroom, 
he  came  out  and  told  him  that  the  victim  was  dead.  Ritten¬ 
house  told  William:  “It’s  done,  its  over,  she  is  dead.” 

William  stated  he  got  up  off  the  couch  and  headed  for  the 
kitchen  door  and  said  he  was  going  to  leave.  William  stated 
that  Rittenhouse  stopped  him  and  told  him  he  could  not  leave. 

At  this  time,  according  to  William,  he  was  walking  around 
in  a  dazed  condition.  William  said  the  offenders  were  trying 
to  decide  what  to  do  next,  and  this  was  when  William  first 
observed  “Sue.”  William  stated  he  saw  “Sue”  lying  on  the 
couch  nude,  and  Whitehead  walked  by  him  with  blood  on 
his  hands.  At  this  point,  according  to  William,  everyone  was 
trying  to  figure  out  what  to  do.  William  stated  that  he  did 
not  actually  see  Whitehead  with  a  knife;  however,  he  saw  the 
bag  the  murder  weapon  was  in.  William  stated  that  he  be¬ 
lieved  that  the  murder  weapon  was  a  butterfly  knife  that  he 
had  seen  in  Whitehead’s  possession  in  the  past. 

William  stated  that  the  only  time  he  saw  “Sue”  after  she  was 
killed  was  when  her  body  was  on  the  couch  and  everyone 
was  trying  to  decide  what  to  do.  William  stated  he  did  not 
see  her  bound.  He  stated  that  he  was  told  to  get  garbage  bags. 
He  ran  upstairs  to  another  apartment  and  grabbed  a  handful 
of  garbage  bags.  He  stated  that  when  he  got  downstairs, 
Whitehead  and  Chaszar  were  getting  dressed  and  everyone 
was  still,  “kind  of  fumbling  around.”  At  this  point,  someone 
moved  “Sue”  to  the  floor.  William  handed  the  garbage  bags 
to  someone,  he  did  not  recall  whom,  and  he  left  the  room. 
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William  stated  he  emptied  a  large  garbage  can  that  was  used 
to  hold  a  keg  of  beer.  William  stated  he  saw  Whitehead  and 
Chaszar  putting  “Sue”  in  garbage  bags  and  then  putting  her 
into  the  garbage  can.  According  to  William,  Whitehead  and 
Chaszar  then  carried  the  garbage  can  with  “Sue’s”  body  out 
of  the  apartment  and  put  the  can  in  the  back  of  Whitehead’s 
red  Camaro.  Whitehead  and  Chaszar  then  left  with  the  body 
to  get  rid  of  it. 

William  stated  that  he  and  Rittenhouse  were  left  at  the  apart¬ 
ment  to  clean  up  what  was  left  and  pick  up  other  evidence. 
He  stated  that  this  other  evidence  included  items  that  had 
blood  on  them.  William  explained  that  these  items  included 
a  cushion  off  the  couch,  the  murder  weapon,  and  some  of 
the  victim’s  clothes. 

William  stated  that  after  they  gathered  the  evidence,  he  and 
Rittenhouse  returned  to  Rittenhouse’s  residence  on  Lincoln 
Street.  According  to  William,  when  they  got  back,  Ritten¬ 
house  went  into  the  garbage  and  picked  up  some  old  beer 
cans.  He  threw  them  around  the  backyard  and  also  put  out 
some  lawn  chairs  to  make  it  appear  that  they  returned  from 
the  bar  and  were  “partying”  in  the  backyard. 

William  stated  that  this  was  the  alibi  they  were  going  to  tell 
“Amy,”  who  was  Rittenhouse’s  girlfriend.  Amy  lived  with  him 
at  the  Lincoln  Street  address.  They  then  went  into  the  house 
and  slept  on  the  living  room  floor. 

According  to  William,  the  next  day  he  pulled  his  car  around 
to  the  driveway  of  Rittenhouse’s  garage.  They  took  the  evi¬ 
dence  out  of  the  trunk  of  his  car,  and  he  and  Rittenhouse 
put  the  evidence  upstairs  in  Rittenhouse’s  garage.  Later  that 
day,  William  stated  that  he  and  Rittenhouse  went  back  to 
Whitehead’s  apartment  to  ask  what  Whitehead  and  Chaszar 
had  done  with  the  body.  Whitehead  stated  they  got  rid  of 
the  body  somewhere  northwest  of  Normal.  William  stated 
that  he,  Whitehead,  and  Rittenhouse  went  out  to  get  some¬ 
thing  to  eat  and  then  went  to  another  location  to  play  vol¬ 
leyball.  William  told  the  detectives  that  while  they  were 
playing  volleyball,  “Mike,”  Whitehead’s  roommate,  showed 
up  and  started  yelling  at  Rittenhouse  and  Whitehead.  He 
wanted  to  know  who  messed  up  his  apartment  by  leaving 
clothes  on  the  floor,  who  broke  the  door  to  his  room,  where 
some  of  his  clothes  were,  and  who  stole  his  cushions.  Rit¬ 
tenhouse  made  up  some  sort  of  story  and  promised  to  take 
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care  of  everything.  William  stated  that  when  he,  Rittenhouse, 
and  Whitehead  went  back  to  Whitehead’s  apartment,  some¬ 
one  saw  some  of  Sue’s  clothes  on  the  floor.  William  stated 
that  Whitehead  picked  up  the  clothes,  put  them  into  a  paper 
bag,  and  dropped  the  bag  in  a  dumpster  located  down  the 
alley  from  the  School  Street  apartment. 

William  stated  that  as  he  was  getting  ready  to  leave,  White- 
head  was  telling  him  and  Rittenhouse  that  the  body  was  not 
hidden  very  well,  and  plans  were  being  made  to  return  to 
the  crime  scene  and  bury  the  body.  Later  that  day,  Tuesday, 
June  23,  Rittenhouse  and  Whitehead  went  to  William’s 
house.  They  stayed  a  while  before  leaving  to  get  shovels  to 
bury  the  body.  William  estimated  that  Whitehead  and  Rit¬ 
tenhouse  left  his  house  around  9:00  p.m. 

William  stated  that  he  did  not  see  Whitehead  or  Rittenhouse 
until  Wednesday,  June  24.  Rittenhouse  showed  William  the 
newspaper  article.  He  was  burning  evidence  and  sweeping 
up  the  garage.  Rittenhouse  then  told  him  that  when  they 
went  back  to  bury  the  body,  they  could  not  because  an  un¬ 
marked  police  unit  followed  them. 

This  information  proved  interesting  and  was  corroborated 
by  the  fact  that  an  unmarked  police  unit  had  been  detailed 
to  conduct  surveillance  of  the  scene  and  record  all  vehicle 
traffic  and  interest  in  the  area  of  the  crime  scene  by  anyone. 
That  evening,  a  deputy,  who  reported  the  incident,  observed 
a  red  Camaro  with  California  plates  occupied  by  three  white 
males  in  the  area  of  the  crime  scene. 

According  to  William,  Rittenhouse  told  him  that  he  had  to 
take  the  rest  of  the  evidence  and  get  rid  of  it.  William  stated 
that  Rittenhouse  was  holding  a  bag,  which  William  believed 
contained  the  victim’s  purse  and  the  murder  weapon.  Will¬ 
iam  stated  that  Rittenhouse  insisted  that  he  take  the  stuff, 
because  Rittenhouse  believed  the  police  were  going  to  show 
up  anytime.  William  refused.  Rittenhouse  allegedly  stated: 
“Damn  it  Bill,  you  gotta  (sic)  take  this  stuff  or  I’ll  kick  your 
ass  right  here.”  William  stated  that  he  refused,  and  Ritten¬ 
house  took  off  running  through  the  alley  with  some  of  the 
evidence.  William  stated  that  he  left  the  rest  of  the  evidence 
in  the  driveway.  He  got  into  his  car  and  left.  William  stated 
to  the  authorities  that  this  was  the  last  time  he  saw  Ritten¬ 
house  or  Whitehead. 
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On  Thursday,  June  25,  William  stated  he  called  Rittenhouse 
prior  to  Rittenhouse  and  Whitehead  leaving  for  the  Grateful 
Dead  concert  in  Chicago.  William  told  Rittenhouse  he  could 
not  take  it  anymore.  William  stated  that  he  told  Rittenhouse 
that  he  was  going  to  get  an  attorney  and  go  to  the  police. 

William  stated  that  he  told  Rittenhouse  that  sooner  or  later, 
“Mike”  was  going  to  figure  out  what  happened  and  would 
probably  go  to  the  police.  William  told  the  detectives  that 
Rittenhouse  said,  “You  gotta  do  what  you  gotta  do.” 

This  was  the  last  time  William  spoke  to  Rittenhouse.  Before 
ending  the  interview  with  William,  Detective  Essig  asked 
William  if  anyone  asked  why  the  woman  was  killed.  William 
stated  that  right  after  it  happened,  and  when  William  went 
into  the  bedroom,  he  was  hysterical  and  asked  Whitehead 
why  he  killed  her.  William  stated  that  Jeff  replied,  “She  was 
saying  our  names  and  everything  and  said  she  was  going  to 
go  to  the  police.  We  had  to  kill  her.” 

Investigative  Considerations 

Detective  Essig  realized  the  importance  of  corroborating 
William’s  statement  and  securing  search  warrants  for  the 
School  Street  location  where  the  rape-murder  occurred,  and 
the  Lincoln  Street  location,  which  was  the  residence  of  Rit¬ 
tenhouse,  where  evidence  had  been  stored.  In  addition,  the 
police  would  secure  a  search  warrant  for  the  red  Camaro. 
This  car  was  owned  by  Whitehead  and  had  been  used  to 
transport  the  body.  Detectives  immediately  attempted  to  lo¬ 
cate  the  three  primary  suspects,  two  of  whom  were  report¬ 
edly  out  of  town. 

Interview  of  Suspect  Chaszar 

On  June  27,  at  approximately  6:15  a.m.,  Detectives  Essig  and 
Deerwester  located  Shaun  Chaszar  at  his  residence  on  Fell 
Street  in  Normal,  IL.  He  was  asked  to  come  to  the  Sheriff’s 
Department  for  an  interview.  Chaszar  was  advised  of  his 
Miranda  Rights  and  agreed  to  speak  to  the  detectives  without 
an  attorney.  He  was  asked  if  he  met  a  Korean  woman  on 
Monday  evening  at  the  School  Street  apartment.  He  stated 
he  had  been  there  for  only  45  minutes  and  then  returned  to 
his  apartment  and  hung  out  with  his  roommate,  “Eddie.” 
Chaszar  was  confronted  with  the  facts  known  by  the  detec¬ 
tives.  He  agreed  to  tell  what  really  happened  that  evening. 
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He  told  the  detectives  that  Rittenhouse  came  to  his  apart¬ 
ment  and  told  him  to  come  over  to  the  School  Street  location 
because  Whitehead  and  Rittenhouse  had  picked  up  a  foreign 
girl,  and  he  wanted  Chaszar  to  check  her  out.  While  at  the 
apartment,  he  stated  Rittenhouse  was  poking  the  woman, 
trying  to  keep  her  awake,  and  Whitehead  was  asking  the 
woman  if  she  liked  to  have  sex  and  other  stuff.  Chaszar  stated 
that  Whitehead  started  to  touch  the  woman’s  leg,  hands,  and 
arms,  and  then  asked  her  if  she  wanted  to  go  into  the  bed¬ 
room. 

The  woman  stated  she  only  wanted  one  boyfriend.  White- 
head  then  led  her  into  “Mike’s”  room.  Whitehead  was  in  the 
room  with  “Sue”  for  approximately  20  to  30  minutes.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Chaszar,  Whitehead  then  came  out  of  the  room 
and  told  Chaszar  he  could  go  into  the  bedroom,  indicating 
it  was  his  turn  with  the  woman.  Chaszar  stated  that  when 
he  entered  the  bedroom,  “Sue”  was  on  the  couch  naked. 
Chaszar  stated  he  began  touching  her  breasts  and  thighs. 
Chaszar  stated  he  had  sex  with  the  victim  on  the  floor.  He 
stated  that  while  he  was  having  sex  with  the  victim,  Ritten¬ 
house  and  Whitehead  were  coming  into  the  room  and  flick¬ 
ing  the  lights  off  and  on  like  a  strobe  light.  Chaszar  stated 
that  while  this  was  happening,  he  was  trying  to  find  his 
clothes,  and  Whitehead  was  standing  behind  him.  Chaszar 
stated  that  this  was  when  he  heard  the  sounds  of  hits.  He 
told  the  detectives  he  heard  Whitehead  hit  “Sue”  five  to  ten 
times  and  witnessed  the  last  blow.  Chaszar  stated  that  after 
the  last  blow,  he,  Rittenhouse,  and  Whitehead  walked  out  of 
the  bedroom.  This  was  when  he  saw  Whitehead  go  to  the 
bathroom  and  wash  the  blood  off  his  hands.  Chaszar  stated 
that  during  this  time,  Rittenhouse  and  Whitehead  were 
laughing.  Chaszar  stated  that  Rittenhouse  and  Whitehead 
told  him  to  go  in  and  check  on  “Sue.”  Chaszar  stated  that 
there  was  blood  all  over  the  victim. 

Chaszar  stated  that  he  told  Rittenhouse  and  Whitehead  that 
she  was  dead.  According  to  Chaszar,  Rittenhouse  and  White- 
head  were  laughing  and  calling  “Sue”  a  bitch  and  a  whore. 
The  next  thing  that  occurred  was  that  they  were  deciding 
what  to  do  with  the  woman.  Chaszar  stated  that  Rittenhouse 
gathered  all  the  stuff  in  the  bedroom,  and  it  was  decided 
that  Chaszar  would  go  with  Whitehead  to  get  rid  of  the 
body.  Chaszar  stated  that  Whitehead  and  Rittenhouse  “hog- 
tied”  “Sue”  using  florescent  string  from  the  shorts  that 
Whitehead  was  wearing.  Chaszar  then  stated  that  after 
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Rittenhouse  and  Whitehead  tied  the  woman  up,  Whitehead 
put  a  garbage  bag  over  the  woman’s  head  and  put  her  head¬ 
first  into  the  garbage  can. 

Chaszar  stated  that  after  “Sue”  was  placed  in  the  garbage  can, 
her  knees  and  crotch  were  exposed.  Chaszar  stated  that  be¬ 
cause  he  did  not  want  to  look  at  her,  he  put  a  garbage  bag 
over  her  knees  and  crotch  area.  Chaszar  stated  that  Ritten¬ 
house  was  the  last  person  to  be  alone  with  the  body.  Detective 
Essig  asked  Chaszar  if  he  placed  the  plastic  bags  into  the 
victim’s  vagina.  He  denied  placing  the  bags  in  “Sue’s”  vagina 
and  also  denied  seeing  anyone  else  do  this.  Detective  Essig 
asked  Chaszar  who  he  thought  might  have  done  this. 

Chaszar  stated  he  thought  Rittenhouse  probably  put  the  bags 
there,  because  Rittenhouse  had  been  “mean”  to  the  girl 
throughout  the  evening.  Chaszar  stated  that  after  Ritten¬ 
house  came  out  of  the  bedroom,  he  and  Whitehead  placed 
the  body  into  the  back  seat  of  Whitehead’s  Camaro.  They 
drove  about  10  miles  out  of  town.  When  they  came  to  a 
bridge,  Whitehead  decided  that  this  would  be  a  good  location 
to  dump  the  body.  They  pulled  off  the  road  and  carried  the 
body  down  under  the  bridge  into  the  culvert. 

Whitehead  was  thinking  about  digging  a  hole  for  her,  but 
Chaszar  told  him  that  it  was  beginning  to  get  light  out  and 
someone  might  see  them.  Whitehead  then  dropped  Chaszar 
off  at  his  apartment.  The  next  day,  June  23,  Chaszar  stated 
he  went  to  his  mother’s  house  and  stayed  there  until  early 
evening. 

Chaszar  stated  that  at  about  8:00  p.m.,  June  23,  Rittenhouse 
and  Whitehead  came  to  his  apartment.  However,  they  did 
not  talk  much  about  what  happened  because  his  roommate 
was  there.  Chaszar  stated  the  only  conversation  they  had 
occurred  just  before  Rittenhouse  and  Whitehead  left 
Chaszar’s  apartment.  They  made  the  comment,  “they  would 
do  whatever  it  took  not  to  get  caught.”  Chaszar  stated  that 
he  took  this  as  a  threat  and  also  as  the  group  staying  together. 
Chaszar  stated  that  this  was  the  last  time  he  saw  Rittenhouse 
and  Whitehead. 

Chaszar  told  the  detectives  that  he  knew  that  Rittenhouse 
and  Whitehead  were  going  to  Chicago  for  The  Grateful  Dead 
concert,  which  was  conducted  on  Thursday  and  Friday. 
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At  no  time  during  the  interview  did  Chaszar  mention  the 
presence  of  William  or  the  fact  that  William  was  at  the  School 
Street  apartment  during  the  course  of  events  on  Monday 
night  and  early  Tuesday  morning. 

After  the  interview  ended,  Detective  Essig  asked  Chaszar  if 
he  would  agree  to  take  a  polygraph  examination.  Chaszar 
stated  that  he  would.  After  Chaszar  took  the  polygraph,  the 
examiner  advised  Detective  Essig  that  Chaszar  did  not  pass 
on  three  particular  questions.  The  questions  Chaszar  could 
not  prove  truthful  on  were:  whether  or  not  the  sex  he  had 
with  “Sue”  was  consensual,  if  William  was  present  during 
the  incident,  and  Chaszar’s  knowledge  of  who  put  the  gar¬ 
bage  bags  into  “Sue’s”  vagina. 

Chaszar  was  interviewed  a  second  time  concerning  the  above 
questions.  Chaszar  admitted  that  William  was  present  at  the 
apartment  and  that  he  did  not  want  to  involve  him  in  the 
crime  because  they  are  friends.  Chaszar  also  told  the  detec¬ 
tives  that  William  did  not  have  sex  with  the  victim.  Chaszar 
insisted  that  the  sex  he  had  with  “Sue”  was  consensual  on 
her  part  and  denied  any  knowledge  of  the  bags  in  her  vagina. 

Chaszar  was  given  a  second  polygraph.  He  admitted  that  he 
forced  the  woman  to  have  sex,  but  he  still  denied  any  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  plastic  bags  in  the  vagina. 

Execution  of  Search  Warrants 

At  approximately  10:40  p.m.  on  June  27,  McLean  County 
Sheriff’s  Police  executed  the  search  warrant  at  the  School 
Street  address.  Lieutenant  John  Brown,  Lieutenant  Brett  Bey¬ 
er,  Detective  Howard  Springer,  and  Illinois  State  Crime  Scene 
Tech  Ed  Kallal  processed  the  scene. 

At  approximately  11:13  p.m.,  the  red  Camaro  was  towed  to 
the  McLean  County  Sheriff’s  Department  for  processing  by 
CST  Kallal.  At  approximately  1:15  a.m.,  Lieutenant  John 
Brown,  Lieutenant  Brett  Beyer,  Chief  Deputy  David  Gold¬ 
berg,  Detective  Howard  Springer,  and  Illinois  State  Crime 
Scene  Tech  Ed  Kallal  executed  the  search  warrant  for  the 
Lincoln  Street  address. 

Rittenhouse’s  girlfriend  who  was  present  at  this  location  was 
interviewed,  and  a  statement  was  obtained.  Also,  during  this 
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same  time  period,  detectives  located  and  interviewed 
“Mike,”  Whitehead’s  roommate,  and  “Eddie,”  Chaszar’s 
roommate.  Statements  were  taken  from  both  individuals 
that  revealed  how  the  events  leading  up  to  the  murder  un¬ 
folded  that  evening. 

More  importantly,  these  interviews  corroborated  the  state¬ 
ment  of  William,  who  would  eventually  be  called  as  a  State’s 
Witness.  The  authorities  now  had  a  firm  timeline  and  syn¬ 
opsis  of  how  the  event  unfolded. 

Location  of  the  Other  Two  Suspects 

In  the  interim,  police  received  information  regarding  the 
location  of  Rittenhouse  and  Whitehead.  The  Chicago  police 
were  requested  to  pick  up  Whitehead,  who  was  attending  the 
concert  in  that  city.  The  investigators,  through  interviews  of 
friends  and  associates,  learned  that  Rittenhouse  went  to  New 
York  State  and  was  staying  at  his  mother’s  house.  The  New 
York  State  Police  were  requested  to  pick  up  Rittenhouse. 

On  Sunday,  June  28,  in  the  early  morning  hours,  Detective 
Essig  spoke  with  Senior  Investigator  Ed  McKenna  of  the  New 
York  State  Police.  He  advised  Investigator  McKenna  that  he 
had  an  arrest  warrant  for  Kevin  Rittenhouse,  who  was  stay¬ 
ing  at  his  mother’s  house  in  Neversink,  NY. 

At  approximately  6:00  a.m.,  Investigator  McKenna  notified 
Detective  Essig  and  advised  him  that  Rittenhouse  was  arrest¬ 
ed  at  his  mother’s  house  and  was  in  custody  at  the  Sullivan 
County  Jail.  Investigator  McKenna  advised  Detective  Essig 
that  when  Rittenhouse  was  placed  under  arrest  for  murder, 
he  made  the  comment,  “I  know  something  about  the  case, 
but  I  didn’t  kill  her.”  The  recording  of  this  res  gestae  comment 
by  a  murder  suspect  at  the  time  of  his  arrest  was  an  astute 
observation  and  documentation  on  the  part  of  the  New  York 
State  Police  Investigator.  It  showed  guilty  knowledge  and 
would  later  be  an  admissible  statement  under  law. 

On  June  28,  at  approximately  5:30  p.m.,  after  being  picked 
up  in  Chicago,  Whitehead  was  returned  to  the  McLean 
County  Sheriff’s  Department.  Detective  Essig  advised 
Whitehead  of  his  Miranda  Rights  after  taking  the  prelimi¬ 
nary  arrest  information.  Whitehead  stated  that  he  under¬ 
stood  his  rights  and  invoked  his  right  to  counsel. 
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On  Monday,  June  29,  Detectives  Essig  and  Deerwester  drove 
to  New  York  to  the  Sullivan  County  Jail  in  Monticello  to 
interview  Rittenhouse  and  to  bring  him  back  to  McLean 
County  if  Rittenhouse  waived  extradition.  When  they  ar¬ 
rived,  Rittenhouse  passed  them  a  note  stating  he  would  not 
talk  to  them  without  first  talking  to  his  attorney.  On  Tuesday, 
June  30,  Detectives  Essig  and  Deerwester  went  to  the  New 
York  State  Police  Barracks  and  conferred  with  the  State  Police 
Investigator  regarding  this  matter. 

During  the  day,  the  investigators  were  unsuccessful  in  their 
attempts  to  make  contact  with  members  of  Rittenhouse’s 
family.  Later  in  the  day,  they  were  contacted  by  the  family 
attorney  who  advised  them  they  were  not  to  speak  to  any 
family  members.  The  investigators  spent  the  next  2  days  in 
New  York,  waiting  for  Rittenhouse  to  make  a  decision  wheth¬ 
er  or  not  to  waive  extradition.  On  July  2,  Rittenhouse  waived 
extradition  and  was  turned  over  to  the  McLean  County  de¬ 
tectives  for  transport  back  to  Illinois.  He  was  advised  of  his 
rights  and  made  no  further  statements. 

Interview  of  Kevin  Rittenhouse 

On  July  3,  Rittenhouse  met  with  his  attorney  and  agreed  to 
take  the  detectives  to  various  locations  where  evidence  had 
been  placed.  At  each  of  the  two  dumpster  sites,  the  trash  had 
been  collected.  However,  at  the  third  location,  which  was  a 
storm  drain,  the  investigators  observed  a  knife.  Rittenhouse 
identified  the  knife  as  the  one  he  threw  into  the  drain.  This 
butterfly  knife  was  the  murder  weapon. 

The  detectives  interviewed  Rittenhouse  in  the  presence  of 
his  attorney.  He  provided  the  same  basic  story  William  did. 
However,  he  minimized  his  participation  in  the  crime  and 
placed  the  blame  on  Whitehead.  Rittenhouse  stated  that  he 
saw  Whitehead  swing  at  the  woman  four  or  five  times  and 
saw  the  knife  in  Whitehead’s  hand. 

Detective  Essig  asked  Rittenhouse  if  he  knew  who  put  the 
bags  in  the  victim’s  vagina.  Rittenhouse  stated  that  he  re¬ 
membered  Chaszar  making  the  comment,  “Did  you  remem¬ 
ber  the  bag  stuffed  in  her  pussy?”  Rittenhouse  also  recalls 
Chaszar  making  the  comment,  “We  hog-tied  that  bitch.”  Rit¬ 
tenhouse  also  admitted  that  he,  Chaszar,  and  Whitehead 
went  back  to  the  crime  scene  to  bury  the  body.  Rittenhouse 
told  the  detectives  that  Chaszar  was  the  only  one  who  knew 
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exactly  where  the  body  was.  All  three  went  together,  but  they 
could  not  bury  the  body  because  an  unmarked  police  car 
followed  them. 

The  detectives  elicited  some  additional  information  from 
Rittenhouse  during  this  interview.  For  example,  Rittenhouse 
stated  that  Chaszar  made  comments  to  “Sue”  such  as  “fucky, 
fucky,  sucky,  sucky,  love  you  long  time. . .”  Rittenhouse  stated 
that  during  this  time,  “Sue”  was  telling  Chaszar  “no”  in  a 
timid  voice.  Rittenhouse  admitted  going  into  the  bedroom 
and  seeing  Whitehead  getting  off  “Sue.”  He  stated  Whitehead 
was  naked,  and  Sue  had  her  shirt  pulled  up,  and  her  skirt 
was  pulled  up.  Rittenhouse  stated  he  saw  Chaszar  take  off 
his  pants  and  try  to  get  “Sue”  to  the  middle  of  the  floor,  and 
she  resisted.  Rittenhouse  stated  Whitehead  told  her  to  do 
what  she  was  told.  Rittenhouse  told  the  detectives  that  “Sue” 
was  holding  her  legs  together. 

According  to  Rittenhouse,  Chaszar  said,  “Open  your  legs 
bitch.  Spread  your  legs  bitch.”  “Sue”  refused,  and  Whitehead 
grabbed  her  by  the  hair  and  pulled  her  head  back  so  that  she 
was  looking  up  at  him.  Rittenhouse  stated  that  Whitehead 
then  said  to  “Sue,”  “Do  it.”  And  “Sue”  did  what  she  was  told. 
Rittenhouse  stated  that  at  about  that  time,  William  came  in 
the  back  door  and  asked  where  everybody  was.  Rittenhouse 
told  him,  “They  are  in  the  room  and  they  are  fucking  that 
girl.”  This  statement  corroborated  the  statement  that  William 
originally  gave  the  detectives. 

Rittenhouse  agreed,  through  his  attorney,  to  take  a  polygraph 
test.  According  to  the  polygraph  examiner,  Rittenhouse  was 
not  telling  the  truth  about  whether  or  not  he  had  any  knowl¬ 
edge  there  was  going  to  be  some  type  of  criminal  activity 
involving  “Sue”  at  the  School  Street  location.  Rittenhouse 
also  failed  the  question  as  to  who  put  the  garbage  bags  into 
the  victim’s  vagina. 

Evidence 

•  The  investigators  recovered  the  murder  weapon,  which 
contained  the  blood  of  the  victim  matched  through  DNA. 

•  The  red  Camaro  with  the  California  license  plates  was 
found  to  contain  microscopic  evidence  linked  to  the  crime 
scene  and  the  victim. 

•  Blood  samples  from  the  crime  scene  matched  to  “Sue.” 

•  Pubic  hairs  found  at  the  scene  matched  the  suspects. 
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•  Pubic  hair  of  the  victim  was  found  at  the  crime  scene. 

•  Additional  forensic  evidence  was  retrieved  from  the  crime 
scene. 

•  DNA  analysis  on  semen  found  in  the  used  condoms  dis¬ 
covered  at  the  dump  site  matched  Chaszar. 

•  Twenty-three  fingerprints  recovered  from  the  plastic  gar¬ 
bage  bags  that  were  stuffed  into  the  victim’s  vagina  were 
matched  to  Chaszar. 

•  Plant  material  similar  to  the  plant  material  at  the  dump 
site  matched  plant  material  at  the  School  Street  location. 

Criminal  Charges  and  Dispostion 

Whitehead,  who  was  the  “stabber,”  was  charged  with  first 
degree  murder,  aggravated  criminal  sexual  assault,  obstruct¬ 
ing  justice,  and  concealing  a  homicide.  He  was  found  guilty 
after  trial  and  sentenced  to  65  years. 

Chaszar  was  charged  with  first  degree  murder,  aggravated 
criminal  sexual  assault,  obstructing  justice,  and  concealing 
a  homicide.  He  was  found  guilty  after  trial  and  was  sentenced 
to  38  years. 

Rittenhouse  was  charged  with  first  degree  murder,  aggravat¬ 
ed  criminal  sexual  assault,  and  concealing  a  homicide.  He 
was  found  guilty  after  trial  and  was  sentenced  to  20  years. 

Reconstruction  and  Opinion 

This  was  a  classic  case  of  gang  rape.  The  individuals  involved  in  this  crime 
started  out  drinking  and  smoking  marijuana.  There  was  no  planned 
attack.  However,  when  the  victim,  who  was  looking  for  a  ride,  appeared 
to  be  available,  Rittenhouse  and  Whitehead  decided  to  take  her  to  their 
fraternity  house  and  take  advantage  of  the  situation.  When  the  victim  got 
into  their  car,  the  sexual  fantasy  had  already  begun.  When  they  got  to  the 
fraternity  house,  the  pack  mentality  of  gang  rape  dynamics  began. 

In  the  words  of  one  of  the  offenders,  “I’m  going  to  rape  this  bitch.” 
Rittenhouse  told  the  detectives  he  heard  Whitehead  state,  “Now  we  are 
going  to  fuck  this  girl,  or  at  least  get  blow  jobs.”  Rittenhouse,  who  emerged 
as  the  leader  of  the  group,  left  the  victim  with  Whitehead  as  he  went  to 
get  Chaszar  to  join  in.  When  Chaszar  arrived  at  the  fraternity  house,  there 
were  three  males  who  had  been  drinking,  all  with  one  thing  on  their 
minds,  “Are  we  going  to  get  laid?”  Rittenhouse  began  by  taunting  the 
victim  and  setting  the  stage  for  a  sexual  confrontation. 
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He  then  distanced  himself,  as  the  event  got  physical.  The  sex  talk  that 
Whitehead  engaged  in  with  the  victim  as  well  as  his  touching  of  her  breasts 
and  thighs  fueled  the  group  fantasy.  The  eventual  intercourse,  first  by 
Whitehead  and  then  by  Chaszar,  escalated,  when  according  to  Ritten- 
house,  Chaszar  said,  “Open  your  legs  bitch.  Spread  your  legs  bitch.”  “Sue” 
refused,  and  Whitehead  grabbed  her  by  the  hair  and  pulled  her  head  back 
so  that  she  was  looking  up  at  him.  Rittenhouse  stated  that  Whitehead 
then  said  to  “Sue,”  “Do  it.”  And,  the  victim  complied. 

This  is  a  classic  gang  rape  pattern.  The  victim  was  reduced  to  an 
object,  and  the  assault  became  justified  by  her  lack  of  cooperation.  Sue 
was  referred  to  as  a  bitch  and  whore.  Suddenly,  without  warning,  White- 
head  took  out  his  butterfly  knife  and  stabbed  the  victim  to  death.  They 
then  attempted  to  justify  this  killing  to  each  other,  because  she  was  going 
to  report  them. 

The  reference  to  the  statement,  “We  are  all  in  this  together,”  certainly 
summed  up  the  group  thinking  at  the  time. 

This  is  a  group  dynamic  with  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  group 
from  discovery.  The  cleaning  up  of  the  crime  scene,  the  destruction  of 
the  evidence,  and  the  disposal  of  the  body  were  all  acts  carried  out  as  a 
group  exercise.  It  was  Rittenhouse  who  directed  the  clean  up  of  the  scene. 

It  was  Whitehead  and  Chaszar  who  provided  for  the  disposal  of  the 
body.  The  group  members  were  Chaszar,  Whitehead,  and  Rittenhouse. 
The  group  plan  was  to  rape  the  girl.  Chaszar  and  Whitehead  carried  out 
the  rape  exercise,  but  Rittenhouse,  who  gave  up  his  leadership  role  to 
Whitehead,  never  actually  participated  in  the  rape.  William,  who  was  a 
reluctant  participant  in  the  clean  up,  went  along  because  of  the  group 
dynamics. 

Interestingly,  the  stabber,  Whitehead,  had  been  in  the  U.S.  Navy  and 
was  stationed  in  San  Diego,  CA.  According  to  the  police  investigation,  he 
attempted  to  enlist  in  the  Navy  Seals  but  was  rejected  and  took  a  job  as 
an  administrative  assistant  to  the  Seal  Commander. 

While  he  was  at  this  station,  there  were  two  unsolved  stabbing  attacks 
on  Asian  women  that  bore  striking  similarities  to  this  case. 

I  mentioned  this  because  of  the  statements  made  by  his  co-conspir¬ 
ators,  along  with  his  loner  personality,  and  his  fascination  with  knives 
and  death.  It  was  Whitehead  who  told  the  group  after  the  killing  that  they 
were  all  pussies  and  needed  to  be  tough  like  in  the  military.  He  emerged 
as  the  group  leader  when  Rittenhouse  took  a  secondary  role  and  distanced 
himself  from  the  physical  act. 

In  a  final  act  of  outrage,  Chaszar  had  sex  with  “Sue’s”  corpse  at  the 
dump  site  by  penetrating  her  body  through  the  tear  in  the  plastic  bags. 
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The  interview  strategies  employed  by  Detective  Essig  were  excellent. 
The  corroboration  of  the  witness’  statement  and  the  supporting  informa¬ 
tion  from  collateral  witnesses  set  the  stage  for  the  first  interview  with 
Chaszar.  As  Chaszar  began  his  story,  minimizing  his  participation,  the 
authorities  already  knew  that  he  was  lying  and  were  able  to  confront  him 
with  his  falsehoods.  This,  coupled  with  the  effective  use  of  the  polygraph, 
enabled  the  detectives  to  obtain  a  valuable  confession.  When  Rittenhouse 
was  finally  interviewed,  the  detectives  had  a  pretty  good  idea  of  what 
transpired  at  the  fraternity  house  that  evening,  as  well  as  the  suspects’ 
attempts  to  cover  up  the  crime.  Once  again,  the  effective  use  of  the  poly¬ 
graph  on  Rittenhouse  indicated  where  the  suspect  was  lying  to  minimize 
his  participation  and  protect  his  interests.  These  interviews  and  interro¬ 
gations  were  key  to  the  successful  prosecution  of  all  three  of  the  defendants. 

Detective  Essig,  who  attended  one  of  my  Practical  Homicide  Investi¬ 
gation  classes,  contacted  me  right  after  this  investigation.  He  told  me  that 
the  Practical  Homicide  Investigation  textbook  certainly  came  in  handy  for 
him.  He  stated,  “This  case  could  have  come  right  out  of  your  book  just 
like  the  other  cases  we  learned  about  during  your  class.”  He  stated,  “At 
first  I  thought  that  we  had  a  serial  killer,  who  had  dropped  a  body  on  us. 
Then,  we  had  the  first  two  suspects,  both  of  whom  looked  guiltier  than 
hell.  Then  we  went  from  the  low  end  of  society  to  the  high  end  with  three 
suspects,  who  turned  out  to  be  college  students.  It’s  like  you  told  us  in 
class,  ‘Things  are  not  always  as  they  appear  to  be.’”  Essig  told  me  that 
during  the  entire  investigation,  “I  had  in  the  back  of  my  mind,  ‘I  am 
working  for  God  and  will  solve  this  case.’”  The  motto  of  Practical  Homi¬ 
cide  Investigation  is,  “We  Work  for  God,”  and  Detective  Essig  certainly 
was  “working  for  God”  as  he  brought  justice  to  the  victim  and  her  family. 

Case  History  —  Gang  Revenge  Rape-Sodomy-Murder 
Case  Facts 

On  Tuesday,  July  1 1 ,  the  nude  and  battered  body  of  Margaret, 
a  43-year-old,  white,  female  was  discovered  in  the  basement 
of  her  home  by  her  21 -year-old  son,  Jeremy.  Her  daughter, 

Angela,  became  concerned  when  she  could  not  reach  her 
mother  by  phone.  She  had  gone  to  the  house  earlier  that  day. 

When  she  did  not  receive  an  answer  to  her  knocks  on  the 
door,  she  contacted  Jeremy.  Jeremy  had  a  key  to  the  house. 

Jeremy  had  moved  out  of  the  house  on  Friday,  July  7,  and 
had  relocated  in  an  adjoining  town.  Responding  to  Angela’s 
call,  Jeremy  went  to  his  mother’s  house.  He  entered  the  house 
through  the  back  door  by  use  of  a  key.  The  door  had  been 
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locked.  He  proceeded  into  his  mother’s  bedroom  and  found 
the  room  in  slight  disarray  with  various  dresser  drawers 
open.  The  telephone  was  on  the  bed  with  the  cords  ripped 
out.  He  also  noticed  that  one  of  the  pillowcases  from  the 
victim’s  pillows  was  missing.  He  then  walked  through  the 
house  looking  for  some  note  or  message  from  his  mother. 
When  he  entered  the  basement  area,  he  discovered  his  moth¬ 
er’s  nude  body  lying  on  the  basement  floor  with  a  pillowcase 
over  her  head  and  her  hands  and  feet  bound.  He  immediately 
realized  that  she  was  dead  and  called  9-1-1. 

Police  Response 

The  initial  response  to  the  crime  was  by  the  Pontiac  Police 
Department,  which  subsequently  requested  the  Oakland 
County  Sheriff’s  Department  to  assist  in  the  crime  scene 
process  and  the  subsequent  major  case  investigation.  The 
Pontiac  Police  Department  worked  jointly  with  the  Oakland 
County  Sheriff’s  Department  on  all  major  crimes. 

Description  of  Crime  Scene 

Detective  Sergeant  William  Harvey  of  the  Oakland  County 
Sheriff’s  Department  eventually  became  the  officer  in  charge 
of  the  homicide  investigation,  which  occurred  in  the  City  of 
Pontiac,  County  of  Oakland,  in  the  state  of  Michigan. 

The  scene  was  described  as  a  single-story  white  house  located 
on  the  north  side  of  Peacock  Street.  The  victim  was  described 
as  a  white  female  later  identified  as  Margaret.  Her  body  was 
found  in  the  southeast  corner  area  of  the  basement  floor.  The 
victim  was  lying  on  her  right  side.  Her  body  was  totally  nude, 
and  a  multicolored  pillowcase  was  wrapped  around  her  head 
and  tied  at  the  neck  area  with  a  telephone  cord.  Her  hands 
were  tied  tightly  with  telephone  cord,  which  had  been  knot¬ 
ted.  Her  feet  were  also  tied  tightly  together  with  telephone 
wire.  There  was  a  pooling  of  blood,  which  appeared  to 
emerge  from  the  head  area  (Figure  8.20  and  Figure  8.21). 

There  were  also  signs  of  a  struggle  in  the  area  where  the  vic¬ 
tim’s  body  was  lying.  The  north  side  basement  window,  above 
a  washtub,  was  found  open,  and  a  dark-colored  paint  chip  was 
found  on  the  basement  floor  just  in  front  of  the  washer. 

The  basement  wall,  just  below  the  opened  basement  window, 
had  spray  painting  on  it,  which  was  recognized  by  investi- 
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Figure  8.20  Body  at  scene.  The  victim's  body  was  totally  nude.  Her  head  was 
covered  with  a  pillowcase,  and  her  hands  and  feet  were  bound.  (Courtesy  of 
Donna  Pendergast,  Assistant  District  Attorney,  Oakland  County,  MI.) 


Figure  8.21  Body  examination.  The  pillowcase  on  the  victim's  head  was  sat¬ 
urated  with  blood.  She  had  been  stomped  to  death.  (Courtesy  of  Donna  Pender¬ 
gast,  Assistant  District  Attorney,  Oakland  County,  MI.) 
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gators  as  some  type  of  gang  graffiti.  There  were  also  signs  of 
a  struggle  in  the  northeast  bedroom. 

•  The  phone  and  answering  machine  were  lying  tossed  on 
the  bed  with  their  cords  removed  or  ripped  out. 

•  There  was  a  brown  wallet-type  purse  on  the  bed,  which 
appeared  to  have  been  dumped  onto  the  bed.  The  contents 
were  strewn  across  the  sheet. 

•  There  was  one  pillow  missing  a  pillowcase  at  the  side  of 
the  bed  and  another  pillow  with  a  multicolored  pattern 
pillowcase  on  top  of  the  bed.  This  matched  the  pillowcase 
tied  on  the  victim’s  head. 

•  It  also  appeared  that  the  dresser  drawers  had  been  gone 
through  in  the  northeast  bedroom. 

•  Investigators  observed  a  pair  of  light- colored  flowered 
panties  and  a  black  negligee  lying  on  the  bedroom  floor 
next  to  the  bed. 

•  There  was  a  phone  base,  missing  its  cord,  which  had  been 
apparently  ripped  from  its  connection. 

The  rest  of  the  house  was  neat  and  clean,  with  no  signs  of 
forced  entry,  except  for  the  basement  window. 

A  number  of  items  of  evidence  were  recovered  from  the 
victim’s  body  and  the  crime  scene.  Among  these  items  were 
hairs,  including  suspected  pubic  hair,  swabs  from  the  victim’s 
buttock  area,  blood  samples  from  the  crime  scene  and  vic¬ 
tim,  and  hairs  and  fibers  from  the  basement  window.  Pre¬ 
liminary  examination  revealed  multiple  hair  types  foreign  to 
the  victim. 

Victimology 

Margaret  was  a  single,  attractive,  43-year-old  woman  with 
two  grown  children.  She  was  married  in  the  past  and  had  a 
number  of  relationships,  some  of  which  were  with  abusive 
men  who  often  walked  out  of  her  life.  She  was  a  recovering 
alcoholic  and  had  recently  gotten  her  life  back  together,  ap¬ 
parently  taking  good  care  of  her  physical  appearance  as  well. 
She  always  maintained  her  parental  responsibilities  to  her 
two  children.  Margaret  was  a  survivor.  She  lived  in  this  tough 
neighborhood  and  in  this  particular  house  most  of  her  adult 
life.  Her  daughter  lived  at  another  location  in  an  adjoining 
city,  and  her  son,  Jeremy,  just  moved  from  the  house  the 
Friday  before  to  the  same  city  in  which  his  sister  was  residing. 
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Figure  8.22  Autopsy  photograph.  The  brain  edema  and  herniation  were  sug¬ 
gestive  of  survival  following  impact  on  the  head.  Note  the  large  amount  of 
hemorrhage.  (Courtesy  of  Donna  Pendergast,  Assistant  District  Attorney,  Oak¬ 
land  County,  MI.) 

A  neighbor  last  saw  Margaret  on  Saturday,  July  8,  at  about 
1:30  p.m.,  as  she  was  her  cutting  her  lawn.  When  she  was  not 
working,  she  would  often  sunbathe  in  her  backyard  and 
usually  cut  her  lawn  while  wearing  her  two-piece  bathing 
suit.  The  victim  had  a  youthful  figure.  The  initial  police 
investigation  revealed  that  Margaret  had  a  telephone  conver¬ 
sation  with  a  close  friend  on  Saturday,  fuly  8,  in  the  early 
evening  hours.  An  investigative  canvass  indicated  that  no  one 
had  seen  or  heard  from  Margaret  after  Saturday  evening. 

Autopsy 

An  autopsy  was  conduced  on  July  12  by  a  Deputy  Chief 
Medical  Examiner  for  the  Oakland  County  Medical  Exam¬ 
iner’s  office.  The  cause  of  death  was  listed  as  blunt  force 
head  trauma.  The  autopsy  findings  listed  the  following  (Fig¬ 
ure  8.22): 

1.  Blunt  force  head  trauma  with: 

a.  Abrasions  and  lacerations  on  the  face 

b.  Extensive  subscalpular  hemorrhage 

c.  Skull  fracture 

d.  Bilateral  subdural  and  subarachnoid  hemorrhage 
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e.  Brain  contusions 

f.  Brain  edema  and  herniations 

2.  Small  focal  areas  of  hemorrhage  in  the  soft  tissue  of  neck 

3.  Contusions  in  vagina  and  anus:  the  vagina  had  contusions 
near  the  introitus  as  well  as  on  the  middle  part  of  the 
posterior  wall  of  the  vagina;  the  anus  had  contusions  all 
around  the  external  opening 

4.  Abrasions  and  contusions  on  back  and  extremities 

Opinion 

Margaret  died  of  blunt  force  head  trauma.  Although  there 
were  small  areas  of  hemorrhage  in  the  soft  tissue  of  the  neck, 
there  was  no  fracture  of  laryngeal  cartilage  or  hyoid  bone, 
and  there  was  no  evidence  of  the  conjunctival  petechiae  that 
indicates  strangulation.  The  injuries  in  the  vagina  and  anus 
were  indicative  of  sexual  assault.  He  further  opined  that  the 
brain  edema  and  herniation  were  suggestive  of  survival  fol¬ 
lowing  impact  on  the  head.  This  meant  that  the  victim  lay 
there  suffering  on  the  floor  for  some  time  after  the  assault. 

The  manner  of  death  was  determined  to  be  homicide. 

Preliminary  Investigation  into  the  Victim’s  Activities 

Detective  Sergeant  Harvey  established  the  following  infor¬ 
mation  from  the  Pontiac  Police  Department,  which  conduct¬ 
ed  the  preliminary  investigation.  Margaret  informed  a  friend 
that  she  called  the  Pontiac  Police  on  Thursday,  July  5,  to 
complain  about  ongoing  drug  sales  occurring  in  the  Dejesus 
residence  iocated  at  639  Peacock  Street.  Two  Hispanic  males 
identified  as  Melvin  Dejesus,  20  years  of  age,  and  his  brother 
George,  18  years  of  age,  lived  at  this  address.  They  and  their 
friends  had  an  informal  affiliation  with  a  Pontiac  Street  gang 
known  as  Los  Capones,  and  the  Dejesus  home  had  become 
a  drug  hangout.  The  Dejesus  home  was  next  door  to  the 
victim’s  house.  Margaret’s  son,  Jeremy,  had  hung  around  with 
the  Dejesus  brothers  while  growing  up.  In  fact,  Margaret  had 
even  babysat  for  the  Dejesus  boys  when  they  were  young. 
However,  as  they  grew  up,  there  was  increasing  friction  be¬ 
tween  Margaret  and  the  Dejesus  boys,  especially  Melvin.  Ser¬ 
geant  Harvey  learned  from  a  confidential  source  that 
Margaret  had  a  physical  confrontation  with  Melvin,  resulting 
in  her  slapping  him  across  the  face  in  front  of  other  gang 
members.  This  confrontation  resulted  from  her  concern  re- 
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garding  her  son,  Jeremy.  However,  what  she  did  not  realize 
was  that  this  physical  confrontation  became  a  major  affront 
to  Melvin’s  ego.  Most  probably,  from  her  perspective,  because 
she  provided  child  care  to  the  Dejesus  boys,  she  felt  that  she 
could  still  discipline  them.  This  incident,  coupled  with  the 
fact  that  she  wanted  her  son  to  get  away  from  the  Dejesus 
brothers,  and  that  Jeremy  recently  began  to  distance  himself 
from  the  gang,  set  the  stage  for  this  brutal  attack. 

According  to  Sergeant  Harvey,  the  reason  that  Jeremy  moved 
away  was  to  satisfy  his  mom.  Early  on,  Detective  Sergeant 
Harvey  realized  the  significance  of  this  information.  The 
Dejesus  brothers  and  their  friends,  as  well  as  Margaret’s  son 
Jeremy,  had  this  affiliation  with  the  Los  Capones  street  gang. 

Jeremy  had  recently  broken  his  association  with  the  gang, 
and  Margaret  reportedly  informed  the  police  about  drug 
activities  at  the  Dejesus  house.  The  victim  had  been  brutally 
beaten  to  death  after  being  raped  and  anally  sodomized.  The 
preliminary  investigation  and  condition  of  the  crime  scene 
suggested  more  than  one  assailant.  Detective  Sergeant  Har¬ 
vey,  who  had  been  involved  in  several  gang-related  investi¬ 
gations,  specifically  gang-related  homicides,  had  become 
familiar  with  their  behavior  and  practices  as  well  as  gang 
psychology.  Harvey  believed  that  the  entire  motive  for  this 
crime  was  gang  revenge. 

Detective  Investigation  —  Intelligence  Gathering 

In  September,  Detective  Sergeant  Harvey  brought  Jeremy  in 
for  an  extensive  reinterview,  establishing  the  following  in¬ 
formation.  Jeremy  admitted  being  a  member  of  the  Los  Ca¬ 
pones,  a  local  street  gang  in  Pontiac,  MI.  His  mother’s  home 
was  in  the  heart  of  known  Los  Capones  territory.  Melvin 
Dejesus  and  George  Dejesus  were  both  members  of  the  Los 
Capones  street  gang. 

He  also  identified  another  member,  a  male,  black,  named 
Brandon  Gohagen,  as  a  member  of  the  gang.  Sergeant  Har¬ 
vey  was  well  acquainted  with  Gohagen,  who  was  a  known 
rapist.  However,  he  was  never  arrested,  because  several  fe¬ 
males  refused  to  press  charges.  Harvey  was  also  aware  of 
Gohagen’s  penchant  for  anal  sex. 

This  would  be  the  “signature”  element  to  the  case.  According  to 
Geberth  (1996),  Chapter  21,  “ The  signature  aspect  of  a  violent  criminal 
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offender  is  a  unique  and  integral  part  of  the  offender’s  behavior.  This  signature 
component  refers  to  the  psychodynamics,  which  are  the  mental  and  emotional 
processes  underlying  human  behavior  and  its  motivations”  (p.  756). 

The  anal  sodomy  aspect  of  the  Margaret  case,  coupled  with 
the  information  that  Gohagen  hung  out  with  the  Dejesus 
boys,  further  enhanced  Harvey’s  suspicion  toward  Gohagen 
as  an  additional  suspect.  Detective  Sergeant  Harvey  learned 
that  Jeremy  intended  to  leave  the  Los  Capones  and  move  out 
of  the  area.  Jeremy  told  his  mother,  Margaret,  that  he  intend¬ 
ed  to  leave  the  gang  and  the  area  about  a  week  before  she 
was  killed.  Margaret  indicated  to  friends  that  she  was  fearful 
of  the  Dejesus  brothers,  who  lived  next  door  to  her. 

Harvey  also  learned  that  George  Dejesus,  Melvin  Dejesus, 
and  Gohagen  had  been  in  Jeremy’s  home  many  times.  In 
fact,  they  would  socialize  in  the  same  area  of  the  basement 
where  Margaret’s  body  was  found.  They  were  also  aware  that 
entry  to  the  house  could  be  gained  through  the  north  base¬ 
ment  window  or  through  Jeremy’s  first-floor  bedroom  win¬ 
dow,  which  did  not  latch. 

Jeremy  also  told  Detective  Sergeant  Harvey  that  he  lost  three 
sets  of  house  keys  in  the  past  year.  Each  time  the  keys  came 
up  missing,  he  was  with  the  Los  Capones.  As  a  member  of 
the  Los  Capones,  Jeremy  had  been  witness  to  several  “punch- 
ups”  or  assaults.  During  these  assaults,  it  was  the  practice  of 
Melvin  Dejesus  to  stomp  the  heads  of  his  victims. 

This  element  would  be  considered  the  modus  operandi  and  would 
link  Melvin  to  the  murder.  According  to  Geberth  (1996),  Chapter  21, 
“ From  an  investigative  perspective,  it  is  important  to  note  that  an  offender’s 
M.O.,  or  ‘method  of  doing  things’  is  a  learned  behavior  and  tends  to  remain 
consistent”  (p.  850). 

Harvey  also  learned  that  the  Dejesus  brothers  and  Gohagen 
were  aware  that  Jeremy  intended  to  leave  the  Los  Capones 
without  being  formally  “v’ed”  out.  Harvey  ascertained  that 
being  “v’ed”  was  an  initiation  as  well  as  an  exit  from  the 
gang.  The  gang  code  required  the  member  who  wanted 
membership  or  to  exit  to  take  a  beating.  A  time  limit  was  set 
by  the  gang  leader  who  determined  whether  “two  minutes” 
or  “three  minutes”  would  satisfy  the  “v.”  During  this  time 
frame,  all  the  members  of  the  gang  would  beat,  stomp,  kick, 
or  punch  you.  However,  no  weapons  could  be  used. 
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Jeremy  told  Sergeant  Harvey  that  the  other  gang  members 
watched  him  from  the  Dejesus  house  as  he  packed  his 
belongings  and  took  them  out  of  his  mother’s  house  on 
Friday,  July  7.  Jeremy  told  Sergeant  Harvey  that  he  was 
aware  that  the  Dejesus  brothers  and  Gohagen  resented  him 
leaving  the  gang  and  that  he  (Jeremy)  was  in  violation  of 
their  code.  In  addition,  Harvey  learned  that  Jeremy  called 
Melvin  Dejesus  on  July  11,  asking  him  to  check  on  his 
mother  after  his  sister  Angela  called  to  tell  him  that  she 
could  not  make  contact.  However,  Melvin  refused.  Harvey 
also  determined  that  since  the  murder,  Jeremy  had  limited 
contact  with  the  Dejesus  boys  and  Gohagen. 

Investigative  Tactics 

Detective  Sergeant  Harvey  began  an  intensive  gang  intelli¬ 
gence  gathering,  which  included  interviews  and  interroga¬ 
tions  of  every  gang  member  in  Oakland  County,  specifically 
those  involved  with  the  Los  Capones.  This  took  months  of 
intelligence  analysis  and  investigative  operations  to  elicit  in¬ 
formation  from  gang  members,  who  ordinarily  would  not 
provide  police  with  information  unless  the  police  had 
“something  on  them”  to  get  them  to  agree  to  cooperate.  An 
experienced  detective  who  is  involved  with  gang-type  of¬ 
fenders  realizes  early  on  that  most  of  the  information  elicited 
by  the  police  during  gang-related  investigations  will  be  bogus 
or  an  attempt  to  gain  favor  or  misdirect  the  investigation. 
Detective  Sergeant  Harvey  was  well  aware  of  this  possibility 
and  utilized  his  informants  and  street  information  effective¬ 
ly.  Eventually,  this  tactic  began  to  pay  off.  One  informant 
provided  information  that  George  Dejesus  had  fresh  scratch¬ 
es  on  his  face  at  the  same  time  as  the  murder.  There  were 
also  rumors,  on  the  street,  among  gang  members,  that  the 
Dejesus  brothers  were  involved  in  Margaret’s  murder. 

Harvey  also  learned  about  the  street  confrontation  between 
Margaret  and  Melvin  and  how  Melvin  was  “pissed  off”  that 
she  had  “dissed”  him  in  front  of  his  boys,  and  how  Melvin 
had  promised  to  “get  even”  for  this. 

Eventually,  Harvey  was  able  to  establish  probable  cause 
through  these  interviews  and  the  evaluation  of  forensic  ev¬ 
idence  gathered  at  the  crime  scene,  which  included  the  au¬ 
topsy  information  and  the  evidence  from  the  victim’s  body. 
Sergeant  Harvey  was  able  to  secure  search  warrants  for  non¬ 
testimonial  evidence  on  each  of  his  primary  subjects,  specif- 
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ically  Melvin  and  George  Dejesus  and  Gohagen.  The  most 
important  evidence  would  be  the  apparent  seminal  fluids 
found  in  the  perianal  area  of  the  victim  as  well  as  the  foreign 
pubic  hairs  gathered  at  the  crime  scene.  The  establishment 
of  probable  cause  for  the  execution  of  these  warrants  was 
not  developed  until  November,  4  months  after  the  murder. 

Detective  Sergeant  Harvey  established  that  the  Los  Capones 
gang  ruled  by  fear  and  intimidation.  When  Margaret  report¬ 
ed  drug  sales  from  the  Dejesus  home  to  the  Pontiac  Police 
Department,  the  gang  claiming  authority  to  this  territory, 
considered  this  as  a  direct  assault  to  their  turf. 

As  mentioned  earlier,  Harvey  learned  that  gang  members 
were  initiated  into  the  gang  through  a  process  called  “v-ing.” 
The  “v-ing”  process  differs  for  each  gang.  The  typical  “v-ing” 
for  the  Los  Capones  gang  included  Melvin  Dejesus  stomping 
on  the  person’s  head.  The  autopsy  indicated  that  Margaret’s 
head  had  been  brutally  stomped. 

In  addition,  all  of  the  gangs  have  a  structured  hierarchy,  and 
each  member  must  obey  the  commands  of  someone  above 
them.  Melvin  and  George  Dejesus  were  higher-ranking 
members  than  Jeremy.  The  gangs  also  have  behavior  codes. 
A  violation  of  these  codes  will  result  in  a  beating  or  other 
retaliation.  The  codes,  including  that  of  the  Los  Capones 
gang,  included  that  a  member  could  not  just  walk  away.  They 
had  to  be  “v-ed”  out  of  the  gang. 

Detective  Sergeant  Harvey  was  able  to  establish  through  his 
investigation  and  information  from  confidential  sources 
that  the  motive  for  the  murder  of  Margaret  was  gang  re¬ 
venge.  The  revenge  was  twofold.  The  report  of  drug  dealing 
to  the  Pontiac  Police  by  Margaret  and  the  fact  that  Jeremy 
walked  out  on  the  gang  in  violation  of  the  Los  Capones 
code  of  conduct  were  the  most  obvious.  In  addition,  the 
personal  insult  to  Melvin  Dejesus  when  Margaret  slapped 
him  across  the  face  exacerbated  the  tensions.  The  gang  code 
demanded  retaliation. 

Detective  Sergeant  Harvey  had  all  three  of  his  primary  sub¬ 
jects  brought  in  for  execution  of  the  warrants.  The  purpose 
was  not  only  to  gather  evidence  but,  more  importantly,  to 
psychologically  stress  the  subjects.  Whenever  you  have  more 
than  one  subject  involved  in  a  particularly  heinous  crime, 
you  attempt  to  identify  the  weak  or  less  enthusiastic  member 
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of  the  group  to  turn  States  evidence.  Search  warrant  execu¬ 
tions  are  particularly  effective. 

Immediately  after  the  execution  of  these  search  warrants  for 
blood  samples,  saliva  samples,  and  hair  samples  from  the 
subjects,  Gohagen  left  the  jurisdiction  and  went  to  a  town 
in  Texas,  where  Gohagen  had  relatives.  The  two  Dejesus 
brothers  remained  in  town  and  continued  their  activities  as 
if  nothing  had  happened. 

Ironically,  two  members  of  the  Oakland  County  Sheriff’s 
Department  who  were  in  Texas  on  an  unrelated  matter  ran 
into  Gohagen  while  he  was  in  a  phone  booth.  The  two  de¬ 
tectives,  who  were  aware  of  Gohagen’s  status  as  a  primary 
suspect  in  Margaret’s  murder,  took  advantage  of  the  fortu¬ 
itous  meeting  and  interviewed  him  with  the  intent  of  indi¬ 
cating  that  he  was  under  surveillance.  According  to  Harvey, 
who  was  in  touch  with  a  number  of  his  informants,  “This 
really  spooked  him.”  He  was  on  the  phone  every  day  calling 
Pontiac  and  asking  if  the  police  had  been  around  and  what 
was  going  on.  This  chance  meeting  in  Texas  set  the  stage  for 
a  later  interview  with  Gohagen.  Gohagen  eventually  returned 
to  Pontiac,  MI,  when  things  seemed  to  quiet  down.  The 
immediate  problem  for  the  investigators  was  that  there  was 
a  limited  amount  of  semen  recovered  from  the  victim’s  but¬ 
tocks,  and  the  sample  was  too  small  for  the  RFLP  DNA 
testing.  The  sample  had  to  be  sent  out  for  polymerase  chain 
reaction  (PCR)  testing.  The  basis  of  PCR  is  that  it  mimics 
the  cell’s  ability  to  replicate  DNA.  That  is,  by  using  this  tool, 
forensic  scientists  have  the  ability  to  take  a  small  sample  of 
DNA  and  make  more,  essentially  copying  it,  a  millionfold. 
The  PCR  has  discrete  steps  that  are  basically  the  same,  but 
specific  parameters  for  different  loci  may  be  different.  All 
PCR  procedures  have  basic  steps:  DNA  extraction,  amplifi¬ 
cation,  and  detection. 

The  test  results  were  not  completed  until  the  Spring  of  the 
following  year.  By  this  time,  all  of  the  subjects  felt  confident 
that  they  were  free  and  clear  and  resumed  their  day-to-day 
activities.  However,  Sergeant  Harvey  was  actively  monitoring 
their  activities,  looking  for  any  information  that  might  stim¬ 
ulate  the  investigation.  Every  gang  member  who  was  arrested 
in  Oakland  County  was  interviewed  by  Harvey  or  one  of  his 
detectives.  In  addition,  a  number  of  confidential  sources 
were  developed  that  assisted  in  enabling  the  police  to  mon¬ 
itor  their  prime  suspects. 
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Donna  Pendergast,  a  no-nonsense  prosecutor  in  Oakland 
County,  took  an  interest  in  the  case.  Pendergast,  who  is  the 
daughter  of  a  Detroit  homicide  cop,  had  a  “tough-as-nails” 
reputation  in  the  Oakland  County  Prosecutor’s  Office.  She 
had  been  involved  in  a  number  of  high-profile  cases  and  was 
an  excellent  trial  attorney. 

I  remember  when  I  first  met  her  at  one  of  my  Practical  Ho¬ 
micide  Investigation  seminars  in  MI.  I  asked  her  if  she  was 
“just  passing  through,”  which  meant,  “Was  she  in  the  District 
Attorney’s  Office  as  a  prelude  to  becoming  a  defense  attorney 
or  was  she  in  it  for  the  long  run”?  She  replied,  “I’m  a  prose¬ 
cutor  for  life.”  I  immediately  provided  her  with  a  “We  Work 
for  God”  plaque  and  designated  her  a  “Disciple”  of  the  Prac¬ 
tical  Homicide  Investigation  mission,  “May  Justice  Prevail.” 

After  much  delay  and  discussion,  Pendergast  was  able  to 
convince  the  District  Attorney  to  allow  her  to  provide  De¬ 
tective  Sergeant  Harvey  with  an  arrest  warrant  for  Gohagen. 

The  DNA  was  positively  matched  to  Gohagen,  and  the  in¬ 
vestigators  thought  that  they  might  have  enough  leverage  on 
Gohagen,  who  had  fled  to  Florida,  to  build  a  case  against  the 
two  Dejesus  brothers.  An  arrest  warrant  for  Gohagen  was 
issued  on  September  18,  after  Detective  Sergeant  Harvey  was 
able,  through  his  street  informants,  to  locate  Gohagen  in 
Hillsborough  County,  FL.  Detective  Sergeant  Harvey  also 
had  the  address  where  Gohagen  was  staying.  He  called  the 
authorities  in  Florida  and  advised  them  that  he  had  an  arrest 
warrant  for  Gohagen  for  murder.  Florida  Sheriff’s  detectives 
went  to  the  location  and  arrested  Gohagen  on  September  19. 
On  September  24,  Detective  Sergeant  Harvey  and  a  partner 
traveled  to  the  Hillsborough  County  Jail. 

Statement  of  Co-Conspirator 

On  September  25,  Detective  Sergeant  Bill  Harvey  and  his 
partner  Mark  Goodrich  interviewed  their  primary  suspect, 
Gohagen,  whose  DNA  had  been  matched  to  the  victim.  Go¬ 
hagen,  who  had  been  picked  up  by  Florida  authorities  on  an 
arrest  warrant  issued  by  the  Oakland  County  Prosecutor’s 
Office,  agreed  to  talk  to  Detective  Sergeant  Harvey.  During 
this  interview,  which  took  place  in  the  Hillsborough  County 
Jail  in  Florida,  14  months  after  the  brutal  murder  of  Marg¬ 
aret,  Harvey  would,  for  the  first  time,  be  provided  the  hor¬ 
rific  details  of  the  last  moments  of  Margaret’s  life. 
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Gohagen,  after  being  advised  of  his  rights,  first  wanted  to 
know  whether  or  not  he  would  be  provided  protection  from 
the  Dejesus  brothers.  As  a  gang  member,  he  did  not  want  to 
be  branded  as  a  snitch  and  end  up  in  jail  with  them.  Gohagen 
stated  that  he  wanted  to  “do  the  right  thing”  by  Margaret, 
and  that  he  felt  bad  about  what  happened.  Detective  Sergeant 
Harvey,  who  is  an  excellent  interviewer,  assured  him  that  he 
would  be  fine  if  he  told  the  truth,  and  that  Gohagen  was 
answering  for  the  victim.  Harvey  told  him  that  to  make 
things  right,  Brandon  shouldn’t  lie,  shouldn’t  embellish,  and 
not  try  to  put  it  on  someone  else. 

Harvey  also  told  him  that  he  could  see  that  Gohagen  was 
upset  about  his  situation,  and  that  was  understandable.  He 
advised  him  that  he  could  stop  at  any  time  and  collect  himself. 

Detective  Sergeant  Harvey  realized  that  this  interview  was 
going  to  be  crucial  in  linking  the  events  that  occurred.  He 
was  not  about  to  try  and  rush  Gohagen  or  cajole  him  into 
making  statements  that  did  not  support  the  forensic  findings 
as  well  as  what  the  sergeant  had  learned  from  his  street 
sources  during  his  investigation. 

Gohagen  started  out  by  stating:  “I  don’t  know  exactly  what 
night  it  was,  but  we  (meaning  him  and  the  Dejesus  brothers) 
used  to  sit  out  in  the  tent  behind  Melvin’s  mother’s  house.” 
“We’d  sit  and  drink  and  stuff,  you  know  and  you’re  out  there 
pretty  late.” 

“Melvin  got  to  talking  about  how  he  don’t  like  Margaret. 
Melvin  said  they  use  to  fall  out  all  the  time.  Something  about 
how  she  always  fought  him  for  stuff  that  Jeremy  do  to  her. 
Melvin  said  how  Margaret  told  him  she  don’t  want  Jeremy 
to  the  house  no  more.”  Sergeant  Harvey  asked  Gohagen, 
“Who  was  in  the  tent  when  Melvin  was  saying  this?  Gohagen 
answered,  “me,  Melvin  and  George  (Melvin’s  brother).”  Go¬ 
hagen  stated  that  Melvin  said  he  wanted  go  over  there  (mean¬ 
ing  Margaret’s  house)  and  “mess  with  her.” 

Gohagen  stated:  “The  next  thing  I  knew  Melvin  was  in  the 
house.”  Melvin  got  in  through  the  back  somehow,  and  he 
was  calling  him  (Gohagen)  and  George  to  come  over. 

Harvey  asked  him  how  late  it  was  and  whether  or  not  the 
lights  were  off  in  the  victim’s  house.  Gohagen  stated  that  it 
was  late  and  that  the  victim  was  sleeping. 
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Harvey  asked  Gohagen  if  they  knew  that  Margaret  was  alone 
in  the  house.  Gohagen  stated  they  knew  she  was  alone,  be¬ 
cause  they  knew  that  Jeremy  had  moved  out.  Harvey  asked 
Gohagen;  “What  happened  after  everybody  (Melvin,  George 
and  Gohagen)  was  in  the  house?” 

Gohagen  stated;  “I  didn’t  want  to  be  there,  I  was  getting 
nervous,  I  knew  we  had  been  drinking  and  stuff.”  Harvey 
then  asked  him  what  he  had  been  drinking,  and  Gohagen 
stated  a  couple  of  40s  (40-ounce  beers).  Harvey  then  asked; 
’’Who  opened  Margaret’s  bedroom  door.”  Gohagen  stated, 
“Melvin.”  Harvey  asked,  what  could  he  (Gohagen)  see? 

Gohagen  stated  that  you  could  see  her  hair  sticking  out  from 
the  covers.  Harvey  asked  Gohagen:  “What  happened?”  Go¬ 
hagen  stated:  “Melvin  gabbed  her  by  the  hair  and  told  her 
‘Wake  up  bitch.’  Margaret  was  like  startled,  she  knew  who 
we  were  and  she  started  like  trying  to  talk  to  Melvin.” 

Harvey  asked  Gohagen,  “What  did  she  say?”  Gohagen  stated, 
“Like  what  are  you  doing,  how  did  you  get  in  here.  She  said 
a  whole  bunch  of  stuff.”  Sergeant  Harvey  then  asked  Go¬ 
hagen,  “Okay,  let  me  ask  you  a  question,  a  very,  very,  very 
important  question.  Don’t  lie  and  don’t  embellish.  Tell  me 
the  God’s  honest  truth,  was  anybody  armed?”  Gohagen  stat¬ 
ed  that  he  and  Melvin  had  guns.  Harvey  then  asked,  “Did 
anyone  pull  out  a  gun  and  did  Margaret  know  you  were 
armed?”  Gohagen  stated  that  no  one  pulled  out  a  gun,  but 
Melvin  let  Margaret  know  he  was  armed.  Gohagen  stated, 
“Melvin  told  her  if  she  didn’t  shut  up  that  he  was  going  to 
shoot  her.”  Harvey  asked,  “Did  that  quiet  her  down?”  Go¬ 
hagen  stated,  “Yes.”  Sergeant  Harvey  then  asked  Gohagen 
what  happened  next.  Gohagen  stated,  “I  (unclear)  moved 
her  around  there  and  take  off  her  clothes.”  Gohagen  then 
stated  that  Melvin  said,  “Go  ahead  and  knock  her  off.”  Ser¬ 
geant  Harvey  asked  Gohagen  what  Melvin  meant  by  “knock¬ 
ing  her  off.”  Gohagen  explained  that  this  meant  “to  have  sex 
with  her.”  The  sergeant  asked  Gohagen  if  he  had  intercourse 
with  the  victim,  and  Gohagen  stated,  “I  didn’t  want  to,  he, 
we  here  now.”  Sergeant  Harvey  pressed  him  on  the  inter¬ 
course  and  whether  he  was  able  to  obtain  an  erection.  Go¬ 
hagen  stated,  “Not  at  first.  That  was  how  I  tried  to  get  out 
of  it  by  telling  Melvin  I  couldn’t  get  hard.”  Sergeant  Harvey 
asked  Gohagen  what  happened.  Gohagen  stated,  “Melvin 
made  her,  told  her  to  suck.”  Harvey  then  qualified  that  an¬ 
swer  by  stating  to  Gohagen:  “He  told  her  to  orally  copulate 
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you?”  Harvey  then  asked  Gohagen,  “Okay  what  did  Melvin 
say  specifically,  I  know  those  weren’t  the  terms  you  used. 
Gohagen  stated,  “Melvin  said  ‘Suck  my  boy’s  dick  bitch.’” 
Harvey  asked  Gohagen  what  happened,  and  Gohagen  stated, 
“She  did  it  and  I  got  hard.”  Harvey  then  asked  Gohagen, 
“What  happened  then?”  Gohagen  stated  that  Melvin  told 
him  to  go  ahead  and  climb  on  top  of  her. 

Harvey  asked  him  if  he  did,  and  Gohagen  stated  that  he 
hesitated,  and  Melvin  got  mad.  Gohagen  then  admitted  to 
violating  her  vaginally,  which  had  been  established  foren- 
sically.  Sergeant  Harvey  asked  Gohagen  if  the  victim  was 
lying  on  her  back,  and  Gohagen  stated,  “Yes,  yes.”  Gohagen 
then  proceeded  to  explain  how  Melvin  got  a  rope  or  some¬ 
thing,  and  then  George  and  Melvin  tied  her  up.  Gohagen 
stated  that  he  could  not  really  see  what  they  were  using  to 
tie  her  up  but  was  adamant  that  Melvin  and  George  did  the 
tying,  and  he  did  not  participate.  Harvey  asked  Gohagen  if 
the  victim  had  said  anything  to  him  while  he  was  having 
sex  with  her.  Gohagen  stated,  “She  said  don’t,  not  to  listen 
to  Melvin.”  Harvey  asked  Gohagen  why  he  listened  to 
Melvin,  and  Gohagen  stated  he  was  scared  not  only  of 
Melvin  but  also  his  brother  George.  The  sergeant  asked 
Gohagen  if  Melvin  threatened  him,  and  Gohagen  stated, 
“Not  in  words,  but  just  the  looks,  how  he  said  it.”  Sergeant 
asked  Gohagen,  “What  happened  after  Melvin  and  George 
bound  her.”  Gohagen  stated  that  George  carried  her  down 
to  the  basement.  Melvin  and  George  then  proceeded  to  the 
basement,  while  Gohagen  got  dressed.  Gohagen  stated  that 
when  he  came  downstairs,  they  had  her  on  the  floor,  and 
he  heard  her  saying  something  but  it  was  not  clear.  Harvey 
asked,  “What  happened  next?”  Gohagen  said,  “Something 
about  just  go  she  wasn’t  gonna  say  nothing  to  nobody.” 
Sergeant  Harvey  asked  Gohagen  if  anybody  answered  her. 
Gohagen  stated,  “Melvin  said,  ‘I  know  you  ain’t  gonna  say 
nothing  to  nobody.’”  Gohagen  stated  that  the  two  Dejesus 
brothers  began  kicking  and  hitting  the  victim,  who  was  on 
the  floor. 

Gohagen  told  Sergeant  Harvey  that  as  Margaret  was  being 
beaten,  she  kept  telling  them,  “I’m  not  going  to  say  nothing, 
just  don’t  hurt  me.”  Gohagen  said  that  was  when  George 
jumped  in  and  started  kicking  her  two  or  three  times.  Go¬ 
hagen  then  said  that  George  did  not  beat  her  as  bad  as 
Melvin,  who  “thumped”  her  in  the  head.  Gohagen  then  stat¬ 
ed  that  it  got  quiet  in  the  basement,  and  all  he  heard  was  the 
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victim  moaning.  Sergeant  Harvey  asked  him  what  happened 
next,  and  Gohagen  stated  that  he  ran  from  the  house. 

Detective  Sergeant  Harvey  then  returned  the  questioning  to 
the  anal  penetration,  which  Gohagen  failed  to  mention  ear¬ 
lier  in  the  interview.  At  first,  Gohagen  did  not  want  to  admit 
the  anal  sex,  stating,  “I  didn’t  stick  nothing  in  her  butt.” 
Harvey  asked  him,  “Did  you  penetrate  her  anally,  you  know 
what  I  mean  by  anally?”  Gohagen  then  said,  “In  the  butt 
right?”  Harvey  answered  “Yes.”  Gohagen  then  said,  “I  might 
of,  I  might  of.”  Sergeant  Harvey  then  stated  to  Gohagen,  “You 
have  to  remember.  I’m  using  science,  and  with  a  medical 
exam  it  tells  me.  I  don’t  want  to  put  words  in  your  mouth, 
I’m  not  saying  you  did  it,  but  if  you  did  you  must  tell  me 
now.  Somebody  penetrated  her  anus.” 

“Somebody  stuck  something  in  her  butt.  Was  it  you?”  Go¬ 
hagen  then  stated,  “I  didn’t  stick  nothing  in  her  butt.”  Ser¬ 
geant  Harvey  then  asked  him,  “Did  you  stick  your  penis  in 
her?”  Gohagen  answered,  “I  said  it.”  The  sergeant  then  ques¬ 
tioned  Gohagen  as  to  whether  anybody  else  had  sex  with  the 
victim,  and  Gohagen  told  him  no. 

Gohagen  was  apparently  concerned  about  admitting  anal  sex 
with  the  victim.  Detective  Sergeant  Harvey  kept  at  him  until 
finally,  Gohagen  confessed  to  the  anal  sex  as  well.  Sergeant 
Harvey  stated  to  Gohagen,  “Okay  you  had  sex  with  Margaret, 
but  Melvin  barked  out  the  commands  on  what  he  wanted  to 
see  next,  now  is  that  accurate?”  Gohagen  stated,  “As  far  as  I, 
I  mean  as  far  as  I  could  tell  it  was  a  command.”  The  inves¬ 
tigator  said  to  him,  “He  told  you  he  (Melvin)  wanted  to  see 
oral  sex.”  Gohagen  replied,  “Yea,  well  he  told  her  her  cunt 
don’t  work.”  The  interview  revealed  that  Melvin  was  direct¬ 
ing  the  sexual  assault,  including  the  rape  and  subsequent 
anal  sex,  when  he  ordered  Margaret  to  roll  over  on  her  stom¬ 
ach  and  told  Gohagen  “to  do  her.”  Gohagen  agreed  to  take 
a  polygraph,  and  the  interview  was  concluded. 

The  authorities  now  had  sufficient  evidence  to  charge  the 
Dejesus  brothers,  if  they  could  convince  the  Oakland  District 
Attorney’s  Office  to  provide  Gohagen  with  a  plea  bargain. 

Donna  Pendergast,  who  would  be  in  charge  of  the  prosecu¬ 
tion,  wanted  to  be  sure  that  Gohagen  was  telling  the  truth. 
She  directed  that  Gohagen  be  polygraphed  on  the  veracity 
of  his  confession,  as  well  as  the  fact  that  he  did  not  place  a 
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single  kick  or  punch  to  the  victim.  Gohagen  passed.  This  was 
important,  because  the  only  evidence  against  the  Dejesus 
brothers,  who  were  still  out  on  the  street,  would  be  the 
testimony  of  Gohagen. 

The  Sheriff’s  Department  came  to  Pendergast’s  office  and 
made  their  pitch  for  a  deal  for  Gohagen.  They  wanted  a  plea 
bargain  down  to  second  degree  murder  with  no  agreement 
as  to  sentence.  The  Oakland  County  District  Attorney  was 
reluctant,  because  they  had  Gohagen  cold  on  first  degree 
felony  murder.  In  other  words,  Gohagen  would  be  the  state’s 
sole  witness  tying  the  Dejesus  brothers  to  the  murder  and 
would  logically  have  every  motive  in  the  world  to  lie  and 
save  himself.  After  much  thought  and  urging  by  District 
Attorney  Pendergast  and  Sergeant  Harvey,  the  prosecutor 
agreed  to  the  deal,  and  the  trial  was  set.  Both  Dejesus  broth¬ 
ers  were  convicted  as  charged  in  a  jury  trial  in  which  the 
summation  lasted  less  than  3  hours. 

The  two  Dejesus  brothers,  through  their  attorneys,  imme¬ 
diately  filed  for  an  appeal.  A  couple  of  state  appellate  de¬ 
fenders  characterized  Pendergast  as  the  devil  incarnate. 

They  criticized  the  prosecutor  for  referring  to  the  victim  as 
“Margaret”  rather  than  the  body.  They  accused  Pendergast 
of  prosecutorial  misconduct  for  referring  to  the  two  defen¬ 
dants  as  “two  brutal  savage  murderers,”  and  telling  the  jurors 
that  they  would  be  terrified  and  haunted  by  the  facts  of  the 
case.  According  to  the  two  defense  attornies,  Pendergast  fur¬ 
ther  prejudiced  the  defendants  when  she  told  the  jurors  that 
when  they  left  the  courtroom,  “They  will  have  looked  square 
into  the  face  of  evil,  not  once  but  twice.” 

The  Court  of  Appeals  affirmed  their  convictions,  much  to 
the  dismay  of  their  defense  attorneys.  Melvin  and  George 
Dejesus  will  spend  the  rest  of  their  lives  in  prison,  which  is 
probably  too  good  for  them.  Gohagen  was  ultimately  sen¬ 
tenced  to  35  to  80  years  in  prison  for  his  crimes.  And,  Justice 
did  prevail. 

Reconstruction  and  Opinion 

Sadly,  the  victim’s  fate  was  sealed  when  her  son  Jeremy  left  his  mother’s 

home  in  Pontiac,  MI,  distancing  himself  from  the  gang.  The  fact  that 

Margaret  stood  up  to  Melvin,  which  was  witnessed  by  other  gang  members, 

and  was  successful  in  convincing  her  son  to  leave  the  gang,  was  certainly 
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enough  to  put  her  at  risk.  Margaret’s  report  of  drug  dealing  at  the  Dejesus 
house  to  the  Pontiac  Police  Department  was  another  direct  insult  to  Melvin 
and  the  Los  Capones  gang.  Melvin,  in  his  mind  as  the  leader  of  the  gang, 
lost  “respect”  because  of  “this  woman.”  As  Melvin,  George,  and  Gohagen 
sat  around  drinking  beer  and  smoking  pot,  the  discussion  eventually 
turned  to  Margaret  and  how  she  had  “disrespected”  Melvin. 

For  Melvin,  it  was  a  spur-of-the-moment  decision,  without  any 
thought  to  the  consequences  of  his  actions.  Psychopaths  demonstrate  this 
impulsivity  all  of  the  time.  Statements  such  as,  “I  did  it  because  I  felt  like 
it,”  are  quite  common.  These  sorts  of  impulsive  acts  are  aimed  at  instant 
gratification,  pleasure,  or  relief.  In  this  case,  it  was  Melvin’s  need  to  extract 
revenge. 

It  was  Melvin  who  announced  his  intention  of  “messing”  with  Mar¬ 
garet,  and  it  was  Melvin  who  broke  into  the  victim’s  house.  Once  Melvin 
gained  entry,  he  called  the  others  over  to  the  house.  Upon  entry,  the  group 
dynamics  emerged.  Melvin  was  the  recognized  leader.  Melvin  was  aware 
of  Gohagen’s  sexual  assaults  and  rapes  on  women  as  well  as  his  penchant 
for  anal  sex.  Melvin  directed  that  Gohagen  engage  in  sex  with  Margaret, 
and  he  and  George  watched  as  Margaret  was  degraded. 

In  my  opinion,  it  is  possible  that  Melvin  could  not  engage  in  sex  with 
Margaret,  because  she  had  been  in  a  parent  position  to  him  as  a  child. 
Margaret  babysat  these  evil  men  and  changed  their  dirty  diapers  when 
they  were  toddlers.  I  am  positive  that  Margaret  believed  she  had  some 
authority  over  them,  as  demonstrated  when  she  slapped  Melvin  across 
the  face  during  an  earlier  confrontation. 

Melvin  ordered  the  victim  to  perform  oral  sex  on  Gohagen.  He  then 
directed  Gohagen  to  rape  her,  and  then  ordered  the  victim  onto  her 
stomach  so  that  Gohagen  could  anally  assault  her.  These  sexual  acts  were 
intended  to  “put  her  down.”  The  words  that  he  used  as  he  instructed 
Gohagen  were  also  intended  to  degrade  and  dehumanize  her. 

The  covering  of  her  head  with  the  pillowcase  was  a  further  act  of 
depersonalization  and  removed  any  sense  of  emotion  or  feeling  for  the 
victim.  She  was  reduced  to  an  object.  The  beating  was  brutal  and  severe. 
The  kicking  of  her  head  and  the  blows  to  the  body  were  inflicted  with 
vengeance  and  hate. 

Although  they  left  the  victim  for  dead,  the  autopsy  findings  clearly 
indicated  that  after  the  beating,  Margaret  remained  alive  for  some  time, 
as  she  slowly  bled  to  death.  This  was  a  particularly  brutal  crime  orches¬ 
trated  by  Melvin,  a  criminal  psychopath.  Psychopaths  are  much  more 
likely  to  be  violent  and  aggressive  than  other  criminals.  Their  violence  is 
callous,  and  their  motives  are  strictly  for  personal  satisfaction.  Melvin 
Dejesus  directed  Gohagen  to  sexually  assault  the  victim  as  a  punishment. 
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However,  he  also  acted  as  a  voyeur  and  most  probably  enjoyed  watching 
the  victim  suffer  the  ultimate  indignation,  vicariously  achieving  gratifi¬ 
cation.  Psychopaths  display  a  general  lack  of  empathy  and  are  indifferent 
to  the  sufferings  of  others.  Melvin  and  his  brother,  George,  savagely  beat 
and  stomped  their  victim  to  death  as  she  pitifully  pleaded,  begging  them 
not  to  hurt  her  anymore.  And,  we  know  through  Gohagen’s  statements, 
that  when  the  victim  told  Melvin  that  she  would  not  say  anything  to 
anyone,  Melvin  responded,  “I  know  you  ain’t  gonna  say  nothing  to 
nobody.”  At  this  point,  he  had  already  consciously  decided  to  kill  her. 
Psychopaths  are  amoral  and  asocial  and  characterized  by  their  irrespon¬ 
sibility,  lack  of  remorse  or  shame,  perverse  or  impulsive  (oftentimes  crim¬ 
inal)  behavior,  and  other  serious  personality  defects.  Melvin  degraded 
and  destroyed  this  woman  without  feeling  remorse  or  any  sense  of  guilt 
as  he  carried  out  his  heinous  attack  and  revenge. 


Conclusion 


In  the  opinion  of  the  author,  sexual  assaults  and  rapes  have  drastically 
increased,  and  there  are  many  more  incidents  of  stranger  rape  than  here¬ 
tofore  thought.  Many  serial  rapists  have  become  serial  killers,  as  they 
attempt  to  thwart  identification  and  apprehension  by  murdering  their 
victims.  In  reality,  women  are  at  risk  of  sexual  assault  simply  because  they 
are  women.  Most  men  do  not  have  to  worry  about  being  sexually  assaulted 
as  they  go  about  their  business.  Under  certain  circumstances,  women  may 
find  themselves  at  risk  while  on  a  routine  business  trip.  A  woman  traveling 
alone  to  a  major  city  and  staying  at  a  large  hotel  could  very  well  be  the 
target  of  a  sexual  assault. 

I  purposely  selected  a  number  of  cases  within  this  chapter  that  depict 
the  classic  scenarios  encountered  in  rape  and  sodomy  murder.  These  cases 
have  served  as  excellent  examples  of  effective  tactics,  procedures,  and 
forensic  techniques. 

It  is  apparent  that  the  detective  investigating  sex-related  homicides 
must  concentrate  on  locating  the  microscopic  evidence  consistently  asso¬ 
ciated  with  sexual  assault,  as  well  as  the  behavioral  aspects  of  the  event 
focusing  on  MO  and  signature.  The  ability  of  the  investigator  to  elicit 
from  the  suspect  an  account  of  what  actually  occurred  and  then  corrob¬ 
orate  this  information  with  the  physical  evidence  is  the  benchmark  of 
professional  criminal  investigation. 

Therefore,  I  recommend  that  detectives  afford  themselves  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  attend  practical  interview  and  interrogation  schools.  Two 
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schools  proven  to  provide  practical  and  effective  techniques  are  John  Reid 
&  Associates  and  SCAN. 
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Lust  Murder  and 
Deviant-Oriented  Assaults 


Anatomy  of  Lust  Murder 


Definition 

Lust  murders  are  homicides  in  which  the  offender 
stabs,  cuts,  pierces  or  mutilates  the  sexual  regions  or 
organs  of  the  victim’s  body.  The  sexual  mutilation  of 
the  victim  may  include  evisceration,  piquerism,  dis¬ 
placement  of  the  genitalia  in  both  males  and  females, 
and  the  removal  of  the  breasts  in  a  female  victim  (de¬ 
feminization).  It  also  includes  activities  such  as  “pos¬ 
ing”  and  “propping”  of  the  body,  the  insertion  of  objects 
into  the  body  cavities,  anthropophagy  (consumption  of 
blood  and/or  flesh)  and  necrophilia. 

Lust  murders  are  predicated  on  the  obsessive  fantasies 
of  the  offender.  It  is  not  enough  for  these  types  of  killers 
just  to  kill;  they  have  a  compulsive  need  to  act  out  their 
fantasies  with  their  victims  and  their  victims’  bodies. 

This  would  be  the  “Signature”  component  of  the  crime. 

(Geberth,  1998) 

A  psychological  perspective  of  the  development  and  effects  of  deviant 
fantasies  and  behaviors  can  be  found  in  the  psychosexual  disorders,  spe¬ 
cifically,  sexual  sadism  and  other  paraphilias,  as  they  are  listed  in  Diag¬ 
nostic  and  Statistical  Manual  of  Mental  Disorders,  4th  ed.  ( DSM-IV ). 
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Lust  murder  maybe  classified  as  organized  or  disorganized,  depending 
on  the  psychopathology  manifested  in  the  crime  scene  and  the  killings. 
In  addition,  lust  murders  may  have  a  homosexual  as  well  as  heterosexual 
orientation.  In  the  case  of  Jeffrey  Dahmer,  all  of  the  psychodynamics  of 
lust  murder  were  acted  out  on  his  male  victims,  some  of  whom  he 
cannibalized. 

In  the  case  of  an  organized  lust  murderer,  there  will  be  penis  assault 
as  well  as  torture  inflicted  on  the  live  victim  consistent  with  controlled 
rage.  In  the  case  of  a  disorganized  offender,  the  victim  will  be  immediately 
rendered  unconscious  or  dead  by  a  blitz-style  of  attack,  and  there  will  be 
evidence  of  symbolic  and  postmortem  sexual  activities. 

In  both  instances,  however,  the  cutting,  mutilation,  and  overkill  type 
of  wound  structures  will  be  directed  toward  those  parts  of  the  body  that 
the  offender  finds  sexually  significant  to  him  and  that  serve  as  a  sexual 
stimulus.  This  is  consistent  with  sexual  sadism,  which  is  a  chronic  and 
progressive  disorder.  Sadism  is  a  compelling  element  in  some  lust  mur¬ 
ders;  in  others,  arousal  is  not  derived  from  the  infliction  of  pain  and 
suffering  of  the  victim  but  rather  from  the  act  of  killing. 

Lust  murderers  can  also  be  distinguished  from  other  sex-related 
homicide  offenders  by  their  involvement  in  necrophilia.  In  fact,  the 
dynamics  of  lust  murder  and  necrophilia  are  intimately  connected.  The 
Jeffrey  Dahmer  and  Ted  Bundy  cases  are  examples  of  this  dynamic. 

Psychodynamics 

•  The  lust  murderer  who  engages  in  necrophilia  may  not  witness  any 
prolonged  degree  of  suffering  on  the  part  of  the  victim.  However, 
he  is  likely  to  call  upon  his  imagination  and  fantasy  to  supply  him 
with  the  necessary  engram  to  satisfy  his  craving  for  his  depravity. 

•  The  lust  murderer  may  torture  victims  before  killing  them,  and 
then  recall  an  after-image  engram  of  the  sensation  produced  by 
the  physical  torture  and  mutilation.  This  sadistic  scenario  is  thus 
conjured  in  the  imagination,  be  it  a  recreation  of  the  actual  crime 
scene  or  the  product  of  fantasy. 

•  Most  lust  murders  are  viewed  as  behaviors  of  sadistic  sexual  psy¬ 
chopaths.  This  is  the  type  of  offender  who  tortures  and  kills  for 
sexual  gratification,  and  characterizes  the  prototypical  serial  killer 
who  is  an  organized  offender. 

However,  it  should  be  understood  that  disorganized  offenders  are  also 
capable  of  similar  behavior,  and  they  engage  in  related  sadistic  activities 
with  their  victims  as  well. 
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The  primary  difference  between  the  organized  and  disorganized  lust 
murderer  is  the  inability  of  the  disorganized  offender  to  repeatedly  escape 
apprehension.  In  fact,  most  disorganized  lust  murderers  are  apprehended 
at  the  time  of  the  event  or  shortly  thereafter. 


Organized  Offenders 

The  organized  offender  (Geberth,  1996)  is  usually  above  average  in  intel¬ 
ligence.  He  is  methodical  and  cunning.  His  crime  is  well  thought  out  and 
carefully  planned.  He  is  likely  to  own  a  car,  which  is  in  good  condition. 
The  crime  is  usually  committed  out  of  his  area  of  residence  or  work.  He 
is  mobile  and  travels  many  more  miles  than  the  average  person.  Fantasy 
and  ritual  are  important  to  the  organized  personality.  He  selects  a  victim, 
who  he  considers  to  be  the  “right”  type,  someone  he  can  control  (through 
manipulation  or  strength),  usually  a  stranger.  Most  of  his  victims  will 
share  some  common  traits. 

He  is  considered  socially  adept.  He  uses  his  verbal  skills  to  manipulate 
his  victims  and  gain  control  over  them  until  he  has  them  within  his 
“comfort  zone.”  He  is  fully  cognizant  of  the  criminality  of  his  act  and 
takes  pride  in  his  ability  to  thwart  the  police  investigation.  He  is  likely  to 
follow  news  reports  of  the  event  and  will  often  take  a  souvenir  from  his 
victim  as  a  reminder,  which  is  sometimes  used  to  relive  the  event  or 
continue  with  the  fantasy.  (The  souvenir  is  referred  to  as  a  “trophy”  by 
the  organized  offender  when  describing  this  particular  action.) 

The  organized  offender  is  excited  by  the  cruelty  of  the  act  and  may 
engage  in  torturing  the  victim.  Sexual  control  of  the  victim  plays  an 
important  part  in  this  scenario.  He  avoids  leaving  evidence  behind  and 
usually  brings  his  own  weapon.  He  is  aware  of  police  procedures.  The 
body  is  often  removed  from  the  crime  scene.  He  may  do  this  to  taunt  the 
police  or  to  prevent  its  discovery  by  transporting  it  to  a  location  where 
it  will  be  well  hidden. 


Disorganized  Offenders 

The  disorganized  offender  (Geberth,  1996)  is  usually  of  below  average 
intelligence.  He  is  generally  a  loner  type,  who  usually  is  not  married,  and 
who  lives  alone  or  with  a  relative  in  close  proximity  to  the  crime  scene. 
He  experiences  difficulty  in  negotiating  interpersonal  relationships  and 
is  described  as  socially  inadequate.  He  acts  impulsively  under  stress  and 
will  usually  select  a  victim  from  his  own  geographic  area.  In  most 
instances,  this  type  of  offender  will  not  own  a  vehicle  but  will  have  access 
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to  a  vehicle.  Generally,  he  will  avoid  people.  He  is  described  as  sexually 
incompetent,  without  any  meaningful  sexual  relationships.  He  uses  a 
blitz-style  of  attack,  which  catches  the  victim  off  guard. 

This  spontaneous  action  in  which  the  offender  suddenly  acts  out  his 
fantasy  does  not  allow  for  a  conscious  plan  or  even  a  thought  of  being 
detected.  This  is  why  the  crime  scene  will  be  disorganized. 

In  homicide  investigation,  we  call  these  events  a  clustered  crime  scene. 
“A  clustered  crime  scene  involves  a  situation  where  most  of  the  activities 
take  place  at  one  location;  the  confrontation,  the  attack,  the  assault  and 
sexual  activity,  etc.”  (Geberth,  1996,  p.  421). 

The  disorganized  offender  usually  depersonalizes  his  victim  by  facial 
destruction  or  overkill-type  wounds.  Any  sexually  sadistic  acts  are  per¬ 
formed  postmortem.  Mutilation  to  the  genitalia,  rectum,  breasts  of 
females,  neck,  throat,  and  buttocks  are  performed,  because  these  parts  of 
the  body  contain  a  strong  sexual  significance  to  him. 

There  are  significant  differences  between  organized  and  disorganized 
offenders.  However,  there  are  no  situations  in  which  organized  and  dis¬ 
organized  offenders  are  mutually  exclusive.  Both  types  of  murderers  are 
capable  of  all  types  of  behavior. 


Case  Histories  of  Lust  Murders 


Case  History  —  An  Organized  Offender 

The  following  case  comes  from  the  author’s  files.  A  young  wom¬ 
an  discovered  the  bodies  of  her  mother  and  sister.  She  became 
concerned  when  she  could  not  get  an  answer  from  their  tele¬ 
phone.  She  decided  to  go  to  her  mother’s  residence  to  check  on 
them.  She  discovered  her  mother  and  her  sister  dead  in  their 
residence.  Both  victims  had  been  murdered  and  sexually  mu¬ 
tilated.  Her  screams  alerted  neighbors,  who  called  the  police. 

Case  Facts 

Douglas  County  Sheriff’s  officers  responded  to  9-1-1  calls 
from  neighbors  and  entered  the  residence.  They  quickly 
checked  the  victims  for  signs  of  life  and  searched  the  house 
for  additional  victims  as  well  as  suspects.  Upon  “clearing” 
the  premises,  they  secured  the  crime  scene  and  requested 
detectives  to  respond.  The  reporting  witness,  who  was  the 
mother’s  (Rita)  older  married  daughter,  stated  that  she  last 
had  contact  with  her  family  about  10:00  p.m.  the  prior 
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evening.  She  stated  that  the  front  door  was  locked.  She  en¬ 
tered  the  house  through  the  unlocked  rear  sliding  door, 
which  she  knew  to  be  unlocked.  She  first  went  to  her  moth¬ 
er’s  bedroom  and  discovered  the  mutilated  body  of  her  sister. 
She  thought  that  the  body  was  her  mother.  (It  was  actually 
Amanda,  her  sister.)  She  then  ran  hysterically  from  the  bed¬ 
room  to  the  front  door  into  the  family  room,  passing  the 
mutilated  body  of  her  mother  as  she  ran  out  the  door. 

Investigative  Considerations 

Chief  Criminal  Deputy  Robin  Wagg  was  in  charge  of  oper¬ 
ations.  Crime  scene  security  measures  were  implemented 
along  with  a  crime  scene  log.  The  First  Officer  provided 
detectives  with  a  “walk-through”  showing  exactly  where  he 
had  walked  and  what  he  had  touched.  A  designated  walkway 
to  each  victim  was  established  after  making  a  determination 
of  any  trace  evidence. 

The  crime  scene  and  bodies  were  videotaped  and  photo¬ 
graphed  with  35  mm  and  Polaroid  film.  Chief  Deputy  Wagg 
directed  that  Polaroid  photos  were  to  be  taken  in  accordance 
with  tactics  and  procedures  recommended  in  the  text  by 
Geberth  (1996).  These  “work  photos”  were  utilized  to  brief 
the  additional  detectives  who  would  be  arriving  at  the  scene, 
thereby  reducing  any  further  scene  contamination. 

Chief  Criminal  Deputy  Wagg  requested  that  the  Washington 
State  Crime  Scene  Response  Team  respond  and  assist  Dou¬ 
glas  County.  This  is  good  policy  and  makes  sense  in  major 
crime  scene  investigations,  especially  when  the  agency  of 
record  does  not  have  the  required  resources  for  such  an 
event.  A  command  post  was  established  with  logistical  sup¬ 
port.  The  entire  area  surrounding  the  crime  scene  was  se¬ 
cured  and  searched  for  additional  evidence.  A  canvass  of  the 
area  was  undertaken,  along  with  a  request  for  all  incident 
reports  for  the  previous  24  hours. 

Without  disturbing  the  bodies,  the  medical  examiner  con¬ 
ducted  a  preliminary  testing  of  core  body  temperature.  Time 
of  death  was  estimated  to  be  between  11:00  p.m.  and  2:00 
a.m.  During  the  examination  of  the  bodies  at  the  scene,  it 
was  observed  that  apparently,  Rita’s  wristwatch  was  broken 
during  the  struggle  with  her  assailant.  The  watch  was 
stopped  at  11:35  p.m.  The  medical  examiner  described  the 
mutilations  as  very  skilled,  nearly  surgical  in  nature. 
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When  the  suspect  was  finally  apprehended,  it  was  learned 
that  he  worked  as  a  butcher  and  also  engaged  in  the  torture 
and  mutilation  of  animals,  including  cats. 

Excellent  Crime  Scene  Process 

It  should  be  noted  that  in  certain  cases,  the  author  recom¬ 
mends  that  the  body  be  left  in  place  during  the  crime  scene 
process.  This  is  especially  significant  in  the  recovery  of  mi¬ 
croscopic  evidence,  such  as  hairs  and  fibers.  In  this  case,  a 
decision  was  made  to  turn  off  the  heat  in  the  residence  and 
conduct  all  crime  scene  process  within  the  house.  The  Crime 
Scene  Team  processed  the  scene  and  the  bodies  over  the  next 
2.5  days,  recovering  hairs  and  fibers  that  were  eventually 
matched  to  the  suspect.  These  microscopic  traces  may  have 
been  lost  had  the  bodies  been  transported. 

Victimology 

The  mother,  Rita,  was  a  48-year-old  divorcee,  who  worked 
as  a  sales  representative.  She  had  a  relationship  with  a  male 
friend.  However,  she  did  not  live  with  him  because  of  her 
daughter.  She  resided  in  a  single- family  suburban  home  in 
a  rural  area  with  her  14-year-old  daughter,  Amanda,  who 
was  a  high  school  student  and  played  on  the  school  softball 
team.  Unbeknownst  to  the  family,  the  offender  stalked  them 
for  months,  with  the  intent  of  sexually  mutilating  and  killing 
them.  Fourteen-year-old  Amanda  was  the  intended  focus  of 
his  lust  (Figure  9.1  and  Figure  9.2). 

Area 

The  crime  scene  was  within  a  rural  area  in  East  Wenatchee, 
in  Douglas  County,  in  the  state  of  Washington.  The  residence 
was  located  in  a  quiet  neighborhood,  and  the  surrounding 
area  consisted  of  a  number  of  single-family  homes. 

The  Crime  Scene 

Both  victims  were  murdered  and  mutilated  inside  their  res¬ 
idence.  It  was  believed  that  the  killer  entered  the  residence 
using  the  same  unlocked  rear  sliding  door  that  the  reporting 
witness  used  to  enter  the  house.  Amanda’s  body  was  on  the 
master  bed  in  the  north  bedroom.  Rita’s  body  was  on  the 
couch  in  the  family  room  in  the  south  end  of  the  residence. 
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Figure  9.1  Mother's  body.  The  killer  placed  the  victim's  body  on  the  couch  to 
display  her.  Note  the  evisceration  and  the  defeminization.  (Courtesy  of  Chief 
Criminal  Deputy  Robin  Wagg,  Douglas  County,  Washington  Sheriff's  Depart¬ 
ment.)  (See  color  insert  following  page  236.) 


Figure  9.2  Daughter's  body.  The  killer  positioned  the  victim's  body  on  the  bed 
after  engaging  in  sexual  activities.  He  jammed  the  baseball  bat  into  her  vagina. 
(Courtesy  of  Chief  Criminal  Deputy  Robin  Wagg,  Douglas  County,  Washington 
Sheriff's  Department.)  (See  color  insert  following  page  236.) 
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The  mother’s  breasts  were  removed  and  transported  by  the 
offender  from  the  family  room  to  the  north  bedroom  and 
placed  near  the  daughter’s  body.  It  was  determined  that  the 
mutilations  were  done  postmortem. 

Amanda  suffered  severe  blunt  trauma  to  the  left  side  of  her 
head.  Her  body  was  in  the  mother’s  bed  in  a  supine  position. 
She  was  totally  nude,  and  there  was  evidence  that  the  killer 
undressed  her.  She  had  been  eviscerated  from  near  the  vaginal 
area  to  her  chest.  The  skin  surrounding  the  vaginal  area  was 
excised  from  her  body  and  placed  on  the  right  side  of  her 
face.  In  addition,  there  were  numerous  stab  wounds  into  the 
anterior  portion  of  her  neck.  Her  legs  were  spread,  and  her 
arms  were  near  her  side.  A  baseball  bat  was  jammed  into  her 
vaginal  cavity.  The  mother’s  breasts  were  placed  on  a  dresser 
and  headboard  beside  the  daughter’s  body  (Figure  9.3). 

Rita  suffered  numerous  defense-type  wounds  to  her  fore¬ 
arms  and  wrists.  She  also  suffered  several  stab  wounds  into 
the  upper  portion  of  her  body.  She  was  found  lying  in  a 
supine  position  on  a  couch  in  the  family  room.  She  was 


Figure  9.3  Breast.  The  killer  placed  the  mother's  breast  on  an  end  table.  (Cour¬ 
tesy  of  Chief  Criminal  Deputy  Robin  Wagg,  Douglas  County,  Washington  Sher¬ 
iff's  Department.) 
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Figure  9.4  Defensive  wounds.  The  woman  attempted  to  fight  off  her  attacker 
and  received  numerous  sharp-edged  instrument  wounds.  (Courtesy  of  Chief  Crim¬ 
inal  Deputy  Robin  Wagg,  Douglas  County,  Washington  Sheriff's  Department.) 

naked  except  for  a  nightgown,  which  the  killer  pulled  back 
to  expose  the  body,  and  there  was  evidence  that  the  killer 
undressed  her  as  well.  The  offender  also  removed  her  panties 
and  a  tampon.  Rita  was  also  eviscerated  from  the  vaginal 
area  to  mid-chest,  which  exposed  some  internal  organs.  Both 
of  the  victim’s  breasts  were  excised  from  her  chest  and  taken 
into  the  bedroom.  Rita’s  vaginal  area,  including  pubis,  was 
excised  from  the  body  and  placed  into  her  mouth.  The  killer 
posed  the  body  on  the  couch,  with  her  legs  spread  and  her 
arms  by  her  side  (Figure  9.4  and  Figure  9.5). 

The  Autopsy 

Rita  received  31  stab  wounds  to  the  chest,  arms,  left  leg,  neck, 
and  back,  consistent  with  a  knife  attack.  Cause  of  death  was 
multiple  stab  wounds,  causing  massive  internal  and  external 
bleeding.  There  were  postmortem  excisions  of  the  breasts; 
excision  of  the  skin  and  underlying  tissue  of  the  right  pubis, 
vulva,  and  perineum;  incision  of  the  abdomen  and  perito¬ 
neal  area:  evisceration. 

Amanda  suffered  massive  left  cerebral  contusions,  causing 
immediate  death,  as  well  as  16  penetrating  stab  wounds  of 
the  anterior  neck.  Cause  of  death  was  massive  cranial  and 
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Figure  9.5  Evisceration.  The  suspect  eviscerated  the  woman  from  the  vagina 
to  the  breasts.  (Courtesy  of  Chief  Criminal  Deputy  Robin  Wagg,  Douglas  County, 
Washington  Sheriff's  Department.) 

cerebral  trauma  secondary  to  blunt  impact  to  the  left  side 
of  the  head.  There  was  postmortem  excision  of  the  skin 
and  underlying  tissue  of  the  pubis  and  upper  half  of  the 
external  genitalia.  A  baseball  bat  was  jammed  up  through 
the  vaginal  vault.  The  abdomen  and  the  peritoneal  sac  were 
incised:  evisceration. 

The  Suspect 

Chief  Deputy  Robin  Wagg  was  advised  that  a  patrol  officer 
stopped  a  person  named  Jack  Owen  Spillman,  III  at  2:00  a.m. 
on  suspicion  of  burglary.  Spillman  was  driving  a  dark-colored 
Chevy  pickup  truck  with  large  tires  and  a  roll  bar.  He  parked 
near  a  trash  receptacle  in  a  parking  lot  of  a  VFW  hall,  which 
was  closed  for  the  night.  This  VFW  hall  was  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  crime  scene.  When  the  officer  approached  Spillman, 
the  suspect  raised  his  hands  in  a  position  of  surrender.  The 
officer  thought  that  the  suspect,  who  was  dressed  in  black, 
was  a  burglar.  Finding  no  sign  of  a  break-in,  Spillman  was 
properly  identified  and  released.  Investigators  were  dis¬ 
patched  to  the  VFW  hall,  where  the  patrol  officer  confronted 
Spillman.  The  detectives  subsequently  located  what  was  even¬ 
tually  determined  to  be  one  of  the  murder  weapons  lodged 
in  the  bottom  of  a  trash  can  near  where  Spillman  was  parked. 
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Investigators  also  located  another  witness  who  stated  that  a 
dark-colored  Chevy  pickup  truck  with  large  tires  and  a  roll 
bar  was  seen  parked  in  an  elementary  school  parking  lot 
about  250  feet  from  the  rear  of  the  murder  site  at  about  11:30 
p.m.  The  truck  was  backed  in  off  the  street  with  a  clear  view 
of  the  rear  sliding  door  of  the  family’s  house. 

Spillman  was  immediately  put  under  surveillance,  while  oth¬ 
er  detectives  obtained  further  information  and  gathered  ev¬ 
idence  from  the  scene.  The  suspect  had  an  extensive  record 
for  burglary,  rape,  and  indecent  exposure.  He  also  was  a 
suspect  in  a  rape  attempt  involving  another  mother  and 
daughter  living  alone  in  the  same  area  as  these  murders.  The 
surveillance  team  reported  that  they  saw  Spillman  throw 
something  into  the  dumpster  outside  his  apartment.  Chief 
Deputy  Wagg  directed  Waste  Management  to  pick  up  the 
dumpster,  which  was  kept  under  surveillance  by  detectives, 
and  to  bring  it  to  the  Sheriff’s  Office,  where  it  was  searched. 
Inside  the  dumpster  was  a  bloody  ski  mask,  which  was 
matched  to  the  suspect. 

Subsequently,  investigators  learned  that  Spillman  drank 
Amanda’s  blood  and  had  gotten  the  blood  on  his  mask. 

Additional  Information  about  the  Suspect 

Amanda’s  softball  coach  reported  that  he  saw  the  same  dark- 
colored  Chevy  pickup  truck,  identified  as  Spillman’s,  several 
times  at  the  softball  field  during  practices  when  Amanda  was 
present.  A  week  prior  to  the  murders,  another  woman,  who 
lived  a  block  west  of  the  victims,  reported  that  she  saw  Spill¬ 
man  driving  that  same  truck  in  the  area  of  her  residence.  He 
asked  her  if  she  was  married  and  had  a  daughter. 

Authorities  in  Okanagon  County,  WA,  which  borders  on 
Douglas  County,  reported  that  Spillman  was  the  primary 
suspect  in  the  disappearance  and  murder  of  a  10-year-old 
named  Penny.  The  little  girl  was  originally  reported  missing 
by  her  mother,  who  at  the  time  was  living  with  Spillman. 
Spillman  also  participated  in  the  search.  It  should  be  noted 
that  this  is  classic  behavior  for  the  organized  offender  who 
wants  to  experience  a  psychological  high  by  interjecting  him¬ 
self  into  the  police  investigation.  These  offenders  sense  a 
feeling  of  superiority  over  the  police,  and  at  the  same  time, 
gain  an  opportunity  to  monitor  the  police  investigation. 
When  the  body  was  found,  Spillman  left  the  jurisdiction. 
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Figure  9.6  Little  girl.  The  body  of  a  little  girl  who  was  buried  was  positioned 
similar  to  the  manner  that  Mandy  was  discovered.  (Courtesy  of  Chief  Criminal 
Deputy  Robin  Wagg,  Douglas  County,  Washington  Sheriff's  Department.) 

This  victim  had  also  been  eviscerated.  Photos  of  the  body 
position  when  it  was  recovered  were  remarkably  similar  to 
the  “posed”  position  of  Amanda  (Figure  9.6  and  Figure  9.7). 

Spillman  was  arrested  2  weeks  after  the  murders.  Authorities 
executed  a  search  warrant  on  his  person  and  premises  as  well 
as  his  truck.  The  authorities  learned  that  Spillman  placed  the 
bloody  gloves  and  clothes  he  wore  during  the  attack  on  the 
front  seat  of  his  truck  when  he  left  the  crime  scene.  The 
suspect  immediately  invoked  his  rights  and  refused  to  make 
any  statements  to  the  police.  The  suspect  was  held  without 
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Figure  9.7  Body  position.  Similar  to  Penny  Davis.  (Courtesy  of  Chief  Criminal 
Deputy  Robin  Wagg,  Douglas  County,  Washington  Sheriff's  Department.) 

bail.  The  suspect’s  girlfriend  as  well  as  other  witnesses  could 
not  account  for  his  whereabouts  at  the  time  of  the  murder. 

The  blood  on  the  recovered  knife  was  matched  through  DNA 
to  the  victims.  The  hairs  and  fibers  found  at  the  crime  scene 
were  matched  to  Spillman.  It  was  also  learned  that  Spillman 
wore  hospital  gowns  and  gloves  with  tape  during  his  sexual 
assaults  to  prevent  trace  evidence  from  being  discovered  dur¬ 
ing  crime  scene  process.  The  fibers  found  at  the  crime  scene 
matched  these  surgical  gowns. 

Police  Interviews  of  Spillman’s  Cell  Mate 

The  authorities  decided  to  interview  Spillman’s  prison  cell 
mate.  Investigators  learned  that  while  Spillman  was  in  jail, 
he  bragged  about  his  crimes.  The  cell  mate  provided  addi¬ 
tional  information  about  his  strange  behavior.  The  inmate, 
with  no  prior  knowledge  of  the  crime  scene,  precisely  de- 
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scribed  the  manner  of  death  and  the  crime  scene.  Spillman 
bragged  that  his  ambition  was  to  be  the  most  famous  serial 
killer  in  the  country. 

He  also  read  and  studied  a  number  of  serial  murder  cases 
and  used  the  prison  library  for  his  research.  He  planned  on 
avoiding  detection  by  following  some  rules  he  promulgated 
from  his  reading.  Spillman  talked  of  shaving  his  body  hair 
and  wearing  ninja-type  clothing.  He  told  how  he  would  tape 
around  his  feet  and  socks  and  wear  rubber  gloves,  which  he 
would  tape  to  his  sleeves  to  avoid  detection.  Spillman  told 
his  cell  mate  that  if  he  committed  the  crime  in  the  bedroom, 
he  was  going  to  remove  all  linen  and  bedding.  In  any  room 
where  the  acts  occurred,  he  was  going  to  remove  as  much 
material  as  possible  and  bring  it  to  another  location  to  burn. 
He  also  stated  that  he  would  burn  the  entire  house  down  to 
destroy  any  trace  evidence.  He  told  his  cell  mate  that  he 
would  never  do  anything  in  his  hometown,  because,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  FBI  reports  he  read,  this  was  how  many  serial 
killers  got  caught.  Spillman  gleaned  from  the  FBI  materials 
he  read  that  most  serial  killers  had  a  burglary  conviction  in 
their  backgrounds.  He  also  told  of  knocking  his  victims  out 
with  a  baseball  bat  or  heavy  piece  of  pipe  and  then  taping 
their  mouths  so  they  could  not  make  any  noise  while  he  took 
them  to  another  location  to  torture  them.  According  to  the 
cell  mate,  Spillman  would  probably  get  so  emotionally 
wrapped  up  in  his  own  frenzy  that  he  would  start  by  breaking 
his  own  rules. 

Spillman  revealed  his  sexual  fantasies  of  being  anally  sod¬ 
omized  by  a  large  male  while  torturing  and  mutilating  young 
girls.  According  to  the  cell  mate,  Spillman  would  fantasize 
so  intensely  on  this  that  he  would  experience  an  orgasm.  The 
cell  mate  stated  that  there  was  an  emotional  intensity  in 
Spillman’s  eyes  once  he  started  talking  about  his  sexual  fan¬ 
tasies.  On  one  occasion,  Spillman  reportedly  drank  his  own 
blood  after  he  cut  his  arm  with  a  razorblade.  This  wound 
later  required  stitches. 

Spillman’s  sexual  fantasies  included  sexual  assault,  eviscera¬ 
tion,  and  sexual  mutilation  of  young  girls.  He  wanted  to  cut 
off  his  victim’s  breasts  and  vaginas  and  shove  beer  bottles 
and  other  instruments  into  their  sexual  orifices.  He  planned 
on  cutting  out  the  hearts  of  his  victims  during  the  peak  of 
the  sexual  attack  and  then  eating  them. 


Lust  Murder  and  Deviant-Oriented  Assaults 


445 


Spillman  told  his  cell  mate  that  he  wanted  to  build  under¬ 
ground  caves  in  the  woods,  where  he  could  keep  his  victims 
alive  for  a  week  or  two  before  killing  them.  These  caves  would 
have  “play  rooms,”  where  he  could  act  out  his  fantasies  with 
his  slaves.  He  was  also  going  to  construct  long  escape  tunnels 
in  order  to  avoid  apprehension.  Spillman  fancied  himself  a 
werewolf.  He  talked  about  stalking  his  victims  and  waiting 
until  they  were  alone  or  out  of  sight,  where  he  could  knock 
them  out  and  carry  them  off.  He  revealed  that  he  stalked  his 
victims  for  months  prior  to  the  attacks. 

Additional  Information 

The  authorities  learned  that  the  10-year-old  victim  in 
Okanagon  County  was  not  his  intended  target,  but  he  could 
not  separate  the  older  girl,  who  was  about  13  years  old,  from 
the  other  children.  When  he  convinced  the  10-year-old  to 
go  with  him,  he  carried  her  on  his  shoulders  so  there  would 
not  be  any  footprints  to  follow.  When  he  got  her  into  the 
woods,  he  tied  her  to  a  tree.  He  then  started  to  cut  on  her 
with  a  knife.  He  continued  torturing  her  as  she  was  scream¬ 
ing.  This  turned  him  on.  He  then  plunged  the  knife  into  her 
abdomen,  and  she  died.  He  complained  that  she  died  too 
quickly.  He  stated  he  enjoyed  the  cutting  and  the  screaming. 

He  then  had  sex  with  her  dead  body.  After  killing  the  10- 
year-old,  he  placed  her  body  in  the  river,  but  her  body  kept 
coming  back  up.  He  then  buried  her.  He  revealed  that  he 
had  sex  with  her  body  a  number  of  times  by  digging  her  up 
and  engaging  in  necrophilia. 

Disposition 

The  suspect  was  allowed  to  plead  guilty  to  the  three  counts 
of  aggravated  murder  as  well  as  robbery  and  burglary  in  the 
Douglas  County  case.  He  received  life  without  the  possibility 
of  parole  plus  1 16  years. 

Reconstruction  and  Opinion 

The  offender  intended  to  knock  Amanda  out  with  the  baseball  bat  and 
then  sexually  assault  and  mutilate  her  as  she  regained  consciousness. 
However,  he  used  too  much  force,  and  the  blow  resulted  in  her  death. 

He  then  attacked  Rita  as  she  lay  dozing  on  the  couch.  During  this 
attack,  Rita  was  able  to  get  to  her  feet  and  attempted  to  fend  off  the  blows. 
She  received  numerous  defensive  wounds  to  her  forearms,  wrists,  and 
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right  leg,  as  she  valiantly  fought  to  protect  herself  and  her  daughter  from 
this  intruder.  One  of  these  blows  broke  Rita’s  wristwatch,  stopping  it  at 
11:35  p.m.  He  opened  her  nightgown  to  expose  her  breasts  and  undressed 
her  before  stabbing  into  her  chest.  After  killing  Rita,  he  placed  her  body 
back  onto  the  couch  in  a  supine  position,  with  her  legs  spread  and  her 
arms  at  her  side.  He  pulled  the  nightgown  back  to  expose  the  body  and 
removed  her  panties. 

He  then  removed  a  tampon  from  the  victim’s  vagina  and  threw  it  on 
the  floor  next  to  the  couch.  He  eviscerated  Rita  from  the  vaginal  area  to 
her  mid-chest,  exposing  some  of  her  internal  organs.  He  excised  the  skin 
around  Rita’s  vaginal  area,  which  included  her  pubic  hair,  and  inserted 
this  flesh  into  Rita’s  mouth. 

He  then  removed  both  of  her  breasts  and  transported  them  to  the 
bedroom  where  Amanda’s  body  was  located.  He  placed  one  of  Rita’s 
breasts  on  a  dresser  beside  the  daughter  and  placed  the  other  breast  on 
the  headboard  next  to  the  daughter’s  body. 

The  offender  engaged  in  sexual  activities  with  Rita’s  body,  which 
included  drinking  some  of  her  blood.  The  body  was  positioned  with 
“shock  value.”  This  propping  and  posing  of  the  victim  in  a  grotesque 
manner  satisfied  his  sexual  needs. 

Amanda,  who  was  lying  on  her  stomach  when  he  hit  her  with  the  bat, 
suffered  severe  blunt  force  trauma,  which  resulted  in  her  immediate  death. 
Her  body  was  discovered  on  her  mother’s  bed.  The  offender  rearranged 
her  body  in  a  supine  position  as  he  engaged  in  his  sexual  perversion.  The 
offender  removed  Amanda’s  bed  clothing  and  panties,  which  he  rolled  off 
her  legs.  He  then  eviscerated  her  nude  body  from  her  pubic  area  to  her 
chest,  which  exposed  her  internal  organs. 

He  excised  the  skin  around  her  vaginal  area  and  placed  the  pubis  on 
the  side  of  her  face.  The  offender  also  inflicted  16  postmortem  stab 
wounds  into  her  throat.  An  aluminum  baseball  bat  was  jammed  12  to  16 
inches  inside  her  vaginal  cavity.  Amanda’s  legs  were  spread  open,  and  her 
arms  were  near  her  sides. 

Once  again,  the  offender  engaged  in  sexual  activities  with  Amanda’s 
body,  which  included  drinking  some  of  her  blood.  The  offender  remained 
in  the  residence  for  hours,  while  he  mutilated  his  two  victims  and  engaged 
in  his  sadistic  fantasies. 

This  type  of  behavior  would  be  described  as  psychopathic  sexual 
sadism.  Spillman,  who  had  sexual  fantasies  about  sexually  assaulting  and 
mutilating  young  girls,  engaged  in  this  postmortem  activity  with  his 
victims,  creating  an  engram  (a  mind  picture  conjured  up  in  the  imagi¬ 
nation  or  fantasy  or  predicated  on  a  mental  recreation  of  an  actual 
event). 
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Clinical  Assessment 

This  is  a  classic  case  of  an  organized  offender  who  is  a  lust  murderer  and 
a  serial  killer.  These  were  his  second  and  third  murders.  His  first  victim 
was  the  10-year-old  daughter  of  his  live-in  girlfriend.  He  eviscerated  her 
body  and  engaged  in  necrophilia  in  his  postoffense  phase.  Although  he 
was  a  suspect,  the  authorities  did  not  have  sufficient  evidence  to  charge 
him,  and  he  left  the  jurisdiction.  In  the  above  case,  we  see  an  offender 
who  preplanned  the  event,  stalked  his  victims,  brought  his  own  weapon, 
and  left  little  evidence  at  the  scene.  He  stalked  the  family  over  a  period 
of  2  months  in  an  attempt  to  gain  access  to  the  daughter.  He  had  already 
decided  to  kill  the  mother  first  and  then  “enjoy”  himself  with  the  girl. 

A  lust  murderer  who  tortures  victims  before  killing  them  and  then 
recalls  an  after-image  engram  of  the  sensation  produced  by  the  activities 
is  an  example  of  this  dynamic.  The  pathological  sadist  can  only  receive 
sexual  gratification  if  mutilation  is  performed  on  or  upon  the  victim. 

It  should  be  noted  that  his  first  victim’s  injuries  were  similar  to  those 
inflicted  on  the  14-year-old.  Although  fantasy  and  ritual  were  extremely 
important  to  him,  he  remained  in  complete  control  and  was  fully  aware 
of  his  actions  and  his  need  to  avoid  detection. 

Case  History  —  A  Stalker  Case 

Case  Facts 

Angela,  a  white  female,  26  years  of  age,  was  raped  and  sod¬ 
omized  in  her  garden  apartment.  On  August  28  at  approxi¬ 
mately  11:30  a.m.,  her  father  discovered  her  body.  The  father 
went  to  Angela’s  apartment  because  he  had  not  heard  from 
her  and  was  concerned  that  she  did  not  answer  her  tele¬ 
phone.  Her  front  door  was  locked  from  the  inside,  and  her 
car  was  parked  in  the  parking  lot  of  the  complex.  Her  father 
contacted  the  building  manager  and  accompanied  him  back 
to  his  daughter’s  apartment.  Together,  they  entered  her 
locked  apartment  by  using  a  security  passkey  and  discovered 
her  dead  body  on  the  floor  covered  in  blood. 

Police  Response 

Grand  Prairie,  TX  police  responded  to  the  9-1-1  call  from 
the  building  manager.  After  determining  that  the  victim  was 
in  fact  dead  from  apparent  stab  wounds,  they  secured  the 
crime  scene.  The  building  manager  and  father  of  the  victim 
were  questioned  by  uniform  patrol  and  were  requested  to 
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await  arrival  of  the  investigators.  During  this  initial  patrol 
inquiry,  the  officers  elicited  information  from  management 
concerning  some  incidents  that  Angela  complained  about 
and  the  names  of  three  possible  suspects,  which  were  pro¬ 
vided  to  the  arriving  detectives. 

Description  of  the  Crime  Scene 

The  deceased  occupied  an  apartment  on  the  second  floor  of 
a  two-story  garden  apartment  complex.  The  body  of  the 
victim  was  positioned  in  a  supine  position  just  inside  the 
front  door,  with  her  legs  spread.  Near  her  head  lay  her  bloody 
panties.  Her  blouse  was  ripped  open,  exposing  a  blood- 
soaked  bra.  The  bra  was  pushed  up  to  expose  her  breasts. 
Except  for  the  bra,  she  was  totally  nude.  The  condition  of 
the  apartment  indicated  that  there  had  been  a  furious  strug¬ 
gle.  A  trail  of  blood  extended  from  the  victim  throughout 
the  apartment,  indicating  that  she  fought  with  her  assailant 
as  she  attempted  to  ward  off  the  attack  and  escape.  Furniture 
was  knocked  over,  and  a  telephone  answering  machine  was 
on  the  floor  next  to  the  victim’s  body.  There  were  numerous 
stab  wounds  into  the  victim’s  chest  and  breast  area  as  well 
as  obvious  defense  wounds  on  her  hands  and  arms.  There 
was  also  a  blood  splatter  pattern  on  the  wall  near  to  where 
the  body  lay.  In  addition,  her  throat  was  cut,  with  numerous 
slashes  across  the  neck.  There  were  incised  wounds  across 
her  eyes  and  eyelids  (Figure  9.8  and  Figure  9.9). 

The  detectives  were  able  to  substantiate  that  the  offender 
spent  a  significant  amount  of  time  in  the  victim’s  apartment. 
There  was  evidence  in  the  bathroom  that  indicated  he  washed 
the  blood  off  his  hands  and  cleaned  up  in  the  bathroom. 
There  were  bloody  tissues  in  the  sink  and  an  empty  bottle  of 
beer  in  the  trash  receptacle,  similar  to  the  brand  found  in  the 
victim’s  refrigerator.  First  officers  also  discovered  a  blood 
drop  on  the  stairs  leading  to  the  apartment,  suggesting  a 
possible  injury  to  the  offender.  However,  this  turned  out  to 
be  the  victim’s  blood,  which  had  probably  dropped  from  the 
murder  weapon  as  the  offender  left  the  apartment. 

Victimology 

Angela  was  26  years  old  at  the  time  of  her  murder.  She  was 
an  attractive,  single,  white  female  who  lived  alone  in  this 
garden  apartment  complex.  Angela  worked  part-time  as  a 
model  and  aspiring  actress.  People  who  knew  Angela  de- 
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Figure  9.8  Rape  victim.  The  victim's  body  was  discovered  by  her  father  inside 
the  apartment.  The  victim  was  stabbed  113  times.  The  killer  also  slashed  across 
her  eyes  with  the  blade  of  the  knife.  (Courtesy  of  Detective  Sergeant  Alan  Patton, 
Grand  Prairie,  Texas  Police  Department.) 


Figure  9.9  Stab  wounds.  Close  up  of  stab  wounds  into  the  victim's  chest:  lust 
murder.  (Courtesy  of  Detective  Sergeant  Alan  Patton,  Grand  Prairie,  Texas  Police 
Department.) 
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scribed  her  as  an  outgoing  person  who  loved  life  and  liked 
people.  She  dated  regularly  and  had  a  number  of  female 
friends  and  ex-boyfriends;  however,  she  did  not  want  a  se¬ 
rious  relationship  until  she  established  her  career.  According 
to  the  interviews  of  her  friends  and  ex-boyfriends,  a  lot  of 
guys  wanted  more  of  a  relationship  than  she  was  willing  to 
give.  She  was  studying  for  her  nursing  degree  at  Texas  Wom¬ 
en’s  University  and  had  been  afforded  a  Navy  Nurse  Com¬ 
mission.  She  had  already  received  orders  to  work  in  Okinawa 
after  graduation  as  a  commissioned  officer  and  registered 
nurse  in  a  midwife  program  and  was  excited  about  the  op¬ 
portunities.  Angela  previously  served  in  the  U.S.  Army  as  a 
Medic  after  graduation  from  Arlington  High  School,  but 
joined  the  Navy  for  a  nursing  career. 

Investigative  Considerations 

Detective  Alan  Patton  of  the  Grand  Prairie  Police  Depart¬ 
ment  was  assigned  as  the  primary  investigator  on  this  case. 
Detective  Dennis  Clay  and  Evidence  Technician  Don  Swanz, 
who  processed  the  crime  scene  under  the  supervision  of 
Sergeant  Bob  Wilbanks,  assisted  Patton.  It  was  evident  that 
the  homicide  was  sexually  motivated.  The  crime  scene  was 
processed  with  the  objective  of  obtaining  as  much  micro¬ 
scopic  evidence  as  possible  to  link  a  suspect  to  the  crime. 

The  Investigative  Hypothesis 

It  was  suspected  that  the  victim  might  have  known  her  at¬ 
tacker,  because  she  apparently  allowed  the  offender  into  her 
apartment.  There  was  no  evidence  of  a  break  in  or  forced 
entry.  It  was  obvious  that  the  offender  spent  a  considerable 
amount  of  time  in  the  apartment.  The  offender  even  locked 
the  door  upon  leaving  the  premises. 

The  investigation  revealed  that  the  victim’s  father  spoke  to 
her  by  telephone  the  evening  before.  At  that  time,  the  victim 
indicated  that  she  did  not  feel  well.  In  fact,  that  was  the 
reason  he  went  to  his  daughter’s  apartment  the  next  day.  He 
called  that  morning,  but  there  was  no  answer.  He  became 
concerned  and  drove  over  to  the  apartment  complex.  He 
made  contact  with  the  building  manager  and  asked  him  to 
use  the  passkey  to  enter  the  apartment.  When  the  door  was 
opened,  he  saw  the  nude  and  bloodied  body  of  his  daughter 
lying  on  the  living  room  floor. 
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Detectives  began  a  canvass  of  the  apartment  complex  and 
the  immediate  neighborhood.  They  discovered  that  a  neigh¬ 
bor  saw  the  victim  letting  a  man  carrying  fast  food  into  her 
apartment.  Authorities  obtained  a  description  of  that  male 
and  issued  a  plea  for  this  man  to  come  forward  to  assist  in 
the  investigation.  It  was  unknown  whether  or  not  that  male 
left  before  Angela  was  killed. 

Detectives  were  also  able  to  determine  that  two  of  her  neigh¬ 
bors  heard  “screams”  at  about  11:15  p.m.  on  Thursday,  Au¬ 
gust  27.  One  of  her  neighbors,  who  resided  below  Angela, 
heard  a  woman  scream  upstairs  and  then  heard  the  sound 
of  running  in  the  apartment  over  her.  The  other  neighbor, 
who  resided  directly  across  the  hallway,  also  heard  screams 
about  the  same  time.  However,  they  did  not  think  to  call  the 
police  when  silence  suddenly  followed  the  screaming.  The 
neighbors  returned  to  sleep. 

An  autopsy  later  found  that  the  victim’s  trachea  was  cut, 
preventing  her  from  crying  out.  Ironically,  the  victim’s  sister 
called  about  the  same  time.  Of  course,  there  was  no  answer. 

It  was  during  this  time  that  the  offender  was  sexually  assault¬ 
ing  and  killing  Angela. 

Sadly,  had  either  of  the  neighbors  called  9- 1  - 1 ,  the  victim  could 
have  been  saved  and  the  offender  apprehended  at  the  scene. 

Crime  Scene  Process 

The  victim  had  numerous  stab  wounds  into  her  chest  and 
breast.  Therefore,  according  to  Geberth  (1996),  this  case 
would  be  properly  classified  as  a  lust  murder.  She  also  had 
extensive  defense  wounds  on  her  arms  and  hands,  which  she 
sustained  attempting  to  fight  off  her  attacker.  The  blood 
spatter  on  the  rugs,  as  well  as  the  drainage  blood  from  her 
torso,  indicated  that  the  offender  manipulated  her  body  by 
turning  her  over  onto  her  stomach.  He  then  repositioned  her 
body  in  a  supine  position  before  leaving  the  scene.  The  vic¬ 
tim’s  chest  and  breast  area  bore  the  rug  pattern  in  blood  from 
lying  on  the  blood-soaked  rug.  In  fact,  you  could  literally  see 
the  pattern  of  the  wounds  from  her  chest  in  blood  that 
drained  onto  the  carpet.  Also,  some  of  the  wounds  drained 
as  the  body  was  turned,  indicating  that  the  victim’s  body  was 
turned  to  the  left  onto  her  back. 
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When  the  body  was  turned  over  by  the  detectives,  they  ob¬ 
served  additional  stab  wounds  in  her  back.  These  wounds 
were  shallow  and  more  consistent  with  torture-type  injuries. 
The  detectives  observed  blood  on  the  soles  of  her  feet,  indi¬ 
cating  that  the  victim  had  run  through  her  own  blood  as  she 
attempted  to  escape  her  attacker.  In  addition,  investigators 
found  evidence  that  the  killer  took  a  wet  towel  from  the  wash 
and  “cleaned”  the  pubic  area  of  the  victim  prior  to  engaging 
in  vaginal  sex  (Figure  9.10). 

Close  examination  of  the  body  revealed  the  presence  of 
“foreign”  pubic  hairs  caught  in  the  pubis  of  the  victim.  These 
hairs  were  black  in  color  and  contrasted  against  the  lighter 
hair  of  the  victim’s  pubis.  A  crime  scene  photo  was  taken  of 
this  evidence  in  situ.  The  evidence  in  the  crime  scene  indi¬ 
cated  that  she  was  raped  and  anally  sodomized.  This  was 
later  verified  by  the  medical  examiner. 

Before  the  body  was  removed,  the  crime  scene  investigators 
outlined  the  original  position  of  the  body  on  the  carpet  and 
then  had  the  entire  carpet  removed  for  microscopic  analysis. 
This  is  a  recommended  procedure  of  Geberth  (1996).  An 


Figure  9.10  Perpetrator  cleaned  body.  Investigation  indicated  that  the  offender 
took  a  wet  towel  from  the  laundry  and  used  it  to  clean  off  the  blood  on  the 
victim's  abdomen  before  raping  her.  (Courtesy  of  Detective  Sergeant  Alan  Patton, 
Grand  Prairie,  Texas  Police  Department.) 
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additional  nine  pubic  hairs  were  recovered  as  a  result  of  this 
crime  scene  procedure.  A  total  of  1 1  pubic  hairs  were  recov¬ 
ered.  They  were  determined  to  be  Negroid  in  origin  and  were 
eventually  matched  to  the  suspect. 

It  was  apparent  that  the  offender  took  a  beer  from  the  vic¬ 
tim’s  refrigerator  and  brought  the  beer  into  the  bathroom, 
where  he  cleaned  up.  It  was  also  determined  that  the  offender 
wiped  the  beer  bottle  clean  of  any  fingerprints  and  wiped 
the  scene  down. 

The  detectives  learned  during  the  canvass  that  a  male  was 
seen  entering  the  victim’s  apartment  carrying  fast  food.  The 
refrigerator  was  checked,  and  a  box  of  Church’s  Chicken™ 
was  located.  They  processed  the  box  for  fingerprints  with 
negative  results.  However,  more  importantly,  when  they 
opened  the  refrigerator  door,  they  observed  a  smudged  print 
in  blood  on  the  front  of  a  wine  box.  Immediately  to  the  rear 
of  that  same  wine  box  was  a  clear  fingerprint  in  blood.  Ap¬ 
parently,  when  the  offender  moved  the  wine  box  to  get  a 
beer,  he  left  a  perfect  patent  print  in  blood  on  the  container. 

According  to  Geberth  (1996),  an  excellent  recommendation 
after  the  crime  scene  has  been  processed  is  to  do  the  following: 

. . .  have  someone,  who  is  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  scene  go 
over  it  with  you,  hit  by  bit,  first  visually  and  then  physically, 
being  careful  not  to  touch  any  items.  This  person  can  identify 
the  usual  position  of  objects  in  the  scene.  You  can  then  get  a 
complete  inventory  on  the  spot.  Instruct  them  to  take  their  time, 
and  ask  if  they  recognize  any  inconsistencies  or  “foreign”  ma¬ 
terials  present.  Have  them  point  out  the  usual  positions  of 
drapes,  curtains,  blinds,  pictures,  statues,  ashtrays,  etc.  Obtain 
a  detailed  report  (pp.  186-187). 

What  you  are  looking  for  is  any  factor  inconsistent  with  the 
lifestyle  of  the  deceased. 

Upon  processing  the  crime  scene,  the  Grand  Prairie  detec¬ 
tives,  who  had  attended  Practical  Homicide  Investigation® 
courses,  requested  that  the  family  ascertain  if  anything  was 
missing  from  the  apartment.  The  police  learned  that  a  por¬ 
table  TV  and  a  35-mm  camera  were  missing  from  the  apart¬ 
ment.  An  alarm  and  advisory  were  initiated  in  the  event 
someone  attempted  to  pawn  these  items. 
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Autopsy 

On  August  29,  an  autopsy  was  performed  on  the  body  of 
the  victim.  She  was  stabbed  113  times.  Her  throat  was  cut, 
and  there  were  incised  wounds  across  her  eyes  and  defensive 
wounds  on  both  arms  and  hands.  The  weapon  was  estimat¬ 
ed  to  be  approximately  4”  long.  The  cause  of  death  was 
ruled  to  be  multiple  stab  wounds  of  the  chest  and  abdomen: 
homicide. 

She  received  16  stab  wounds  to  the  right  upper  chest;  four 
stab  wounds  to  the  right  upper  arm;  37  stab  wounds  to  the 
right  side  of  abdomen  and  flank;  32  stab  wounds  to  the  left 
upper  chest;  five  stab  wounds  to  the  left  abdomen  and  flank; 
three  stab  wounds  to  the  right  forearm  and  hand;  five  stab 
wounds  to  the  left  forearm  and  hand;  nine  stab  wounds  to 
the  back  of  torso;  and  three  stab  wounds  to  the  inner  aspect 
of  the  left  thigh. 

Internal  wound  tracks  indicated  two  wound  tracks  into  the 
left  ventricle  of  the  heart,  four  to  six  entered  each  of  the 
lungs,  with  the  remaining  wound  tracks  penetrating  the  liver, 
stomach,  and  peritoneal  cavities 

In  addition  to  the  stab  wounds,  there  were  numerous  incised 
wounds  to  the  face,  neck,  and  throat  of  the  victim,  as  well 
as  numerous  defensive-type  wounds  on  her  hands.  There 
was  also  injury  to  the  interior  aspect  of  the  vaginal  vault. 
Her  trachea  had  been  cut,  which  prevented  her  from  scream¬ 
ing.  The  autopsy  revealed  that  the  victim  was  raped  and 
anally  sodomized.  A  rape  kit  procedure  was  employed,  and 
it  was  determined  that  there  was  a  sufficient  amount  of 
genetic  material  to  do  a  DNA  analysis. 

Detective  Investigation 

The  first  officers  established  from  management  and  neigh¬ 
bors  that  within  the  last  3  months,  the  victim  complained 
about  some  unwanted  attention  and  contact  by  male  resi¬ 
dents.  There  were  three  incidents  that  the  detectives  were 
interested  in  pursuing.  One  involved  a  male  neighbor,  who 
came  to  her  door  in  the  middle  of  the  night  and  woke  her, 
wanting  to  come  into  her  apartment.  Another  incident  in¬ 
volved  a  male  who  was  apparently  psychotic.  He  believed  he 
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was  a  former  government  agent  and  that  people  were  watch¬ 
ing  and  following  him.  He  also  believed  that  women  were 
“evil”  and  “prostitutes.”  The  victim  complained  to  manage¬ 
ment  about  him  looking  at  her  strangely.  Then,  there  was 
another  incident  involving  a  former  resident  of  the  apart¬ 
ment  complex,  named  Kenneth  Renord  Smith,  a  32-year-old 
black  male.  According  to  Angela’s  complaint,  he  was  leaving 
notes  on  her  car  indicating  that  he  wanted  to  date  her.  She 
complained  to  management  and  friends  about  these  unwant¬ 
ed  solicitations.  However,  because  Smith  had  since  moved 
from  the  complex  in  June,  the  manager  advised  the  com¬ 
plainant  that  they  could  not  intervene  for  her. 

In  fact,  she  subsequently  confided  in  her  male  professor,  who 
was  also  African-American.  She  told  him  about  the  Smith 
incidents  and  sought  his  advice  on  how  to  deal  with  this 
individual  without  appearing  to  be  prejudiced.  He  advised 
her  to  treat  Smith  like  any  other  unwanted  suitor  and  request 
that  he  leave  her  alone. 

Although  the  Smith  incident  was  the  most  recent,  detectives 
were  more  interested  in  the  unknown  male  who  delivered 
some  fast  food  to  the  apartment  the  night  the  victim  died. 
Initially,  they  could  not  locate  or  identify  this  unknown  male. 

Detectives  were  looking  into  all  aspects  of  the  case  when  they 
received  information  that  the  “unknown  pubic  hairs”  were 
Negroid  in  origin.  At  this  point,  they  began  to  look  more 
closely  at  Smith. 

On  September  10,  Detective  Alan  Patton  interviewed  Smith. 
He  stated  that  he  left  the  complex  in  June  after  divorcing  his 
wife  and  moved  several  miles  away.  He  also  denied  leaving 
any  notes  on  the  victim’s  car,  and  he  voluntarily  provided 
the  authorities  with  his  fingerprints. 

On  September  11,  detectives  contacted  Smith’s  employer  and 
ascertained  that  he  worked  on  Thursday,  August  27,  from 
6:00  a.m.  until  11:00  a.m.  and  did  not  return  to  work  until 
August  28  at  4:00  p.m. 

The  detectives  also  contacted  Smith’s  wife,  who  stated  that 
they  were  separated  and  that  Smith  was  living  alone  at  an¬ 
other  apartment  complex  several  miles  from  the  scene. 
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On  September  13,  other  detectives  who  were  checking  the 
deceased’s  telephone  calls  located  a  U.S.  Marine  pilot  who 
was  stationed  at  Pensacola.  Telephone  records  indicated  that 
he  had  telephone  contact  with  Angela  earlier  in  the  month. 

He  was  interviewed,  and  he  recalled  talking  to  the  deceased 
on  Thursday,  August  20,  a  week  prior  to  her  murder.  The 
deceased  stated  to  him  during  their  conversation,  “The  guy 
that  has  been  leaving  the  notes  on  my  car  is  at  my  door.  I’m 
not  going  to  answer.”  She  then  described  Smith  to  the  Marine. 

On  September  15,  Smith  was  invited  back  to  the  station 
house  for  a  further  interview.  Detective  Patton  wanted  to 
establish  whether  or  not  Smith  had  ever  been  in  the  apart¬ 
ment.  The  fingerprints  detectives  obtained  from  the  subject 
on  September  10  established  that  the  left  middle  finger  of 
Smith  matched  the  bloody  patent  print  on  the  wine  box. 
This  was  extremely  important  evidence,  especially  if  Smith 
had  never  been  in  Angela’s  apartment.  How  did  his  bloody 
fingerprint  end  up  on  a  wine  box  in  the  victim’s  apartment? 
Detective  Patton  needed  to  establish  that  Smith  had  never 
been  in  the  apartment.  After  engaging  in  nonthreatening 
routine  dialogue  with  Smith,  Detective  Patton  suddenly  con¬ 
fronted  Smith  in  the  interview  room,  stating,  “Had  you  ever 
been  in  Angela’s  apartment  at  any  time?”  Smith  stated  to 
Detective  Patton  that  he  had  never  “crossed  the  threshold” 
of  the  deceased’s  apartment. 

At  that  time,  Detective  Patton  informed  Smith  that  his 
bloody  prints  were  found  in  the  apartment  in  the  refrigerator 
when  he  took  out  the  beer.  At  this  point,  Smith  was  formally 
charged  with  Angela’s  murder.  He  invoked  his  rights  under 
Miranda.  Rape  and  sodomy  charges  would  be  added  later, 
after  conferring  with  the  laboratory. 

Detectives  obtained  a  search  warrant  for  exemplars  of  hairs 
and  blood  for  DNA  analysis.  Smith  was  unable  to  present 
a  verifiable  alibi  for  his  whereabouts  at  the  time  of  the 
crime.  Additionally,  because  the  subject  drove  to  the  police 
station  voluntarily  for  the  interview,  the  detectives  decided 
to  get  a  search  warrant  for  his  automobile  to  search  for 
further  evidence. 

The  detectives  located  a  Hershey’s  Kisses®  candy  tin  contain¬ 
ing  the  victim’s  military  collar  brass  and  other  military  unit 
crest  and  insignia  that  the  deceased’s  family  identified 
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as  being  in  her  apartment.  Detectives  also  located  a  piece  of 
paper  in  the  suspect’s  jacket  pocket  with  the  deceased’s  name 
written  on  it  in  her  own  handwriting.  Smith  claimed  he 
found  these  items  at  a  basketball  court  in  Dallas.  Although 
the  subject  could  have  gotten  rid  of  this  evidence,  he  felt  the 
need  to  hold  on  to  these  items,  as  these  were  his  trophies. 

Eventually,  detectives  were  able  to  locate  the  unknown  male 
who  brought  the  Church’s  Chicken™  to  the  deceased’s  apart¬ 
ment.  He  contacted  the  deceased  through  work  and  came 
over  to  her  house  with  the  fast  food,  only  to  find  that  she 
was  not  feeling  well.  He  made  a  date  to  return  and  left  shortly 
thereafter.  He  was  cleared  of  any  involvement  in  the  death 
of  Angela. 

Forensic  Findings 

The  search  warrants  executed  on  Smith  for  physical  speci¬ 
mens  of  blood  and  hair  proved  to  be  valuable.  Eventually, 
all  of  the  hairs  found  on  the  victim  were  matched  to  Smith. 
Also,  a  single  head  hair  was  matched  to  Smith.  The  semen 
and  sperm  found  in  the  victim  were  analyzed  by  Southwest 
Institute  of  Forensic  Sciences  and  matched  through  DNA 
analysis  to  Smith. 

Investigative  Findings 

In  addition,  Detective  Patton  was  able  to  establish  that  Smith 
pawned  a  Bentley  portable  TV  and  a  35-mm  camera  at  a 
pawnshop  in  Irving,  TX,  on  August  29  at  4:00  p.m.  Detective 
Patton  provided  a  photo  array  to  the  pawnshop  employee. 
The  store  clerk  positively  identified  Smith  as  the  person  who 
pawned  the  stolen  items.  Subsequently,  the  family  identified 
the  items  as  those  belonging  to  the  deceased. 

Final  Disposition 

The  subject  was  allowed  to  plead  guilty  to  capital  murder  to 
cover  the  indictment.  In  February  of  the  following  year,  he 
received  a  life  sentence  and  must  serve  35  years  before  parole. 


Reconstruction  and  Opinion 

Smith  stalked  Angela  with  the  intent  of  sexually  assaulting  her  after  being 
repeatedly  rejected  by  the  victim.  He  left  numerous  notes  on  her  car  in 
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the  parking  lot  of  the  apartment  complex  indicating  he  wanted  a  rela¬ 
tionship  with  her.  She  was  not  responding  and  was  actually  ignoring  him. 
This  angered  the  offender,  who  began  stalking  her. 

If  he  could  not  initiate  a  relationship,  then  he  would  have  her  sexually. 
When  he  came  to  her  apartment  complex  the  evening  of  August  27,  he 
brought  a  weapon.  He  clearly  anticipated  the  assault.  He  may  possibly 
have  seen  the  other  gentleman  come  to  Angela’s  apartment  and  then 
waited  for  him  to  leave.  When  he  came  to  her  front  door,  he  was  prepared 
to  force  his  way  in  if  necessary.  I  believe  that  Angela  probably  thought 
that  she  could  explain  to  him  her  lack  of  interest  without  personally 
offending  him,  and  this  might  have  been  the  initial  conversation.  Sud¬ 
denly,  he  lashed  out  at  the  victim,  threatening  her  with  the  knife.  She 
screamed,  and  he  realized  he  would  have  to  “shut  her  up.”  The  incised 
wound  across  the  victim’s  throat  effectively  cut  her  voicebox.  She  contin¬ 
ued  to  struggle,  running  through  the  apartment.  He  knocked  her  to  the 
floor  and  continued  to  stab  into  her  chest  and  breasts.  This  is  the  rationale 
for  labeling  this  attack  a  lust  murder  (Geberth,  1996;  1998).  He  then 
mounted  her  from  the  rear,  anally  penetrating  her  and  stabbing  into  her 
back.  After  turning  the  body  onto  its  back,  he  went  to  the  laundry,  where 
he  removed  a  wet  towel  and  “cleaned”  the  blood  off  her  abdomen.  He 
then  engaged  in  penis-vaginal  assault,  leaving  two  of  his  pubic  hairs 
ensnared  in  the  victim’s  pubis. 

Upon  completion  of  his  attack,  he  went  to  the  refrigerator  and 
removed  a  cold  beer  with  his  bloody  hands,  leaving  a  patent  print  in 
blood  on  the  wine  box.  He  then  went  into  the  bathroom  to  clean  the 
blood  from  his  hands  and  wash  up.  He  wiped  the  bottle  down  to  remove 
his  prints. 

These  actions  are  similar  to  other  cases  which  the  author  investigated 
and  provided  an  assessment.  First,  he  violated  the  victim  and  then  violated 
the  victim’s  personal  space.  He  helped  himself  to  a  beer  in  the  refrigerator. 
He  then  used  the  bathroom  to  “clean  up.”  He  basically  made  himself  at 
home.  When  he  was  satisfied  that  he  removed  any  evidence,  he  looked 
out  to  make  sure  no  one  was  around  and  then  exited,  locking  the  apart¬ 
ment  as  he  left.  In  one  final  outrage,  he  left  the  victim’s  body  positioned 
on  the  floor  with  her  legs  spread. 

Smith  is  a  sexual  psychopath  who  had  no  regard  for  his  victim’s  life, 
only  his  sexual  desire  and  lust.  The  overkill  injuries  speak  volumes  about 
his  anger  and  his  retaliation  over  being  rejected.  The  location  of  these 
penetrating  wounds  into  the  victim’s  chest  and  breasts  manifest  the  psy- 
chosexual  nature  of  the  crime.  The  anal  sodomy  was  perpetrated  to 
degrade  the  victim,  and  the  torture-like  stab  wounds  to  the  back  were  to 
punish  her  for  rejecting  him. 
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He  had  a  stalker  mentality.  He  left  messages  on  the  victim’s  car.  He 
repeatedly  attempted  to  communicate  with  her  despite  her  lack  of  interest. 
He  was  fully  aware  of  the  effects  of  these  actions  and  engaged  in  this 
conduct  as  a  prelude  to  his  attack. 

Taking  possession  of  Angela’s  Hershey’s  Kisses  candy  tin  that  con¬ 
tained  her  military  collar  brass  and  other  military  unit  crest  and  insignia, 
along  with  a  piece  of  paper  with  the  deceased’s  name  written  on  it  in  her 
own  handwriting,  was  an  example  of  taking  a  trophy  of  the  event.  These 
items  took  on  psychological  significance  and  served  as  an  engram  that 
enabled  him  to  recall  the  event  and  fantasize  about  his  sexual  conquest 
over  the  victim. 

When  the  police  asked  him  to  come  in  for  an  interview,  he  traveled 
to  the  police  station  with  the  Hershey’s  Kisses  candy  tin  in  his  car.  This 
is  yet  another  example  of  how  a  psychopath  may  demonstrate  that  he  is 
superior  to  the  police.  He  probably  thought  that  this  was  quite  funny.  As 
the  police  were  interviewing  him  about  the  murder,  he  had  the  evidence 
of  the  crime  located  right  outside  in  his  car. 

The  piece  of  paper  with  the  victim’s  handwriting  on  it  is  another 
example  of  an  offender  keeping  something  personal  that  belonged  to  the 
victim  as  a  physical  reminder  of  the  event.  An  important  investigative 
consideration  is  that  it  is  not  the  value  or  worth  of  an  item  taken  by  an 
offender  that  is  of  great  consequence,  but  the  psychological  significance 
of  this  item  to  the  sexual  psychopath  (Author’s  hies).  (Refer  to  Geberth, 
1996,  Chapter  20,  p.  683.) 

Case  History  —  A  Disorganized  Lust  Murderer 

The  following  case  comes  from  the  author’s  hies.  The  female 
victim,  who  lived  alone  in  a  rural  area,  was  found  murdered 
in  her  home.  Her  body  was  discovered  by  a  deputy  who  was 
checking  on  her  welfare.  Her  nude  body  was  mutilated,  and 
there  was  evidence  of  sexual  activity  in  the  crime  scene.  Two 
weeks  earlier,  on  February  27,  she  confronted  a  burglar  in 
her  home  who  was  stealing  her  panties.  She  chased  him  out 
with  a  fire  poker  and  reported  the  crime  to  the  police,  who 
took  a  burglary  report.  Their  primary  suspect  was  a  “fetish 
burglar”  known  by  people  in  the  community  who  considered 
him  a  nuisance. 

The  next  day  on  February  28,  the  suspect  appeared  at  the 
store  where  the  victim  worked.  He  made  verbal  contact  with 
her,  knowing  she  would  recognize  him.  He  apparently  want¬ 
ed  to  see  her  reaction.  The  victim  got  his  description  and 
wrote  his  plate  number  when  he  left.  She  conferred  with 
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friends  and  ascertained  the  suspect’s  name.  She  advised  the 
police.  The  deputy  who  investigated  the  burglary  obtained 
an  old  arrest  photo  from  records  to  show  the  victim. 

On  March  3,  the  deputy  showed  the  victim  a  photo  array. 
However,  the  victim  was  not  sure  she  could  identify  him. 
The  deputy  decided  to  interview  the  suspect  and  get  a  more 
current  picture  of  him.  On  March  9,  the  victim  informed  a 
friend  of  the  break  in  and  named  the  suspect.  That  same 
day,  the  friend  watched  the  victim  as  she  drove  away  toward 
work  and  saw  the  suspect  following  the  victim  in  his  orange 
Chevy  Citation. 

On  March  11,  the  suspect  waited  for  the  victim  to  come 
home  from  work.  The  suspect  hid  in  a  wood  closet  on  the 
porch  of  the  victim’s  home,  waiting  for  her  to  return  from 
work.  As  the  victim  unlocked  her  door  with  her  key,  she  was 
attacked  blitz-style  with  a  knife  (Figure  9.11). 

She  was  repeatedly  stabbed  in  the  breast  and  chest  area  and 
suffered  a  number  of  defense  wounds.  The  victim  desperately 
fought  with  him  on  the  porch  as  is  evidenced  by  the  obvious 
disturbance  and  the  defense  wounds  she  received  (Figure  9.12). 

The  suspect  then  carried  the  victim’s  body  into  the  house, 
where  he  began  a  bizarre  18-hour  sexual  ritual.  The  suspect 
cut  out  the  crotch  area  of  the  victim’s  pants  and  then  began 
disrobing  her  by  cutting  all  of  the  garments  from  her  person. 
He  then  dressed  in  the  victim’s  undergarments,  complete 
with  make-up,  water  balloons  for  breasts,  and  padding  from 
a  pillow  he  cut  open.  He  also  took  a  pair  of  the  victim’s  high 
heel  shoes  and  cut  the  heel  portion  out  so  that  he  could  wear 
them  as  well.  He  glued  on  false  fingernails  and  then  polished 
his  “new  nails”  with  red  nail  polish.  He  inserted  objects  into 
her  vagina  and  masturbated  on  the  victim’s  body.  While  in 
the  victim’s  residence,  he  made  a  number  of  phone  calls  to 
a  1-900  service,  which  totaled  $643.00.  The  suspect  managed 
to  escape  out  a  rear  door  when  police  arrived  at  the  victim’s 
home.  However  he  was  quickly  located  and  taken  into  cus¬ 
tody  by  officers  who  found  him  hiding  in  a  closet  in  another 
home  in  the  area  (Figure  9.13  to  Figure  9.17). 

Clinical  Assessment 

This  is  a  classic  case  of  a  disorganized  offender  who  is  a  lust 
murderer.  The  subject  started  his  fetish  burglaries  as  a 
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Figure  9.11  Lust  murder.  This  victim  suffered  a  blitz-attack  by  a  fetish  burglar, 
who  was  waiting  for  her  to  return  from  work.  Note  the  attack  to  the  breast  and 
chest  area.  (Courtesy  of  Detective  Bryan  Skordahl,  Clark  County,  Washington 
Sheriff's  Office.) 


Figure  9.12  Defense  wounds.  Classic  defense  wound  pattern  on  victim's  hands 
as  she  tried  to  ward  off  the  attack.  (Courtesy  of  Detective  Bryan  Skordahl,  Clark 
County,  Washington  Sheriff's  Office.) 
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Figure  9.13  Victim's  jeans.  The  offender  cut  out  the  crotch  area  and  then 
disrobed  her  body  by  cutting  the  garments  off  of  her  body.  (Courtesy  of  Detective 
Bryan  Skordahl,  Clark  County,  Washington  Sheriff's  Office.) 


Figure  9.14  Victim's  bra.  Note  that  the  bra  was  cut.  (Courtesy  of  Detective 
Bryan  Skordahl,  Clark  County,  Washington  Sheriff's  Office.) 
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Figure  9.15  Victim's  high  heel  shoes.  The  offender  cut  out  the  heel  portion  of 
the  victim's  high  heel  shoes  so  that  he  could  wear  them.  (Courtesy  of  Detective 
Bryan  Skordahl,  Clark  County,  Washington  Sheriff's  Office.) 


Figure  9.16  Water  balloons.  The  offender  simulated  breasts  with  these  two 
balloons,  which  he  filled  with  water  and  wore  with  the  victim's  bra.  (Courtesy 
of  Detective  Bryan  Skordahl,  Clark  County,  Washington  Sheriff's  Office.) 
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Figure  9.17  Victim's  body.  The  offender  then  spent  18  hours  performing  a 
sexual  ritual  with  the  victim's  body,  as  he  inserted  objects  into  her  vagina  and 
masturbated  on  her.  While  on  the  premises,  he  made  a  number  of  telephone  calls 
to  a  1-900  service,  which  totaled  $643.00.  (Courtesy  of  Detective  Bryan  Skordahl, 
Clark  County,  Washington  Sheriff's  Office.) 

youngster.  He  progressed  from  panty  theft,  which  was 
substitutive  sexual  behavior,  to  physically  confronting  some 
of  his  victims. 

The  police  retrieved  magazines  and  articles  on  gender  change 
and  cross-dressing  and  a  large  collection  of  pornography 
from  the  suspect’s  home.  Police  interviews  revealed  that  he 
previously  molested  his  own  sister  and  stole  her  panties.  The 
sister  was  forced  to  sleep  with  her  door  locked  because  she 
was  in  fear  from  her  own  brother. 

The  suspect  was  a  classic  sexual  deviant  whose  past  behavior 
as  well  as  his  activities  with  the  victim  in  the  crime  scene 
clearly  demonstrated  his  sadistic  progression  and  potential 
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dangerousness.  He  interacted  with  the  victim’s  corpse  as  if 
she  were  alive,  as  he  called  upon  his  imagination  and  fantasy 
to  supply  him  with  the  necessary  engrams  to  satisfy  his  crav¬ 
ing  for  his  depravity.  The  necrophilia  and  interaction  with 
the  victim’s  body  were  clearly  enhanced  by  the  1-900  calls. 

In  fact,  he  was  so  engrossed  with  his  fantasy,  he  was  almost 
caught  in  the  house. 

He  manifested  the  paraphilias  of  sexual  sadism,  which  was  the 
driving  force,  and  necrophilia,  coupled  with  the  substitutive 
paraphilias  of  voyeurism,  fetishism,  transvestic  fetishism  with 
apparent  gender  dysphoria,  and  telephone  scatologia. 

Case  History — Lust  Murder:  Offender  with  Sexual  Dysfunction: 

Disorganized  Offender  Acts  Out  with  Victim’s  Body 

Case  Facts 

Police  received  an  anonymous  call  reporting  a  body  of  a 
female  in  an  area  used  as  an  illegal  dump  site.  Patrol  officers 
responded  and  stopped  any  vehicles  within  the  area.  Upon 
their  arrival,  the  officers  observed  a  nude,  light-skinned, 
black  female  who  appeared  to  be  approximately  25  to  35 
years  of  age.  There  was  evidence  of  mutilation. 

The  Crime  Scene 

The  officers  observed  tire  marks  from  a  vehicle,  suggesting 
that  the  body  was  transported  to  the  scene.  There  was  only 
about  a  1h  pint  of  blood  found  beneath  the  neck  area  of  the 
victim.  The  victim  was  cut  open  from  the  vagina  to  the 
sternum.  She  had  deep  slashing  wounds  to  the  throat  and 
inner  thigh.  The  body  was  lying  spread-eagle  on  her  back.  A 
dismembered  breast  was  lying  on  the  left  side  of  her  face. 
The  other  breast  was  placed  on  her  abdomen,  with  an  ap¬ 
parently  used  condom  upon  it.  Another  unused  condom  was 
located  between  the  victim’s  feet.  The  surrounding  area  was 
immediately  cordoned  off,  and  detectives  were  notified.  All 
vehicles  traveling  in  the  area  were  stopped,  and  the  drivers 
were  identified. 

Possible  Suspect 

One  of  the  occupants  of  a  vehicle  stopped  by  police  appeared 
to  be  intoxicated.  When  the  officer  asked  for  identification, 
the  subject  had  difficulty  producing  his  license. 
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When  the  officer  requested  the  occupant  exit  his  vehicle,  he 
observed  a  gun  and  a  bloodstained  knife  in  the  compartment 
in  the  door.  The  subject  was  arrested  at  the  scene  for  DWI 
and  possession  of  a  loaded  firearm. 

The  suspect,  after  being  provided  with  his  Miranda  warn¬ 
ings,  gave  an  extremely  detailed  statement  that  had  him  trav¬ 
eling  from  place  to  place  and  purchasing  pints  of  vodka  and 
drinking  throughout  the  day.  When  officers  asked  him  about 
the  gun,  blood,  and  the  bloodstained  knife  and  ax  found 
inside  his  vehicle,  he  stated  he  did  not  know  anything  about 
them.  Later,  investigators  discovered  that  the  subject  bought 
the  gun  on  the  “street”  a  few  weeks  earlier. 

The  Confession 

The  suspect  was  brought  to  the  Michigan  State  Police  to  take 
a  polygraph  test.  The  suspect  confessed  to  the  state  police 
investigator.  He  admitted  to  picking  up  a  prostitute,  who 
offered  him  oral  sex  for  $20.00.  When  the  victim  entered  the 
car,  they  went  to  a  location  to  engage  in  sex,  and  according 
to  the  suspect,  she  raised  the  price  to  $40.00.  There  was  an 
argument  and  a  physical  altercation.  During  this  argument, 
the  victim  was  shot,  and  according  to  the  suspect,  fell  to  the 
ground.  He  stated  that  he  realized  she  was  dead  and  removed 
all  of  her  clothes.  He  then  got  the  knife  and  ax  out  of  his 
vehicle  and  used  the  knife  to  cut  off  her  breasts  and  the  ax 
to  chop  the  victim’s  neck  and  pubic  area.  The  suspect  stated 
he  used  the  victim’s  clothes  to  wipe  the  blood  off  the  ax  and 
rear  seat  of  his  vehicle.  He  stated  that  he  threw  the  blood¬ 
stained  clothing  out  of  the  window  of  his  car  as  he  drove 
away.  He  stated  that  he  drove  back  to  the  scene  to  see  if 
anyone  discovered  the  body,  which  is  when  the  uniform 
officer  stopped  him.  Investigators  located  the  several  pieces 
of  bloodstained  clothing  along  the  route  the  suspect  told 
police  he  traveled. 

Clinical  Assessment 

This  is  a  classic  case  of  a  disorganized  offender  who  became 
a  lust  murderer  as  a  result  of  being  unable  to  sexually  per¬ 
form.  He  then  acted  out  a  perverse  fantasy  with  the  victim’s 
body. 

His  confession  was  obviously  bogus  based  on  the  forensics 
and  was  not  consistent  with  the  facts  of  the  case.  This  victim 
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was  transported  to  the  dump  location  after  death  and  was 
mutilated  postmortem  with  the  implements  the  perpetrator 
had  in  his  car.  He  removed  her  breasts  and  placed  them  in 
a  position  that  was  significant  to  him  in  connection  with  the 
dynamics  of  this  event.  The  deep  cuts  into  her  throat  are 
highly  suggestive  that  he  was  destroying  the  voice  that  ridi¬ 
culed  him  as  he  revealed  his  impotence  and  could  not  per¬ 
form.  The  position  of  the  body  splayed  out  with  the  arms 
over  her  head  and  the  legs  spread  open  is  an  important 
consideration  in  understanding  his  need  to  dominate  her 
sexually.  He  eviscerated  the  woman  with  a  deep  cut  that  ran 
from  her  vagina  to  her  upper  chest.  He  created  a  sexual 
presentation  and  wanted  the  body  discovered  to  show  his 
superiority  over  her.  The  deep  cut  into  her  upper  right  inner 
thigh  was  a  pathologically  sadistic  wound.  The  placing  of 
one  of  the  woman’s  breasts  over  her  face  was  an  act  of  de¬ 
personalization.  Axing  out  the  vaginal  area  and  then  placing 
the  other  breast  over  the  pubis  with  a  used  condom  on  top 
was  another  act  of  defiance  and  was  highly  suggestive  that 
he  was  unable  to  sexually  perform  and  was  “making  a  state¬ 
ment”  that  he  sexually  conquered  her  by  his  presentation  of 
the  woman’s  body.  Placing  her  body  at  a  dump  site  was  a 
further  act  of  humiliation  and  degradation  (Figure  9.18,  Fig¬ 
ure  9.19,  and  Figure  9.20)  (Author’s  files). 

Case  History  —  Deviant-Oriented  Assault:  A  Classic  Disorga¬ 
nized  Offender 

Case  Facts 

On  a  Sunday  evening,  September  10,  at  approximately  1800 
hours,  a  baby’s  body  was  found  by  hikers  and  a  doctor  as 
they  were  jogging  in  a  wooded  area  of  Valley  Forge  National 
Historic  Park,  PA.  The  body  was  an  unidentified  white  female 
approximately  2  years  old.  The  people  who  discovered  the 
body  alerted  a  Pennsylvania  State  Trooper  who  was  passing 
through  the  park  on  patrol.  The  trooper  called  for  assistance 
and  established  a  crime  scene.  CPR  was  begun  on  the  infant, 
who  was  then  transported  by  ambulance  to  Phoenixville 
Hospital,  where  she  was  pronounced  dead.  The  child  had 
been  strangled  to  death. 

Police  Response  —  Crime  Scene  #1 

This  area  of  the  park  was  near  the  Montgomery  and  Chester 
Counties  border  in  Pennsylvania.  The  Upper  Merion  Police 
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Figure  9.18  Lust  murder.  The  offender  severed  the  victim's  breasts  from  her 
chest.  He  placed  one  breast  across  her  face.  (Courtesy  of  Detective  Marc  Abdilla, 
Township  of  Van  Buren,  Michigan  Department  of  Public  Safety.) 


Figure  9.19  Lust  murder.  Close-up  of  severed  breast  on  a  victim's  face.  (Cour¬ 
tesy  of  Detective  Marc  Abdilla,  Township  of  Van  Buren,  Michigan  Department 
of  Public  Safety.) 
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Figure  9.20  Lust  Murder  —  Gross  Mutilation.  The  offender,  who  told  police 
that  he  had  mutilated  the  body  at  the  place  of  discovery  had  severed  the  victim's 
breasts  and  placed  them  on  her  body.  However,  there  was  only  about  a  pint  of 
blood  found  at  the  scene.  This  body  was  obviously  placed  here  for  shock  value 
after  having  been  killed  elsewhere.  (Courtesy  of  Detective  Marc  Abdilla,  Town¬ 
ship  of  Van  Buren,  Michigan  Department  of  Public  Safety.)  (See  color  insert 
following  page  236.) 


and  the  Park  Rangers  were  notified  to  respond.  The  actual 
jurisdiction  of  the  incident  was  determined  to  be  in  Upper 
Merion  within  Montgomery  County.  The  Montgomery 
County  District  Attorney’s  Office  was  notified,  and  County 
Homicide  Detectives  Lieutenant  john  Fallon  and  Detective 
Richard  Peffall  were  dispatched  to  assist  Upper  Merion  Police 
Detective  Bruce  Saville  in  the  investigation  and  to  respond 
to  Phoenixville  Hospital. 

Investigative  Considerations 

The  crime  scene  was  within  a  wooded  area  of  the  park,  and 
darkness  was  settling  in.  The  initial  search  concentrated  on 
locating  additional  victims  and  any  obvious  items  of  evidence 
within  the  immediate  area  where  the  baby’s  body  was  found. 

In  accordance  with  Practical  Homicide  Investigation  techniques, 
a  decision  was  made  to  postpone  any  detailed  search  until  the 
next  morning.  This  was  due  to  the  geography  of  the  scene  and 
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the  increasing  darkness.  Upper  Merion  Police  and  Park  Rangers 
guarded  the  crime  scene  area  throughout  the  night. 

While  at  the  crime  scene,  detectives  were  informed  that  a 
man  reported  to  police  that  his  wife  Lisa  and  their  19-month- 
old  baby  daughter,  Devon,  had  not  returned  home  from  a 
shopping  trip  to  a  shopping  center  in  Collegeville,  PA.  De¬ 
tectives  met  the  husband  and  relatives  at  the  Phoenixville 
hospital  and  requested  that  he  look  at  the  body.  The  husband 
refused  to  look  at  the  body.  Family  relatives  identified  the 
body  as  the  missing  19-month-old  child.  Because  the  hus¬ 
band  refused  to  view  the  body  and  the  mother  of  the  child 
was  still  missing,  police  considered  the  husband  a  suspect. 

Crime  Scene  #2,  September  10,  10:00  p.m. 

On  Sunday  evening,  September  10,  at  approximately  9:20  p.m., 
the  Collegeville  police  located  the  missing  womans  1988  Pon¬ 
tiac  Firebird  in  a  parking  lot  in  the  Collegeville  Shopping 
Center  in  Collegeville,  PA.  The  car  was  parked  in  front  of  a 
Hallmark®  store  and  the  “YOUR  KIDZ  8c  MINE”  children’s 
clothing  store.  The  police  immediately  secured  the  car  and 
established  a  crime  scene  around  the  area  of  the  car.  Detectives 
were  notified  and  proceeded  to  process  the  auto  and  the  scene. 

The  car  was  unlocked,  and  the  driver’s  side  window  was 
down.  There  were  no  signs  of  forced  entry  into  the  vehicle. 
The  front  seat  was  pushed  forward.  There  was  a  baby  carseat 
in  the  back.  The  victim’s  empty  purse  and  her  identification 
were  recovered  in  the  car.  No  cash  was  found. 

Investigative  Considerations 

Upper  Merion  and  Montgomery  County  Detectives  began 
questioning  family  members  and  friends.  There  were  no 
leads  as  to  Lisa’s  whereabouts.  At  this  point,  the  full  thrust 
of  the  police  investigation  concentrated  on  the  family.  The 
husband  remained  a  suspect.  However,  the  police  were  also 
focusing  on  the  possible  involvement  of  the  mother  in  her 
daughter’s  death.  It  was  unknown  if  Lisa  was  alive  or  dead, 
a  victim  or  a  perpetrator. 

Major  Case  Error 

According  to  Practical  Homicide  Investigation  tech¬ 
niques,  when  a  major  case  is  initiated,  all  information 
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needs  to  go  through  a  central  command,  and  no  indepen¬ 
dent  actions  should  be  initiated  or  taken  without  consult¬ 
ing  the  command  post  and  the  lead  detective.  To  do 
otherwise  could  jeopardize  the  efficiency  and  integrity  of 
the  overall  inquiry. 

Independent  of  the  County  Police,  Collegeville  Police  con¬ 
tacted  the  owner  of  the  “YOUR  KIDZ  &  MINE”  store.  She 
told  them  that  the  clerk  on  duty  before  closing  was  her  21- 
year-old  son,  Caleb.  She  stated  that  her  son  would  not  be 
home  until  early  morning  because  he  was  at  a  nightclub  in 
Philadelphia.  On  Monday,  September  1 1,  at  1:15  a.m.,  Caleb 
called  the  Collegeville  Police  as  requested  and  spoke  to  a 
desk  sergeant.  He  reported  that  he  closed  the  store  at  about 
5:30  p.m.  on  Sunday  afternoon.  The  sergeant  gave  Caleb  a 
physical  and  clothing  description  of  Lisa  and  her  daughter, 
Devon.  Caleb  stated  that  he  did  not  remember  them  be¬ 
cause  he  saw  several  women  in  the  store  that  day  wearing 
similar  black  blouses.  Caleb  then  volunteered  information 
to  the  desk  sergeant  that  while  he  was  at  the  downtown 
Philadelphia  nightclub,  his  face  was  scratched  during  a  fight 
that  Sunday  evening.  The  desk  sergeant  never  thought  he 
should  immediately  notify  the  detectives.  He  simply  filled 
out  a  report. 

Investigative  Considerations 

On  Monday  morning,  September  1 1 ,  the  media  was  alerted 
about  this  incident.  In  order  to  enlist  public  assistance  in 
locating  Lisa  and  her  baby,  they  were  provided  photographs 
of  Lisa  and  her  car.  Media  representatives  were  present  at 
Valley  Forge  National  Park  and  the  Collegeville  Shopping 
Center  to  cover  this  breaking  story. 

Crime  Scene  #1:  Valley  Forge  National  Historic  Park 

On  Monday  morning,  an  extensive  crime  scene  search  was 
initiated  in  the  area  where  the  child’s  body  was  found.  Hun¬ 
dreds  of  firefighters,  Park  Rangers,  and  police  officers 
scoured  Valley  Forge  Park  for  signs  of  Lisa  and  evidence.  In 
addition,  because  the  park  is  federal  property,  the  FBI  pro¬ 
vided  an  infrared  tracking  device  and  helicopter.  The  Penn¬ 
sylvania  State  Police  also  provided  a  helicopter  and  tracking 
dogs.  Detectives  recovered  forensic  evidence,  but  there  was 
no  trace  of  Lisa  or  her  body. 
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Autopsy 

Although  Phoenixville  Hospital  is  in  Chester  County,  the 
Chester  County  Coroner  yielded  jurisdiction  over  the  child’s 
body.  On  Monday,  September  11,  the  autopsy  was  performed 
in  Lansdale,  PA  by  Isadore  Mihalakis.  The  cause  of  death  was 
asphyxia  with  evidence  of  suffocation  and  strangulation. 

Investigative  Considerations 

On  Monday  morning,  Detective  Bruce  Saville,  who  was  as¬ 
signed  as  the  primary  investigator  from  Upper  Merion,  be¬ 
came  aware  of  the  Collegeville  patrol  sergeant’s  report  on  the 
store  clerk.  He  immediately  realized  its  significance  as  well 
as  the  potential  harm  this  action  might  cause  the  investiga¬ 
tion.  The  Collegeville  police  never  informed  the  detectives 
that  they  were  calling  the  business  owners  at  the  shopping 
center.  Detective  Saville  was  aware  of  several  contacts  with 
the  store  clerk,  named  Caleb,  and  the  Upper  Merion  Police. 
In  fact,  Caleb  was  identified  in  connection  with  sexual  ha¬ 
rassment  of  female  joggers,  indecent  remarks,  and  other  in¬ 
cidents.  However,  the  victims  were  reluctant  to  press  charges, 
and  Caleb  was  never  prosecuted.  Detective  Saville  and  De¬ 
tective  Peffall,  from  Montgomery  County  Police,  immediate¬ 
ly  went  to  the  “YOUR  KIDZ  &  MINE”  clothing  store  to 
interview  Caleb,  while  other  investigators  continued  to 
search  for  Lisa. 

Caleb  was  requested  to  accompany  the  detectives  to  the  Up¬ 
per  Merion  police  station  for  an  interview.  Caleb  called  his 
mother  to  tell  her  he  was  closing  the  store  temporarily  and 
was  going  to  the  police  station  to  give  a  statement.  During 
the  interview,  the  detectives  noticed  that  he  had  make-up  on 
his  face.  He  told  them  that  he  had  gotten  his  face  scratched 
by  someone  during  mosh  dancing.  He  was  asked  to  remove 
the  make-up.  Detectives  observed  several  “fingernail-type” 
scratches  on  his  face.  There  were  also  scratches  on  his  wrists. 
Caleb  then  gave  a  voluntary  statement  and  an  extensive  alibi 
after  being  advised  of  his  rights  (Figure  9.21). 

Crime  Scene  #3:  The  “Your  Kidz  &  Mine”  Clothing  Store 

Investigators  obtained  written  consent  from  the  clerk  to 
search  the  “YOUR  KIDZ  &  MINE”  clothing  store.  The  story 
had  attracted  a  great  deal  of  media  attention.  Because  Lisa’s 
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Figure  9.21  Suspect's  scratched  face.  (Courtesy  of  Lieutenant  John  Fallon  and 
Detective  Richard  Peffall,  Montgomery  County,  Pennsylvania  Detectives.) 

car  was  recovered  at  the  Collegeville  Shopping  Center,  there 
was  a  substantial  media  presence  there  when  crime  scene 
investigators  arrived  to  search  the  store  and  surrounding  area. 

A  local  television  reporter  approached  the  officers  and  re¬ 
ported  that  earlier  that  morning  he  saw  a  young  white  male 
vigorously  vacuuming  and  cleaning  the  rear  of  the  store.  He 
had  only  seen  him  through  the  window,  but  he  accurately 
described  the  store  clerk  named  Caleb.  Although  the  author¬ 
ities  originally  obtained  written  consent  to  search  the  store, 
they  petitioned  the  court  for  a  search  warrant  when  they 
determined  the  clerk’s  possible  involvement  and  culpability. 

An  extensive  search  of  the  “YOUR  KIDZ  &  MINE”  store  and 
the  suspect’s  car  produced  several  items  of  evidence,  includ¬ 
ing  hairs  and  fibers  as  well  as  blood,  semen,  and  sperm. 

Investigative  Considerations 

Detectives  Saville  and  Peffall  continued  to  question  the  store 
clerk  about  the  scratches  on  his  face.  He  voluntarily  answered 
their  questions.  Caleb  told  some  people  that  his  face  was 
scratched  during  a  fight  at  the  downtown  Philadelphia  night¬ 
club.  However,  he  told  others  he  scratched  his  face  during 
mosh  dancing.  When  Caleb’s  father  was  interviewed,  the 
detectives  learned  that  the  father  had  also  remarked  to  his 
son  that  his  face,  “looked  like  he  had  raped  a  woman.” 


474 


Sex-Related  Homicide  and  Death  Investigation 


As  the  interview  proceeded,  other  detectives  were  running 
down  leads,  locating  witnesses,  and  uncovering  forensic  ev¬ 
idence.  The  store  clerk  provided  the  names  of  alibi  witnesses 
as  well  as  an  extensive  itinerary  of  his  activities  on  Sunday, 
unaware  that  his  story  was  falling  apart  as  detectives  ques¬ 
tioned  these  witnesses. 

Canvass  of  the  Collegeville  Shopping  Center 

The  canvass  and  media  exposure  provided  the  following  in¬ 
formation  to  investigators.  Four  to  five  customers  remem¬ 
bered  seeing  Lisa  and  her  child  in  the  “YOUR  KIDZ  & 
MINE”  store  between  3:45  p.m.  and  4:00  p.m.  Two  people 
remembered  seeing  a  closed  sign  on  the  door  of  the  store  at 
4:00  p.m.  The  store  was  supposed  to  be  open  until  5:30  p.m. 
A  storeowner  remembered  seeing  a  maroon  car  parked  be¬ 
hind  the  store  at  about  4:30  in  the  afternoon.  The  suspect’s 
car  was  maroon. 

Detectives  located  another  customer  who  went  to  the  store 
at  about  5:15  p.m.  and  found  the  store  closed.  She  then  saw 
“a  fat”  subject  driving  a  maroon  car  from  behind  the  store. 
This  witness  eventually  identified  Caleb  in  a  police  lineup. 
The  police  interviewed  another  woman  who  told  of  being 
followed  around  the  store  by  the  clerk,  whom  she  described 
as  weird. 

Investigative  Considerations 

Detectives  Saville  and  Peffall  felt  they  had  developed  enough 
evidence  and  sufficient  discrepancies  in  Caleb’s  alibi  to  chal¬ 
lenge  him.  Detective  Peffall,  Montgomery  County  Police, 
confronted  Caleb  after  his  statement,  stating,  “I  don’t  believe 
you  scratched  your  face  during  mosh  dancing  at  the  dance 
club.  I  think  Lisa  scratched  your  face  when  you  attacked  her 
in  the  store.”  The  detective  then  placed  a  “birthday”  picture 
of  the  little  girl  in  front  of  the  suspect.  Peffall  then  told  him, 
“The  family  needs  to  know  where  Lisa  is.  It  isn’t  fair  to  put 
them  through  this  additional  pain.  Tell  us  where  Lisa  is  for 
the  family’s  sake.” 

The  store  clerk  stared  at  the  detective.  His  eyes  began  to  fill 
up  with  tears,  and  his  lips  began  to  quiver.  The  detective 
thought  he  was  going  to  confess.  The  suspect  suddenly 
stated,  “I  don’t  want  to  talk  to  you  anymore.”  He  then 
invoked  his  right  to  counsel.  The  interview  was  terminated, 
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and  the  suspect  was  placed  under  arrest  for  the  murder  of 
the  little  girl. 

Although  he  remained  a  suspect  in  the  disappearance  of  the 
baby’s  mother,  the  police  could  no  longer  question  him. 

Legal  Tactical  Decision  and  Investigative  Considerations 

District  Attorney  Michael  Marino,  realizing  the  value  of  the 
potential  DNA  evidence  to  be  gained  if  Lisa’s  body  was 
found,  was  able  to  reach  an  agreement  with  the  suspect 
through  his  attorney  at  about  6:00  p.m.,  Monday  evening. 
Twenty-four  hours  had  passed  since  the  little  girl’s  body  was 
found  in  Valley  Forge  Park. 

“A  deal  with  the  devil  had  been  struck.”  If  Caleb  would  reveal 
the  location  of  Lisa’s  body,  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  would  not  seek  the  death  penalty  in  a  capital  murder 
prosecution. 

Caleb  Fairley,  through  his  attorney,  told  the  authorities  that  he 
dumped  Lisa’s  body  in  a  wooded  area  near  an  industrial  park 
in  Upper  Merion,  PA.  On  Monday  evening  at  6:30  p.m.,  Detec¬ 
tives  Saville  and  Peffall  discovered  the  missing  woman’s  body. 

Crime  Scene  #4,  September  1 1,  6:30  p.m. 

Detectives  found  the  victim’s  nude  body  in  a  wooded  area 
near  an  industrial  park  in  Upper  Merion,  approximately  4 
miles  from  where  her  baby,  Devon,  was  found.  When  her 
body  was  found,  she  was  wearing  only  her  tee-shirt,  which 
was  pulled  up  to  expose  her  breasts.  Her  body  was  positioned 
on  her  back  with  her  legs  spread.  Her  long  black  hair  was 
brushed  down  across  her  face  to  cover  her  eyes.  She  had  been 
manually  strangled  (Figure  9.22). 

Autopsy 

On  Tuesday,  September  12,  1995,  at  0001  hours,  Ian  Hood 
performed  the  autopsy  in  Lansdale,  PA.  The  cause  of  death 
was  manual  strangulation. 

Forensic  Findings 

Autopsies  indicated  that  Lisa  and  Devon  died  from  manual 
strangulation.  Although  semen  was  found  on  the  floor  of  the 
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Figure  9.22  Victim's  body.  The  offender  positioned  the  victim's  body  with  her 
legs  spread  and  her  top  pushed  over  the  breasts.  He  then  brushed  her  hair  over 
her  face.  (Courtesy  of  Lieutenant  John  Fallon  and  Detective  Richard  Peffall, 
Montgomery  County,  Pennsylvania  Detectives.) 

store,  none  was  recovered  from  her  body.  Lisa  was  not  raped. 

Her  fingernail  clippings  and  samples  of  her  known  blood 
along  with  the  suspect  Fairley’s  blood  were  immediately  sent 
out  for  DNA  analysis.  The  crime  scene  process  resulted  in 
over  138  pieces  of  evidence  being  recovered  from  the  bodies, 
the  crime  scenes,  and  the  suspect. 

•  The  blood  found  on  the  floor  and  wall  of  store  was  matched 
through  DNA  analysis  to  the  victims,  Lisa  and  Devon. 

•  Lisa’s  head  hair  and  pubic  hair  were  found  in  the  suspect’s 
car. 

•  The  vacuum  cleaner  bag  contained  hair  and  fibers  from 
Lisa. 

•  Lisa’s  blouse  and  bra  contained  blue  carpet  fibers  from  the 
store  carpet. 

•  Lisa’s  fingernail  clippings  revealed  Caleb  Fairley’s  DNA. 

•  Semen  stains  from  Fairley  were  found  on  the  carpet  in  the 
store. 

•  A  piece  of  blue  carpet  from  the  store  contained  blood  and 
saliva  from  Devon,  which  was  identified  through  DNA 
analysis. 

•  Dirt  and  vegetation  from  Fairley’s  car  matched  the  dirt 
and  vegetation  from  the  crime  scenes. 
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•  The  suspect’s,  Fairley’s,  head  hair  was  found  on  Lisa’s 
blouse  and  bra. 

•  Rubber  gloves  recovered  from  a  storm  drain  had  carpet 
fibers  from  Fairley’s  car  on  them. 

•  A  towel  from  Fairley’s  car  had  fibers,  hair,  and  blood  from 
the  baby,  Devon. 

•  Semen  stains  from  Fairley’s  undergarments  found  in  the 
laundry  matched  semen  stains  at  the  store. 

•  Finally,  an  oil  swab  from  Fairley’s  car  was  similar  to  the 
oil  stains  found  at  one  of  the  crime  scenes. 

The  Suspect 

A  search  of  the  suspect  Fairley’s  room  pursuant  to  a  search 
warrant  revealed  his  obsessive  interest  in  pornography.  A 
number  of  S&M-type  adult  videos  were  found.  Detectives 
also  located  three  adult  videos  in  the  backroom  of  the  “YOUR 
KIDZ  &  MINE”  store.  The  suspect  also  had  a  plastic  vibrating 
dildo  with  gels,  a  used  rubber  vagina,  a  battery-powered 
testicle  vibrator,  sexual  magazines,  and  pornographic  cards 
and  photos.  Fairley  also  had  several  previous  complaints  of 
sexual  harassment  from  women.  He  had  a  shirt  depicting  a 
vampire  ravaging  a  beautiful  young  woman  with  long  black 
hair.  This  shirt  had  such  a  striking  resemblance  to  Lisa  that 
the  District  Attorney  introduced  this  shirt  at  trial. 

Disposition 

Fairley  was  charged  with  two  counts  of  murder,  robbery  first 
degree,  two  counts  of  aggravated  assault,  theft  by  unlawful 
taking,  and  abuse  of  a  corpse.  First  Assistant  District  Attor¬ 
ney  Bruce  Castor  was  assigned  to  prosecute  the  case.  The 
case  generated  so  much  publicity  in  the  Philadelphia  area 
that  a  jury  panel  was  brought  in  from  Harrisburg.  Fairley 
was  found  guilty,  after  trial,  of  the  two  counts  of  first  degree 
murder  and  all  of  the  related  offenses.  He  is  presently  serving 
two  life  sentences  in  a  Pennsylvania  correctional  facility. 

Reconstruction  and  Opinion 

This  case  is  a  classic  example  of  the  disorganized  offender;  the  offender 
who  was  so  absorbed  in  his  perverse  fantasy  world  that  he  never  consid¬ 
ered  the  consequences  of  his  actions.  The  crime  scene  was  his  mother’s 
clothing  store,  where  he  was  the  only  clerk  on  duty.  Lisa  was  the  classic 
victim  of  opportunity,  who  happened  to  be  at  the  wrong  place  at  the 
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wrong  time.  In  this  case,  a  children’s  clothing  store,  which  under  ordinary 
circumstances,  would  have  been  a  safe  place. 

The  offender  never  considered  that  other  customers  might  come  to  the 
store  while  he  was  attacking  the  woman.  He  certainly  did  not  think  about 
the  baby  when  he  assaulted  the  mother.  He  never  considered  what  he  would 
do  after  his  attack  or  what  he  would  do  with  their  bodies  after  he  killed 
them.  When  he  disposed  of  their  bodies,  he  did  not  make  any  effort  to 
hide  or  conceal  them.  He  simply  dropped  them  off  in  secluded  areas. 

This  entire  episode  was  based  upon  a  sexual  fantasy  that  resulted  in 
a  spontaneous  eruption  of  sexual  violence  at  the  place  of  occurrence. 
Obviously,  the  offender  was  not  thinking  about  forensic  evidence.  Con¬ 
sequently,  the  clustered  crime  scene  provided  the  authorities  with  abun¬ 
dant  physical  evidence. 

The  investigation  revealed  that  Lisa  and  her  daughter  had  gone  to  the 
store  to  purchase  some  clothing.  As  other  customers  began  to  leave  the 
store,  the  offender  surreptitiously  locked  the  front  door  to  the  store  and 
put  up  a  closed  sign.  Lisa  and  her  daughter  were  in  the  back  of  the  store 
at  the  time.  Lisa  did  not  see  the  clerk  as  he  came  up  from  behind  and 
suddenly  attacked  her.  However,  the  offender  did  not  realize  how  strong 
she  was.  Lisa  put  up  a  fierce  struggle,  and  she  was  able  to  severely  scratch 
his  face  before  she  succumbed  to  the  strangulation. 

The  offender  then  removed  her  clothing  and  undergarments  as  he 
tried  to  rape  her.  It  appeared  that  he  masturbated  over  her  body  as  she 
lay  dead  on  the  floor.  Semen  and  sperm  were  recovered  from  this  location 
on  the  floor  of  the  store.  After  the  attack  on  Lisa,  Caleb  strangled  the 
little  girl. 

He  attempted  to  get  rid  of  the  obvious  evidence  of  the  attack  by 
transporting  the  bodies  in  his  car  to  a  disposal  site.  However,  he  did  not 
have  time  to  clean  up  the  store.  He  placed  Lisa’s  body  in  the  trunk.  He 
then  wrapped  Devon  in  his  black  jacket  and  placed  the  baby’s  body  in  the 
back  seat  of  his  car.  He  drove  to  Valley  Forge  Park  and  dropped  the  baby 
in  the  woods.  He  saw  a  car  coming  and  could  not  dispose  of  Lisa’s  body. 
He  then  drove  to  King  of  Prussia,  which  is  near  a  health  club  he  belonged 
to.  Here,  he  disposed  of  Lisa’s  body  after  posing  her  with  her  legs  spread 
and  her  long  black  hair  brushed  across  her  face.  He  then  fabricated  two 
different  stories  about  how  his  face  was  scratched.  However,  the  police 
were  able  to  locate  these  witnesses,  who  refuted  the  suspect’s  alibi. 

The  history  of  the  offender  depicted  a  loner-type  personality,  who 
was  an  underachiever  with  a  poor  self-image.  Although  he  was  2 1  years 
old,  he  was  sexually  incompetent.  He  did  not  date  and  lacked  interper¬ 
sonal  relationships  with  young  women  his  age.  Many  people  who  were 
interviewed  by  the  police  described  him  as  weird. 
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Masturbation  compensated  for  his  lack  of  interpersonal  relationships, 
and  S&M  pornography  served  to  reinforce  his  sadistic  sexual  appetite. 
The  items  recovered  from  his  room  certainly  suggested  a  heavy  reliance 
on  solo  sex-related  activities,  which  obviously  included  voyeurism  at  the 
store.  The  suspect  made  a  peephole  in  the  woman’s  dressing  room  so  he 
could  watch  the  woman  customers  undress  from  the  back  storage  room. 
There  was  a  VCR  in  the  backroom  of  the  store,  where  he  could  watch  his 
S&M  videos  while  at  work.  In  addition  to  the  extensive  collection  of 
pornographic  videos  and  magazines,  his  sexual  paraphernalia  included  a 
plastic-vibrating  dildo,  a  used  rubber  vagina,  and  a  battery-powered  tes¬ 
ticle  vibrator.  The  varied  sexual  devices  and  pornography  found  in  his 
room,  as  well  as  at  his  place  of  work,  clearly  attest  to  his  sexual  obsession. 

The  police  investigation  revealed  that  he  attempted  to  manipulate 
another  woman  into  the  backroom  on  the  same  day  that  he  attacked  Lisa 
and  Devon.  It  is  my  opinion  that  Fairley  was  actively  seeking  a  victim  to 
satisfy  his  perversions  on  that  particular  day. 

When  Lisa,  who  resembled  the  beautiful  young  woman  on  the  “vam¬ 
pire”  shirt,  came  walking  into  the  store,  Caleb  made  a  conscious  decision 
to  sexually  assault  her.  He  had  no  plan.  He  had  an  intense  sexual  desire 
predicated  upon  his  obsessive  fantasies.  Thus,  he  committed  the  assault 
in  a  classic  blitz-style  of  attack  in  an  attempt  to  quickly  quiet  his  victims. 
What  the  offender  did  not  realize  when  he  attacked  Lisa  was  how  strong 
she  was  and  how  courageously  she  would  fight  to  protect  herself  and  her 
baby.  As  a  result,  the  police  were  able  to  retrieve  extensive  physical  and 
forensic  evidence  from  the  crime  scenes  (Author’s  files). 

Case  History  —  Deviant-Oriented  Assault:  Disorganized 
Offender 

I  remember  participating  in  an  investigation  in  which  a  nude 
body  of  a  26-year-old  woman  was  discovered  on  the  roof 
landing  of  her  Bronx  building.  She  was  the  victim  of  a  classic 
lust  murder.  The  young  woman’s  jaw  and  nose  were  broken, 
suggesting  a  blitz-style  of  attack.  She  was  manually  strangled 
with  a  strap  from  her  purse,  and  her  panties  were  placed 
over  her  face  (depersonalization).  Her  body  was  placed  in  a 
grotesque  position.  (A  position  that  was  probably  sexually 
significant  to  the  offender.)  Her  nylon  stockings  were  loosely 
tied  around  her  wrists,  suggesting  evidence  of  symbolic  post¬ 
mortem  binding  (fantasy  and  symbolism).  The  items  used 
to  create  this  postmortem  binding  came  from  the  victim  and 
included  a  belt,  which  was  draped  across  her  abdomen,  rep¬ 
resenting  bondage. 
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The  killer  cut  off  her  nipples  and  placed  them  upon  the 
victim’s  chest.  An  umbrella  and  a  pen  had  been  inserted  into 
the  dead  girl’s  vagina  (penis  substitution),  and  a  comb  was 
placed  in  her  pubic  hair.  The  words,  “Fuck  you,”  were  written 
upon  her  abdomen,  and  on  the  inside  of  her  left  thigh,  the 
killer  etched  in  pen,  “You  can’t  stop  me.”  In  addition,  there 
were  postmortem  bite  marks  on  the  victim’s  thighs.  This 
offender  was  classified  as  disorganized  based  on  the  analysis 
of  the  crime  scene  information. 

The  profile  prepared  by  the  FBI  matched  all  of  the  suspects 
developed  during  the  police  investigation.  However,  one  sus¬ 
pect,  who  was  the  son  of  the  superintendent  of  the  building, 
was  of  particular  interest  to  the  detectives.  This  suspect  was 
a  patient  at  a  local  psychiatric  hospital.  The  suspect  claimed 
to  have  been  in  the  hospital  on  the  day  of  the  murder.  Al¬ 
though  the  authorities  knew  that  the  suspect  had  been  absent 
from  the  institution  on  the  day  of  the  murder,  the  hospital 
records  did  not  indicate  his  absence.  This  created  an  addi¬ 
tional  problem  for  the  police,  who  were  attempting  to  obtain 
a  court  order  for  teeth  impressions  of  the  suspect. 

When  the  court  order  was  finally  approved,  the  suspect’s 
teeth  impressions  were  compared  to  the  bite  mark  evidence. 
Three  forensic  dentists  agreed  that  the  suspect  inflicted  the 
bite  mark  wounds  on  the  victim’s  body. 

The  suspect  was  arrested  after  an  exhaustive  13-month  police 
investigation.  The  bite  mark  evidence  was  crucial  in  the  out¬ 
come  of  the  case.  The  suspect  was  found  guilty  and  is  pres¬ 
ently  serving  25  years  to  life  in  a  New  York  State  facility 
(Author’s  files)  (Figure  9.23). 

Case  History  —  Deviant-Oriented  Assault:  Organized  Offender 

James  Allen  Kinney,  suspected  by  Washington  police  to  be 
an  interjurisdictional  serial  killer,  was  charged  with  the  lust 
murder  of  20-year-old  Keri  Lynn  in  Whatcom  County,  WA. 
Kinney  was  also  a  suspect  in  three  bank  robberies. 

Lynn,  who  was  visiting  relatives  in  Bellingham,  WA,  went  on 
a  day  outing  to  a  city  park  near  Mt.  Baker.  However,  she 
never  came  home. 
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Figure  9.23  Classic  lust  murder.  Sex-related  homicide  perpetrated  by  a  disor¬ 
ganized  offender.  After  postmortem  mutilation  and  sexual  abuse,  the  body  was 
positioned  in  a  sexually  provocative  manner  significant  to  the  offender.  Note  the 
postmortem  bindings  as  well  as  penis  substitution  into  the  vaginal  canal  with 
foreign  objects.  (See  the  case  history.) 

Her  friends  described  Lynn  as  an  innocent,  trusting,  and 
carefree  young  woman  who  was  free-spirited.  She  had  never 
been  to  the  West  Coast  before  and  was  considering  attending 
college  the  next  semester  at  Western  Washington  University. 

Investigators  who  reviewed  her  diary  noted  she  engaged  in 
some  sexual  affairs  with  strangers  whom  she  met  during  her 
travels,  including  some  men  she  met  on  the  bus  ride  out  to 
Washington.  This  factor  certainly  raised  her  risk  level. 

On  October  2,  Lynn  left  her  aunt’s  house  about  11:00  a.m. 
with  her  backpack  to  go  to  Lake  Padden,  a  city  park  that  has 
a  3-mile  trail  that  goes  around  the  lake.  When  she  did  not 
return  home  and  did  not  call  her  relatives,  the  police  were 
notified.  A  Missing  Persons  report  was  filed,  and  a  search 
and  rescue  operation  was  conducted.  The  news  media  broad¬ 
cast  an  appeal.  As  a  result  of  the  news  broadcast  and  descrip¬ 
tion,  numerous  calls  came  in  placing  the  victim  at  a  bus  stop 
in  the  park  at  about  4:00  p.m.  She  was  presumably  on  her 
way  home. 
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Figure  9.24  Lust  murder.  The  offender  posed  the  body  at  the  scene  to  degrade 
her  and  engaged  in  deviant-oriented  assault.  (Courtesy  of  Detective  Mark  A. 
Joseph,  Whatcom  County,  Washington  Sheriff's  Office.) 

On  the  evening  of  October  4,  Lynn’s  battered  and  nude  body 
was  found  by  two  boys  who  were  riding  their  bikes  on  a  trail 
in  a  remote  section  of  Whatcom  County  near  Mt.  Baker.  The 
victim  was  posed  with  her  legs  spread  open  and  held  open 
with  a  vine. 

There  was  evidence  of  blunt  force  trauma  to  her  face  and 
manual  strangulation.  However,  the  strangulation  did  not 
cause  her  death.  She  received  blunt  force  trauma  to  the  face 
and  head  from  a  pair  of  lopping  shears  used  by  gardeners.  The 
police  recovered  the  bloodstained  lopping  shears  at  the  scene. 

There  was  evidence  that  the  killer  spent  time  with  the  victim 
after  she  was  killed.  There  were  also  several  beer  cans  and 
field-stripped  cigarette  butts  found  at  the  crime  scene  (Fig¬ 
ure  9.24). 

An  examination  of  the  body  at  the  scene  indicated  that  the 
offender  forcibly  inserted  a  stick  into  her  vagina  with  such 
force  that  it  broke  off  inside  the  victim.  There  was  also  evi¬ 
dence  of  anal  penetration.  However,  no  semen  was  recovered 
on  the  body.  In  addition,  the  offender  apparently  shaved  off 
a  small  area  of  the  victim’s  pubic  hair  (Figure  9.25). 
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Figure  9.25  Lust  murder.  The  offender  jammed  a  stick  into  the  victim's  vagina. 
(Courtesy  of  Detective  Mark  A.  Joseph,  Whatcom  County,  Washington  Sheriff's 
Office.)  (See  color  insert  following  page  236.) 

The  next  day,  on  October  5,  while  traveling  back  to  the  crime 
scene,  Detective  Mark  Joseph  discovered  a  landscaping  truck 
parked  on  the  side  of  the  road  about  a  mile  from  the  crime 
scene.  The  truck  was  mechanically  disabled.  In  the  bed  of 
the  truck  was  all  the  equipment  a  landscaper  would  use 
(lawnmower,  weed-eater,  rake,  leave  blower,  trimmers,  etc.). 

More  importantly,  in  the  cab  of  the  truck  was  a  beer  can  of 
the  same  brand  found  at  the  crime  scene  and  several  field- 
stripped  cigarettes,  which  were  the  same  brand  as  the  ones 
found  at  the  crime  scene. 

Detective  Joseph  contacted  the  owner  of  the  truck  and  land¬ 
scaping  business.  The  owner  stated  that  the  truck  was  driven 
exclusively  by  one  of  his  employees,  who  he  hired  from  Labor 
Ready,  a  temporary  labor  agency.  He  identified  the  driver  as 
James  Allen  Kinney.  The  owner  indicated  that  he  had  last  seen 
Kinney  on  October  2,  when  he  came  to  pick  up  his  check.  He 
advised  Detective  Joseph  that  when  Kinney  came  to  pick  up 
his  check  he  was  with  a  young  woman  named  Keri.  The  owner 
identified  a  photo  of  Lynn  that  the  detective  showed  him. 

The  owner  of  the  landscaping  business  advised  Detective 
Joseph  that  Kinney  told  him  he  was  trying  to  find  Keri  a  job 
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and  that  they  left  his  house  together  at  about  10:00  p.m.  He 
stated  that  Kinney  was  taking  Keri  to  see  Mt.  Baker,  where 
her  body  was  later  discovered. 

Police  retrieved  the  video  surveillance  tape  from  the  bank 
where  Kinney  cashed  his  check  on  October  2.  The  tape  clear¬ 
ly  showed  Kinney  and  Lynn  in  the  bank  together. 

Additional  witnesses  were  located  who  saw  Kinney  and  Lynn 
eating  dinner  together  in  a  restaurant  near  the  bank.  Police 
then  obtained  another  video  surveillance  tape.  This  tape 
showed  Kinney  and  Lynn  together  in  a  local  casino  from 
11:50  p.m.  to  1:45  a.m. 

Search  Warrant 

Kinney  fled  the  jurisdiction.  Investigators  believed  that  he 
would  resort  to  his  usual  MO  and  head  for  a  major  city, 
where  he  would  seek  refuge  in  a  homeless  shelter  or  Veteran’s 
Administration  Hospital.  Investigators  obtained  a  search 
warrant  for  Kinney’s  apartment  and  located  a  number  of 
informational  items  that  would  assist  in  locating  the  fugitive. 
During  the  search  of  Kinney’s  room,  a  number  of  adult 
pornographic  magazines  were  located.  Interestingly,  in  one 
of  the  porno  magazines,  Kinney  had  hand-drawn  some  re¬ 
straints  on  the  legs  of  the  woman  who  was  posing  with  her 
legs  spread  open.  The  adulterated  porno  pictures  with  the 
hand-drawn  restraints  were  almost  like  the  pose  that  Lynn 
was  positioned  in  by  Kinney.  In  the  opinion  of  the  author, 
this  was  significant  in  the  analysis  of  the  psychosexual  mo¬ 
tivation  of  the  offender  (Figure  9.26). 

The  Suspect 

The  authorities  discovered  that  Kinney  was  a  transient  since 
he  was  discharged  from  the  Army  in  1973.  He  traveled  all 
over  the  United  States,  staying  at  VA  hospitals,  clinics,  and 
homeless  shelters.  He  did  menial  jobs  working  for  temporary 
employment  agencies. 

Persons  interviewed  stated  that  Kinney  was  a  pathological 
liar.  Authorities  in  Dubuque,  IA,  where  Kinney  stayed  at  a 
mission,  were  requested  to  assist  the  Whatcom  County  au¬ 
thorities.  Captain  Mike  Sullivan,  who  had  attended  my  Prac¬ 
tical  Homicide  Investigation  training,  was  able  to  supply 
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Figure  9.26  Fantasy  pornography.  The  offender  drew  restraints  on  the  female 
models  in  his  pornography  collection  that  looked  very  much  like  the  presentation 
in  the  crime  scene.  (Courtesy  of  Detective  Mark  A.  Joseph,  Whatcom  County, 
Washington  Sheriff's  Office.) 

additional  intelligence  on  the  subject.  Sullivan’s  detectives 
secured  some  personal  belongings  of  the  suspect  and  the 
only  usable  photograph  of  the  suspect,  who  regularly  stayed 
at  a  mission  in  town.  Detective  Joseph  was  advised  that  Kin¬ 
ney  used  the  alias  Jerome  Porrevechio  aka  “Tugboat.”  “Amer¬ 
ica’s  Most  Wanted”  was  enlisted  to  broadcast  this 
information  along  with  Kinney’s  photograph  and  personal 
information.  The  authorities  realized  that  Kinney  could  be 
anywhere,  and  during  the  broadcasts,  persons  reported  see¬ 
ing  him  in  various  locations. 

Interviews  of  people  who  knew  Kinney  described  him  as  a 
“bullshitter”  and  a  con  man.  Police  also  interviewed  an 
ex-girlfriend  of  the  suspect  who  provided  authorities  with 
personal  information.  Kinney  reportedly  told  several  wom¬ 
en  that  he  was  heir  to  the  Kinney  Shoe  fortune.  He  told 
others  he  was  on  the  Board  of  Directors  for  The  Disney 
Corporation.  Kinney  also  told  women  he  attempted  to  date 
that  he  owned  several  businesses  and  offered  them  jobs.  The 
women  that  he  dated  stated  that  he  was  sexually  dysfunc¬ 
tional  and  had  trouble  maintaining  an  erection,  which  made 
him  angry. 
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Arrest  and  Capture 

On  March  3,  Kinney’s  story  was  reaired  on  “America’s  Most 
Wanted,”  and  two  tips  immediately  came  in  from  listeners 
that  he  was  in  Elizabeth  City,  NC.  He  was  using  the  name 
Julius  Goldman  and  purported  to  have  been  a  rabbi.  He  was 
staying  at  a  mission  and  recently  had  moved  in  with  a  wom¬ 
an.  The  FBI  did  not  arrest  Kinney  until  March  6.  When  the 
FBI  agents  went  to  the  location,  they  found  local  police 
already  at  the  scene  maintaining  surveillance  on  Kinney. 

At  first,  Kinney  denied  that  he  was  the  fugitive;  however,  once 
his  fingerprints  were  matched,  he  admitted  it.  On  March  6, 

Detective  Mark  Josephs  and  Special  Agent  Chris  McMurray 
flew  to  North  Carolina,  where  they  obtained  a  full  confession. 

Confession 

Kinney  admitted  killing  Fynn.  He  told  Detective  Mark  Joseph 
that  she  allegedly  offered  him  drugs  as  they  “made  out”  in 
his  truck.  Kinney  showed  no  remorse  as  he  told  his  side  of 
the  story.  Kinney  stated,  “After  she  was  knocked  out  I  saw  a 
stick  on  the  ground  and  rammed  it  up  her  vagina.”  He  told 
the  detective  that  he  poured  gasoline  on  her  but  did  not 
remember  shaving  her  pubic  hair.  Kinney  stated,  “At  that 
point,  she  meant  nothing  to  me.  She  was  just  another  dead 
drug  dealer.” 

When  the  authorities  questioned  him  about  other  murders, 
he  denied  being  a  serial  killer.  However,  he  expressed  an 
intense  interest  in  Bundy  and  Bianchi.  Kinney  ended  his 
statement  by  telling  Detective  Joseph  that  he  did  not  remem¬ 
ber  killing  anyone  else  because  he  was  on  lithium,  but,  if  he 
did  remember,  he  would  consider  talking  to  him. 

Final  Disposition 

The  suspect  was  allowed  to  plead  to  life  in  prison  without 
the  possibility  of  parole.  On  January  14,  2002,  Kinney  was 
sentenced  to  life  without  parole  (Author’s  files). 

Reconstruction  and  Opinion 

Kinney  apparently  approached  Lynn  while  she  was  at  the  bus  stop  and 
engaged  her  in  conversation.  Based  on  his  known  MO,  he  probably  lured 
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her  with  the  promise  of  helping  her  get  a  job.  She  accompanied  him  to 
cash  his  check  and  was  seen  in  the  bank  video.  Eyewitnesses  reported  that 
Kinney  and  Lynn  had  dinner  together.  The  video  from  the  local  casino 
showed  Kinney  and  Lynn  talking  and  socializing  together  between  11:50 
p.m.  and  1:45  a.m.  on  October  3.  In  fact,  authorities  learned  that  Kinney 
introduced  Lynn  as  his  daughter.  This  was  the  last  time  she  was  seen  alive. 

Kinney  and  Lynn  left  the  casino  together  at  1:45  a.m.  Kinney  appar¬ 
ently  took  Lynn  in  his  truck  to  a  remote  location  and  proceeded  to  engage 
in  sexual  activity  with  her.  This  preliminary  sexual  activity  might  very 
well  have  been  consensual  on  the  part  of  the  victim.  However,  Kinney 
was  known  to  have  sexual  dysfunction.  The  questions  are:  “Was  he  unable 
to  perform?”  “Did  the  victim  laugh  at  him?”  The  apparent  outburst  of 
physical  violence  and  the  brutal  beating  to  the  face  certainly  indicated 
rage  and  anger.  The  savage  jamming  of  the  stick  into  the  victim’s  vagina 
certainly  would  be  consistent  with  these  dynamics.  The  sexual  posing  of 
the  body,  which  resembled  the  pornography  that  Kinney  had  adulterated, 
was  extremely  significant.  This  psychosexual  element  and  the  overkill 
injuries  are  consistent  with  lust  murder. 

Case  History  —  Lust  Murder:  Offender  Goes  from  Organized 
to  Disorganized 

On  November  3,  two  persons  encountered  a  gunman  on  the 
front  porch  they  shared  with  their  neighbors.  The  man  was 
shot  and  killed,  and  his  fiance  was  left  for  dead.  The  woman 
called  9-1-1  after  hearing  the  gunman  flee  in  a  vehicle.  The 
police  responded  and  found  one  male  dead  and  another 
male  seriously  injured.  Police  also  discovered  the  body  of  a 
woman  inside,  who  was  the  wife  of  the  injured  male.  Detec¬ 
tive  Sergeant  Dianne  Kelso,  Detective  Scott  Mummert,  De¬ 
tective  Matt  Cody,  and  Detective  William  Frisby  of  the 
Chambersburg  Police  Department,  PA,  began  their  investi¬ 
gation  of  what  appeared  to  be  a  double  homicide  and  two 
attempted  murders. 

Officers  found  two  males  lying  in  front  of  the  residence.  The 
one  calling  for  help  was  lying  on  the  porch.  The  other  was 
lying  on  his  back  in  the  front  yard.  The  woman  who  called 
the  police  advised  the  9-1-1  operator  that  her  fiance,  named 
Jim,  had  been  shot,  and  that  the  offender  was  outside  the 
house.  The  other  injured  male  was  identified  as  Travis.  He 
had  been  shot  and  stabbed  and  was  soaked  in  blood.  Jim  and 
his  fiance  had  just  returned  home  from  dinner  (Figure  9.27). 
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Figure  9.27  Victim  at  scene.  Police  arrived  to  a  call  of  shots  fired,  man  down. 
One  man  was  dead  at  the  scene,  and  the  other  man  was  transported  to  the 
hospital.  (Courtesy  of  Detective  Scott  Mummert,  Chambersburg,  Pennsylvania 
Police  Department.) 

They  exited  their  car  and  walked  toward  their  porch  at  num¬ 
ber  395.  Suddenly,  the  door  to  391  opened  quickly,  and  a 
white  male  pointed  a  handgun  at  them.  The  subject  fired 
toward  Jim,  who  was  standing  behind  his  fiance.  She  covered 
her  head  and  fell  to  the  floor.  The  male  then  fired  a  second 
shot  at  her.  She  played  dead  and  held  her  breath. 

The  responding  officers  asked  Travis  where  the  gun  was  and 
who  was  responsible.  He  said  nothing  but  motioned  toward 
Jim.  Travis  was  taken  to  the  local  hospital  and  later  flown  to 
another  hospital  due  to  his  severe  injuries.  While  being  trans¬ 
ported,  he  was  questioned  as  to  what  had  taken  place.  He 
said  he  did  not  want  to  talk  about  it. 

The  front  door  of  391  was  standing  open,  and  the  responding 
officers  observed  a  large  amount  of  blood  on  the  stairs  and 
walls  leading  to  the  second  floor.  Police  did  an  emergency 
sweep  of  the  residence  for  additional  victims  and  perpetra¬ 
tors.  Officers  entered  the  master  bedroom,  where  there  ap¬ 
peared  to  have  been  a  violent  struggle.  Officers  observed 
something  on  the  bed  covered  by  a  comforter.  The  comforter 
was  pulled  back,  revealing  the  nude  body  of  a  woman  later 
identified  as  Christine,  who  was  the  wife  of  Travis. 
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Figure  9.28  Bedroom.  Police  entered  the  house  to  look  for  any  other  victims 
or  offenders.  There  was  a  bloody  altercation  in  the  bedroom.  (Courtesy  of  Detec¬ 
tive  Scott  Mummert,  Chambersburg,  Pennsylvania  Police  Department.) 

Her  body  displayed  a  severe  laceration  across  her  chest. 

Her  hands  and  wrists  were  bound  and  secured  to  the  head- 
board  of  the  bed  with  duct  tape.  Her  head  and  face  were 
wrapped  in  duct  tape,  covering  her  eyes  and  mouth.  She 
was  dead. 

The  reporting  witness  told  the  detectives  that  when  she  heard 
the  car  drive  away,  she  ran  into  her  house  and  locked  her 
door  as  she  called  9-1-1.  While  on  the  phone,  she  heard 
pounding  on  her  door  and  believed  that  the  offender  re¬ 
turned.  At  the  time,  she  believed  that  the  offender  was  Travis, 
because  the  man  who  shot  her  fiance  and  shot  at  her  came 
out  of  Travis’s  residence.  She  advised  the  police  that  the 
shooter  drove  away  in  Christine’s  feep  Cherokee  (Figure  9.28 
to  Figure  9.30). 
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Figure  9.29  Lust  murder.  The  woman  was  secured  to  the  bed  with  duct  tape 
and  covered  with  the  bed  covers.  (Courtesy  of  Detective  Scott  Mummert,  Cham- 
bersburg,  Pennsylvania  Police  Department.) 


Figure  9.30  Lust  murder.  The  victim  was  eviscerated,  and  her  hands  were  tied 
with  duct  tape  over  her  head  to  the  bedboard.  (Courtesy  of  Detective  Scott 
Mummert,  Chambersburg,  Pennsylvania  Police  Department.) 
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Preliminary  Investigation 

A  trail  of  blood  led  from  the  foyer  across  the  living  room  and 
into  the  kitchen.  In  the  kitchen,  the  blood  pooled  in  an  area 
beneath  an  empty  wall-mounted  phone  base.  Bloodstains 
were  observed  on  the  linoleum  floor  in  the  kitchen  as  well 
as  on  the  stairs  leading  up  to  the  master  bedroom.  Two  bullet 
holes  were  observed  in  the  living  room  ceiling,  which  had 
originated  from  the  master  bedroom.  A  bullet  hole  was  ob¬ 
served  in  the  left  side  of  the  doorframe  of  391,  where  a  bullet 
was  fired  at  the  reporting  witness.  There  were  a  number  of 
blood  smears  on  the  carpet  upstairs  in  the  master  bedroom 
and  spare  bedroom,  and  there  were  blood  smears  on  the 
walls.  Preliminary  investigation  indicated  that  Christine  was 
raped,  murdered,  and  sexually  mutilated  in  her  home. 

Detectives  surmised  that  the  offender  had  a  key  to  the  house 
or  was  allowed  entry  into  the  scene,  and  that  Christine  knew 
her  attacker.  At  this  point  in  the  case,  the  logical  suspect 
appeared  to  be  the  dead  woman’s  husband,  Travis,  based 
on  the  observations  in  the  crime  scene,  the  statements  of 
the  reporting  witness,  and  Travis’s  initial  refusal  to  discuss 
what  happened. 

The  Crime  Scene  Process 

Due  to  the  complexity  of  the  scene,  it  was  decided  to  process 
the  event  in  stages  starting  from  the  outside  with  the  first 
victim  and  then  working  into  the  interior  crime  scene.  The 
area  in  front  of  the  two  residences  and  Jim’s  body  were  pro¬ 
cessed  by  0200  hours.  Detectives  then  moved  into  the  interior 
of  the  scene  and  collected  samples  from  the  ground  floor  and 
stairway.  This  process  was  completed  by  0800  hours. 

The  coroner  agreed  to  allow  Christine’s  body  to  remain  at 
the  scene  until  detectives  gathered  all  of  the  evidence  from 
the  floor  areas  leading  to  her  bed.  This  is  a  procedure  rec¬ 
ommended  by  Practical  Homicide  Investigation ®  if  the  out¬ 
side  and  indoor  temperatures  are  conducive  and  will  not 
allow  for  rapid  decomposition.  In  the  Spillman  case,  Dou¬ 
glas  County  detectives  followed  the  same  procedure,  result¬ 
ing  in  the  retrieval  of  additional  hairs  and  fibers,  which 
were  crucial  to  linking  Spillman  to  the  murders. 

The  crime  scene  investigators  recovered  a  minimag  flash¬ 
light,  rolls  of  duct  tape,  and  a  Buck  knife  that  had  apparently 
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been  brought  to  the  scene.  A  seminal  stain  was  found  on  the 
carpet  next  to  the  bed,  and  two  lightbulbs,  which  were  re¬ 
moved  from  the  ceiling  fixture,  were  deposited  on  the  floor. 

The  victim  suffered  a  large  laceration  to  her  chest,  which 
extended  from  the  right  side  across  her  left  breast  downward 
at  an  angle  across  her  abdomen.  She  had  also  received  a  stab 
wound  to  the  left  side  of  her  chest  and  multiple  stab  wounds 
to  the  left  side  of  her  neck  and  throat  area. 

The  comforter  and  bedclothes  were  collected  and  processed 
separately.  A  bloodstain  on  the  left  side  of  the  fitted  sheet 
showed  that  both  sides  of  a  knife  blade  were  wiped  on  it.  It 
was  at  this  time  that  the  extent  of  the  duct  tape  bondage  was 
realized.  There  were  massive  amounts  of  duct  tape  wrapped 
around  her  hands,  so  the  investigators  used  a  reciprocating 
saw  to  cut  the  headboard  around  Christine’s  hands  so  that 
the  wrappings  could  be  brought  intact  to  the  autopsy. 

Initial  Suspect  Information 

The  parents  of  Michael  Singley  appeared  at  the  crime  scene 
and  advised  detectives  that  their  son,  Michael,  who  was  suf¬ 
fering  from  depression,  might  be  involved.  They  advised  the 
detectives  that  Michael  knew  that  his  cousin,  Travis,  had  a 
gun,  and  the  family  thought  he  may  have  gone  to  the  house 
to  get  the  gun  to  commit  suicide.  It  was  later  determined 
that  Michael  called  his  fiance  to  advise  her  that  he  loved  her 
and  implied  during  that  call  that  she  would  not  see  him 
again.  Singley  emerged  as  a  viable  suspect  as  additional  in¬ 
formation  became  available. 

At  0145  hours,  Sergeant  Dianne  Kelso  located  the  public 
phone  that  Michael  used  to  call  his  fiance.  Sergeant  Kelso 
found  bloody  fingerprints  on  the  receiver  and  bloody  nap¬ 
kins  in  a  trash  can  beside  the  phone.  The  phone  and  the 
trash  can  were  transported  to  the  station  house  for  process¬ 
ing.  As  officers  were  preparing  to  set  up  surveillance  on 
Singley ’s  residence,  they  located  Christine’s  Jeep  in  a  field  in 
a  construction  area  about  a  block  away  from  Singley ’s  home. 

Detectives  Obtained  a  Statement  from  Travis 

On  November  4,  Travis  identified  his  assailant  as  his  cousin, 
Michael  Singley.  He  did  not  understand  why  Michael  stabbed 
and  shot  him.  Travis  also  did  not  know  that  his  wife,  Chris- 
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tine,  was  dead.  Travis  stated  he  arrived  at  his  residence  and 
saw  his  wife’s  Jeep  parked  out  front.  He  called  his  wife’s  name, 
and  there  was  no  answer.  He  proceeded  upstairs  where  his 
cousin  Michael,  who  pointed  a  gun  at  him,  confronted  him. 
Michael  ordered  him  into  the  bedroom  and  then  told  him 
to  lie  on  the  floor.  He  then  began  to  stab  him.  Travis,  realizing 
he  would  be  killed,  struggled  with  his  cousin,  who  grabbed 
the  gun  and  shot  him.  Michael  then  fled  the  residence. 

Travis  told  the  detectives  that  he  tried  to  call  for  help  but 
could  not  find  the  phone.  Travis  slid  down  the  stairs  and 
went  to  the  kitchen,  but  that  phone  was  also  missing.  He  got 
his  car  keys  and  was  going  to  drive  for  help.  As  he  opened 
the  front  door,  Travis  saw  a  body  on  the  ground  and  assumed 
it  was  Michael.  Travis  saw  that  Christine’s  Jeep  was  missing 
and  believed  that  his  wife  was  able  to  escape.  Travis  began 
to  beat  on  the  reporting  witness’s  door  for  assistance  and 
then  collapsed  on  the  front  porch. 

Travis  was  transported  to  the  local  hospital  and  subsequently 
transported  to  another  hospital,  where  he  was  treated  for  gun¬ 
shot  wounds  to  his  left  chest  and  arm.  He  also  received  stab 
wounds  to  his  left  palm,  right  cheek,  chest,  upper  right  back, 
and  a  long  laceration  from  the  base  of  his  skull  down  his  back. 

Hypothesis 

Christine  was  the  obvious  focus  of  this  lust  murder.  She  was 
totally  nude,  and  her  clothing  was  cut  from  her  body.  Her 
hands  and  wrists  were  bound  with  large  amounts  of  duct 
tape.  Duct  tape  covered  her  eyes  and  mouth,  leaving  her  nose 
exposed.  Her  legs  and  feet  were  also  bound.  The  offender 
knew  that  his  cousin,  Travis,  would  not  be  home  until  later 
that  evening. 

Michael  went  to  the  house  with  the  intent  of  sexually  assault¬ 
ing  his  cousin’s  wife  and  then  staging  the  scene  to  make  it 
appear  that  a  stranger  perpetrated  the  crime.  Singley  re¬ 
moved  the  lightbulbs  from  the  ceiling  fixture  and  covered 
the  body  with  a  comforter  prior  to  Travis  returning  home. 
He  was  in  the  process  of  staging  the  scene  for  discovery. 

Suspect  Arrest 

While  detectives  were  processing  the  master  bedroom  in  the 
crime  scene,  Singley  was  taken  into  custody.  Singley  was 
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hiding  at  his  house,  which  was  surrounded  by  tactical  offic¬ 
ers.  Sergeant  Kelso  made  contact  with  him  by  telephone  and 
was  negotiating  with  him  to  surrender.  Shortly  before  2:00 
p.m.,  he  surrendered  to  tactical  officers  who  were  outside  his 
residence. 

Detective  Sergeant  Kelso,  who  was  supervising  this  aspect  of 
the  investigation,  requested  a  search  warrant,  which  was 
executed  at  about  6:00  p.m.  on  November  4.  A  Smith  & 
Wesson  .44  magnum  was  recovered,  along  with  ammunition 
and  the  keys  for  Christine’s  Jeep.  In  addition,  notes  written 
by  Singley  to  his  family  and  fiance  requesting  they  visit  him 
in  prison  were  found.  Bloodstained  clothing  and  his  sneak¬ 
ers,  which  matched  the  sneaker  print  in  the  master  bedroom, 
were  also  seized. 

Additional  Evidence 

Singley ’s  Toyota  was  discovered  parked  one  block  away  from 
the  murder  scene.  Detectives  secured  a  search  warrant  for 
Singley ’s  car,  and  an  additional  20  items  of  evidence  were 
seized  including  the  following  items  of  importance:  one  roll 
of  duct  tape;  a  Buck  knife  box;  an  empty  Kmart  bag  with  a 
receipt  dated  11/3  at  1457  hours  for  the  purchase  of  three 
rolls  of  duct  tape;  an  empty  Wal-Mart  bag  with  a  receipt 
dated  1 1/3  at  1519  hours  for  the  purchase  of  a  knife,  ammu¬ 
nition,  and  glove;  and  a  ballot  stub  dated  11/3. 

Suspect’s  Statements 

Detective  Sergeant  Kelso  interviewed  Singley  at  the  station, 
during  which  time  he  made  statements.  He  believed  all  four 
persons  were  dead  and  claimed  that  he  was  having  dreams 
about  hurting  people.  He  stated  that  he  planned  on  killing 
himself  after  killing  Christine  and  Travis. 

Singley  refused  to  discuss  what  happened  to  Christine.  He 
only  admitted  that  he  killed  her  and  that  she  was  dead  prior 
to  Travis  returning  home.  Singley  stated  that  he  purchased 
the  duct  tape,  knife,  and  shells  for  Travis’s  gun  that  after¬ 
noon.  He  drove  to  the  area  of  his  cousin’s  residence  and 
parked.  He  knew  that  Travis  was  in  school  that  evening.  He 
went  to  the  residence  and  told  Christine  that  his  car  had 
broken  down  and  that  he  needed  assistance.  Christine  al¬ 
lowed  him  into  the  house  and  then  went  upstairs  to  change. 
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Singley  entered  the  bedroom  while  she  was  changing.  He 
began  to  struggle  with  her,  knocking  her  to  the  floor. 

Singley  stated  that  he  wrapped  duct  tape  around  her  arms 
and  legs  to  secure  her  and  removed  the  phone  from  the 
bedroom.  He  said  he  then  went  down  to  the  kitchen  and 
removed  that  phone.  When  he  returned  to  the  master  bed¬ 
room,  he  discovered  that  Christine  had  gotten  free  and 
locked  the  door.  He  stated  that  he  kicked  in  the  door  and 
again  struggled  with  her,  subduing  her  and  taping  her  to 
the  bed.  Singley  would  not  discuss  anything  else  involving 
her. 

Singley  then  described  Travis  returning  home  unexpectedly 
and  the  ensuing  assault,  during  which  he  suffered  a  stab 
wound  to  the  leg.  He  described  the  shooting  of  the  neighbors 
and  leaving  the  scene  in  Christine’s  Jeep,  which  he  aban¬ 
doned.  He  stated  that  he  hid  in  a  shed  behind  his  house  until 
he  could  get  in. 

Physical  Examination  of  the  Suspect  at  the  Police  Station 

Singley  had  a  fresh  cut  on  his  right  thigh  that  he  received 
while  fighting  with  his  cousin  Travis.  He  also  had  scratches 
on  his  fingers  from  scraping  against  the  bones  of  Christine’s 
ribs  as  he  sliced  her  open. 

Charges 

Singley  was  charged  with  two  counts  of  criminal  homicide 
and  two  counts  of  attempt  to  commit  homicide.  He  was  also 
charged  with  rape,  criminal  trespass,  and  theft  of  motor 
vehicle. 

The  Autopsy 

The  victim  was  multiply  stabbed  and  had  a  gaping  sharp 
force  injury  to  her  chest  and  abdomen.  The  medical  exam¬ 
iner  ruled  the  cause  of  death  as  “multiple  stab  wounds  of  the 
chest  and  lungs.”  The  stab  wounds  penetrated  into  the  heart 
and  lungs.  The  downward  portion  of  the  wound  measured 
over  a  foot  long  and  penetrated  some  6  inches.  The  wound 
was  consistent  with  a  sawing  motion.  Four  postmortem  in¬ 
cisions  of  the  neck,  facial  injuries,  and  hemorrhage  of  her 
scalp  were  also  recorded  (Figure  9.31). 
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Figure  9.31  Autopsy.  The  victim's  throat  was  cut,  and  she  suffered  numerous 
stab  wounds  to  her  body,  including  a  long  laceration  from  her  breast  to  her 
abdomen.  (Courtesy  of  Detective  Scott  Mummert,  Chambersburg,  Pennsylvania 
Police  Department.) 

Evidence 

Evidence  recovered  by  the  detectives  consisted  of  sperma¬ 
tozoa  found  on  vaginal  swabs  from  Christine,  which  were 
matched  to  Singley.  Bloodstains  on  the  clothing  collected  at 
Singley’s  residence  matched  Singley  and  Travis.  Bloodstains 
on  the  fitted  sheet  were  identified  as  Singley’s.  Bloodstains 
collected  outside  the  residence  were  identified  as  belonging 
to  Travis  and  the  other  man.  Bloodstains  collected  from  the 
Jeep  were  matched  to  Singley.  Seminal  fluid  was  matched 
to  Singley.  The  .44  magnum  was  identified  through  ballis¬ 
tics.  Singley’s  fingerprints  and  palmprints  were  found  on 
the  following: 

Duct  tape  from  Christine’s  head  and  face 
Duct  tape  attached  to  the  headboard 
Wall  phone  from  victim’s  kitchen 
Roll  of  duct  tape  from  spare  bedroom 
Ammo  box  from  Jeep 
Pay  phone  receiver  from  municipal  park 
Lightbulb  from  master  bedroom 
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And,  Singley’s  left  shoe  was  matched  to  blood  prints  at  the 
crime  scene. 

Suspect  Manipulations 

During  his  interrogation,  Singley  alluded  to  the  fact  that  he 
was  depressed  and  wanted  to  commit  suicide.  Lawyers  used 
expert  testimony  to  suggest  a  psychosis  in  order  to  present 
a  diminished  capacity  tactic.  The  defense  presented  that  Sin¬ 
gley  thought  that  he  needed  to  commit  a  horrific  crime  in 
order  to  kill  himself,  and  that  was  why  he  killed  Christine 
and  then  attacked  his  cousin  Travis. 

However,  overwhelming  evidence  that  the  investigators  gath¬ 
ered  linking  Singley  to  the  crimes,  coupled  with  the  state¬ 
ments  of  witnesses,  made  for  a  strong  case  and  showed 
premeditation. 

Disposition 

The  jury  in  the  penalty  phase  decided  that  Singley  was  guilty 
of  first  degree  murder  with  aggravating  circumstances  and 
recommended  death.  The  judge  sentenced  Singley  to  death 
in  the  killing  of  Christine  and  life  imprisonment  for  the 
murder  of  the  other  victim,  who  was  shot  as  the  offender 
fled  from  the  rape-murder. 

Reconstruction  and  Opinion 

The  murder  of  Christine  was  clearly  a  premeditated  lust  murder: 

•  The  presentation  of  the  body  in  the  crime  scene  suggested  a  fan¬ 
tasy-driven  motivation. 

•  The  final  binding  of  her  legs  after  the  rape  is  representative  of  a 
bondage  fantasy. 

•  Christine’s  clothes  were  cut  from  her  body,  which  has  as  its  basis 
a  psychosexual  dynamic. 

•  She  was  nude. 

•  She  had  been  rendered  helpless. 

•  She  was  blindfolded,  with  tape  over  her  eyes,  and  tape  was  placed 
over  her  mouth  so  she  could  not  scream  or  talk. 

•  Her  arms  were  drawn  up  over  her  head  and  taped  to  the  bedboard, 
making  her  extremely  vulnerable  (Figure  9.32). 
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Figure  9.32  Bondage  fantasy.  The  victim's  clothes  were  cut  from  her  body. 
The  final  binding  of  her  legs  after  the  rape  was  the  fantasy  component  in  this 
event.  The  presentation  of  the  body  in  the  crime  scene  was  fantasy  driven.  The 
offender  bound  the  young  woman's  hands  over  her  head  and  secured  them  to 
the  bedboard  to  make  her  vulnerable.  The  killer  intended  that  her  husband 
discover  the  woman's  body  when  he  came  home.  (Courtesy  of  Detective  Scott 
Mummert,  Chambersburg,  Pennsylvania  Police  Department.)  (See  color  insert 
following  page  236.) 


Case  Facts 

•  Singley  planned  this  event  knowing  that  the  husband  was  in  school 
and  that  Christine  would  be  alone  in  the  house. 

•  He  purchased  the  items  he  needed  for  his  rape  kit. 

•  He  purchased  ammunition  for  the  gun  at  the  house. 

•  He  parked  his  car  a  block  away  so  it  would  not  be  seen. 

•  He  purposely  stopped  taking  his  medication  because  it  inhibited 
his  normal  sexual  response. 

•  He  took  the  phones  so  noone  could  call  for  help. 

•  This  sexual  fantasy  was  rehearsed  in  his  mind. 
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•  If  he  really  intended  to  commit  suicide,  he  had  plenty  of  time  as 
he  cleaned  his  wounds  and  hid  at  his  house  trying  to  avoid  appre¬ 
hension. 

In  this  particular  lust  murder,  we  have  an  offender,  who  for  all  intents 
and  purposes  is  organized,  and  who  planned  a  sexual  assault  based  upon 
a  sexual  fantasy.  He  took  precautions  to  hide  his  car  and  brought  the 
items  he  needed  for  his  rape  kit.  He  removed  the  telephones  so  that  they 
could  not  be  used  to  call  for  help.  He  raped  his  victim  and  then  bound 
her  in  a  fashion  to  satisfy  his  fantasy.  He  had  complete  control  of  the 
victim  and  the  premises,  when  suddenly,  the  husband  of  the  victim 
returned  home.  At  that  point,  a  very  organized  offender  became  disorga¬ 
nized,  as  he  realized  that  he  was  about  to  be  seen  and  identified.  The 
abundance  of  evidence  recovered  was  a  direct  result  of  this  disintegration 
and  was  consistent  with  disorganized  offender  dynamics  (Author’s  hies). 


Conclusion 


Lust  murders  are  primarily  heterosexual  and  intraracial,  yet  there  are 
recorded  instances  of  homosexual  lust  murders  as  well  as  interracial  lust 
murders. 

The  offender  usually  lives  or  works  in  close  proximity  to  the  crime 
scene.  This  type  of  killer,  who  acts  on  the  spur  of  the  moment,  is  obsessed 
with  some  sort  of  perverse  fantasy.  In  his  own  mind,  he  has  planned  the 
event.  However,  when  the  opportunity  presents  itself,  this  type  of  offender 
does  not  have  a  plan  for  avoiding  detection.  He  panics  or  becomes  so 
involved  in  the  fantasy  that  he  is  totally  oblivious  to  the  fact  that  he  is 
leaving  evidence  behind. 

Lust  murders  can  be  classified  as  organized  or  disorganized,  depending 
on  the  psychopathology  manifested  in  the  crime  scene  as  well  as  the  ability 
of  the  offender  to  repeatedly  elude  apprehension.  The  common  denom¬ 
inator  is  sexual  sadism,  which  is  a  chronic  and  progressive  disorder.  Lust 
murders  are  carried  out  in  an  obsessive  manner,  as  the  offenders  attempt 
to  translate  their  perverse  sexual  fantasies  into  reality  by  inflicting  sadistic 
sexual  violence  upon  the  bodies  of  their  victims. 
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Definition 


The  definition  of  serial  murder  according  to  Geberth  (1996)  is,  “two  or 
more  separate  murders  where  an  individual,  acting  alone  or  with  another, 
commits  multiple  homicides  over  a  period  of  time,  with  time  breaks 
between  each  murder  event”  (pp.  438,  856). 

Most  individuals  who  strictly  research  homicides  have  never  actually 
investigated  a  homicide.  Obviously,  the  basis  for  their  classifications  is 
found  in  their  research  models  and  not  in  the  practical  aspects  of  criminal 
investigation  and  the  dynamics  involved  in  an  operational  setting. 

As  a  homicide  investigator,  you  should  focus  on  the  similarities  of 
cases  as  you  develop  a  hypothesis.  If  you  have  a  second  victim  killed  in  a 
similar  fashion  with  an  MO  and  signature  that  are  consistent  with  the 
other  case,  then  you  must  think  of  the  possibility  of  a  serial  killer. 

According  to  the  FBI,  “serial  murder  is  the  killing  of  three  or  more 
separate  victims  with  emotional  time  breaks  between  the  killings”  (Ressler 
et  ah,  1988,  p.  138).  These  breaks  or  “cooling  off”  periods  range  from 
days  to  weeks  or  months  between  victims. 

I  concur  with  the  emotional  time  breaks  between  the  killings  and  the 
“cooling  off”  periods  in  their  definition.  I  take  issue  with  waiting  around 
for  the  third  incident  before  some  “expert”  decides  whether  or  not  it  is  a 
serial  murder  case. 

In  my  professional  opinion  as  an  expert  in  homicide  investigation, 
one  of  the  most  complete  studies  and  research  into  the  serial  killer  can 
be  found  in  Ressler  et  al.  (1988). 
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Introduction 


There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  public  interest  generated  in  the  phenom¬ 
enon  of  serial  murder.  A  number  of  books  and  articles  have  been  pub¬ 
lished  on  the  subject.  There  have  been  television  documentaries  as  well 
as  major  Hollywood  movies,  such  as  Silence  of  the  Lambs,  Hannibal,  and 
Red  Dragon,  as  well  as  serial  murder  cases  presented  on  A&E  and  The 
Discovery  Channel. 

In  the  case  of  the  psychopathic  killer  who  is  a  serial  murderer,  I  would 
suggest,  based  upon  my  personal  experience  and  research  into  these  types 
of  offenders,  that  they  kill  because  they  like  to  kill.  According  to  Ressler 
et  al.  (1988),  “These  men  have  conscious,  detailed  plans  for  murder.  Often 
these  plans  are  improved  upon  with  each  successive  killing;  each  new 
experience  gives  the  offender  insight  into  his  next  murder”  (p.  49). 

Serial  killers  have  been  described  as  intelligent,  charismatic,  street¬ 
wise,  charming,  and  generally  good  looking.  They  are  mobile  indi¬ 
viduals  capable  of  traveling  any  number  of  miles  in  search  of  the  “right” 
victim.  I  analyzed  one  case  in  which  the  killer  cruised  a  local  strip  for 
3  hours  and  put  over  120  miles  on  his  van  while  searching  for  a  victim. 
In  another  case  that  I  reviewed,  the  offender  drove  hundreds  of  miles 
as  he  cruised  looking  for  victims  in  an  area  away  from  his  home,  which 
he  referred  to  as  his  “hunting  grounds.”  Serial  killers  often  target  a 
certain  type  of  victim.  They  are  attempting  to  fulfill  a  fantasy,  and  within 
that  fantasy,  there  is  a  specific  type  of  victim.  They  look  for  someone 
who  is  vulnerable  and  easy  to  control.  Their  victims  may  be  males  or 
females.  They  may  select  children,  vagrants,  prostitutes,  etc.  If  the  victim 
is  female,  she  may  resemble  other  female  victims  in  some  aspect  (i.e., 
long  hair;  blonde,  brunette,  or  redhead;  prostitute;  coed;  nurse;  waitress; 
female  executive). 


Homosexual  Serial  Killers 


Serial  killers  can  be  heterosexual  or  homosexual.  Homosexual  serial  mur¬ 
ders  involve  sadomasochistic  torture,  lust  murders,  thrill  killings,  and 
child  killings,  as  well  as  robbery  homicides.  Homosexual  serial  killers  have 
most  frequently  chosen  young  boys  or  gay  men  as  their  victims. 

Homosexual  serial  killers  can  be  loosely  divided  into  three  groups: 

1 .  Those  who  exclusively  targets  other  male  homosexual  victims 

2.  Those  who  attack  heterosexual  and  homosexual  victims 
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3.  The  male  pedophile  who  attacks  young  males  and  boys  (Geberth, 
1996,  p.  466) 

Homosexual  serial  killers  pose  a  unique  problem  for  law  enforcement 
in  that  they  function  within  a  subculture  of  a  subculture.  Cruising  or 
tricking  by  male  homosexuals  who  hang  out  at  gay  bars,  gay  baths, 
restrooms,  bus  stations,  amusement  parks,  truck  stops,  and  other  kinds 
of  public  places  looking  for  casual  sex  represent  a  high-risk  victim  group. 
Serial  killers  who  “work”  these  locations  can  operate  anonymously  among 
their  victims.  The  impersonal  nature  of  cruising,  where  participants  meet 
to  engage  in  sexual  acts  with  complete  strangers,  affords  the  clever  serial 
murderer  with  a  number  of  killing  fields  of  opportunity. 

It  should  be  noted,  however,  that  these  three  categories  presented  by 
the  author  are  not  mutually  exclusive,  due  to  victim  opportunity  and 
victim  availability.  For  instance,  John  Wayne  Gacy  and  Wayne  Williams, 
who  were  basically  homosexual  male  pedophiles,  sexually  assaulted  and 
killed  children  and  young  adult  males  who  were  heterosexuals  as  well  as 
homosexuals.  Jeffrey  Dahmer  solicited  homosexual  young  men,  but  he 
also  was  charged  with  the  death  of  a  heterosexual  male. 

For  a  more  in-depth  discussion  of  homosexual  homicide,  including 
homosexual  serial  murder,  see  Geberth  (1996,  Chapter  15). 


The  Serial  Killer  Profile 


The  original  FBI  theory  that  serial  killers  were  white  males,  in  their  late 
twenties  to  early  forties,  has  proven  to  be  wrong.  Practically  speaking, 
known  serial  killers  are  heterosexual,  homosexual,  and  bisexual.  Most 
serial  killers  are  men  (95%).  Female  serial  killers  are  extremely  rare, 
and  most  women  charged  with  serial  murder  are  usually  in  partnership 
with  a  male.  Three  examples  of  male/female  serial  killing  couples  are 
Douglas  Clark  and  Carol  Bundy,  Gerald  and  Charlene  Gallego,  and 
David  Parker  Ray  and  his  girlfriend  Cindy  Hendy,  who  are  the  subjects 
of  Chapter  12. 

Serial  killers  can  be  White,  Black,  Hispanic,  Asian,  or  Native  Ameri¬ 
can.  In  fact,  serial  killers  can  be  from  any  ethnic  grouping.  Serial  killers 
can  come  from  all  races,  cultures,  nationalities,  educational  levels,  eco¬ 
nomic  levels,  genders,  and  sexual  orientation.  Statistically  speaking,  most 
serial  murderers  in  the  United  States  are  white.  However,  there  has  been 
an  increase  in  black  male  serial  killers,  most  of  whom  had  a  history  of 
rape  or  other  sexual  assault,  who  kill  to  prevent  identification. 
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In  fact,  there  have  been  a  number  of  serial  murder  cases  involving 
black  males  who  targeted  prostitutes  within  the  inner  city.  Major  cities 
such  as  New  York,  Detroit,  Chicago,  St.  Louis,  Atlanta,  Baton  Rouge,  and 
New  Orleans,  are  examples. 

Serial  murderers  may  or  may  not  have  superior  intelligence;  however, 
most  are  streetwise.  This  is  what  enables  them  to  function  effectively  and 
repeatedly  avoid  apprehension.  Serial  killers  are  methodical  and  cunning. 
They  plan  and  research  their  crimes  and  display  complete  indifference  to 
others,  because  they  are  self-centered  and  thrive  on  self-gratification, 
whether  it  is  sexual  gratification  or  fulfilling  a  fantasy.  In  some  instances, 
the  murders  are  to  express  control.  In  other  instances,  the  murders  are  for 
the  pleasure  of  possessing  the  power  of  life  and  death  over  another  person. 

The  author  was  the  first  person  to  publicly  use  the  metaphor  of  the 
great  white  shark  to  describe  the  serial  killer  in  a  PrimeTime  Live  presen¬ 
tation  of  “Serial  Murder”  on  June  13,  1991. 

The  serial  killer  travels  through  society  just  like  a  great  white  shark 
swims  through  the  ocean.  The  shark  is  a  predator  and  24/7  killing 
machine.  The  psyche  of  a  serial  killer  is  also  24/7,  and  like  a  great  white 
shark,  he  is  constantly  on  the  prowl  for  a  victim.  The  reporter,  Dianne 
Sawyer,  asked  the  author  to  provide  a  description  of  a  serial  killer.  I 
answered,  “You  go  to  an  aquarium  and  you  look  at  a  shark  swimming 
around  that  shark  pool,  look  at  that  bastard’s  eyes.  That’s  a  serial  killer. 
A  24-hour  a  day  killing  machine.” 

I  used  the  metaphor  of  the  shark  and  the  dark  eyes  to  indicate  that 
the  shark’s  eyes  were  devoid  of  feeling.  Persons  who  have  survived  a  serial 
killer  often  describe  the  eyes  of  the  offender  as  hollow,  dark,  or  black. 
Apparently,  the  behavioral  science  crowd  liked  the  metaphor  so  much 
that  they  adopted  it  as  their  own.  I  later  received  a  call  from  the  producer 
of  PrimeTime,  who  told  me  that  the  network  received  a  complaint  from 
some  sort  of  animal  rights  groups  that  objected  to  the  author  referring 
to  the  shark  as  a  “bastard”  when  I  pointed  out  the  significance  of  the 
predator’s  eyes. 

Serial  killers  are  extremely  manipulative.  Often,  they  are  able  to  talk 
their  victims  into  what  has  been  described  as  their  “comfort  zone.”  This 
is  a  location  where  they  feel  comfortable  and  safe  and  can  control  the 
victim.  Many  times,  they  use  a  ruse  to  gain  access  to  a  potential  victim. 
They  pose  as  appliance  repairmen,  utility  workers,  or  someone  in  need 
of  help. 

Ted  Bundy  used  a  cast  on  his  arm.  John  Wayne  Gacy  offered  young 
men  jobs  in  his  construction  business.  Gore,  Waterfield,  and  Michael 
Ross,  as  well  as  others,  offered  hitchhikers  a  ride.  In  the  case  of  Christo¬ 
pher  Wilder,  he  posed  as  a  talent  scout  and  offered  modeling  assignments. 
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Bianchi  and  Bouno,  as  well  as  others,  posed  as  police  officers,  etc.  Serial 
killers  continually  perfect  their  ruse  and  seem  to  have  an  uncanny  knack 
for  recognizing  potential  victims.  They  are  quickly  able  to  gain  the  victim’s 
confidence  with  their  verbal  skills. 

Many  serial  killers  have  a  fascination  for  police  procedure.  Some  have 
even  worked  as  police  officers,  reserve  officers,  or  security  guards,  using 
their  experience  to  avoid  detection.  Some  have  been  known  to  frequent 
police  hangouts  and  eavesdrop  on  police  conversations  during  a  case. 
They  may  even  interject  themselves  into  the  investigation  or  offer  to  assist 
authorities  in  some  manner  that  will  avail  them  an  opportunity  to  mon¬ 
itor  the  investigation. 

In  some  instances,  serial  killers  have  gone  back  to  the  crime  scene  or 
location  where  the  body  was  discovered  to  assess  the  police  investigation 
or  to  taunt  police  with  additional  clues.  I  remember  one  case  in  which 
the  killer  complained  that  the  police  discovered  the  body  sooner  than  he 
anticipated.  He  was  upset  because  he  had  not  had  time  to  make  sure  he 
had  not  left  any  evidence  behind. 

The  serial  killer,  despite  his  outward  facade,  is  an  insecure  individual. 
He  is  without  power  unless  he  is  in  control.  This  is  reflected  in  his  personal 
life  and  in  his  behavior.  He  is  at  his  “peak”  when  he  has  a  victim  under 
his  control.  Serial  killers  enjoy  the  publicity  of  their  crimes  for  the  same 
reason.  It  is  all  about  power  and  control. 

The  News  Media  Influence 

Serial  killers  are  likely  to  follow  news  events  of  their  crimes  closely  and 
gain  satisfaction  in  the  knowledge  that  they  defeated  the  police.  There  is 
no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  when  some  police  officials  issue  “press  releases” 
and  make  statements  to  the  media  about  an  ongoing  serial  murder  case, 
they  do  more  harm  to  the  investigation  than  they  realize.  The  serial  killer 
makes  adjustments  as  he  reads  about  the  police  investigation.  I  have  a 
number  of  cases  in  my  hies  that  demonstrate  the  damage  that  is  done  to 
the  investigation  by  inappropriate  news  releases;  for  example,  telling  the 
press  where  the  police  will  be  setting  up  surveillance  or  announcing  that 
the  police  discovered  evidence  and  what  that  evidence  entailed. 

Some  serial  killers  communicate  with  the  press.  David  Berkowitz, 
“The  Son  of  Sam,”  a  serial  killer  in  New  York  City,  communicated  with 
authorities  by  sending  cryptic  messages  to  a  major  metropolitan  news¬ 
paper.  Another  serial  killer,  who  referred  to  himself  as  “BTK,”  sent  mes¬ 
sages  to  the  press  demanding  that  they  acknowledge  his  killings  by 
affording  him  a  title  like  other  serial  murderers. 
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In  St.  Louis,  MO,  a  serial  killer  named  Maury  Travis  was  captured 
after  sending  a  letter  to  a  reporter  directing  him  to  the  location  of  his 
“17th”  victim.  Maury  Travis  committed  suicide  in  jail  before  authorities 
could  learn  more  about  him  and  his  activities.  However,  it  was  estimated 
that  he  was  responsible  for  approximately  20  homicides  of  black  female 
prostitutes  and  drug  users  in  Missouri  and  Illinois. 

Students  of  Serial  Murder 

My  research  indicates  that  many  of  these  serial  killers  are  aware  of  police 
techniques.  They  are  aware  of  evidence  and  how  the  police  use  evidence 
such  as  DNA  to  identify  them.  I  remind  the  individuals  who  attend  my 
classes,  “We  are  not  the  only  people  watching  Forensic  Files,  CSI,  The  New 
Detectives,  The  Discovery  Channel,  and  all  of  the  other  programs  devoted 
to  criminal  investigation.”  For  example,  perpetrators  of  crimes  will 
change  their  modus  operandi  as  they  become  more  sophisticated  in  their 
criminal  activities. 

Some  criminals  even  read  specialized  journals  to  learn  about  law 
enforcement  techniques.  Many  of  the  serial  killers  within  my  study  fol¬ 
lowed  police  investigation  in  the  newspapers  and  media.  They  would 
adjust  their  activities  and  change  their  modus  operandi  to  thwart  the 
police  investigation. 

In  fact,  many  of  these  serial  murderers  were  students  of  serial  killings 
and  had  read  about  the  activities  of  other  serial  murderers  in  the  many 
popular  books  detailing  these  cases  (Author’s  files).  I  have  had  cases  in 
which  serial  killers  replicated  the  activities  of  other  serial  killers  in  an 
attempt  to  enhance  and  expand  on  their  own  psychosexual  needs. 

Organized  Serial  Killer  Activities 

The  serial  killer  engages  in  purposeful  postmortem  mutilation  of  the 
corpse,  as  opposed  to  the  disorganized  offender  who  engages  in  sexual  or 
exploratory  mutilation.  The  organized  offender  will  employ  mutilation 
to  hinder  identification,  for  shock  value,  or  to  allow  ease  of  transport  of 
the  body.  Remember,  organized  and  disorganized  offenders  commit  lust 
murders  (see  Chapter  9). 

In  one  of  the  New  York  City  serial  murders,  the  offender  removed  the 
heads  and  hands  of  two  prostitutes  in  order  to  prevent  identification  of 
the  victims.  In  another  case,  this  same  offender  removed  the  breasts  of 
one  of  his  victims  and  left  them  on  the  bedboard  for  police  to  find.  Some 
serial  killers  posed  their  victim’s  bodies  or  left  them  in  an  open  area. 

The  serial  killer  who  displays  bodies  and  body  parts  does  so  for  the 
shock  value.  In  the  Gainesville,  FL  case  in  which  a  serial  killer  named 
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Danny  Rollings  terrorized  an  entire  college  community,  the  police  were 
confronted  with  posed  bodies  that  were  horribly  mutilated.  In  one  par¬ 
ticularly  grotesque  murder  scene,  Rollings  eviscerated  the  nude  victim 
and  sliced  off  both  of  her  nipples.  He  then  decapitated  the  young  woman 
and  propped  her  head  on  a  bookshelf.  The  first  officer  who  entered  the 
scene  would  see  the  head  with  its  eyes  open,  staring  back  at  him  (Philpin 
and  Donnelly,  1994). 

Serial  killers  may  choose  to  leave  the  bodies  of  their  victims  for  dis¬ 
covery  to  satisfy  some  psychological  need  or  may  go  through  elaborate 
detail  to  ensure  that  the  body  is  never  found.  Robin  Gecht,  a  serial  killer 
operating  in  the  Chicago  area,  came  up  with  a  unique  way  of  hiding  his 
victim’s  bodies.  He  would  watch  the  local  cemetery  for  an  excavation  in 
connection  with  a  burial.  He  and  his  cohorts  would  pick  up  a  prostitute 
and  then  torture  her  to  death.  Gecht  would  take  the  body  to  the  local 
cemetery  that  night  and  place  it  in  the  new  grave.  He  covered  the  body 
with  a  little  dirt.  The  next  day,  during  the  burial,  a  casket  would  be  placed 
into  the  hole  on  top  of  the  body.  He  was  responsible  for  approximately 
18  murders.  Despite  the  fact  that  his  cohorts  turned  state’s  evidence 
against  him,  most  of  the  bodies  were  never  found. 

Serial  killings  are  considered  by  a  number  of  experts  in  the  held  of 
psychology  and  psychiatry  to  represent  the  ultimate  extension  of  violence. 
From  a  rational  standpoint,  serial  killings  are  completely  senseless  acts. 
However,  in  the  mind  of  the  serial  killer,  he  experiences  great  pleasure  in 
exerting  power  and  control  over  his  victim,  including  the  power  of  life 
and  death.  The  sex  act  is  secondary.  He  is  excited  by  the  cruelty  of  the 
act  and  will  engage  in  physical  and  psychological  torture  of  the  victim. 
He  derives  pleasure  by  watching  the  victim  writhe  in  pain  as  the  victim 
is  humiliated  and  tortured  to  death. 

Richard  Ramirez,  dubbed  the  “Night  Stalker,”  terrorized  southern 
California  during  1984  and  1985.  He  was  responsible  for  the  rape,  sod¬ 
omy,  mutilation,  and  murder  of  13  victims.  Ramirez  perpetrated 
unspeakable  horrors  upon  his  helpless  victims,  who  included  women, 
men,  and  children. 

Robin  Gecht,  who  was  mentioned  earlier,  certainly  fits  the  author’s 
description  of  a  psychopathic  sexual  sadist.  He  was  a  serial  killer  and  the 
ringleader  of  a  gang  of  like-minded  sexual  psychopaths  —  Eddie  Spreitzer, 
and  two  brothers  named  Andy  and  Tommy  Kokoraleis.  They  would  target 
prostitutes.  Their  victims  would  be  handcuffed,  and  their  breasts  would 
be  mutilated.  Gecht  would  then  have  sex  through  the  open  wound  in  the 
woman’s  chest  and  then  with  the  severed  breast.  Other  times,  they  would 
insert  their  penises  into  the  open  wounds  of  their  victims,  force  wine 
bottles  or  wooden  handles  into  the  girls’  vaginas,  and  torture  and  stab 
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their  victims  in  the  abdomen,  as  they  tortured  their  helpless  victims  to 
death  (Fletcher,  1995). 

Tommy  Kokoraleis,  one  of  Gecht’s  cohorts,  told  the  police  about  a 
bizarre  series  of  rituals  that  he  called  ceremonies.  Tommy  said, 

Robin,  Eddie,  Andy  and  I  would  kneel  around  a  table 
that  Robin  had  fixed  up  as  an  altar  in  his  attic.  Robin 
lit  candles  and  read  from  the  Bible.  Each  of  the  men 
took  turns  masturbating  into  the  flesh  portion  of  the 
breast,  first  Robin,  then  Eddie,  Andy,  and  Tommy.  After 
they  were  finished,  Robin  would  cut  the  breast  into 
pieces  and  they  ate  it  (Fletcher,  1995,  p.  274). 

Tommy  Kokoraleis  said  that  he  personally  participated  in  10  to  12  of  these 
ceremonies  (Fletcher,  1995). 

Kenneth  Bianchi  and  Angelo  Bouno  were  both  dubbed  “The  Hillside 
Strangler”  because  authorities  were  not  aware  that  there  were  two  killers 
who  sexually  violated  and  brutally  murdered  12  young  women  between 
them.  They  would  tape  and  gag  their  victims  and  proceed  to  torture  and 
sexually  abuse  them.  Bianchi  and  Bouno  experimented  with  various  tech¬ 
niques  of  torture,  such  as  injecting  them  with  Windex,  smothering  them 
with  gas  from  the  stove,  subjecting  them  to  electrical  shock,  and  then 
eventually  killing  them  by  strangulation  when  they  tired  of  their  perverse 
and  inhuman  entertainment  (O’Brien,  1985,  1989). 

The  serial  killer  operates  in  an  emotionally  detached  manner.  It  is 
almost  as  if  he  is  following  a  script.  (See  Chapter  12,  “Sex  Slave  Torture 
and  Serial  Murder  Case”)  The  script  is  usually  based  upon  a  sadistic 
fantasy.  Police  investigations  of  serial  murderers  revealed  intricate  and 
precise  planning  on  the  part  of  the  serial  killer.  In  some  instances,  detec¬ 
tives  seized  recorded  evidence  of  the  offense,  such  as  audiotape  recordings 
of  victims’  screams  of  pain,  writings,  photos,  and  even  videotape  segments 
of  their  sadistic  activities.  The  videotapes  depicting  the  atrocities  com¬ 
mitted  by  Leonard  Lake  and  Charles  Ng  in  Calaveras  County,  CA  are  an 
example  of  the  depravity  of  a  sadistic  serial  killer. 

Lawrence  Bittaker  and  Roy  Norris,  however,  provided  the  most 
graphic  example  of  evil.  These  two  psychopaths,  who  met  in  prison, 
shared  a  mutual  interest  in  female  domination,  rape,  torture,  and  murder. 
They  eventually  murdered  five  young  women  using  a  combination  of 
methods,  which  included  stabbing  them  through  the  ears  with  an  icepick 
and  strangling  them  manually  and  with  wire  coat  hangers  that  were 
tightened  around  the  victims’  necks  with  pliers.  They  tape  recorded  two 
of  their  torture  sessions,  while  they  repeatedly  raped,  sodomized,  and 


Serial  Murder 


509 


tortured  the  young  women.  (See  Chapter  14  for  a  case  history  on  Bittaker 
and  Norris.) 

In  each  of  these  examples,  the  conduct  displayed  by  the  offenders 
suggested  that  the  sex  act  was  secondary.  Instead,  the  offender  was  sexually 
excited  by  the  cruelty  of  the  acts  and  engaged  in  physical  and  psychological 
torture  of  the  victims.  They  obtained  their  gratification  through  the 
humiliation  and  torture  of  their  prey.  The  murder  is  an  expression  of 
power  and  control.  Necrophilia  is  an  extension  of  their  control  and  sadis¬ 
tic  quest  for  complete  and  total  domination. 

Other  offenders  have  used  a  variety  of  torture  techniques,  such  as 
biting,  whipping,  burning,  electricity,  and  forcing  the  victim  to  ingest  a 
caustic  cleaning  fluid. 

Many  of  these  serial  killers  seemingly  maintain  a  respectable  lifestyle 
and  engage  in  sexual  relations  with  a  primary  female  in  their  lives.  How¬ 
ever,  they  really  do  not  have  any  type  of  satisfactory  relationship  with 
anyone.  They  are  totally  vested  in  self- gratification  to  a  point  where  noth¬ 
ing  else  matters. 

Most  of  the  serial  killers  who  were  interviewed  by  the  FBI’s  Behavioral 
Science  Unit  or  by  psychiatrists  conducting  independent  examinations 
reported  that  they  were  victims  of  child  abuse,  usually  at  the  hands  of  a 
female  parent  or  parent  figure.  Many  of  the  offenders  were  reportedly 
under  the  influence  of  alcohol  or  marijuana  while  committing  the  crime, 
which  tended  to  exacerbate  their  sadistic  fantasies. 

The  serial  killer  tends  to  increase  his  killings.  It  appears  that  serial 
killers  have  to  kill  more  often  to  maintain  equilibrium.  The  fantasy  and 
psychic  high  that  they  obtain  through  their  conduct  induces  bold  and 
more  frequent  attacks,  sometimes  with  a  complete  disregard  of  risk.  Con¬ 
sequently,  many  of  the  country’s  most  notorious  serial  killers  were  caught 
by  accident  or  during  some  independent  police  action  not  related  to  the 
murder  investigation.  New  York  serial  killer  Joel  Riflcin,  who  was  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  murder  of  18  young  women,  most  of  whom  were  prostitutes, 
was  apprehended  by  two  alert  New  York  State  troopers  on  routine  patrol. 
They  observed  Rifkin’s  vehicle  operating  without  headlights  and  missing 
a  rear  license  plate.  He  attempted  to  flee.  However,  when  the  troopers 
captured  him,  they  found  the  rotting  corpse  of  one  of  his  victims  in  the 
rear  of  his  truck.  This  routine  vehicle  and  traffic  incident  uncovered  one 
of  New  York’s  most  prolific  serial  killers. 

Disorganized  Serial  Killer  Activities 

Disorganized  serial  killers  who  fit  the  clinical  description  of  psychotic  are 
in  the  minority,  because  they  lack  the  ability  and  wherewithal  to  repeat¬ 
edly  escape  apprehension. 
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An  excellent  example  of  the  disorganized  offender  is  the  case  of  Rich¬ 
ard  Trenton  Chase,  which  is  fully  presented  in  Geberth  (1996,  pp. 
712-718). 

Richard  Trenton  Chase  was  known  as  “The  Vampire  Killer.”  Chase, 
who  may  have  also  committed  additional  homicides,  was  conclusively 
linked  to  the  murders  of  six  individuals:  five  of  whom  were  killed  in  1  week. 

His  first  known  victim  was  a  5 1  -year-old  man  who  exited  his  house 
to  retrieve  groceries  from  his  car  in  the  driveway.  He  was  shot  once  in 
the  chest  with  a  .22-caliber  automatic.  The  police  were  perplexed  by  this 
murder,  which  was  apparently  random  and  motiveless,  and  they  certainly 
did  not  have  any  suspects. 

His  next  victim  was  a  22-year-old  housewife.  She  was  shot  and  then 
savagely  mutilated.  The  victim’s  blouse  was  pulled  up  over  her  chest,  her 
pants  were  forced  down  to  her  ankles,  and  fecal  matter  (later  determined 
to  be  human)  was  placed  into  her  mouth.  The  killer,  using  steak  knives 
taken  from  the  kitchen,  opened  the  midsection  of  his  victim  and  removed 
her  intestines.  He  then  stabbed  her  through  her  left  nipple.  He  smeared 
her  blood  over  his  own  face  and  licked  his  fingers.  He  then  smeared  the 
blood  along  the  inner  thighs  of  the  victim.  In  addition,  the  victim’s  blood 
was  apparently  scooped  out  of  her  body  cavity  with  a  paper  cup,  which 
was  discarded  at  the  scene. 

The  investigation  into  Monday’s  murder  had  hardly  begun  when  later 
that  same  week,  five  blocks  away,  another  even  more  grisly  discovery  was 
made. 

The  dead  woman,  who  was  36  years  of  age,  was  shot  three  times  and 
was  eviscerated.  Her  52-year-old  boyfriend,  who  was  visiting,  died  of 
gunshot  wounds  to  the  head;  the  woman’s  6-year-old  boy  was  shot  dead. 
A  22-month-old  baby,  whom  the  woman  was  babysitting,  was  missing 
from  a  bloodstained  crib. 

The  investigation  indicated  that  the  offender  was  most  probably  a 
psychotic  individual  who  lived  or  worked  in  the  neighborhood  and  was 
committing  the  crimes  and  murders  on  impulse  or  opportunity.  All  of  the 
murders,  as  well  as  other  bizarre  incidents,  occurred  within  a  1  -mile  radius. 

When  the  subject  was  apprehended  at  his  apartment,  the  police  recov¬ 
ered  a  number  of  items  of  evidence.  There  was  dried  blood  caked  on  the 
suspect’s  mouth  and  hands,  and  additional  evidence  indicated  that  he 
cooked,  ate,  and  drank  his  victims’  blood  and  body  parts.  In  the  refrig¬ 
erator  was  a  can  containing  brain  matter.  The  remaining  steak  knives, 
which  he  took  from  the  residence  of  the  first  victim,  were  found  in  the 
suspect’s  apartment. 

According  to  the  suspect,  the  reason  for  his  vampire-like  activity  and 
grisly  behavior  was  that  flying  saucers  were  drying  up  his  blood  through 
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Figure  10.1  Chase  victim.  This  eviscerated  body  was  one  of  the  victims  of 
Richard  Trenton  Chase,  who  was  known  as  the  "Vampire  Killer."  He  fits  the 
category  of  a  disorganized  serial  killer.  (Courtesy  of  Retired  Lieutenant  Ray 
Biondi,  Sacramento,  California  Sheriff's  Department.) 

some  sort  of  radiation,  and  that  in  order  to  survive,  he  had  to  replenish 
his  supply.  This  was  a  classic  disorganized  offender  (Figure  10.1). 

David  Berkowitz,  the  infamous  “Son  of  Sam”  murderer,  is  another 
example  of  this  type  of  serial  killer.  Berkowitz  terrorized  New  York  City 
for  13  months.  The  killings  began  in  July,  1976.  Berkowitz  preferred 
young  women  with  long  dark  hair.  His  victims  were  usually  parked  in 
cars  when  they  were  attacked.  The  police,  at  first,  were  baffled  by  these 
seemingly  unrelated  shootings  and  murders.  However,  once  the  ballistics 
matched  and  notes  were  left  at  the  scenes,  the  authorities  knew  they  had 
a  serial  killer  on  their  hands.  Berkowitz,  who  used  the  name  “Son  of 
Sam,”  communicated  with  the  press.  In  these  communications,  he 
claimed  to  be  getting  messages  from  his  neighbor’s  dog,  which  ordered 
him  to  kill.  By  the  time  Berkowitz  was  caught,  he  had  killed  six  victims 
and  wounded  seven  others. 
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Albert  Fish,  who  could  be  clinically  diagnosed  as  psychotic,  was  a 
multiple  killer,  a  child  molester,  and  a  cannibal.  Fish  underwent  a  marked 
change  in  personality  and  fell  into  a  pattern  of  bizarre  behavior  after  his 
wife  left  him  for  another  man.  He  cultivated  an  interest  in  cannibalism 
and  saved  news  stories  about  such  people  as  Fritz  Haarmann,  the 
“Hanover  Vampire.” 

Fish  was  also  a  masochist.  He  enjoyed  the  experience  of  physical  pain 
and  often  pleaded  with  his  own  children  to  beat  him.  One  of  his  favorite 
pastimes  was  to  insert  sewing  needles  into  his  scrotum,  savoring  the 
unbelievable  agony.  He  claimed  to  have  molested  hundreds  of  children. 
Many  children  found  themselves  the  victims  of  unspeakable  tortures  prac¬ 
ticed  by  this  sexual  sadist. 

Fish  was  convicted  of  the  murder  of  a  10-year-old  girl  who  he  lured 
to  a  supposed  party.  Fish  strangled  the  child  and  then  beheaded  and 
dismembered  her  with  a  meat  cleaver.  He  then  cooked  her  body  parts 
into  a  stew  seasoned  with  onions  and  carrots.  Fish  then  consumed  this 
cannibal’s  meal.  Six  years  later,  he  wrote  the  little  girl’s  family  a  letter 
explaining  what  he  had  done. 

Fish  was  arrested  and  tried.  The  jury  discounted  his  insanity  plea  and 
sentenced  him  to  death  in  the  electric  chair.  Fish  was  executed  at  Sing 
Sing  in  New  York  in  1936. 

Ed  Gein,  who  was  the  basis  for  the  movie  “Psycho”  and  “The  Texas 
Chainsaw  Massacre,”  was  a  classic  disorganized  offender.  Gein’s  mother 
was  a  domineering  woman  who  kept  a  tight  emotional  rein  on  both  of 
her  sons.  She  preferred  that  her  boys  remain  unmarried.  To  her,  women 
were  evil  things  that  trafficked  in  the  sins  of  the  flesh.  His  mother  and 
brother  died  young,  and  Gein  was  left  alone. 

He  withdrew  from  reality.  His  mind  developed  strange  fantasies.  He 
became  a  voracious  reader  of  anatomical  texts,  and  he  developed  a  new 
interest  in  women.  Then,  without  explanation,  he  sealed  off  all  of  the 
farmhouse  except  for  his  bedroom  and  the  kitchen. 

Gein  began  to  pursue  a  new  vocation:  grave  robbing.  Between  1950 
and  1954,  Gein  haunted  three  local  cemeteries,  opening  an  estimated  9 
or  10  graves  in  his  nocturnal  raids.  He  removed  whole  corpses  or  settled 
for  choice  bits  and  pieces. 

He  would  exhume  the  bodies  of  women  buried  in  the  remote  areas 
of  graveyards  and  drag  them  to  his  farm.  In  a  shed  attached  to  the  main 
house,  Gein  drew  and  quartered  his  prized  trophies  as  if  they  were  slaugh¬ 
terhouse  cattle.  Portions  of  the  quartered  corpses  often  wound  up  on  his 
dinner  table. 

At  home,  he  used  the  ghoulish  relics  as  domestic  decorations.  Skulls 
were  mounted  on  the  bedposts.  Gein  used  severed  skullcaps  as  bowls.  He 
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fashioned  hanging  mobiles  out  of  noses,  lips,  and  labia,  sporting  a  belt 
of  nipples  around  the  house.  Human  skin  was  variously  utilized  for  lamp 
shades,  the  construction  of  wastebaskets,  and  the  upholstery  of  chairs. 

Gein  was  ambiguous  about  his  masculinity  from  an  early  age.  He 
actually  considered  amputation  of  his  penis  on  several  occasions.  The 
famous  transsexual,  Christine  Jorgenson,  was  much  in  the  headlines  at 
the  time.  Gein  considered  transsexual  surgery,  but  the  process  was  costly 
and  frightening.  He  obviously  thought  that  there  must  be  a  way  of  “turn¬ 
ing  female”  on  a  part-time  basis. 

Gein  saved  other  parts  for  his  own  use  to  wear  at  home.  He  wore  a 
human’s  scalp  and  face,  and  a  skinned-out  “vest”  complete  with  breasts,  and 
female  genitalia  that  he  strapped  above  his  own  organs.  Gein  would  dance 
in  the  moonlight  dressed  as  the  opposite  sex.  He  amused  himself  with  these 
macabre  adventures  for  a  while  and  then  began  to  hunt  live  women. 

On  December  8,  1954,  51 -year-old  Mary  Hogan  disappeared  from 
the  tavern  she  managed.  Authorities  found  a  pool  of  blood  on  the  floor, 
an  overturned  chair,  and  one  spent  cartridge  from  a  .32-caliber  pistol. 
Foul  play  was  the  obvious  answer,  and  while  deputies  recalled  Gein  as  a 
suspect  in  the  case,  no  charges  were  hied  at  the  time.  (Three  years  later, 
the  shell  casing  would  be  matched  to  a  pistol  found  in  Gein’s  home.) 

On  November  16,  1957,  58-year-old  Bernice  Worden  disappeared 
from  her  Plainfield  hardware  store  under  strikingly  similar  circumstances. 
There  was  blood  on  the  floor,  a  thin  trail  of  it  leading  out  back. 

Worden’s  son  recalled  that  Gein  asked  his  mother  for  a  date  the  day 
before.  The  deputies  went  looking  for  their  suspect.  What  they  found 
would  haunt  them  for  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Inside  a  shed,  behind 
Gein’s  house,  the  headless  body  of  Bernice  Worden  hung  from  the  rafters, 
gutted  like  a  deer,  the  genitals  carved  out,  along  with  sundry  bits  of  viscera. 

The  investigators  could  not  believe  what  they  found  in  the  cluttered 
house.  Worden’s  heart  was  found  in  a  saucepan.  Her  head,  which  had 
nails  inserted  into  both  ears  with  twine  attached,  was  turned  into  an 
ornament.  Her  other  organs  were  in  a  box. 

Gein  readily  confessed  the  Hogan  and  Worden  murders,  along  with 
a  series  of  unreported  grave  robberies.  However,  there  may  have  been 
more  that  the  authorities  missed.  The  search  of  Gein’s  home  turned  up 
two  “fresh”  vaginas  removed  from  young  women  that  could  not  be 
matched  to  existing  cemetery  records.  Two  women,  who  were  reported 
missing,  had  never  been  found. 

A  judge  found  Gein  insane  and  packed  him  off  to  Central  State 
Hospital  in  Wisconsin.  In  1968,  Gein  was  found  innocent  by  reason  of 
insanity  and  was  returned  to  the  State  Hospital,  where  he  died  in  1984 
(Newton,  1990). 
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A  Clinical  Perspective 

In  clinical  terminology,  a  serial  killer  may  be  defined  as  psychotic  or 
psychopathic,  depending  on  the  information  supplied  during  the  exam¬ 
ination  and  the  facts  as  presented  to  the  clinician.  In  the  experience  of 
the  author,  serial  killers  are  rarely  psychotic.  They  are  more  properly 
defined  as  sexual  psychopaths  or  psychopathic  sexual  sadists,  depending  on 
the  circumstances  of  the  homicide  and  what  was  done  to  the  victim.  They 
obviously  have  a  profound  personality  disorder  but  are  keenly  aware  of 
their  own  criminality  and  certainly  not  out  of  touch  with  reality.  If  serial 
killers  were  psychotic,  they  probably  would  not  be  as  successful  in  eluding 
the  police  (see  Chapter  14). 

In  the  case  of  the  psychotic  killer,  one  could  propose  that  he  kills  because 
his  psychosis  drives  him  to  kill.  An  example  of  this  type  of  serial  killer  was 
Joseph  Kallinger,  whose  exploits  were  detailed  in  Schreiber’s  1983  book,  The 
Shoemaker.  Kallinger  reportedly  was  acting  under  orders  from  God  to  kill 
his  victims.  Kallinger’s  hallucinations  had  God  commanding  him  to  “destroy 
mankind”  and  to  “kill  three  billion  people.”  According  to  Schreiber  (1983), 
Kallinger  could  not  obtain  an  erection  without  the  thoughts  and  images  of 
mutilation  of  sexual  organs.  From  an  early  age,  Kallinger  associated  sex  with 
violence  and  fantasized  about  cutting  the  sexual  organs  of  males  and 
females.  Kallinger  eventually  involved  his  12-year-old  son  Michael,  who 
enthusiastically  agreed  to  help  his  father  in  this  bizarre  mission. 

Serial  killers  display  aggressive  and  antisocial  behaviors  during  their 
childhoods,  which  escalate  and  take  on  elements  of  sexual  sadism  in 
adulthood.  There  is  also  a  style  and  pattern  to  their  killings  that  involve 
domination,  control,  humiliation,  and  sadistic  sexual  violence.  Their 
murders  are  committed  without  the  least  sense  of  guilt  or  shame,  and  the 
killers  display  a  total  lack  of  remorse.  The  victims  are  chosen  at  random, 
and  the  murders  are  carried  out  in  an  almost  obsessive  manner.  The 
behaviors  of  these  subjects  can  appropriately  be  described  as  psychopathic 
sexual  sadism  (Geberth,  1994;  Geberth  and  Turco,  1997). 

In  any  event,  it  is  not  the  purpose  of  this  chapter  to  present  psychiatric 
information  or  engage  in  an  in-depth  psychological  analysis  of  the  serial 
murderer.  Instead,  I  present  this  information  from  an  investigative  per¬ 
spective,  with  clinical  references,  for  the  purpose  of  analyzing  the 
sex-related  murder  investigation. 

Investigative  Considerations 

Most  serial  offenders  are  sexually  motivated  and,  therefore,  may  have 
prior  arrests  for  sex-related  incidents  or  burglary  in  their  backgrounds. 
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Investigators  should  have  access  to  all  criminal  records  as  well  as  parole 
information  and  registered  sex  offender  hies.  These  types  of  offenses  do 
not  occur  in  a  vacuum.  Many  times,  the  actual  murders  have  been  pre¬ 
ceded  by  some  other  sex-related  incident,  such  as  a  voyeurism  complaint, 
a  fetish  burglary. 

In  addition,  any  reports  of  a  “Missing  Person,”  especially  those  involv¬ 
ing  women  or  children,  have  to  be  investigated  with  an  eye  toward  the 
possibility  that  the  missing  person  was  the  victim  of  a  sexual  offender.  In 
many  serial  murder  cases,  the  offender  has  been  able  to  effectively  avoid 
apprehension  by  burying  or  hiding  the  body  from  discovery.  Rex  Krebs, 
Michael  Ross,  Leslie  Allen  Williams,  Gore,  and  Waterheld  are  examples 
of  this  type  of  serial  killer. 

Another  way  that  serial  killer  cases  come  to  the  attention  of  the  author¬ 
ities  is  when  a  victim  escapes  from  the  killer  during  an  abduction,  escapes 
from  captivity,  or  is  left  for  dead  by  an  offender.  In  the  Robert  Yates  case, 
one  of  the  victims  was  able  to  get  out  of  his  van  and  run  for  help.  In  the 
David  Parker  Ray  case,  the  captive  was  able  to  escape  from  the  house  (see 
Chapter  12).  In  the  Robin  Gecht  case,  one  of  the  prostitutes,  who  was 
tortured  and  had  her  breasts  cut  off,  was  left  for  dead  in  an  alleyway.  She 
survived  by  some  miracle  and  lived  to  testify  against  her  attackers. 

The  most  common  serial  killer  encountered  by  law  enforcement  is 
the  offender  who  targets  prostitutes.  In  the  investigation  of  prostitute 
murders,  I  recommend  that  investigators  conduct  thorough  interviews  of 
the  associates  of  the  victim  as  well  as  other  prostitutes  “working”  the  area. 
Many  times,  the  killer  will  have  had  occasion  to  use  the  services  of  other 
prostitutes  and  may  even  have  attempted  to  kill  one  of  them,  who  was 
able  to  escape.  The  reality  of  the  world  of  the  prostitute  is  that  it  is  a 
dangerous  occupation.  Many  of  the  prostitutes  are  drug  users  and  there¬ 
fore  are  dependent  upon  this  lifestyle.  The  average  prostitute  is  not  going 
to  make  a  police  report  because  some  “john”  assaulted  her  or  was  acting 
“weird.”  The  nature  of  the  business  is  that  these  girls  talk  to  one  another 
about  the  “johns”  that  they  meet  and  which  ones  they  try  to  avoid.  Many 
times  during  a  serial  murder  investigation,  investigators  are  surprised  to 
learn  some  of  the  lurid  details  and  the  bizarre  activities  that  “johns” 
require  from  the  prostitutes.  The  interviews  reveal  what  some  of  these 
girls  endure  day  to  day  as  they  provide  their  services. 

It  has  been  my  experience  that  most  prostitute  serial  murder  cases 
are  solved  through  a  combination  of  interviews  of  prostitutes  about  their 
customers  coupled  with  an  undercover  “sting”  operation,  during  which 
time  the  police  are  able  to  identify  the  population  of  “johns.” 

I  recommend  that  the  police  saturate  the  area  where  the  prostitute 
victim  was  “working.”  In  addition  to  interviews  of  the  prostitutes  and  the 
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undercover  operations,  the  police  can  also  do  “routine”  vehicle  stops  for 
the  purpose  of  identifying  potential  suspects. 

The  Green  River  Killings,  which  began  in  1982  and  abruptly  ended 
in  1984,  involved  some  49  victims.  The  women,  some  of  whom  had 
histories  of  prostitution,  started  disappearing  in  1982.  The  police  formed 
a  task  force.  Suspects  were  identified  and  eliminated  or  put  on  hold 
pending  further  developments.  The  case  began  to  wind  down  in  the  1990s, 
and  it  looked  like  the  murders  would  remain  unsolved.  During  the  inves¬ 
tigation,  the  police  developed  a  suspect  named  Gary  Ridgeway.  Witnesses 
who  were  interviewed  reportedly  saw  him  with  two  of  the  victims  prior 
to  their  deaths.  The  police  also  ascertained  that  he  was  arrested  in  1982 
in  a  “prostitution  sting,”  after  he  approached  a  female  undercover  officer 
and  asked  for  sex.  In  1984,  a  prostitute  reported  Ridgeway  after  she 
became  uneasy  about  the  way  he  approached  her  for  sex.  In  1987,  the 
police  took  hair  and  buccal  cell  samples  from  the  suspect.  The  evidence 
that  the  police  acquired  was,  at  best,  circumstantial.  However,  in  2001, 
DNA  technology  advanced  to  new  levels.  The  buccal  cells  taken  from 
Ridgeway  in  1987  were  submitted  to  the  state  laboratory. 

On  November  30,  2001,  52-year-old  Gary  Ridgeway  was  arrested  for 
the  murders  of  four  of  the  Green  River  victims:  Opal  Charmaine  Mills, 
16  years  old;  Marcia  Faye  Chapman,  31  years  old;  Cynthia  Jean  Hinds,  17 
years  old;  and  Carol  Christensen,  21  years  old.  The  authorities  were  able 
to  match  Ridgeway’s  DNA  to  three  of  the  victims.  The  fourth  victim  was 
matched  through  circumstantial  evidence.  (See  “Application  of  DNA 
Technology”  in  Chapter  6.) 

Case  History  —  The  Spokane  Serial  Killer 

Robert  Lee  Yates,  Jr.,  who  became  known  as  “The  Spokane 
Serial  Killer,”  was  responsible  for  the  murders  of  18  women. 

The  killings,  which  began  in  1990,  had  the  authorities  be¬ 
lieving  that  they  had  another  Green  River  Killer  operating 
within  the  Spokane,  WA  area. 

The  police  were  quick  to  match  the  killings.  The  similarities 
of  the  victims’  deaths,  the  fact  that  a  small  caliber  gun  was 
used,  and  that  all  were  engaged  in  prostitution  left  little 
doubt  in  the  investigators’  minds  that  they  were  dealing  with 
a  serial  killer.  However,  there  were  no  suspects.  Two  years 
passed  without  any  additional  victims  being  found  that 
could  be  attributed  to  the  Spokane  Serial  Killer.  In  May,  1992, 
a  nude  female  body  was  found.  The  victim  had  a  history  of 
prostitution,  and  the  cause  of  death  was  determined  to  have 
been  gunshot  wounds. 
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More  than  3  years  passed  before  the  next  victim  attributed 
to  the  Spokane  Serial  Killer  was  found.  Her  body  was  found 
on  August  25,  1995.  Although  she  was  not  a  prostitute,  she 
was  a  street  person  who  was  shot  with  a  small  caliber  gun. 
This  killing  was  linked  to  the  elusive  “Spokane  Killer.” 

On  Friday,  June  14,  1996,  another  prostitute’s  body  was  dis¬ 
covered.  Like  all  the  others,  she  was  shot  to  death.  On  Tues¬ 
day,  August  26,  1997,  two  more  bodies  were  discovered.  The 
first  body  found  that  day  was  that  of  a  20-year-old  known 
prostitute.  She  was  killed  by  a  gunshot  wound.  In  another 
location,  a  member  of  the  Spokane  serial  murder  task  force 
investigated  the  discovery  of  the  body  of  a  16-year-old  Asian 
female,  who  was  subsequently  identified  as  Jennifer,  a  pros¬ 
titute.  This  time,  the  police  recovered  a  used  condom. 

A  prostitute  witness  told  police  that  she  last  saw  Jennifer 
traveling  eastbound  in  the  company  of  a  white  male,  approx¬ 
imately  30  to  40  years  old,  in  a  car  believed  to  have  been  a 
white  Corvette. 

Suspect  Emerges 

As  part  of  the  investigation,  detectives  and  undercover  offic¬ 
ers  were  frequenting  those  areas  where  prostitutes  were 
known  to  work.  A  police  officer  on  routine  patrol  made  the 
first  contact  with  45-year-old  Robert  L.  Yates,  Jr.  Yates  was 
driving  a  1977  white  Corvette  with  Washington  license  plates. 
The  police  officer  stopped  him  for  a  minor  traffic  infraction 
at  12:45  p.m.  on  Wednesday,  September  24,  1997.  However, 
the  connection  between  Yates’  Corvette  and  the  murder  of 
Jennifer  was  not  noted  immediately  because  the  patrolman 
mistakenly  wrote  in  his  report  that  Yates  was  driving  a  Ca- 
maro.  Yet,  this  contact  would  prove  to  be  of  importance. 

The  killings  continued,  with  five  more  bodies  being  discov¬ 
ered  before  the  end  of  the  year.  Once  again,  each  of  the  victims 
had  been  shot  to  death,  and  all  were  known  prostitutes. 

On  Sunday,  February  28,  1998,  the  body  of  a  known  prosti¬ 
tute  and  drug  user  was  discovered.  She  died  of  gunshot 
wounds,  and  three  plastic  bags  were  placed  over  her  head.  On 
Wednesday,  April  1,  1998,  the  body  of  a  34-year-old  known 
prostitute  was  discovered  under  similar  circumstances. 
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On  Tuesday,  July  7,  1998,  a  white  female  body  identified  as 
a  47-year-old  prostitute  was  recovered.  The  cause  of  death 
was  gunshot  wounds. 

On  Tuesday,  October  13,  1998,  The  Pierce  County  Sheriff’s 
Department  found  a  badly  decomposed  body  that  had  three 
plastic  bags  placed  over  the  head.  The  body  was  identified 
as  a  35-year-old  prostitute  named  Connie.  Because  of  the 
ongoing  investigations  of  murdered  prostitutes  in  several 
counties  that  were  obviously  linked  to  the  Spokane  serial 
killer,  who  was  clearly  traveling  across  the  state  to  carry  out 
his  murders,  Pierce  County  detectives  promptly  notified  the 
Spokane  cops  of  their  discovery.  The  discovery  of  Connie’s 
body  brought  the  official  body  count  attributed  to  the  Spo¬ 
kane  serial  killer  to  17.  There  were  likely  many  others  that 
were  not  yet  found  or  linked  to  the  elusive  killer. 


Robert  Yates 

On  Tuesday,  November  10,  1998,  the  Spokane  serial  killer 
task  force  operatives  were  out  in  numbers,  as  they  had  been 
for  some  time  now.  It  had  been  less  than  a  month  since 
Connie’s  body  was  found  on  the  other  side  of  the  state.  Based 
on  the  killer’s  prior  activities,  the  cops  knew  that  it  would 
only  be  a  matter  of  time  before  he  struck  again. 

It  was  1:25  a.m.  when  Spokane  officers  observed  a  man  driv¬ 
ing  a  silver  1985  Honda  Civic,  Washington  license  plate  iden¬ 
tification  918AJH,  pull  over  and  pick  up  known  prostitute 
Jennifer  Robinson  on  the  corner  of  First  and  Crestline,  an¬ 
other  area  of  Spokane  well  known  to  be  frequented  by  work¬ 
ing  prostitutes.  The  officer  identified  the  driver  of  the  Honda 
Civic  as  Robert  L.  Yates,  Jr.,  and  his  encounter  that  evening 
would  be  the  second  time  his  name  came  up  during  the  task 
force  investigation. 

When  Yates  was  confronted  by  the  police  officer,  he  told  the 
officer  that  he  was  instructed  by  Jennifer  Robinson’s  father 
to  drive  to  the  area,  find  his  daughter,  and  bring  her  home. 
With  Robinson  acknowledging  that  she  knew  Yates,  there 
was  little  that  the  officer  could  do.  Unable  to  hold  either  one 
of  them,  the  officer  took  a  field  report  of  the  incident,  which 
made  its  way  to  the  task  force.  Robinson  probably  did  not 
realize  it  at  the  time,  but  she  was  one  of  the  lucky  ones. 
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Police  Report 

As  the  investigation  into  the  prostitute  murders  continued 
into  1999,  task  force  detectives  became  aware  of  a  report  that 
was  filed  on  August  1,  1998.  According  to  the  report,  30- 
year-old  Christine  L.  Smith  was  the  victim  of  an  assault  and 
robbery  while  working  as  a  prostitute  on  East  Sprague.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  what  Smith  told  the  police,  she  was  picked  up  by 
a  “date”  near  East  124  Short  Street  who  was  driving  a  1970s- 
model  black  van  with  orange  coloring  on  the  passenger  side 
exterior.  She  described  the  van  as  having  dark  brown  vinyl 
seats,  with  a  wood-framed  bed  with  a  mattress  in  the  back. 
She  described  the  driver  as  a  white  man,  approximately  50 
years  old,  about  5'  10"  tall,  175  pounds,  with  a  medium  build. 

After  negotiating  a  price  for  her  services,  she  told  her  “date” 
to  drive  to  a  parking  lot  behind  a  clinic  on  East  400  Fifth 
Street.  While  en  route  to  the  location,  the  “date”  told  her  that 
he  was  a  helicopter  pilot  with  the  National  Guard.  Smith  said 
that  she  asked  the  man  if  he  was  the  “psycho  killer,”  and  he 
responded  that  he  was  not.  He  told  her  that  he  had  five  kids 
and  would  not  do  something  like  that. 

After  arriving  in  the  parking  lot,  the  man  paid  her  $40  for 
oral  sex.  They  went  to  the  rear  of  the  van  and  got  onto  the 
raised  mattress,  where  the  man  pulled  down  his  pants  and 
she  performed  oral  sex  on  him  for  approximately  5  to  7 
minutes.  During  the  entire  time,  she  said,  his  penis  did  not 
become  erect.  At  one  point  after  the  5-  to  7-minute  period, 
the  man  hit  her  over  the  head  with  something,  but  she  was 
not  sure  what  he  hit  her  with.  The  blow  nearly  caused  her 
to  lose  consciousness.  She  fell  backward  and  struggled  to 
keep  her  senses  intact.  The  man  told  her  to  return  his  money 
to  him,  and  she  struggled  to  find  a  door  handle  to  the  sliding 
side  door.  She  made  her  way  to  the  front  and  out  of  the  van. 
Fleeing  for  her  life,  Smith  made  it  to  a  hospital,  where  she 
received  three  stitches  to  close  a  lh"  long  wound  above  and 
behind  her  left  ear.  After  leaving  the  hospital,  she  contacted 
the  police. 

Suspect  Yates 

The  investigation  began  to  take  on  momentum  as  the  task 
force  detectives  became  more  convinced  that  Yates  was  their 
man.  He  fit  the  general  identification  of  the  suspect  who 
attacked  Smith,  including  age  and  appearance,  right  down 
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to  the  pockmarked  face.  He  drove  a  white  Corvette  and  a 
Honda  Civic  and,  they  learned,  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Washington  National  Guard  and  served  in  the  capacity  of  a 
helicopter  pilot. 

In  addition,  they  had  the  two  police  contacts  of  Yates  while 
he  was  in  the  company  of  a  known  prostitute  and  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  locations  from  which  the  girls  had  been  taken. 

On  Wednesday,  September  15, 1999,  task  force  detectives  met 
Robert  Yates  at  the  Public  Safety  Building.  When  Yates 
showed  up,  detectives  greeted  him  in  the  lobby.  They  imme¬ 
diately  noted  that  he  had  light  brown  hair  and  observed  that 
he  was  sweating  profusely. 

After  being  taken  into  an  interrogation  room,  the  detectives 
advised  him  that  his  name  had  surfaced  in  connection  with 
the  serial  murder  investigation.  They  told  him  that  he  was 
not  being  considered  a  suspect  at  that  point,  that  he  did  not 
have  to  answer  any  questions,  and  that  he  was  free  to  leave 
at  any  time.  Yates  acknowledged  that  he  understood. 

Yates  was  first  questioned  about  the  contact  he  made  with 
the  girl  and  the  police  on  November  10,  1998,  and  he  basi¬ 
cally  repeated  the  same  story  that  he  told  the  police  officer 
who  stopped  him.  The  detectives  bluntly  confronted  Yates 
by  telling  him  that  they  did  not  believe  his  story. 

Next,  they  asked  him  about  any  contact  he  may  have  had 
with  prostitutes.  He  said  that  he  had  not  been  involved  with 
any  other  prostitutes  in  Spokane,  but  admitted  that  he  hired 
prostitutes  in  Germany  several  years  earlier,  while  serving  in 
the  military. 

Yates  was  then  asked  if  he  would  voluntarily  provide  a  sample 
of  his  blood  to  the  detectives  to  help  eliminate  him  as  a 
suspect.  He  stated  that  he  wanted  to  discuss  the  issue  with 
his  wife  first  and  would  call  them  with  his  decision.  He  then 
left  the  building  but  called  back  later  to  say  that  he  would 
not  be  providing  the  requested  blood  sample. 

Evidence 

The  police  eventually  obtained  a  warrant  for  Yates’  blood  for 
DNA  testing.  However,  in  the  interim,  they  put  together  a 
compelling  case  against  Robert  Yates.  They  recovered  fibers 
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from  his  vehicles  that  were  matched  to  some  of  the  victims. 
The  police  located  blood  in  his  van,  and  blood  in  his  Cor¬ 
vette,  which  he  had  sold.  The  blood  was  matched  through 
DNA  to  the  victim  named  Jennifer.  In  addition,  a  latent 
fingerprint  that  was  developed  from  a  plastic  bag  found  on 
the  head  of  a  victim  was  matched  to  Yates.  The  police  also 
located  a  spent  Magtech  .25  bullet  casing,  the  same  brand 
and  caliber  of  ammunition  used  in  some  of  the  murders. 

The  Arrest 

On  Tuesday,  April  18, 2000,  Yates  was  arrested  for  the  murder 
of  “Jennifer.”  A  search  warrant  executed  at  the  time  of  his 
arrest  enabled  authorities  to  obtain  blood  samples  from  Yates, 
and  a  subsequent  DNA  analysis  was  found  to  match  the  DNA 
profiles  of  sperm  samples  taken  from  eight  of  his  victims. 

There  was  another  murder  that  Yates  was  suspected  of  com¬ 
mitting.  A  43-year-old  known  drug  addict  named  “Melody” 
was  last  seen  on  May  20,  1998.  Yates  was  a  prime  suspect  in 
her  disappearance  and  murder  because  she  matched  the  pro¬ 
files  of  the  other  victims.  However,  there  was  no  body  and 
no  evidence  that  linked  Yates  to  “Melody.”  That  would  soon 
change. 

On  Monday,  October  16,  2000,  faced  with  the  insurmount¬ 
able  evidence  against  him  and  the  almost  certainty  of  receiv¬ 
ing  the  death  penalty  if  convicted  of  the  charges  against  him, 
Yates,  through  his  attorneys,  announced  that  he  was  ready 
to  strike  a  deal. 

In  exchange  for  receiving  life  in  prison,  Yates  said  that  he  was 
willing  to  plead  guilty  to  13  counts  of  first  degree  murder 
and  one  count  of  attempted  first  degree  murder,  but  would 
not  plead  guilty  to  the  charges  facing  him  in  Pierce  County. 
He  also  said  that  he  would  lead  the  cops  to  Melody’s  body. 
Yates  sketched  a  map  of  the  yard  of  his  home.  The  detectives 
found  “Melody’s”  remains  buried  about  8  inches  below  the 
surface  in  a  bark-covered  flowerbed  near  what  used  to  be 
Yates’  bedroom  window. 

Disposition 

Yates  pled  guilty  to  13  of  the  murders  that  the  task  force  was 
investigating.  He  was  sentenced  to  408  years  in  prison  for 
one  of  the  worst  murder  sprees  in  U.S.  history. 
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The  Pierce  County  Prosecuting  Attorney’s  Office  decided  to 
take  Yates  to  trial  for  capital  murder  in  connection  with  an 
additional  two  homicides. 

A  judge  ruled  that  the  evidence  that  was  used  to  link  Yates 
to  the  multiple  slayings  in  Spokane  would  be  admissible  in 
his  Pierce  County  trial. 

Assistant  Chief  Deputy  District  Attorney  Barbara  Corey- 
Boulet  prosecuted  Mr.  Yates,  who  was  found  guilty  of  capital 
murder  by  the  jury  on  September  25,  2002.  At  the  end  of  the 
sentencing  phase,  on  October  9,  2002,  Mr.  Yates  was  given 
the  death  sentence. 

Case  History  —  The  Bi-State  Strangler  Investigation 

Maury  Travis 

Maury  Travis,  a  black  male,  36  years  old,  was  a  serial  killer 
from  the  St.  Louis  area  who  was  killing  victims  in  Missouri 
and  Illinois.  He  was  suspected  in  a  series  of  killings  of  at  least 
1 1  women  from  the  St.  Louis  area  and  an  additional  number 
in  Illinois.  All  of  his  victims  were  black  females,  most  of 
whom  were  drug  addicts  or  prostitutes.  Their  bodies  were 
dumped  along  roadways  on  both  sides  of  the  Mississippi 
River.  Some  of  the  victims  were  strangled  and  bound  with 
rope.  St.  Louis  Homicide  Detective  Roy  Douglas,  who  had 
been  in  my  Practical  Homicide  Investigation®  classes  and  had 
my  textbook  was  kind  enough  to  tell  the  author  that  the 
detectives  and  agents  used  my  text  and  the  information  they 
received  from  my  classes  to  investigate  this  serial  murder  case. 

In  fact,  that  is  why  this  case  is  included  in  this  text.  The  in¬ 
vestigators  who  conducted  this  inquiry  are  proud  of  their  work 
and  what  they  learned  during  the  course  of  their  investigation. 
“What  tactics,  procedures  and  forensic  techniques  were  appli¬ 
cable  and  what  could  have  been  done  to  make  their  case  more 
effective?”  That  is  what  Practical  Homicide  Investigation  is  all 
about,  and  that  is  why  the  St.  Louis  Police  Department’s  Ho¬ 
micide  Section  and  The  Illinois  State  Police  want  to  share  their 
case  with  others  in  the  law  enforcement  community. 

The  Investigation 

On  July  31,  2000,  the  body  of  an  unidentified  black  female 
was  discovered  at  20th  and  Piggott  in  East  St.  Louis.  She 
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Figure  10.2  Dumped  body.  The  unidentified  body  was  dumped  in  East  St.  Louis, 
IL,  in  July,  2000.  This  case  was  possibly  the  first  in  the  series  and  subsequently 
linked  to  a  serial  killer  from  the  St.  Louis,  MO  area.  (Courtesy  of  Detective  Roy 
Douglas,  Homicide  Section,  St.  Louis,  Missouri  Police  Department.) 

was  last  seen  alive  on  July  30,  2000.  The  case  remained 
unsolved  until  a  series  of  killings  began  on  March  24,  2001. 

Trooper  C.  Jones  and  Special  Agent  Jim  Peterson  of  the 
Illinois  State  Police  were  assigned  to  investigate  a  decom¬ 
posed  body  off  of  Highway  64.  The  body  was  subsequently 
identified,  and  authorities  learned  that  the  victim  had  a 
criminal  history  in  Illinois  and  Missouri  for  drug  use  and 
prostitution  (Figure  10.2). 

On  March  24,  2001,  Illinois  State  Police  were  directed  to 
Interstate  Highway  64  to  investigate  a  homicide  involving  a 
black  female  dumped  alongside  the  roadway.  The  nude  body 
was  identified  as  a  young  woman  with  prostitution  arrests 
in  Missouri  and  Illinois  (Figure  10.3). 

On  April  1,  2001,  Special  Agent  James  Walker,  Illinois  State 
Police,  was  assigned  to  investigate  a  dumped  body  of  an 
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Figure  10.3  Dumped  body  —  Illinois  State  Police  case  Highway  #64.  This 
victim  was  subsequently  identified  as  a  prostitute  and  drug  user  with  arrests  in 
Illinois  and  Missouri.  (Courtesy  of  Detective  Roy  Douglas,  Homicide  Section,  St. 
Louis,  Missouri  Police  Department.) 

unknown  female.  This  victim  also  had  a  history  of  prostitu¬ 
tion  and  was  known  to  frequent  the  prostitution-prone  lo¬ 
cation  North  Broadway  stroll  area  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis. 

On  April  4, 2001,  another  prostitute,  who  survived  an  attack, 
was  found  nude  in  an  area  of  East  St.  Louis  in  Illinois.  She 
was  unable  to  assist  in  the  investigation  due  to  her  mental 
state  and  the  trauma  she  suffered  during  the  attack.  However, 

Special  Agent  Walker  learned  that  she  too  had  frequented 
the  North  Broadway  stroll  area  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis. 

Special  Agent  Walker  contacted  the  St.  Louis  Homicide  Sec¬ 
tion  and  advised  them  of  the  facts  of  his  investigation.  Ho¬ 
micide  Detective  Roy  Douglas  was  assigned  to  assist. 

On  May  15,  2001,  St.  Charles  County  had  a  homicide  in¬ 
volving  a  nude,  black  female,  who  was  subsequently  identi¬ 
fied  as  a  known  prostitute  from  the  North  Broadway  (Baden) 
stroll  area  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis. 

On  May  30,  2001,  City  of  St.  Louis  Homicide  was  assigned 
to  investigate  a  nude  female  body  in  a  rear  alley  within  the 
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Figure  10.4  Dumped  body  case  —  Illinois  State  Police.  This  case  had  similar¬ 
ities  to  the  highway  case.  (Courtesy  of  Detective  Roy  Douglas,  Homicide  Section, 
St.  Louis,  Missouri  Police  Department.) 

city  of  St.  Louis.  A  visual  inspection  of  the  body  revealed 
apparent  evidence  of  bondage.  Investigators  also  observed 
what  appeared  to  be  tire  impressions  on  her  legs.  Apparently, 
the  killer  drove  over  the  body  when  he  dumped  it  at  this 
isolated  location.  Once  again,  the  victim  was  identified  as  a 
known  prostitute  who  frequented  the  North  Broadway 
(Baden)  stroll  area  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis  (Figure  10.4,  Figure 
10.5,  Figure  10.6  and  Figure  10.7). 

On  June  13,  2001,  the  St.  Charles  Sheriff’s  Office  was  called 
to  Missouri  State  Highway  367  to  investigate  a  decomposed 
body  found  along  the  highway.  This  victim  also  turned  out 
to  be  a  known  prostitute  from  Illinois,  who  was  known  to 
frequent  the  North  Broadway  (Baden)  stroll  area  in  the  city 
of  St.  Louis  (Figure  10.8). 

The  Linkage 

In  July,  2001,  Special  Agent  Walker,  Detective  Roy  Douglas, 
and  Crime  Analyst  Aaron  Kustermann  of  the  Illinois  State 
Police  convened  a  meeting  of  investigators  from  the  Illinois 
State  Police,  City  of  St.  Louis  Homicide,  St.  Charles  County 
Sheriff’s  Office,  and  East  St.  Louis,  IL. 
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Figure  10.5  Tire  mark  evidence.  Investigators  obtained  tire  mark  impressions 
at  the  scene  of  the  dump  site.  (Courtesy  of  Detective  Roy  Douglas,  Homicide 
Section,  St.  Louis,  Missouri  Police  Department.) 


Figure  10.6  St.  Louis  victim.  This  victim's  nude  body  was  dumped  at  a  location 
within  St.  Louis.  There  was  evidence  of  sexual  assault  and  binding.  (Courtesy  of 
Detective  Roy  Douglas,  Homicide  Section,  St.  Louis,  Missouri  Police  Department.) 
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Figure  10.7  Tire  mark  evidence  on  body.  The  offender  drove  over  the  victim's 
leg  and  left  a  tire  imprint,  which  was  later  matched  to  the  suspect's  vehicle. 
(Courtesy  of  Detective  Roy  Douglas,  Homicide  Section,  St.  Louis,  Missouri  Police 
Department.) 


Figure  10.8  Decomposed  body.  In  St.  Charles  County,  another  black  female's 
nude  body  was  found  dumped  along  a  highway.  This  case  was  linked  to  the  other 
cases.  (Courtesy  of  Detective  Roy  Douglas,  Homicide  Section,  St.  Louis,  Missouri 
Police  Department.) 
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At  the  meeting,  the  facts  of  each  incident  were  compared, 
which  revealed  several  similarities  in  the  victims,  their  pro¬ 
fession,  their  habits,  and  the  location  where  they  plied  their 
trade,  the  way  the  bodies  were  disposed  of,  the  location  where 
the  bodies  were  left,  and  evidence  of  bondage  and  torture. 

It  was  decided  that  one  individual  was  responsible  for  the 
aforementioned  incidents,  and  that  he  was  placing  the  bodies 
in  the  various  jurisdictions  in  an  attempt  to  confuse  the 
investigators. 

At  this  point,  it  was  determined  that  a  Multijurisdiction 
Investigative  Team,  consisting  of  Illinois  State  Police;  East  St. 

Louis  Illinois  Police;  St.  Charles  County  Sheriffs  Office;  St. 

Louis  Police,  Homicide  Section;  Alton  Illinois  Police,  Alton, 

IL;  and  Jennings  Police  Department,  Jennings,  MO  should 
be  established.  It  was  agreed  that  Aaron  Kustermann,  Crime 
Analyst,  would  establish  and  coordinate  the  monthly  meet¬ 
ings  starting  in  September  2001. 

This  procedure  is  recommended  in  Practical  Homicide  Investigation. 
In  any  case  where  there  are  multiple  investigators  working  in  a  multijuris- 
dictional  setting,  there  is  a  need  for  one  person  to  be  designated  as 
coordinator.  The  task  force  should  be  housed  under  one  roof,  with  all  of 
the  information  coming  into  one  location  and  being  distributed  to  each 
member,  so  that  everyone  is  on  the  same  page. 

On  August  25,  2001,  East  St.  Louis  had  another  nude,  black 
female  body.  This  body  bore  evidence  of  ligature  marks 
around  the  wrists  and  blunt  trauma.  The  victim  was  subse¬ 
quently  identified  as  an  East  St.  Louis  prostitute  who  had  an 
arrest  record  in  St.  Louis  and  was  known  to  frequent  the 
North  Broadway  (Baden)  stroll  area  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis. 

This  case  was  added  to  the  Multijurisdiction  Investigative 
Team  Task  Porce. 

The  Bi-State  Strangler  Investigation 

In  September,  the  Multijurisdiction  Investigative  Team  had 
its  first  official  meeting.  Each  agency  presented  the  facts  of 
their  cases,  including  the  scene  investigation  and  the  victims’ 
information,  arrests,  and  lifestyle,  habits,  associates,  and 
family  members. 
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All  of  the  evidence  recovered  at  each  scene  was  cataloged, 
referencing  exactly  what  evidence  was  recovered  from  each  of 
the  victims,  i.e.,  semen,  hairs,  fibers,  residue  of  any  materials. 

A  request  was  made  for  an  update  on  all  of  this  evidence. 
The  information  request  included  a  determination  of  what 
stage  the  processing  of  the  evidence  was  at  or  when  it  was 
expected  to  be  completed.  This  included  any  results  of  the 
evidence  that  was  completed. 

It  was  determined  that  the  detectives  should  continue  to 
narrow  the  time  frame  from  when  the  victims  were  last  seen 
to  when  they  were  discovered.  It  was  decided  to  try  to  make 
a  connection  by  cross-checking  the  names  of  associates, 
friends,  etc.  and  reinterviewing  associates,  friends,  possible 
customers,  and  determine  where  the  victims  purchased  their 
drugs,  and  what  locations  the  victims  frequented. 

In  addition,  the  members  were  asked  to  identify  and  locate 
any  possible  suspects,  conduct  record  checks,  interview  as¬ 
sociates,  find  out  if  they  use  the  services  of  prostitutes,  and 
use  drugs.  The  investigators  would  attempt  to  secure  buccal 
swabs  for  DNA  comparison  from  the  individuals  by  written 
consent,  and  each  agency  would  submit  the  buccal  swabs  to 
their  respective  labs. 

It  was  agreed  that  any  incidents  that  may  have  occurred  prior 
in  the  stroll  areas  for  each  jurisdiction  be  reviewed.  This 
would  include  a  review  of  sex  crime  incidents  and  any  sus¬ 
pects  who  were  arrested.  The  task  force  was  instructed  to 
contact  the  patrol  officers  for  the  stroll  areas  and  advise  them 
of  the  investigation  and  keep  them  updated  and  informed. 
Patrol  would  be  asked  to  assist  the  task  force  in  locating  any 
individuals  who  needed  to  be  interviewed.  Furthermore, 
investigators  were  advised  to  solicit  any  information  the 
patrol  officers  might  have  relative  to  prostitution  activity. 
This  would  include  any  assaults  that  may  have  occurred, 
where  a  potential  customer  of  a  prostitute  may  have  assault¬ 
ed  her. 

A  case  management  system  was  established,  and  as  each 
lead/interview  was  completed,  it  was  forwarded  to  Aaron 
Kustermann,  who  would  place  the  information  on  a  CD. 
Copies  of  the  CDs  would  then  be  supplied  to  each  of  the 
investigating  agencies. 
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On  October  8,  2001,  East  St.  Louis  Police  and  Special  Agent 
Walker  were  directed  to  15th  Street  and  Converse  Avenue  in 
East  St.  Louis,  IL  to  investigate  the  partially  nude  body  of  a 
black  female  found  lying  along  the  roadway.  Special  Agent 
Walker  observed  that  the  victim  was  nude  from  her  head  to 
her  ankles,  and  a  pair  of  jeans  was  around  her  ankles.  The 
body  evidenced  ligature  marks  around  the  wrists  and  the 
ankles;  however,  no  other  evidence  of  blunt  trauma  was  ob¬ 
served.  The  victim,  who  had  an  arrest  history  in  Illinois  and 
St.  Louis  for  prostitution  and  drug  use,  was  identified.  Once 
again,  it  was  determined  that  she  would  also  frequent  the 
North  Broadway  (Baden)  stroll  area  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis. 

The  bi-state  strangler  investigation  task  force  members  con¬ 
tinued  their  efforts  from  October  through  January,  2002. 

On  January  31,  2002,  Illinois  State  Police  were  dispatched  to 
an  area  off  Interstate  Highway  64  after  a  highway  crew  dis¬ 
covered  skeletal  remains.  Although  the  body  was  not  identi¬ 
fiable,  the  medical  examiner  ruled  that  the  remains  were  that 
of  a  black  female.  This  case  was  also  added  to  the  investigation. 

On  March  11,  2002,  a  second  set  of  skeletal  remains  was 
uncovered  by  highway  workers.  Once  again,  the  identity 
could  not  be  determined.  However,  the  medical  examiner 
determined  that  the  remains  were  that  of  a  black  female  in 
her  thirties  or  forties.  This  case  was  also  added  to  the  task 
force  investigation. 

On  March  28,  2002,  highway  workers  discovered  skeletal  re¬ 
mains  in  a  creek  along  Illinois  State  Route  #3.  The  medical 
examiner  determined  that  the  victim  was  a  black  female  be¬ 
tween  the  ages  of  28  to  45  years  of  age.  The  medical  examiner 
estimated  that  the  victim  had  been  dead  6  months  to  1  year. 
This  case  was  also  added  to  the  task  force  investigation. 

It  should  be  noted  that  as  skeletal  remains  were  recovered, 
Artist  Joe  Siefferman,  Lorensic  Science  Laboratory,  Illinois 
State  Police,  Charleston,  IL,  prepared  a  facial  reconstruction 
of  each  of  the  victims.  Copies  of  the  drawings  were  packaged 
as  evidence.  This  is  an  excellent  procedure  recommended  in 
Geberth  (1996). 

In  April  2002,  Captain  Harry  Hegger,  Commander,  Crimes 
Against  Persons  Division,  St.  Louis  Police  Department,  de¬ 
termined  that  two  detectives  should  be  assigned  to  the 
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Bi-State  Strangler  Investigation  on  a  full-time  basis.  He  de¬ 
tached  Detectives  Jocelyn  Mercier,  Central  Patrol  Detective 
Bureau,  and  Brian  Van  Nest,  North  Patrol  Detective  Bureau, 
to  the  Homicide  Section.  Detectives  Mercier  and  Van  Nest 
were  updated  on  the  status  of  the  investigation  and  supplied 
copies  of  all  materials  that  were  written  up  to  that  point. 

On  May  8,  2002,  Metro  East  Forensic  Science  Laboratory 
advised  that  they  had  a  DNA  match  on  two  of  the  homicides, 
and  that  the  profile  from  the  spermatozoa  recovered  showed 
that  they  were  from  the  same  individual. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  monthly  meeting,  it  was  determined 
that  FBI  Special  Agent  Jimenez  would  contact  The  Federal 
Bureau  of  Investigation  National  Center  for  the  Analysis  of 
Violent  Crime  (NCAVQ)  and  advise  them  of  the  investiga¬ 
tion.  She  spoke  with  Supervisory  Special  Agent  Robert  Mor¬ 
ton  and  requested  assistance  in  determining  a  possible  profile 
for  the  suspect.  Morton  advised  that  he  needed  additional 
information  about  the  investigation.  He  was  informed  that 
St.  Louis  Homicide  would  contact  him. 

On  May  24,  2002,  the  police  caught  a  “break”  in  the  case, 
when  an  anonymous  letter  was  sent  to  a  reporter  at  the  Post 
Dispatch.  At  approximately  7:00  p.m.,  Illinois  State  Police  re¬ 
ceived  a  phone  call  from  William  (Bill)  Smith,  reporter  for 
the  St.  Louis  Post  Dispatch.  He  said  that  he  received  a  letter  in 
the  mail  from  an  unknown  individual  who  wrote  that  he  liked 
his  story  the  week  prior  about  one  of  the  homicide  victims 
named  Teresa.  The  letter  requested  the  reporter  to  write  an¬ 
other  story  about  a  victim.  The  anonymous  person  wrote: 

Dear  Bill,  nice  sob  story  about  Teresa  Wilson.  Write  one  about 
(writer  names  victim)  write  a  good  one,  and  I’ll  tell  you  where 
many  others  are  to  prove  im  (sic)  real  here’s  directions  to  num¬ 
ber  seventeen  search  in  a  fifty  yard  radius  from  the  “X,”  put 
the  story  in  Sunday  paper  like  the  last. 

The  reporter  also  advised  the  police  that  there  was  a  com¬ 
puter-generated  map  enclosed  with  the  letter.  Smith  said  the 
envelope  was  addressed  to  him  at  the  Post  Dispatch  with  a 
return  address  of  I  Thralldom  325/331  Lafayette  St.,  New 
York,  NY,  10012.  The  reporter  stated  that  the  stamp  was 
upside  down,  and  the  postmark  was  dated  May  21. 

The  Post  Dispatch  withheld  a  number  of  details  pending  the 
police  investigation.  The  return  address  on  the  envelope  in- 
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Figure  10.9  Envelope.  This  was  the  envelope  containing  the  letter  to  the 
reporter.  (Courtesy  of  Detective  Roy  Douglas,  Homicide  Section,  St.  Louis,  Mis¬ 
souri  Police  Department.) 

eluded  the  words,  “I  Thralldom,”  which  refered  to  slavery  or 
enslavement.  The  Post  Dispatch  informed  the  investigators 
of  a  possible  related  Web  site  that  showed  graphic  pictures 
of  partially  dressed  and  nude  women  in  chains  and  assorted 
torture  devices.  The  site  was  located  at  www.thralldom.org 
(Figure  10.9  and  Figure  10.10). 


Figure  10.10  Download.  This  was  the  map  downloaded  by  the  serial  killer, 
which  led  to  his  arrest.  (Courtesy  of  Detective  Roy  Douglas,  Homicide  Section, 
St.  Louis,  Missouri  Police  Department.) 
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The  map  directed  detectives  to  Highway  67  and  St  Charles. 
Detectives  responded  to  the  location  indicated  on  the  map 
along  with  the  St.  Charles  County  Evidence  Unit.  On  May 
25,  2002,  the  investigators  immediately  located  a  human 
skull  just  south  of  the  location  indicated  on  the  map.  A 
further  search  of  the  area  to  the  south  of  where  the  skull  was 
located  revealed  the  rest  of  the  remains,  with  the  exception 
of  the  hands  and  feet  bones.  The  remains  were  void  of  any 
tissue  and  had  apparently  been  there  for  an  extended  period 
of  time.  The  medical  examiner  advised  the  authorities  that 
the  remains  were  that  of  a  black  female  approximately  30  to 
40  years  of  age,  approximate  height  5’4”  to  5’8,”  and  the 
weight  was  approximately  130  to  140  pounds.  This  case  was 
added  to  the  task  force  investigation. 

The  letter,  envelope,  and  map  were  conveyed  to  the  Homi¬ 
cide  Section,  where  they  were  processed  for  fingerprints  and 
any  DNA.  This  proved  to  be  negative. 

FBI  Profiler  Morton  was  again  contacted  and  supplied  with 
the  information. 

FBI  Profile  Strategy 

Special  Agent  Morton  recommended  compliance  with  the 
demand  of  a  follow-up  article.  The  FBI  agent  recommended 
that  in  the  eyes  of  the  suspect,  the  Post  Dispatch  reporter,  Bill 
Smith,  be  replaced  as  contact  person  with  a  law  enforcement 
official.  Morton  indicated  that  this  strategy  worked  in  other 
incidents,  thus  eliminating  any  risk  to  persons  outside  law 
enforcement  and  giving  more  control  of  the  evidence  and 
leads  to  the  investigating  agencies. 

The  proposed  strategy  called  for  the  substitute  contact  per¬ 
son  to  attempt  a  direct  dialogue  between  the  letter  writer 
and  law  enforcement.  The  strategy  called  for  a  telephone 
contact,  local  address,  and  e-mail  address  to  be  published  in 
the  newspaper  and  given  to  electronic  media,  in  addition  to 
a  short  compliance  or  teaser  article  to  be  written  in  the 
newspaper. 

Analysis  of  Letter 

FBI  agent  Morton  stated  that  the  return  address  on  the  en¬ 
velope  (I  Thralldom)  indicated  that  the  individual  who  wrote 
the  letter  was  saying  that  he  held  the  victims  and  controlled 
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them.  He  kept  them  for  bondage  at  his  pleasure.  The  return 
address  was  used  to  spark  attention.  He  wanted  to  make  sure 
the  newspaper  did  not  just  ignore  the  letter.  Placing  the  stamp 
upside  down  was  also  done  to  attract  attention.  In  addition, 
the  contents  of  the  letter  indicated  that  the  individual  was  of 
normal  or  above-normal  intelligence,  was  cunning  and  de¬ 
ceptive,  and  was  a  native  English-speaking  individual. 

U.S.  Postal  Inspections  Service 

On  Monday,  May  27,  2002,  authorities  contacted  the  U.S. 
Postal  Inspectors  and  advised  them  of  the  ongoing  investi¬ 
gation  and  requested  that  they  respond  to  police  headquar¬ 
ters  to  examine  the  letter  in  an  attempt  to  identify  the 
location  from  which  the  letter  was  mailed.  The  inspectors 
advised  that  the  letter  arrived  at  the  main  post  office  at 
approximately  8:00  p.m.  on  May  22,  2002,  in  bulk  mail.  The 
letter  was  sent  through  the  bar  coding  machine  at  8:27  p.m. 
The  inspectors  stated  that  they  could  not  trace  the  letter  back 
any  further  due  to  the  fact  that  it  arrived  with  the  bulk  mail 
after  3:00  p.m.  of  a  business  day. 

On  the  top  of  the  paper  that  the  writer  used,  a  design  was 
printed  that  consisted  of  a  floral  array  that  had  a  yard  rake 
protruding  through  the  floral  array  and  what  appeared  to  be 
the  handle  of  a  shovel  protruding  from  the  rear.  On  top  of 
the  array  was  what  appeared  to  be  a  straw  hat  that  one  would 
wear  while  gardening.  Investigators  responded  to  various 
print  shops,  office  supply  stores,  specialty  shops,  paper 
manufacturers,  and  lawn  and  garden  shops  in  an  attempt  to 
identify  the  manufacturer  of  the  paper  or  the  organization 
who  used  the  above-described  logo. 

Tracing  the  Computer-Generated  Map 

On  May  29,  2002,  the  FBI  conducted  a  detailed  search  of 
Internet  mapping  Web  sites  and  found  an  exact  match  of 
features  displayed  on  the  map  sent  to  the  reporter.  The  map¬ 
ping  company  was  determined  to  be  Expedia.  On  May  30, 
2002,  Expedia.com  informed  authorities  that  all  records  of 
access  to  the  map  Web  site  could  be  tracked  through  Mi¬ 
crosoft,  Inc.  The  FBI  obtained  a  Grand  Jury  Subpoena  direct¬ 
ing  Microsoft,  Inc.  to  present  all  data,  graphic  files,  log  files, 
user  account  information,  and  session  information  associated 
with  this  file  from  May  18,  2002  through  May  21,  2002. 
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On  June  3,  2002,  Microsoft,  Inc.  provided  the  FBI  with  a 
computerized  spreadsheet  showing  that  only  one  person  ac¬ 
cessed  the  Expedia.com  mapping  Web  site  and  searched  the 
area  of  West  Alton,  MO.  Analysis  of  the  spreadsheet  by  the 
FBI  revealed  that  the  person  using  the  Internet  Protocol  (IP) 
address  #######  was  the  only  person  who  accessed  Expe- 
dia.com  on  the  evening  of  May  20,  2002,  and  mapped  the 
area  of  West  Alton,  MO.  Further  analysis  showed  that  the 
person  who  used  Internet  protocol  #######  zoomed  in  on 
the  map  of  the  West  Alton,  MO  area  approximately  10  times 
in  a  chronological  order  to  end  with  the  exact  match  of  the 
map  printed  on  the  second  piece  of  paper  enclosed  in  the 
envelope  that  was  sent  to  the  Post  Dispatch. 

On  June  4,  2002,  UUNet  Technologies  Inc.  provided  the  FBI 
with  the  user  name  of  the  person  using  the  IP  address  of 
#######  on  the  evening  of  May  20,  2002.  The  user  was 
MSN/maurytravis.  The  account  information  revealed  the 
subscriber  to  be  Maury  T.  at  1001  Ford  Drive,  Ferguson,  MO, 
home  telephone  number  314-000-0000. 

Suspect  Background 

Maury  Travis  had  an  extensive  record  and  was  on  probation 
for  various  felonies.  A  photo  was  obtained  from  the  depart¬ 
ment  files.  Further  processing  of  Maury  Travis  through  the 
Department  of  Revenue  for  the  State  of  Missouri  revealed 
him  to  have  a  driver’s  license,  which  was  issued  to  the  Ford 
address.  The  Department  of  Revenue  also  indicated  that  the 
suspect  had  a  2000  Mitsubishi  Eclipse  registered  to  him. 

Interestingly,  Maury  Travis’s  mother  resided  in  Alton,  IL, 
whereas  three  of  the  bodies  were  located  in  West  Alton,  MO. 
Further  investigation  revealed  that  Maury  Travis’s  father 
Michael  maintained  an  apartment  in  close  proximity  to 
where  the  body  of  another  victim  was  located.  The  father’s 
house  in  East  St.  Louis,  IL  was  also  in  close  proximity  to 
where  the  bodies  of  two  other  victims  were  discovered. 

The  Apprehension 

On  June  4,  2002,  Captain  Hegger  directed  that  a  24-hour 
surveillance  be  established  on  Maury  Travis  due  to  the  nature 
of  the  incidents  (homicides),  while  affidavits  in  support  of 
a  search  warrant  were  prepared. 


536 


Sex-Related  Homicide  and  Death  Investigation 


In  the  early  morning  hours  of  June  6,  2002,  detectives  con¬ 
ducting  surveillance  on  Maury  Travis  observed  him  carry  a 
bag  of  trash  out  of  his  residence  and  place  it  at  the  curb. 
Later  that  morning,  the  detectives  observed  a  Midwest  Waste 
trash  vehicle.  Following  Practical  Homicide  Investigation® 
tactics,  they  stopped  the  vehicle  and  advised  the  driver  of 
their  investigation.  The  detectives  informed  the  driver  they 
needed  the  trash  from  1001  Ford  as  evidence.  Detectives 
cleared  an  area  in  the  rear  of  the  truck,  and  Detective  Van 
Nest  entered  the  cab  area  of  the  truck. 

The  sanitation  driver  continued  his  duties,  and  when  he 
collected  the  trash  from  1001  Ford,  he  placed  it  in  the  cleaned 
area  of  the  truck  and  later  relinquished  it  to  Detective  Van 
Nest.  Detective  Van  Nest  retained  custody  of  the  bag  of  trash 
and  later  relinquished  it  to  Detective  Douglas  and  Special 
Agent  Walker,  who  conveyed  it  to  the  Homicide  office.  At 
the  Homicide  office,  the  trash  bag  was  opened,  and  the  con¬ 
tents  were  examined,  photographed,  and  placed  in  an  evi¬ 
dence  bag.  Later,  it  was  conveyed  to  the  department 
laboratory  for  further  examination. 

On  Friday  morning,  June  7,  2002,  at  6:00  a.m.,  St.  Louis 
Homicide  detectives  accompanied  by  FBI  agents  and  an  FBI 
Evidence  Recovery  Team  (ERT)  went  to  the  suspect’s  house 
in  Ferguson,  MO.  They  had  a  search  warrant  for  the  house 
and  wanted  to  question  Travis  in  connection  with  this  series 
of  killings. 

Special  Agent  Walker,  Illinois  State  Police,  and  Detective  Dou¬ 
glas  approached  the  front  of  the  residence.  Detectives  Mercier 
and  Van  Nest  responded  to  the  rear  of  the  residence.  The  officers 
knocked  on  the  front  door  and  announced,  “Police.  Search 
Warrant.”  At  this  time,  someone  inside  the  residence  looked 
out  the  window.  The  individual  was  advised  to  open  the  front 
door,  and  he  complied.  Authorities  entered  the  residence  and 
asked  the  black  male  subject  who  opened  the  door  if  he  was 
Maury  Travis,  and  he  said  he  was.  He  was  secured  and  advised 
that  the  officers  had  a  search  warrant  for  his  residence. 

Special  Agent  Morton  and  Sergeant  Sachs  advised  Travis  that 
he  was  not  under  arrest  and  was  free  to  leave  if  he  so  desired. 
Travis  wanted  to  know  why  the  detectives  were  serving  a 
search  warrant  on  his  residence,  and  he  agreed  to  be  inter¬ 
viewed.  Travis  was  told  the  reason  for  the  search  warrant  had 
to  do  with  a  letter  sent  to  the  St.  Louis  Post  Dispatch  news- 
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paper  regarding  an  article  written  about  a  murder  victim. 

When  Travis  was  told  the  search  was  related  to  the  acquisition 
of  the  map  using  the  Internet,  he  refused  to  comment  further. 

He  never  admitted  anything,  but  he  did  not  deny  anything. 

He  seemed  more  interested  in  how  the  police  caught  on  to 
him.  When  they  told  him  he  had  a  problem  and  that  they 
knew  he  downloaded  the  map  that  was  sent  to  the  reporter, 
he  cursed  the  computer  and  the  Internet.  Travis  was  arrested 
and  brought  to  the  police  station. 

A  Psychological  Interrogation  Technique 

An  excellent  strategy  to  utilize  in  an  interrogation  setting  is  to  convince 
the  offender  that  the  police  have  a  good  case  against  him  prior  to  begin¬ 
ning  the  interview.  Practical  Homicide  Investigation®  recommends  that 
you  prop  the  room  and  “set  the  stage”  for  the  interrogation  by  providing 
the  subject  with  the  opportunity  to  get  an  eyeful  of  the  amount  of  work 
and  effort  that  has  gone  into  “his  case.” 

The  authorities  in  St.  Louis  placed  all  of  the  charts,  graphs,  crime 
scene  photos,  photos  of  the  victims,  and  hies  in  Interview  Room  #2,  as  if 
the  detectives  had  been  working  in  the  room  around  the  clock  as  they 
“hunted”  for  this  serial  killer. 

When  the  detectives  brought  Maury  Travis  to  the  police  station,  they 
were  directed  to  an  interview  room  area.  Travis  was  purposely  directed 
into  Interview  Room  #2  so  that  he  could  see  the  enormity  of  the  inves¬ 
tigation  on  which  the  detectives  were  working.  After  a  few  seconds,  Travis 
was  informed  that  they  were  in  the  wrong  room,  as  if  a  major  error 
occurred  in  letting  him  see  the  “Operations  Room.”  Travis  was  then  placed 
in  another  interview  room.  Although  Travis  did  not  confess  to  the  mur¬ 
ders,  this  tactic  certainly  resulted  in  some  interesting  res  gestae  comments 
that  Travis  made  during  the  day  he  was  with  the  investigators,  such  as,  “I 
got  fucked  by  the  computer,”  “I’m  toast,”  and  “What  do  I  tell  my  mother?” 
Travis  also  told  Detective  Douglas,  “You  guys  are  going  to  bury  me  or 
lock  me  up  forever,  aren’t  you.”  He  was  informed  that  it  was  a  possibility. 

The  Search 

St.  Louis  Police  forensic  teams  seized  numerous  items  from 
the  suspect’s  home.  They  seized  his  computer,  ligatures, 
ropes,  and  belts  spattered  with  what  appeared  to  be  blood, 
women’s  underwear  and  wigs,  and  videotapes.  Investigators 
believed  that  Travis  held  several  of  his  victims  captive  in  the 
basement  of  his  home  before  killing  them.  (Figure  10.1 1  and 
Figure  10.12.) 
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Figure  10.11  Travis's  house.  This  was  the  subject's  house.  He  brought  his 
victims  home,  where  he  tortured  and  killed  them  before  dumping  them  in  various 
jurisdictions.  (Courtesy  of  Detective  Roy  Douglas,  Homicide  Section,  St.  Louis, 
Missouri  Police  Department.) 


Figure  10.12  Downstairs  area.  This  was  where  most  of  the  victims  were  killed. 
Police  located  a  hidden  compartment  in  this  area,  where  the  "Wedding  Tape"  was 
secreted.  The  authorities  also  recovered  numerous  items  of  women's  clothing  and 
undergarments,  along  with  porno  tapes  and  SStM  paraphernalia.  (Courtesy  of 
Detective  Roy  Douglas,  Homicide  Section,  St.  Louis,  Missouri  Police  Department.) 
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He  was  charged  with  two  federal  counts  of  kidnapping, 
pending  the  state  charges  of  homicide.  The  federal  complaint 
also  listed  six  women  who  were  “tortured  and  then  stran¬ 
gled.”  Semen  was  recovered  from  the  bodies  of  two  other 
victims.  There  were  indications  that  as  many  as  20  victims 
in  the  St.  Louis  area,  many  bound  with  ropes  or  handcuffs, 
might  be  linked  to  Travis. 

However,  before  the  police  could  begin  to  investigate  the 
extent  of  Travis  and  his  crimes,  something  happened.  Travis 
was  found  dead  Monday  night,  June  10,  in  his  cell  at  St.  Louis 
County  Jail.  Travis  hung  himself  in  an  apparent  suicide. 
Travis  left  a  suicide  note.  In  the  lower  right-hand  corner  of 
the  letter,  Travis  wrote  the  following:  “To  whom  it  may  con¬ 
cern;  Please  give  this  to  my  mother;  It’s  also  proof  that  you 
guys  didn’t  kill  me.” 

The  Evidence 

The  authorities  retrieved  numerous  items  of  evidence,  in¬ 
cluding  materials  that  were  later  matched  to  the  suspect 
through  DNA  analysis.  The  suspect’s  automobile  tires 
matched  the  tire  imprint  impressions  from  an  East  St.  Louis 
crime  scene.  The  tread  design  pattern  of  the  B.F.  Goodrich 
tires  on  his  other  auto  matched  the  design  pattern  on  the 
left  leg  of  another  victim. 

Travis  gathered  materials  and  plans  for  constructing  a  tor¬ 
ture  chamber  in  his  basement.  He  had  written  out  explicit 
instructions  for  dealing  with  his  captives.  He  marked  off 
locations  where  he  could  pick  up  victims  as  well  as  locations 
for  disposal. 

The  suspect’s  computers  were  seized  pursuant  to  the  search 
warrant.  The  forensic  examination  of  the  computer  hard 
drive  revealed  further  evidence  inculpating  Travis  in  this 
series  of  murders. 

Travis  had  an  extensive  collection  of  written  materials  that 
dealt  with  bondage  and  sexual  slavery.  He  had  also  made 
plans  to  build  a  concrete  block  cell  in  his  basement. 

While  conducting  the  search  of  the  basement,  the  detectives 
located  a  secret  wall.  Upon  checking  behind  the  wall,  they 
located  a  VHS  tape,  which  investigators  dubbed,  “The  Wed¬ 
ding  Tape,”  along  with  an  8-mm  porno  videotape.  Ten  other 


540 


Sex-Related  Homicide  and  Death  Investigation 


videotapes  were  also  seized,  which  contained  various  sexual 
acts;  however,  there  was  no  bondage  or  physical  abuse  on 
the  tapes. 

“The  Wedding  Tape”  provided  the  most  compelling  evi¬ 
dence.  Travis  recorded  his  sexual  assaults  and  tortures  on  the 
VHS  tape  using  the  wedding  footage  as  a  cover.  The  actual 
wedding  lasted  approximately  1  hour  and  26  minutes.  The 
remainder  of  the  tape  contained  video  showing  Travis  tor¬ 
turing  and  killing  a  young  woman.  The  tape  then  continued 
with  various  video  clips  that  depicted  Travis  torturing  a  se¬ 
ries  of  victims,  who  were  subsequently  identified  as  homicide 
victims  Travis  dumped  in  Illinois  and  Missouri  (Douglas, 
personal  interview). 
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Case  History  —  A  Killing  Team 

David  Alan  Gore  and  Freddie  Waterfield,  Jr.  were  two  psy¬ 
chopathic  sexual  sadists  who  enjoyed  hunting  and  stalking 
human  prey  and  sadistically  murdering  their  victims. 

The  suspects,  who  were  cousins,  lived  in  Indian  River 
County,  FL  their  entire  lives  and  had  a  number  of  relatives 
living  and  working  in  the  area.  Many  of  their  relatives 
worked  in  the  citrus  business.  Gore  worked  as  a  “day  fore¬ 
man”  in  the  orange  groves.  He  knew  the  area  well  because 
he  had  to  drive  into  various  groves  to  check  on  the  workers 
and  report  any  problems.  David  Alan  Gore  also  worked  as 
a  part-time  Sheriff’s  Deputy  on  night  patrol  in  Indian  River 
County. 

The  line  was  that  Freddie  was  the  “brains”  behind  the  activ¬ 
ity.  Freddie  would  play  the  good  guy  and  David  the  bad  guy 
or  enforcer.  However,  I  believe  that  David  Alan  Gore  was  an 
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extremely  vicious  sadist,  who  was  seriously  underestimated 
with  his  275-pound  frame  and  his  stereotypical  southern 
“redneck”  demeanor. 

Stalkers 

The  suspects  hunted  their  victims  like  prey.  Their  sadistic 
game  involved  abduction,  rape,  torture,  and  eventually 
death  to  cover  their  tracks.  They  mutilated  and  dismem¬ 
bered  their  victim’s  bodies,  which  they  dumped  in  alligator- 
infested  canals  or  buried  in  the  extensive  acreage  of  Florida’s 
citrus  country.  Gore,  who  knew  the  orchards,  handled  the 
disposal.  Waterfield’s  ugly  temper  and  taste  for  violent  sex 
perfectly  meshed  with  Gore’s  sexual  sadism.  Gore  and  Wa- 
terfield  also  worked  the  areas  around  Orlando  and  Daytona, 
cruising  for  potential  victims.  There  were  two  verified  inci¬ 
dents  involving  prostitutes. 

Official  Record 

The  suspects  were  officially  charged  with  the  rape  and  mur¬ 
der  as  well  as  abduction  of  six  women.  They  also  were 
charged  with  attempted  murder  of  the  victim  who  survived 
capture. 

The  Reality 

The  cousins  are  actually  suspected  in  many  more  killings 
that  will  probably  remain  unsolved  due  to  the  manner  in 
which  they  disposed  of  their  victims.  They  only  confessed  to 
what  the  authorities  could  prove.  Gore  bragged  in  a  letter 
that  he  killed  32. 

The  MO 

The  suspects  would  disable  an  unsuspecting  women’s  vehi¬ 
cle,  wait  for  her  to  return  to  the  car,  and  then  pretend  to  be 
Good  Samaritans.  They  also  cruised  A1A,  picking  up  hitch¬ 
hikers  as  “prey.”  In  addition,  Gore  would  cruise  around  in 
his  reserve  officer’s  uniform  looking  for  potential  victims. 
Gore,  who  disabled  a  young  woman’s  car,  was  waiting  for 
her  to  return.  When  he  pulled  up  to  offer  help,  the  woman 
recognized  him  as  a  part-time  officer  in  the  adjoining  juris¬ 
diction.  Gore  backed  off. 
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Recorded  Attempts  of  Abduction 

The  suspects  followed  a  young  woman,  who  was  traveling 
alone,  out  to  a  rural  area.  As  they  were  driving,  they  shot 
out  the  tires  of  the  young  woman’s  car.  They  stopped  to  offer 
help  and  then  suddenly  threw  her  into  their  car.  She  jumped 
from  their  car  and  ran  into  the  highway.  A  passing  motorist 
rescued  the  victim.  Later,  they  followed  another  woman  from 
Vero  Beach  to  Miami  but  gave  up  the  pursuit  when  she 
parked  on  a  busy  street.  Their  first  successful  rape  took  place 
near  Vero  Beach,  and  while  the  victim  notified  police,  she 
later  dropped  the  charges  to  avoid  embarrassment  in  court. 

The  Murder  Victims:  Victims  #1  and  #2 

While  prowling  the  groves,  Gore  spotted  a  17-year-old  girl 
disembarking  from  a  school  bus.  Gore  watched  the  young 
girl  for  a  few  days  to  get  her  routine  down,  plotting  a  way 
to  capture  her.  He  flashed  his  badge  and  convinced  her  to 
get  into  his  truck.  He  then  drove  her  home.  Gore  did  not 
know  that  the  girl’s  mother  had  just  arrived  from  Taiwan 
and  was  home.  He  told  the  mother  and  the  daughter  that 
he  was  with  the  Sheriff’s  Department,  but  the  mother  be¬ 
came  suspicious  of  his  motives.  When  they  became  suspi¬ 
cious,  he  pulled  out  his  gun  and  handcuffed  the  two  women 
together.  Gore  told  them  they  were  under  arrest.  He  then 
forced  them  into  his  truck  and  drove  out  to  the  groves  to 
meet  Waterfield. 

While  waiting  for  Waterfield,  he  decided  to  sexually  assault 
the  young  girl.  He  had  her  handcuffed  to  the  mother,  who 
began  to  yell  and  scream  to  leave  her  daughter  alone. 

Gore  took  out  his  gun  and  shot  the  mother  in  the  head.  He 
then  continued  with  the  rape  of  the  young  girl,  who  was 
forced  to  lie  there  with  her  dead  mother  cuffed  to  her. 

When  Waterfield  arrived,  Gore  had  already  removed  the 
handcuffed  mother  from  her  daughter.  The  young  girl  was 
sexually  assaulted  again  and  tortured  by  both  offenders  be¬ 
fore  being  shot  and  killed.  The  two  cousins  then  dismem¬ 
bered  the  two  bodies.  Gore  removed  the  17-year-old’s  breast 
and  took  it  with  him.  The  body  parts  were  placed  in  large 
drums  and  buried  in  the  groves  with  a  backhoe  by  Gore  the 
next  day.  Waterfield  took  the  victims’  clothes  and  disposed 
of  them.  The  husband  and  father  of  the  victims  reported  his 
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wife  and  daughter  missing.  A  Missing  Person’s  case  was 
opened.  Their  bodies  were  not  recovered  until  the  suspects 
gave  each  other  up,  as  they  attempted  to  manipulate  the 
court  system. 

The  Murder  Victims:  Victim  #3 

Gore  was  stalking  the  beach  area  when  he  spotted  the  35- 
year-old  victim  sunbathing  by  herself  on  the  beach.  He  went 
into  the  parking  lot,  where  he  disabled  her  vehicle  and  wait¬ 
ed.  When  the  woman  came  back  to  her  car,  Gore  appeared 
and  offered  to  help. 

He  feigned  trying  to  start  the  woman’s  car.  He  then  offered 
her  a  ride.  When  he  got  her  in  his  truck,  he  drove  to  another 
rural  area,  pulled  his  gun,  and  threatened  to  shoot  her. 

Gore  handcuffed  her  hands  behind  her  back.  He  then  took 
her  to  his  mobile  home  trailer,  which  he  called  his  “lair.”  He 
kept  her  there  all  weekend,  where  she  was  horribly  tortured 
and  sexually  assaulted.  He  removed  her  breasts  and  then 
threw  her  body  parts  in  a  canal  for  the  alligators. 

Gore  was  Dismissed  from  the  Sheriff’s  Patrol 

Gore,  who  had  been  under  suspicion  in  connection  with 
complaints  from  female  motorists,  was  dismissed  from  the 
Sheriff’s  Patrol  after  a  local  man  reported  that  a  deputy 
stopped  his  teenage  daughter  on  a  rural  highway  and  at¬ 
tempted  to  hold  her  “for  questioning.” 

Gore  was  then  arrested  a  few  days  later  when  officers  found 
him  crouched  in  the  back  seat  of  a  woman’s  car  outside  a 
Vero  Beach  clinic.  Gore  was  armed  with  a  pistol,  handcuffs, 
and  a  police  radio  scanner.  He  planned  on  abducting  her. 

Gore  was  convicted  of  armed  trespass  and  was  sentenced  to 
a  5-year  prison  sentence.  However,  he  was  out  of  jail  within 
2  years. 

The  Killings  Resume  —  Victims  #4  and  #5 

As  soon  as  Gore  got  out  of  prison,  he  and  Waterfield  resumed 
the  hunt;  this  time  preying  on  hitchhikers.  They  abducted 
two  14-year-old  girls.  Both  girls  were  sexually  assaulted  and 
raped  in  the  offenders’  van. 
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When  they  finished  torturing  and  “playing”  with  the  two 
young  girls,  Gore  drove  the  bound  girls  to  the  grove,  which 
used  the  groves  as  a  dump  site.  Gore  shot  both  of  them  in 
the  head,  but  not  before  he  decapitated  one  of  the  girls. 

Victim  #6  and  Attempted  Murder 

Gore  and  Waterfield  were  stalking  the  beach  area  when  they 
spotted  two  teenage  girls  hitchhiking  along  A1A.  Lynn,  17 
years  old,  and  Robin,  14  years  old,  were  thumbing  a  ride 
when  the  cousins  pulled  up  and  offered  to  take  the  girls  out 
to  the  sand  dunes  to  show  them  how  the  truck  performed. 
They  offered  the  girls  a  beer  and  then  asked  them  if  they 
wanted  to  smoke  pot.  At  first,  the  girls  thought  they  were 
nice  guys,  until  Gore  suddenly  pulled  a  gun  and  pointed  it 
at  them. 

Gore  said  to  Waterfield,  “Let’s  take  these  two  home  and  have 
fun  with  them.” 

Lynn  started  screaming,  and  Robin  was  crying.  Waterfield 
was  “playing”  the  good  guy  and  told  the  two  frightened  girls 
to  “just  do  what  he  says.”  Gore  told  them,  “Shut  up  or  I’ll  kill 
you.”  He  ordered  them  to  put  their  heads  between  their  legs 
and  their  arms  behind  them.  He  handcuffed  them  together. 

Waterfield  drove  the  truck  out  to  the  groves  to  Gore’s  place, 
because  Gore’s  family  was  away  for  the  weekend.  The  house 
was  hidden  from  the  road  by  a  long  driveway.  They  knew 
that  no  one  would  be  at  the  house.  While  they  drove  out  to 
Gore’s  place,  Waterfield’s  sister  spotted  them,  and  Waterfield 
panicked. 

Waterfield  helped  bring  the  girls  into  Gore’s  house  and  then 
told  him  he  would  be  back  after  he  went  to  the  shop,  in  case 
his  sister  or  mother  showed  up. 

Gore  had  Robin’s  hands  cuffed  behind  her  back.  He  had 
tightly  tied  Lynn  with  rope,  which  cut  into  her  wrists.  He 
then  cut  the  bathing  suits  off  his  tied  victims  (Figure  10.13). 

Gore  spent  the  next  hour  going  back  and  forth  between  the 
frightened  girls,  brutally  and  repeatedly  molesting  them  and 
threatening  to  kill  them.  He  viciously  shoved  his  penis  down 
Robin’s  throat  until  she  thought  she  would  suffocate. 
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Figure  10.13  Victim's  cut  clothing.  The  offender  sadistically  cut  the  girls' 
bathing  suits  from  their  bound  bodies.  (Courtesy  of  Lieutenant  Andy  Bradley, 
Indian  River  County,  FL  Sheriff's  Department.) 

While  Gore  was  forcing  oral  sex  on  Robin  and  preparing  to 
rape  her,  Lynn  kicked  loose  from  the  ropes,  and  with  her 
arms  still  tied  behind  her  back,  she  ran  nude  from  the  house. 

Gore  heard  her  making  an  escape  and  grabbed  his  .22-caliber 
gun.  He  chased  after  her  and  fired  a  shot. 

Lynn  fell  down  and  was  yelling  for  help.  A  14-year-old  boy 
saw  the  nude  girl  being  chased  by  a  nude  man  and  watched 
as  the  nude  man  grabbed  her  by  the  arm  and  dragged  her 
several  feet.  She  was  still  yelling.  Gore  shot  her  two  times. 

Gore  ran  back  to  the  house  and  got  the  keys  to  his  mom’s 
car  and  drove  down  to  get  Lynn’s  body.  He  opened  the  trunk, 
picked  up  her  body,  and  tossed  her  into  the  trunk  (Figure 
10.14  and  Figure  10.15). 

She  was  still  breathing.  He  raced  the  car  back  to  the  carport 
and  ran  inside  to  see  if  the  witness  called  the  police.  He 
listened  to  a  police  scanner.  He  then  called  to  report  that  a 
man  with  a  gun  had  run  through  his  yard. 

Indian  River  Deputies  were  dispatched  to  the  Gore  residence 
as  a  result  of  the  young  14-year-old  witness’s  report.  When 
Gore  also  called  to  make  his  report,  deputies  in  the  area,  who 
knew  his  reputation,  suspected  the  worst.  Deputies  who  sur¬ 
rounded  the  house  spotted  a  car  in  the  garage  and  saw  a  pool 
of  blood.  Lynn’s  dead  body  was  discovered  in  the  trunk.  She 
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Figure  10.14  Victim's  body  in  trunk.  Gore  jammed  the  girl's  body  into  the 
trunk  to  hide  her.  Note  the  bindings.  (Courtesy  of  Lieutenant  Andy  Bradley, 
Indian  River  County,  FL  Sheriff's  Department.) 


Figure  10.15  Victim's  bound  hands.  This  was  Gore's  signature.  He  wanted  to 
keep  his  victims  helpless  during  the  sexual  assaults.  (Courtesy  of  Lieutenant 
Andy  Bradley,  Indian  River  County,  FL  Sheriff's  Department.) 
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was  shot  twice  in  the  head  with  Gore’s  .22  caliber,  which  was 
recovered  in  the  house. 

The  police  attempted  to  make  contact  with  Gore,  but  he 
would  not  respond.  Finally,  a  female  relative  was  brought 
to  the  scene  to  talk  to  him,  and  Gore  meekly  surrendered 
to  police. 

Officers  entered  the  house  to  conduct  a  sweep  and  located 
the  hysterical  14-year-old  girl  screaming  from  the  attic.  The 
officers  freed  the  sobbing,  trembling  girl  and  gave  her  cloth¬ 
ing  from  the  closet  so  she  could  cover  herself.  Fourteen-year- 
old  Robin  turned  out  to  be  an  excellent  witness  in  the  sub¬ 
sequent  murder  and  kidnapping  cases. 

Gore  and  Waterfield  were  arrested  by  Indian  River  Sheriff’s 
officers  and  subsequently  charged  with  rape,  murder,  and 
abduction  of  the  six  murder  victims  and  the  attempted  mur¬ 
der  and  abduction  of  the  14-year-old  who  was  rescued  by  the 
police.  The  trials  lasted  several  years,  as  Gore  and  Waterfield 
manipulated  the  courts  with  their  changing  stories  of  what 
actually  happened  and  how  many  were  actually  killed. 

Disposition 

Gore  was  sentenced  to  die  in  the  electric  chair.  The  judge 
ruled  that  his  crimes  were  especially  wicked,  evil,  atrocious, 
and  cruel. 

Waterfield  was  first  convicted  of  manslaughter,  because  of 
credibility  factors  raised  by  Gore’s  changing  testimony.  Wa¬ 
terfield  was  ultimately  sentenced  to  two  life  imprisonments. 


Buried  Bodies 


The  hardest  serial  murder  cases  to  solve  are  those  involving  buried  or 
hidden  bodies.  In  some  instances,  offenders  preselect  burial  sites  in  rural 
areas.  This  type  of  killer  frequently  disposes  the  body  of  his  victims  at  a 
secluded  location  or  place  where  the  body  will  not  be  found. 

This  provides  him  with  an  opportunity  to  return  to  the  scene  and 
monitor  investigative  operations.  It  also  furnishes  him  with  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  return  to  the  scene  to  fantasize  and  relive  the  event,  as  he  savors 
his  trophy.  The  next  three  case  histories  go  into  detail  about  the  dynamics 
of  these  types  of  offenders. 
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Case  History  —  Serial  Murder  Case,  Michigan:  Leslie  Allen  Wil¬ 
liams  —  Serial  Killer 

Michelle  and  Melissa  —  Missing  Persons’  Case 

On  September  30,  1991,  troopers  from  the  Michigan  State 
Police  post  in  Brighton,  MI  were  dispatched  to  a  residence 
on  Hartland  Road  in  Livingston  County  on  a  report  of  two 
missing  female  juveniles.  The  mother  reported  that  her 
daughters,  Michelle,  16  years  old,  and  Melissa,  14  years  old, 
were  missing.  They  were  last  seen  on  September  29  at  ap¬ 
proximately  4:00  p.m.,  when  they  left  their  residence  after 
having  dinner  to  go  for  a  walk  down  the  road  (Schroeder, 
personal  interview). 

The  mother  advised  the  troopers  that  her  daughters  had 
run  away  from  home  together  in  July  of  1991  and  were  gone 
for  the  weekend,  then  returned  home  voluntarily.  She  con¬ 
tacted  the  Livingston  County  Sheriff’s  Department  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  this  earlier  incident  and  filed  a  runaway  report 
with  that  department. 

The  mother  told  the  troopers  that  when  her  daughters  ran 
away  in  the  earlier  incident  in  July,  they  packed  and  took 
their  belongings.  She  was  concerned  because  all  they  had  was 
the  clothing  they  were  wearing  when  they  left  the  house.  In 
fact,  Michelle  had  even  left  without  taking  her  purse,  driver’s 
license,  and  money.  Furthermore,  neither  girl  had  taken  a 
coat.  In  light  of  these  facts,  the  mother  stated  she  was  par¬ 
ticularly  worried  about  her  daughters  and  felt  that  they  may 
have  run  into  some  trouble  and  been  victimized  in  some 
way.  Detective  Sergeant  Robert  Swackhammer  (now  retired) 
was  assigned  as  the  lead  investigator. 

At  this  point,  the  responding  troopers  initiated  a  missing 
person’s  report  and  entered  both  girls  into  LEIN/NCIC  as 
missing  juveniles  and  began  their  investigation.  No  substan¬ 
tial  leads  surfaced  during  the  investigation,  and  the  case 
remained  unsolved  until  May  24,  1992,  when  officers  from 
the  Oakland  County  Sheriff’s  Department  arrested  Leslie 
“Les”  Allen  Williams. 

Arrest  of  Serial  Murder  Suspect 

Leslie  Williams’  arrest  was  a  textbook  example  of  how  an 
alert  patrol  officer  can  make  all  the  difference  in  a  major 
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case  investigation.  According  to  Practical  Homicide  Investi¬ 
gation  experience,  many  serial  murder  cases  are  resolved  by 
independent  police  action  on  the  part  of  alert  patrol  officers 
that  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  actual  serial  murder  inves¬ 
tigation. 

Williams  abducted  a  female  victim  and  was  transporting 
her  to  an  Oakland  County  cemetery,  where  he  intended  to 
rape  and  murder  her.  A  witness  happened  to  be  in  the 
cemetery  and  observed  Williams  fighting  with  his  victim. 
The  witness  approached  and  asked  Williams  what  he  was 
doing.  Williams  advised  the  witness  to  keep  out  of  it,  then 
added,  “Can’t  you  see  we’re  making  love.”  The  witness,  who 
realized  that  something  was  wrong,  took  down  the  license 
plate  number,  left  the  cemetery,  and  flagged  down  an  Oak¬ 
land  County  Sheriff’s  Deputy.  When  the  witness  advised  the 
deputy  of  what  had  just  occurred,  the  deputy  immediately 
went  in  search  of  Williams. 

The  deputy  entered  the  cemetery  area  and  observed  Williams 
attempting  to  leave  the  area  in  his  vehicle.  When  the  officer 
attempted  to  initiate  a  traffic  stop,  Williams  raced  off  and 
initiated  a  high-speed  chase.  During  the  police  pursuit,  Wil¬ 
liams  lost  control  of  his  vehicle  and  crashed  into  a  tree, 
effectively  ending  the  pursuit.  When  the  officers  opened  the 
trunk  of  Williams’  car,  they  found  the  victim  bound  and 
unconscious  but  alive.  Williams  was  lodged  in  the  Oakland 
County  Jail  on  charges  of  kidnapping,  criminal  sexual  as¬ 
sault,  assault  with  intent  to  murder,  carrying  a  concealed 
weapon,  and  fleeing  from  police.  At  the  time  of  his  arrest, 
Williams,  a  habitual  offender,  was  on  parole  for  previous 
charges  of  kidnapping  and  sexual  assault. 

During  the  subsequent  custodial  interviews  conducted  by 
detectives  from  the  Oakland  County  Sheriff’s  Department, 
Williams  made  many  statements  and  admissions  concerning 
the  incident  for  which  he  was  currently  under  arrest. 

In  addition  to  these  statements,  Williams  advised  detectives 
that  he  was  responsible  for  other  kidnappings,  sexual  as¬ 
saults,  and  murder  cases  in  the  local  area  over  the  past  9 
months.  These  included  the  kidnapping,  rape,  and  murder 
of  Kami  Marie,  18  years  old,  of  South  Lyon,  MI,  who  disap¬ 
peared  on  September  19,  1991;  Michelle  and  Melissa,  who 
were  kidnapped,  raped,  and  murdered  on  September  29, 
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1991;  and  Cynthia  Marie,  age  15,  of  Milford,  MI,  who  was 
kidnapped,  raped,  and  murdered  on  January  4,  1992. 

The  Investigation 

When  the  detectives  from  Oakland  County  ascertained  that 
Williams  was  involved  in  the  disappearance  of  the  two  sisters, 
they  immediately  contacted  the  lead  investigator  in  the  case, 
Detective  Sergeant  Robert  Swackhammer  of  the  Michigan 
State  Police  post  in  Brighton.  A  multiagency  investigation 
was  implemented  to  coordinate  the  homicides  in  the  various 
jurisdictions  where  the  four  homicides  occurred. 

On  May  27, 1992,  detectives  from  the  Oakland  County  Sher¬ 
iff’s  Department,  the  Livingston  County  Sheriff’s  Depart¬ 
ment,  and  the  Michigan  State  Police  escorted  Williams  as  he 
directed  investigators  to  the  locations  where  he  abducted  and 
murdered  victims  and  where  he  buried  their  bodies.  While 
escorting  Williams  to  the  different  crime  scenes,  detectives 
were  afforded  the  opportunity  to  conduct  additional  inter¬ 
views  with  Williams.  During  these  interviews,  Williams 
frankly  and  candidly  described  how  he  abducted,  raped,  and 
murdered  his  young  female  victims. 

Williams  Taped  Confession  in  the  Michelle  and  Melissa  Case 

I  had  driven  the  (unintelligible)  frequently  and  I  had  noticed 
the  (two  sisters)  girls  taking  a  walk.  And  they  usually  walked 
around  a  certain  area.  At  some  times  I’d  drive  by.  They’d  be 
walking  in  front  of  the  store.  Sometimes  they’d  be  back  on  the 
dirt  road.  Sometimes  they’d  be  on  the  paved  road.  Access  road 
along  the  expressway.  So  I  was  familiar  with  the  —  the  semi¬ 
regular  route  that  they  took. 

On  the  day  in  question,  I  cannot  remember  the  date.  I  observed 
the  girls  walking  by  the  store  and  beginning  to  walk  down  the 
dirt  road.  And  I  assumed  that  they  were  probably  going  to 
walk  the  same  path.  Same  track  that  they  normally  did.  So  I 
drove  up  ahead  of  them  and  I  pulled  into  the  woods  up  a  dirt 
road.  When  they  walked  by  I  jumped  out  with  a  knife  and 
informed  them  that  this  was  an  armed  robbery  —  to  be  quiet 
—  to  step  into  the  woods  with  me.  Which  they  did  without 
making  a  sound. 

After  they  were  in  the  woods  about  15  to  20  feet  I  had  them 
lay  down  and  I  bound  their  hands  with  wire  ties.  I  had  them 
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both  stand  up  and  I  walked  them  back  to  my  car  —  which  was 
parked  about  50  to  60  yards  further  back.  I  got  them  behind 
the  car  and  I  laid  out  a  blanket.  Then  I  attempted  to  put  one 
of  them  in  the  trunk  with  the  intention  of  having  sex  with  the 
other  one  while  one  was  in  the  trunk  so  I  didn’t  have  to  watch 
them  both. 

They  both  assured  me  that  they  would  not  run,  but  I  undid 
their  hands  and  I  had  two  flex  cuffs  or  whatever  you  call  them. 
I  had  two  of  them  left  and  I  put  one  around  each  of  their  ankles 
to  bind  their  feet.  Prior  to  that  —  prior  to  putting  it  around 
their  feet  I  had  them  strip  down.  From  the  waist  down  so  that 
it  would  be  easy  to  have  sex  with  them. 

Melissa,  the  younger  one —  the  14  year  old  —  tried  to  convince 
me  to  just  have  sex  with  her  because  she  was  experienced  and 
her  older  sister  Michelle  was  still  a  virgin  —  and  that  she 
(Melissa)  could  do  everything  that  Michelle  could  do.  So  she 
had  me  lay  on  my  back  and  she  gave  me  oral  sex  —  in  a  way 
kind  of  instructing  her  sister  how  to  do  this  and  how  to  do  that. 
Because  at  this  point  I  told  her  that  it  didn’t  matter  —  I  was 
gonna  do  both  of  them  anyway.  But  if  she  wanted  to  be  first 
—  that  was  fine.  After  about  5  or  10  minutes  of  oral  sex  from 
Melissa  —  I  had  attempted  to  have  intercourse  with  her  but 
the  twisted  ties  prevented  me  from  getting  between  her  legs 
properly  without  it  hurting  her  ankles.  So  I  cut  the  ties  off  and 
I  had  intercourse  with  her. 

When  I  was  done  I  insisted  that  I  put  her  in  the  trunk  and  she 
said  okay  —  as  long  as  I  didn’t  close  the  trunk.  So  she  kind  of 
sat  there  in  the  trunk  —  kneeling  in  the  trunk  —  looking  down 
on  us  and  then  —  kind  of  telling  Michelle  what  to  do  —  cause 
Michelle  was  then  giving  me  oral  sex.  After  a  few  minutes  and 
I  had  achieved  another  erection  and  I  had  intercourse  with 
Michelle.  And  she  was  indeed  a  virgin  and  ah  —  didn’t  cry  or 
scream.  But  she  was  in  pain.  Wlien  that  was  done  I  didn’t  have 
anything  to  tie  either  one  of  them  up  again  so  I  used  some  type 
of  cloth  —  or  what  I  believe  was  a  piece  of  chamois  that  I  had 
used  to  wash  the  car.  I  cut  it  into  strips  and  then  I  bound 
Michelle  and  —  ah  —  Melissa.  Then  I  picked  Michelle  up  and 
I  took  her  back  about  another  40  to  50  feet.  I  told  them  that  I 
was  going  to  separate  them  —  or  excuse  me  —  before  that  I 
have  to  back  up  here. 

I  had  some  starter  fluid  and  a  rag  in  the  car  and  I  told  them 
what  I  was  gonna  do  was  ah  —  the  starter  fluid  had  ether  in 
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it  and  I  was  going  to  place  a  mg  over  their  face,  and  it  was 
going  to  put  them  to  sleep.  And  when  they  woke  us  I  was  going 
to  be  gone.  I  handed  the  rag  to  Michelle  and  she  just  put  it  over 
her  face  and  laid  face  down.  Melissa  I  held  it  over  her  face  and 
it  didn’t  work.  She  more  or  less  went  into  a  hallucinogenic  ah 
—  shaking  and  trying  to  get  up.  After  a  few  minutes  I  realized 
that  it  wasn’t  going  to  work  so  I  told  them  I  was  going  to  tie 
them  up  and  then  separate  them.  That  way  I  could  take  off.  I 
didn’t  have  to  worry  about  getting  caught. 

I  had  no  intention  of  letting  either  one  of  them  go.  I  wanted  to 
render  them  immobile  with  the  starter  fluid,  with  the  ether  so 
that  I  could  suffocate  them  without  all  the  ah  —  kind  of  not 
wanting  to  be  putting  them  through  a  knowing  pain  as  well  as 
the  pain  it  is  to  suffocate  someone.  It’s  an  ugly  thing. 

I  took  Michelle  back  further.  I  came  back  and  Melissa  was  on 
her  face  and  I  took  her  tee-shirt  and  a  rag  and  I  placed  it  over 
her  nose  and  mouth  and  I  laid  heavy  on  her.  She  was  fully 
dressed  then  —  I  let  her  get  dressed.  I  let  them  both  get  dressed 
before  I  tied  them  back  up.  And  I  laid  on  Melissa  and  I  held 
the  rag  to  her  face  until  she  quit  moving  and  I  held  her  for  a 
couple  minutes  more.  Then  I  went  back  and  did  the  same  thing 
to  Michelle.  It  was  a  lot  harder  to  asphyxiate  Michelle  and  I 
think  I  may  have  done  some  neck  twisting  and  stuff  on  her 
cause  she  didn’t  pass  that  easy. 

When  I  was  sure  that  Michelle  was  no  longer  living  I  went 
back  and  I  dragged  Melissa’s  body  back  to  Michelle’s.  I  got 
back  in  my  car  and  backed  it  further  into  the  area  to  make 
sure  no  one  coidd  see  it.  Then  I  went  about  looking  for  a  place 
to  bury  the  girls.  I  went  up  on  the  ridge  and  I  tried  to  dig  a 
hole  but  the  ground  was  too  hard.  I  went  back  further  into  the 
field  and  tried  to  dig  a  hole  but  the  root  system  was  also 
prohibitive  from  digging. 

So  I  went  back  down  and  at  that  time  I  pulled  the  pants  off  of 
Michelle  one  more  time  and  had  sex  with  her.  When  that  was 
done  I  put  them  both  in  the  trunk  of  my  vehicle  and  put  a 
blanket  over  the  top  of  them,  and  I  drove  to  the  cemetery  in 
downtown  Fenton.  And  I  buried  them  in  the,  ah  —  cemetery. 

The  following  excerpt  was  Williams’  response  when  the 
trooper  investigator  asked  if  there  was  anything  else  he  would 
like  to  add  at  the  end  of  the  interview. 
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...  Just  want  to  mention  details  of  conversations  that  I  have 
had  with  some  of  the  girls  ah  —  in  respect  to  their  previous 
sexual  experiences  and/or  abuse.  Melissa  was  not  a  virgin,  she 
was  14.  She  was  ah  —  more  than  experienced  in  oral  sex.  She 
was,  on  a  scale  of  1  to  10,  you  could  say  she  was  about  a  9  ] h 
or  a  10.  She  was  absolutely  ah  —  a  girl  of  14  should  not  act 
the  way  that  she  acted  in  my  opinion.  The  feeling  I  got  was 
that  a  family  member  or  a  relative  was  engaging  in  some  type 
of  sexual  activity  with  her.  She  was  not  a  virgin.  (But)  Michelle 
was  definitely  a  virgin. 

It  was  also  interesting  to  note  that  at  the  time  of  his  arrest, 
detectives  found  two  Polaroid  photos  in  Williams’  wallet.  These 
photos  depicted  females  with  their  legs  spread,  using  their  own 
hands  to  spread  their  genitalia.  Williams  altered  these  photos 
by  cutting  out  any  facial  or  identifying  features  of  the  subjects 
so  they  could  not  be  identified.  When  questioned  by  detectives 
as  to  the  origin  of  these  photos,  Williams  indicated  that  these 
were  photos  of  Michelle  and  Melissa.  Williams  had  taken  these 
photos  just  prior  to  him  murdering  the  girls. 

Williams  was  ultimately  sentenced  to  life  in  prison  with  no 
possibility  of  parole.  The  author  provided  only  the  Michigan 
State  Police  case  in  this  case  history. 

Case  History  —  Serial  Murder  Case,  San  Luis  Obispo,  CA: 

Rex  Krebs  —  Serial  Killer* 

Rachel  Newhouse 

Rachel  Newhouse,  of  2425  Gerda  Street,  San  Luis  Obispo,  was 
reported  missing  by  her  roommates  on  November  13,  1998. 
She  was  last  seen  at  a  fraternity  party  at  the  Tortilla  Flats 
Tavern  around  midnight.  Newhouse  was  a  20-year-old  college 
student  from  Irvine,  CA,  attending  Cal  Poly  State  University 
in  San  Luis  Obispo  (Figure  10.16  and  Figure  10.17). 

Investigators  found  blood  and  blood  droppings  on  the  Osos- 
Jennifer  Street  Bridge  and  a  path  leading  into  a  parking  lot. 
They  believed  that  the  victim  was  attacked  on  the  bridge 
while  walking  home  from  the  Tortilla  Flats  Tavern.  Investi¬ 
gators  suspected  that  the  victim  was  abducted  from  this  lo- 


*  Courtesy  of  Assistant  Chief  Investigator  Larry  Hobson,  Office  of  the  District  Attorney, 
County  of  San  Luis  Obispo,  San  Luis  Obispo,  CA,  telephone  interview  and  correspondence, 
July,  2002. 
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Figure  10.16  Bridge  crossover.  The  victim  was  last  seen  heading  for  this  bridge. 
Detectives  found  the  victim's  blood  on  the  bridge.  They  also  found  her  blood  and 
hair  in  the  parking  lot  and  walkway.  The  case  was  an  apparent  abduction.  (Cour¬ 
tesy  of  Assistant  Chief  Investigator  Larry  Hobson,  Office  of  the  District  Attorney, 
San  Luis  Obispo,  CA.) 


Figure  10.17  Rape  scene.  Police  later  ascertained  that  the  killer  had  taken  his 
captive  to  this  abandoned  A-frame  in  the  heavily  wooded  area  in  Davis  Canyon, 
where  he  raped  and  killed  her.  (Courtesy  of  Assistant  Chief  Investigator  Larry 
Hobson,  Office  of  the  District  Attorney,  San  Luis  Obispo,  CA.) 
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cation,  because  blood  and  head  hair  were  also  found  in  the 
parking  lot.  The  San  Luis  Obispo  Police  formed  a  task  force 
that  included  investigators  from  the  District  Attorney’s  Of¬ 
fice,  Parole,  Probation,  Department  of  Justice,  and  the  FBI. 

On  December  19, 1998,  investigators  were  advised  that  blood 
found  on  the  Osos- Jennifer  Street  Bridge  on  November  13 
belonged  to  Rachel  Newhouse. 

From  November  13,  1998  to  March  12,  1999,  the  task  force 
investigators  continued  to  follow  up  hundreds  of  “leads” 
established  through  the  computerized  “LEADS”  system. 

During  this  investigation,  all  known  sex  offender  registrants 
in  San  Luis  Obispo  County  were  interviewed. 

Aundria  Crawford 

On  March  13,  1999,  Aundria  Crawford  of  420-B  Branch 
Street,  in  San  Luis  Obispo,  CA,  was  reported  missing  by  her 
mother.  Aundria’s  mother  usually  spoke  with  her  daughter 
every  day.  She  had  not  heard  from  her  since  March  11.  Aun¬ 
dria  was  a  20-year-old  student  from  Fresno,  CA  who  was 
attending  Cuesta  Community  College  in  San  Luis  Obispo. 

Investigators  who  responded  to  her  residence  determined 
that  she  was  abducted  from  her  duplex  apartment  sometime 
during  the  early  morning  hours  of  March  11.  The  point  of 
entry  into  her  apartment  was  determined  to  be  through  a 
small  window  located  above  the  shower,  approximately  12.5 
x  18”  in  diameter.  The  offender  had  to  squeeze  through  this 
small  transom-type  window  and  twist  himself  around  so  that 
he  could  lower  himself  to  the  floor. 

The  police  found  blood  on  the  floor,  suggesting  that  Aun¬ 
dria  was  injured.  Investigators  determined  that  someone 
had  taken  a  TV,  a  VCR  and  tape,  and  some  CD  disks.  The 
mother  reported  that  Aundria’s  eight-ball  keychain  was 
missing  and  that  someone  locked  her  unit  door  (Figure 
10.18). 

A  Break  in  the  Case  —  A  Parolee  with  a  Similar  MO 

On  March  16,  1999,  Parole  Officer  David  Zaragoza  decided 
to  check  up  on  one  of  his  parolees,  named  Rex  Krebs.  Rex 
Krebs  was  a  35-year-old  convicted  rapist  and  ex-con. 
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Figure  10.18  Second  victim's  home.  The  second  victim  was  abducted  from 
her  home  in  the  early  morning  hours,  after  an  intruder  entered  her  residence  by 
crawling  through  the  transom  window  in  the  bathroom.  (Courtesy  of  Assistant 
Chief  Investigator  Larry  Hobson,  Office  of  the  District  Attorney,  San  Luis 
Obispo,  CA.) 

The  parole  officer  read  an  article  in  the  local  paper  about 
the  abduction  of  Aundria  Crawford.  He  recognized  several 
similarities  in  the  MO  in  the  Crawford  case  that  matched 
one  of  Krebs’  prior  sexual  offenses: 

•  Stalking  and  selecting  his  victims  for  sexual  assault 

•  Breaking  into  single  women’s  homes  in  the  middle  of 
the  night 

•  Overpowering  his  victims  while  they  were  in  their  beds 

•  Threatening  them  with  a  weapon  or  beating  them  using 
brutal  force 

Suspect  Background:  First  Known  Victim 

Rex  Krebs  committed  his  first  sexual  assault  in  February, 

1984,  when  he  was  18  years  old.  He  raped  a  13-year-old  girl 
named  Jennie  in  Sandpoint,  ID.  He  was  with  her  and  two 
acquaintances.  He  offered  her  some  vodka  to  drink.  When 
the  other  two  persons  left,  he  attacked  her  after  pushing  her 
into  some  bushes.  He  punched  her  and  hit  her  head  against 
the  ground  and  started  to  strangle  her  before  running  off. 

Krebs  was  charged  with  attempted  sexual  assault  but  was 
allowed  to  plea  out  so  that  the  13-year-old  would  not  have 
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to  testify.  When  he  was  paroled,  he  moved  to  California, 
where  he  lived  with  his  mother. 

Suspect  Background:  Second  Known  Victim 

On  May  24,  1987,  3  years  later,  at  21  years  old,  he  raped  his 
second  known  victim.  This  time,  his  victim  was  a  22-year- 
old  woman.  Krebs  followed  the  woman  home  from  a  coffee 
shop.  He  waited  until  the  lights  went  off  and  entered  the 
home.  He  broke  into  her  home  and  jumped  onto  her  bed 
and  threatened  her  with  a  kitchen  knife.  He  asked  her  if  she 
thought  this  knife  could  kill  her.  She  told  him  yes.  He  then 
took  out  his  own  knife  and  told  her  this  could  kill  her  even 
quicker.  He  cut  off  her  sweats.  He  raped  and  anally  sodom¬ 
ized  her  during  the  attack.  During  the  time  he  was  with  her, 
he  bound  her  with  ropes  and  hog-tied  her.  Krebs  was  into 
bondage  and  enjoyed  tying  up  his  victims  with  intricate 
knots,  such  as  truck  hitches. 

Suspect  Background:  Third  Known  Victim 

On  June  15,  1987,  he  attacked  his  third  known  victim,  a  31- 
year-old  woman  named  Anishka.  He  stalked  her  after  spot¬ 
ting  her  in  a  neighborhood,  where  he  was  installing  a  garage 
door.  He  approached  her  and  asked  if  she  was  interested  in 
having  her  garage  door  repaired.  She  told  him  no.  However, 
while  talking  with  her,  he  learned  that  she  lived  alone  in  the 
house  with  her  7-year-old  daughter.  He  broke  into  her  house 
in  the  early  morning  hours  by  forcing  open  the  garage  door. 
He  then  cut  the  phone  lines  inside  and  outside  the  house. 
The  woman  heard  him  breaking  in  and  tried  to  call  the 
police,  but  the  phone  line  was  dead.  She  locked  herself  and 
her  daughter  in  the  bedroom.  Krebs  kicked  in  the  bedroom 
door  and  attacked  the  woman,  threatening  her  with  a  knife. 
However,  she  managed  to  fight  him  off,  suffering  severe  lac¬ 
erations  to  her  right  hand  and  arm.  As  they  fought  on  the 
bed,  Krebs  pulled  a  clump  of  hair  from  her  head  and  at¬ 
tempted  to  stab  her.  She  grabbed  his  knife  and  would  not  let 
go.  Krebs  bit  into  her  finger,  severing  a  tendon.  He  left  his 
knife  behind  as  he  fled. 

He  was  apprehended  a  short  time  later  and  charged  with 
attempted  rape,  burglary,  and  assault,  and  was  identified  as 
the  assailant  in  the  May  24  incident.  He  was  convicted  and 
sentenced  to  20  years. 
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In  September,  1997,  Rex  Krebs  was  paroled  to  San  Luis  Obis¬ 
po  County  after  serving  10  years  on  a  20-year  sentence  for 
the  rape  and  sodomy  of  the  May  24,  1987  victim  and  the 
attempted  rape  of  the  June  15,  1987  victim. 

In  September,  1998,  Rex  Krebs  moved  to  Davis  Canyon  to 
live  in  a  barnhouse  in  a  rural  area  on  Davis  Canyon  Road. 

Parole  Officer  Visit 

Zaragoza  visited  Krebs  at  his  residence,  which  was  a  con¬ 
verted  barn,  located  in  an  isolated,  rural  mountain  area  of 
Davis  Canyon.  During  the  brief  visit,  Zaragoza  noticed  that 
Krebs  was  walking  funny.  When  the  parole  officer  asked  why, 
Krebs  told  him  that  he  fell  off  of  the  retaining  wall  onto  his 
woodpile  and  injured  his  ribs.  Zaragoza  did  not  believe  the 
story  and  became  more  suspicious  when  he  examined  Krebs’ 
ribs  and  saw  no  signs  of  abrasions  or  external  bruising.  In 
fact,  Krebs  injured  his  ribs  while  entering  Crawford’s  home 
through  that  small  transom  window.  In  order  to  get  through 
the  window,  he  had  to  arch  his  back,  and  he  ended  up  pulling 
his  back  muscles  (Figure  10.19). 


Figure  10.19  Suspect's  residence.  The  suspect  also  took  this  victim  to  Davis 
Canyon.  He  raped  her  at  the  A-frame  building  and  then  took  her  back  to  his 
house,  where  he  raped  and  sodomized  her  before  strangling  her  to  death.  (Courtesy 
of  Assistant  Chief  Investigator  Larry  Hobson,  Office  of  the  District  Attorney,  San 
Luis  Obispo,  CA.) 
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Zarogoza  reported  his  suspicions  to  the  task  force  investiga¬ 
tors.  Rex  Krebs’  name  was  on  the  list  of  sex  registrants,  but 
he  had  not  yet  been  interviewed  because  he  lived  out  of  the 
city  limits  in  a  rural  area  of  San  Luis  Obispo  County. 

On  March  19,  1999,  investigators  from  the  task  force  and 
Parole  Agent  Zaragoza  conducted  a  search  of  Rex  Krebs’s 
barnhouse.  Under  California  law,  a  parole  officer  can  search 
a  parolee’s  residence  without  a  warrant  if  he  suspects  that 
there  is  a  violation  of  parole.  During  the  search,  .22-caliber 
pellets  were  found.  Krebs  acknowledged  he  used  them  in  a 
pellet  pistol  he  kept  at  work  at  84®  Lumber  to  shoot  birds 
that  fly  inside  the  work  areas. 

The  parole  officer  and  task  force  members  also  found  an 
empty  eight-ball  keychain,  minus  the  keys.  This  eight-ball 
keychain  was  similar  in  description  to  the  keychain  and  keys 
of  Aundria  Crawford’s  apartment  that  her  mother  told  police 
were  missing.  They  also  discovered  84®  Lumber  receipts  with 
the  names  and  addresses  of  women  customers. 

Subsequently,  during  the  followup  investigation,  Hobson  as¬ 
certained  that  some  of  these  women  reported  late  night 
prowler  incidents  to  the  police  department. 

On  March  20,  Krebs  was  arrested  at  84®  Lumber  by  Parole 
Agent  Zaragoza  for  possessing  the  .22-caliber  pellet  pistol 
that  looked  like  a  .45-caliber  semiautomatic  handgun.  This 
was  a  parole  violation. 

On  March  21,  1999,  Krebs  was  interviewed  by  District  At¬ 
torney  Investigator  Hobson  at  the  San  Luis  Obispo  Police 
Department.  Hobson  asked  Krebs  about  the  eight-ball  key- 
chain.  Krebs  told  Hobson  that  when  he  was  in  Soledad  prison 
working  out  in  the  iron  pile  he  found  the  eight-ball  key  ring 
and  decided  to  keep  it  as  a  souvenir.  What  Krebs  did  not 
know  is  that  Hobson  checked  with  prison  authorities  as  to 
whether  or  not  a  prisoner  could  keep  such  an  item.  This  type 
of  item  would  be  considered  contraband  and  would  have 
been  taken  away  from  Krebs  during  one  of  the  many  “shake- 
downs”  at  Soledad. 

Krebs  denied  any  knowledge  or  involvement  in  the  disap¬ 
pearance  of  the  two  coeds.  He  provided  investigators  with 
an  alibi  on  or  about  March  11,  1999,  but  was  unable  to 
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remember  where  he  was  on  or  about  November  13,  1998, 
because  it  was  so  long  ago. 

Krebs  gave  permission  to  have  his  home  and  vehicles 
searched  and  stated  he  was  willing  to  do  whatever  it  took  to 
prove  that  he  was  not  involved.  During  the  interview,  Krebs 
was  vague  and  evasive  about  his  criminal  history  and  claimed 
he  left  all  of  that  behind  him  when  he  was  paroled  from 
Soledad  State  Prison. 

The  investigators  continued  to  look  into  Krebs  as  a  possible 
suspect.  They  even  obtained  permission  from  his  girlfriend 
to  allow  investigators  to  tape  record  telephone  conversations 
between  her  and  Krebs  from  the  county  jail.  The  investiga¬ 
tors  provided  the  girlfriend  with  questions  to  ask  Krebs  to 
clear  her  suspicions.  He  was  evasive  with  her.  But  more  im¬ 
portantly,  he  did  not  talk  about  his  arrest. 

On  March  24,  Investigator  Hobson  interviewed  Krebs  again. 
Krebs  was  extremely  cooperative  and  told  Hobson  that  he 
wanted  to  do  whatever  he  could  to  prove  his  innocence.  Once 
again,  Krebs  gave  the  task  force  investigators  permission  to 
search  his  house  and  all  of  his  vehicles.  Krebs  told  Hobson 
that  he  was  willing  to  assist  him  by  viewing  the  crime  scenes 
and  providing  information  on  the  unknown  suspect  based 
on  his  life  as  a  convicted  sex  offender.  Krebs  even  volunteered 
to  provide  a  “profile”  of  their  suspect. 

On  March  24,  investigators,  pursuant  to  a  search  warrant, 
searched  Krebs’  barnhouse,  his  Ford  pickup,  and  his  Dodge 
sedan.  During  the  search  of  Krebs’  Ford  pickup,  investigators 
noticed  that  the  rear  jump  seat  on  the  passenger  side  was 
missing,  and  the  carpet  in  the  jump  seat  area  was  cut  out. 
The  jump  seat  was  later  found  in  a  storage  room  on  the 
bottom  floor  of  the  barnhouse.  The  jump  seat  had  been 
cleaned  up.  Krebs  told  Investigator  Hobson  that  he  removed 
the  jump  seat  and  cut  the  carpet  out  after  spilling  oil  on 
them.  Investigators  sent  the  jump  seat  to  the  State  Depart¬ 
ment  of  justice  Lab  in  Fresno,  CA,  for  further  testing.  There 
was  a  total  of  five  search  warrants  executed  in  connection 
with  this  case. 

From  March  28  to  April  20,  Investigator  Hobson  continued 
to  talk  with  Krebs  and  developed  a  rapport.  Investigator 
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Hobson  talked  Krebs  into  taking  a  polygraph  test  because  he 
was  so  willing  to  clear  his  name.  Krebs  agreed  to  the  poly¬ 
graph  examination  to  verify  all  statements  given  to  investi¬ 
gators.  However,  he  terminated  the  polygraph  examination 
after  being  warned  about  movements  and  taking  deep 
breaths,  claiming  that  the  test  made  him  feel  uncomfortable. 

During  conversation  with  investigators  following  the  poly¬ 
graph,  Krebs  admitted  for  the  first  time  to  being  on  Branch 
Street  and  passing  by  Aundria  Crawford’s  apartment  several 
times  after  he  left  the  Gaslight  Lounge  on  Broad  Street  on 
his  way  to  his  home  in  Davis  Canyon. 

The  Physical  Evidence 

The  California  Department  of  Justice  lab  (DOJ)  advised  the 
San  Luis  Obispo  Police  Department  that  through  DNA  anal¬ 
ysis  it  positively  identified  the  blood  found  on  the  jump  seat 
at  Krebs’  barnhouse  as  the  blood  of  Rachel  Newhouse. 

The  Confrontation 

On  April  21,  Investigator  Hobson  confronted  Krebs  with  the 
DNA  evidence.  Krebs  became  silent  and  asked  Hobson  to 
take  him  back  to  his  cell.  Krebs  invoked  his  right  not  to  talk 
with  Hobson  but  did  not  ask  for  an  attorney. 

On  April  22,  Krebs  was  transported  to  the  San  Luis  Obispo 
Police  Department.  When  Hobson  contacted  him  there  for 
another  interview,  Krebs  confessed  and  provided  Investiga¬ 
tor  Hobson  with  the  details  of  the  kidnapping,  rape,  and 
murder  of  the  two  coeds.  Following  the  lengthy  confessions, 
Krebs  led  Hobson  and  the  other  task  force  investigators  to 
Davis  Canyon,  where  he  pointed  out  the  two  gravesites. 
Krebs  buried  Aundria  Crawford  approximately  30  feet  from 
the  main  door  to  his  barnhouse.  He  buried  Rachel  Newhouse 
up  on  the  side  of  a  hill,  adjacent  to  the  main  road  into  Davis 
Canyon,  approximately  2  miles  from  his  residence  (Figure 
10.20  and  Figure  10.21). 

On  April  23,  1999,  the  two  decomposed  bodies  were  recov¬ 
ered  from  the  4-foot  graves.  Medical  examination  revealed 
that  both  of  the  coeds  died  from  asphyxiation.  Krebs  was 
into  hog-tying  his  victims  with  a  rope  around  their  necks, 
pulling  their  feet  up  into  the  small  of  their  backs. 
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Figure  10.20  Burial  site.  He  brought  the  body  deeper  into  the  woods  where  he 
had  dug  a  4-foot  hole.  He  put  his  victim's  body  in  the  ground  and  then  covered 
her  with  hog  wire,  so  the  animals  would  not  unearth  her  body.  (Courtesy  of 
Assistant  Chief  Investigator  Larry  Hobson,  Office  of  the  District  Attorney,  San 
Luis  Obispo,  CA.) 


Figure  10.21  Second  burial  site.  The  offender  buried  his  second  victim  25  feet 
behind  his  house  in  another  4-foot  grave.  This  time,  he  kept  the  bindings  on  the 
body,  which  allowed  for  an  excellent  reconstruction.  (See  Chapter  2,  "The  Inves¬ 
tigative  Significance  of  Fantasy.")  (Courtesy  of  Assistant  Chief  Investigator  Larry 
Hobson,  Office  of  the  District  Attorney,  San  Luis  Obispo,  CA.) 
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The  Confession 

Krebs’  past  rape  conviction  and  similar  MO  certainly  placed 
him  in  the  position  of  a  possible  suspect.  The  parole  officer’s 
suspicion  about  Krebs  was  instrumental  in  identifying  him 
as  the  obvious  suspect,  when  pursuant  to  his  parole  author¬ 
ity,  he  located  an  item  belonging  to  Crawford  in  Krebs’ 
home.  Krebs  became  their  prime  suspect  after  investigators 
found  a  car  seat  with  blood  on  it  at  his  home.  A  subsequent 
DNA  analysis  of  that  blood  on  the  seat  was  matched  to 
Rachel  Newhouse. 

However,  there  were  a  number  of  missing  pieces  that  only 
the  suspect  could  reveal. 

Investigator  Hobson  from  the  San  Luis  Obispo  District  At¬ 
torney’s  Office  spent  weeks  talking  with  the  suspect,  and 
eventually  got  Krebs  to  admit  to  the  murders.  Krebs  then 
led  the  authorities  to  the  shallow  graves  of  the  two  missing 
women. 


Getting  the  Suspect  to  Talk 

Sometimes,  it  may  take  hours,  days,  or  even  weeks  to  get  someone  to 
confess  to  homicide.  The  purpose  is  to  ask  systematized  questions  in  an 
effort  to  get  to  the  truth.  Investigators  must  have  good  verbal  skills  that 
allow  them  to  easily  engage  in  small  talk  with  a  suspect.  I  recommend 
that  the  detective  present  a  nonjudgmental  attitude  and  demeanor,  even 
when  speaking  of  the  most  heinous  crimes.  The  interviewer  must  train 
himself  or  herself  to  listen  and  appropriately  empathize  with  the  subject. 

You  do  not  start  off  an  interrogation  by  saying,  “Did  you  do  it?”  The 
detective  usually  begins  an  interrogation  by  starting  with  open-ended 
questions  that  specify  the  topic.  Direct  questions  address  the  obvious  facts 
and  establish  the  parameters  of  the  discussion. 

The  interviewer  should  diverge  to  nonadversarial  and  nonthreatening 
subjects  when  the  subject  becomes  uneasy.  The  subject  matter  has  to  be 
legitimate,  as  you  seek  some  sort  of  common  ground  with  the  person  you 
are  interviewing.  It  is  important  to  establish  a  rapport  with  the  suspect 
and  establish  a  level  of  comfort,  because  then  the  interviewer  can  sense 
any  physical  change  or  nonverbal  reaction  from  the  subject,  when  the 
subject  becomes  nervous  or  distressed. 

I  advise  the  interviewer  to  try  to  keep  the  communication  and  dia¬ 
logue  open  and  know  when  to  diverge  or  change  the  direction  of  an 
interview  before  returning  to  what  might  be  threatening  to  the  suspect. 
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The  interviewer  might  make  use  of  probing-type  questions  to  uncover 
reasons,  attitudes,  and  beliefs,  or  encourage  expansion.  Some  examples 
are,  “Oh,”  “I  see,”  “That’s  interesting,”  or  even  silence. 

Or,  try  to  impress  upon  suspects  that  you  can  understand  why  they 
may  have  done  something,  and  provide  them  with  a  facesaving  outlet  or 
rationale.  Encourage  them  to  expand  on  their  statement  and  explanation. 
These  techniques  are  dependent  upon  the  crime  and  situation.  A  good 
interviewer  needs  perseverance  and  stamina  to  continue  this  type  of 
stressful  dialogue  and  must  thoroughly  know  the  facts  and  circumstances 
of  the  case. 

The  use  of  psychology  certainly  plays  an  important  part  in  an  inter¬ 
rogation,  and  there  are  little  tricks  of  the  trade  that  are  effective  in  eliciting 
information  from  someone  who  does  not  want  to  disclose  his  guilt.  Select¬ 
ing  the  appropriate  technique  is  paramount  to  the  success  of  an  interro¬ 
gation.  However,  you  are  not  just  looking  for  a  confession.  You  are 
looking  for  the  truth. 

Investigator  Hobson  had  just  completed  another  in-depth 
interrogation  on  April  21  with  Krebs,  during  which  time 
Hobson  confronted  Krebs  with  the  DNA  evidence.  Krebs 
became  silent  and  then  asked  Hobson  to  take  him  back  to 
his  cell.  Krebs  invoked  his  right  not  to  talk  with  Hobson  but 
did  not  ask  for  an  attorney. 

Investigator  Hobson,  who  spent  4  weeks  talking  to  Krebs  and 
attempting  to  convince  him  to  tell  the  truth,  got  to  know  his 
subject  extremely  well.  When  Krebs  told  Hobson  he  did  not 
want  to  talk,  Hobson  realized  that  he  was  in  a  precarious 
legal  position.  If  he  pushed  Krebs  too  hard,  like  some  of  the 
task  force  members  and  their  commander  suggested,  Krebs 
might  ask  for  an  attorney,  and  then  there  would  not  be  a 
second  opportunity  to  talk  to  him.  Hobson  “read”  his  subject 
properly,  and  he  strategically  backed  off. 

Hobson  decided  to  give  Krebs  some  time  to  think  about  it. 

Hobson  said  to  Krebs,  “Is  it  OK  if  I  talk  to  you  tomorrow?” 

Krebs  stated,  “Yes.”  When  the  suspect  asked  Investigator  Hob¬ 
son  if  he  could  get  some  cigarettes  and  if  they  could  drive 
around  a  bit  before  returning  him  to  the  county  jail,  Hobson 
agreed,  thinking  a  change  of  venue  might  be  a  good  tactic. 

As  they  drove,  Krebs  smoked  some  cigarettes  and  cried,  as 
he  considered  whether  or  not  to  confess.  Yet,  he  did  not  offer 
the  investigator  any  information. 
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Hobson’s  technique  of  providing  the  suspect  with  a  little 
room  was  an  excellent  strategy.  Hobson  did  not  try  to  “push” 
Krebs.  He  let  the  suspect  think  it  out. 

When  Hobson  returned  to  the  county  jail  the  next  day,  Krebs 
decided  to  confess.  That  car  ride  may  have  been  critical  in 
getting  Krebs  to  confess.  Later  that  day,  Krebs  led  the  police 
to  two  4-foot-deep  graves. 

Rachel  Newhouse 

Krebs  told  Hobson  that  he  was  drinking  at  three  different 
bars  in  San  Luis  Obispo  and  was  driving  his  Ford  Ranger 
pickup  when  he  spotted  Rachel,  who  he  said  was  intoxicated, 
walking  home  from  Tortilla  Flats  near  the  train  station.  He 
figured  that  she  would  walk  on  the  bridge.  He  parked  his 
truck  and  waited  for  her  at  the  top. 

As  they  crossed  paths,  Krebs  punched  her  in  the  jaw  and 
knocked  her  against  a  rail.  When  she  screamed,  Krebs  picked 
her  up  and  threw  her  down  and  knocked  her  unconscious 
by  slamming  her  head  into  the  concrete.  The  victim  was 
bleeding  heavily  due  to  the  head  wound.  There  was  a  large 
amount  of  blood  left  at  this  location.  In  fact,  because  it  was 
a  biohazard,  someone  called  to  have  the  blood  washed.  This 
was  done  before  the  police  knew  about  the  missing  coed. 

Krebs  then  carried  the  bleeding  woman  down  to  his  truck, 
which  was  parked  in  the  parking  lot,  and  threw  her  onto  the 
back  jump  seat.  He  reached  up  her  dress  and  ripped  her 
panties  off  and  stuffed  them  in  her  mouth.  He  then  drove 
to  another  isolated  area,  where  he  tied  her  up  before  heading 
out  to  Davis  Canyon,  which  was  12  to  15  miles  away.  During 
the  ride,  the  victim  managed  to  get  the  panties  out  of  her 
mouth  but  could  not  get  untied.  She  yelled  at  him  to  let  her 
go,  but  no  one  would  have  heard  her.  He  took  her  in  his 
truck  to  an  abandoned  house  that  he  was  familiar  with  that 
was  near  his  home.  He  cut  her  clothes  off  with  his  knife. 

He  raped  the  woman  at  this  abandoned  A-frame,  which  was 
near  where  he  lived.  He  hog-tied  Rachel  and  left  her  in  the 
A-frame.  Krebs  told  Hobson  that  he  went  home  for  a  drink 
of  Jack  Daniels  and  returned  about  10  or  15  minutes  later.  He 
stated,  “When  I  went  in  she  was  dead.”  Krebs  told  the  detective 
that  he  intended  to  let  Newhouse  go,  but  the  ropes  strangled 
her  when  she  struggled  to  get  free.  The  next  day,  he  took  her 
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body  to  another  rural  area,  where  he  dug  a  4-foot  grave.  He 
covered  the  body  with  plastic  and  placed  hog- wire  over  the 
corpse  so  that  animals  would  not  be  able  to  dig  her  up. 

Aundria  Crawford 

Krebs  admitted  stalking  Aundria  Crawford  for  several  days 
after  seeing  her  in  her  driveway.  He  watched  her  from  a 
garage  behind  her  apartment  with  binoculars.  He  also 
climbed  up  onto  her  roof  two  or  three  times  and  watched 
her  in  her  bedroom.  He  told  Hobson  that  he  felt  more  con¬ 
fident  after  getting  away  with  the  Newhouse  kidnapping  and 
felt  the  urge  to  rape  again.  He  planned  the  attack  based  on 
his  neighbor’s  absence.  He  entered  the  duplex  in  the  early 
morning  hours  at  approximately  4:00  a.m. 

He  gained  access  to  her  by  crawling  into  Crawford’s  apart¬ 
ment  through  a  small  transom  window  in  the  bathroom.  He 
was  wearing  a  nylon  stocking  mask.  He  stated  that  he  made 
some  noise  getting  into  the  bathroom.  When  the  victim 
opened  the  door  and  confronted  him  in  her  apartment,  he 
punched  her  in  the  mouth,  and  then  with  more  blows, 
knocked  her  unconscious  by  banging  her  head  onto  the  floor. 

This  time,  he  brought  his  “kit.”  Krebs  tied  her  up  and  went 
to  the  bedroom,  where  he  got  a  pillowcase  and  placed  it  over 
her  head.  He  told  Hobson  that  he  decided  he  wanted  to  keep 
this  victim  for  3  or  4  days,  so  he  took  three  sets  of  clothing 
with  him  when  he  left  the  house.  He  used  the  victim’s  keys 
to  lock  the  house,  hoping  no  one  would  notice  her  missing. 
He  later  threw  the  keys  into  the  hills  around  his  house  but 
kept  the  eight-ball  as  a  trophy.  The  police  located  the  victim’s 
keys  when  Krebs  pointed  out  the  grave  sites. 

He  also  told  the  investigator  that  he  took  the  TV,  VCR,  and 
tapes  to  throw  the  authorities  off  by  making  it  look  like  a 
burglary.  He  told  Hobson  he  could  not  even  use  these  appli¬ 
ances,  because  he  did  not  have  regular  electricity.  His  barn- 
house  used  battery  power.  He  stated  he  threw  the  items  out 
along  the  road.  Later,  police  found  and  recovered  this  evidence. 

Krebs  then  took  his  bound  victim  out  to  Davis  Canyon  in  his 
truck  to  the  same  abandoned  building  near  his  home  where 
he  had  raped  and  sodomized  and  strangled  Rachel.  Krebs 
raped  and  sodomized  Aundria  on  the  sofa  at  this  location.  He 
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then  hog-tied  her  and  gagged  her  and  went  back  to  his  place 
to  wait  until  his  neighbor’s  daughter  went  to  work.  He  told 
Hobson  he  pretended  to  be  cutting  wood.  Once  the  coast  was 
clear,  Krebs  drove  out  to  the  A-frame  and  retrieved  his  victim. 

He  brought  her  back  to  the  barnhouse,  where  he  raped  her  a 
second  time  in  the  bedroom.  Krebs  then  put  her  on  a  bed  and 
shut  the  door.  Her  mouth  was  taped  shut,  and  a  pillowcase 
was  placed  over  her  head.  Her  hands  and  feet  were  bound. 

After  putting  Crawford  in  the  bedroom,  Krebs  said  that  he 
passed  out  on  the  couch.  Krebs  told  Hobson  that  while  he 
was  sleeping,  he  heard  a  noise.  When  he  looked  toward  the 
bedroom,  he  saw  the  victim  standing  in  the  doorway.  Craw¬ 
ford  was  untied  and  managed  to  get  dressed  with  one  of  the 
outfits  that  Krebs  had  taken  from  her  apartment.  Krebs  stat¬ 
ed  that  she  began  to  walk  out  of  the  bedroom. 

Krebs  said  that  he  became  frightened  when  he  saw  Crawford 
looking  at  him.  Krebs  stated  that  the  victim  screamed  and 
tried  to  escape,  but  he  overpowered  her  and  dragged  her  into 
the  living  room,  where  he  raped  and  anally  sodomized  her 
on  the  couch.  Krebs  told  Hobson  that  he  had  no  intention 
of  killing  her  before  then,  but  now  she  had  seen  him. 

Krebs  stated  that  he  knew  what  he  had  to  do.  He  stated  that 
he  placed  a  blindfold  over  her  eyes  and  killed  her  by  stran¬ 
gling  her  with  a  rope.  He  then  buried  her  bound  body  23 
feet  from  his  home  in  a  shallow  grave. 

Disposition 

Krebs  was  found  guilty  on  all  counts,  including  all  special 
circumstances.  The  same  jury  heard  the  penalty  phase  of  the 
trial  to  determine  the  sentence  for  him. 

On  May  11,2001,  the  j ury  voted  for  the  death  penalty  in  lieu 
of  life  in  prison  without  the  possibility  of  parole. 

On  luly  20,  2001,  Judge  Barry  T.  LaBarbera  sentenced  Krebs 
to  die  in  the  State  Prison  at  San  Quenton.  (See  “Prosecution 
Presentation  of  Fantasy  Evidence”  section  in  Chapter  2.) 

Case  History  —  Serial  Murder  Case,  Connecticut:  Michael  Ross 
—  Serial  Killer 

In  Chapter  12, 1  present  an  example  of  the  classic  organized 
offender,  named  Michael  Ross.  Michael  Ross  was  a  serial 
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killer  operating  in  the  Northern  Connecticut  area.  He  was  a 
model  student  in  high  school  and  was  a  graduate  of  Cornell 
University  in  New  York  State.  At  the  time  of  his  arrest,  he 
was  working  as  an  insurance  salesman  and  traveled  his  route 
in  a  blue  Toyota.  He  killed  a  total  of  six  young  women,  mostly 
teenagers,  over  a  period  of  2  years.  He  was  extremely  effective 
in  avoiding  apprehension,  and  the  authorities  did  not  realize 
a  serial  killer  was  responsible  for  the  deaths  because  some  of 
them  were  listed  as  missing  persons.  However,  Ross  was  sub¬ 
sequently  identified  as  a  suspect  in  an  abduction  of  a  17- 
year-old  whose  body  was  recovered.  The  troopers  were  ques¬ 
tioning  Ross  regarding  his  car,  which  had  been  seen  during 
the  abduction.  During  the  course  of  their  interview  with  the 
suspect,  the  two  state  troopers  suddenly  realized  they  were 
dealing  with  a  serial  killer.  The  two  trooper  investigators  were 
able  to  convince  the  suspect  to  confess. 

The  Confession 

The  taped  confession  of  Michael  Bruce  Ross  was  absolutely 
amazing.  Ross  discussed  his  killings  in  a  matter-of-fact  way. 
As  you  listen  to  the  tone  of  his  voice  and  his  cavalier  attitude, 
you  recognize  that  this  Ivy  Leaguer  has  no  remorse.  His  thinly 
veiled  attempt  to  express  regret  is  more  of  a  complaint  about 
how  it  was  the  victim’s  fault.  He  acted  as  if  he  were  “center 
stage.”  In  fact,  he  gave  himself  his  own  Miranda  rights,  as  he 
read  them  from  a  sheet  of  paper  into  the  tape  recorder.  Before 
talking,  he  complimented  the  detectives  on  their  expertise. 
The  tape  started  off  with  Ross  reading  his  rights.  The  trooper 
asked  Ross  if  he  was  willing  to  talk  to  them  about  the  case. 
Ross  responded,  “But  I  can  stop  anytime  I  want,  Right?”  The 
trooper  responded,  “That  is  correct.”  Ross  responded,  “Boy, 
you  guys  are  pretty  good. .  .you  really  got  this  thing  down. . 

Ross  then  went  on  to  describe  the  murder  of  Wendy  and  how 
he  spotted  her  walking  along  Route  12.  Ross  talked  about  what 
was  in  the  newspapers  and  then  corrected  the  newspaper  er¬ 
rors.  He  told  the  trooper  that  he  parked  his  car  and  approached 
the  victim  and  began  talking.  When  the  trooper  asked  Ross 
what  happened,  Ross  stated  in  a  sarcastic  tone,  “Let’s  just  say 
things  started  to  deteriorate.”  He  explained  how  he  dragged 
Wendy  into  the  woods  and  that  she  fought  and  screamed.  Ross 
then  added,  “I  didn’t  have  a  weapon  or  a  knife  or  anything.” 

He  then  stated  that  he  raped  her  and  that  he  was  scared 
because  he  knew  she  would  report  it,  so  he  killed  her.  He 
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stated,  “I  knew  you  guys  would  be  looking  for  her,  so  I  buried 
her  body  in  the  stone  wall.”  He  then  matter-of-factly  added, 
“It  was  a  dumb  thing  to  do.”  He  told  the  trooper  that  he  saw 
her  clothes,  so  he  picked  them  up  and  later  threw  them  into 
the  river.  He  talked  about  walking  through  the  pasture  so 
that  no  one  would  see  him  as  he  returned  to  his  car. 

Trooper-Investigators  Mike  Malchik  and  Frank  Griffin  did 
an  excellent  job  of  letting  Ross  run  the  interview.  They  de¬ 
ferred  to  him  and  let  him  decide  which  case  he  would  discuss. 
They  did  not  “push”  him  or  criticize  his  attitude.  Instead, 
they  let  this  psychopath  bury  himself  with  his  own  words. 
This  would  become  a  crucial  factor  later,  when  the  defense 
attempted  to  portray  the  troopers  as  aggressive  and  to  prove 
that  the  confession  was  coerced  from  his  client.  The  truth  of 
the  matter  was  that  this  confession  was  the  lynchpin  of  the 
State’s  case. 

Following  his  confession  to  the  murder  of  Wendy,  Ross  led 
the  detectives  to  the  crime  scene  and  pointed  out  where  he 
buried  the  body  and  where  he  disposed  of  the  evidence.  The 
detectives  brought  along  a  state  police  crime  photographer 
to  document  this  cooperation  on  the  part  of  the  suspect, 
which  also  became  evidence  in  the  trial. 

They  then  returned  from  the  crime  scene  to  discuss  the 
murders  of  Tammy  and  Debbie.  This  interview  was  taped  as 
well,  and  before  they  began,  Trooper  Malchik  stated  on  the 
tape,  “I’m  going  to  have  Michael  read  his  rights.”  This  was  a 
smart  tactic  on  the  part  of  Trooper  Malchik.  He  used  the 
suspect’s  first  name  as  though  they  were  partners  in  this 
investigation.  It  also  illustrated  that  the  statement  was  not 
only  voluntary  but  that  the  suspect  knew  his  rights  and 
seemingly  enjoyed  his  “status”  as  suspect. 

The  troopers,  who  were  aware  of  his  break  up  with  his  fiance 
shortly  before  the  murders  began,  as  well  as  his  hate  for  his 
mother,  asked  him,  “Do  you  want  to  start  with  the  breaking 
up  of  your  engagement  and  the  divorce  of  your  mother  and 
father?”  Ross  replied  in  a  whiny  voice,  “Do  we  have  to  talk 
about  that?”  The  trooper  then  stated,  “Would  you  rather  not?” 

This  was  clever.  It  allowed  the  suspect  to  choose  the  direction 
of  the  interview  and  make  him  think  that  he  had  control  of 
what  he  was  going  to  talk  about. 


570 


Sex-Related  Homicide  and  Death  Investigation 


Figure  10.22  Suspect  at  crime  scene.  In  this  series  of  contact  photos,  we  see 
Michael  Ross  reenacting  the  event  for  the  detectives,  who  are  documenting  his 
cooperation.  This  series  of  photos  proved  quite  convincing  to  the  jury,  when  the 
defense  tried  to  suggest  that  the  trooper  investigators  coerced  his  confession  and 
cooperation  in  locating  the  additional  bodies  of  his  victims.  (Courtesy  of  Major 
Frank  Griffin,  Connecticut  State  Police.) 

Ross  then  stated,  “Let’s  get  to  the  big  bear.  All  right?”  Then, 
he  stated  on  the  tape,  “O.K.  guys,  here  goes.”  In  the  opinion 
of  the  author,  you  could  not  ask  for  a  more  perfect  example 
of  a  voluntary  confession.  In  fact,  during  the  taping,  Ross  is 
heard  joking  with  the  detectives. 

When  they  discussed  going  out  to  the  crime  scene  where 
Ross  buried  Tammy’s  body,  Ross  said,  “Let’s  not  take  50 
million  pictures  like  we  did  today.”  He  was  referring  to  the 
photos  that  were  taken  earlier  in  the  day  regarding  the  mur¬ 
der  of  Wendy  (Figure  10.22). 

In  the  taped  confession  regarding  Debbie,  Ross  told  the 
troopers  that  he  and  the  victim  were  “making  out  and  that 
she  (the  victim)  was  really  into  it.”  Ross  then  stated,  “She 
decided  she  didn’t  want  to  go  any  further.”  He  said  that 
Debbie  slapped  him.  He  then  discussed  killing  her  and  taking 
her  body  to  a  location  where  he  did  not  think  she  would  be 
found.  He  made  reference  to  the  story  in  the  newspaper  of 
how  her  body  was  discovered  by  deer  hunters.  This  certainly 
indicated  that  he  was  following  the  progress  of  the  investi¬ 
gation  by  reading  the  newspaper. 

As  he  confessed  to  the  homicide  of  his  third  victim,  named 
Robin,  he  told  the  detectives  while  the  tape  played,  “I  have 
got  a  definite  M.O.  Don’t  I?”  He  stated  that  when  he  raped 
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her,  “She  was  quite  into  it.”  He  then  laughed.  When  the 
investigators  asked  him  if  he  had  done  anything  to  her  body 
after  she  was  dead,  Ross  stated,  “I  have  never  raped  a  dead 
girl  yet.”  He  laughed  again. 

Ross  got  a  little  testy  with  one  of  the  troopers  when  the 
trooper  asked  him,  “How  come  you  can’t  be  sure  of  how  you 
killed  her?”  Ross  responded  in  an  angry  voice,  “I  killed  her 
all  right?  What  the  hell  difference  does  it  make  how  I  killed 
her.  I’m  responsible.  I’m  the  one  who’s  going  to  pay.”  And 
then  his  voice  got  real  low  as  if  he  felt  remorse. 

This  little  outburst  was  excellent  for  the  purposes  of  the  court 
presentation.  Malchik  and  Griffin  immediately  backed  away 
from  pushing  Ross  on  the  details  of  how  he  killed  and  let 
Ross  continue  with  the  next  case. 

He  explained  how  he  picked  up  April  and  Leslie  as  they  were 
hitchhiking.  He  confessed  to  raping  April  and  killing  both 
of  the  girls  by  strangling  them.  He  discussed  how  he  drove 
their  bodies  to  a  secluded  area  and  admitted  going  back  to 
this  burial  site  on  occasion,  “just  to  think.”  When  asked  why 
he  killed  the  two  young  girls,  Ross  stated,  “You’re  already  in 
so  far  you  may  as  well  go  all  the  way.”  At  one  point,  the  tape 
ran  out  as  Ross  was  confessing  to  the  detectives.  They  had 
to  stop  the  interview  and  put  in  a  new  tape.  Ross  is  heard 
on  the  recorder  stating,  “You  want  me  to  repeat  some  of  that 
stuff  so  you  get  it  in?” 


Opinion 

In  my  opinion  as  an  expert  in  homicide  investigation,  I  believe  that 
Trooper  Mike  Malchik,  now  retired,  and  Trooper  Frank  Griffin,  now  a 
Major  with  the  Connecticut  State  Police,  and  Assistant  Chief  Investigator 
Larry  Hobson  of  the  San  Luis  Obispo  District  Attorney’s  Office  performed 
remarkably  by  obtaining  confessions  in  the  Michael  Ross  and  the  Rex 
Krebs  cases.  Serial  killers  usually  do  not  disclose  or  confess  unless  they 
see  a  benefit  for  themselves. 

It  was  apparent  that  the  interviewers  took  their  time  and  exercised 
extreme  patience  under  tremendous  pressure  from  within  and  outside 
their  organization  to  resolve  these  high-profile  cases. 

In  fact,  these  two  cases  stand  out  as  excellent  examples  of  professional 
interrogation  techniques  that  not  only  resulted  in  confessions  but  because 
recovering  their  bodies  also  provided  closure  to  the  families  of  the  missing 
victims. 
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Conclusion 


The  criminal  investigator  confronted  with  a  sex-related  homicide  inves¬ 
tigation  should  first  address  the  basic  crime  scene  techniques  as  outlined 
in  this  text.  He  or  she  should  concentrate  on  the  total  documentation  and 
preservation  of  the  scene,  including  those  factors  that  suggest  the  possible 
psychodynamics  of  the  event. 

Remember,  there  are  four  classifications  of  sex- related  homicides: 

1.  Interpersonal  violence-oriented  disputes  and  assaults 

2.  Rape-  and  sodomy-oriented  assaults 

3.  Deviant-oriented  assaults  —  the  lust  murder 

4.  The  serial  murder 

I  presented  them  in  this  text  in  the  order  of  their  frequency  of  occur¬ 
rence.  Start  your  investigation  with  an  eye  toward  an  interpersonal  vio¬ 
lence  scenario,  and  then  work  your  way  through  the  other  options. 
Specific  law  enforcement  strategies  can  be  applied  to  the  investigation 
upon  identification  of  the  motive. 

An  example  would  be  computer  analysis  of  similar  offenses,  a  request 
for  a  criminal  personality  profile  through  VI-CAP,  utilization  of  a  state¬ 
wide  or  regional  information  system,  or  simply  a  recanvass  of  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  within  which  the  crime  took  place.  Remember  that  within  each 
of  the  categories,  there  exist  elements  of  human  behavior,  human  sexu¬ 
ality,  and  possible  sexual  deviance.  In  any  event,  there  are  no  simple  clues, 
solutions,  or  explanations  that  account  for  the  logic  of  a  person  who 
commits  a  sex-related  homicide. 

Just  remember:  things  are  not  always  what  they  appear  to  be. 
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Sex-Related  Child 
Homicides  and  Child 
Abduction  Cases* * 


Introduction 


Children  are  our  most  precious  gift  in  society,  and  all  decent  parents 
realize  their  responsibility  in  raising  and  protecting  their  children  from 
harm.  There  is  nothing  more  disturbing  to  an  investigator  than  the  mur¬ 
der  of  a  child.  This  is  especially  true  when  the  murder  is  a  sex-related 
event.  Sadly,  many  children  become  victims  of  sex-related  homicides 
perpetrated  by  the  persons  who  are  supposed  to  protect  them  from  evil. 

Relatives  and  friends  and  sometimes  even  parents  may  have  perpe¬ 
trated  the  crime.  Each  case  becomes  an  emotional  roller  coaster  from  the 
moment  you  receive  the  official  report  of  the  homicide.  It  continues  as 
you  attempt  to  empathically  make  the  death  notification  to  the  parents, 
as  you  conduct  the  investigation,  as  you  interrogate  the  suspect,  and  as 
you  go  through  the  court  process. 

Case  History 

Police  received  a  report  of  a  missing  7-year-old  black  female. 

She  reportedly  went  missing  from  school.  Her  mother  came 


*  Author’s  note:  This  chapter  as  it  relates  to  child  abduction  was  coauthored  with  Inves¬ 
tigator  Marvin  Skeen  of  the  Washington  State  Attorney  General's  Office,  who  participated 
in  a  3-year  nationwide  study  into  child  abductions.  The  research  and  evaluation  of  the  data 
on  these  events  resulted  in  the  publication  of  the  Case  Management  for  Missing  Children 
Homicide  Investigation  Executive  Summary,  Office  of  the  Attorney  General,  State  of 
Washington,  1997. 
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home  from  work  at  about  5:00  p.m.  She  realized  that  her 
daughter  was  missing  and  called  her  sister,  who  lived  in  the 
same  building,  to  inquire  whether  or  not  her  daughter  was 
with  her.  The  mother,  who  was  extremely  upset,  immediately 
called  9-1-1  to  make  the  report.  However,  by  the  time  she 
called  the  police,  school  had  been  dismissed  for  the  day. 

This  case  took  place  in  the  South  Bronx  in  New  York  City.  I 
was  the  commander  of  a  homicide  unit  that  was  assigned 
early  on  to  assist  the  local  precinct  detectives  with  this  case. 
Our  policy  in  homicide  was  to  immediately  assign  homicide 
detectives  to  work  along  with  local  precinct  detectives  on  any 
missing  person’s  case  involving  children.  The  first  thing  we 
did  was  contact  the  school  authorities  to  gain  access  to  the 
little  girl’s  teacher  and  anyone  else  at  the  school  who  would 
have  had  contact  with  the  victim.  Uniformed  officers  were 
detailed  to  conduct  canvasses  around  the  school  and  the 
neighborhood  where  she  lived. 

She  lived  with  her  mother  in  an  apartment  on  the  second 
floor  in  a  six-story  apartment  house  in  an  area  that  was 
considered  a  high-crime  location.  This  was  a  tough  neigh¬ 
borhood,  and  the  fact  that  a  7-year-old  female  was  reported 
missing  certainly  was  cause  for  concern.  Even  though  we 
were  advised  that  she  was  missing  from  school,  I  directed 
my  detectives  to  thoroughly  search  the  building,  the  base¬ 
ment,  the  roof,  and  the  alleyway  as  well  as  the  garbage  areas. 
I  also  wanted  the  roofs,  basements,  and  alleyways  of  the 
enjoining  building  searched,  because  it  would  be  easy  to  hide 
the  small  body  of  a  little  girl  in  these  locations. 

In  the  meantime,  we  learned  from  the  school  officials  that 
the  little  girl  had  been  in  school  and  was  seen  leaving  the 
school  with  the  other  children.  These  other  children  were 
identified,  located,  and  interviewed  by  the  precinct  detectives. 

At  about  6:15  p.m.,  detectives  located  the  nude  body  of  the 
missing  7-year-old  wrapped  in  a  garbage  bag  and  placed  in 
an  incinerator  closet  on  the  fifth  floor  of  the  apartment 
building. 

Years  ago,  before  environmental  considerations,  garbage 
would  be  burned  in  large  incinerators  that  were  located  in 
the  basements  of  these  high-rise  buildings.  The  ashes  would 
then  be  placed  in  numerous  garbage  cans  for  pickup  by  the 
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Department  of  Sanitation.  To  facilitate  garbage  disposal, 
there  were  metal  deposit  shoots  on  each  floor,  built  into  the 
wall  inside  of  a  closet-like  area. 

The  residents  could  take  their  garbage  to  this  incinerator 
closet,  open  the  door,  and  place  the  garbage  into  the  shoot, 
which  would  go  directly  into  the  incinerator.  The  opening 
was  just  large  enough  to  accommodate  bag-size  garbage.  The 
incinerator  shoots  were  reconverted  into  collecting  shoots, 
and  the  garbage,  instead  of  going  into  an  incinerator,  would 
go  into  a  trash  compacter.  Larger  items  were  placed  in  the 
closet  for  pickup  by  the  janitor  or  superintendent. 

As  soon  as  I  was  notified  that  the  little  girl’s  body  was  found, 
I  directed  that  the  entire  floor  be  sealed  off  and  a  crime  scene 
established,  ft  was  apparent  that  the  little  girl  had  been  sex¬ 
ually  assaulted,  and  it  was  obvious  that  whoever  did  it  lived 
in  the  building.  I  advised  the  mother  that  we  had  found  her 
daughter  and  that  she  had  been  killed.  The  poor  woman 
became  hysterical,  and  I  requested  an  ambulance  for  her,  as 
her  sister,  who  was  with  her,  attempted  to  console  her. 

I  mentioned  that  this  was  a  tough  neighborhood  in  a  high- 
crime  area,  and  usually  the  residents  were  less  than  forth¬ 
coming  in  responding  to  police  canvasses.  However,  even  in 
a  tough  neighborhood  like  this,  when  a  child  is  murdered, 
“tongues  loosen.” 

I  decided  to  use  this  dynamic  by  assigning  my  detectives  into 
two-person  teams,  with  the  following  orders.  I  told  them,  “Go 
back  and  knock  on  every  door  of  every  resident  and  invite 
yourself  into  their  apartments  and  tell  them  that  the  little  girl’s 
nude  body  was  just  found  in  their  building  and  see  what  their 
reaction  is.”  This  tactic  was  obviously  a  “fishing  expedition.” 
I  was  hoping  that  one  of  the  detective  teams  would  get  some 
sort  of  nonverbal  reaction  from  one  of  these  residents  that 
would  give  us  some  direction.  Most  of  the  persons  interviewed 
generally  provided  whatever  they  could.  Some  statements 
were:  “That  poor  little  thing,  I  knew  this  neighborhood  was 
bad,  but  this  is  unacceptable.”  “I  used  to  see  that  little  girl 
come  home  from  school  every  day.  I  can’t  believe  she  dead.” 
“That’s  it.  I’m  moving  my  family  out  of  here.”  Those  kinds  of 
statements  were  understandable  given  the  circumstances. 

When  one  of  the  teams  knocked  on  an  apartment  door  on 
the  fourth  floor,  a  black  male  about  18  years  old  opened  the 
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door  with  the  security  chain  in  place.  The  detectives  thought 
this  a  little  odd  because  they  were  the  police.  What  was  he 
afraid  of?  Why  was  he  concerned  about  opening  the  door? 
When  the  detectives  asked  if  they  could  come  into  the  apart¬ 
ment,  he  suddenly  stated  in  a  loud  voice  that  his  mother  did 
not  allow  him  to  let  strangers  into  the  apartment.  His  be¬ 
havior  was  out  of  sync.  When  they  asked  him  where  his 
mother  was,  he  stated,  “She’s  with  her  sister.”  When  they 
asked  him  who  the  sister  was,  he  stated,  “She’s  the  mother 
of  the  dead  little  girl.”  At  this  point,  they  tactically  backed 
away.  One  of  the  detectives  remained  in  the  hallway,  and  the 
other  advised  me  of  this  strange  encounter.  I  told  the  detec¬ 
tive  to  make  sure  he  did  not  leave  the  apartment. 

I  decided  to  approach  the  mother  of  this  individual,  who 
was  consoling  her  sister,  and  asked  her  if  we  could  look  in 
her  apartment.  I  told  her  that  as  part  of  the  investigation, 
we  were  going  from  apartment  to  apartment.  I  then  told  her 
what  transpired  between  her  son  and  my  detectives.  She 
stated,  “I  did  tell  him  I  did  not  want  anyone  in  my  apartment 
when  I’m  not  there,  but  I  didn’t  mean  the  police.  I  meant 
his  rowdy  friends.”  She  was  raring  to  go  to  the  apartment. 
But  I  stopped  her  and  said,  “Technically  we  cannot  enter 
anyone’s  apartment  unless  we  have  permission  in  writing.” 
I  did  this  just  in  case  we  did  discover  something.  I  wouldn’t 
want  to  lose  evidence  because  of  a  Constitutional  issue.”  I 
advised  her  of  her  right  not  to  have  the  police  enter  her 
apartment,  fully  realizing  that  she  was  not  about  to  refuse 
us  permission.  After  all,  she  was  the  aunt  of  the  deceased  and 
the  sister  of  the  deceased’s  mother.  How  could  she  refuse? 

She  insisted  on  leading  us  back  to  the  apartment.  She  led  the 
way  as  my  detectives  and  I  followed.  She  went  up  the  door 
and  shouted  to  her  son,  “Open  this  door!”  “Why  didn’t  you 
let  these  police  officers  in?”  The  son  started  backing  up  as 
she  got  in  his  face,  and  we  followed  her  into  the  apartment. 
That  was  when  we  saw  it. 

On  the  kitchen  counter  were  black  garbage  bags,  just  like  the 
ones  the  little  girl’s  body  was  wrapped  in.  I  said  to  my  de¬ 
tectives,  “Now  I  know  how  a  dog  feels  when  he’s  chasing  a 
car  and  the  car  suddenly  stops,  Now  what!”  As  I  was  standing 
there,  I  heard  the  woman  yell  at  her  son.  “Have  you  been 
messing  on  my  bed?”  The  son  responded,  “No,  momma.  No, 
momma.”  She  said,  “Were  you  in  my  room?”  “What  were 
you  doing  on  my  bed?” 
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Now,  the  bed  looked  fine  to  my  detectives  and  me  but  not 
to  the  mom.  As  she  was  yelling  at  her  son,  I  went  over  to  the 
bed  and  pulled  the  covers  back.  On  the  sheet  was  fresh  blood. 

This  blood  turned  out  to  be  from  the  little  girl,  who  was 
sexually  assaulted  on  this  bed  by  the  woman’s  son  and  then 
strangled  to  death. 

The  mother  looked  at  the  blood,  looked  at  her  son,  and 
realized  what  happened.  She  went  after  him  and  began  beat¬ 
ing  him.  We  had  to  restrain  her,  but  not  until  she  got  him 
to  admit  what  he  had  done. 

Interestingly,  when  this  case  went  to  court,  the  defense  at¬ 
torney  attempted  to  get  the  evidence  thrown  out  on  a  Fourth 
Amendment  issue.  The  mother  of  the  defendant  convenient¬ 
ly  forgot  that  she  gave  us  permission  to  come  into  her  apart¬ 
ment  that  evening.  It  was  an  astute  tactic,  getting  her  to  give 
us  written  documentation  of  her  consent  to  enter  the  apart¬ 
ment.  It  effectively  refuted  the  defense  claims  that  we  violated 
the  subject’s  Constitutional  rights  (Author’s  files). 


Homosexual  Pedophile  Murder 

The  sex- related  murder  of  children  can  be  heterosexually  or  homosexually 
oriented.  The  offenders,  many  times,  are  related  to  or  are  familiar  with 
the  victim.  In  an  Opinion  article  written  by  a  reporter  who  challenged 
the  liberal  media  for  avoiding  this  news  report  in  order  not  to  offend  gay 
political  interest  groups,  the  facts  of  the  case  were  presented. 

The  victim,  who  was  acquainted  with  his  attacker,  was  a  13 -year- old 
boy.  He  died  at  the  hands  of  two  men  who  raped  and  murdered  the  boy 
during  a  homosexual  torture  session.  The  young  boy  was  at  the  home  of 
a  family  friend  who  is  homosexual.  The  family  friend  and  the  friend’s  gay 
lover  gave  the  boy  a  strong  sedative  to  knock  him  out.  The  boy  was  then 
restrained,  while  his  own  underwear  was  stuffed  into  his  mouth  and  held 
in  place  with  duct  tape.  They  then  positioned  the  boy’s  naked  body  face 
down,  and  he  was  repeatedly  raped  and  sodomized  over  a  period  of  hours. 
The  assault  included  the  use  of  objects,  which  were  seized  by  the  police. 
The  victim  slowly  suffocated  and  died  as  a  result  of  this  atrocious  act. 

Police  gathered  evidence  from  the  men’s  apartment  that  included 
lurid  drawings  showing  a  bound  person,  written  descriptions  of  a  homo¬ 
sexual  assault,  and  pieces  of  paper  describing  objects  with  which  the 
13-year-old  victim  was  sodomized. 
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Figure  11.1  Pedophile  murder.  This  little  boy's  frozen  body  was  recovered  in 
an  abandoned  building  in  the  Bronx,  NY.  He  was  reported  missing  2  days  earlier 
and  was  the  subject  of  an  intense  search.  His  body  was  found  during  the  search 
of  a  group  of  abandoned  buildings  about  a  block  away  from  where  he  lived.  He 
had  been  anally  sodomized  by  a  pedophile  vagrant,  who  used  the  building  as  a 
home.  The  vagrant,  who  had  a  criminal  record  as  a  sex  offender  as  well  as  a 
psychiatric  record,  spotted  the  youngster  as  he  walked  past  the  building.  He 
dragged  the  boy  into  the  building,  where  he  sexually  assaulted  him  and  then 
stabbed  him  in  his  back.  The  offender  used  the  boy's  scarf  as  a  ligature  around 
the  boy's  neck  to  restrain  him. 

In  the  article,  the  reporter  indicated  that  the  defense  was  going  to 
argue  that  the  “outnumbered,  overpowered,  overdosed  and  strapped  13- 
year-old  victim  was  a  willing  and  consenting  participant  in  this  sexual 
torture”  (Malkin,  2001)  (Figure  11.1). 


Missing  Person  Reports  Involving  Children 

Any  Missing  Report  of  a  child  is  a  serious  incident.  Sadly,  many  of  these 
children  become  homicide  victims.  On  January  9,  2002,  13-year-old  Ash¬ 
ley  Pond  was  reported  missing  by  her  mother  in  Oregon  City,  OR.  She 
was  last  seen  eating  breakfast  with  her  sister  before  getting  ready  to  walk 
about  8  minutes  to  a  bus  stop  to  go  to  school.  On  March  8,  2002,  Ashley’s 
friend,  Miranda  Gaddis,  was  reported  missing  by  her  mother,  who  last 
saw  her  eating  breakfast  before  she  went  to  school. 
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The  two  seventh-graders  lived  in  the  same  apartment  complex  in  Oregon 
City.  The  police  initiated  a  major  case  investigation  into  both  of  these  cases, 
and  early  on,  it  was  assumed  that  the  killer  might  have  known  the  girls  prior 
to  their  abduction.  During  the  course  of  the  investigation,  police  received 
thousands  of  tips  but  were  unable  to  locate  the  girls  or  develop  a  suspect. 

On  August  13,  2002,  a  39-year-old  single  father,  identified  as  Ward 
Weaver,  was  charged  with  raping  his  19-year-old  son’s  girlfriend.  The  son 
told  authorities  that  his  father  confessed  to  the  murder  of  the  two  missing 
13-year-olds  (Massarella,  2002).  The  rape  suspect  lived  in  the  same  apart¬ 
ment  complex  as  the  two  missing  girls  and  reportedly  knew  both  of  them. 
The  authorities  now  had  a  suspect.  However,  they  needed  probable  cause 
to  search  the  man’s  property.  As  the  suspect  was  being  held  on  the  rape 
charges,  police  and  FBI  agents  secured  Ward’s  property  and  prepared  their 
case  for  the  application  of  search  warrants. 

On  Saturday,  August  24,  the  body  of  Miranda  Gaddis  was  discovered 
in  a  shed  behind  Weaver’s  home  (Massarella,  2002).  On  Sunday,  August 
25,  the  body  of  Ashley  Pond  was  discovered  in  a  barrel  buried  beneath  a 
cement  slab  that  Weaver  poured  behind  his  rented  Oregon  City  home 
after  the  two  13-year-old  classmates  disappeared  (Kranes,  2002). 

Ironically,  the  suspect’s  father,  also  named  Ward  Weaver,  is  on  death 
row  in  California  for  rape  and  murder  under  similar  circumstances.  “Ron 
Shumaker,  who  prosecuted  the  elder  Weaver  for  murder  20  years  ago,  told 
the  Post  the  father-and-son  cases  sounded  strikingly  similar... There  are 
family  resemblances.  They  both  used  cement,  and  they  both  apparently 
had  the  same  fondness  for  younger  women”  (Sujo,  2002,  p.  17). 

The  author  is  not  surprised.  The  old  adage  about  “how  the  apple 
doesn’t  fall  far  from  the  tree”  plays  itself  over  and  over  again  in  case  after 
case.  I  have  seen  this  often,  wherein  an  underlying  psychopathology 
weaves  its  way  through  the  family  lineage. 


Policy 

There  is  an  established  protocol  for  the  investigation  of  missing  children. 
Not  all  missing  children  cases  are  assigned  to  homicide.  However,  just  as 
there  are  no  absolutes  in  homicide,  there  may  be  occasion  to  immediately 
assign  homicide  detectives.  That  was  what  occurred  in  the  following  case. 

Case  History 

A  retarded  7-year-old  black  male  was  reported  missing  by  his 
mother.  His  mother  was  a  prostitute  and  drug  user  and  seemed 
to  care  less  about  her  missing  child.  The  Bronx  Chief  of  Detec- 
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tives,  Edwin  Dreher  knew  from  years  of  experience  that  this 
case  was  going  to  be  a  homicide.  I  remember  him  calling  me 
into  his  office  and  telling  me  that  he  was  assigning  the  Homicide 
Unit  to  this  case.  I  also  remember  my  counterparts  and  the 
commanding  officer  complaining  about  this  “waste  of  time.” 
Well,  it  turned  out  to  be  a  fortuitous  decision.  The  little  boy 
was  found  dead  in  an  abandoned  building  in  the  South  Bronx. 

A  building  scavenger  looking  for  scrap  metal  discovered  his 
body.  The  little  boy’s  nude  body  was  hung  by  a  length  of 
electrical  cord  attached  to  a  metal  pipe.  Surrounding  the 
body  were  dead  chickens  and  chicken  feathers  as  well  as  other 
bizarre  items  resembling  a  horror  show.  The  mother  turned 
out  to  be  the  suspect.  In  her  delusional  state-of-mind,  she 
believed  that  she  could  cure  her  syphilis  and  gonorrhea  by 
a  Santeria  ritual.  She  provided  her  son  to  some  people  who 
promised  her  a  cure,  and  the  little  boy  suffered  a  horrible 
death.  When  the  authorities  were  about  to  move  in  on  the 
mother,  she  checked  herself  into  an  institution  and  was  pro¬ 
tected  from  the  police  investigation.  The  Bronx  District  At¬ 
torney  at  the  time  declined  prosecution  (Author’s  files). 

Case  History 

In  a  suburb  of  St.  Louis,  MO,  6-year-old  Casey  was  reported 
missing  by  her  father.  A  homeless  man,  who  was  a  guest  of 
the  father,  was  charged  with  her  murder.  The  father  thought 
that  his  little  girl  had  gone  across  the  street  to  see  her  grand¬ 
father.  The  father  also  noticed  that  his  houseguest,  a  24-year- 
old  drifter,  was  also  gone.  However,  about  30  minutes  later, 
the  houseguest  returned  wet  and  muddy  and  told  the  father 
he  went  for  a  swim  in  a  nearby  river  and  had  not  seen  the 
little  girl.  The  police  were  called  and  immediately  focused 
their  attention  on  the  drifter.  A  search  of  the  area  uncovered 
the  little  girl’s  body  buried  under  debris  in  a  culvert  of  an 
abandoned  glass  factory.  She  was  lured  from  the  house  by 
the  drifter,  taken  to  the  abandoned  factory,  and  killed  ( New 
York  Post,  filly  27,  2002). 


Introduction  to  Child  Abduction 


The  abduction  and  murder  of  a  child  under  18  years  of  age  by  a  stranger 
is  a  rare  event.  Statistically,  they  comprise  about  .50  of  1%  of  all  murders 
in  the  United  States  (between  100  to  200  cases  annually).  Although  the 
data  indicate  that  these  incidents  are  statistically  rare,  they  are  horrendous 
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crimes.  Child  abduction  cases  affect  not  only  the  immediate  family  of  the 
victim  but  also  entire  communities  and  our  society  as  a  whole,  as  media 
coverage  of  the  event  is  nationally  broadcast.  It  is  every  parent’s  nightmare 
that  a  child  can  be  so  wantonly  harmed  and  many  times  slaughtered.  It 
is  the  realization  of  this  horror  that  requires  the  criminal  investigator  to 
develop  the  knowledge  and  expertise  to  manage  child  abduction  cases 
and  learn  from  the  experience  of  other  similar  events  how  to  profession¬ 
ally  investigate  these  types  of  cases.  The  investigation  of  child  abduction 
murders  can  present  law  enforcement  with  a  unique  predicament. 

A  number  of  factors  contribute  to  this  dilemma.  The  investigation  is 
often  emotionally  charged  due  to  the  young  age  of  the  victim.  Most  police 
officers  have  or  have  had  young  children  and  can  easily  identify  with  the 
victim’s  parents.  Child  abduction  cases  attract  a  lot  of  media  attention, 
locally  and  nationally,  and  sometimes  even  internationally,  depending 
upon  the  circumstances.  The  Polly  Klaas  case  received  international  expo¬ 
sure  due  to  the  circumstances  of  her  abduction  as  well  as  the  arrogance 
of  the  offender  during  the  trial. 

The  respective  police  departments  and  their  investigators  are  often 
pressured  by  the  media  to  resolve  the  cases  quickly.  Many  times,  the  cases 
become  “driven”  by  outside  forces.  Investigative  leads,  based  on  facts, 
should  generate  the  direction  of  the  investigation.  However,  in  a  high- 
profile  case  such  as  child  abduction,  where  the  general  public  is  asked  to 
provide  information,  a  number  of  tips  or  “leads”  will  be  provided  to 
authorities.  These  tips  or  leads  can  come  to  the  authorities  through  official 
channels  and  identifiable  sources  as  well  as  from  persons  who  call  anony¬ 
mously.  This  deluge  of  information  will  require  sufficient  resources  for 
following  up  on  potential  information. 

The  investigators  can  suffer  from  their  own  self-imposed  stress  of 
wanting  to  solve  the  cases.  The  cases  can  become  quite  complicated, 
because  often,  there  will  be  more  than  one  site  or  crime  scene  involved 
in  a  child  abduction  case. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  child  abduction  cases  can  become  emotionally 
charged  due  to  the  various  stressors  involved.  Investigators  must  recognize 
what  they  are  dealing  with  and  not  let  their  emotions  cloud  their  judg¬ 
ment,  keeping  in  mind  that  the  goal  is  to  resolve  the  incident  in  an 
intelligent  and  professional  manner. 

Initial  Investigation 

The  police  report  is  usually  generated  when  a  child  is  discovered  missing 
and  someone  calls  the  police.  The  immediate  problem  is  how  much  time 
was  lost  before  someone  realized  the  child  was  missing,  and  how  much 
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time  was  spent  looking  for  the  child  before  the  police  were  called.  The 
research  indicates  that  the  younger  the  victim,  the  sooner  the  report  is 
made.  Older  children  are  reported  later  than  younger  ones,  as  parents  seem 
less  concerned  about  a  missing  teenage  child  than  a  younger  one.  There 
will  usually  be  some  delay  in  reporting  the  missing  child,  because  parents, 
family,  and  others  are  often  looking  for  the  child.  This  must  be  taken  into 
consideration  at  the  time  of  the  police  report.  For  example,  how  much 
time  did  the  offender  have  to  leave  the  area,  and  how  far  could  the  offender 
have  traveled  with  the  child.  The  time  it  takes  to  report  a  child  missing 
will  vary  from  immediately  to  within  24  hours. 

A  delay  may  not  appear  to  be  important.  However,  consider  the  fact  that 
a  little  under  50%  of  the  children  are  murdered  within  1  hour  of  being 
abducted,  75%  are  dead  within  3  hours,  and  90%  are  killed  within  24  hours 
(Hanfland,  Keppel,  and  Weis,  1997).  When  considering  the  fact  that  children 
are  murdered  in  such  a  short  time  after  abduction,  delays  in  reporting  missing 
children  become  critical.  Any  delay  can  make  a  difference  in  whether  or  not 
the  victim  is  found  alive.  Parents  and  care  providers  need  to  be  educated  to 
report  missing  children  immediately.  The  police  need  to  put  as  much  effort 
as  possible  into  those  cases  of  suspected  foul  play  by  deploying  all  their 
investigative  resources  on  any  witnessed  abduction. 

Child  abduction  cases  also  come  to  the  attention  of  the  police  when  a 
victim’s  body  is  found.  It  is  important  that  first  responders  determine 
quickly  what  type  of  case  they  have.  One  way  they  are  assisted  in  making 
this  determination  is  by  collecting  as  much  information  as  they  can  about 
the  victim.  Information  on  the  victim’s  physical  description,  personality 
and  behavior  traits,  clothing  worn,  friends,  relatives,  medical  history,  and 
family  relationships  will  help  in  establishing  victimology.  It  is  important 
to  obtain  the  most  recent  photo  of  the  victim  and  to  get  the  victim’s 
photograph  and  description  broadcast  and  published  through  the  media, 
as  well  as  distributed  to  all  police  agencies. 

Experienced  patrol  officers  speak  of  having  the  hairs  on  the  back  of 
their  neck  stand  up  when  they  realize  they  have  an  abduction  case  and 
not  just  a  lost  child.  Experience  tells  us  that  officers  must  respond  rapidly 
and  take  missing  child  reports  seriously. 

In  child  abduction  murder  cases,  a  majority  of  the  time,  the  identity 
of  the  victim  is  known  from  the  beginning,  and  the  initial  question  is 
often,  “Will  she  be  found  dead  or  alive?” 

The  Polly  Klaas  Kidnap  and  Murder 

Polly  Klaas  was  a  12-year-old  junior  high  school  student 
when  she  was  taken  from  her  home,  kidnapped,  and  mur¬ 
dered.  Polly  resided  with  her  mother,  Eve,  and  younger  sister, 
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Annie,  in  Petaluma,  CA.  Polly’s  mom  and  her  father,  Marc, 
were  divorced  since  Polly  was  2  V2  years  old.  Her  mom  re¬ 
married  and  was  separated  at  the  time  of  the  incident.  How¬ 
ever,  Polly  remained  close  with  her  dad,  Marc,  and  spent 
most  weekends  and  holidays  with  him.  Polly  was  the  light 
of  his  life  and  vice  versa. 

On  October  1,  1993,  12-year-old  Polly  Klaas  was  having  a 
slumber  party  with  her  two  best  friends,  Kate  and  Gillian,  at 
her  home.  Her  mother  and  sister  were  in  the  house.  Where 
could  your  daughter  be  safer  at  a  sleep  over  party  than  in  your 
own  home ?  The  girls  were  having  fun  dressing  up  and  posing 
and  playing  some  board  games.  Polly’s  mom  and  sister  were 
already  in  bed  when  Polly  and  her  friends  went  to  gather  her 
friends’  sleeping  bags  from  the  living  room.  She  opened  the 
bedroom  door  and  saw  a  large  middle-aged  man  standing 
in  the  living  room. 

He  was  holding  a  knife  and  immediately  ordered  her  and 
her  friend  not  to  scream  or  he  would  cut  their  throats.  He 
made  a  comment,  “I’m  just  doing  this  for  the  money.”  Polly 
offered  him  a  box  with  $50  in  cash.  He  refused  and  ordered 
the  three  scared  girls  to  lie  down  on  the  floor.  The  stranger 
then  tied  their  hands  behind  their  backs  and  placed  hoods 
over  their  heads.  Polly  begged  the  stranger  not  to  hurt  her 
mom  or  sister.  The  man  then  picked  up  Polly  and  told  the 
girls  to  count  to  1000  before  they  did  anything. 

Kate  and  Gillian  did  not  wait.  They  freed  themselves  and 
wakened  Polly’s  mother.  At  10:45  p.m.,  the  panicked  mother 
dialed  9-1-1. 

Police  Response 

The  police  responded  immediately  and  canvassed  the  neigh¬ 
borhood,  as  detectives  questioned  the  frightened  young  girls 
and  Polly’s  mother.  Several  people  in  the  area  remembered 
seeing  a  thickly  built,  bearded  male  with  bushy  gray  hair  loi¬ 
tering  on  a  sidewalk  near  the  Klaas  house.  The  police  broadcast 
a  description  of  a  tall,  bearded,  white  male  wearing  dark  cloth¬ 
ing  throughout  Sonoma  County.  However,  this  alarm  was  not 
sent  to  every  station.  This  omission  proved  to  be  disastrous. 

A  Missed  Opportunity 

Around  midnight  on  that  same  evening,  in  an  area  25  miles 
away  from  Polly  Klaas’s  house,  a  woman  identified  as  Dana 


586 


Sex-Related  Homicide  and  Death  Investigation 


Jaffe  called  the  police  to  complain  about  a  trespasser  on  her 
property.  Two  deputies  were  sent  to  check  on  this  report. 
They  encountered  Richard  Allen  Davis,  whose  white  Pinto 
was  stuck  in  a  ditch  on  this  private  property.  The  police 
questioned  this  large  man,  who  was  dirty  and  had  twigs  in 
his  thick  hair  and  was  sweating  profusely.  According  to  the 
police,  he  did  not  seem  nervous. 

When  the  deputies  asked  what  he  was  doing  out  in  this  rural 
area,  he  stated  he  was  sightseeing.  The  area  was  rather  deso¬ 
late,  and  it  was  dark,  so  the  officers  were  rather  skeptical. 
Davis  then  took  a  can  of  beer  out  of  his  car,  popped  the  tab, 
and  began  drinking  it  in  front  of  the  officers.  He  was  told  not 
to  do  that,  and  he  tossed  the  can  into  some  bushes.  The 
officers  ordered  him  to  pick  it  up,  but  they  did  not  pursue  this. 

They  ran  a  check  for  outstanding  warrants,  and  it  came  back 
clean. 

However,  they  did  not  run  a  background  check.  If  they  had, 
they  would  have  discovered  that  Richard  Allen  Davis  had 
convictions  for  robbery,  burglary,  assault,  kidnapping,  and 
an  extensive  history  of  violence  against  females.  The  deputies 
would  also  have  realized  that  he  was  on  parole  and  just 
violated  it  by  drinking  the  beer.  His  presence  on  this  private 
property  as  well  as  his  criminal  record  certainly  would  have 
been  enough  for  further  investigation.  But,  the  deputies  had 
not  initiated  a  background  check.  The  deputies  asked  Jaffe 
if  she  wanted  this  man  arrested  for  trespass.  She  told  the 
police  she  only  wanted  him  off  her  property.  Davis  said  he 
would  be  glad  to  leave,  but  his  car  was  stuck.  So  the  deputies 
borrowed  a  chain  from  a  homeowner  and  helped  him  get 
his  car  out  of  the  ditch. 

Note :  Retrospectively  speaking,  the  authorities  made  a  major 
error.  The  deputies  were  not  aware  of  the  kidnapping  in  Pet¬ 
aluma  or  the  description  of  the  kidnapper  that  had  been 
broadcast.  Richard  Allen  Davis  would  have  been  caught  at  the 
disposal  site.  In  the  opinion  of  the  author,  Davis  had  obviously 
just  disposed  of  Polly  Klaas’  body  under  dark  in  this  desolate 
area,  and  as  a  result,  got  his  vehicle  stuck  in  the  ditch. 

The  Suspect 

Davis  was  identified  as  a  suspect  after  crime  scene  and  fo¬ 
rensic  experts  identified  a  palmprint  found  in  Polly’s  room. 


Sex-Related  Child  Homicides  and  Child  Abduction  Cases 


587 


Two  days  after  the  abduction,  the  television  show  America’s 
Most  Wanted  ran  a  segment  about  the  case.  Pictures  of  Polly 
and  sketches  of  what  Gillian  and  Kate  said  the  intruder 
looked  like  were  posted  in  supermarkets,  were  posted  on 
telephone  poles,  and  were  shoved  into  mailboxes  everywhere, 
not  just  in  California  but  throughout  the  United  States. 

On  October  19,  1993,  Davis  was  arrested  for  drunk  driving. 
Neither  the  arresting  officers  nor  his  jailers  noticed  his  re¬ 
semblance  to  the  sketches  of  Polly’s  abductor.  They  let  him 
leave  after  a  little  under  5  hours.  He  drove  away  in  his  1979 
white  Pinto. 

On  November  28,  Dana  faffe  and  two  friends  were  hiking 
around  her  property  when  they  happened  upon  several  items 
in  a  brushy  area,  which  included  a  dark  sweatshirt,  red  tights 
that  were  knotted  up,  a  “Rough  Rider”  condom  wrapper  with 
an  unrolled  condom  nearby,  strips  of  binding  tape,  and  an 
item  made  of  white  cloth  that  looked  like  it  had  been  made 
into  a  hood.  She  remembered  the  trespasser  on  the  night  of 
Polly’s  disappearance.  Could  they  be  linked?  She  was  chilled 
by  the  possibility.  “The  tights  and  the  white  pieces  of  cloth 
made  me  feel  like  they  were  really  out  of  place,”  Jaffe  re¬ 
marked.  “I  didn’t  like  the  way  they  looked.  They  looked  like 
they  were  ties  or  gags.”  A  stunned  Jaffe  turned  to  her  hiking 
partners  and  asked,  “Do  you  think  this  is  Polly?” 

The  Arrest 

She  phoned  the  police  about  her  find.  A  review  of  her  tres¬ 
passing  complaint  led  cops  to  the  identity  of  the  fellow  found 
and  let  go:  Richard  Allen  Davis,  the  same  man  whose  palm- 
print  was  in  Polly’s  room.  Davis  was  arrested  2  days  later.  He 
refused  to  answer  any  questions  about  Polly  Klaas. 

The  Confession 

On  December  4,  Davis  finally  confessed  to  the  kidnapping 
and  murder  of  Polly  Klaas.  The  account  that  Davis  provided 
to  the  police  was  less  than  honest,  but  he  led  the  authorities 
to  the  body  of  Polly  Klaas. 

The  suspect  claimed  he  drove  around  aimlessly  for  a  while, 
trying  to  figure  out  what  he  should  do  now  that  he  had  a 
kidnapped  child  in  his  car.  He  untied  Polly  during  the  drive. 
At  one  point,  his  Pinto  got  stuck  in  Dana  Jaffe ’s  mud.  He 
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took  the  little  girl  out  of  the  car,  he  claimed,  and  left  her  — 
alive,  and  neither  bound  nor  gagged  —  on  a  nearby  hillside. 

He  gave  his  version  of  the  encounter  with  the  cops  regarding 
his  trespassing.  He  told  the  detectives  that  once  his  car  was 
freed,  he  went  back  to  where  he  left  his  victim.  He  thought 
she  was  sleeping.  She  awoke  and  said,  “I  thought  you  had 
left  me.”  The  police  did  not  believe  this  version  and  assumed 
that  Polly  was  bound  and  gagged  or  already  dead.  However, 
they  let  Davis  continue  with  his  “story.” 

Davis  told  the  detectives  that  he  realized  he  was  in  a  jam  and 
could  not  think  of  a  good  way  out  of  it.  Kidnapping  would 
send  him  back  to  the  penitentiary.  So,  he  decided  the  only 
thing  he  could  do  was  kill  “the  broad”  in  his  car.  This  expla¬ 
nation  did  not  seem  logical,  because  Polly’s  two  friends  Kate 
and  Gillian  saw  the  suspect,  and  their  description  resulted 
in  the  sketch.  His  reference  to  his  victim  as  a  “broad”  was 
probably  used  to  minimize  the  fact  that  she  was  a  young  girl 
not  yet  in  her  teens.  By  calling  her  a  “broad,”  he  diminished 
her  as  just  a  liability. 

Davis  was  asked  if  he  molested  or  raped  the  girl  or  attempted 
one  or  the  other  before  killing  her.  He  denied  it,  but  his 
denials  were  less  than  truthful.  “I  don’t  think  so,”  was  his 
first  response  to  the  question.  Asked  again,  he  replied,  “Well, 
as  much  as  I  can  remember,  I  don’t  think  that  I  did.”  Then 
he  became  more  definite  and  swore  that  he  did  not  do  any¬ 
thing  to  her.  Davis  stated  that  he  strangled  her  from  behind, 
with  a  piece  of  cloth.  The  exact  means  of  her  death  could 
not  be  definitively  established,  but  his  description  was  con¬ 
sistent  with  the  evidence. 

It  should  be  noted  that  when  Polly’s  corpse  was  found,  her 
miniskirt  was  pulled  up  and  her  legs  spread.  Her  body  was 
exposed  to  the  elements  for  2  months  and  was  too  decom¬ 
posed  to  prove  anything  definitive  about  sexual  assault 
(Bortnick,  1995). 

Disposition 

On  June  18,  1996,  the  jury  convicted  Davis  of  first  degree 
murder  with  special  circumstances.  The  only  possible  sen¬ 
tences  were  death  or  life  with  no  possibility  of  parole.  After 
the  verdict  was  read,  a  defiant  Davis  gave  two  middle  fingers 
to  the  courtroom.  The  prosecution  put  on  as  witnesses  the 
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victim’s  family,  to  show  the  damage  Davis  had  done  to  this 
family  and  to  buttress  the  district  attorney’s  argument  that 
Davis  deserved  the  death  penalty. 

Some  jurors  were  teary  when  Polly  Klaas’  father  and  grand¬ 
father  described  how  the  child’s  loss  affected  them.  “Every¬ 
thing  reminds  me,”  her  father,  Marc  Klaas,  said.  “Every  time 
I  see  a  pretty  12-year-old  girl,  I  am  reminded  of  Polly... I  can’t 
sleep.  I  can’t  concentrate.  Everything’s  in  ruins.” 

After  his  courtroom  testimony,  Marc  Klaas  was  interviewed 
by  CNN.  “This  has  really  been  the  first  opportunity  to  ad¬ 
dress  the  jury  and  let  them  know  what  it  means  to  us  to  lose 
a  child,”  Klaas  said.  “Unfortunately,  it’s  very  difficult  to  put 
into  words  the  kind  of  emotions  that  flow  through  somebody 
as  a  result  of  such  a  loss.” 

The  Final  Outrage 

It  seemed  impossible  that  Davis  could  possibly  cause  the 
Klaas  family  any  further  grief.  But  he  found  a  way. 

On  the  day  that  his  daughter’s  murderer  was  to  be  sentenced, 
Marc  Klaas  told  the  jury  that  if  it  did  not  sentence  Davis  to 
death,  it  “would  allow  evil  to  triumph  over  good.”  Then  he 
turned  to  the  defendant  and  said,  “Mr.  Davis,  when  you  get 
to  where  you’re  going,  say  hello  to  Hitler,  to  Dahmer,  and  to 
Bundy.  Good  riddance,  and  the  sooner  you  get  there  the 
better  we’ll  all  be.” 

Davis  was  also  allowed  to  address  the  court.  He  again  assert¬ 
ed  that  he  had  not  sexually  abused  his  victim,  but  the  way 
he  made  this  claim  shocked  the  courtroom.  “The  main  rea¬ 
son  I  know  I  did  not  attempt  any  lewd  act  that  night  was 
because  of  a  statement  the  young  girl  made  to  me  while 
walking  up  the  embankment,”  he  recalled.  ‘“Just  don’t  do  me 
like  my  Dad.’” 

The  courtroom  was  in  shock  as  an  audible  gasp  was  heard. 
Marc  Klaas  yelled,  “Burn  in  hell,  Davis!”  The  court  officers 
hurried  the  grieving  father  out  of  the  courtroom,  while  sev¬ 
eral  spectators  burst  into  tears. 

The  jury  recommended  that  Davis  be  sentenced  to  death. 
Judge  Thomas  Hastings  said  that  Davis’  recent,  repulsive  state¬ 
ment  against  his  victim’s  father  made  it  “very  easy”  to  pro- 
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nounce  the  death  sentence.  Davis  was  sentenced  to  death 
(http://www.cnn.com/US/9606/18/Klaas.verdict/index.html). 


Public  Response 

As  a  result  of  the  Polly  Klaas  murder  and  other  high-profile  abductions, 
the  police,  the  media,  and  missing-children  groups  have  come  together 
to  focus  attention  on  the  issue. 

Americas  Most  Wanted  host  John  Walsh,  who  lost  his  6-year-old  son; 
Marc  Klaas,  the  father  of  Polly  Klaas;  the  family  of  9-year-old  Amber 
Hagerman;  and  other  parents  who  lost  their  children  to  kidnappers  have 
mobilized  and  formed  groups  and  organizations  to  address  these  cases  as 
soon  as  they  occur. 

These  groups  learned  from  experience  that  the  media  are  their  most 
valuable  allies.  This  was  how  The  Amber  Alert  Plan  came  into  existence. 
(See  Amber  Alert  Plan  later  in  this  chapter.)  Publicity  and  national  expo¬ 
sure  increase  tips  that  fuel  an  investigation,  and  many  communities  have 
launched  special-alert  systems  in  the  past  few  years  to  get  news  of  an 
abduction  on  the  air  within  minutes.  The  hope  is  that  listeners  in  cars  or 
at  home  will  spot  the  victim  or  the  fleeing  suspect,  either  in  a  car  or  on 
foot.  That  is  why  it  is  so  important  to  get  a  most  current  picture  of  the 
victim  broadcast  early  in  the  investigation.  In  this  day  and  age,  we  have 
many  electronic  capabilities,  among  which  are  an  incalculable  number  of 
persons  with  cell  phones,  which  can  provide  instantaneous  contact  and 
communication  with  law  enforcement. 

This  is  an  extremely  valuable  and  a  viable  tool  in  child  abduction 
cases.  The  picture  of  the  victim  and  any  description  of  the  offender  and 
his  vehicle  become  crucial  in  these  early  hours,  because  time  is  of  the 
essence.  Parents  of  victims  are  urged  to  go  on  the  air  to  humanize  the 
child  in  the  event  the  abductor  is  watching.  This  is  referred  to  as  saturation 
media.  In  the  Runnion  case,  the  Orange  County  authorities  received 
valuable  information  as  a  result  of  this  intense  news  coverage. 

The  Samantha  Runnion  Kidnap  and  Murder 

On  Monday,  July  15,  2002,  5-year-old  Samantha  Runnion 
was  playing  with  her  6-year-old  friend  Sarah  about  150  feet 
from  her  home  in  Stanton,  CA.  As  the  girls  were  playing,  a 
man  with  a  mustache  and  black  hair  drove  up  in  a  light  green 
car  and  told  the  girls  he  lost  his  dog  and  asked  them  if  they 
could  help  him  find  his  Chihuahua. 
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This  classic  “Help  me  find  my  dog”  approach  is  typical  of 
the  pedophile  predator.  As  the  suspect  got  closer  to  Saman¬ 
tha,  he  suddenly  snatched  her  up  and  headed  for  his  car.  She 
fought  with  all  her  strength,  kicking  and  screaming  and  yell¬ 
ing  to  her  6-year-old  friend  Sarah,  “Help  me!  Tell  my  grand¬ 
mother!”  (McCarthy,  2002,  p.  41).  However,  Samantha  was 
no  match  for  the  6-foot,  200-pound  stranger  who  quickly 
overpowered  Samantha,  threw  her  into  his  car,  and  sped  off. 

The  Young  Witness 

Sarah  ran  to  her  mother,  who  called  9-1-1.  Police  arrived 
within  minutes.  Sarah  was  able  to  provide  an  amazingly 
accurate  description  of  the  suspect,  including  his  car.  The 
composite  sketch  based  on  the  young  witness’s  description 
was  broadcast  nationwide.  The  media  coverage  of  this  event 
and  the  police  appeal  to  the  general  public  requesting  any 
information  that  might  assist  authorities  in  finding  Saman¬ 
tha  and  identifying  her  abductor  resulted  in  more  than  2000 
tips  (McCarthy,  2002).  However,  the  little  girl  was  not  to 
be  found. 

The  Discovery  of  Samantha’s  Body 

The  following  day,  Tuesday,  July  16,  a  pair  of  hang  glider 
enthusiasts  discovered  the  little  girl’s  nude  body  in  the  open, 
off  a  mountain  road  in  a  wooded  region  of  the  Cleveland 
Forest,  approximately  50  miles  from  Stanton.  They  stumbled 
onto  a  scene  straight  out  of  hell.  In  a  chilling  9-1-1  tape,  the 
caller  is  heard  to  say,  “We  found  a  dead  body.  I  think  it  might 
be  the  little  girl  that’s  been  on  the  news”  (Murr,  2002,  pp. 
23-39).  The  body  was  posed  in  such  a  horrific  manner  that 
the  man  who  came  upon  it  begged  the  police  dispatcher  to 
let  him  flee  the  scene.  “Please  hurry.  I’m  scared,  and  I  want 
to  get  out  of  here”  (McCarthy,  2002,  p.  41). 

Samantha  was  sexually  assaulted,  and  her  body  was  posi¬ 
tioned  with  her  arms  and  legs  spread  apart.  Police  reportedly 
found  a  substantial  amount  of  evidence  from  around  the 
area  where  Samantha’s  body  was  found,  including  DNA  sam¬ 
ples  and  tire  tracks  and  fibers.  There  was  evidence  that  the 
little  girl  scratched  her  assailant.  Autopsy  results  showed  that 
she  was  alive  for  hours  after  her  abduction.  The  actual  cause 
of  death  was  asphyxiation.  Because  the  body  was  found  so 
quickly,  there  was  significant  forensic  evidence  found  at  the 
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scene,  along  with  the  DNA  evidence  recovered  from  the  little 
girl’s  body. 

The  Suspect 

The  police  had  ample  evidence  to  connect  to  an  offender, 
but  they  did  not  have  a  solid  suspect.  Authorities  checked 
out  scores  of  sex  offenders  and  pulled  over  dozens  of  green 
cars  and  fielded  hundred  of  tips.  The  break  finally  came  on 
Wednesday  afternoon.  On  July  17,  a  day  and  a  half  after 
Samantha’s  kidnapping  and  a  day  after  her  body  was  found, 
a  caller  advised  the  police  to  check  out  Alejandro  Avila. 
“Within  a  few  hours  two  more  people  had  called  the  police 
with  the  same  advice”  (Leonard  and  Hanley,  2002). 

Alejandro  Avila  lived  in  Lake  Elsinore  about  60  miles  away 
from  the  Runnion  home.  He  lived  an  unusual  life.  He  lived 
part  time  in  the  apartments  of  his  mother  and  his  22-year- 
old  sister,  which  were  next  to  each  other.  He  also  stayed  at 
the  apartment  of  his  girlfriend.  According  to  people  who 
were  interviewed,  Avila  was  always  hanging  around  children. 
He  volunteered  to  take  care  of  kids  in  his  neighborhood  and 
even  babysat  for  some  of  his  neighbors. 

The  majority  of  suspects  in  these  cases  are  white  males  over 
age  25,  single,  living  with  someone  else,  unemployed  or  un¬ 
deremployed  if  working,  considered  strange  by  others,  with 
a  history  of  past  violent  crimes  against  children.  Alejandro 
Avila  fit  that  profile. 

The  investigators  soon  learned  that  Avila  had  been  arrested 
for  child  molestation.  He  had  been  charged  with  molesting 
two  9-year-old  girls.  One  was  the  daughter  of  a  woman  he 
was  staying  with.  But,  he  was  acquitted  of  child  molestation 
in  2001.  One  of  the  alleged  victims  lived  in  the  same  Stanton 
townhouse  complex  from  where  Samantha  was  snatched. 
Avila’s  Lake  Elsinore  apartment  was  just  a  few  miles  from 
where  Samantha’s  nude  body  was  found.  Neighbors  at  Avila’s 
apartment  complex  told  investigators  they  had  recently  seen 
him  meticulously  cleaning  a  green  car  resembling  the  one 
Samantha’s  playmate  said  the  kidnapper  drove  (Leonard  and 
Hanley,  2002).  Avila’s  cell  phone  and  credit  card  records 
indicated  he  was  in  south  Orange  County  —  near  the  area 
where  5-year-old  Samantha  Runnion’s  body  was  discovered 
—  in  the  hours  after  her  kidnapping. 
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A  number  of  pieces  of  circumstantial  evidence  pointed  to¬ 
ward  Avila. 

On  Wednesday  afternoon,  the  police  began  a  surveillance  of 
Avila,  who  remained  in  his  apartment  until  Thursday  morn¬ 
ing.  When  the  police  saw  Avila  preparing  to  drive  away  in  a 
friend’s  car,  they  decided  to  bring  him  in  for  an  interview, 
which  lasted  12  hours  until  Avila  asked  for  a  lawyer.  In  the 
interim,  the  police  established  enough  probable  cause  to 
obtain  search  warrants  for  his  apartment  and  for  the  vehicles 
that  he  had  access  to.  In  addition,  they  took  a  sample  of 
Avila’s  blood  and  photographed  one  of  his  legs,  which  bore 
a  scratch  mark. 

“Forensic  analysts  began  drawing  up  a  DNA  profile  to  see 
whether  it  matched  materials  they  had  found  under  Saman¬ 
tha’s  fingernails,  hoping  she  scratched  her  attacker”  (Leonard 
and  Hanley,  2002,  p.  10). 

The  preliminary  tests  determining  whether  DNA  evidence 
found  on  Samantha’s  body  matched  Avila’s  genetic  profile 
would  not  be  ready  until  Friday  afternoon.  However,  Sheriff 
Carona  made  a  tactical  decision  to  arrest  Avila,  pending  the 
laboratory  results. 

The  Arrest 

On  Friday  morning,  the  authorities  arrested  Avila  on  suspi¬ 
cion  of  kidnapping  and  killing  Samantha  Runnion.  Sheriff 
Carona  stated,  “We  have  a  lot  we  have  to  do  in  the  next  few 
hours.  This  in  no  way  concludes  this  investigation.  We  are  still 
trying  to  ensure  that  we  bring  the  man  who  did  this  to  justice” 
(Leonard  and  Hanley,  2002,  p.  10).  Avila  resembled  the  sketch 
of  the  killer  that  was  based  on  a  description  provided  by 
Samantha’s  6-year-old  playmate.  Avila  also  owned  a  green 
Ford  Thunderbird  similar  to  the  car  described  by  the  witness. 

On  Friday  afternoon  at  about  3:00  p.m.,  the  crime  lab  report¬ 
ed  a  match  with  Avila’s  DNA.  “Three  hours  later  a  far  more 
assured  Carona  strode  to  the  podium  to  address  reporters. 
We’re  confident  that  Mr.  Avila  is  in  fact  the  murderer  of 
Samantha  Runnion,”  said  Carona,  calling  it  a  100%  certainty 
(Leonard  and  Hanley,  2002,  p.  10). 

“Match  of  DNA  reported  in  California  Kidnap,  slaying,”  re¬ 
ported  the  New  York  Daily  News  on  July  21,  2002  (p.  10). 
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“DNA  taken  from  the  body  of  slain  5-year-old  Samantha 
Runnion  matches  that  of  the  man  accused  of  sexually  abus¬ 
ing  her  and  leaving  her  naked  body  along  a  rural  California 
road,  sources  said  yesterday.” 


Synopsis 

A  number  of  factors  were  crucial  in  the  early  arrest  of  the  suspect  in  this 
horrendous  case. 

1 .  The  clear  description  of  the  subject  supplied  by  Samantha’s  6-year- 
old  playmate,  along  with  the  description  of  the  green  car 

2.  Sheriff  Carona’s  savvy  management  of  the  media  that  helped  rivet 
the  nation’s  attention,  as  he  worked  behind  the  scenes  to  draw 
together  traditionally  turf-conscious  law-enforcement  agencies  — 
including  the  beleaguered  FBI  —  into  a  cooperative  venture  driven 
to  flush  out  Samantha’s  killer 

3.  Finding  the  victim’s  body  within  24  hours,  thereby  providing  the 
crucial  forensic  and  biological  evidence  to  link  the  suspect  to  the 
victim 

4.  The  tips  and  phone  calls  that  pointed  to  Avila  as  a  possible  suspect, 
which  resulted  in  the  match  of  Avila  to  the  recovered  DNA  from 
the  victim 

Topeka  Child  Abduction  —  Sex- Related  Homicides 
Case  History 

This  case  comes  from  the  author’s  files.  On  luly  19,  1986,  at 
approximately  9:04  p.m.,  29-year-old  Pamela  Mahomes  of 
1530  SW  Tyler  reported  her  two  daughters,  Shannon  and 
Shavon,  missing  to  the  Topeka  Police  Department  in  Topeka, 

KS.  The  two  girls  were  described  as  black  females,  wearing 
identical  clothing.  Both  girls  had  oversized  white  tee-shirts 
with  blue  writing  (“Memphis  Queen  Lines”  with  a  picture 
of  a  boat),  light  blue  shorts,  white  tennis-style  shoes  with 
pink  trim,  and  white  knee  socks.  Shannon  was  6  years  old, 

3'10"  tall,  and  Shavon  was  3  years  old,  3'2"  tall.  The  girls  were 
last  seen  playing  in  the  vicinity  of  their  home. 

The  Investigation 

The  Topeka  police  immediately  established  an  incident  com¬ 
mand  post  in  the  area  and  conducted  a  neighborhood 
canvass,  as  they  questioned  family  members  and  verified  and 
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evaluated  the  preliminary  information  in  their  Missing  Per¬ 
sons  report. 

The  police  determined  that  the  victims  ate  dinner  at  approx¬ 
imately  6:30  p.m.  at  their  grandmother’s  house.  Their  mother, 
Pamela,  went  to  her  mother’s  house  and  brought  the  girls 
home  at  approximately  7:30  p.m.  The  mother  then  allowed 
the  girls  to  go  outside  to  play.  When  she  went  outside  at  8:00 
p.m.  to  summon  the  children  inside,  she  could  not  locate 
them.  Pamela  and  her  boyfriend  searched  the  neighborhood 
before  calling  the  police  at  9:00  p.m.  Pamela  said  her  daugh¬ 
ters  never  wandered  away  before,  and  she  was  visibly  upset 
and  concerned  for  their  well-being. 

The  police  ascertained  that  two  juveniles  who  lived  directly 
across  the  street  had  found  Shannon  and  Shavon’s  tricycles 
in  an  empty  lot,  two  lots  North  of  1530  Tyler,  and  pushed 
the  tricycles  back  to  the  Mahomes’  residence. 

The  police  established  that  the  two  little  girls  had  separate 
fathers  and  initiated  inquiries  that  subsequently  eliminated 
them  as  suspects  in  the  disappearance.  During  the  canvass, 
police  located  a  7-year-old  boy,  who  told  police  that  he  saw 
the  two  sisters  standing  on  the  front  porch  of  a  white  neigh¬ 
bor  named  Nolan.  According  to  the  7-year-old,  Nolan  was 
standing  in  the  doorway  of  his  residence  at  1524  Tyler  with 
his  hands  behind  his  back  speaking  to  the  girls.  The  7-year- 
old  stated  that  after  he  went  into  his  residence,  he  looked 
out  the  window  back  toward  Nolan’s  house  and  did  not  see 
the  little  girls  or  Nolan.  This  observation  by  the  7-year-old 
was  fortuitous  and  remarkably  similar  to  what  occurred  in 
the  Samantha  Runnion  case,  where  the  6-year-old  playmate, 
Sarah,  was  able  to  provide  an  amazingly  accurate  description 
of  the  suspect,  including  his  car. 

At  approximately  9:08  p.m.,  the  first  officer  on  the  scene 
contacted  Nolan,  who  was  exiting  a  white  Pontiac  Grand 
Prix.  Nolan  was  carrying  an  unopened  bottle  of  vodka.  The 
officer  showed  Nolan  photos  of  the  missing  children  and 
showed  the  location  where  the  tricycles  were  found.  Nolan 
denied  the  accusations  of  neighbors  that  the  girls  were  on 
his  front  porch.  Nolan  admitted  seeing  the  girls  playing  but 
denied  talking  with  them. 

Nolan  was  subsequently  identified  by  police  as  Nolan 
Prewett.  Investigators  determined  that  Prewett  was  treated 
at  the  VA  hospital  in  Topeka.  He  was  discharged  in  July  of 
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1986.  A  check  of  Prewett’s  patient  record  revealed  that  he 
previously  ate  a  dog  and  had  a  history  of  child  molestation. 
Police  immediately  began  a  surveillance  of  the  residence. 

Subsequent  investigation  revealed  that  Prewett  attempted  to 
befriend  many  neighborhood  children,  boys  and  girls. 
Prewett  made  plastic  car  models  as  a  hobby  and  often  gave 
models  to  children  or  enticed  children  into  the  basement  of 
his  home  to  show  off  his  collection  of  model  cars. 

Search  Warrant 

On  July  20,  1986,  at  approximately  2:30  a.m.,  Topeka  police 
executed  a  search  warrant  on  Prewett’s  residence.  The  war¬ 
rant  was  based  on  the  statement  of  the  7-year-old  witness 
and  the  past  history  of  the  subject.  The  bodies  of  the  missing 
girls  were  found  in  the  basement  of  Prewett’s  home.  The 
bodies  were  hidden  between  a  wall  and  the  furnace  in  a  space 
approximately  18  inches  wide.  Cardboard  boxes  were  stacked 
approximately  4  feet  high  on  top  of  the  little  girls’  bodies 
(Figure  1 1.2  to  Figure  1 1.5).  Prewett  was  placed  under  arrest 
and  transported  to  the  Topeka  Police  Department. 

Suspect  Statements 

Prewett  made  a  voluntary  statement  prior  to  the  Miranda 
warnings  that  he  remembered  carrying  a  tricycle  that  be¬ 
longed  to  one  of  the  little  girls  who  pass  his  house.  After 
being  given  his  Miranda  warnings,  he  told  officers  that  he 
was  disabled  and  takes  a  prescription  medicine  called  Pro- 
lixon  for  a  nervous  system  disorder. 

Prewett  stated  that  he  remembered  seeing  the  victims,  whose 
ages  he  recalled  accurately,  playing  in  front  of  his  house  and 
up  and  down  the  street.  Prewett  stated  that  one  of  the  little 
girls  asked  him  to  carry  her  three-wheel  bike  for  her.  Prewett 
said  that  he  carried  the  bike  to  a  green  house  directly  north 
of  his  house  to  a  hill,  where  the  girls  played.  He  told  the 
detectives  that  he  drove  to  the  hospital  approximately  1 5  or 
20  minutes  before  9:00  p.m.  Prewett  stated  that  he  had  not 
seen  the  missing  girls  since  leaving  for  the  hospital.  He  also 
stated  that  he  began  drinking  after  the  officer  contacted  him 
during  the  evening  hours  of  July  19. 

Prewett  denied  being  a  child  molester  as  reported  by  the  VA 
Hospital.  When  the  officers  showed  him  pictures  of  the  miss¬ 
ing  girls  and  their  mother,  Prewett  stated  he  did  not  recog- 
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Figure  11.2  Boxes.  The  offender  hid  the  little  girls'  bodies  under  a  pile  of  empty 
cardboard  boxes.  (Courtesy  of  Topeka  Police  Department.) 

nize  them.  Prewett  denied  taking  the  missing  girls  into  his 
home.  He  told  the  police  that  he  experiences  blackouts  when 
he  drinks  alcoholic  beverages.  The  detectives  asked  him 
about  the  “Chipmunk”  music  he  had,  and  Prewett  told  them 
it  was  Country  and  Western  music.  Prewett  then  invoked  his 
right  to  an  attorney,  and  the  interview  was  terminated. 

Interview  of  Suspect’s  Wife 

The  suspect’s  wife,  Barbara,  who  filed  for  a  divorce,  told  the 
investigators  that  her  husband  told  her  on  numerous  occa¬ 
sions  about  having  dreams  involving  his  engagement  in  sex¬ 
ual  intercourse  with  little  girls.  She  stated  that  he  sought 
treatment  at  the  VA  Hospital  in  an  attempt  to  deal  with  his 
sexual  fantasies  involving  little  girls. 

Barbara  claimed  that  Prewett  focused  on  a  set  of  black  twins 
about  the  age  of  first  graders  that  lived  in  the  1600  block  of 
Tyler.  Barbara  advised  the  police  that  it  was  not  unusual  for 
him  to  be  carefully  watching  these  girls  as  they  played  up 
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Figure  1 1.3  Boxes.  When  the  searching  officers  moved  the  boxes,  they  saw  the 
legs  of  the  little  girls.  (Courtesy  of  Topeka  Police  Department.) 

and  down  the  street  in  front  of  their  house.  Barbara  stated 
she  was  surprised  to  have  been  confronted  by  neighbors 
complaining  about  Prewett  parading  around  in  “bikini 
pants”  in  front  of  the  neighborhood  children.  She  also  ad¬ 
vised  the  investigators  that  he  would  play  the  music  of  Alvin 
and  the  Chipmunks,  which  annoyed  her  greatly.  When  Bar¬ 
bara  was  shown  the  photos  of  the  victims,  she  immediately 
recognized  them  as  the  little  girls  from  the  neighborhood 
who  often  played  in  front  of  the  Prewett  residence. 

Autopsy  Findings 

The  autopsy  revealed  that  both  little  girls  were  asphyxiated, 
most  likely  by  a  hand  or  an  object  placed  over  their  mouths 
and  noses.  Both  victims  were  sexually  assaulted,  with  evi¬ 
dence  of  vaginal  trauma  indicative  of  full  vaginal  penetration. 

Disposition 

Prewett  who  was  arrested  for  two  counts  of  first  degree  mur¬ 
der  had  additional  charges  of  aggravated  kidnapping  (two 
counts),  aggravated  sodomy  (two  counts),  aggravated  rape 
(two  counts),  and  enticement  of  a  child  (two  counts). 
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Figure  11.4  Bodies  recovered.  This  view  shows  how  the  offender  stashed  the 
little  girls'  bodies  behind  the  wall.  He  placed  the  little  one  on  top  of  her  older 
sister.  (Courtesy  of  Topeka  Police  Department.) 

On  November  18, 1987,  Prewett  was  convicted  on  all  counts, 
and  he  is  currently  serving  a  life  sentence  at  the  Larned  State 
Security  Hospital  in  Kansas. 
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Standard  Operating  Procedures 

Investigating  child  abduction  cases  involves  a  lot  of  the  knowledge,  skills, 
and  techniques  generally  used  in  homicide  investigation.  Investigators 
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Figure  11.5  Close-up  photograph.  This  is  a  close-up  crime  scene  photograph 
of  the  victims  in  their  original  position.  (Courtesy  of  Topeka  Police  Department.) 

need  the  ability  to  gather  information  from  witnesses  accurately  and 
quickly  and  to  make  decisions  based  on  their  experience.  As  time  can  be 
of  the  essence,  a  course  of  action  has  to  be  determined.  Having  standard 
operating  procedures  (SOP)  in  place  can  assist  the  officers  and  investiga¬ 
tors  in  making  the  right  decisions. 

All  agencies  should  have  established  SOPs  for  handling  all  missing 
person  investigations.  The  SOPs  should  get  investigators  immediately 
involved  early  in  the  investigation. 

SOPs  should  include  but  not  be  limited  to  the  following: 

A  Liaison  Officer  to  deal  with  the  victim’s  family:  Although  the  report 
is  taken  initially  by  the  responding  officer,  the  Liaison  Officer 
replaces  the  reporting  officer  and  acts  as  the  official  representative 
of  the  police  department.  He  or  she  must  understand  the  emo¬ 
tional  needs  of  the  victim’s  family.  Any  initial  information  (victi- 
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mology)  about  the  victim  will  be  obtained  by  the  Liaison  Officer. 
Also,  consider  that  family  members  could  become  suspects  at  some 
point  during  the  investigation.  The  Liaison  Officer  may  or  may 
not  participate  in  this  phase  of  the  investigation,  depending  on 
the  rapport  established  by  the  Liaison  Officer  prior  to  a  family 
member  becoming  suspect. 

Due  to  the  high  media  profile  of  child  abduction  cases,  a  Public 
Information  Officer  (PIO)  should  be  assigned.  If  the  agency  does 
not  have  a  PIO,  then  someone  other  than  the  lead  investigator 
should  fill  this  role.  It  is  recommended  that  the  lead  investigator 
not  fill  this  role.  If  possible,  avoid  assigning  the  family  liaison 
officer.  This  role  should  be  taken  by  an  officer  not  directly  con¬ 
nected  to  the  investigation.  This  will  help  keep  critical  information 
from  getting  out  to  the  public  and  suspect. 

There  will  be  additional  equipment  needs  due  to  the  large  amount  of 
information  generated.  Arrangements  should  be  made  ahead  of  time 
for  communication  equipment.  The  agency  should  have  a  toll-free 
dedicated  phone  number  with  several  phone  lines  to  handle  tips  and 
leads  from  the  public,  with  the  capability  of  recording  those  phone 
calls  as  well  as  providing  caller  I.D.  Operators  and  volunteers  will  be 
needed  to  operate  the  phones.  Consideration  should  also  be  given 
to  the  equipment  needed  to  record  the  victim’s  home  phone. 

Volunteers  need  to  be  trained.  They  will  be  required  to  know  how  to 
handle  callers  who  refuse  to  identify  themselves.  A  majority  of 
citizens  providing  information  are  willing  to  have  their  identity 
known.  If  you  have  the  caller  I.D.  system  installed,  this  is  one  less 
issue  to  complicate  the  flow  of  information. 

As  the  volume  of  incoming  tips  and  lead  information  accelerates, 
there  will  be  a  need  for  tracking  it.  The  use  of  computers  is  the 
best  way  to  handle  this. 

If  a  computer  system  is  brought  in  by  another  agency,  consider  several 
things.  Have  someone  gain  experience  using  it  prior  to  any  inci¬ 
dent.  Is  the  computer  a  stand  alone  or  will  it  connect  to  other 
systems  and  check  other  databases?  What  becomes  of  the  infor¬ 
mation  compiled  when  the  computer  is  removed?  Will  there  be 
costs  involved  for  using  it? 

You  need  a  procedure  in  place  to  make  sure  all  volunteers  are  properly 
identified  and  background  checks  are  accomplished. 

Do  not  be  surprised  if  the  suspect  shows  up  as  a  volunteer.  He  wants 
to  learn  what  you  know  and  just  how  close  you  are  to  identifying 
or  apprehending  him. 
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If  anyone  hesitates  or  balks  at  being  identified  or  having  a  check  made 
on  their  background,  further  inquiry  into  just  who  they  are  is 
recommended. 

As  these  incidents  become  major  investigations,  a  Command  Post 
may  need  to  be  established. 

The  Command  Post  should  not  be  in  the  victim’s  front  yard;  however, 
it  should  be  in  the  immediate  area. 

Consider  the  space  requirements  for  the  number  of  individuals  that 
could  eventually  be  involved  in  the  investigation. 

Ensure  that  there  are  adequate  communication  abilities. 

There  should  be  sufficient  room  for  an  eating/rest  area,  restrooms, 
equipment,  and  a  personnel  staging  area,  and  room  for  specialized 
crime  scene  processing  equipment. 

Statistically  speaking,  most  cases  do  not  cross  jurisdictional  boundaries 
and,  consequently,  do  not  involve  other  law  enforcement  agencies.  In  most 
cases,  the  victim’s  body  is  located  in  the  jurisdiction  that  took  the  initial 
report  (Hanfland,  Keppel,  and  Weis,  1997).  There  will  be  times,  however, 
when  the  victim’s  body  is  found  in  another  jurisdiction,  after  being  trans¬ 
ported  by  the  suspect.  Generally,  the  offender  wants  to  distance  himself 
from  the  body.  The  offender  may  take  the  body  from  a  more  populated 
area  such  as  the  city  and  transport  it  to  a  rural  area.  This  may  complicate 
the  investigation  but  will  not  make  it  unsolvable. 

In  the  Polly  Klaas  case,  her  body  was  later  discovered  in  a  desolate 
area  approximately  25  miles  from  her  home.  In  the  Danielle  van  Dam 
case,  the  7-year-old’s  body  was  discovered  in  a  rural  area  east  of  San  Diego 
3  weeks  later,  25  to  30  miles  away  from  her  home.  Five -year-old  Samantha 
Runnion’s  body  was  discovered  less  than  24  hours  later  in  a  rural  moun¬ 
tainous  area  approximately  50  miles  from  where  she  was  abducted.  This 
is  an  important  consideration  in  broadcasting  any  alarms  or  descriptions 
of  the  victim  and  the  abductor. 

Consider  what  happened  in  the  Polly  Klaas  investigation.  The  ability 
of  an  offender  to  quickly  cross  jurisdictional  lines  and  to  dispose  of  the 
body  in  a  rural  area  requires  law  enforcement  to  interact  with  other 
agencies,  to  get  the  alarms  and  broadcasts  to  as  many  agencies  as  possible, 
and  to  work  closely  with  the  media  for  saturation  exposure. 

Danielle  van  Dam  Kidnap  and  Murder 

Seven-year-old  Danielle  van  Dam  disappeared  from  her  fam¬ 
ily  home  in  the  middle  of  the  night  on  February  2, 2002.  She 
was  taken  from  her  bedroom.  There  were  no  witnesses  and 
no  suspects.  Thousands  of  volunteers  combed  her  neighbor- 
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hood,  wooded  areas,  and  rural  roads,  as  her  parents  begged 
for  her  return. 

Within  2  days  of  the  abduction,  a  neighbor  of  the  van  Dam 
family,  50-year-old  David  Westerfield,  who  lived  two  doors 
away  from  the  van  Dams,  became  the  prime  suspect  in  the  case. 
The  little  girl’s  body  was  not  discovered  until  February  27. 

Westerfield  took  a  trip  to  the  desert  in  the  early  morning  the 
same  day  after  she  vanished  from  her  home.  He  was  observed 
cleaning  his  motor  home  thoroughly  upon  returning  from 
that  sudden  disappearance.  Westerfield  spent  the  weekend  of 
Danielle’s  disappearance  traveling  around  San  Diego  County 
in  his  motor  home,  stopping  in  the  desert  east  of  the  city. 

The  authorities  were  able  to  secure  a  search  warrant  for  the 
suspect’s  RV.  The  suspect  was  arrested  based  on  evidence 
retrieved  from  his  motor  home.  Authorities  said  they  found 
the  little  girl’s  fingerprints  and  traces  of  Danielle’s  blood  and 
strands  of  hair  in  Westerfield’s  motor  home.  The  police  also 
found  fibers  in  an  orange  choker  necklace  that  Danielle  was 
wearing  that  came  from  Westerfield’s  vehicle.  They  also  dis¬ 
covered  the  little  girl’s  blood  on  Westerfield’s  jacket,  which 
he  had  taken  to  a  dry  cleaner.  In  addition,  a  large  amount 
of  child  pornography  was  retrieved  from  his  computer. 

Westerfield  pleaded  innocent  to  charges  of  murder,  kidnap¬ 
ping,  and  possession  of  child  pornography.  He  was  held 
without  bond. 

The  body  of  Danielle  van  Dam  was  found  3  weeks  later  in  a 
trash-strewn  area  underneath  a  grove  of  trees  about  25  feet 
off  a  highway  in  rural  El  Cajon,  about  30  miles  east  of  the 
girl’s  home  in  the  quiet  San  Diego  suburb  of  Sabre  Springs. 

The  child  was  wearing  a  plastic  necklace  similar  to  the  one 
Danielle  was  seen  wearing  in  thousands  of  flyers  distributed 
after  her  disappearance.  An  earring  matching  the  description 
of  a  pair  she  was  wearing  at  the  time  of  her  disappearance 
was  also  found. 

The  little  girl’s  body  was  positively  identified  through  dental 
records  and  DNA. 

The  trial  lasted  2  V2  months.  The  defense  attempted  to  put 
the  van  Dam’s  lifestyle  on  trial,  painting  a  picture  of  a  sex- 
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ually  promiscuous  couple  who  could  have  opened  the  door 
to  the  abduction.  The  prosecution  stressed  the  DNA  evi¬ 
dence  and  forensic  evidence  that  were  recovered  from  Wes- 
terfield’s  RV.  The  authorities  also  seized  thousands  of 
computer  files  filled  with  child  pornography  from  Wester- 
field’s  computer,  including  a  cartoon  video  of  the  rape  of  a 
young  girl.  The  prosecutor  said,  “The  video  represented 
Westerfield’s  sexual  fantasies  and  inspired  the  abduction, 
rape  and  murder  of  Danielle”  (USA  Today,  Aug.  22,  2002, 
p.  3A). 

The  jury  deliberation  lasted  10  days.  Westerfield  was  found 
guilty  of  first  degree  murder,  kidnapping,  and  misdemeanor 
possession  of  child  pornography  (Whitaker,  2002). 

On  September  16,  2002,  that  same  jury  in  an  unanimous 
decision  recommended  that  Westerfield  be  given  the  death 
sentence  (USA  Today,  September  17,  2002). 


Additional  Investigative  Considerations 

Due  to  the  large  numbers  of  needed  personnel  in  these  cases,  it  is  impor¬ 
tant  to  establish  ahead  of  time  agreements  with  other  agencies  to  get  their 
assistance. 

Case  management:  Child  abduction  murder  cases  quickly  evolve  into 
major  investigations  and,  as  such,  a  case  manager  should  be  as¬ 
signed  to  manage  the  volume  of  information  collected. 

Evidence:  Due  to  the  various  sites  and  crime  scenes  and  the  amount 
of  evidence  that  may  be  generated,  consideration  should  be  given 
to  assigning  one  individual  the  responsibility  of  maintaining  and 
managing  it. 

Tracking  system:  Many  states’  missing  children’s  clearinghouses  and 
violent  crime  tracking  units  should  be  notified  early  on  and  in¬ 
volved  as  resources.  Become  familiar  ahead  of  time  with  their 
capabilities. 

Forms:  These  should  be  uniform,  and  it  should  be  determined  before 
an  incident  as  to  which  will  be  used.  Ensure  that  all  agencies  use 
the  same  ones.  Have  forms  established  for  all  aspects  of  a  major 
investigation:  crime  scene  logs,  checklists,  canvass  questionnaires, 
tip  sheets,  lead  assignments,  etc. 

Specialists:  As  resources  permit,  consideration  should  be  given  to 
using  the  following  forensic  specialists,  and  they  should  be  con- 
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tacted  as  needed  in  the  investigation.  Make  contact  with  and  settle 
arrangements  before  incidents,  so  you  will  know  who  to  contact 
and  how  to  contact  them.  Obtain  cooperation  ahead  of  time  to 
ensure  immediate  response  when  needed:  anthropologist,  arche¬ 
ologist,  artist,  botanist,  climatologist,  entomologist,  geologist,  od- 
ontologist,  and  pathologist-toxicologist. 

In  addition,  contact  should  have  been  established  with  the  following 
specialists:  aircraft,  blood  pattern  specialist,  crime  scene  techni¬ 
cian,  evidence  response  team,  fingerprint  technician,  ground  pen¬ 
etrating  radar,  search  and  rescue  teams,  tracking/cadaver  dogs,  and 
a  underwater  search  and  rescue  team. 

Cause  of  Death 


Due  to  the  sexual  nature  of  these  cases,  the  most  common  cause  of  death 
is  by  strangulation,  as  opposed  to  child  abuse  cases,  in  which  death  results 
from  blunt  force  trauma  and  murder,  in  general,  by  firearms  (Hanfland, 
Keppel,  and  Weis,  1997).  Ensure  upon  discovery  of  a  victim’s  body  that 
a  complete  and  comprehensive  postmedical  examination  is  accom¬ 
plished,  to  include  examination  for  evidence,  all  toxically  tests,  and  sexual 
assault  protocols. 


Investigation  Procedures 

An  important  police  procedure  in  obtaining  information  is  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  canvass,  in  which  witnesses  are  located.  As  in  most  crimes,  you  need 
to  get  information  quickly  and  find  those  witnesses  who  may  have  it. 
Witnesses  who  observed  some  aspect  of  a  crime  without  realizing  what 
they  have  seen  is  a  crime  are  known  as  unknowing  witnesses.  You  have 
to  find  them  and,  typically,  this  is  done  through  a  canvass  of  various  sites. 
You  need  to  interview  all  potential  witnesses  in  the  area  of  the  victim’s 
last  known  location,  the  victim/killer  contact  site,  the  body  recovery  site, 
and  any  other  site  determined  to  be  important  to  the  investigation. 


The  Canvass 


Have  a  SOP  for  canvassing  in  place  to  make  certain  all  individuals  in  the 
immediate  area  of  the  missing  child  are  identified.  At  a  minimum,  the 
following  information  on  your  agency’s  canvass  check  sheet  should  be 
obtained  from  all  individuals  contacted: 
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1.  Officer/ investigator  assigned 

2.  Address  contacted 

3.  Name  of  occupant 

4.  Physicals:  age,  race,  sex,  date  of  birth 

5.  Telephone  number 

6.  Employer 

7.  Employer  address/telephone  number 

8.  Spouse  name  and  descriptors 

9.  Spouse  employer 

10.  Children’s  age/ dates  of  birth 

11.  Other  occupants/visitors,  and  age,  dates  of  birth,  address,  tele¬ 
phone  number 

12.  Employer  address/telephone  number 

13.  Names  of  individuals  other  than  above  in  residence/location  be¬ 
tween  dates  and  times 

14.  Occupant  vehicle  descriptions  and  license  numbers 

15.  Anyone  at  location  know  victim  or  victim’s  family? 

1 6.  Any  individuals  in  area  who  display  abnormal  or  different  behavior? 

17.  Anyone  they  suspect? 

18.  Anyone  they  know  who  may  have  additional  information? 

19.  Any  other  information  they  can  provide? 

20.  Additional  information 

The  check  sheet  should  be  identified  by  an  agency  and  case  number. 
All  officers  involved  in  canvassing  should  be  briefed  on  what  information 
they  can  share  and  what  information  is  to  be  obtained.  They  should  report 
all  suspicious  behavior.  A  master  list  of  the  canvass  should  be  maintained. 

Provide  forms  to  officers  involved  in  the  canvassing.  Write  timely 
followups.  Inform  them  that  they  may  have  contact  with  the  suspect  while 
the  victim  is  still  alive  or  the  body  is  in  the  suspect’s  residence.  Some 
agencies  have  responded  so  fast  that  the  suspect  did  not  have  time  to 
remove  the  body.  Once  you  make  your  presence  known,  it  should  be 
maintained  until  the  case  is  resolved. 

Many  agencies  utilize  uniformed  officers  to  conduct  the  canvass,  along 
with  detectives  and  investigators.  I  feel  that  the  canvass  is  so  important 
that  I  assign  a  supervisor  to  be  in  charge  of  just  the  canvass.  Whoever  is 
involved  needs  to  be  briefed  and  made  sure  they  know  all  needed  infor¬ 
mation  to  be  obtained.  A  supervisor  should  keep  track  of  the  canvass  and 
the  canvass  assignments.  The  supervisor  is  responsible  to  ensure  that  no 
one  is  missed.  You  will  need  to  recanvass  until  everyone  has  been  con¬ 
tacted.  There  is  nothing  wrong  in  recontacting  those  previously  contacted 
to  determine  if  they  might  have  additional  information.  This  may  mean 
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returning  to  addresses  several  times.  Make  sure  everyone  at  every  address, 
residential  or  business,  is  contacted  and  interviewed. 

Case  Example 

The  St.  Louis  County  Police  investigated  the  disappearance 
of  a  10-year-old  female  who  was  walking  in  her  neighbor¬ 
hood  to  a  friend’s  residence.  A  personal  alarm  belonging  to 
the  victim  was  located  on  the  street  2  blocks  from  her  home. 

Police  responded  immediately  and  conducted  a  neighbor¬ 
hood  canvass  and  search  for  the  victim.  Investigators  con¬ 
tinued  the  canvass  to  make  certain  all  individuals  who  had 
reason  to  be  in  the  area  were  contacted.  This  required  re¬ 
turning  time  and  time  again  to  the  area.  Eight  days  after  the 
initial  disappearance,  the  victim’s  body  was  located  12  miles 
away  in  another  jurisdiction.  Investigators  focused  on  an 
individual  who  lived  in  the  victim’s  neighborhood  and  whose 
father  had  a  business  located  1h  block  from  the  body  recovery 
site.  The  individual  was  identified  through  continued  can¬ 
vassing.  Based  on  the  information  the  detective  obtained 
during  this  extended  canvass,  the  subject  was  arrested, 
charged,  and  convicted  (information  courtesy  of  Detective 
Laura  Nehring  and  Lieutenant  David  Glenn,  St.  Louis  Coun¬ 
ty  Police,  MO). 


The  Search 


Another  important  procedure  is  the  search  for  the  victim.  When  searching 
for  a  missing  child,  keep  in  mind  that  they  may  be  dead  already,  and  you 
are  not  looking  for  a  live  victim.  Professionally  speaking,  this  would  never 
be  shared  with  the  victim’s  family.  Many  times,  children  have  been  recov¬ 
ered  alive  after  being  abducted.  However,  sex-related  stranger  abductions 
usually  prove  to  be  fatal.  Over  half  the  time,  the  victim’s  body  will  be 
concealed,  as  compared  to  those  in  most  murders  (Hanfland,  Keppel,  and 
Weis,  1997).  A  child’s  body  can  be  hidden  in  small  places;  therefore,  a 
thorough  search  of  all  areas  of  possible  concealment  must  be  conducted. 
Because  the  victim’s  body  is  the  most  important  source  of  physical  evi¬ 
dence  linking  the  suspect  to  the  victim,  a  well-planned  thorough  search 
is  paramount  to  the  investigation. 

If  you  do  not  have  a  sufficient  number  of  law  enforcement  officers 
available  to  search,  consider  using  reserve  officers,  members  of  the 
National  Guard,  and  armed  forces  reserves  as  additional  personnel.  A 
good  workable  search  team  consists  of  between  15  and  25  members. 
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All  searches  need  to  be  coordinated  with  canine  units,  tracking  and 
cadaver  dogs,  so  as  not  to  disturb  or  complicate  any  scent. 

For  canvassing  and  searching,  it  is  important  to  have  current  maps 
of  the  area  available.  This  is  important  to  help  determine  the  areas  in 
which  to  concentrate  activities.  In  canvassing,  it  is  important  to  contact 
individuals  who  were  in  the  area  at  the  time  of  the  disappearance.  In 
searching,  it  is  important  to  consider  those  uninhabited  areas  where  a 
body  can  be  concealed. 

Law  enforcement  agencies  should  not  rely  upon  anything  less  than  pro¬ 
fessional  police  assistance.  Under  no  circumstance  should  agencies  be  using 
trustees  or  prisoners  in  any  aspect  of  the  investigation,  in  particular,  in 
searches  for  the  victim,  the  victim’s  body,  or  various  sites  and  crime  scenes. 

Canvassers  and  searchers  need  to  be  informed  that  bindings  play  a 
larger  role  in  these  cases  than  other  types  of  murders.  If  a  victim’s  body 
is  found  with  bindings  in  place  or  there  is  evidence  they  had  been  there 
but  were  removed,  the  source  needs  to  be  located.  They  are  often  found 
in  the  suspect’s  residence  or  workplace. 

In  searching  any  given  area,  consideration  needs  to  be  given  to  the 
duration  of  the  search,  hours  of  light,  age  of  the  victim,  terrain  to  be 
covered,  weather  conditions,  and  number  of  personnel  available.  Always 
be  aware  of  and  obtain  any  surveillance  videos  in  the  immediate  area. 
Check  fast-food  restaurants  and  discount  stores  for  videos  at  the  time  of 
the  abduction,  along  with  various  locations  of  children’s  entertainment. 
For  the  suspect,  this  is  a  seduction,  and  he  may  buy  gifts  for  the  victim 
and  food.  In  the  suspect’s  mind,  he  is  trying  to  make  the  abduction  and 
his  association  with  the  child  appear  to  be  as  normal  as  possible. 

Conduct  a  systematic  search  from  the  victim’s  last  known  location 
out,  in  a  '/2-mile  radius,  and  expand  it  to  1  '/2-mile  radius  to  look  for  the 
victim-suspect  contact  location. 

Any  basic  grid  search  method  can  be  used,  as  long  as  you  are  thorough 
in  doing  it.  For  details  on  search  patterns,  as  well  as  general  search  infor¬ 
mation,  see  the  Internet  site  for  the  National  Association  of  Search  and 
Rescue  (NASAR)  at:  http://www.NASAR.org. 

If  available,  use  specialized  search  teams  to  conduct  searches  that 
cannot  be  easily  done  on  foot.  There  are  specialized  air  search  teams,  fixed 
wing  and  helicopter;  canine  units;  horse  teams;  marine;  and  off-road 
vehicles  (consider  using  conventional  four-wheel  vehicles  and  not  ATVs, 
which  tend  to  destroy  evidence  and  are  noisy). 

All  search  personnel  need  to  be  informed  that  if  they  observe  potential 
evidence,  including  the  victim’s  body,  they  are  not  to  handle,  pick  up, 
touch,  or  move  it.  They  are  to  secure  it  and  restrict  the  immediate  area 
around  it  until  crime  scene  technicians  can  process  it. 
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As  you  investigate,  consider  that  the  primary  motive  for  child  abduc¬ 
tion  murder  is  sex.  Techniques  used  in  the  investigation  of  sex  crimes  are 
also  useful  in  these  cases.  Crime  scene  processing  should  give  the  same 
consideration  to  murder  and  sex  crimes. 

Victims 


Any  child  under  the  age  of  18  is  a  potential  victim.  The  majority  of  victims 
are  victims  of  opportunity,  as  opposed  to  those  targeted  due  to  some 
physical  characteristic.  Older  teenage  females  and  younger  males  are  more 
likely  victims  than  others  (Hanfland,  Keppel,  and  Weis,  1997).  The  pri¬ 
mary  motivation  for  child  abduction  murder  is  sexual  assault.  As  victims, 
their  lifestyles  are  typically  low  risk  and  are  different  than  a  lot  of  murder 
victims  who  are  often  engaged  in  high-risk  activities,  like  drug  dealing, 
prostitution,  gangs,  and  other  criminal  activity. 

Most  victims  of  child  abduction  murder  are  normal  average  kids, 
living  normal  lives  with  their  families.  They  are  typically  engaging  in 
children’s  social  activities,  playing,  and  going  to  and  from  school. 

The  typical  victim  is  a  white  female,  age  1 1  (Hanfland,  Keppel,  and 
Weis,  1997).  Males  under  age  12  are  more  likely  to  be  victimized  than 
older  males.  Older  females  are  more  likely  to  be  victims  than  younger 
ones.  Remember  that  children  of  all  ages  and  either  sex  can  be  victimized. 
The  main  motivation  for  the  suspect  is  sexual  in  nature.  In  the  suspect’s 
thinking,  this  is  a  seduction.  Typically,  the  victim  will  be  killed  in  a 
stranger  abduction. 

Suspects 

The  majority  of  suspects  in  these  cases  are  white  males,  age  27,  single, 
living  with  someone  else,  unemployed  or  underemployed  if  working, 
considered  strange  by  others,  with  a  history  of  past  violent  crimes  against 
children  (Hanfland,  Keppel,  and  Weis,  1997).  Usually,  they  are  not  under 
any  formal  custody  status.  They  are  considered  to  be  socially  marginal 
individuals  by  others. 

Their  inadequate  personalities  make  it  difficult  for  them  to  establish 
or  maintain  a  relationship  with  adult  females.  They  may  prefer  an  adult 
female  partner,  but  because  of  their  poor  social  skills  or  unattractiveness, 
they  are  unsuccessful  in  establishing  any  type  of  social  relationship  with 
a  mature  member  of  the  opposite  sex.  Frustrated,  they  progress  to  some¬ 
one  younger  and  smaller  that  they  can  forcibly  control  for  the  purposes 
of  sexual  gratification.  Because  of  their  lack  of  employment  or  being 
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underemployed,  they  usually  have  to  live  with  someone.  Quite  often,  it 
is  only  a  relative  who  will  allow  them  to  live  with  them.  Due  to  the  sexual 
nature  of  this  crime,  few  of  these  types  of  abductions  are  committed 
exclusively  by  females.  The  females  typically  act  in  conjunction  with  a 
domineering  male.  Roy  Hazelwood  described  them  as  suspects  who  are 
“compliant  victims”  (Hazelwood  and  Michaud,  2001). 

Suspects  are  often  overlooked  because  they  live,  work,  and  socialize 
in  the  immediate  area  of  the  abduction.  Due  to  their  economic  situations, 
they  do  not  always  have  their  own  means  of  vehicle  transportation  and 
may  have  to  borrow  or  even  rent  a  vehicle  for  use  in  transporting  the 
victim’s  body  to  the  body  recovery  site. 

In  most  of  these  cases,  within  a  week  the  suspect’s  name  is  in  the 
investigation  report;  however,  not  necessarily  as  the  suspect.  A  good  strat¬ 
egy  on  unsolved  cases  is  to  go  back  over  the  investigation  after  the  first 
week  and  determine  how  various  individuals  were  cleared  or  not  cleared 
from  the  case. 

Also,  run  a  check  on  the  criminal  history  information  on  the  various 
names  associated  with  the  case,  including  all  witnesses  and  volunteers. 
Check  records  for  registered  sex  offenders  and  offenders  who  have  com¬ 
mitted  crimes  against  children,  who  live  or  work  in  the  immediate  area. 
Check  with  your  state  clearinghouse  or  violent  crimes  tracking  units  on 
similar  crimes. 

Suspect  Interview  Strategies 

Interview  and  interrogate  all  suspects.  Because  the  main  motivation  is 
sexual  in  nature,  the  strategies  used  in  sex  crime  investigations  also  work 
in  these  cases.  Gaining  rapport  with  any  suspect  and  treating  him  with 
respect  will  often  provide  the  opening  needed.  During  these  cases,  it  is 
important  to  not  let  your  true  feelings  be  exposed.  End  all  interrogations 
by  asking  the  suspect  about  previous  incidents.  It  is  surprising  how  many 
suspects  are  serial  offenders. 

Victim-Suspect  Relationship 

In  most  cases,  the  relationship  between  victim  and  suspect  is  one  of  being 
strangers.  Even  though  they  are  strangers  to  one  another,  the  suspect  is 
often  overlooked  because  he  lives,  works,  and  socializes  in  the  immediate 
area.  So,  while  he  is  a  stranger  to  the  victim,  he  is  not  a  stranger  to  the 
area.  The  suspect  may  know  or  have  knowledge  of  the  victim.  Older 
females  are  more  likely  to  be  killed  by  strangers,  as  are  younger  males. 
Knowing  the  age  and  gender  of  the  victim  should  provide  some  focus 
on  evaluating  suspects. 
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Important  Sites 

Child  abduction  murders  are  different  in  general  from  most  murder 
investigations  in  that  there  are  a  number  of  important  sites  and  crime 
scenes  associated  with  them.  In  the  majority  of  murder  cases,  all  events 
occur  in  one  location:  the  victim  and  suspect  come  into  contact  with  each 
other,  there  is  an  assault  causing  death,  and  the  victim’s  body  is  left  where 
it  falls.  This  is  not  true  in  child  abduction  cases.  A  number  of  different 
sites  have  to  be  located  for  those  unknowing  witnesses  and  evidence 
linking  the  suspect  to  the  victim. 

While  there  may  be  a  separation  in  distance  between  sites  and 
where  the  victim  and  suspect  live,  the  sites  can  occur  individually  at 
different  locations,  all  at  the  same  location  or  in  groups.  Each  site  is 
a  potential  crime  scene  and  needs  to  be  treated  as  such.  The  area  needs 
to  be  sealed  off  and  protected  until  it  can  be  processed  as  a  crime  scene 
for  evidence. 

Last  Seen  or  Known  Location 

The  last  seen  or  known  location  site  is  where  the  victim  was  last  known 
to  be  or  was  seen.  It  is  typically  not  their  residence;  however,  most  were 
last  seen  within  a  half  mile  of  their  front  doors  (Hanfland,  Keppel,  and 
Weis,  1997).  Keep  in  mind  that  the  younger  the  victim,  the  closer  to  home 
this  location  will  be. 

Initial  Contact  Site 

The  initial  contact  site  is  where  the  killer  made  contact  with  the  victim. 
This  site  can  be  quite  close  to  the  last  known  location  and  can  enhance 
the  reasons  for  a  thorough  canvass  and  search.  This  is  the  one  location 
where  the  suspect  has  to  expose  himself  to  the  possibility  of  being  seen 
by  others.  It  may  be  momentary,  but  it  is  the  one  location  the  suspect  has 
no  control  over.  As  the  victim  is  often  one  of  opportunity  for  the  suspect, 
he  has  no  control  over  where  he  will  make  contact  with  the  victim.  This 
location  provides  the  potential  for  those  unknowing  witnesses  who  may 
have  a  description  of  the  suspect  and  his  vehicle.  This  site  is  usually  within 
a  half  mile  or  3  city  blocks  of  the  victim’s  last  known  location,  and  a  third 
of  the  time  within  a  quarter  mile  of  the  suspect’s  residence  (Hanfland, 
Keppel,  and  Weis,  1997).  Hence,  the  importance  of  determining  the  vic¬ 
tim’s  last  known  location  and  then  canvassing  and  searching  out  in  a 
minimum  of  a  half  mile  radius  for  the  location  where  the  suspect  and 
victim  came  into  contact  with  each  other. 
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Murder  Site 

The  murder  site  is  the  location  where  the  suspect  killed  the  victim.  Due 
to  their  size,  children  are  least  able  to  withstand  physical  assault  and 
control  by  adults.  Three  quarters  of  the  sites  will  be  within  200  feet  of 
the  body  recovery  site  (Hanfland,  Keppel,  and  Weis,  1997).  The  impor¬ 
tance  in  finding  this  site  is  that  it  is  second  only  to  the  body  recovery  site 
in  yielding  physical  evidence  that  links  the  suspect  to  the  victim.  As  the 
majority  of  child  victims  are  killed  within  200  feet  of  the  body  recovery 
site,  it  is  important  to  initially  tape  off  an  area  at  least  200  feet  out  from 
the  victim’s  body.  You  can  always  make  a  crime  scene  smaller;  however, 
it  is  almost  impossible  to  enlarge  one.  The  distance  from  the  victim 
suspect  contact  site  is  often  at  least  1.5  miles  and  even  further. 

Body  Recovery  Site 

The  body  recovery  site  is  that  location  where  the  victim’s  body  is  recov¬ 
ered.  This  site  is  important  for  locating  evidence  linking  the  suspect  to 
the  victim.  This  is  not  an  easy  site  to  find,  because  over  half  of  the  victims’ 
bodies  are  concealed.  The  suspect  wants  to  increase  the  distance  between 
himself  and  the  victim.  Keep  this  in  mind  when  searching  for  victims, 
they  may  be  concealed  and,  unfortunately  due  to  their  small  size,  can  be 
placed  in  small  areas. 

All  sites  need  to  be  secured  until  properly  processed  by  crime  scene 
technicians  or  skilled  and  experienced  investigators.  For  older  victims, 
the  distances  are  usually  greater  than  those  for  younger  ones. 

There  are  other  important  sites  or  scenes  to  consider.  Give  thought 
to  the  routes  of  travel  on  remote  sites.  Canvass  individuals  along  those 
routes  to  determine  what  individuals  or  vehicles  used  the  routes  just  prior 
to  and  after  the  victim’s  disappearance.  Research  indicates  that  suspects 
will  return  to  body  recovery  sites  until  discovered  by  the  police.  Search, 
at  a  minimum,  on  either  side  of  the  route  for  a  distance  of  at  least  a  mile 
from  the  body  recovery  site,  as  far  as  someone  can  throw  something  from 
a  vehicle. 

If  there  is  a  separation  in  sites,  consider  possible  modes  of  vehicle 
transportation  used.  When  a  suspect  is  identified,  consider  searching  all 
vehicles  he  may  have  used  or  had  access  to.  Remember,  suspects  may  even 
rent  or  steal  a  vehicle.  Always  obtain  necessary  search  warrants. 

In  the  St.  Louis  County  case  previously  cited,  the  suspect  had  to  return 
with  a  vehicle  in  order  to  move  the  victim’s  body  from  his  residence  to 
where  she  was  found  12  miles  away. 

Quite  often,  the  victim  or  body  will  have  been  at  the  suspect’s  resi¬ 
dence.  These  are  sex  cases,  and  the  suspect  has  a  reason  for  taking  the 
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victim  to  his  residence.  Remember  to  search  all  of  the  suspect’s  residence 
not  only  for  evidence  of  the  victim’s  presence  but  also  for  photos,  journals, 
and  other  evidence. 

Many  states  have  civilian  volunteer  agencies  that  will  help  out  in  many 
ways.  Unfortunately,  most  are  named  in  memory  of  some  child  victim. 
Make  yourself  aware  of  these  nonprofit  groups.  They  are  an  excellent 
resource  for  additional  manpower  and  assistance. 

For  additional  information,  consider  the  following  references  and 
resources:  “Child  Abduction  Response  Plan”  available  through  your  local 
FBI;  “Missing  and  Abducted  Children:  A  Law  Enforcement  Guide  to  Case 
Investigation  and  Program  Management”  by  the  National  Center  for 
Missing  and  Exploited  Children;  and  “Case  Management  for  Missing 
Children  Homicide  Investigation”  published  by  the  Office  of  Attorney 
General,  State  of  Washington. 


The  Amber  Alert  Plan 


The  Amber  Plan  is  a  voluntary  partnership  between  law-enforcement 
agencies  and  broadcasters  to  activate  an  urgent  bulletin  in  the  most  seri¬ 
ous  child-abduction  cases. 

Information  on  the  Amber  Plan  can  be  accessed  on  their  Web  site  at: 
http://www.missingkids.com/html/amberplan.html. 

Broadcasters  use  the  Emergency  Alert  System  (EAS),  formerly  called 
the  Emergency  Broadcast  System,  to  air  a  description  of  the  missing  child 
and  suspected  abductor. 

This  is  the  same  concept  used  during  severe  weather  emergencies. 
The  goal  of  the  Amber  Alert  is  to  instantly  galvanize  the  entire  community 
to  assist  in  the  search  for  and  safe  return  of  the  child. 

The  Amber  Plan  was  created  in  1996  as  a  powerful  legacy  to  9-year- 
old  Amber  Hagerman,  a  bright  little  girl  who  was  kidnapped  and  bru¬ 
tally  murdered  while  riding  her  bicycle  in  Arlington,  TX.  The  tragedy 
shocked  and  outraged  the  entire  community.  Residents  contacted  radio 
stations  in  the  Dallas  area  and  suggested  they  broadcast  special  “alerts” 
over  the  airwaves  so  that  they  could  help  prevent  such  incidents  in  the 
future. 

In  response  to  the  community’s  concern  for  the  safety  of  local  chil¬ 
dren,  the  Dallas/Fort  Worth  Association  of  Radio  Managers  teamed  with 
local  law-enforcement  agencies  in  northern  Texas  and  developed  this 
innovative  early  warning  system  to  help  find  abducted  children.  Statistics 
show  that  when  abducted  a  child’s  greatest  enemy  is  time. 
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How  Does  the  Amber  Plan  Work? 

Once  law  enforcement  has  been  notified  about  an  abducted  child,  they 
must  first  determine  if  the  case  meets  the  Amber  Plan’s  criteria  for  trig¬ 
gering  an  alert. 

Each  program  establishes  its  own  Amber  Plan  criteria;  however,  the 
National  Center  for  Missing  and  Exploited  Children  suggests  three  criteria 
that  should  be  met  before  law  enforcement  confirms  a  child  has  been 
abducted: 

•  Alert  is  activated 

•  Law  enforcement  believes  the  circumstances  surrounding  the  ab¬ 
duction  indicate  that  the  child  is  in  danger  of  serious  bodily  harm 
or  death 

•  There  is  enough  descriptive  information  about  the  child,  abduc¬ 
tor,  and  suspect’s  vehicle  to  believe  an  immediate  broadcast  alert 
will  help 

If  these  criteria  are  met,  alert  information  must  be  put  together  for 
public  distribution.  This  information  can  include  descriptions  and  pic¬ 
tures  of  the  missing  child,  the  suspected  abductor,  a  suspected  vehicle, 
and  any  other  information  available  and  valuable  to  identifying  the  child 
and  suspect. 

The  information  is  then  faxed  to  radio  stations  designated  as  primary 
stations  under  the  Emergency  Alert  System  (EAS). 

The  primary  stations  send  the  same  information  to  area  radio  and 
television  stations  and  cable  systems  via  the  EAS,  and  it  is  immediately 
broadcast  by  participating  stations  to  millions  of  listeners. 

Radio  stations  interrupt  programming  to  announce  the  Alert,  and 
television  stations  and  cable  systems  run  a  “crawl”  on  the  screen,  along 
with  a  picture  of  the  child. 

For  more  information  about  the  Amber  Plan,  call  1-800-THE-LOST. 

The  National  Center  for  Missing  and  Exploited  Children,  a  nonprofit 
advocacy  group  based  in  Alexandria,  VA,  estimates  that  20  children  in  the 
country  have  been  saved  because  of  the  network  (Liu  and  Ortiz,  2002). 

Teenage  Girls  Rescued  and  Abducter  Killed  by  Police  — 

An  Amber  Alert  Case 

On  August  1 ,  2002  in  the  early  morning  hours,  a  convicted 
felon  named  Roy  Ratliff  abducted  two  teenage  girls,  ages  16 
and  17  from  a  lover’s  lane.  Thus  began  a  12-hour  ordeal  for 
the  two  teenage  girls  who  were  sexually  assaulted  by  their 
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assailant  and  were  minutes  away  from  being  killed  when 
rescued  by  sheriff’s  deputies. 

Ratliff,  who  was  on  the  run  from  a  carjacking  incident  in  Las 
Vegas,  NV,  was  also  wanted  on  a  $3  million  warrant  in  the 
rape  of  a  Mojave,  California  woman.  The  two  teenage  girls, 
who  were  not  friends,  were  in  two  separate  cars,  each  with 
a  boy,  in  a  lover’s  lane  area,  when  they  were  accosted  some¬ 
time  after  midnight. 

The  Abduction 

Ratliff  pulled  up  in  a  gray  Saturn  that  he  had  stolen  at  gun¬ 
point  in  Las  Vegas  2  weeks  earlier.  Police  believed  he  was 
initially  looking  for  another  car,  because  the  Saturn  had  a 
flat  tire  when  he  came  upon  the  teenagers.  The  offender 
approached  the  couple  in  the  Bronco,  which  was  the  only 
vehicle  in  the  parking  lot.  At  gunpoint,  he  ordered  the  male 
teenager  out  of  the  truck  and  ordered  the  female  to  remain 
in  the  Bronco.  He  then  demanded  money  from  the  male 
before  tying  him  up  with  duct  tape  to  a  pole.  As  Ratliff  was 
preparing  to  leave,  a  second  car,  occupied  by  a  teenage  cou¬ 
ple,  came  into  the  lot.  He  accosted  them  and  then  tried  to 
tape  the  two  teenagers  together  in  their  car.  When  that  did 
not  work,  he  taped  the  male  to  the  steering  wheel  with  silver 
duct  tape  and  dragged  the  female  back  to  the  Bronco.  He 
then  left  the  scene  with  his  two  female  captives  in  the  Bronco, 
which  he  had  stolen  from  the  first  couple.  One  of  the  young 
men  was  finally  able  to  untie  himself  at  approximately  1:45 
a.m.  He  called  his  sister,  who  called  9-1-1.  The  police  were 
on  the  scene  by  1:58  a.m.  Police  estimated  that  the  crime 
occurred  around  12:30  a.m.,  meaning  that  the  offender  al¬ 
ready  had  a  significant  amount  of  time  to  leave  the  area. 

The  discovery  that  the  two  girls  were  kidnapped  set  in  mo¬ 
tion  a  massive  manhunt.  Ultimately,  at  least  half  a  dozen  law 
enforcement  agencies  in  southern  California  were  intensively 
involved,  and  the  search  drew  in  motorists  statewide  through 
the  new  California  Child  Safety  Amber  Network,  which  posts 
kidnapping  alerts  on  electronic  freeway  signs  as  well  as  on 
radio  and  television. 

Suspect  Spotted 

It  was  the  Amber  Alert  System  that  provided  authorities  with 
their  first  sighting  of  the  suspect.  At  approximately  9:30  a.m., 
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a  motorist  advised  a  deputy  that  he  saw  the  white  Bronco 
on  California  178  in  the  Walker  Pass  area,  about  70  miles 
east  of  Bakersfield.  Around  11:30  a.m.,  a  Caltrans  flagman 
working  on  a  highway  construction  site  was  listening  to  the 
radio  and  heard  the  Amber  alert.  Moments  later,  he  looked 
up  and  saw  the  Bronco  pass  by.  He  called  the  California 
Highway  Patrol  (CHP)  dispatch.  At  this  point,  the  Kern 
County  Sheriff’s  Department  and  CHP  were  converging  on 
the  area,  which  is  a  two-lane  road  through  a  rugged  area. 
Also  taking  part  in  the  manhunt  were  five  law  enforcement 
helicopters  and  three  airplanes.  Three  of  the  helicopters  fo¬ 
cused  on  the  California  178  area  as  the  hunt  intensified. 

About  the  same  time,  authorities  said,  a  Kern  County  animal 
control  officer  spotted  the  Bronco  on  White  Blanket  Road, 
a  dirt  road  that  traverses  the  White  Blanket  Indian  allotment, 
a  rural  and  rugged  area  off  California  178.  She  immediately 
notified  the  Sheriff’s  Department.  This  location  was  almost 
100  miles  away  from  where  the  kidnapping  occurred  12 
hours  earlier.  However,  the  Amber  alert  was  statewide. 

Two  deputies,  fames  Stratton  and  Larry  Thatcher,  who  were 
driving  separate  units,  were  nearest  to  the  area.  They  re¬ 
sponded  to  the  site  and  spotted  the  Bronco  about  50  feet  in 
front  of  them.  The  suspect,  Ratliff,  also  saw  the  deputies 
approaching.  He  suddenly  sped  up,  swerved  off  the  dirt  road, 
and  then  barreled  down  a  hill,  where  the  Bronco  became 
hung  up  on  a  rock  in  a  dry  riverbed.  The  deputies,  knowing 
that  their  sedans  could  not  traverse  this  rough  terrain, 
jumped  out  of  their  patrol  cars  and  rushed  down  the  hill 
toward  the  Bronco.  As  they  approached  the  suspect,  the  dep¬ 
uties  yelled  to  the  suspect  to  get  out.  According  to  the  police, 
Ratliff  hollered,  “No  way!  No  way!” 

Ratliff,  a  convicted  felon,  had  two  strikes  against  him.  Under 
California  law,  a  third  offense  would  place  him  in  jail  for  the 
rest  of  his  natural  life.  The  outstanding  warrant  for  rape,  his 
crime  spree  of  carjacking,  and  the  robbery,  abduction,  and 
subsequent  rape  of  the  two  teenagers  guaranteed  that  this 
guy  would  not  see  the  light  of  day  if  apprehended. 

The  Confrontation 

According  to  Kern  County  Sheriff  Carl  Sparks  in  an  inter¬ 
view  for  a  special  FOX  News  Broadcast  (August  3,  2002): 
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Ratliff  reached  into  the  hack  seat  and  pulled  out  a  weapon. 
Deputy  Stratton  fired  one  round  into  the  rear  of  the  Bronco, 
shattering  the  back  window.  That  was  when  Deputy  Thatcher 
saw  Ratliff  coming  up  with  the  gun.  Deputy  Thatcher  and 
Stratton  fired  and  saw  Ratliff  slump  over.  In  the  interim,  Dep¬ 
uty  Stratton,  who  was  firing  from  the  rear,  suddenly  realized 
that  the  girls  were  still  in  the  Bronco.  He  stopped  firing  and 
began  to  assist  them  out  of  the  Bronco  and  led  them  to  safety. 
As  Deputy  Thatcher  approached  the  driver’s  side,  Ratliff  sud¬ 
denly  came  up  with  a  gun  in  his  hand.  That  was  when  Deputy 
Thatcher  fired  twice  more  killing  the  suspect. 

After  the  rescue,  the  authorities  learned  that  both  young 
women  were  raped  and  sexually  assaulted.  Both  of  the  vic¬ 
tims  had  tape  on  their  wrists  at  the  time  of  their  rescue. 
Investigators  believed  that  Ratliff  brought  his  two  captives 
to  this  isolated  and  desolate  location  in  Kern  County  to  kill 
them  and  bury  them.  In  his  mind,  he  had  nothing  to  lose. 
In  the  opinion  of  the  author,  this  would  be  the  classic  be¬ 
havior  of  a  sexual  psychopath. 

The  legislation  necessary  to  launch  the  Amber  Alert  System 
made  its  debut  in  California  the  week  before  this  kidnapping. 
The  general  public,  the  media,  and  the  police  recognized  the 
benefits  of  this  alert  system  in  action  as  the  details  of  this 
case  were  broadcast  nationwide.  Certainly,  this  cooperative 
venture  prevented  another  tragedy,  and  a  dangerous  preda¬ 
tor  was  killed  in  the  police  action. 

At  the  site  where  the  girls  were  rescued  and  their  assailant 
killed,  an  obviously  pleased  Sheriff  Carl  Sparks  stood  about 
a  dozen  feet  away  from  the  dead  man’s  body  and  stated,  “We 
don’t  have  to  rehabilitate  [this]  son-of-bitch. .  .and  there  will 
be  no  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court”  (Guccione,  Blankstein, 
and  Landsberg,  2002). 

Considering  this  offender’s  record,  what  he  had  done  to  his 
victims,  and  the  fact  that  he  would  have  killed  them  had  the 
police  not  intervened,  the  author  could  not  agree  more  with 
the  sheriff’s  opinion. 


Conclusion 


Children,  sadly,  are  at  risk  of  abduction  and  sex-related  murder  due  to 
the  menace  of  the  pedophile  predators  in  our  society.  The  year  2002 
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certainly  brought  attention  to  this  issue  with  the  number  of  high-profile 
child  abductions  and  sex-related  homicides  that  occurred  within  a  short 
time  span.  Although  the  data  indicate  that  these  incidents  are  statistically 
rare,  they  are  horrendous  crimes.  Child  abduction  cases  affect  not  only 
the  immediate  family  of  the  victim,  but  also  entire  communities  and  our 
society  as  a  whole,  as  media  coverage  of  the  event  is  nationally  broadcast. 

The  law  enforcement  community  has  come  to  realize  that  sex-related 
child  abductions  are  cause  for  immediate  action  and  response,  along  with 
the  enlistment  of  assistance  from  the  general  public  as  well  as  the  media. 
A  delay  in  reporting  such  incidents  may  not  seem  important;  however, 
studies  indicate  that  a  little  under  half  of  the  abducted  children  are  mur¬ 
dered  within  1  hour  of  their  abduction;  75%  are  dead  within  3  hours, 
and  90%  are  killed  within  24  hours  (Hanfland,  Keppel,  and  Weis,  1997). 

The  Amber  Alert  Plan,  which  was  recently  adopted  nationwide,  is  a 
direct  result  of  the  concern  and  public  response  generated  by  these  high- 
profile  cases,  along  with  the  realization  that  law  enforcement  alone  cannot 
adequately  deal  with  the  potential  threat  posed  by  the  child  abductor. 
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Sex  Slave  Torture  and 
Serial  Murder  Case 


In  Chapter  1,  “Human  Sexuality  and  Sexual  Deviance,”  I  mentioned  this 
case  as  a  classic  example  of  sexual  sadism  as  defined  in  DSM-IV  (1994). 
In  Chapter  2,  “The  Investigative  Significance  of  Fantasy  in  Sex-Related 
Incidents,”  I  presented  various  examples  of  how  the  sexual  sadist  incor¬ 
porates  fantasy  into  the  criminal  event.  This  chapter  focuses  on  one 
particular  offender,  who  is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  author,  a  classic  psy¬ 
chopathic  sexual  sadist. 

David  Parker  Ray  created  a  torture  chamber  in  which  he  would  sys¬ 
tematically  engage  in  physical  and  psychological  torture  of  his  victims, 
whom  he  referred  to  as  his  “slaves.”  He  evidently  was  excited  by  the  sight 
of  his  victims’  suffering  and  helplessness,  because  he  photographed  and 
videotaped  them.  He  reportedly  experienced  pleasurable  sexual  arousal 
through  the  infliction  of  various  forms  of  physical  and  emotional  pain 
on  the  young  women  he  treated  as  objects.  When  he  finished  “playing” 
with  them,  he  would  kill  them. 

Ray  would  then  get  rid  of  the  bodies  of  his  victims  by  taking  them 
out  to  rural  areas  around  a  large  lake. 

At  the  time  of  his  arrest,  David  Parker  Ray  was  62  years  of  age.  He 
was  a  serial  killer  suspected  in  multiple  sex-torture  murders.  Authorities 
believed  he  was  responsible  for  the  murders  of  over  30  young  women.  He 
was  captured  under  classical  circumstances  in  which  a  potential  victim 
of  sex-related  homicide  managed  to  escape  and  notify  authorities.  He  was 
arrested  on  March  22, 1999,  along  with  his  live-in  girlfriend,  Cindy  Hendy, 
39  years  old,  who  was  participating  in  these  events.  His  daughter,  Glenda 
“Jessie”  Ray,  32  years  old,  was  subsequently  charged  in  connection  with 
some  of  the  sex-related  events.  The  New  Mexico  State  Police  charged 
David  Parker  Ray  with  rape,  sexual  assault,  and  attempted  murder. 
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David  Ray  was  a  Mechanic  III  for  the  New  Mexico  State  Parks  Depart¬ 
ment.  He  was  assigned  to  the  Elephant  Butte  Lake  State  Park,  where  he 
had  access  to  a  25-mile  long  lake  in  a  rural  area  of  New  Mexico  State. 
Subsequent  police  investigation  revealed  that  Ray  killed  his  business  part¬ 
ner  in  1989.  This  case  remained  unsolved  at  the  time  of  his  arrest.  At  the 
time  of  that  event  in  1989,  the  body  surfaced.  As  a  result  of  this  episode, 
Ray  slit  open  and  dismembered  the  other  bodies  he  put  in  the  lake  to 
prevent  them  from  surfacing. 

Ray  targeted  prostitutes  or  young  women  who  were  drug  addicts  and 
would  not  be  missed.  He  posed  as  a  police  officer,  using  his  Dodge  RAM 
as  a  police  vehicle.  He  had  a  police  radio  and  “Kojack”  light  on  the  floor, 
which  he  could  use  to  pull  over  cars  or  purport  to  be  a  police  officer. 

He  also  had  a  badge  and  fake  police  identification,  which  were  recov¬ 
ered  from  his  home  and  vehicle  during  the  execution  of  the  search  war¬ 
rant.  Police  discovered  chains,  locks,  and  bolts  in  the  vehicle,  which  he 
used  to  secure  his  “prisoners”  (Figure  12.1  and  Figure  12.2). 


Figure  12.1  David  Ray's  "police”  vehicle.  The  subject  equipped  his  Dodge 
RAM  to  make  it  appear  to  be  an  official  vehicle.  (Courtesy  of  Deputy  District 
Attorney  fim  Yontz,  New  Mexico  District  Attorney's  Office.) 
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Figure  12.2  Police  badge  and  identification.  Bogus  police  credentials.  (Courtesy 
of  Deputy  District  Attorney  Jim  Yontz,  New  Mexico  District  Attorney's  Office.) 


The  Capture  of  the  Sex  Slave 

On  March  19,  Cindy  Jones  ( not  real  name)  was  “working”  as  a  street 
prostitute  in  Albuquerque,  NM.  She  was  introduced  to  Ray,  who  told  her 
he  wanted  oral  sex  in  the  back  of  his  Toyota  RV.  They  agreed  to  the  sum 
of  $20.00.  When  Jones  and  Ray  got  into  the  back  of  the  RV,  his  female 
accomplice  Cindy  Hendy  was  waiting  in  the  rear  of  the  RV.  Ray  showed 
Cindy  Jones  a  badge  and  told  her  she  was  under  arrest. 

Hendy  and  Ray  took  Jones  into  “custody.”  Jones’  clothes  were  removed, 
and  she  was  tied  up  with  duct  tape  and  handcuffed.  A  steel  collar  with  a 
chain  attached  was  placed  around  her  neck,  and  she  was  driven  to  a 
residence  in  Elephant  Butte,  NM.  She  was  then  secured  to  a  metal  post 
next  to  a  bed.  While  at  the  Elephant  Butte  residence  of  Ray,  she  was  subject 
to  various  acts  of  sexual  torture  and  rape.  On  March  22,  Ray  and  Hendy 
played  an  “introductory  tape”  for  Jones,  which  described  the  torture  and 
sexual  abuse  she  would  receive  as  a  slave.  The  introductory  tape  described 
her  being  kept  as  a  sex  slave,  and  explained  that  during  this  time,  she 
would  be  subject  to  electric  shock,  forced  oral  sex,  the  use  of  large  dildos, 
as  well  as  sex  with  animals,  and  she  was  informed  that  Ray  had  killed  girls 
in  the  past.  When  she  heard  this  graphic  tape,  she  was  afraid  that  if  she 
were  ever  taken  to  the  secured  room  that  Ray  described,  she  would  be 
killed.  That  was  when  she  decided  to  make  her  escape. 
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Victim  Escapes 

Jones,  who  was  captured  on  March  19,  was  held  by  her  captors  at  their 
home  for  3  days.  However,  on  the  afternoon  of  March  22,  Jones  was  able 
to  escape  from  the  house.  Hendy  was  supposed  to  watch  Jones  and  keep 
her  secured  according  to  the  procedures  Ray  outlined  in  his  instructions 
sheet.  (Authorities  recovered  these  procedures  during  the  crime  scene 
search.)  Hendy  left  the  room  without  securing  the  “slave,”  which  provided 
Jones  with  an  opportunity  to  reach  the  keys  to  the  lock  for  the  chain  that 
held  her  to  a  metal  pole.  Jones  was  also  able  to  reach  the  telephone  from 
which  she  dialed  9-1-1.  Hendy  suddenly  came  into  the  room  and  saw  her 
on  the  phone.  She  attacked  Jones  before  she  could  complete  the  call. 
Hendy  hit  Jones  with  a  lamp  and  knocked  her  down,  but  Jones  was  still 
able  to  find  the  key  to  unlock  her  chain.  Once  she  got  the  chain  unlocked 
from  the  post,  Jones  fought  off  Hendy  with  an  ice  pick  that  was  used  to 
torture  her,  and  she  fled  the  house.  Jones  ran  from  the  house  wearing 
nothing  except  the  chain  and  the  collar  around  her  neck.  She  tried  to  flag 
down  cars  on  the  road,  but  no  one  would  stop.  Jones  spotted  a  house 
with  the  front  door  open,  and  she  ran  into  the  house  and  locked  the  door 
behind  her.  The  shocked,  60-year-old  female  resident  looked  up  and  saw 
a  hysterical  naked  woman  standing  in  her  living  room. 

The  resident,  Mrs.  Brown  ( not  real  name)  and  her  husband  called  9- 
1-1  and  told  the  operator  that  a  naked  woman  ran  into  their  house  and 
requested  police  assistance. 

9-1-1 


The  9-1-1  operator  who  received  the  call  initiated  by  Jones  at  the  Ray 
house  heard  what  sounded  like  a  fight  in  the  background,  when  suddenly, 
the  phone  was  hung  up.  He  dispatched  officers  to  that  address,  called 
back,  and  received  a  busy  signal.  When  he  called  back  a  second  time, 
Hendy  answered  the  phone  and  told  him  everything  was  fine  and  that  no 
call  had  been  made  from  that  residence.  The  dispatcher  did  not  believe 
her  and  advised  the  responding  units  to  use  caution,  because  something 
was  not  right  at  that  address. 

Later,  it  was  verified  that  this  was  the  9-1-1  call  that  Jones  made  before 
the  phone  was  hung  up  by  Hendy.  The  subsequent  police  investigation 
revealed  that  the  busy  signal  at  the  Ray  house  occurred  when  Hendy  called 
Ray  at  work.  He  told  his  coworkers  he  had  a  problem  at  the  house,  and 
he  immediately  left  in  his  Toyota  RV. 

The  9-1-1  operator  dispatched  police  to  the  Brown  residence  and 
Ray’s  house. 
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At  the  Brown  house,  officers  met  the  hysterical  Jones,  who  advised 
them  of  her  capture  and  sexual  abuse.  Jones  was  taken  to  the  local  hospital 
and  treated  for  her  injuries.  She  had  numerous  bruises  and  injuries  to  her 
body  as  well  as  evidence  of  sexual  torture  (Figure  12.3  and  Figure  12.4). 


Initial  Victim  Statement 


Jones  told  the  responding  police  officers  and  the  investigators  that  she 
was  stripped  and  kept  naked,  with  a  leather  collar  around  her  neck,  and 
chained  to  a  pole  in  the  bedroom.  She  told  the  police  that  while  she  was 
held  at  the  house,  she  was  subject  to  whipping  by  Ray  and  Hendy  and 
other  atrocities,  including  rape  and  sexual  abuse. 

She  also  told  detectives  that  her  garments  were  taken  from  her,  and 
she  was  told  she  would  get  them  back  when  they  were  through  “playing” 
with  her. 

One  of  these  items  was  a  BUM  sweatshirt,  which  was  later  recovered 
at  the  crime  scene. 

Based  on  the  preliminary  statements  of  Jones,  Sierra  County  Deputies 
stopped  and  arrested  Ray  and  Hendy  in  the  Toyota.  Both  suspects  were 
arrested  and  advised  of  their  Miranda  Rights,  and  both  gave  the  same  story. 

Initially,  they  stated  that  they  were  trying  to  help  Jones  get  off  her 
heroin  habit,  and  that  was  why  she  was  held  at  their  residence.  However, 
after  the  arraignment,  their  stories  changed. 


Securing  the  Crime  Scene 

The  officers  who  responded  to  Ray’s  house  to  verify  that  there  was  not  a 
problem  at  the  house  or  victims  inside  entered  through  an  open  rear  door 
and  observed  evidence  of  a  struggle  and  saw  a  gun  in  plain  view.  The 
officers  secured  the  scene  and  called  for  assistance  from  the  New  Mexico 
State  Police.  New  Mexico  State  Police  knew  who  lived  at  the  house  because 
the  New  Mexico  State  Parks  Department  leased  the  property  to  Ray.  New 
Mexico  State  Police  requested  a  search  warrant  for  Ray’s  premises  and 
property. 


The  Search  Warrants 


District  Attorney  Jim  Yontz,  who  realized  the  significance  and  magnitude 
of  this  case,  made  certain  as  he  prepared  the  search  warrants  that  the 
evidence  would  be  legally  protected.  The  fact  that  his  office  was  dealing 
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Figure  12.3  David  Ray's  compound.  The  Ray  compound  was  secured  pending 
the  issuance  of  the  search  warrants.  (Courtesy  of  Deputy  District  Attorney  Jim 
Yontz,  New  Mexico  District  Attorney's  Office.) 


Figure  12.4  Victim.  Victim  was  taken  to  the  hospital  for  treatment,  and  her 
injuries  were  documented  by  photograph.  (Courtesy  of  Deputy  District  Attorney 
Jim  Yontz,  New  Mexico  District  Attorney's  Office.) 
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with  a  possible  serial  murder  case  involving  a  psychopathic  sexual  sadist 
who  had  been  killing  for  a  number  of  years,  as  well  as  the  possibility  of 
additional  suspects,  required  that  the  search  warrants  be  specific.  The 
warrants  itemized  many  of  the  additional  materials  and  sources  of  infor¬ 
mation  that  would  be  required. 

The  author  highly  recommends  that  the  reader  take  note  of  the  mate¬ 
rials  listed  in  the  warrant  applications,  because  these  items  have  great 
evidential  value  in  understanding  and  presenting  the  behaviors  and 
motives  of  these  types  of  suspects.  Yontz  had  additional  search  warrants 
issued,  specifying  particular  materials  to  be  seized: 

•  All  processed  and  unprocessed  film,  videotapes  and  audio  record¬ 
ings,  and  recording  equipment 

•  All  paintings  and  drawings  depicting  sexual  acts,  torture,  and 
bondage  scenarios,  including  commercial  literature 

•  Medical  textbooks,  manuals,  or  other  documents  depicting  first 
aid  and  medical  treatment 

•  Surgical  instruments  or  other  instruments  that  can  be  used  to 
inflict  pain  and  suffering  to  a  person 

•  Items  that  can  be  used  for  body  restraint:  straps,  etc. 

•  Coffins  or  boxes  that  can  be  used  for  body  restraint 

•  Soundproofing  materials 

•  Models  and  display  cabinets  depicting  bondage  scenarios 

•  Medications  or  syringes,  including  hypodermic  needles 

•  Badges  indicating  law  enforcement 

•  Homemade  devices  that  could  be  used  for  torture 

•  Computers  and  hard  drive  memory  as  well  as  any  disks 

•  Word  processor  and  monitor 

•  Drawings  and  pictures  depicting  S&M  or  B&D  activities 

•  Tools,  including  but  not  limited  to  shovels  or  digging  devices 

•  Bank  records,  safety  deposit  boxes,  receipts  for  storage  unit  rentals 
and  other  properties 

•  Soil  samples  and  examination  of  soil  beneath  structures 

•  Handwritten  notes,  checks,  or  other  documents  containing  sam¬ 
ples  of  the  handwriting  of  Ray 

•  Documents  that  reflect  vehicles  previously  owned  or  utilized  by 
Ray 

•  Makeup  kits,  including  makeup  wigs,  hairpieces,  etc. 

•  Trace  evidence  including  but  not  limited  to  hair,  fibers,  latent 
prints,  discarded  materials,  cigarette  butts,  condoms,  hygiene 
products,  medical  treatment  materials,  etc. 
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The  Search 


The  warrant  specified  that  all  vehicles  owned  and  on  the  property  could 
be  searched.  The  search  was  for  trace  evidence,  restraints,  photographs, 
and  an  audiotape  that  was  played  for  the  victim,  as  well  as  any  chains, 
dildos,  whips,  pulleys,  sexual  devices,  belts,  and  electrical  devices.  The 
first  crime  scene  photographs  documented  the  evidence  of  the  struggle 
between  Hendy  and  Jones  as  she  attempted  her  escape.  There  was  a  broken 
lamp  that  Hendy  threw  at  Jones  and  an  ice  pick  that  Jones  used  to  get 
away  from  Hendy.  The  authorities  photographed  the  metal  pole  with  the 
lock  and  chain  to  which  Jones  had  been  secured.  They  also  recovered 
human  hair  attached  to  duct  tape  from  the  wastebasket.  This  was  Jones’ 
hair.  In  addition,  they  found  Jones’  sneakers  and  BUM  sweatshirt.  A 
number  of  sexual  devices  were  also  recovered  in  Ray’s  home. 

Jones  also  mentioned  that  the  offender  told  her  she  was  going  to  be 
brought  to  the  “play  box,”  which  was  actually  a  cargo  trailer  parked  next 
to  the  house  on  the  Ray  property.  Ray  called  it  the  “toy  box.” 

The  warrant  included  this  structure  as  well.  At  the  crime  scene,  offic¬ 
ers  began  gathering  evidence  that  corroborated  Jones’  bizarre  story  with 
evidence  of  sexual  torture.  Yet,  this  was  only  the  tip  of  the  iceberg.  The 
extent  of  the  torture  and  the  magnitude  of  this  case  were  not  realized 
until  authorities  discovered  Ray’s  numerous  toys  and  devices  and  exam¬ 
ined  the  interior  of  the  cargo  trailer. 


The  Toy  Box 

The  toy  box  was  a  15’  X  25’  cargo  trailer  that  Ray  used  for  the  sexual 
torture  games  that  he  played  out  with  his  victims. 

When  the  authorities  entered  the  toy  box,  they  were  amazed  at  the 
collection  of  devices  and  equipment  (Figure  12.5  and  Figure  12.6). 

Inside  the  cargo  trailer  was  a  gynecology  chair,  with  restraints  and 
electrical  wires.  The  silver  wires  running  across  the  chair  were  used  to 
cause  pain  and  force  the  victim  to  move  in  various  positions.  He  then 
would  attach  jumper  cables  to  the  victim’s  nipples  and  groin  area. 

Ray  placed  a  TV  monitor  in  the  right-hand  corner  of  the  trailer  so  his 
victims,  who  were  secured  to  the  chair  as  he  tortured  them,  could  see  what 
he  was  doing  to  them  by  looking  at  the  monitor.  He  had  a  video  camera 
focused  on  the  gynecology  chair  to  view  his  “operations.”  On  the  ceiling 
of  the  trailer  were  chains  and  pulleys  directly  over  the  gynecology  chair. 

The  walls  of  the  cargo  trailer  were  lined  with  shelving,  photographs, 
and  drawings.  On  the  shelves  were  various  instruments.  Authorities 
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Figure  12.5  The  cargo  trailer.  This  was  the  torture  chamber  that  Ray  called 
the  "toy  box."  (Courtesy  of  Deputy  District  Attorney  Jim  Yontz,  New  Mexico 
District  Attorney's  Office.) 


Figure  12.6  Inside  the  cargo  trailer.  Ray  designed  a  torture  chamber  inside  the 
trailer.  (See  color  insert  following  page  236.) 
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collected  hundreds  of  items  that  were  used  to  torture  victims.  These 
included  surgical  tools,  various  sexual  devices,  different  size  dildos,  ropes, 
chains,  a  mechanical  dildo  device,  straps  and  harnesses,  electric  shock 
machines,  first  aid  supplies,  and  anatomically  correct  dolls  that  had  min¬ 
iature  chains  attached  through  their  nipples.  He  had  a  small  library  of 
books  dealing  with  female  anatomy,  human  sexuality,  psychology,  emer¬ 
gency  victim  care,  and  witchcraft.  He  also  had  a  copy  of  the  book,  Amer¬ 
ican  Psycho,  by  Ellis. 

The  drawings  and  photographs  explained  his  procedures,  along  with 
instructions  for  handling  the  sex  slaves  in  captivity. 

The  search  warrant  was  specifically  drawn  to  allow  the  authorities  to 
seize  the  type  of  evidence  that  the  psychopathic  sexual  sadist  would  collect. 

In  the  toy  box  were  photographs  of  other  possible  victims  as  well  as 
a  videotape  of  a  female  victim. 

A  number  of  photographs  and  pictures  of  bondage  scenarios  were 
removed  from  the  toy  box  for  review. 

Eventually,  the  police  were  able  to  identify  some  of  the  victims  from 
photos  and  videotape  taken  by  Ray. 


The  Procedures 


A  sheet  listing  instructions  on  how  to  handle  slaves  was  also  recovered, 
which  supported  the  theory  that  Ray  captured  other  victims  for  sexual 
torture.  The  sheet  was  entitled,  “Handling  the  Captive,”  and  listed  the 
“rules”  and  methods  for  control  and  intimidation  of  the  captive  prisoner. 


"Handling  the  Captive" 


1.  The  new  female  captive  should  be  gagged  and  blindfolded  with 
wrists  and  ankles  chained. 

2.  Move  her  into  the  recreation  room.  Place  her  body  under  the 
suspension  chains. 

3.  Stand  her  up  under  the  chains  and  lock  her  wrists  well  above  her 
head. 

4.  Place  the  neck  chain  around  her  neck  and  lock  it  in  place.  IT  IS 
PERMANENT. 

5.  Clip  her  leg  irons  to  the  floor  chain. 

6.  Use  scissors  to  slowly  remove  her  dress,  blouse,  or  sweater.  Cut 
and  remove  the  bra. 

7.  Fondle  and  abuse  her  breasts,  nipples,  and  upper  part  of  her  body. 
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8.  Keep  her  blindfolded  to  increase  disorientation.  Use  verbal  abuse. 
(Dumb  bitch,  Slut,  etc.) 

9.  Slowly  unzip,  open,  and  remove  the  lower  clothing.  Cut  or  rip  the 
panties  off. 

10.  Fondle  and  abuse  her  sex  organs.  Continue  the  verbal  abuse. 

11.  Attach  the  overhead  suspension  straps  to  her  body:  ankles,  waist, 
hips,  and  upper  chest. 

12.  Remove  the  leg  irons  and  tighten  the  ankle  straps,  pulling  her  legs 
upward  until  the  middle  part  of  her  body  is  horizontal.  (THE 
ANKLE  STRAPS  WILL  FORCE  HER  LEGS  WIDE  APART.) 

13.  Tighten  and  adjust  the  waist,  hip,  and  chest  straps  until  the  middle 
of  her  body  is  straight. 

14.  Clip  the  short  floor  chain  to  the  bottom  ring  on  the  waist  belt,  so 
she  cannot  jerk  or  lift  her  body  upward. 

15.  At  this  point,  the  captive  is  suspended  at  a  convenient  height. 
Immobilized,  and  fully  exposed.  She  is  very  uncomfortable,  dis¬ 
oriented,  and  probably  terrified.  Do  not  cut  her  any  slack.  Con¬ 
tinue  a  lot  of  verbal  and  physical  abuse.  Keep  her  off  balance. 

16.  Do  not  give  her  time  to  collect  her  thoughts.  Use  her  body  aggres¬ 
sively  during  the  first  hour  or  two.  She  will  swear,  struggle  a  lot, 
and  exhaust  herself. 

17.  Particularly  if  the  electroshock  machine  is  used  extensively. 

18.  Intensify  her  fear.  Tell  her  how  she  is  going  to  be  kept  as  a  Sex 
Slave.  Describe  in  detail  how  she  will  be  continually  raped  and 
tortured.  Work  on  her  mind  as  well  as  her  body. 

19.  Keep  her  body  suspended  2  or  3  hours,  then  roll  the  gynecology 
bench  directly  beneath  her.  Lower  her  body  down  on  the  bench. 
Release  one  arm  or  a  leg  at  a  time,  and  secure  it  to  the  bench,  until 
she  is  strapped  down.  Buckle  all  the  straps  on  her  body,  until  she 
is  totally  immobilized,  feet  in  the  stirrups,  and  knees  wide  apart. 

Note:  The  shock  value  of  disorientation,  plus  continous  verbal  abuse 
and  physical  abuse  during  the  first  few  hours  of  confinement,  will  have 
a  great  influence  on  how  docile  and  subdued  the  captive  will  be  during 
the  remaining  period  of  captivity.  If  it  is  done  properly,  she  will  be  intim¬ 
idated  and  much  easier  to  handle. 


The  Audiotapes 


Authorities  discovered  eight  audiotapes  during  the  search  of  the  crime 
scene.  These  included  the  “Introductory  Tape,”  which  was  played  for 
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Jones  before  her  escape,  as  well  as  other  tapes  Ray  made  that  revealed  the 
extent  of  his  sadistic  perversions. 

The  “Introductory  Tape,”  which  is  best  described  as  a  general  advisory 
tape  for  future  female  captives,  was  originally  recorded  by  Ray  on  July  23, 
1993. 

He  stated  on  the  tape  that  it  is  based  on  his  experience  in  dealing  with 
captives  over  several  years. 

Ray  described  in  graphic  detail  the  various  sexual  acts  and  perversions 
the  sex  slave  would  endure. 

The  activities  that  Ray  outlined  included  electric  shock,  forced  oral 
sex,  the  use  of  large  dildos,  as  well  as  sex  with  his  large  dogs.  He  stated, 
“You’ll  be  taken  into  the  living  room  and  put  on  the  floor  on  your  hands 
and  knees,  naked.  Your  wrists,  ankles,  knees,  and  hips  will  be  strapped  to 
a  metal  frame  to  hold  your  body  in  that  position.  The  frame  is  designed 
for  doggie  fuckin’,  your  ass  up  in  the  air,  sex  organs  exposed,  your  tits 
hang’in,  down  on  each  side  of  a  metal  support  bar,  knees  spread  about 
12  inches,  position  similar  to  that  of  a  bitch  dog  in  heat,  right  in  the 
middle  of  the  floor  so  we  can  set  on  the  couch  and  in  chairs,  and  watch. 
I’m  going  to  rub  canine  breeder’s  musk  on  your  back,  the  back  of  your 
neck,  and  on  your  sex  organs.  Now  I  have  three  dogs.  One  of  ‘em  is  a 
very  large  German  shepherd  that  is  always  horny,  and  he  loves  it  when  I 
bring  him  in  the  house  to  fuck  a  woman.” 

He  also  stated  on  the  tape,  “You  are  going  to  be  raped  thoroughly  and 
repeatedly,  in  every  hole  you’ve  got... basically,  you’ve  been  snatched  and 
brought  here  for  us  to  train  and  use  as  a  sex  slave.” 

Ray  also  explained  how  he  and  his  lady  friend  had  kept  sex  slaves  for 
years.  He  talked  about  going  on  “hunting”  trips  to  locate  new  slaves.  He 
also  bragged  about  kidnapping  and  abducting  stranded  female  motorists 
on  the  side  of  the  road  and  keeping  two  slaves  at  the  same  time  for  variety. 

On  the  tape,  Ray  explained  that  he  cannot  get  off  on  a  woman  unless 
he  causes  her  pain.  Ray  stated,  “Mostly  what  we  do  to  a  captive  is  stick 
needles  in  her  breasts  and  through  her  nipples,  through  her  cunt  lips, 
through  her  clit,  and  I’m  into  stretching  certain  things.  As  far  as  needles 
goes,  they’ll  always  be  sterilized... (But)  The  clamps  are  gonna  hurt  like  a 
motherfucker.” 

He  concluded  by  going  into  an  explanation  of  his  “examination”  of 
the  victim,  while  she  is  in  stringent  bondage  and  secured  to  the  gynecol¬ 
ogy  table.  “You  will  be  naked,  and  as  I  said,  you’ll  be  strapped  down  on 
a  gynecology  table  so  you  can’t  wiggle  or  squirm  around.  Consequently, 
before  we  start  on  the  questionnaire,  two  small  electrical  clamps  will  be 
put  on  your  nipples... Each  time  you  fuck  up,  I’m  gonna  press  a  little 
button  and  send  a  few  thousand  volts  of  electricity  through  your  nipples, 
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right  down  into  your  tits.”  Sadistically,  Ray  ends  the  tape  with  the  words, 
“Have  a  nice  day.”  The  authorities,  upon  hearing  the  tape,  were  convinced 
that  Ray  was  a  serial  offender,  who  had  killed  many  times  before. 

The  following  is  a  transcription  of  an  advisory  message  that  was 
tape  recorded  by  Ray  on  July  23, 1993: 

Hello  there,  bitch.  Are  you  comfortable  right  now ?  I 
doubt  it.  Wrists  and  ankles  chained.  Gagged.  Probably 
blindfolded.  You  are  disoriented  and  scared,  too,  I 
would  imagine.  Perfectly  normal,  under  the  circum¬ 
stances.  For  a  little  while,  at  least,  you  need  to  get  your 
shit  together  and  listen  to  this  tape.  It  is  very  relevant 
to  your  situation. 

Pm  going  to  tell  you,  in  detail,  why  you  have  been 
kidnapped,  what’s  going  to  happen  to  you  and  how 
long  you’ll  be  here.  I  don’t  know  the  details  of  your 
capture,  because  this  tape  is  being  created  July  23rd, 

1993  as  a  general  advisory  tape  for  future  female  cap¬ 
tives.  The  information  I’m  going  to  give  you  is  based 
on  my  experience  dealing  with  captives  over  a  period 
of  several  years.  If,  at  a  future  date,  there  are  any  major 
changes  in  our  procedures,  the  tape  will  be  upgraded. 

Now,  you  are  obviously  here  against  your  will,  totally 
helpless,  don’t  know  where  you’re  at,  don’t  know  what’s 
gonna  happen  to  you.  You’re  very  scared  or  very  pissed 
off.  I’m  sure  that  you’ve  already  tried  to  get  your  wrists 
and  ankles  loose,  and  know  you  can’t.  Now  you’re  just 
waitin,  to  see  what’s  gonna  happen  next. 

You  probably  think  you’re  gonna  be  raped  and  you’re 
fuckin’  sure  right  about  that.  Our  primary  interest  is 
in  what  you’ve  got  between  your  legs.  You’ll  be  raped 
thoroughly  and  repeatedly,  in  every  hole  you’ve  got. 

Because,  basically,  you’ve  been  snatched  and  brought 
here  for  us  to  train  and  use  as  a  sex  slave.  Sound  kind 
of  far  out ?  Well,  I  suppose  it  is  to  the  uninitiated,  but 
we  do  it  all  the  time. 


It’s  gonna  take  a  lot  of  adjustment  on  your  part,  and 
you’re  not  gonna  like  it  a  fuckin’  bit.  But  I  don’t  give 
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a  big  rat’s  ass  about  that.  It’s  not  like  you’re  gonna  have 
any  choice  about  the  matter.  You’ve  been  taken  by  force, 
and  you’re  going  to  be  kept  and  used  by  force.  What 
all  this  amounts  to  is  that  you’re  gonna  be  kept  naked 
and  chained  up  like  an  animal,  to  be  used  and  abused 
any  time  we  want  to,  any  way  that  we  want  to.  And 
you  might  as  well  start  gettin  used  to  it,  because  you’re 
gonna  be  kept  here  and  used  until  such  time  as  we  get 
tired  of  fuckin’  around  with  you.  And  we  will,  eventu¬ 
ally,  in  a  month  or  two,  maybe  three.  It’s  no  big  deal. 

My  lady  friend  and  I  have  been  keeping  sex  slaves  for 
years.  We  both  have  kinky  hang-ups  involving  rape, 
dungeon  games,  etc.  We’ve  found  that  it  is  extremely 
convenient  to  keep  one  or  two  female  captives  avail¬ 
able  constantly  to,  uh,  satisfy  our  particular  needs. 
We  are  very  selective  when  we  snatch  a  girl  to  use  for 
these  purposes. 

It  goes  without  saying  that  you  have  a  fine  body  and 
you’re  probably  young,  maybe  very  young.  Because,  for 
our  purposes,  we  prefer  to  snatch  girls  in  the  early  to 
mid  teens,  sexually  developed,  but  still  small  bodied, 
scared  shitless,  easy  to  handle  and  easy  to  train,  and 
they  usually  have  tight  little  pussies  and  assholes.  They 
make  perfect  slaves. 

Any  time  that  we  go  on  a  hunting  trip,  if  we  can’t  find 
a  little  teenager,  we  usually  start  hittin  the  gay  bars, 
look  for  a  well-built,  big-titted  lesbian.  I  thoroughly 
enjoy  rapin’  and  screwin’  around  with  lesbians,  and 
there’s  not  as  much  danger  of  them  carrying  a  sexually 
transmitted  disease.  And  I  don’t  like  usin’  condoms. 
Also,  even  though  they’re  a  little  older,  unless  they’ve 
been  playing  with  dildos  a  lot,  they  still  have  tight  holes 
between  their  legs,  like  the  younger  girls. 

If  we  can’t  find  a  lesbian  that  we  want,  we  snatch 
anything  that  is  young,  clean  and  well  built.  We  very 
seldom  come  back  empty  handed,  cause  there’s  plenty 
of  bitches  out  there  to  choose  from.  And,  with  a  little 
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practice  in  deception,  most  if  ern  is  very  easy  to  get, 
with  little  risk. 

At  this  point,  it  makes  little  difference  what  category 
you  fall  into.  You’re  here  and  we’re  gonna  make  the 
most  of  it.  You’re  going  to  be  kept  in  a  hidden  slave 
room.  It  is  relatively  sound  proof,  escape  proof,  and  it 
is  completely  stocked  with  devices  and  equipment  to 
satisfy  our  sexual  fetishes  and  deviations.  There  may 
or  may  not  be  another  girl  in  the  room.  Occasionally, 
for  variety,  we  like  to  keep  two  slaves  at  the  same  time. 
In  either  case,  as  the  new  girl,  you’ll  definitely  be  get¬ 
ting’  the  most  attention  for  awhile. 

Now,  as  I  said  earlier,  you’re  going  to  be  kept  like  an 
animal.  I  guess  I  been  doin’  this  too  long.  I’ve  been 
rapin’  bitches  ever  since  I  was  old  enough  to  jerk  off, 
and  tie  little  girls’  hands  behind  their  back.  As  far  as 
I’m  concerned,  you’re  a  pretty  piece  of  meat,  to  be  used 
and  exploited.  I  don’t  give  a  flyin  fuck  about  your 
mind  or  how  you  feel  about  this  situation. 

You  may  be  married,  have  a  kid  or  two,  boyfriend, 
girlfriend,  a  job,  car  payment.  Fuck  it.  I  don’t  give  a 
rat’s  ass  about  any  of  that,  and  I  don’t  want  to  hear 
about  it.  It’s  something  you’re  gonna  have  to  deal  with 
after  you’re  turned  loose. 

I  make  it  a  point  never  to  like  a  slave  and  I  fuckin’  sure 
don’t  have  any  respect  for  you.  Here,  your  status  is  no 
more  than  that  of  one  of  the  dogs,  or  of  one  of  the 
animals  out  in  the  barn.  Your  only  value  to  us  is  the 
fact  that  you  have  an  attractive,  usable  body.  And,  like 
the  rest  of  our  animals,  you  will  be  fed  and  watered, 
kept  in  good  physical  condition,  kept  reasonably  clean 
and  allowed  to  use  the  toilet  when  necessary.  In  return, 
you’re  gonna  be  used  hard,  especially  during  your  first 
few  days  while  you’re  new  and  fresh. 

You’re  gonna  be  kept  chained  in  a  variety  of  different 
positions,  usually  with  your  legs  or  knees  forced  wide 
apart.  Your  pussy  and  asshole  is  gonna  get  a  real  work- 
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out.  Especially  your  asshole,  because  I’m  into  animal 
sex.  Also,  both  of  those  holes  are  going  to  be  subjected 
to  a  lotta  use  with  some  rather  large  dildos,  among 
other  things.  And  it  goes  without  sayin,  that  there’s 
gonna  be  a  lot  of  oral  sex.  On  numerous  occasions, 
you’re  gonna  be  forced  to  suck  cock  and  eat  pussy  until 
your  jaws  ache  and  your  tongue  is  sore.  You  may  not 
like  it,  but  you’re  fuckin’  sure  gonna  do  it. 

And  that’s  the  easy  part.  Our  fetishes  and  hang- ups 
include  stringent  bondage,  dungeon  games,  a  little  sa¬ 
dism,  nothing  serious  but  uncomfortable  and  some¬ 
times  painful.  Just  a  few  little  hang-ups  that  we  like  to 
use  when  we’re  gettin  off  on  a  bitch.  Heh,  heh.  If  you’re 
a  young  teenybopper,  and  ignorant  about  fetishes  and 
deviations,  you’re  about  to  get  an  enlightening  crash 
course  in  sex.  Who  knows,  you  may  like  some  of  it.  It 
happens,  occasionally.  If  we  wanna  take  the  time  and 
trouble,  even  under  these  conditions,  most  bitches  can 
be  brought  to  orgasm. 

Now  I’ve  already  told  you  that  you’re  gonna  be  here  a 
month  or  two,  or  maybe  three,  if  you  keep  us  turned 
on.  If  it’s  up  to  my  lady,  we’d  keep  you  indefinitely.  She 
says  it’s  just  as  much  fun  and  less  risky.  But  personally, 
I  like  variety.  A  fresh  pussy,  now  and  then,  to  play 
with.  We  take  four  or  five  different  girls  each  year, 
depending  on  our  urges  and  sometimes  accidental  en¬ 
counters.  Basically,  I  guess  we  are  like  predators.  We’re 
always  lookin’.  Occasionally,  some  sweet  little  thing 
will  be  broke  down  on  the  side  of  the  road,  walkin’, 
bicyclin’,  joggin. 

Anytime  an  opportunity  like  that  presents  itself,  and 
it’s  not  too  risky,  we’ll  grab  her.  Even  if  we’ve  already 
got  a  captive  in  the  playroom.  Variety  is  definitely  the 
spice  of  life. 

Now  I’m  sure  that  you’re  a  great  little  piece  of  ass  and 
you’re  gonna  be  a  lot  of  fun  to  play  with,  but  I  will  get 
tired  of  you  eventually.  If  I  killed  every  bitch  that  we 
kidnapped,  there’d  be  bodies  strung  all  over  the  country. 
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And  besides,  I  don’t  like  killin’  a  girl,  unless  it  is  absolutely 
necessary.  So  I’ve  devised  a  safe,  alternate  method  of 
disposal.  I  had  plenty  of  bitches  to  practice  on  over  the 
years,  so  I’ve  pretty  well  got  it  down  pat.  And  I  enjoy 
doin,  it.  I  get  off  on  mind  games.  After  we  get  completely 
through  with  you,  you’re  gonna  be  drugged  up  real 
heavy,  with  a  combination  of  Sodium  Pentothal  and 
Phenobarbital.  They  are  both  hypnotic  drugs  that  will 
make  you  extremely  susceptible  to  hypnosis,  autohyp¬ 
nosis  and  hypnotic  suggestion.  You’re  gonna  be  kept 
drugged  a  couple  of  days,  while  I  play  with  your  mind. 
By  the  time  I  get  through  brainwashing  you,  you’re 
not  gonna  remember  a  fuckin’  thing  about  this  little 
adventure.  You  won’t  remember  this  place,  us,  or  what 
has  happened  to  you.  There  won’t  be  any  DNA  evi¬ 
dence,  because  you’ll  be  bathed,  and  both  holes  be¬ 
tween  your  legs  will  be  thoroughly  flushed  out.  You’ll 
be  dressed,  sedated,  and  turned  loose  on  some  country 
road,  bruised,  heh,  sore  all  over,  but  nothing  that 
won’t  heal  up  in  a  week  or  two. 

Author’s  note:  (This  piece  of  information  proved 
to  be  valuable  in  corroborating  the  statements  of 
another  victim  who  was  eventually  identified  and 
located  through  certain  materials  confiscated  dur¬ 
ing  search  of  David  Parker  Ray’s  residence  and  the 
toy  box.) 

The  thought  of  being  brainwashed  may  not  be  appeal¬ 
ing  to  you,  but  we  been  doin’  it  a  long  time  and  it 
works.  And  it’s  the  lesser  of  two  evils.  I’m  sure  that  you 
would  prefer  that,  in  lieu  of  being  strangled  or  having 
your  throat  cut. 

Okay,  undoubtedly,  somebody’s  gonna  be  lookin’  for 
you.  There  may  or  may  not  be  a  missing  persons  report. 
But  nobody’s  gonna  be  lookin’  for  you  here.  They  don’t 
have  any  idea  where  you’re  at.  You  don’t  even  know 
where  you’re  at.  We’re  always  very  careful  about  that. 
There  are  not  gonna  be  any  knights  in  shining  armor 
coming  to  rescue  you.  You  are  strictly  on  your  own  and, 
under  the  circumstances,  I  bet  that  is  a  scary  thought. 
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If  there  is  another  girl  in  the  room,  she  wont  be  able 
to  help  you  either.  Because  she’s  gonna  be  in  the  same 
position  you’re  in. 

As  for  escaping,  I’m  sure  you’ll  try  to  figure  out  a  way. 
That’s  human  nature.  But  it’s  not  hardly  even  worth 
talking  about  here.  It  would  not  be  prudent  on  our 
part  to  have  you  running  around  in  the  woods  scream¬ 
in’  rape. 

It  would  be  an  embarrassment,  to  say  the  least.  Con¬ 
sequently,  you  are  gonna  be  kept  in  an  environment 
that  is  even  more  secure  than  a  prison  cell.  If  it  has  not 
already  been  done,  very  shortly  a  steel  collar  is  going 
to  be  padlocked  around  your  neck.  It  has  a  long,  heavy 
chain  that  is  padlocked  to  a  ring  in  the  floor.  The  collar 
will  never  be  removed,  until  you  are  turned  loose.  It’s 
a  permanent  fixture. 

The  hidden  playroom,  where  you’re  gonna  be  kept,  has 
steel  walls,  floor  and  ceiling.  It  is  virtually  soundproof 
and  has  a  steel  door  with  two  keyed  locks.  The  hinges 
are  welded  on  and  there  are  two  heavy  deadbolts  on 
the  outside.  The  room  is  totally  escape  proof,  even  with 
tools.  Anytime  that  you  are  left  unattended  in  the 
room,  your  wrists  will  be  chained  and  there  are  elec¬ 
tronic  sensors  to,  uh,  let  us  know  if  you  move  around 
too  much.  And  if  that’s  not  enough,  there  is  a  closed- 
circuit  TV  system  with  a  surveillance  camera.  It’s  wired 
to  the  main  TV  in  the  living  room  so  we  can  check  you 
once  in  awhile,  or  just  set  and  watch  you  for  the  fun 
of  it.  Electronics  is  a  wonderful  thing.  Expensive,  but 
hell,  everything  in  the  room  is  expensive,  and  damn 
well  worth  it.  If  everybody  knew  how  much  fun  it  was 
to  keep  a  sex  slave,  half  the  women  would  be  chained 
up  in  somebody’s  basement.  Anyway,  we’ve  had  a  lot 
of  practice  at  this  and,  uh,  we’re  not  real  concerned 
about  you  escaping.  You’re  fuckin’  sure  not  gonna  go 
anywhere. 

Now  if  you’re  not  already  naked,  you  soon  will  be.  Your 
clothing  will  be  bagged  up  and  saved  until  such  time 
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as  we  decide  to  turn  you  loose.  As  far  as  being  naked 
goes,  you  might  as  well  get  used  to  it.  For  what  you  are 
gonna  be  used  for,  clothing  would  just  be  in  the  way. 
Besides,  I  like  watching  a  naked  womans  body,  all  of 
it,  whether  it  be  in  a  room  or  on  the  TV  set. 

As  I’ve  already  said,  you’ll  be  fed  and  watered  on  a 
regular  basis.  Not  as  much  of  either  as  you’re  used  to, 
I’m  sure,  but  enough  to  keep  you  healthy.  You’ll  only 
be  fed  once  a  day,  like  the  rest  of  the  animals.  And 
during  the  first  few  days,  until  you  adjust  to  it  and 
your  stomach  shrinks  up,  you’re  going  to  feel  a  little 
weak  and  you’ll  be  hungry  all  the  time.  It  won’t  take 
long,  three  or  four  days.  And  during  the  first  few  days, 
until  you  adjust  to  the  environment,  I  prefer  to  keep 
you  in  a  weakened  condition  anyway. 

Now  you  already  know  that  you’ve  been  kidnapped 
and  brought  here  for  us  to  train  and  use  as  a  sex  slave. 
I  realize  that  being  abducted  and  being  forced  into 
sexual  slavery  is  a  hard  pill  to  swallow.  Some  girls  really 
have  a  lot  of  trouble  with  it  and  I’m  sure  that  you  will, 
to  a  certain  extent.  But  face  it,  you  can’t  get  away,  you 
can’t  say  no.  You’re  gonna  be  naked  all  the  time.  You 
won’t  be  able  to  struggle  or  resist.  You’re  gonna  have 
to  lay  there  and  take  it,  good  or  bad,  no  matter  what 
is  being  done  to  you.  A  scary  thought ?  Yes,  but  there 
are  no  options.  Nothing  that  you  can  say  or  do  will 
change  the  fact  that  it’s  going  to  happen.  Many  girls 
beg  and  plead. 

Almost  all  of  ’em  cry  a  lot,  especially  during  the  first 
three  or  four  days.  And  some  of  ’em  scream  and  threat¬ 
en.  But  I  have  a  poster  on  the  wall  in  the  playroom 
that  says  it  all.  If  they’re  worth  takin,  they’re  worth 
keepin.  And  I’m  going  to  tell  you,  just  so  you  know, 
since  you  are  being  kept  here  against  your  will,  we  will 
never  trust  anything  you  say,  do  or  promise.  You  are  a 
potential  threat  to  us  and  you  will  always  be  treated 
as  such.  On  numerous  occasions,  bitches  have  told  me 
that  they’d  do  anything  I  wanted  ’em  to  do,  if  I’d  just 
take  the  chains  off.  I’ve  been  offered  ransom  money 
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and  I’ve  even  had  girls  tell  me  they  liked  it.  But  I  like 
to  use  the  chains,  money’s  not  that  important  and 
masochists  are  rare  as  hell.  Heh,  heh,  I  wonder  what 
your  scam’s  gonna  be.  Not  anything  that  I  haven’t 
heard  before,  I  bet,  if  you  get  a  chance  to  talk  at  all. 

Well  let’s  change  the  subject,  a  little  bit.  You  already 
know  that,  for  the  most  part,  you’re  gonna  be  kept  in 
the  playroom.  But,  once  in  awhile,  we  like  to  take  a 
captive  into  the  bedroom,  in  chains  of  course.  Also,  we 
have  a  couple  of  real  close  friends  that  we  party  with 
once  in  awhile.  They  know  about  our  hang-ups  and 
don’t  have  any  problem  with  fuckin’  a  slave.  You  may 
be  required  to  service  them  occasionally.  But  that’s  an 
easy  one,  for  the  most  part,  just  fuckin’  and  suckin’. 
They  don’t  get  into  the  heavier  stuff. 

However,  when  we  have  a  party,  sometimes  I  like  to 
put  on  a  little  show  that  you  won’t  like  at  all.  You’ll  be 
taken  into  the  living  room  and  put  on  the  floor  on  your 
hands  and  knees,  naked.  Your  wrists,  ankles,  knees  and 
hips  will  be  strapped  to  a  metal  frame  to  hold  your 
body  in  that  position.  The  frame  is  designed  for  doggie 
fuckin’,  your  ass  up  in  the  air,  sex  organs  exposed,  your 
tits  hangin  down  on  each  side  of  a  metal  support  bar, 
knees  spread  about  twelve  inches,  position  similar  to 
that  of  a  bitch  dog  in  heat,  right  in  the  middle  of  the 
floor  so  we  can  set  on  the  couch  and  in  chairs,  and 
watch.  I’m  going  to  rub  canine  breeder’s  musk  on  your 
back,  the  back  of  your  neck,  and  on  your  sex  organs. 
Now  I  have  three  dogs.  All  of‘em’s  male,  cause  I  don’t 
need  any  fuckin’  pups.  One  of‘em  is  a  very  large  Ger¬ 
man  shepherd  that  is  always  horny,  and  he  loves  it 
when  I  bring  him  in  the  house  to  fuck  a  woman.  After 
I  let  him  in  the  house,  he’ll  sniff  around  you  a  little  bit 
and,  within  a  minute,  he’ll  be  mounting  you.  There’s 
about  a  50-50  chance  which  hole  he’ll  get  his  penis 
into,  but  it  doesn’t  seem  to  bother  him  whether  it’s  the 
pussy  or  the  asshole.  His  penis  is  pretty  thin.  It  goes  in 
easy,  but  it’s  about  ten  inches  long  and  when  he  gets 
completely  excited,  it  gets  a  hell  of  a  knot  right  in  the 
middle  of  it.  Now  I’ve  had  slaves  tell  me  that  it  feels 
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like  they  got  a  baseball  inside  of  ‘em.  It  doesn’t  take 
long.  He’s  gonna  hump  you  real  fast  for  about  three  or 
four  minutes.  And  while  he’s  doin’  it,  he’ll  wrap  his 
front  legs  around  your  chest  to  hold  himself  in  position. 
And,  in  the  process,  he’ll  probably  scratch  your  tits  up 
a  little  bit,  with  his  claws. 

After  he  gets  through,  he  usually  turns  around  and  tries 
to  pull  out.  Oh,  he’ll  jerk  a  little,  not  much,  mostly  just 
steady  pressure.  And  I’ve  timed  it.  The  knot  will  usually 
shrink  up  enough  to  come  outta  your  pussy  in  about 
three  minutes.  If  he’s  in  your  asshole,  about  five  min¬ 
utes.  I  don’t  use  the  dog  all  that  often,  but  I  don’t 
deprive  him  of  pussy  either.  There’s  no  doubt  that  he’s 
going  to  be  on  you  a  few  times  while  you’re  here,  be¬ 
cause  I  like  watching  it.  And  any  time  it’s  just  you,  me 
and  the  dog,  it  will  always  be  in  your  butt.  The  dog 
knot  on  his  penis  is  big  and  extremely  uncomfortable 
when  he’s,  uh,  pushing  it  back  and  forth  way  up  in  her 
anus.  I  really  enjoy  watching  a  girl  wiggle,  jerk  and 
squirm  around  while  he’s  doin,  it.  Consequently,  I  give 
him  a  little,  uh,  assistance  gettin,  it  in  the  right  hole. 

Now  if  you  think  all  of  this  stuff  is  sick  and  depraved, 
you  haven’t  seen  anything  yet.  This  is  a  different  world. 
Among  our  small  circle  of  friends,  little  things  like  rape, 
kidnapping,  doggie  fucking,  stuff  like  that,  are  every¬ 
day  occurrences.  Matter  of  course.  Here,  anything  can 
happen  and  often  does.  We  like  livin’  in  the  mountains, 
because  it’s  quiet,  secluded,  private  and  everybody 
minds  their  own  business.  The  only  close  house  belongs 
to  our  friends  and  they  don’t  hear  or  see  anything. 

Okay,  let’s  talk  about,  uh,  your  training,  the  rules  and 
punishment.  Here,  you  are  a  slave  and  discipline  is 
extremely  strict.  You’re  gonna  be  given  a  set  of  rules, 
things  you  can  and  cannot  do,  and  you  will  learn  to 
comply  because  each  time  you  violate  a  rule,  you  will 
be  punished.  As  soon  as  each  rule  is  told  to  you,  it 
will  become  law  as  far  as  you’re  concerned.  And  you 
know  what’s  gonna  happen  every  time  you  fuck  up. 
Well  use  a  couple  of  methods  of  punishment.  A  whip 
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is  an  excellent  training  aid,  so  is  an  electroshock  ma¬ 
chine.  Any  time  you  get  out  of  line,  one  or  both  will 
be  used  on  your  body  and  I  assure  you,  it  will  not  be 
pleasant.  There  is  not  many  rules  and  they’re  very 
easy  to  remember.  But  you’re  gonna  make  mistakes. 
Every  slave  does.  I  don’t  like  repeat  offenders.  It  gets 
me  very  upset.  During  the  first  few  hours,  the  first 
time  you  violate  a  certain  rule  (tape  skips)  a  teaching 
process.  The  second  time  you  violate  the  same  rule, 
you’ll  be  lightly  punished.  And  the  third  time  you 
violate  it,  it’s  gonna  be  full  punishment.  After  the  first 
day,  we  won’t  cut  you  any  slack  at  all.  We  will  expect 
total  obedience. 

Now  let’s  start  this  off  right.  You  are  a  slave.  You  don’t 
realize  it  yet,  but  you  will  eventually.  I’m  your  master 
and  the  lady  is  your  mistress.  You  will  be  totally  docile. 
You’ll  be  very  quiet  and  you’ll  speak  only  when  spoken 
to.  Never  initiate  conversation.  Keep  your  mouth  shut. 
Any  time  that  you  are  spoken  to,  you  will  be  required 
to  respond  and  it  will  be  with  proper  speech.  Remember 
that  we  are  in  the  dungeon  game  and  as  long  as  you 
are  here,  it’s  the  only  game  in  town.  Any  time  that  you 
are  asked  a  question  where  a  yes  or  no  answer  is  re¬ 
quired,  you  will  respond  by  saying,  “yes,  master;  no, 
mistress;  no,  master;  etcetera.”  You  will  show  proper 
respect.  Having  to  use  the  word  master  or  mistress  may 
sound  funny,  petty  or  vain  to  you,  but  that’s  all  right. 
If  you  choose  not  to  do  it,  you  can  laugh  while  you’re 
being  whipped  or  when  your  body  is  convulsing  under 
the  electroshock  machine. 

You  will  respond  to  commands  without  protest  or  re¬ 
sistance.  Do  exactly  what  you’re  told,  nothing  else.  Re¬ 
member  that  here  you  are  a  slave  and  failure  to  respond 
to  a  command  will  definitely  get  you  in  trouble.  If  I 
decide  to  rape  you  in  your  pussy  or  in  your  asshole, 
don’t  resist  or  struggle.  When  I  tell  you  to  spread  your 
legs,  or  to  pull  em  back,  you  say,  “yes,  master”  and 
obey  the  command,  cause  to  do  anything  less  will  get 
you  beaten.  If  I  tell  you  I  want  to  be  sucked  off,  you 
say,  “yes,  master”  and  open  your  mouth. 
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I  love  oral  sex,  if  it’s  done  right.  You’re  going  to  be 
taught  exactly  the  way  I  like  it.  How  to  use  your  lips 
and  tongue.  Well  be  practicing  a  lot  and  each  time, 
when  I  get  ready  to  come,  I’m  going  to  push  my  penis 
down  your  throat  and  keep  it  there  until  I  get  through 
squirtin’.  I’m  not  gonna  choke  you,  but  you  need  to 
learn  to  hold  your  breath  and  to  swallow  every  bit  of 
the  sperm.  If  I  see  one  drop  leaking  out  of  your  mouth, 
I’m  gonna  punish  you.  Basically,  it’s  gonna  be  the  same 
with  your  mistress.  If  she  demands  oral  sex,  you  say 
yes  mistress  and  respond.  She  also  will  teach  you  ex¬ 
actly  the  way  she  likes  it.  And  you  will  keep  using  your 
tongue  on  her  pussy  until  she  gets  off. 

Now,  I  can’t  foresee  what  kind  of  bitch  you’re  gonna 
be,  how  you  feel  about  oral  sex  or  any  of  that  shit.  But 
I  am  gonna  tell  you  this.  If,  during  oral  sex  or  any  other 
time,  you  should  bite  one  of  us,  I’m  going  to  cut  on  you 
a  little  bit.  I’ll  cut  your  nipple  off  for  a  starter  and  if 
it’s  a  bad  bite,  I’ll  cut  your  tit  off,  too.  That  may  sound 
harsh,  but  your  teeth  are  serious  weapons  and  we’re 
not  gonna  tolerate  any  shit  from  you.  I  have  been  bitten 
and  I’ve  cut  off  nipples,  so  don’t  fuck  around.  That’s 
enough  said  about  that. 

Remember  the  commands,  yes,  master;  no,  mistress.  If 
your  mistress  should  come  into  the  room  and  tells  you 
to  get  down  on  the  floor  or  lay  down  on  the  floor,  you 
say,  “yes,  mistress”  and  then  lay  down  on  the  floor  exactly 
the  way  she  told  you  to  do.  If  she  tells  you  to  pull  your 
knees  up,  you  say,  “yes,  mistress”  and  pull  your  knees  up. 
If  she  tells  you  to  spread  your  knees,  you  say,  “yes,  mis¬ 
tress”  and  spread  ‘em,  wide  apart  and  hold  them  there 
so  she  can  play  with  your  pussy,  use  dildos  or  whatever. 

A  slave  must  always  obey  every  command  and  offer  no 
resistance.  Remember  that.  Never  say  no  unless  it’s  jus¬ 
tified,  like  in  response  to  a  question.  If  either  one,  or 
both  of  us,  decide  to  put  you  in  a  different  bondage 
position,  the  chains  will  be  taken  off  the  various  parts 
of  your  body,  wrists  and  ankles,  never  off  of  your  neck. 
Don’t  kick,  struggle  or  resist  in  any  way.  If  you  do,  you’re 
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going  to  be  in  a  world  of  hurt.  If  you’re  told  to  hold  your 
leg  out  so  a  chain  can  be  attached  to  your  ankle,  you 
say,  “yes,  master”  or  “yes,  mistress,”  and  hold  your  leg 
out.  For  repeated  rule  violations,  the  punishments  are 
eventually  gonna  become  harsh  and  even  brutal  and 
you  won’t  have  anyone  to  blame  but  yourself. 

Now  I  should  also  tell  you  that  there’s  gonna  be  times 
when  the  whip  and  electroshock  is  used  not  for  pun¬ 
ishment,  but  for  our  pleasure.  The  difference  will  be 
that  when  it’s  done  for  pleasure,  the  whip  strokes  will 
be  much  lighter.  They’ll  sting  like  hell,  but  they  won’t 
have  that  burning  sensation  and  leave  welts  that  hurt 
for  hours.  As  for  the  electroshock  machine,  the  voltage 
will  be  turned  down.  It  won’t  be  that  harsh  electricity 
that,  uh,  makes  your  body  convidse  and  jerk  all  over 
the  table.  You  haven’t  experienced  any  of  that  yet,  but 
I’m  sure  that  you  will.  To  avoid  these  punishments 
you’re  gonna  have  to  be  very  quiet,  very  docile,  and 
very  obedient  and  1  imagine  that’s  gonna  be  very  hard 
for  you  to  do.  You’ll  probably  try  us  a  few  times,  to  see 
if  this  is  real.  Heh,  heh,  most  captives  do.  If  you  want 
to,  be  my  guest,  because  it’s  all  part  of  the  game. 

Now  let’s  discuss  talking.  You  cannot  talk,  you  cannot 
speak  unless  you’ve  been  given  permission.  I  believe 
that  rule  gets  more  bitches  in  trouble  than  anything 
else,  because  they  can’t  keep  their  damn  mouth  shut. 
They  always  wanna  whine,  beg,  plead,  try  to  talk  me 
into  turning  ’em  loose.  I  used  to  listen  to  it.  I  don’t  any 
more.  I  enjoy  blessed  silence.  Around  here,  your  mouth 
is  for  sucking,  not  talking.  Around  here,  the  only  time 
I  ever  want  to  hear  you  initiate  speech  is  if  you  have  to 
use  the  restroom,  and  you  will  learn  to  do  it  properly. 
Master,  may  I  please  use  the  restroom,  or  mistress,  may 
I  please  use  the  restroom.  In  response,  we  will  ask  you 
what  you  need  to  do.  If  you  have  to  pee,  you  say,  “pee, 
master”  or  “pee,  mistress.”  If  you  have  to  crap,  you  say, 
“crap,  master,”  or  “crap,  mistress.”  It  will  be  done  that 
way  because,  quite  often,  you  will  be  in  heavy  restraints, 
a  lot  of  straps  on  your  body,  chains  on  your  wrists  and 
ankles,  a  bunch  of  stuff  that’s,  uh,  time  consuming  and 
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hard  to  get  loose.  If  you  have  to  pee,  we’ll  use  a  bedpan. 
If  you  have  to  shit,  you  may  have  to  hold  it  awhile. 
Whatever  the  case,  we  need  to  know.  And  you  definitely 
need  to  tell  us.  Because  if  you  make  a  mess,  you  re  going 
to  be  punished  and  you  have  to  clean  it  up. 

Now,  I’ve  covered  the  basics  pretty  thoroughly.  You  know 
to  keep  your  mouth  shut  and  not  try  to  talk.  You  know 
the  proper  way  to  say  master  or  mistress  and  you  know 
how  you’re  expected  to  act  and  respond  to  commands. 
If  you  can  learn  to  do  all  of  that,  there  will  not  be  a 
great  deal  of  punishment.  Well  get  along  pretty  good. 

(End  of  tape  alarm  sounds.) 

The  end  of  side  one.  Turn  the  tape  over. 

(Side  two  begins.) 

There’s  going  to  be  a  lot  of  other  things  done  to  your 
body  besides  just  fuckin’  and  suckin’.  But  for  that,  for 
the  most  part,  you’ll  either  be  in  stringent  bondage,  or 
strapped  down  on  a  gynecology  table.  You  won’t  be  able 
to  struggle  or  resist  anyway.  Now  you’re  going  to  be 
required  to  learn  fast.  Training  is  not  one  of  my  favorite 
things  to  do  and  I  prefer  fucking  around  with  a  slave 
that’s  already  trained.  I’ve  already  given  you  the  basics, 
so  there  is  not  that  much  to  learn.  But  until  you  accept 
the  fact  that  you  are  a  slave,  you’re  gonna  have  prob¬ 
lems  with  it. 

Remember  that  each  time  you  fuck  up,  you  are  gonna 
be  punished.  And  after  it’s  happened  a  few  times,  you’re 
really  gonna  dread  it.  Some  girls  tend  to  be  a  little 
rebellious.  I  sure  as  hell  wouldn’t  advise  that,  cause  it 
will  get  you  in  serious  trouble.  Here,  you  definitely  need 
to  be  docile.  You’re  not  in  any  position  to  be  otherwise. 
We’ve  done  this  so  many  times  that  we  know  exactly 
what  we  like  to  do  with  a  slave.  We  don’t  go  out  of  our 
way  to  brutalize  a  girl.  If  you  don’t  give  us  any  trouble, 
we  won’t  do  any  more  to  your  body  than  is  necessary 
to  satisfy  our  sexual  needs. 
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Initially,  when  we’ve  got  a  new  girl  in  the  playroom, 
we’re  kinda  like  a  kid  with  a  new  toy.  You  are  fresh  and 
exciting  and  we’re  gonna  spend  a  lot  of  time  playing 
with  you.  Later,  after  the  newness  wears  off,  things  will 
settle  into  something  of  a  routine.  We’ll  only  be  spending 
three  or  four  hours  each  day  in  the  playroom.  Your 
gonna  have  a  lot  of  free  time  to  rest,  sleep,  watch  TV,  or 
whatever.  If  you’re  acting  halfway  decent,  you’ll  be  left 
in  a  reasonably  comfortable  position  so  you  can  relax. 

As  far  as  sex  goes,  your  mistress  is  going  to  want  her 
pussy  eaten  a  couple  of  times  a  day.  For  my  part,  I  like 
getting’  off  in  a  slave  twice  and  sometimes  three  times 
each  day,  usually  in  her  mouth  or  in  her  asshole.  Don’t 
get  me  wrong.  I’m  gonna  be  stickin  my  dick  in  your 
cunt  once  in  awhile,  too.  But  for  the  most  part  when  I 
use  that  hole,  it’s  going  to  be  with,  uh,  large  dildos. 
We’re  going  to  be  in  and  out  of  the  room  several  times 
each  day,  but  you  will  have  a  lot  of  free  time. 

Now  I  gotta  tell  you  that  there’s  another  side  to  the 
coin.  Once  in  awhile  we  get  a  bitch  that  is  resentful, 
rebellious,  won’t  mind,  uncooperative.  That  doesn’t 
work  here.  I’m  sure  that  you  realize  you’re  on  thin  ice. 
As  long  as  you  have  chains  on  your  body,  don’t  try 
either  one  of  us.  It  is  an  extremely  dangerous  thing  to 
do  because,  if  necessary,  I’m  capable  of  doing  things  to 
your  body  and  torturing  you  in  ways  that  you  can’t 
even  imagine.  The  playroom  is  equipped  with  a  full 
set  of  surgical  instruments  which  I  have  had  occasion 
to  use  and  will  again,  as  necessary. 

I’ve  already  told  you  what’ll  happen  if  you  bite.  To  be 
completely  safe  here,  you  have  to  be  docile.  If  you 
should  accidentally,  or  otherwise,  hurt,  scratch  or  kick 
either  one  of  us,  you  could  be  in  very  serious  trouble. 
I’m  sure  that  you  want  to  survive  this  experience,  and 
I  want  you  to  also.  But  you  are  expendable  and  it’s  no 
big  deal  to  go  out  and  snatch  a  replacement.  It  may 
sound  harsh  and  cold,  but  if  you  give  us  too  much 
trouble,  or  if  you  pose  any  kind  of  a  threat  to  us,  I  won’t 
have  any  qualms  at  all  about  slicing  your  throat. 
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Like  I  said  before,  I  don’t  like  killin’  the  girls  that  we 
bring  here,  but  occasionally  things  happen.  What  can 
I  say ?  I  would  really  hate  to  have  to  dump  that  pretty 
little  body  off  in  a  canyon  somewhere,  to  rot.  I’m  not 
trying  to  scare  you.  That’s  just  the  way  it  is.  Be  nice. 
Keep  your  mouth  shut,  learn  the  rules  and  survive. 

We  are  into  S&M  and  you’re  going  to  be  hurt  a  little, 
but  everything  we  do  to  a  girl  is  designed  to  cause  pain, 
not  injury.  There  is  a  big  difference.  No  matter  how 
painful  it  is,  nothing  that  we  plan  to  do  to  your  body 
will  cause  any  serious  or  permanent  damage.  I’m  not 
lying  to  you  or  trying  to  make  it  sound  easier,  because 
that  would  be  pointless.  I’m  just  telling  it  like  it  is. 
That’s  the  way  we  do  things  and  that’s  the  way  it’s 
gonna  be,  unless  we  have  problems  with  you. 

I’ve  already  told  you  that  you’re  gonna  be  whipped 
lightly,  for  pleasure.  The  electroshock  will  be  used  light¬ 
ly,  for  pleasure.  Most  of  the  other  nasty  little  things  that 
we’re  going  to  do,  for  the  most  part,  will  be  done  on 
your  breasts,  nipples  and  between  your  legs.  The  lady 
is  fortunate.  She  can  get  off  any  time.  She  just  likes  to 
be  a  little  sadistic  with  a  slave  once  in  awhile.  In  my 
case,  I  cannot  get  off  with  a  girl  unless  I  hurt  her  first. 
That’s  basically  the  reason  I’m  into  rape  and  slavery, 
and  the  reason  that  you’re  going  to  be  subjected  to  a 
certain  amount  of  pain.  Mostly  what  we  do  to  a  captive 
is  stick  needles  in  her  breasts  and  through  her  nipples, 
through  her  cunt  lips,  through  her  clit,  and  I’m  into 
stretching  certain  things. 

Clamps,  with  long  nylon  cords  on  each  one,  will  occa¬ 
sionally  be  put  on  your  cunt  lips  so  your  pussy  can  be 
kept  pulled  open,  and  they’re  also  going  to  be  attached 
to  your  nipples.  The  nylon  cords  will  be  put  through 
ceiling  rings,  or  rings  on  each  side  of  the  table,  and 
pulled  very  tight  to  stretch  your  tits.” 

Occasionally,  your  clit  will  also  be  clamped  and 
stretched  and  we’re  gonna  be  using  dildos.  The  dildos 
are  gonna  be  used  a  lot,  more  than  anything  else,  and 
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consequently,  what  you’re  going  to  have  the  most  trou¬ 
ble  with.  Many  of  them  are  long,  very  large  in  diameter 
and  very  painful  while  they’re  being  forced  in.  Your 
mistress  will  use  them  in  your  pussy  and  I  like  to  use 
them  in  both  holes. 

Actually,  that  pretty  well  covers  it.  There’s  gonna  be  a 
few  other  little  things  that  we  do.  Nothing  of  any  great¬ 
er  consequence  and  not  often,  just  variety. 

As  far  as  needles  goes,  they’ll  always  be  sterilized.  The 
clamps  are  gonna  hurt  like  a  motherfucker,  but  they 
won’t  cause  any  permanent  injury.  They  don’t  even 
break  the  skin. 

As  far  as  the  dildos  go,  both  of  those  holes  between  your 
legs  will  stretch  a  hell  of  a  lot.  It’ll  hurt,  but  they’ll 
stretch.  Your  pussy  is  designed  for  a  baby  to  come  out 
of  and  we  won’t  be  using  anything  bigger  than  that. 
The  really  large  ones  will  not  be  used  in  your  butt.  I 
don’t  wanna  stretch  that  hole  so  big  that  it’s  not  usable 
for  fucking. 

Anyway,  that  pretty  well  covers  that  part  of  it.  Let’s  see, 
what  have  I  missed ?  Let’s  talk  about  screaming.  Every 
once  in  awhile  we  get  a  screamer.  Some  bitch  that  just 
wants  to  scream  all  the  time.  And  it  definitely  gets  ’em 
in  trouble,  because  it  gets  on  my  nerves.  Very  shortly, 
that  gag  is  going  to  be  removed.  We  live  in  an  isolated 
area,  so  screaming  is  not  usually  a  problem.  In  the 
playroom  it’s  not  much  of  a  problem  at  all  because  of 
the  soundproofing.  But  it  irritates  the  fuck  out  of  me. 
There  is  a  time  and  a  place.  Occasionally  I  like  to  hear 
a  bitch  scream,  but  usually  not.  The  only  thing  that 
screaming  is  gonna  get  you  around  here  is  a  lot  of 
punishment.  And,  if  you  do  it  habitually,  I  will  just 
keep  a  ball  gag  in  your  mouth  all  the  time.  It’ll  only 
be  taken  out  for  you  to  eat  and  suck. 

I’ve  already  told  you  about  talking.  Don’t  try  to  ini¬ 
tiate  a  conversation.  Don’t  say  anything.  You  will  be 
punished. 
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If  you’re  a  smoker,  now’s  a  good  time  to  quit.  I’m  not 
gonna  buy  your  cigarettes  and  if  you  ask  for  one,  the 
only  thing  you’re  gonna  get  is  a  few  whip  marks. 

Remember,  when  you’re  asked  a  question,  you  say,  “yes, 
master”  or  “no,  master.”  If  you  have  to  go  to  the  re¬ 
stroom,  it  is  “master,”  or  “mistress,”  may  I  please  go  to 
the  restroom.  Any  time  that  you  are  given  a  command, 
always  acknowledge  the  order  verbally,  “yes,  master,” 
and  then  obey  the  order.  That’s  not  too  difficult.  A  bright 
little  thing  like  you  should  be  able  to  learn  it  real  fast. 

There  are  gonna  be  times  when  you  are  under  a  stress, 
a  certain  amount  of  stress  and  you  may  forget.  But 
that’s  no  excuse.  Each  time  you  fuck  up,  you  are  gonna 
be  punished.  After  you’re  here  a  few  days,  it’ll  even¬ 
tually  become  automatic  and  there’ll  no  longer  be  a 
problem. 

I  realize  that,  after  awhile,  when  I  take  that  gag  off, 
you  are  really  gonna  want  to  try  to  talk  to  me,  talk  me 
into  turning  you  loose  and  such.  It’s  because,  with  your 
wrists  and  ankles  chained,  your  mouth  is  the  only  de¬ 
fense  you  have.  But  don’t  do  it.  It  won’t  work  and  all 
it  will  bring  is  punishment. 

Your  first  day  here  is  not  gonna  be  too  difficult.  There 
won’t  be  any  serious  dungeon  games.  Your  training  has 
already  been  initiated,  so  you’ll  have  to  be  very  careful 
what  you  say  and  how  you  act.  But  for  the  most  part, 
there’s  gonna  be  a  little  exploring.  We  will  become  very 
familiar  with  your  body,  and  do  a  little  fuckin’  and 
suckin’.  We  may  tease  you  a  little  bit  with  some  of  our 
more  humane  toys,  but  nothing  serious.  It’s  gonna  be 
kind  of  an  adjustment  period.  Don’t  say  anything. 
Don’t  struggle  or  resist,  no  matter  what  we  do,  because 
we  are  going  to  start  enforcing  the  rules  immediately. 

Now  later,  I’m  gonna  be  asking  you  a  bunch  of  ques¬ 
tions.  Since  I’m  gonna  be  caring  for  your  body  for  the 
next  month  or  two,  or  three,  there  are  certain  things 
that  I  need  to  know.  I  have  prepared  a  questionnaire 
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that  I  fill  out  with  each  new  captive.  Some  of  the  ques¬ 
tions  are  going  to  be  embarrassing,  but  you  should 
answer  them  truthfully  and  completely.  You  damn  well 
better.  I  don’t  wanna  catch  you  in  a  lie.  The  questions 
will  be  in  reference  to  your  physical  condition,  any 
medical  conditions  that  I’d  need  to  know  about,  med¬ 
ications,  sex  habits,  sexual  preferences,  any  childbirth 
you  mighta  had,  period  dates  and  50  forth.  Now  your 
training  has  already  started.  Each  time  I  ask  you  one 
of  those  questions  on  the  questionnaire,  there’s  gonna 
be  a  proper  way  to  answer  it,  which  I’ll  tell  you  about 
in  a  few  minutes. 

While  we  go  through  the  questionnaire,  you’re  going  to 
be  strapped  down  on  the  gynecology  table.  Your  feet  will 
be  in  the  stirrups  and  your  knees  will  be  pulled  wide 
apart,  with  everything  exposed.  I  like  to  keep  a  girl  that 
way  while  she’s  answering  the  questions,  so  I  can  ex¬ 
amine  and  verify,  uh,  anything  she  might  tell  me  which 
would  affect  her  use  as  a  sex  slave.  If  you  do  have  any 
kind  of  medical  condition,  by  all  means,  let  me  know. 
Well  discuss  it  and  we  may  make  adjustments.  We 
won’t  turn  you  loose,  but  we  may  make  adjustments. 

We’re  probably  going  to  be  starting  on  this  question¬ 
naire  pretty  soon.  You  will  be  naked,  and  as  I  said, 
you’ll  be  strapped  down  on  a  gynecology  table  so  you 
can’t  wiggle  or  squirm  around.  You  will  be  talking  quite 
a  bit,  answering  the  questions,  so  I’m  sure  that  well 
start  your  speech  training  at  the  same  time.  Conse¬ 
quently,  before  we  start  on  the  questionnaire,  two  small 
electrical  clamps  will  be  put  on  your  nipples.  Each  time 
a  question  is  asked,  you  will  respond  properly.  For 
instance,  if  I  ask  you  how  old  you  are,  you  will  respond 
by  saying,  “master,  I’m  nineteen  years  old.”  Answer  the 
question  completely  and  say  nothing  else.  If  the  ques¬ 
tion  requires  a  yes  or  no  answer,  say,  “yes,  master”  or 
“no,  master.”  If  I  ask  you  your  period  dates,  you  say, 
“master,  my  period  is  so  and  so.”  If  I  ask  you  about 
childbirth,  you  say,  “no,  master,”  or  “master,  I  had  a 
baby  a  year  ago,”  or  whatever.  Always  start  each  sen¬ 
tence  by  saying  “master.”  And  take  your  time.  We’re 
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not  gonna  be  in  any  hurry.  Think  about  what  you’re 
gonna  say  before  you  say  it.  Because  each  time  you  fuck 
up,  I’m  gonna  press  a  little  button  and  send  a  few 
thousand  volts  of  electricity  through  your  nipples,  right 
down  into  your  tits.  You  are  in  training,  so  it  will  just 
be  a  quick  blast.  I’m  not  going  to  hold  it  down  and 
torture  you.  But,  each  time  you  screw  up,  it’s  gonna  be 
a  little  bit  worse.  So  take  your  time.  Answer  the  ques¬ 
tions  properly.  I’m  not  gonna  push  you.  We’re  not  gon¬ 
na  be  in  any  hurry.  Think  about  each  thing  you’re 
gonna  say  and  be  damn  sure  and  start  your  sentence 
with  master.  If  you  get  through  that  okay,  get  your 
speech  down  pat,  keep  your  mouth  shut  and  don’t  give 
us  any  trouble,  then  the  first  day  is  gonna  be  real 
pleasant  for  everybody. 

I’m  gonna  put  some  dildos  in  those  holes  between  your 
legs,  but  they  will  not  be  big  ones.  Basically,  I  just 
wanna  become  very  familiar  with  your  sex  organs  and 
the  size  of  the  holes.  All  girls  are  different. 

During  the  course  of  the  day,  you’re  gonna  be  raped 
several  times,  but  that’s  no  big  deal.  The  second  day, 
after  you  get  totally  familiar  with  the  rules  and  proce¬ 
dures,  we’re  gonna  get  down  to  the  nitty  gritty.  A  lot 
of  it  will  not  be  very  pleasant  for  you,  but  you  might 
as  well  get  used  to  it  because  it’s  gonna  be  like  that  for 
awhile.  Eventually  things  will  settle  down  a  little. 
Then,  just  take  it  day  by  day. 

Well,  I  believe  I’ve  told  you  about  everything  that  I 
can.  I  cannot  predict  the  future.  I  can’t  predict  changes 
of  procedure.  But  if  this  tape  is  being  played  for  you,  I 
have  to  assume  that  it  is  still  reasonably  accurate.  And 
I  can  only  give  you  advice.  Be  smart  and  be  a  survivor. 
Don’t  ever  scream.  Don’t  talk  without  permission.  Be 
very  quiet.  Be  docile  and  obedient  and,  by  all  means, 
show  proper  respect. 

Have  a  nice  day. 

July  23, 1993.  End  of  tape. 
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Additional  Tapes 

In  another  tape  produced  by  Ray,  he  described  himself  as  a  “Dungeon 
Master”  for  the  Church  of  Satan.  In  this  tape,  Parker  went  into  detail 
explaining  that  the  congregation  would  use  the  sex  slave  and,  “You  will 
be  repeatedly  raped  in  every  hole  you  got  and  in  ways  you  can’t  imagine.” 

Authorities  also  found  a  tape  produced  by  Ray  in  which  he  stated  that 
he  makes  special  adult  video  movies  that  require  sex  slaves.  He  explains 
that  the  kidnapped  women  need  to  be  tortured  in  various  ways  and  that 
is  why  he  cannot  use  actresses.  Ray  stated,  “The  woman  is  gagged  and 
blindfolded  to  keep  her  face  covered,  spread  eagled,  her  wrists  and  ankles 
chained  and  legs  forced  extremely  wide  apart  with  a  lot  of  wide  angle  and 
close-up  shots  of  her  breasts,  nipples,  and  sex  organs  being  abused  with 
a  variety  of  different  instruments.” 

These  tapes  proved  to  be  valuable  evidence  when  the  authorities 
compared  this  information  to  the  instruments  in  the  toy  box. 

The  Victim  as  a  Sex  Slave 


When  Ray  and  Hendy  abducted  Jones,  her  clothes  were  removed  and  she 
was  tied  up  with  duct  tape  and  handcuffed.  A  steel  collar  with  a  chain 
attached  was  placed  around  her  neck  and  she  was  driven  to  Elephant 
Butte,  NM.  She  was  then  secured  to  a  metal  post  next  to  a  bed  and  told 
exactly  what  was  going  to  happen  to  her.  During  this  initial  phase  of  the 
event,  Jones  was  kept  nude  and  was  whipped  at  various  times  by  Hendy 
and  Ray.  She  also  had  her  legs  spread  apart  by  ropes  tied  to  them  and 
run  through  eyebolts  secured  to  opposite  walls.  Ray  was  following  a 
specific  psychological  routine  to  gain  the  obedience  and  compliance  of 
his  victims. 

Ray  positioned  the  knee  and  ankle  spreader  on  Jones  and  placed  her 
on  the  floor.  He  then  poured  gravy  over  her  vaginal  area  and  had  his  dog 
lick  the  gravy  off  as  he  and  Hendy  watched.  Jones  reported  being  shocked 
with  various  devices,  including  a  cattle  prod,  stun  gun,  and  electric  shock 
box.  She  also  reported  that  Ray  would  place  clamps  on  her  nipples  and 
then  run  currents  of  electricity  through  her  body.  Ray  also  secured  straps 
on  her  wrists,  which  were  tied  together,  and  suspended  her  from  a  hook 
in  the  ceiling.  During  the  time  in  captivity,  Ray  penetrated  Jones  with  a 
variety  of  dildos,  while  Hendy  watched.  Ray  would  force  different  size 
dildos  into  Jones’  rectum. 

These  included  the  very  large  “spiked  dildo”  which  was  kept  on  a 
stand.  Jones  described  the  use  of  various  devices  on  her,  which  were 
homemade  or  were  designed  by  Ray. 
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Figure  12.7  Torture  devices.  These  straps  and  knee  and  ankle  spreaders  were 
used  on  the  slaves  to  secure  them  in  place.  (Courtesy  of  Deputy  District  Attorney 
Jim  Yontz,  New  Mexico  District  Attorney's  Office.) 

Detectives  recovered  one  such  device  described  by  the  victim  as  a  white 
metal  device  that  looked  like  the  shape  of  a  piece  of  orange.  There  were 
two  half  circles  of  metal  welded  together  with  “U”-shaped  nails  welded 
along  the  edge,  which  would  cause  excruciating  pain  if  the  victim  tried  to 
close  her  legs  or  press  her  legs  together  (Figure  12.7  to  Figure  12.9). 


Figure  12.8  Electrical  charges  and  breeder  pole.  This  photo  shows  the  breeder 
pole  and  the  electrical  charger  Ray  used  on  his  slaves.  (Courtesy  of  Deputy 
District  Attorney  Jim  Yontz,  New  Mexico  District  Attorney's  Office.) 
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Figure  12.9  Dildo.  This  was  the  "large"  dildo  that  Ray  referred  to  in  the 
audiotaped  instructions.  (Courtesy  of  Deputy  District  Attorney  Jim  Yontz,  New 
Mexico  District  Attorney's  Office.)  (See  color  insert  following  page  236.) 

Jones  reported  that  she  was  taken  to  the  middle  bedroom  and  laid  flat 
on  what  Ray  called  “the  coffin  box”  to  have  her  nipples  stretched.  She 
stated  that  David  Ray  placed  large  clamps  on  her  nipples.  The  clamps  were 
attached  to  ropes,  which  were  run  up  the  ceiling  through  pulleys  and  then 
across  the  ceiling  to  another  set  of  pulleys  and  then  to  large  lead  weights. 

Ray  then  shocked  Jones  in  her  upper  torso,  making  her  arch  up  and 
then  fall  back  down,  stretching  out  her  breasts.  He  also  placed  tape  over 
her  tattoos  to  avoid  identification.  He  did  this  so  when  he  photographed 
his  victims  they  would  not  be  identified.  Police  located  a  Polaroid  of  Jones, 
which  had  been  taken  by  Ray  during  their  crime  scene  search  (Figure 
12.10  to  Figure  12.12). 


Sixteen  Techniques  for  Brainwashing 


The  term  brainwashing  as  defined  in  Merriam-Webster’s  New  Collegiate 
Dictionary  is: 
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Figure  12.10  Coffin  box.  This  was  the  box  that  the  slave  would  be  kept  in, 
and  it  also  was  used  for  nipple  stretching.  (Courtesy  of  Deputy  District  Attorney 
Jim  Yontz,  New  Mexico  District  Attorney's  Office.) 


Figure  12.11  Inside  view  of  torture  box.  (Courtesy  of  Deputy  District  Attorney 
Jim  Yontz,  New  Mexico  District  Attorney's  Office.) 
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Figure  12.12  Torture.  Police  discovered  a  Polaroid  picture  of  a  victim  being 
tortured  on  the  coffin  box.  This  was  described  by  the  victim.  (Courtesy  of  Deputy 
District  Attorney  Jim  Yontz,  New  Mexico  District  Attorney's  Office.)  (See  color 
insert  following  page  236.) 

A  forcible  indoctrination  to  induce  someone  to  give  up 
basic  political,  social,  or  religious  beliefs  and  attitudes, 
and  to  accept  contrasting  regimented  ideas. .  .persua¬ 
sion  by  propaganda.  {Merriam- Webster’s  New  Colle¬ 
giate  Dictionary,  2001,  p.  138) 

Interestingly,  Ray  used  many  of  the  techniques  listed  in  the  book  The 
Perfect  Victim,  which  detailed  similar  events  in  the  “Sex  Slave  Case.”  The 
case  involved  Cameron  Hooker  and  his  wife  Janice.  Hooker’s  fantasy  was 
to  dominate  and  torture  nude  women,  who  were  bound  and  helpless.  His 
fantasies  were  fueled  by  an  extensive  collection  of  hardcore  pornography 
that  featured  bondage,  leather  and  handcuffs,  and  whips. 

Chris  Hatcher,  an  associate  clinical  psychology  professor,  University 
of  California  at  San  Francisco,  outlined  how  the  use  of  16  techniques  that 
are  recognized  in  psychological  literature  can  be  used  to  break  down  a 
victim  or  brainwash  them  into  compliance.  The  following  is  from 
McGuire  and  Norton,  1988,  pp.  292-297. 

Technique  1 

Suddenly  and  unexpectedly  abduct  and  follow  by  isolation  as  soon  as 
possible.  Refuse  to  answer  any  questions,  place  them  in  a  cell-like  envi¬ 
ronment,  remove  their  clothes,  and  begin  humiliation  and  degradation. 
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Technique  2 

Physically  or  sexually  abuse,  to  expose  the  captive’s  vulnerability  and 
shock  him  or  her.  Not  only  has  the  victim  been  stripped  of  her  clothes 
and  placed  in  a  physically  vulnerable  position,  but  also  you  are  going  to 
whip  or  abuse  her  in  some  way,  specifically  with  sexual  manipulation, 
illustrating  just  how  exposed  and  vulnerable  she  is. 

Technique  3 

Remove  normal  daylight  patterns.  All  of  us,  biologically  and  psycholog¬ 
ically,  are  used  to  a  certain  day  and  night  sequence.  Placing  someone  in 
a  constantly  lit  or  constantly  dark  environment  is  very  disorienting. 

Technique  4 

Control  urination,  defecation,  and  menstruation,  and  be  present  when 
these  activities  are  performed.  Basically,  what  you  want  to  do  here  is 
destroy  a  person’s  sense  of  privacy.  If  a  person  soils  himself  and  is  not 
able  to  clean  that  up,  the  sense  of  shame  in  sitting  or  lying  in  their  own 
waste  product  is  really  quite  extraordinary,  and  individuals  become  moti¬ 
vated  to  do  what  they  can  to  get  permission  to  clean  themselves  up.  It 
takes  you  back  to  a  period  of  vulnerability. 

Technique  5 

Control  food  and  water.  Hatch  stated  the  obvious.  “If  you  don’t  get  food 
and  water  you  are  going  to  die.  So,  on  the  one  hand,  they  may  be  torturing 
you  and  preventing  you  from  leaving,  but  on  the  other  hand,  they  are 
bringing  you  food  and  water.”  This  helps  make  the  captive  dependent 
upon  the  captor. 

Technique  6 

Punish  for  no  apparent  rhyme  or  reason.  Initially,  the  captive  tries  to 
figure  out  some  rationale  to  the  intermittent  beatings  but  finding  none, 
the  victim  eventually  has  to  simply  accept  that  punishment  will  occur  for 
no  reason. 

Technique  7 

Require  the  victim  to  constantly  ask  permission  for  anything  or  any 
behavior.  This  would  involve  asking  permission  to  speak  to  someone, 
permission  to  take  a  tray  of  food,  etc.  It  is  a  type  of  training  procedure. 
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Technique  8 

Establish  a  pattern  of  sexual  and  physical  abuse.  This  “indicates  to  the 
person  that  this  is  what  their  new  life  is  now  going  to  be  like.”  It’s  a  way  of 
“getting  the  person  to  realize  things  have  changed  in  a  permanent  sense.” 

Technique  9 

Continue  to  isolate  the  person.  The  captor  has  now  become  the  source 
of  food,  water,  and  human  contact.  People  are  basically  information  hun¬ 
gry.  If  you  put  them  in  a  restricted  environment  without  any  source  of 
information  except  their  captor,  they  become  dependent  on  their  only 
point  of  contact  —  their  captor. 

Technique  10 

Present  a  goal  or  model  of  future  behavior,  a  model  of  how  to  please  the 
captor. 

Technique  11 

Threaten  family  and  relatives  with  a  similar  fate. 

Technique  12 

Threaten  to  sell  the  captive  to  an  even  worse  master. 

Technique  13 

Continue  to  beat  and  torture  the  captive  at  irregular  intervals. 

Technique  14 

Allow  the  captive  small  privileges  for  no  reason,  in  what  is  referred  to  as 
“irrelevant  leniency,”  making  the  captive  more  confused  and  more  pliant. 

Technique  15 

Obtain  further  confessions  and  signed  documents,  have  the  captive  give 
over  more  and  more  control  in  writing. 

Technique  16 

Incorporate  new  behavior  controls.  Allow  the  captive  to  attend  to  personal 
hygiene,  allow  clothes,  allow  some  privacy.  It  is  important  to  permit  the 
captive  some  degree  of  freedom,  without  the  captor’s  presence,  and  then 
suddenly  appear,  giving  the  captive  a  feeling  that  the  captor  is  omnipresent. 
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Initial  Cooperation  of  Cindy  Hendy 

Hendy  provided  details  of  other  crimes  committed  by  Ray,  who  told  her  that 
he  buried  bodies  in  the  lake  and  that  he  learned  that  he  had  to  split  the 
stomachs  open  so  they  would  stay  down  in  the  water,  as  one  surfaced  in  1989. 

She  told  the  detectives  about  the  Billy  Ray  Bowers  case,  which  was 
unsolved  at  the  time  of  Ray’s  arrest.  Bowers  was  a  partner  in  the  car  lot 
business  with  Ray  in  Phoenix,  AZ. 

Hendy  also  provided  information  on  a  person  named  Roy  Yancy,  who 
was  involved  with  Ray  and  his  daughter  Glenda  “Jessie”  Ray  in  the  sex- 
torture  murder  of  a  young  woman  named  Marie  Parker.  Ray  disposed  of 
Marie  Parker’s  body  in  the  desert. 

Hendy  stated  that  Ray  told  her  he  was  questioned  by  the  FBI  in 
Arizona  regarding  missing  women  whose  bodies  were  found,  but  he 
“talked  his  way  through  it.” 

Ray  referred  to  his  victims  as  packages,  and  said  that  he  had  killed 
about  30  people,  18  of  whom  were  killed  in  the  Truth  or  Consequences 
area  of  New  Mexico. 

Hendy  revealed  that  Glenda  “Jessie”  Ray  was  also  into  the  S&M  scene 
and  helped  bring  victims  to  her  father,  David. 

According  to  Hendy,  Glenda  “Jessie”  Ray  was  an  active  participant. 
Hendy  told  detectives  that  David  Ray,  Roy  Yancy,  and  Jessie  Ray  abducted 
and  forced  Marie  Parker  into  the  toy  box  for  a  torture  session. 

Also  according  to  Hendy,  Ray  along  with  Hendy  and  Yancy  as  well  as 
David’s  daughter  Glenda  Ray  were  involved  in  couple  swapping  and  group 
sex. 

Investigators  located  pictures  taken  at  the  house  showing  them  in 
various  sex  games. 

Roy  Yancy 

Investigators  were  informed  by  Hendy  that  a  person  named  Yancy,  28  years 
old,  was  involved  in  the  murder  of  a  22-year-old  young  woman  named 
Marie  Parker,  who  was  another  victim  of  Ray.  The  authorities  learned  that 
on  July  5,  1997,  Parker  was  abducted  by  Glenda  “Jessie”  Ray  and  Yancy 
from  the  Bluewaters  saloon  in  Truth  or  Consequences,  NM,  and  brought 
to  Ray’s  house,  where  Glenda  and  David  tortured  her  in  the  toy  box. 

Preliminary  Interview  of  Roy  Yancy 

Yancy  was  brought  in  for  routine  questioning  in  connection  with  the 
events  at  Ray’s  home.  Yancy  was  among  a  number  of  persons  who  were 
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interviewed  about  Ray  and  Hendy  and  the  activities  that  occurred  at  the 
Ray’s  residence.  During  this  informal  interview,  additional  information 
was  obtained  about  the  extent  of  the  sadomasochistic  activities  at  the  Ray 
house.  This  information  included  the  corroboration  of  Hendy’s  state¬ 
ments  about  the  involvement  of  Ray’s  daughter  Glenda  “Jessie”  in  some 
of  the  cases. 

Yancy  stated  that,  in  1997  or  1998,  he  was  looking  at  some  Penthouse 
magazines  at  Ray’s  residence,  at  which  time  Ray  told  him  he  and  his 
former  wife  would  “have  those  bondage  pleasures  together.”  Yancy  stated 
he  had  never  met  Ray’s  former  wife  and  that  she  could  be  dead.  Yancy 
stated  that  Ray’s  daughter,  Jessie  Ray,  was  present  when  Ray  related  that 
“they  were  into  weird,  kinky  kind  of  sex.” 

Yancy  stated  he  was  shown  photographs  of  Ray’s  former  wife  while 
she  was  tied  up.  Yancy  stated  this  was  his  first  knowledge  that  Ray  and 
Jessie  Ray  were  involved  in  sadomasochism  (S&M). 

Yancy  stated  that,  a  few  months  prior,  he  witnessed  Ray  torture  a 
female,  identified  as  Candy.  Yancy  stated  this  occurred  inside  a  white 
trailer  referred  to  as  the  toy  box.  Yancy  stated  that  Candy  was  a  willing 
participant  and  that  Ray  tied  her  from  the  ceiling  with  chains.  Yancy  stated 
that  he  observed  Ray  whip  her  and  use  clips  and  needles  on  her  nipples 
and  use  a  machine  that  was  connected  to  a  dildo  that  moved  back  and 
forth.  Yancy  stated  this  session  lasted  less  than  an  hour. 

Yancy  further  stated  that  he  would  be  tied  up  and  also  tie  up  various 
female  partners  for  sexual  pleasure,  but  that  it  was  always  consensual,  and 
they  never  indulged  in  torture.  Yancy  stated  that  a  few  months  before,  he 
experimented  with  a  homosexual  affair  with  his  friend,  David.  Yancy 
stated  his  encounter  with  David  was  generated  from  his  curiosity,  and  it 
was  also  consensual,  with  no  penetration  and  no  force  or  bondage-type 
activities  involved. 

Yancy  stated  he  felt  Ray  wanted  to  get  him  involved  with  kidnapping 
women,  but  he,  himself,  never  spoke  of  it.  Yancy  stated  that  about  a  year 
ago,  Glenda  Jessie  Ray  told  him  that  Ray  had  been  “doing  it  for  a  lot  of 
years.”  Yancy  stated  that,  at  that  time,  he  did  not  believe  Jessie  Ray  regard¬ 
ing  her  father  being  into  kinky  sex. 

Yancy  stated  that  Jessie  Ray  told  him  that  her  father,  David  Ray, 
kidnapped  and  tortured  women.  Yancy  stated  that  he  stayed  at  the  house 
with  David  Ray,  and  during  that  time,  David  Ray  showed  him  the  toy 
box.  Yancy  stated  that  David  Ray  advised  him  it  was  used  for  an  adrenaline 
rush,  and  the  items  on  the  wall  were  used  as  scare  tactics.  Yancy  stated 
that  David  Ray  showed  him  what  the  chair  could  do,  and  some  of  the 
nipple  clips.  Yancy  stated  he  never  saw  anyone  in  the  chair  except  Candy. 
This  statement  turned  out  to  be  false. 
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Yancy  stated  that  he  sometimes  traveled  to  Albuquerque  with  David 
Ray  in  Ray’s  RV.  Yancy  then  stated  that  they  would  “cruise  Central  looking 
for  hookers.”  Yancy  stated  that  he  dated  Hendy,  and  that  she  would  get 
drunk  and  get  rough,  but  he  stated,  “He  was  never  bound  up  against  his 
will.”  Yancy  also  stated  he  was  only  aware  of  Hendy  and  Candy  being 
involved  with  S&M  at  David  Ray’s  residence. 

Yancy  stated  he,  David  Ray,  Hendy,  and  Candy  were  out  on  the  lake  in 
Ray’s  sailboat,  when  Hendy  tied  Candy  to  a  rail.  Yancy  stated  that  Candy  was 
naked  at  the  time,  and  Hendy  began  “sucking  Candy’s  tits  and  sticking  a 
dildo  in  her  vagina  or  rectum.”  Yancy  stated  that  he  was  unsure  which.  Yancy 
related  that  during  the  course  of  this  encounter,  Hendy  was  performing  oral 
sex  on  Candy,  while  he  and  David  Ray  “used  a  dildo  on  Cindy  Hendy.” 

Yancy  stated  that,  during  this  time,  Candy  was  holding  an  “electric 
shocker”  and  began  shocking  herself.  He  stated  that  Hendy  began  to  get 
real  rough  and  started  throwing  things,  at  which  time  David  Ray  hand¬ 
cuffed  Hendy  to  the  boat  and  began  “paddling  her.”  Yancy  stated  that 
Hendy  wanted  it  done,  and  that  it  was  all  consensual.  Yancy  stated  he  did 
not  recall  being  a  victim,  but  he  could  have  been  drugged  during  the 
incident  and  not  remember  it.  Yancy  advised  he  had  no  further  informa¬ 
tion  relating  to  this  investigation. 

Formal  Interview  of  Roy  Yancy 

As  a  result  of  the  preliminary  interview  of  Roy  Yancy  and  other  persons 
peripherally  involved,  as  well  as  information  gathered  from  the  crime 
scene,  the  New  Mexico  State  Police  decided  to  formally  interview  Yancy. 
Yancy  was  brought  in  a  second  time  and  advised  of  his  rights.  He  stated 
he  wished  to  give  a  statement  and  agreed  to  cooperate  in  the  investigation. 
He  told  the  investigators  that  he  wanted  to  get  something  off  his  chest. 

Yancy  stated,  “The  female  subject  who  he  had  strangled  was  Marie 
Parker.” 

Yancy  stated  that  Marie  Parker  was  his  former  girlfriend  and  that  he 
had  a  sexual  affair  with  her  two  or  three  days  prior  to  her  abduction. 
Yancy  stated  that  it  was  David  Ray’s  idea  to  kill  her.  Yancy  stated  that  he 
heard  David  Ray  and  his  daughter,  Jessie  Ray,  talking  about  it  at  David 
Ray’s  residence.  Yancy  stated  David  Ray  bragged  about  having  many  years 
of  torturing,  raping,  and  killing  women.  Yancy  stated  he  had  known  David 
Ray  for  about  5  years. 

Sex  Torture  Murder  of  Marie  Parker 


Yancy  stated  that  on  the  night  of  July  5,  1997,  he  and  Glenda  “Jessie”  Ray 
drove  David  Ray’s  white  Dodge  Ram  Charger  to  the  Bluewaters  Saloon. 
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Yancy  stated  that  he  was  drunk  during  this  incident,  and  that  Jessie  Ray 
had  advised  him  they  were  going  to  pick  up  Marie  Parker  and  get  some 
“crank.”  Yancy  stated  he  thought  it  was  a  prearranged  drug  deal.  Yancy 
stated  that  upon  their  arrival  at  around  10:00  p.m.  at  the  Bluewaters 
Saloon,  Jessie  Ray  went  inside  to  get  Marie  Parker.  Yancy  stated  that  a 
short  time  later,  Jessie  Ray  returned  with  Marie  Parker  and  he  understood 
they  had  made  arrangements  to  effect  a  drug  deal.  Yancy  stated  that  Jessie 
Ray  drove  them  to  a  hill  near  the  north  exit  of  Truth  or  Consequences. 
Yancy  stated  that  Jessie  Ray  advised  Marie  Parker,  “He’s  not  here  yet.” 
Yancy  stated  that  Jessie  Ray  then  exited  the  vehicle  and  came  around  to 
the  right  side  of  the  vehicle  and  pointed  a  gun  at  Marie  Parker  and  placed 
handcuffs  on  her.  Yancy  stated  he  heard  Jessie  Ray  tell  Marie  Parker  to 
“shut  up  or  I’ll  kill  you.” 

Yancy  stated  that  Jessie  Ray  placed  Parker  in  the  rear  of  the  vehicle  and 
told  him  to  watch  her  and  keep  her  quiet.  Yancy  stated  he  complied  with 
Jessie  Ray’s  direction,  and  Parker  remained  quiet  during  the  ride  to  David 
Ray’s  residence.  Yancy  stated  that,  upon  their  arrival  at  David  Ray’s  residence, 
Jessie  Ray  and  David  Ray  forced  Parker  into  a  white  trailer,  referred  to  as  the 
toy  box.  Yancy  stated  he  went  directly  into  David  Ray’s  residence,  drank  a 
beer,  stared  at  the  television,  and  contemplated  calling  the  police.  Yancy 
stated  he  did  not  call  the  police  because  he  was  afraid  of  David  Ray  due  to 
the  fact  that  he  had  a  lot  of  guns  and  that  David  Ray  was  a  park  ranger. 

Roy  Yancy  stated  Marie  Parker  was  in  the  toy  box  for  about  3  days. 
Roy  Yancy  stated  he  knew  David  Ray  and  Jessie  Ray  were  torturing  her 
but  he  never  entered  the  toy  box  during  that  time.  Roy  Yancy  stated  that 
after  the  3  days,  David  Ray  and  Jessie  Ray  advised  him  “they  were  done 
playing  with  her  and  it  was  time  for  her  to  go.”  Roy  Yancy  stated  he  felt 
David  Ray  and  Jessie  Ray  meant  for  him  to  kill  Marie  Parker,  but  had 
hoped  they  would  let  Marie  Parker  go. 

Roy  Yancy  stated  that  he,  David  Ray,  and  Jessie  Ray  entered  the  toy 
box  around  midnight.  Roy  Yancy  stated  he  observed  Marie  Parker  lying 
on  a  cot,  bound,  with  cotton  over  her  eyes  as  though  she  were  asleep.  Roy 
Yancy  stated  he  was  given  a  rope  and  was  told  he  knew  what  he  had  to 
do.  Yancy  stated  he  could  not  recall  if  David  Ray  or  Jessie  Ray  had  given 
him  the  rope.  Yancy  stated  he  placed  the  rope  around  Parker’s  neck  and 
began  strangling  her.  Yancy  stated  she  seemed  to  die  slowly,  so  he  placed 
his  knee  on  her  chest  to  help  it  along. 

Yancy  stated  that  after  he  strangled  Parker,  her  nude  body  was  wrapped 
in  a  dark-colored  blanket  (possibly  green).  Yancy  stated  Parker’s  body  was 
placed  in  the  back  of  the  Dodge  Ram  Charger  and  transported  to  a  remote 
area  north  of  Truth  or  Consequences.  Roy  Yancy  stated  that  David  Ray 
drove  the  vehicle  while  Jessie  Ray  sat  near  the  right  front  door. 
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Yancy  stated  that  he  stayed  in  the  back  next  to  Parker’s  body.  He  stated 
that  he  felt  bad  about  what  had  occurred  and  was  holding  Parker  and 
crying  because  he  still  loved  her. 

Yancy  stated  that  David  Ray  stopped  next  to  a  narrow  deep  ravine  in 
a  remote  area,  where  Yancy  assisted  David  Ray  and  Jessie  Ray  in  removing 
Parker’s  body  from  the  rear  of  the  vehicle.  Yancy  stated  that  David  Ray 
and  Jessie  Ray  rolled  Parker’s  body  out  of  the  blanket  into  the  ravine,  after 
which  David  Ray  then  placed  dirt  on  top  of  her.  Yancy  stated  David  Ray 
told  him  not  to  tell  anyone  or  he  would  join  her.  This  concluded  the 
interview  with  Yancy. 

After  the  interview,  Yancy  agreed  to  take  the  investigators  to  the  loca¬ 
tion  where  Parker  was  disposed  of.  Assistant  District  Attorney  Jim  Yontz 
was  notified. 

Yancy  directed  the  authorities  to  the  Monticello  Canyon  area  on  sev¬ 
eral  dirt  roads.  Yancy  stated  he  was  not  sure  of  the  exact  location  because 
he  was  laying  down  in  the  back  of  the  vehicle  the  night  David  Ray  drove 
to  the  ravine.  Yancy  stated  that  when  he  got  out  of  the  vehicle  he  noticed 
a  wide  turnaround  that  could  be  used  by  service  trucks.  Yancy  stated  he 
also  noticed  a  high-line  pole  near  the  ravine,  and  the  ravine  was  located 
about  25  feet  from  the  edge  of  the  road.  After  an  extensive  search  of  the 
area,  Yancy  was  unable  to  locate  the  area  where  Parker’s  body  was  disposed 
of.  The  authorities  also  conducted  an  air  search  of  the  Monticello  Canyon 
area,  which  also  failed  to  reveal  the  location  where  Parker’s  body  was 
disposed  of,  as  described  by  Yancy.  Yancy  was  booked  into  the  Sierra 
County  Detention  Facility  on  suspicion  of  murder. 

Later,  authorities  were  advised  that  David  Parker  Ray  went  to  the 
Monticello  Canyon  area  and  moved  the  body  because  he  did  not  trust 
Yancy  to  keep  his  mouth  shut.  Interestingly,  many  serial  killers  move 
their  victims’  bodies  from  one  location  to  another  so  that  the  victims’ 
remains  will  not  be  discovered. 

The  News  Media 


As  the  news  of  this  case  broke,  additional  information  and  victim  iden¬ 
tifications  became  available.  In  addition  to  Parker,  a  victim  identified  as 
“Angelica,”  reported  that  Ray  and  Hendy  had  captured  and  sexually  tor¬ 
tured  her.  Angelica  was  abducted  in  February,  about  a  month  before  Jones. 
Angelica  was  a  resident  of  the  Truth  or  Consequences  area  and  was  part 
of  the  drug/bar  scene.  Ray  and  Hendy,  who  sexually  tortured  her  in  the 
toy  box,  held  Angelica  for  several  days. 

In  fact,  Ray  played  the  same  tape  for  her,  and  she  described  the  same 
details  as  Jones.  She  was  kept  naked  in  an  Ob/Gyn  chair  and  had  electric 
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shocks  run  through  various  portions  of  her  body  and  dildos  placed 
inside  her. 

The  New  Mexico  State  Police  investigation  into  this  allegation  revealed 
that  a  Deputy  picked  up  Angelica  hitchhiking  on  1-25  near  Truth  or 
Consequences.  She  told  the  deputy  that  she  was  abducted  and  held  for  a 
few  days.  Angelica  explained  that  she  reported  the  incident  to  local  police 
in  Truth  or  Consequences,  but  they  had  blown  off  the  story  based  on  her 
reputation  and  her  lifestyle  in  the  Truth  or  Consequences  bar/ drug  scene. 
However,  New  Mexico  State  Police  discovered  her  report. 

Angelica  cooperated  with  the  prosecution  and  provided  testimony  at 
the  preliminary  hearing  relative  to  the  white  cargo  trailer  (toy  box),  which 
was  sufficient  to  have  Ray  bound  over.  Unfortunately,  Angelica  died  of 
complications  related  to  pneumonia,  so  this  charge  was  dropped  when 
Ray  waived  his  appeals  on  any  issues. 


Discovery  of  Another  Victim 

A  woman  who  read  about  the  case  in  the  newspaper  also  came  forward. 
She  was  the  mother  of  a  young  man  who  had  married  a  woman  named  Kelli. 

Kelli  walked  out  of  the  house  one  day  and  remained  missing  for  3 
days.  She  had  no  explanation  for  the  family,  and  they  asked  her  to  leave 
because  they  thought  that  she  was  on  drugs. 


Evidence  from  the  Toy  Box 

Among  the  items  specified  to  be  seized  from  the  toy  box  were  video  and 
audiotapes.  These  tapes  were  commercial  and  homemade  tapes.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  warrants  to  seize  the  tapes,  it  was  also  made  clear  that  the  tapes 
were  to  be  viewed  and  listened  to  in  order  to  extract  information  from 
the  tapes  for  comparison  to  the  witness  and  victim  statements  as  well  as 
other  evidence  recovered  during  the  search.  Examination  of  the  tapes  was 
essential  due  to  the  amount  of  video  recording  equipment  discovered  in 
the  white  cargo  trailer  (toy  box)  and  the  obvious  evidence  that  Ray  may 
have  videotaped  his  victims.  One  such  videotape  showed  5  or  6  minutes 
of  Ray  installing  a  new  chair  and  video  equipment  in  the  trailer.  The  next 
30  or  40  minutes  had  the  camera  focused  on  the  ceiling  of  the  white  cargo 
trailer,  evidenced  by  the  yellow/gold  soundproofing  materials.  The  tape 
then  displayed  a  scene  with  a  naked  woman  lying  on  what  was  determined 
to  be  a  modified  weight  bench  (Figure  12.13  and  Figure  12.14). 

Ray  is  seen  in  the  video  caressing  and  rubbing  his  hand  on  the  victim’s 
genital  area  and  breasts.  He  also  places  additional  duct  tape  on  her  mouth. 
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Figure  12.13  Victim.  A  videotape  of  one  of  Ray's  victims  was  recovered  in  the 
toy  box,  which  showed  the  activities  in  which  Ray  engaged.  (Courtesy  of  Deputy 
District  Attorney  Jim  Yontz,  New  Mexico  District  Attorney's  Office.)  (See  color 
insert  following  page  236.) 

It  was  apparent  to  those  who  watched  the  tape  that  the  woman  was 
not  a  willing  participant  in  the  activity  displayed  on  the  videotape.  While 
the  view  of  her  face  was  not  sufficient  to  allow  for  identification  of  the 
woman,  there  were  some  features  that  were  apparent  and  unique.  There 
was  a  large  ornate  tattoo  on  her  right  shin  and  around  her  right  ankle. 
She  also  had  her  blond  hair  fixed  in  very  small  tight  braids.  Investigators 
began  to  contact  law  enforcement  agencies  and  canvass  hospitals  in  an 
attempt  to  identify  this  person. 

Ironically,  the  New  Mexico  State  Police  received  a  call  from  her  ex- 
mother-in-law  when  she  read  about  the  case  in  the  newspaper  and  saw 
the  news  coverage  on  television.  The  woman  told  the  investigators  about 
her  former  daughter-in-law,  Kelli,  and  a  strange  sequence  of  events  that 
had  transpired. 

The  police  learned  that  Kelli,  who  had  only  been  married  a  few  days, 
had  an  argument  with  her  husband  about  sexual  matters.  Kelli  had  left 
their  house  stating  she  would  return  later.  Kelli  was  gone  for  3  days.  Police 
learned  that  Kelli  was  abducted. 

Actually,  Kelli  was  returned  to  her  husband’s  residence  by  Ray,  who 
was  wearing  his  New  Mexico  State  Park  uniform  and  driving  his  official¬ 
looking  Dodge  Ram.  Ray  told  the  family  that  he  found  Kelli  wandering 
around  the  beach  by  the  lake  and  that  she  was  disoriented.  Ray  told  the 
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Figure  12.14  Fantasy  component.  Ray  maintained  a  number  of  anatomically 
correct  dolls  in  various  stages  of  bondage  and  torture.  (Courtesy  of  Deputy 
District  Attorney  Jim  Yontz,  New  Mexico  District  Attorney's  Office.) 

family  he  took  her  to  McDonald’s  for  iced  tea  and  then  brought  her  home. 
Kelli,  according  to  family  members,  looked  drugged  out  and  smelled  bad. 
She  was  still  wearing  the  same  clothes  she  had  on  when  she  walked  out. 
Kelli  was  asked  by  her  family  where  she  had  been.  She  could  not  recall 
and  was  apparently  under  the  influence  of  drugs  and  was  disoriented. 

Under  the  circumstances,  the  family  asked  her  to  leave.  Ray  then  took 
Kelli  to  a  friend’s  house.  Kelli’s  mother-in-law  told  the  investigators  that 
Kelli  was  living  in  Colorado. 


Evidence  from  the  Introductory  Tape 

The  portion  of  the  tape  that  Ray  recorded  about  the  procedure  for  releas¬ 
ing  his  sex  slaves  became  an  important  corroborating  piece  of  evidence 
in  this  investigation: 
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Figure  12.15  Fantasy  drawing.  This  is  one  of  the  fantasy  drawings  that  the 
subject  made  in  jail.  There  were  a  number  of  these  drawings  seized  by  the  prison 
authorities.  It  was  interesting  to  note  that  in  his  drawings,  the  "lizard  people" 
represented  a  man,  a  woman,  and  a  younger  lizard  involved  in  sexual  activities 
with  their  prey. 

After  we  get  completely  through  with  you,  you’re  gonna 
be  drugged  up  real  heavy,  with  a  combination  of  So¬ 
dium  Pentothal  and  Phenobarbital.  They  are  both 
hypnotic  drugs  that  will  make  you  extremely  suscepti¬ 
ble  to  hypnosis,  autohypnosis  and  hypnotic  suggestion. 

You’re  gonna  be  kept  drugged  a  couple  of  days  while  I 
play  with  your  mind.  By  the  time  I  get  through  brain¬ 
washing  you,  you’re  not  gonna  remember  a  fuckin’ 
thing  about  this  little  adventure.  You  won’t  remember 
this  place,  us,  or  what  has  happened  to  you.  There 
won’t  be  any  DNA  evidence,  because  you’ll  be  bathed, 
and  both  holes  between  your  legs  will  be  thoroughly 
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flushed  out.  You’ll  be  dressed,  sedated  and  turned  loose 
on  some  country  road,  bruised,  heh,  sore  all  over,  but 
nothing  that  won’t  heal  up  in  a  week  or  two. 


Victim  Located 


Kelli  was  located  after  several  interviews.  She  agreed  to  meet  with  inves¬ 
tigators  after  they  asked  her  to  describe  her  tattoos.  The  tattoos  on  her 
leg  matched  those  that  were  seen  in  the  video. 

They  also  matched  the  smaller  tattoo  around  her  ankle  to  the  one  on 
the  still  photograph.  Kelli  reported  to  them,  prior  to  seeing  the  photo, 
that  at  the  time  she  had  her  hair  styled  in  short  braids,  “Bo  Derek”  braids 
is  how  she  referred  to  them. 

She  stated  that  she  had  disjointed  nightmares  of  being  taken  and  held 
against  her  will  and  being  sexually  abused  by  Ray.  However,  she  did  not 
report  this  because  these  memories  came  back  to  her  in  bits  and  pieces, 
and  there  had  been  a  lapse  of  a  few  years  since  the  event  occurred.  She 
kept  repressing  these  memories  as  recurring  bad  dreams. 

She  told  the  investigators  that  she  recalled  being  in  Ray’s  vehicle  and 
being  taken  home  but  did  not  relate  him  to  her  captivity.  At  the  time, 
she  had  no  memory  of  the  prior  3  days.  The  memories  eventually  came 
back  very  slowly.  Her  recollection  of  the  events  as  she  testified  to  is 
provided  herein. 

Kelli's  Statement 

Kelli  stated  that  she  and  her  husband  John  ( not  real  name)  knew  each 
other  for  some  time  and  dated  for  about  6  months  prior  to  getting  mar¬ 
ried.  They  planned  to  stay  with  his  parents  until  they  could  arrange  to 
move  to  San  Diego,  where  John  was  staying.  Kelli  developed  a  medical 
condition,  which  resulted  in  pain  during  sexual  intercourse.  Kelli  and  John 
had  an  argument  about  this  the  night  before  and  continued  it  briefly  in 
the  morning.  Kelli  decided  to  go  out  for  a  walk  to  be  alone  (away  from 
John)  for  a  while.  Kelli  met  up  with  friends,  and  they  went  to  some  bars 
in  town.  Although  Kelli  was  with  these  people,  Kelli  had  only  one  or  two 
beers  the  entire  day.  She  ended  up  driving  some  of  the  people  home  from 
the  bar  in  their  cars.  When  she  returned  the  last  time,  she  was  with  Glenda 
“Jessie”  Ray  and  another  woman.  Because  Kelli  had  no  transportation  of 
her  own,  she  asked  Jessie  for  a  ride  home.  Jessie  told  her  that  it  was  too 
far  to  drive  and  that  she  would  take  her  somewhere  nearby.  Kelli  asked  to 
be  taken  to  a  friend’s  house.  Kelli  went  with  Jessie  and  was  taken  instead 
to  the  residence  Jessie  shared  with  her  father.  Kelli  went  in  and  sat  in  the 
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living  room  on  a  couch.  Both  David  and  Jessie  disappeared  into  a  back 
bedroom  down  the  hall.  When  they  came  back  out,  one  of  them  put  a 
knife  to  her  throat,  and  the  other  restrained  her.  They  put  duct  tape  on 
her  eyes  and  mouth  and  put  a  collar  with  a  chain  attached  around  her 
neck.  She  was  then  led  out  to  the  white  cargo  trailer,  a  few  feet  from  house. 
Her  clothes  were  removed,  and  she  was  strapped  to  a  “weight  bench.” 

For  the  next  3  days,  Kelli  described  sessions  during  which  the  defen¬ 
dant  Ray  would  attempt  to  insert  dildos  of  various  sizes  into  her  vagina. 
He  was  having  a  difficult  time  doing  so  and  would  then  examine  her 
“like  a  doctor.”  While  in  the  white  cargo  trailer,  Kelli  recalled  seeing  the 
medical  cabinet  with  devices  on  it  as  well  as  the  shelf  to  her  left,  with 
all  types  of  sex  toys  on  it.  She  recalled  that  there  was  a  telephone  in  the 
white  cargo  trailer  and  that  Ray  would  lock  and  unlock  the  door  to  the 
white  cargo  trailer  as  he  came  in  and  later  left.  She  recalled  being  in  the 
defendant’s  vehicle  and  being  taken  home  but  not  relating  the  defendant 
to  her  captivity.  She  had  no  memory  of  the  prior  3  days.  However,  the 
memories  began  to  come  back  slowly.  Kelli  has  since  undergone  exten¬ 
sive  therapy. 

Disposition 

David  Parker  Ray,  who  was  charged  with  kidnapping  second  degree, 
conspiracy  to  commit  kidnapping,  assault  with  intent  to  commit  a  violent 
felony,  and  criminal  sexual  penetration  (seven  counts)  was  sentenced  to 
224  years  to  be  run  consecutively.  Ironically,  Ray  will  never  get  to  serve 
that  sentence  because  just  before  being  transferred  to  general  population, 
he  died  of  an  apparent  heart  attack  on  May  28,  2002. 

Cynthia  Lea  Hendy,  who  was  charged  with  kidnapping  first  degree 
(two  counts),  conspiracy  to  commit  kidnapping  first  degree,  and  criminal 
sexual  penetration  (two  counts)  was  sentenced  to  36  years. 

Dennis  Roy  Yancy,  who  was  charged  with  murder  second  degree  and 
conspiracy  to  commit  murder  first  degree,  was  sentenced  to  15  years  on 
each  count  to  be  run  consecutively  for  a  total  of  30  years. 

Glenda  “Jessie”  Ray,  who  was  charged  with  kidnapping  second  degree 
was  sentenced  to  9  years.  The  Court  further  ordered  that  6  years  were 
suspended  from  the  sentence  with  a  supervised  probation  of  5  years. 
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Investigative  Analysis: 
Criminal  Personality 
Profiling  and  the 
Signature  Aspect 


Introduction 


The  applications  of  clinical  criteria  and  abnormal  psychology  to  the  inves¬ 
tigative  process  are  an  integral  part  of  criminal  personality  profiling  and 
have  been  universally  recognized  and  accepted  as  genuine  and  legitimate 
investigative  techniques.  Detectives  and  criminal  investigators  routinely 
employ  these  techniques  in  their  investigation  of  violent  crime  on  a  case- 
by-case  basis.  From  a  practical  standpoint,  there  are  only  so  many  ways 
to  kill  and  only  so  many  stories  to  tell  as  an  offender  attempts  to  explain 
the  killings.  After  a  while,  a  distinct  pattern  emerges,  which  encompasses 
a  series  of  clusters  of  behavioral  information  and  specific  typologies  of 
offenders.  For  example,  human  behavior  is  repetitive.  Certain  actions 
engaged  in  at  the  scene  by  certain  types  of  personalities  will  tend  to  repeat 
themselves.  In  the  assessment  of  these  types  of  personalities,  the  FBI 
Behavioral  Science  researchers  have  identified  two  specific  types:  orga¬ 
nized  and  disorganized.  In  this  chapter,  I  define  these  two  types  and 
provide  a  generic  profile  for  each.  Practically  speaking,  there  will  generally 
be  a  combination  of  profile  characteristics  and  crime  scene  differences 
between  organized  and  disorganized  offenders. 

I  provide  the  reader  with  “Work  Sheet  Tables”  that  list  the  charac¬ 
teristics  of  organized  and  disorganized  offenders  and  crime  scene 
dynamics  in  a  column  format  (see  Tables  13.1  and  13.2).  The  reader  can 
identify  the  column  with  the  most  elements  that  appear  similar  to  his 
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Table  13.1  Profile  Characteristics  of  Organized  and  Disorganized  Murders 


Organized 

Disorganized 

Average  to  above-average  intelligence 

Below-average  intelligence 

Socially  competent 

Socially  inadequate 

Skilled  work  preferred 

Unskilled  work 

Sexually  competent 

Sexually  incompetent 

High  birth-order  status 

Low  birth-order  status 

Father’s  work/stable 

Father’s  work/unstable 

Inconsistent  childhood  discipline 

Harsh  discipline  as  child 

Controlled  mood  during  crime 

Anxious  mood  during  crime 

Use  of  alcohol  with  crime 

Minimal  use  of  alcohol 

Precipitating  situational  stress 

Minimal  situational  stress 

Living  with  partner 

Living  alone 

Mobility  with  car  in  good  condition 

Lives/works  near  crime  scene 

Follows  crime  in  news  media 

Minimal  interest  in  news  media 

May  change  jobs  or  leave  town 

Significant  behavior  change  (drug/alcohol  abuse, 
religiosity,  etc.) 

Source:  Reprinted  from  Ressler,  R.K.  et  al.,  FBI  Law  Enforcement  Bull,  August,  (LEB),  1985. 

With  permission. 

Table  13.2  Crime  Scene  Differences  between  Organized  and 

Disorganized  Murders 

Organized 

Disorganized 

Planned  offense 

Spontaneous  offense 

Victim  a  targeted  stranger 

Victim/location  known 

Personalizes  victim 

Depersonalizes  victim 

Controlled  conversation 

Minimal  conversation 

Crime  scene  reflects  overall  control  Crime  scene  random  and  sloppy 

Demands  submissive  victim 

Sudden  violence  to  victim 

Restraints  used 

Minimal  use  of  restraints 

Aggressive  acts  prior  to  death 

Sexual  acts  after  death 

Body  hidden 

Body  left  in  view 

Weapon/evidence  absent 

Evidence/weapon  often  present 

Transports  victim  or  body 

Body  left  at  death  scene 

Source:  Reprinted  from  Ressler,  R.K.  et  al.,  FBI  Law  Enforcement  Bull, 
August,  (LEB),  1985.  With  permission. 


or  her  case.  This  will  suggest  the  type  of  offender  with  which  you  may 
be  dealing.  I  then  direct  the  reader  to  reference  the  two  generic  profiles 
that  appear  on  pages  730-741  in  Practical  Homicide  Investigation 
(Geberth,  1996). 

This  information  will  provide  the  experienced  investigator  with  a 
frame  of  reference  to  apply  to  the  investigative  analysis  of  a  specific  type 
of  crime  or  type  of  offender.  The  forensic  evidence  coupled  with  the 
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actions  of  the  offender  in  the  scene  and  the  specific  activities  he  engaged 
in  with  his  victim  allows  for  the  interpretation  of  the  “signature”  aspect 
and  the  ability  to  link  events  as  referenced  by  the  “linkage  concept.” 

According  to  Geberth  (1996): 

Clinically  speaking,  there  is  a  behavioral  distinctiveness 
in  human  sexuality.  This  unique  aspect  of  our  sexual 
arousal  and  response  system  accounts  for  why  individ¬ 
uals  differ  in  their  sexual  behaviors  and  engage  in  a 
specific  series  of  behavioral  patterns.  In  sex-related  crim¬ 
inal  incidents  the  offender  is  oftentimes  subconsciously 
“acting-out”  a  sexually  significant  behavioral  pattern, 
which  reflects  the  underlying  personality,  lifestyle,  and 
developmental  experiences  of  the  offender,  (p.  756) 

The  investigative  goal  is  to  interpret  these  actions  and  behaviors  of  the 
offender  and  then  translate  these  psychodynamics  into  investigative  reality. 


Criminal  Personality  Profile 

As  stated  in  Geberth  (1996): 

A  criminal  personality  profile  is  an  educated  attempt 
to  provide  investigative  agencies  with  specific  informa¬ 
tion  as  to  the  type  of  individual  who  would  have  com¬ 
mitted  a  certain  crime.  It  involves  the  preparation  of 
a  biographical  sketch  based  upon  information  taken 
from  the  crime  scene  and  victimology,  which  is  then 
integrated  with  known  psychological  theory.  The  pro¬ 
file  can  be  a  valuable  tool  in  identifying  and  pinpoint¬ 
ing  suspects;  however,  it  must  be  noted  that  the  profile 
has  its  limitations.  It  should  be  utilized  in  conjunction 
with  sound  investigative  techniques  ordinarily  em¬ 
ployed  at  the  scene  of  a  homicide,  (p.  710) 

The  Purpose  of  the  Profile 

The  objective  of  criminal  profiling  is  to  provide  the  investigator  with  a 
personality  composite  of  the  unknown  suspects  that  will  aid  apprehen¬ 
sion.  By  studying  the  crime  scene  from  a  psychological  standpoint,  the 
criminal  psychologist  is  able  to  identify  and  interpret  certain  items  of 
evidence  at  the  scene  that  provide  clues  to  the  personality  type  of  the 
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individual  or  individuals  who  committed  the  crime.  Certain  clues  at  a 
crime  scene,  by  their  nature,  do  not  lend  themselves  to  ordinary  collection 
techniques,  such  as  the  emotions  of  rage,  hate,  love,  fear,  and  irrationality. 
According  to  professional  profilers,  there  is  nothing  mystical  about  their 
work;  the  procedures  they  use  are  well  founded  in  sociological  and  psy¬ 
chological  roots. 

When  Profiling  can  be  Productive 

Criminal  personality  profiling  is  usually  productive  in  crimes  in  which 
an  unknown  subject  demonstrated  some  form  of  psychopathology  in  his 
crime,  for  example,  sadistic  torture  in  sexual  assault,  evisceration,  post¬ 
mortem  slashing  and  cutting,  motiveless  fire-setting,  lust  and  mutilation 
murders,  ritualistic  crimes,  and  rapes. 

Practically  speaking,  in  any  crime  in  which  available  evidence  indi¬ 
cates  a  mental,  emotional,  or  personality  aberration  by  an  unknown 
perpetrator,  the  criminal  personality  profile  can  be  instrumental  in  pro¬ 
viding  the  investigator  with  information  that  narrows  down  the  leads.  It 
is  the  behavioral  characteristics  of  the  perpetrator,  as  evidenced  in  the 
crime  scene,  and  not  the  offense  per  se  that  determine  the  degree  of 
suitability  of  the  case  for  profiling. 

According  to  Ressler,  formerly  of  the  FBI  (Ressler  et  ah,  1985): 

All  people  have  personality  traits  that  can  be  more  or 
less  identified.  However,  an  abnormal  person  becomes 
more  ritualized,  displaying  a  distinct  pattern  to  his 
behavior.  Many  times,  the  behavior  and  personality  are 
reflected  in  the  crime  scene  in  the  same  manner  that 
furnishings  in  a  home  reflect  the  character  of  the  owner 
(p.  19). 

In  certain  instances,  FBI  agents  of  the  Criminal  Personality  Profiling 
and  Consultation  section  have  been  able  to  supply  police  with  such  details 
as  approximate  height,  weight,  body  type,  age,  general  occupation,  and 
family  environment  of  an  unknown  suspect.  Such  a  description  was  based 
on  their  initial  examination  of  the  scene,  using  crime  scene  photos,  and 
preliminary  information  concerning  the  crime  provided  by  the  request¬ 
ing  agency. 

However,  as  an  expert  in  homicide,  I  must  caution  the  reader  that 
viewing  crime  scene  photographs  without  making  a  personal  visit  to  the 
crime  scene  to  get  a  “feel”  for  the  area  may  prove  to  be  very  embarrassing. 
In  addition,  there  may  be  other  considerations  not  readily  discernible  to 
persons  unfamiliar  with  the  geographical  areas,  local  customs,  or  unique 
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patterns  of  behavior  endemic  to  an  area.  Whenever  I  perform  an  inves¬ 
tigative  assessment  of  a  case,  I  make  it  a  point  to  visit  the  crime  scene 
and  conduct  personal  interviews  with  the  assigned  investigators,  who 
many  times  have  already  “profiled”  possible  suspects,  based  on  their 
expertise  and  knowledge  of  their  jurisdiction. 

Factors  that  can  be  Determined  by  a  Criminal  Personality 
Profile 

1.  Age 

2.  Sex 

3.  Race 

4.  Marital  status/adjustment 

5.  Intelligence 

6.  Scholastic  achievement/adjustment 

7.  Lifestyle 

8.  Rearing  environment 

9.  Social  adjustment 

10.  Personality  style/ characteristics 

11.  Demeanor 

12.  Appearance  and  grooming 

13.  Emotional  adjustment 

14.  Evidence  of  mental  decompensation 

15.  Pathological  behavioral  characteristics 

16.  Employment/occupational  history  and  adjustment 

17.  Work  habits 

18.  Residency  in  relation  to  crime  scene 

19.  Socioeconomic  status 

20.  Sexual  adjustment 

21.  Type  of  sexual  perversion  or  disturbance  (if  applicable) 

22.  Motive 

The  Investigative  Approach  to  Profiling 

The  criminal  personality  profile  is  based  upon  a  good  crime  scene  exam¬ 
ination  and  adequate  information  supplied  to  the  profiler.  In  order  to 
facilitate  this  process,  there  are  certain  investigative  steps  that  must  be 
taken  at  the  scene  by  the  detective. 

1.  The  complete  documentation  of  events:  Photographs  (both  black 
and  white  and  color)  and  videotape  as  well  as  crime  scene  sketches 
should  be  completed  prior  to  any  other  police  procedures  at  the 
scene. 
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2.  A  careful  and  complete  search:  This  must  be  conducted  for  any 
forensic  materials  and  other  evidence  that  might  provide  a  clue  to 
the  identity  of  the  killer. 

Furthermore,  an  extensive  and  thorough  investigation  of  the  victim’s 
background  must  be  undertaken  in  order  for  the  profiler  to  appraise  the 
type  of  suspect  for  which  police  should  be  looking.  Assessing  the  victimol- 
ogy  of  the  deceased  is  standard  operating  procedure  for  any  good  homicide 
investigator.  Many  times  the  detective  ends  up  learning  more  about  the 
deceased  than  the  victim  knew  about  him  or  herself  From  the  perspective 
of  the  profiler,  however,  the  victim’s  background  information  takes  on  an 
added  value,  as  the  profiler  seeks  a  behavioral  pattern  or  scenario  upon 
which  to  build  his  or  her  hypothesis. 

The  following  terns  are  necessary  to  create  a  profile: 

1.  Photographs  (the  larger  the  photo  the  better,  and  the  photos 
should  focus  on  the  depth  and  extent  of  the  wounds) 

a.  Complete  photographs  of  the  crime  scene 

b.  Color  photos  of  the  victim 

c.  Body  positioning,  different  angles 

d.  If  residence  is  involved,  photos  of  other  rooms  (including  a 
crime  scene  sketch  that  depicts  the  entire  scene  and  floor  plan 
of  the  residence) 

e.  Photo  of  the  area  (should  include  aerial  shot  to  show  relation¬ 
ship  of  body  placement  to  the  area;  this  is  done  so  the  profiler 
can  get  a  feel  for  the  area) 

2.  Neighborhood  and  complex 

a.  Racial,  ethnic,  and  social  data 

3.  Medical  Examiner’s  report  (autopsy  protocol) 

a.  Photos  to  show  full  extent  of  damage  to  body 

i.  Stabs,  cuts  (number  of) 

ii.  Gunshots 

iii.  Bruises 

iv.  Lividity 

b.  Toxicology  reports 

i.  Drugs,  alcohol 

ii.  Sperm  present  (sperm  in  anus,  hair  cut  off,  bits  and  pieces 
of  hair,  and  oral  swabs  of  mouth  for  semen) 

c.  Are  wounds  postmortem? 

d.  Feelings  of  the  medical  examiner,  which  are  not  committed  to 
the  report 

4.  Map  of  the  victim’s  travels  prior  to  death 
a.  Place  employed 
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b.  Residence 

c.  Where  last  seen 

d.  Crime  scene  location 

5.  Complete  investigation  report  of  the  incident 

a.  Standard  report  of  date,  time,  location,  etc. 

b.  Weapon  used  if  known 

c.  Investigative  officer’s  reconstruction  of  the  sequence  of  events 

d.  Detailed  interviews  of  witnesses 

6.  Background  of  the  victim 

a.  Age 

b.  Sex 

c.  Race 

d.  Physical  description  (including  dress  at  time  of  incident) 

e.  Marital  status/adjustment 

f.  Intelligence,  scholastic  achievement/adjustment 

g.  Lifestyle  (recent  changes) 

h.  Personality  style/characteristics 

i.  Demeanor 

j.  Residency  (former  and  present)  in  relation  to  the  crime  scene 

k.  Sexual  adjustment 

l.  Occupation  (former  and  present) 

m.  Reputation  at  home  and  work 

n.  Medical  history  (physical  and  mental) 

o.  Fears 

p.  Personal  habits 

q.  Use  of  alcohol  or  drugs/social  habits 

r.  Flobbies 

s.  Friends  and  enemies 

t.  Recent  court  action 

In  addition  to  providing  a  criminal  personality  profile  of  an  unknown 
suspect  based  upon  an  analysis  of  the  crime  scene,  the  Behavioral  Science 
Unit  profilers  of  the  National  Center  for  the  Analysis  of  Violent  Crime 
(NCAVC)  can  also  make  an  assessment  of  possible  suspects  based  on  an 
evaluation  of  certain  background  information  on  a  specific  suspect  sup¬ 
plied  by  local  police. 

The  following  information  should  be  obtained  on  the  individual  to 
be  profiled: 


1.  Name 

2.  Age 

3.  Sex 
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4.  Race 

5.  Height  and  weight 

6.  Marital  status;  ages  and  sex  of  children;  recent  births  (is  wife 
pregnant?) 

7.  Education  level 

8.  Socioeconomic  status 

9.  History  (criminal  record  or  psychiatric  problems) 

10.  Physical  abnormalities  or  defects  (e.g.,  acne,  speech  impediment, 
obese,  walks  with  a  limp) 

11.  Residence  (condition  of,  etc.) 

12.  Automobile  (color,  how  maintained) 

13.  Behavior  (describe  any  recent  change) 

14.  Mannerisms  and  personality  traits 

15.  Employment  (recently  laid  off?  skills  associated  with  job) 

16.  Day  or  night  person 

17.  User  of  drugs  or  alcohol  (recent  increase?) 

18.  Dress  (sloppy  or  neat,  type  of  clothing) 

19.  Known  to  carry,  collect,  or  display  weapons?  (what  type?) 

20.  Rigid  vs.  flexible  personality 

21.  Prior  military  experience  (branch  of  service) 


Investigative  Assessment  —  The  Profiling  Process 

According  to  Ressler  et  al.  (1988), 

The  process  used  by  the  profiler  is  quite  similar  to  that 
used  by  clinicians  to  make  a  diagnosis  and  treatment 
plan:  data  is  collected,  the  situation  reconstructed,  hy¬ 
potheses  are  formulated,  a  profile  developed  and  tested, 
and  the  results  reported  back.  The  profilers  combine 
brainstorming,  intuition,  and  educated  guesswork 
with  prior  experience  in  similar  case  scenarios  to  arrive 
at  hypothetical  formulations  (p.  135). 

Basically,  a  homicide  detective  follows  these  same  steps  at  the  crime 
scene.  The  detective  gathers  information,  attempts  to  reconstruct  the  inci¬ 
dent,  develops  a  hypothesis  about  the  incident,  and  then  assesses  this  data 
to  see  whether  or  not  the  hypothesis  is  consistent  with  the  facts  of  the 
case.  The  investigators  brainstorm  the  case  during  the  investigative  cri¬ 
tique.  They  use  their  intuition,  follow  hunches,  and  make  educated  guesses 
based  upon  their  extensive  personal  experience  in  homicide  investigation. 
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In  fact,  an  effective  homicide  detective  is  usually  someone  who  has 
taken  his  experience  and  enhanced  it  with  knowledge,  flexibility,  and 
common  sense. 

Organized  and  Disorganized  Offenders 

The  organized  and  disorganized  dichotomy  devised  by  the  FBI’s  Behav¬ 
ioral  Science  Unit  is  a  description  of  criminal  offender  typologies.  The 
information  presented  herein  as  it  relates  to  the  phenomena  of  organized 
and  disorganized  offenders  is  based  upon  the  studies  and  research  of  the 
Behavioral  Science  Unit;  personal  interviews  with  retired  Supervisory 
Special  Agent  Robert  K.  Ressler  and  others  involved  in  the  project;  inter¬ 
action  with  colleagues  across  the  United  States  who  are  homicide  experts; 
as  well  as  the  personal  experience  of  the  author  as  a  homicide  practitioner, 
instructor,  consultant,  and  expert  in  the  field  of  homicide  investigation. 

What  is  the  Motive? 


Psychotic  Psychopathic 

Motiveless  Sadistic 

Bizarre  Impulsive 

DISORGANIZED  ORGANIZED 

The  Organized  Offender 

The  clinical  definitions  of  the  elements  that  comprise  an  organized 
offender  are  found  in  DSM-IV  (1994)  under  the  category  Antisocial 
Personality  Disorder.  Antisocial  personality  is  often  referred  to  as  psy¬ 
chopathic  or  sociopathic  behavior.  The  organized  offender  is  usually 
above  average  in  intelligence.  Fie  is  methodical  and  cunning.  His  crime 
is  well  thought  out  and  carefully  planned.  He  is  likely  to  own  a  car,  which 
is  in  good  condition.  The  crime  is  usually  committed  out  of  his  area  of 
residence  or  work. 

He  is  mobile  and  travels  many  more  miles  than  the  average  person. 
Fantasy  and  ritual  are  important  to  the  organized  type  of  personality.  He 
selects  a  victim,  who  he  considers  the  “right”  type,  someone  he  can  control 
(either  through  manipulation  or  strength),  usually  a  stranger.  Most  of  his 
victims  will  share  some  common  traits. 

He  is  considered  socially  adept.  He  uses  his  verbal  skills  to  manipulate 
his  victims  and  gain  control  over  them  until  he  has  them  within  his 
“comfort  zone.”  He  is  fully  cognizant  of  the  criminality  of  his  act  and 
takes  pride  in  his  ability  to  thwart  the  police  investigation.  He  is  likely  to 
follow  news  reports  of  the  event  and  will  often  take  a  “souvenir”  from  his 
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victim  as  a  reminder,  which  is  sometimes  used  to  relive  the  event  or 
continue  with  the  fantasy.  (The  souvenir  is  referred  to  as  a  “trophy”  when 
describing  this  particular  action  by  the  organized  offender.) 

He  is  excited  by  the  cruelty  of  the  act  and  may  engage  in  torturing 
the  victim.  Sexual  control  of  the  victim  plays  an  important  part  in  this 
scenario.  He  avoids  leaving  evidence  behind  and  usually  brings  his  own 
weapon.  He  is  aware  of  police  procedures. 

The  body  is  often  removed  from  the  crime  scene.  He  may  do  this  to 
taunt  the  police  or,  to  prevent  its  discovery,  by  transporting  it  to  a  location 
where  it  will  be  well  hidden  (Geberth,  1996). 

The  Disorganized  Offender 

The  clinical  definition  of  the  elements  that  comprise  a  disorganized 
offender  are  found  in  such  diagnoses  as  the  psychotic  disorders,  i.e.,  the 
schizophrenias,  which  are  characterized  by  gross  distortions  of  reality 
involving  delusions  and  hallucinations  and  paranoia  that  may  or  may  not 
affect  the  personality,  as  well  as  paranoid  schizophrenics  who  are  marked 
by  acute  personality  fragmentation.  In  addition,  individuals  who  are  not 
psychotic  may  experience  psychotic  episodes.  A  psychotic  episode,  which 
is  referred  to  as  Brief  Psychotic  Disorder  in  the  DSM-IV  (1994),  relates 
to  a  temporary  condition  brought  on  shortly  after  or  in  response  to  an 
extreme  stressor.  The  individual  will  typically  experience  emotional  tur¬ 
moil  or  overwhelming  confusion.  Under  certain  conditions,  an  inade¬ 
quate  individual  who  is  experiencing  intense  sadistic  sexual  fantasies  may 
suddenly  act  out  these  fantasies  on  a  victim  of  opportunity.  The  crime 
scene  would  be  disorganized,  and  his  actions  and  behavior  could  be 
viewed  as  psychotic. 

The  disorganized  offender  is  usually  below  average  intelligence.  He  is 
generally  a  loner  type,  usually  is  not  married,  and  lives  alone  or  with  a 
relative  in  close  proximity  to  the  crime  scene.  He  experiences  difficulty 
in  negotiating  interpersonal  relationships  and  is  described  as  socially 
inadequate. 

He  acts  impulsively  under  stress  and  will  usually  select  a  victim  from 
his  own  geographic  area.  In  most  instances,  this  type  of  offender  will  not 
own  a  vehicle  but  will  have  access  to  a  vehicle.  Generally,  he  will  avoid 
people.  He  is  described  as  sexually  incompetent  without  any  meaningful 
sexual  relationships.  He  uses  a  blitz  style  of  attack  that  catches  the  victim 
off  guard.  This  spontaneous  action  in  which  the  offender  suddenly  acts 
out  his  fantasy  does  not  allow  for  a  conscious  plan  or  even  a  thought  of 
being  detected.  This  is  why  the  crime  scene  will  be  disorganized.  In 
homicide  investigation,  we  call  these  events  a  clustered  crime  scene.  As 
stated  in  Geberth  (1996): 
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A  clustered  crime  scene  involves  a  situation  where  most 
of  the  activities  take  place  at  one  location;  the  confron¬ 
tation,  the  attack,  the  assault  and  sexual  activity,  etc. 

The  disorganized  offender  usually  depersonalizes  his 
victim  by  facial  destruction  or  overkill  type  of  wounds. 

Any  sexually  sadistic  acts  are  performed  postmortem. 

Mutilation  to  the  genitalia,  rectum,  breasts  of  females, 
neck,  throat  and  buttocks  are  performed  because  these 
parts  of  the  body  contain  a  strong  sexual  significance 
to  him.  (pp.  420-421) 

According  to  Ressler  et  al.  (1986): 

. . .  there  are  significant  differences  between  the  orga¬ 
nized  and  disorganized  offender.  However,  there  are 
no  situations  where  the  organized  and  disorganized 
offenders  are  mutually  exclusive.  That  is,  both  types 
of  murderers  are  capable  of  all  types  of  behavior. 

(p. 293) 

Clinical  Considerations  and  Descriptions  of  Behavior 
The  Psychopathic  Personality 

A  psychopathic  personality  is  characterized  as  follows  in  the  Webster’s 
New  World  Dictionary  (1982): 

A  person  whose  behavior  is  largely  amoral  and  asocial, 
who  is  characterized  by  irresponsibility,  lack  of  remorse 
or  shame,  perverse  or  impulsive  (oftentimes  criminal) 
behavior,  and  other  serious  personality  defects,  (p. 

1147) 

According  to  Coleman,  Butcher,  and  Carson  (1984),  psychopathic 
characteristics  include  the  following: 

Complete  disregard  for  community  standards  of  behavior 

Apparent  absence  of  guilt  feelings 

Failure  to  learn  by  punishment 

Desire  for  immediate  satisfaction 

Continuous  sexual  experimentation 

Usually  an  extrovert 
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Can  go  “in”  and  “out”  of  feelings 

Undue  dependence  on  others 

The  classification  of  the  organized  offender  is  based  on  the  clinical 
definition  of  Antisocial  Personality  Disorder  (301.7)  as  referenced  in 
DSM-IV  (1994). 

The  essential  feature  of  Antisocial  Personality  Disorder 
(APD)  is  a  pervasive  pattern  of  disregard  for,  and  vi¬ 
olation  of,  the  rights  of  others  that  begins  in  childhood 
or  early  adolescence  and  continues  into  adulthood 
(p.  645). 

The  terms  psychopathy  and  sociopathy  have  also  been  used  interchangeably 
to  describe  this  type  of  behavior.  However,  according  to  Hare  (1993), 
there  is  a  distinctive  difference  between  them: 

Antisocial  Personality  Disorder  (APD):  Refers  primarily  to  a  cluster 
of  criminal  and  antisocial  behaviors. 

Sociopathy:  Connotes  that  the  syndrome  is  forged  entirely  from  social 
forces  and  early  childhood  experiences. 

Psychopathy:  The  syndrome  consists  of  psychological,  biological,  and 
genetic  factors. 

In  addition,  when  describing  this  same  type  of  antisocial  behavior  in 
youngsters,  many  clinicians  have  opted  for  such  diagnoses  as  Conduct 
Disorder  (312.8  DSM-IV),  Oppositional  Defiant  Disorder  (313.81  DSM- 
IV),  and  even  Attention-Deficit  and  Disruptive  Behavior  Disorders  to 
diagnose  behavior  disorders.  The  bottom  line  for  the  investigative  analysis 
of  the  type  of  personality  defined  as  the  organized  offender  is  that  psy¬ 
chopathy  is  the  prevailing  factor  to  take  into  consideration. 

Cleckley  was  one  of  the  first  clinicians  to  do  an  in-depth  study  of  the 
psychopathic  personality.  In  his  textbook,  The  Mask  of  Sanity  (1988), 
Cleckley  describes  the  psychopath  in  terms  of  his  actions  and  his  apparent 
intentions.  In  fact,  it  was  The  Mask  of  Sanity  that  influenced  and  provided 
the  clinical  framework  for  much  of  the  scientific  research  on  psychopathy. 

Cleckley  lists  the  16  characteristics  of  the  psychopath  as  follows: 

1.  Superficial  charm  and  good  “intelligence” 

2.  Absence  of  delusions  and  other  signs  of  irrational  thinking 

3.  Absence  of  “nervousness”  or  psychoneurotic  manifestations 

4.  Unreliability 
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5.  Untruthfulness  and  insincerity 

6.  Lack  of  remorse  or  shame 

7.  Inadequately  motivated  antisocial  behavior 

8.  Poor  judgment  and  failure  to  learn  by  experience 

9.  Pathologic  egocentricity  and  incapacity  for  love 

10.  General  poverty  in  major  affective  reactions 

11.  Specific  loss  of  insight 

12.  Unresponsiveness  in  general  interpersonal  relations 

13.  Fantastic  and  uninviting  behavior  with  (alcoholic)  drink  and 

sometimes  without 

14.  Suicide  rarely  carried  out 

15.  Sex  life  impersonal,  trivial,  and  poorly  integrated 

16.  Failure  to  follow  any  life  plan 

Hare,  the  author  of  Without  Conscience:  The  Disturbing  World  of  the 
Psychopaths  Among  Us  (1993),  has  emerged  as  the  preeminent  authority 
and  foremost  expert  in  the  area  of  psychopathy.  He  developed  and  per¬ 
fected  the  “Psychopathy  Checklist”  and  the  PCL-R,  which  has  become  the 
standard  instrument  for  researchers  and  clinicians  worldwide.  In  the 
opinion  of  the  author,  the  PCL-R  has  proven  to  be  the  most  perceptive 
development  in  the  application  of  clinical  psychology  to  the  investigative 
process.  His  “Psychopathy  Checklist”  is  a  clinical  tool  for  professional 
interpretation  of  the  actions  and  behaviors  of  the  psychopath,  which  has 
provided  a  measure  of  the  assessment  of  dangerousness  of  individuals 
who  meet  the  criteria  of  psychopath. 

Key  Symptoms  of  Psychopathy 

According  to  Hare  (1993),  the  following  are  the  key  symptoms  of 
psychopathy: 

•  Emotional/interpersonal 

•  Glib  and  superficial 

•  Egocentric  and  grandiose 

•  Lack  of  remorse  or  guilt 

•  Lack  of  empathy 

•  Deceitful  and  manipulative 

•  Shallow  emotions 

•  Social  deviance 

•  Impulsive 

•  Poor  behavior  controls 

•  Need  for  excitement 

•  Lack  of  responsibility 
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•  Early  behavior  problems 

•  Adult  antisocial  behaviors 

The  psychopath,  who  is  grandiose,  arrogant,  callous,  dominant, 
superficial,  and  manipulative,  cannot  form  strong  emotional  bonds  with 
others  and  demonstrates  a  lack  of  guilt  or  conscience.  Psychopaths  are 
irresponsible  and  impulsive  and  cannot  appreciate  the  pain  and  suffering 
they  inflict  on  others.  This  explains  why  they  can  torture  and  mutilate 
another  human  being  without  the  least  concern.  I  find  this  perspective 
consistent  with  observable  data  and  applicable  to  the  investigative  process. 
Hare’s  work  best  represents  the  point  of  view  and  definition  of  psycho¬ 
pathy  as  expressed  in  this  chapter. 

Psychotic  Personality  (the  Psychosis) 

The  classification  of  the  disorganized  offender  is  based  on  the  clinical 
definition  of  a  Brief  Psychotic  Disorder  (298.8)  as  referenced  in  DSM-IV 
(1994). 

The  psychotic  personality  suffers  from  psychosis,  which  is  a  major 
mental  disorder  in  which  the  personality  is  very  seriously  disorganized  and 
contact  with  reality  is  usually  impaired  (Webster’s,  1982).  Psychotic  char¬ 
acteristics  include  the  following  (Coleman,  Butcher,  and  Carson,  1984): 

Loner-type  personality 

Generally  remains  isolated  or  secluded 

Uncomfortable  around  people 

Lacks  interpersonal  skills 

A  psychosis  is  defined  in  DSM-IV  ( 1 994)  as  a  Brief  Psychotic  Disorder 
( DSM-IV  298.8).  This  disturbance  involves  the  sudden  onset  of  at  least 
one  of  the  following  positive  psychotic  symptoms: 

Delusions 

Hallucinations 

Disorganized  speech  (incoherence,  fragmented  speech) 

Inappropriate  response 

Strange  mannerisms 

This  type  of  reaction  is  usually  associated  with  a  stressor  of  some 
intensity.  Sex  is  certainly  considered  a  stressor  of  significant  magnitude. 
The  inadequate  individual  experiencing  such  a  stressor  coupled  with  an 
engram  (mind  picture)  of  a  particular  sadistic  fantasy  is  certainly  capable 
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of  acting  out  a  bizarre  sexual  assault.  The  nature  of  a  sexual  deviant 
engram  is  that  it  is  substitutive  for  normal  sexuality.  It  is  often  reinforced 
with  masturbatory  activities  that  become  compulsive  and  patterned, 
requiring  repetition.  The  behavior  and  activities  of  this  individual  acting 
out  his  fantasy  during  a  sexual  crime  could  well  be  described  as  psychotic. 
From  an  investigative  perspective,  we  would  refer  to  such  an  event  as 
disorganized. 

The  offender  might  possibly  have  a  clinical  diagnosis;  however,  the 
murder  event  could  be  the  result  of  a  temporary  psychosis  involving  a 
sexual  stressor.  In  any  event,  the  crime  scene  presentation  is  significantly 
different  than  that  of  the  organized  offender. 

Sexual  Sadism  (302.84  DSM-IV) 

According  to  DSM-IV  (1994),  sexual  sadism  is  a  paraphilia.  Paraphilias 
are  sexual  deviations  marked  by  persistent  sexual  arousal  patterns  in 
which  unusual  objects,  rituals,  or  situations  are  required  for  sexual  grat¬ 
ification.  They  are  understood  to  reflect  a  psychosexual  disorder  in  which 
the  preferred  or  exclusive  means  of  sexual  gratification  is  deviant.  The 
essential  feature  in  sexual  sadism  is  that  the  individual  derives  sexual 
excitement  from  the  infliction  of  psychological  or  physical  suffering 
(including  humiliation)  of  the  victim.  Sadistic  fantasies  or  acts  may 
involve  activities  that  indicate  the  dominance  of  the  person  over  his 
victim  (e.g.,  forcing  the  victim  to  crawl,  or  keeping  the  victim  in  a  cage), 
or  restraint,  blindfolding,  paddling,  spanking,  whipping,  pinching,  beat¬ 
ing,  burning,  electrical  shocks,  rape,  cutting  or  stabbing,  strangulation, 
torture,  mutilation,  or  killing. 

According  to  DSM-IV  (1994),  this  is  a  chronic  condition  and  a  pro¬ 
gressive  disorder. 

When  Sexual  Sadism  is  severe,  and  especially  when  it 
is  associated  with  Antisocial  Personality  Disorder,  in¬ 
dividuals  with  Sexual  Sadism  may  seriously  injure  or 
kill  their  victims  (p.  530). 

Among  the  number  of  paraphilias  discussed  in  De  River’s  (1958)  often 
cited  work,  Crime  and  the  Sexual  Psychopath,  is  lust  murder.  De  River 
speaks  of  sadism  as  a  compelling  element  in  some  lust  murders;  in  others, 
arousal  is  not  derived  from  the  infliction  of  pain  and  suffering  of  the 
victim  but  rather  from  the  act  of  killing.  In  this  latter  case,  however,  as 
with  necrophiles,  De  River  recognizes  that  even  though  the  offender  may 
not  witness  any  prolonged  degree  of  suffering  on  the  part  of  the  victim, 
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he  is  likely  to  “[call]  upon  his  imagination  and  fancy  to  supply  him  with 
the  necessary  engrams  to  satisfy  his  craving  for  his  depravity”  (p.  41). 

This  is  not  unlike  lust  murderers  who  torture  victims  before  killing 
them,  and  then  recall  (De  River,  1958):  “an  after-image  (engram)  of  the 
sensation  produced  by  the  physical  torture  and  mutilation,  extending 
beyond  time  and  space”  (p.  276).  The  sadistic  scenario  is  thus  conjured 
in  the  imagination,  be  it  a  recreation  of  the  actual  crime  scene  or  the 
product  of  fantasy.  In  each  instance,  lust  murders  are  viewed  as  behaviors 
of  sadistic  sexual  psychopaths.  This  is  the  type  of  offender  who  tortures 
and  kills  for  sexual  gratification  and  characterizes  the  prototypical  serial 
killer,  who  we  refer  to  as  organized. 

However,  it  must  be  understood  that  disorganized  offenders  are  also 
capable  of  similar  behavior  and  also  engage  in  sadistic  activities  with 
their  victims. 

Sexual  sadism  is  frequently  associated  with  sex- related  murders.  Most 
of  the  offenders  involved  in  this  activity  are  organized  offenders  who  plan 
their  crimes  and  seek  out  specific  victims.  The  disorganized  offender,  who 
reacts  to  a  circumstance  of  opportunity  without  a  specific  plan,  is  rarely 
able  to  repeatedly  escape  apprehension. 

See  Chapter  14  for  an  in-depth  analysis  of  the  psychopathic  sexual 
sadist. 

Crime  Scene  and  Profile:  Characteristics  of  Organized  and 
Disorganized  Murderers 

The  organized  and  disorganized  dichotomy  devised  by  the  FBI’s  Behav¬ 
ioral  Science  Unit  is  a  description  of  criminal  offender  typologies.  The 
information  presented  herein  as  it  relates  to  the  phenomena  of  organized 
and  disorganized  offenders  is  based  upon  the  studies  and  research  of  the 
FBI’s  Behavioral  Science  Unit,  personal  interviews  with  members  of  the 
Behavioral  Science  Unit,  research  in  the  field,  and  the  author’s  personal 
experience  with  these  types  of  cases. 

The  terms  organized  and  disorganized  are  excellent  descriptions  of 
human  behaviors  as  they  relate  to  the  characteristics  of  sex-related  mur¬ 
derers.  It  is  important  to  note,  however,  that  there  may  he  a  combination 
of  organized  and  disorganized  behaviors  evidenced  in  a  crime  scene,  which 
in  effect,  presents  a  “mixed”  personality  profile. 

These  are  not  clinical  classifications,  but  they  are  based  upon  recog¬ 
nized  psychological  definitions  and  clinical  diagnoses.  The  organized 
offender  can  be  compared  to  the  person  suffering  from  an  Antisocial 
Personality  Disorder.  However,  the  author  uses  the  terms  psychopath  and 
psychopathy  because  they  are  more  meaningful  of  the  descriptive  charac- 
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teristics  of  this  specific  type  of  offender.  The  disorganized  offender  pre¬ 
sents  behaviors  that  may  evince  indications  of  a  psychosis,  such  as 
schizophrenic  disorders  and  paranoid  diagnoses. 

The  following  generic  organized  and  disorganized  profiles  are  exam¬ 
ples  of  investigative  assessment.  These  profiles,  however,  do  not  provide 
for  local  geography,  demography,  sociology,  ethnic  makeup,  forensics, 
victimology,  or  special  considerations  unique  to  the  local  area. 

These  generic  profiles  are  provided  as  a  basic  investigative  tool  for  the 
purpose  of  focusing  investigative  resources  on  specific  classifications  of 
the  Type  of  Crime  and  Type  of  Personality  early  in  the  investigation. 

(A  more  comprehensive  criminal  personality  profile  can  be  obtained 
through  VI-CAP  at  the  National  Center  for  the  Analysis  of  Violent  Crime, 
Behavioral  Science  Unit,  FBI  Academy,  Quantico,  Virginia  22135.) 

Note  how  Table  13.1  and  Table  13.2  compare  with  these  clinical 
descriptions  (Ressler  et  al.,  1985).  However,  it  should  be  noted  that  the 
organized  and  disorganized  classifications  go  into  much  more  investiga¬ 
tive  detail.  The  expertise  of  the  criminal  profiler  rests  in  his  or  her  ability 
to  identify  the  clusters  of  information  that  demonstrate  the  psychopa¬ 
thology  of  the  event  and  provide  insight  into  the  behavioral  makeup  of 
the  offender. 

The  Organized  Offender 

Age:  This  offender  is  approximately  the  same  age  as  his  victim.  The 
mean  or  average  age  of  these  types  of  offenders  is  usually  under 
35.  These  types  of  offenders,  however,  range  in  age  from  18  to  45. 

Sex:  Male. 

Race:  Race  of  the  offender  is  usually  the  same  race  as  the  victim. 
However,  the  investigator  should  consider  local  ethnic  makeup, 
victimology,  geography,  customs,  culture,  and  other  consider¬ 
ations  unique  to  the  area  of  the  offense,  especially  in  prostitute 
murders. 

Marital  status:  Married  or  living  with  a  partner  —  This  type  of 
offender  is  sexually  competent  and  usually  has  a  significant  female 
in  his  relationship. 

Education/intelligence  level:  This  offender  is  of  normal  to  superior 
intelligence.  He  is  also  streetwise.  He  completed  high  school  and 
may  have  some  college  experience;  however,  in  school,  he  was  a 
disciplinary  problem.  He  was  known  as  a  troublemaker  due  to  his 
senseless  and  aggressive  acts  against  others.  Academically,  he 
would  be  considered  an  underachiever. 

Socioeconomic  level:  Middle  class. 
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Mental  health  history:  None. 

Physical  characteristics:  The  offender  is  usually  well  built  and  tends 
to  take  good  care  of  himself. 

Residence:  The  offender  lives  some  distance  from  the  crime  scene. 
(The  exception  to  this  is  in  the  first  offense.  Many  times,  the  first 
offense  is  close  to  home.)  The  offender  lives  in  a  middle-class  rental 
and  takes  good  care  of  his  residence.  He  may  be  married  or  living 
with  a  significant  female. 

Automobile:  The  offender  has  a  middle-class  vehicle,  which  may  be 
a  sedan  or  possibly  a  station  wagon.  The  auto  may  be  dark  in  color 
and  may  resemble  local  police  cars.  This  vehicle  will  be  clean  and 
well  maintained.  In  the  event  you  believe  your  offender  to  be 
young,  in  the  early  twenties,  expect  him  to  drive  a  red  or  black 
“muscle”  or  macho-type  vehicle.  If  a  pickup  truck  is  a  masculine 
status  symbol  in  the  area  of  investigation,  expect  the  offender  to 
have  a  similarly  colored  vehicle. 

Employment:  This  offender  has  the  ability  to  handle  almost  any  type 
of  employment;  however,  he  tends  to  seek  jobs  that  project  a 
“macho”  image.  Some  examples  are  truck  driver,  bartender,  con¬ 
struction  worker,  cowboy,  security  guard,  police  officer,  firearm, 
paramedic,  gunsmith,  demolition  worker,  or  possibly  a  job  that 
brings  the  offender  into  contact  with  bloodshed  and  death.  His 
work  record  will  be  sporadic.  He  may  have  a  reputation  for  walking 
off  the  job  or  being  fired  for  unsatisfactory  performance.  His  job 
is  usually  some  distance  from  the  crime  scene;  however,  the  crime 
scene  may  be  along  the  route  he  takes  to  and  from  his  place  of 
employment. 

Military  history:  The  offender  may  have  volunteered  for  the  Army 
or  Marines  and  may  have  been  discharged  under  other  than  hon¬ 
orable  conditions.  While  in  the  service,  he  was  a  disciplinary  prob¬ 
lem  —  AWOL,  fights,  etc. 

Arrest  record:  The  offender  may  have  arrests  for  interpersonal  violence 
and  sex  offenses.  He  may  have  a  poor  driving  record,  DWI  arrests, 
and  traffic  violations,  including  parking  tickets,  which  have  not 
been  paid.  The  interpersonal  violence  arrests,  if  any,  will  involve 
sadistic  acts  or  beatings  beyond  the  normal  fist- fight  that  indicate 
extreme  cruelty  and  violence.  He  likes  to  hurt  those  he  is  angry 
with  and  probably  planned  his  assaults  with  this  objective  in  mind. 

General  Behavior  Characteristics 


1 .  This  type  of  person  fits  well  in  society.  He  is  contemporary  in  style. 
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2.  Gregarious,  outgoing  person;  seemingly  the  type  of  person  you 
might  want  to  be  friends  with;  however,  you  soon  realize  that  this 
outgoing  person  is  actually  a  self-centered  individual  who  cares 
only  about  himself.  His  social  nature  is  actually  a  facade 

3.  Good  talker;  socially  competent  with  good  interpersonal  skills.  He 
uses  these  skills  in  a  manipulative  manner  and  usually  “gets  his 
way”  with  people. 

4.  Irresponsible;  indifferent  to  the  welfare  of  society;  only  cares  about 
himself  and  does  not  think  anything  of  hurting  others. 

5.  Described  as  a  ladies  man;  known  to  frequent  bars  and  lounges 
noted  for  large  numbers  of  female  patrons. 

6.  Dresses  well,  wears  designer  clothes,  is  style  conscious. 

7.  Dates  frequently  with  many  different  women;  has  multiple  sex 
partners  and  is  known  to  brag  about  his  sexual  conquests. 

8.  Methodical  and  cunning;  he  plans  his  crimes  and  selects  his  vic¬ 
tims.  He  selects  the  site  and  is  known  to  research  his  craft. 

9.  Travels  frequently;  cruises  seeking  the  right  victim;  known  for 
his  mobility;  drives  a  car  in  good  condition;  lives  some  distance 
from  the  actual  crime  scene.  (Note:  an  exception  to  this  is  usually 
the  first  incident,  which  often  is  close  to  offender’s  home  or  place 
of  work.) 

10.  Acquaintances  know  him  to  have  a  violent  temper  and  usually  try 
to  avoid  becoming  involved  in  any  arguments  with  him  out  of  fear 
or  a  desire  to  keep  the  peace. 

1 1 .  When  insulted  or  threatened,  he  will  respond  with  violence,  if  not 
immediately,  within  a  very  short  time.  He  externalizes  his  anger 
and  is  known  to  hold  a  grudge.  ( This  person  cannot  accept  criticism. ) 

12.  He  is  a  pathological  liar;  makes  promises  he  has  no  intention  of 
keeping  and  cannot  be  relied  upon  to  keep  his  word. 

13.  Does  not  meet  his  financial  obligations. 

14.  He  feels  no  guilt  or  remorse  for  his  actions.  He  is  an  amoral 
person,  who  usually  blames  his  troubles  on  others 

15.  Chameleon  personality;  leads  a  compartmentalized  lifestyle. 

16.  He  does  not  alter  his  behavior  as  a  result  of  punishment;  fails  to 
learn  from  his  mistakes  and  will  often  repeat  the  same  offense. 
When  he  gets  caught,  he  will  say  he  is  sorry;  however,  what  he 
really  means  is  that  he  is  sorry  he  got  caught. 

17.  He  is  a  consummate  actor  who  can  play  any  role  he  desires.  He 
has  the  ability  to  go  in  and  out  of  feelings,  cry  real  tears,  evoke 
sympathy,  and  manipulate  people’s  feelings. 

18.  Has  a  history  of  physical  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  female  parent  or 
parent  figure,  which  is  important  information  for  structuring  any 
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interviews  with  this  type  of  personality.  ( This  type  may  react  to 
“ cycle  of  abuse”  syndrome  to  explain  his  crimes.) 

19.  Has  components  that  form  a  pattern  of  behaviors.  [The  triad  is 
three  significant  components  that  form  a  pattern  of  behaviors 
among  offenders  involved  in  lust  murders  and  serial  killings.  These 
activities  include  childhood  cruelty  to  animals  (for  this  type  of 
offender,  severe  cruelty  involves  sadistic  acts,  i.e.,  disemboweling 
the  family  cat),  childhood  fire  setting  (for  this  type  of  offender, 
arson  that  causes  damage),  and  childhood  bed  wetting  or  enuersis. 
These  three  factors  can  be  used  to  predict  violent  behavior,  such 
as  Antisocial  Personality  Disorder.] 

20.  High  birth  order  status,  may  be  the  first-born  son. 

21.  Inconsistent  childhood  discipline. 

22.  Father’s  work  known  to  be  stable. 

23.  This  offender  may  select  a  victim  who  resembles  a  significant 
female  in  his  life,  or  may  choose  victims  of  similar  appearance, 
occupation,  or  lifestyle. 

24.  Selects  victims  he  can  control  and  dominate',  demands  a  submissive 
victim. 

25.  Crime  scene  will  reflect  controlled  rage:  restraints  will  have  been 
used;  items  such  as  ropes,  chains,  tape,  belts,  pieces  of  the  victim’s 
clothing,  gags,  handcuffs,  or  blindfolds  may  be  evident. 

26.  Will  possess  a  “murder  kit”  that  will  consist  of  weapons  or  re¬ 
straints  brought  to  and  taken  from  the  scene. 

27.  There  will  be  evidence  of  torture,  rape,  and  aggressive  acts  prior 
to  death,  including  sexual  experimentation  with  live  victims. 

28.  Collects  “trophies”  of  his  victims  as  opposed  to  souvenirs  (which 
are  items  taken  by  the  disorganized  type  of  offender);  trophies  may 
be  in  the  form  of  costume  jewelry  or  other  personal  items  of  the 
deceased  ( organized  offender  has  been  known  to  present  such 
items  to  significant  females  in  his  life  as  a  gift,  which  actually  serves 
as  a  psychological  remembrance  of  the  event  and  provides  the 
offender  with  a  continuance  of  the  fantasy). 

29.  Follows  the  news  media;  may  keep  news  clippings  of  the  event; 
reads  the  daily  newspapers,  listens  to  the  radio,  and  watches  TV 
in  order  to  judge  the  extent  of  the  police  investigation;  concen¬ 
trates  and  focuses  on  police  statements. 

30.  May  communicate  with  authorities.  Sometimes  this  type  of  offend¬ 
er  likes  to  “bait”  the  police  with  information  or  may  communicate 
through  the  media.  This  type  of  activity  on  the  part  of  the  offender 
has  as  its  objective  the  continuation  of  the  fantasy  and  also  serves 
to  reinforce  the  offender’s  feeling  of  superiority  over  the  police. 
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This  type  of  offender  is  encouraged  by  the  apparent  inability  of 
the  police  to  solve  the  crime  and  takes  great  pleasure  in  designing 
his  communications  to  frustrate  and  confuse  the  authorities. 

It  should  be  noted  that  this  type  of  an  offender  can  be  stressed 
through  the  effective  utilization  of  proactive  techniques.  Any  sub¬ 
sequent  news  releases  by  the  agency  should  be  designed  with  this 
purpose  in  mind. 

3 1 .  This  type  of  offender  may  hang  around  establishments  frequented 
by  the  police  for  the  purposes  of  overhearing  some  shop  talk  about 
the  crime.  He  is  usually  thought  of  as  a  police  buff  or  friendly 
nuisance. 

32.  He  is  angry  or  depressed  before  the  crime. 

33.  Precipitating  situational  stressors  include  problems  with  money, 
work,  or  women  prior  to  the  crime. 

34.  May  exhibit  a  fascination  with  firearms,  guns,  explosives,  etc. 

35.  Will  transport  the  victim  or  body. 

36.  Will  usually  conceal  the  body  to  hide  it  from  authorities.  An  ex¬ 
ception  is  the  organized  offender  who  wishes  to  “make  a  state¬ 
ment”  by  blatantly  displaying  the  body  for  shock  value. 

37.  Many  times  has  a  collection  of  S&M  pornography,  and  shows  an 
avid  interest  in  torture,  sadistic  fantasies,  and  bondage  materials; 
there  is  also  research  that  indicates  a  propensity  for  detective-type 
magazines  that  describe  particularly  brutal  sex  crimes  and  the 
police  investigation  techniques.  In  some  instances,  the  crime  scene 
and  the  activities  engaged  in  by  the  offender  will  be  similar  to 
specific  sadistic  acts  as  portrayed  in  the  pornographic  materials 
collected  by  the  offender.  This  is  important  investigative  informa¬ 
tion,  especially  when  considering  the  search  warrant  application. 

38.  This  type  of  offender,  who  is  focusing  on  the  media  as  well  as 
assessing  the  police  investigation,  may  change  jobs  or  leave  town 
after  a  homicide  if  he  feels  threatened. 

39.  Known  to  involve  himself  in  the  police  investigation  by  providing 
information  to  authorities  or  participating  in  searches  for  the  body. 

40.  Remember:  The  organized  offender  plans  the  crime,  selects  the 
site,  stalks  the  victim,  and  researches  his  craft.  He  needs  to  be  in 
control,  especially  during  the  crime.  Use  this  against  him  (Ge- 
berth,  1996). 

The  Disorganized  Offender 

Age:  These  offenders  range  in  age  from  16  to  their  late  thirties.  The 
age  of  the  victim  does  not  matter  to  the  offender.  The  selected 
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victim  is  simply  a  victim  of  opportunity  who  happens  to  be  at  the 
wrong  place  at  the  wrong  time.  Research  indicates  that  many  of 
these  offenders  experience  their  acting-out  phase  between  the  ages 
of  17  and  25. 

Sex:  Male. 

Race:  Usually  the  same  race  as  the  victim.  However,  the  investigator 
should  consider  the  local  ethnic  make-up  of  the  area,  victimology, 
geography,  customs,  culture  and  other  considerations  unique  to 
the  area  of  offense,  especially  in  prostitute  murders. 

Marital  status:  Single. 

Education/intelligence  level:  High  school  dropout;  possibly  commu¬ 
nity  college;  below  average  intelligence;  considered  a  marginal 
student. 

Socioeconomic  level:  Lower  to  middle  class. 

Mental  health  history:  This  type  of  offender  may  have  some  history 
of  mental  disorders  or  may  have  been  treated  for  depression  as  an 
outpatient.  If  he  received  any  professional  help,  he  may  have  been 
classified  as  exhibiting  schizoid  behavior. 

Physical  characteristics:  The  offender  may  be  thin,  possibly  with  acne 
or  some  physical  malady  that  contributes  to  an  appearance  that  is 
different  from  the  general  population. 

Residence:  The  offender’s  residence  is  close  to  the  area  of  the  crime 
scene,  and  he  usually  lives  alone  in  a  rental  property  or  with  his 
parents  or  with  a  significantly  older  female  relative. 

Automobile:  The  offender  generally  does  not  own  a  vehicle;  how¬ 
ever,  if  he  does,  it  will  be  an  older  model  that  looks  junky  inside 
and  out.  The  investigator  should  consider  his  area  of  jurisdiction. 
If  the  area  is  rural,  expect  the  offender  to  have  an  older-type 
vehicle  with  a  messy  interior  and  that  is  not  well  maintained.  If 
the  area  is  within  an  urban  setting,  the  offender  will  probably 
not  own  a  car. 

Employment:  This  type  of  offender  may  not  be  employed.  If  he  is 
employed,  he  will  most  likely  seek  out  unskilled  work.  His  job  will 
be  a  simple  or  menial  one,  requiring  little  contact  with  the  public, 
such  as  a  dishwasher,  busboy,  janitor,  maintenance  man,  stock 
boy,  etc. 

Military  history:  Probably  none.  If  he  was  in  the  military,  it  was 
probably  in  the  Army,  and  he  may  have  been  discharged  as  un¬ 
suitable. 

Arrest  record:  This  type  of  offender  may  have  arrests  for  voyeur¬ 
ism,  fetish  thefts,  burglary,  exhibitionism,  and  other  nuisance 
offenses. 
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General  Behavior  Characteristics 

1 .  He  is  someone  who  has  a  societal  aversion  (he  rejects  society,  which 
he  feels  has  rejected  him)  and  is  considered  socially  inadequate. 

2.  A  loner,  he  becomes  secluded  and  isolated.  He  is  quiet  and  with¬ 
drawn  and  might  be  considered  a  recluse. 

3.  An  underachiever,  he  has  a  poor  self-image,  and  his  clothes  are 
dirty  and  messy. 

4.  He  has  poor  personal  hygiene  habits. 

5.  His  acquaintances  consider  him  weird  or  odd.  He  may  have  delu¬ 
sional  ideas,  and  seems  strange  in  appearance  and  behavior.  He  is 
the  “ Little  Johnny  weird”  of  the  neighborhood. 

6.  He  internalizes  hurt,  anger,  and  fear. 

7.  He  is  sexually  incompetent  and  may  never  have  had  a  sexual  ex¬ 
perience  with  someone  of  the  opposite  sex.  He  does  not  date; 
interpersonal  relationships  are  difficult  for  this  subject. 

8.  This  offender  is  heavily  into  solo  sex-related  activities  (substitute 
sex).  Voyeurism,  exhibitionism,  panty  thefts,  autoerotic  activities, 
sadistic  fantasies,  pornography,  and  masturbation  are  used  to 
compensate  for  his  lack  of  interpersonal  relationships. 

9.  He  is  nocturnal,  a  night  person. 

10.  He  has  no  close  personal  friends. 

1 1 .  This  offender  usually  lives  alone  or  with  a  significantly  older  female 
relative. 

12.  This  offender  has  a  low  birth-order  status. 

13.  His  father’s  work  was  known  to  be  unstable. 

14.  The  offender  received  harsh  discipline  as  a  child. 

15.  The  offender  displays  an  anxious  mood  during  crime. 

16.  The  offender  minimally  uses  alcohol. 

17.  The  offender  has  a  minimal  interest  in  the  news  media. 

18.  This  type  of  offender  lacks  the  cunning  of  the  organized  offender. 

19.  He  commits  the  crime  in  frenzy,  blitz-style  type  of  attack  and 
attempts  to  quickly  silence  the  victim,  usually  with  blunt- force 
trauma.  There  is  sudden  violence  to  the  victim,  and  death  follows 
quickly. 

20.  His  is  a  spontaneous  offense.  The  crime  scene  is  tightly  clustered. 
The  weapon  is  usually  one  of  opportunity.  There  usually  will  be 
evidence  found.  The  weapon  may  be  present,  and  the  body  may 
be  left  at  the  location  of  the  assault. 

2 1 .  The  crime  scene  will  be  random  and  sloppy.  There  may  be  evidence 
of  blood  smearing  on  self,  the  victim,  or  upon  surface  areas  at  the 
scene,  as  well  as  uncontrolled  stabbing  or  slashing. 
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22.  There  may  be  depersonalization  of  the  victim,  with  extreme  assault 
to  the  face. 

23.  There  may  be  postmortem  bite  marks  to  breasts,  buttocks,  neck, 
thighs,  and  abdomen. 

24.  Postmortem  dissection  of  the  body  may  be  inflicted  that  is  explor¬ 
atory  in  nature.  Investigators  may  find  mutilation  of  the  body,  and 
evidence  of  anthropophagy  (the  consumption  of  the  victim’s  flesh 
and  blood). 

25.  Sexual  acts  may  be  performed  with  the  body,  including  insertion 
of  foreign  objects  into  the  anal  or  vaginal  cavities,  masturbation 
upon  the  victim  or  her  clothing,  ejaculation  into  stab  wounds,  and 
sexual  experimentation.  Usually,  there  is  no  penis  penetration  of  the 
body  by  this  type  of  offender. 

26.  The  crime  scene  may  be  isolated,  but  there  is  no  real  effort  to  hide 
or  conceal  the  body.  The  crime  scene  will  be  in  proximity  to  the 
offender’s  residence  or  place  of  employment. 

27.  The  body  may  be  positioned  by  the  offender  for  some  symbolic 
purpose. 

28.  There  may  be  evidence  of  ritualism.  This  type  of  offender  may  be 
expressing  some  sort  of  psychosexual  need  in  the  symbolic  posi¬ 
tioning  of  the  body  or  in  some  ritualistic  aspect  of  the  crime  scene. 
Because  this  type  of  offender  is  known  to  be  extensively  involved 
in  pornography  and  solo  sex-related  activities,  it  would  be  good 
investigative  technique  to  record  this  psychological  aspect  of  the 
crime  scene.  Later,  this  information  may  serve  as  the  basis  for  a 
search  warrant  of  the  suspect’s  home. 

29.  This  type  of  offender  may  take  a  souvenir.  The  souvenir  can  be  an 
object  or  article  of  clothing  taken  as  a  remembrance.  Or,  in  some 
instances,  the  souvenir  may  even  be  a  body  part.  This  type  of  offender 
has  been  known  to  return  souvenirs  to  the  grave  site  or  the  crime  scene. 

30.  This  type  of  offender  has  been  known  to  undergo  a  significant 
behavior  change  after  the  crime  —  drug  or  alcohol  abuse,  religi¬ 
osity,  etc.  (Geberth,  1996). 

Table  13.1  and  Table  13.2  can  be  utilized  by  the  investigator  in  making 
an  assessment  relative  to  the  type  of  personality  that  may  be  involved  in 
a  particular  investigation. 

Case  History  —  A  Classic  Disorganized  Offender 

On  January  3,  the  body  of  a  30-year-old  letter  carrier  was 
found  in  her  U.S.  Postal  vehicle  in  a  church  parking  lot 
approximately  1  mile  from  her  mail  route  at  about  3:30  p.m. 
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She  reportedly  left  her  station  at  11:30  a.m.  to  deliver  mail 
along  her  route.  Because  it  was  the  first  day  after  New  Year’s 
there  was  quite  an  amount  of  additional  mail. 

The  police  were  called  to  the  church  parking  lot  by  a  custo¬ 
dian,  who  advised  them  that  the  car  was  not  in  the  parking 
lot  earlier  in  the  day.  The  police  cordoned  off  the  immediate 
area  around  the  vehicle  and  notified  detectives.  When  it  was 
determined  that  the  auto  was  a  U.S.  Post  Office  vehicle,  U.S. 
Postal  Inspectors  joined  the  local  police  in  the  investigation. 

The  Crime  Scene 

The  woman’s  body  was  in  the  back  seat  of  the  automobile. 
She  was  nude  from  the  waist  up,  and  her  blouse  covered  her 
head.  Looking  through  the  rear  window,  one  could  see  stab 
wounds  in  her  back,  a  set  of  car  keys  between  her  back  and 
the  car  seat,  and  numerous  pieces  of  bloodstained  mail  and 
advertising  circulars.  On  the  outside  of  the  auto  near  the  left 
rear  rocker  panel,  drying  blood  was  observed  along  with 
some  sort  of  vegetative  matter.  Upon  closer  examination  of 
this  area  of  the  auto,  the  police  discovered  long  blond  hairs. 
(The  victim  was  a  brunette.)  When  the  investigators  opened 
the  car  door,  they  observed  her  mail  cart  and  a  large  amount 
of  bloodstained  mail  as  well  as  additional  blood  drippings 
and  smearing  upon  the  victim’s  back.  When  they  examined 
the  trunk  area  of  the  vehicle,  the  investigators  saw  a  patent 
print  in  blood  on  the  trunk.  The  offender  apparently  left  his 
fingerprints  on  the  trunk.  The  trunk  was  opened,  and  the 
crime  scene  investigators  discovered  additional  mail,  the  vic¬ 
tim’s  shoes,  a  large  bloodstained  hunting  knife,  more  long 
blond  hairs,  a  large  leaf  from  a  philodendron  plant,  and 
additional  plant  matter  similar  to  the  materials  found  ad¬ 
hered  to  the  blood  on  the  rocker  panel.  They  also  found  a 
pair  of  woman’s  panty  hose  that  did  not  belong  to  the  victim 
(Figure  13.1  to  Figure  13.4). 

Examination  of  the  Victim’s  Body 

When  the  victim’s  body  was  examined,  the  investigators  de¬ 
termined  that  her  blood  was  smeared  on  her  back.  Her  pants 
and  shirt  were  blood  soaked;  however,  her  pants  and  panties 
remained  intact.  Although  this  case  was  considered  a  sexual 
assault,  given  the  nudity  and  the  fact  that  her  bra  was  pulled 
from  her  body,  there  was  no  sexual  penetration.  Adherent  to 
the  victim’s  back  were  additional  long  blond  hairs,  vegetative 
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Figure  13.1  Victim's  body.  View  looking  in  through  the  window.  (Courtesy  of 
The  U.S.  Postal  Inspections  Service.) 

matter,  and  blue  and  green  paint  flecks.  She  was  multiply 
stabbed  and  suffered  blunt  force  trauma  that  caused  cerebral 
hemorrhage.  It  was  the  classic  blitz  attack,  which  renders  a 
person  incapacitated.  According  to  the  medical  examiner,  the 
bloodstained  knife  recovered  from  the  trunk  of  her  postal 
vehicle  was  used  to  inflict  the  stab  wounds. 

The  Investigation 

The  investigators  immediately  considered  the  possibility  that 
she  was  attacked  while  delivering  mail  along  her  route  and 
then  brought  to  this  location  by  an  offender,  who  drove  her 
car  and  then  traveled  back  on  foot.  Also,  due  to  the  large 
amount  of  mail  found  in  her  car,  it  was  assumed  that  she 
had  not  gotten  very  far  on  her  route.  The  U.S.  Postal  Inspec¬ 
tors  and  detectives  began  to  canvass  the  area  of  her  route. 

The  canvass  was  not  too  successful,  because  most  of  the 
residents  were  at  work  or  not  at  home  in  the  morning  hours 
when  the  victim  would  have  been  delivering  mail. 

The  next  day,  the  U.S.  Postal  Inspectors  brought  in  blood¬ 
hounds  to  see  whether  the  dogs  could  pick  up  a  scent  from 
the  victims  car.  The  bloodhounds  were  scented  with  the 
leather  steering  wheel  cover  and  front  seat.  The  dogs  led  their 
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Figure  13.2  Victim's  body.  View  after  door  was  opened.  Note  the  stab  wounds 
and  victim's  bra  pulled  down.  There  is  also  a  large  amount  of  undelivered  mail 
thrown  onto  the  back  seat.  (Courtesy  of  the  U.S.  Postal  Inspections  Service.) 

handlers  directly  into  the  area  where  the  victim  was  the 
assigned  letter  carrier.  Investigators  discovered  the  murder 
scene  approximately  24  hours  later,  the  next  day,  at  16:00 
hours  on  January  4. 

The  detectives  and  agents  noticed  someone  watching  them 
from  the  window.  They  also  saw  blood  on  the  driveway. 

When  they  went  to  the  door  and  knocked,  they  saw  a  white 
male  discard  something  into  a  garbage  can  on  the  side  of 
the  house. 

Investigators  made  contact  with  the  young  man  in  the  house. 

He  was  requested  to  accompany  them  down  to  the  police 
station  for  an  interview.  He  was  agreeable  and  left  with  an 
agent  and  a  detective. 
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Figure  13.3  Undelivered  mail.  Note  the  large  amount  of  bloodstained  unde¬ 
livered  mail  in  the  trunk.  There  were  also  footwear  impressions  in  blood  on  the 
mail.  (Courtesy  of  the  U.S.  Postal  inspections  Service.)  (See  color  insert  following 
page  236.) 


Figure  13.4  Murder  weapon.  The  murder  weapon  was  discovered  in  the  trunk. 
(Courtesy  of  the  U.S.  Postal  inspections  Service.)  (See  color  insert  following  page 
236.) 
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The  mother  of  the  subject  arrived  home  shortly  thereafter 
and  inquired  what  the  police  were  doing  at  her  home.  They 
informed  her  and  asked  for  her  permission  to  check  the 
garbage  pail. 

When  they  tipped  over  the  pail,  a  bloody  pair  of  sneakers 
fell  out.  She  stated,  “Those  are  my  son’s  sneakers.”  The  au¬ 
thorities  obtained  a  search  warrant  for  the  premises. 

On  the  front  porch  was  a  large  philodendron  plant  with  a 
missing  leaf.  The  broken  leaf  and  stem  were  later  matched 
to  this  plant.  There  also  was  a  large  juniper  bush  in  front  of 
the  house,  and  later,  the  unknown  vegetative  matter  on  the 
victim’s  back  and  pants  was  matched  to  this  bush.  The  mys¬ 
tery  of  the  blue  and  green  flecks  of  paint  was  soon  solved 
when  the  investigators  noticed  that  the  Christmas  lights, 
which  were  hung  on  the  garage,  were  left  in  place  all  year 
and  had  begun  to  fleck.  The  paint  chips  had  fallen  into  a 
crack  in  the  driveway.  When  the  offender  dragged  the  wom¬ 
an’s  body  over  the  driveway,  this  trace  evidence  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  her  back  and  clothing  and  further  transferred  to 
her  car.  This  was  turning  out  to  be  a  veritable  gold  mine  of 
forensic  evidence  (Figure  13.5  to  Figure  13.7). 

The  investigators  noticed  a  strong  smell  of  cleaner  in  the 
living  room.  When  they  asked  the  mother  of  the  suspect 
about  this,  she  stated,  “Oh,  my  son  had  done  a  school  project 
and  had  gotten  something  all  over  the  carpet  so  I  cleaned  it 
up.”  She  showed  the  investigators  where  she  cleaned,  and 
they  located  the  victim’s  blood  beneath  the  carpet  leading 
up  to  the  bedroom  stairs.  The  crime  scene  detectives  also 
found  blood  on  a  living  room  curtain  and  on  the  baseboard 
by  the  front  door.  Upstairs  in  the  suspect’s  bedroom,  the 
police  found  the  sheath  for  the  murder  weapon  wrapped  in 
a  sleeping  blanket. 

The  Suspect 

The  suspect  was  an  18-year-old  high  school  dropout  pres¬ 
ently  enrolled  in  a  community  college.  He  lived  at  home  with 
his  mother  but  reportedly  was  a  loner  and  known  drug  abus¬ 
er.  Classmates  described  him  as  weird  and  argumentative.  At 
one  point,  he  lived  in  a  tent  behind  the  family  house  for  6 
months,  and  his  mother  would  bring  him  his  food.  He  was 
involved  in  solo  sex-related  activities  with  his  dog  and  was 
a  suspected  fetish  burglar.  It  was  learned  that  during  a  prior 
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Figure  13.5  Front  entrance.  There  was  a  large  philodendron  plant  with  a  miss¬ 
ing  leaf  at  the  front  entrance  of  the  suspect's  house.  (Courtesy  of  the  U.S.  Postal 
Inspections  Service.) 

psychiatric  examination,  he  revealed  his  sadistic  fantasies  to 
the  doctor. 

The  Confession 

The  suspect  admitted  laying  in  wait  for  the  female  letter 
carrier,  whom  he  wanted  to  rape  after  getting  her  into  his 
room.  After  he  attacked  her,  he  realized  she  was  too  bloody 
and  had  to  get  rid  of  the  body.  He  then  drove  her  body  to 
the  parking  lot.  He  went  home  to  clean  up  the  mess  and 
thought  that  he  had  gotten  away  with  her  murder. 

This  woman  delivered  mail  every  day  to  this  house  without 
incident.  Suddenly,  without  warning,  an  occupant  of  the 
house  decided  to  act  out  a  sexual  fantasy  on  this  victim  of 
opportunity  There  was  no  plan  to  this  event  other  than  her 
availability  It  was  a  spontaneous  offense.  The  female  carrier 
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Figure  13.6  Missing  leaf.  Note  the  broken  stem  with  the  missing  leaf.  This 
was  fracture  matched  to  the  philodendron  leaf  recovered  in  the  trunk  of  the 
victim's  Postal  vehicle.  (Courtesy  of  the  U.S.  Postal  Inspections  Service.) 


Figure  13.7  Leaf  found  in  trunk.  This  philodendron  leaf  was  matched  to  the 
plant  at  the  suspect's  home.  There  was  also  an  abundance  of  other  physical  and 
trace  evidence  linking  the  suspect  to  this  crime.  (Courtesy  of  the  U.S.  Postal 
Inspections  Service.) 
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was  a  victim  of  opportunity.  There  was  no  conversation, 
because  he  attacked  her  in  a  blitz  style  with  a  baseball  bat  to 
the  head  and  then  started  stabbing  into  her  body.  He  intend¬ 
ed  to  take  her  to  his  room  for  sexual  purposes,  but  there  was 
blood  all  over  the  place.  When  he  tried  to  get  rid  of  the  body, 
he  left  further  evidence  at  the  disposal  site  as  well  as  his 
home.  He  depersonalized  her  by  covering  her  head  with  her 
uniform  blouse  and  exposing  her  breasts.  Her  body  was  left 
in  her  vehicle  in  open  view,  and  the  murder  weapon  was  left 
in  the  trunk  of  the  car.  He  left  an  abundance  of  evidence 
with  the  body  at  the  crime  scene,  and  authorities  were  pro¬ 
vided  with  an  abundance  of  evidence  at  his  home.  This  was 
a  classic  disorganized  event  (Author’s  files). 

Case  History  —  A  Classic  Organized  Offender 

Michael  Ross  was  a  serial  killer  operating  in  the  northern 
Connecticut  area.  He  was  the  classic  organized  offender.  He 
was  a  model  student  in  high  school  and  was  a  graduate  of 
Cornell  University  in  New  York  State.  At  the  time  of  his 
arrest,  he  was  working  as  an  insurance  salesman  and  traveled 
his  route  in  a  blue  Toyota.  He  killed  a  total  of  six  young 
women,  mostly  teenagers,  over  a  period  of  2  years.  He  was 
extremely  effective  in  avoiding  apprehension,  and  the  au¬ 
thorities  did  not  even  realize  a  serial  killer  was  responsible 
for  the  deaths.  In  fact,  there  was  hardly  any  physical  evidence 
in  this  case  except  for  the  recovered  bodies. 

The  Victims 

His  first  victim  was  a  17-year-old  named  Tammy.  He  stalked 
her  as  she  walked  across  a  field.  He  confronted  her  in  a 
wooded  area,  where  he  raped  her  and  strangled  her  to  death 
when  she  told  him  that  she  recognized  him.  After  he  killed 
her,  he  took  her  body  to  a  swamp,  where  he  covered  her  with 
swamp  grass  and  other  materials.  She  was  reported  missing, 
and  although  a  number  of  searchers  walked  through  this 
area,  her  body  was  not  found.  Her  body  was  not  recovered 
until  Ross  directed  authorities  to  the  swamp  area  where  he 
buried  her. 

His  second  victim  was  a  26-year-old  named  Debbie.  Ross 
spotted  her  walking  along  the  road  and  offered  her  a  ride. 
Ross  drove  Debbie  to  a  secluded  area,  where  he  raped  and 
strangled  her  to  death.  He  then  transported  her  to  a  wood¬ 
ed  area.  Debbie  and  her  husband  were  arguing  earlier  in 
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the  evening,  and  Debbie  was  walking  home.  When  her 
husband  reported  her  missing,  he  initially  became  a  sus¬ 
pect.  Her  body  was  not  discovered  for  4  months,  until  the 
Fall,  when  her  skeletonized  remains  were  discovered  by 
some  deer  hunters. 

His  third  victim  was  a  19-year-old  named  Robin.  Her  par¬ 
tially  clothed  body  was  found  under  a  pile  of  leaves  by  a 
jogger  on  November  23.  Robin  also  was  raped  and  strangled 
to  death.  Ross  spotted  Robin  walking  along  Route  32  in  New 
London.  He  parked  his  car  and  attempted  to  engage  her  in 
conversation.  When  she  began  to  walk  away,  Ross  grabbed 
her  and  dragged  her  into  the  bushes,  where  her  body  was 
later  discovered.  Initially,  when  her  body  was  discovered,  the 
police  thought  that  her  murder  may  have  been  related  to  her 
occupation  in  a  telephone  sex-talk  business  featuring  erotic 
conversations  with  women. 

His  fourth  and  fifth  victims  were  two  teenagers  who  disap¬ 
peared  on  Easter  Sunday.  April,  15  years  old,  and  Leslie,  14 
years  old,  decided  to  go  hitchhiking  to  a  store  when  Ross 
offered  them  a  ride.  He  overpowered  the  two  girls  and  took 
them  to  an  area  called  Beach  Pond.  He  ordered  April  to 
remove  her  jeans,  and  he  cut  the  jeans  into  strips.  He  tied 
them  both  with  strips  of  the  jeans  and  other  clothing.  He 
left  Leslie  in  the  car  and  took  April  into  the  woods  where 
he  raped  her.  During  this  time,  April  told  him  that  her  uncle 
was  a  cop  and  that  he  was  in  trouble.  He  strangled  April  to 
death  and  then  went  back  to  the  car.  He  took  Leslie  from 
the  car  and  told  her  he  was  just  going  to  leave  her  with 
April.  He  then  had  her  lie  on  her  stomach  and  he  strangled 
her  to  death.  He  transported  their  bodies  to  a  rural  area  on 
the  border  of  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut.  He  placed 
them  in  a  culvert  and  covered  their  bodies  with  brush  and 
branches. 

Modus  Operandi 

He  followed  the  same  MO  in  each  of  the  cases.  He  would 
cruise  around  in  his  car  looking  for  a  victim  walking  by 
herself  along  the  road  in  a  rural  area.  He  would  park  his  car, 
get  out,  and  attempt  to  engage  the  women  in  conversation. 
When  he  saw  an  opportunity,  he  would  suddenly  grab  them 
and  drag  them  into  the  woods  or  the  brush,  where  he  would 
rape  them.  After  the  rape,  Ross  would  tell  his  victims  that 
he  was  going  to  let  them  go  after  he  tied  them  up.  Ross  would 
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Figure  13.8  Victim  #2.  The  offender  transported  his  victim's  body  to  this 
wooded  area  where  deer  hunters  discovered  it.  Note  that  the  body  is  in  a  face¬ 
down  position.  (Courtesy  of  Major  Frank  Griffin,  Connecticut  State  Police.) 

instruct  the  victim,  “Lie  on  your  belly,”  or  “Roll  over  on  your 
belly.”  He  would  then  sit  on  their  backs  and  strangle  them 
(Figure  13.8  and  Figure  13.9). 

A  Missing  Person’s  Case 

He  was  finally  identified  and  apprehended  in  connection 
with  the  murder  of  a  17-year-old  named  “Wendy”  On  June 
13,  Wendy  was  reported  missing  by  her  parents.  A  Missing 
Persons  case  was  initiated  by  the  Connecticut  State  Police. 

Witnesses  reported  seeing  the  victim  walking  along  a  road. 

Other  witnesses  saw  the  victim  arguing  with  a  stranger.  The 
witnesses  described  the  same  unknown  white  male  as  being 
with  the  victim  the  afternoon  of  her  disappearance.  Another 
witness  told  police  that  he  saw  this  same  subject  park  his 
blue  auto  on  the  side  of  the  road.  The  police  search  resulted 
in  locating  Wendy’s  buried  body,  which  had  been  secreted 
in  a  rock  wall  near  where  she  was  last  seen.  This  was  on  June 
15  (Figure  13.10  and  Figure  13.11). 

An  Attempt 

Ironically,  in  the  early  morning  hours  of  June  15,  the  same 
day  that  Wendy’s  body  was  discovered,  a  woman  made  a 
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Figure  13.9  Victim  #2.  The  offender  left  this  victim's  body  secreted  under  a 
bush  and  covered  it  with  leaves.  He  planned  on  going  back  to  better  conceal  it; 
however,  the  body  was  discovered.  Note  that  the  body  is  in  a  face-down  position. 
(Courtesy  of  Major  Frank  Griffin,  Connecticut  State  Police.) 

complaint  of  having  been  followed  by  a  stranger  in  a  blue 
vehicle.  The  man  she  described  matched  the  description  of 
the  unknown  male  in  the  Missing  Person’s  case.  When  the 
woman  screamed  and  attempted  to  get  the  license  plate  num¬ 
ber,  the  driver  backed  up  rapidly  and  smashed  his  taillight 
on  another  vehicle. 

The  Suspect 

Trooper-Investigators  Mike  Malchik  and  Frank  Griffen,  who 
were  assigned  to  the  Missing  Person’s  case  and  murder  in¬ 
vestigation,  thought  that  these  incidents  might  be  related 
and  began  checking  all  blue  Toyotas.  The  troopers  routinely 
picked  up  Michael  Ross  for  an  interview  because  he  owned 
a  blue  Toyota.  But,  as  they  were  talking  to  him,  they  began 
to  notice  that  his  mannerisms  were  not  in  sync  with  the 
questioning.  It  was  the  professional  interrogation  of  Michael 
Ross  that  led  to  his  arrest  and  subsequent  convictions  for  the 
brutal  murders  of  six  persons  (Author’s  files). 

Ross  planned  his  sexual  assaults  and  murders.  He  attempted 
to  engage  them  in  conversation  and  personalized  his  victims. 

The  crime  scenes  were  neat  and  orderly,  and  in  most  instan- 
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Figure  13.10  Body  buried  in  rock  wall.  The  offender  buried  his  victim's  body 
in  this  farm  wall  to  prevent  it  from  being  discovered.  However,  the  police  were 
searching  this  area  with  cadaver  dogs  after  a  witness  reported  seeing  the  victim 
in  this  vicinity.  (Courtesy  of  Major  Frank  Griffin,  Connecticut  State  Police.) 

ces,  he  was  able  to  effectively  secret  the  bodies  so  that  they 
would  not  be  immediately  found.  In  some  instances,  he 
transported  the  bodies  to  an  area  far  from  his  work  or  resi¬ 
dence.  He  was  a  classic  organized  offender. 

Investigative  Analysis  and  Evaluation  of  Signature  on  Cold  Case 
Investigations  —  A  Serial  Murder 

On  July  17,  1990,  at  approximately  9:38  a.m.,  the  body  of  a 
25-year-old  white  female  was  found  approximately  20  feet 
off  a  walking  path  approximately  50  feet  from  the  rear  exit 
of  the  building  where  she  lived  in  Tuckahoe,  NY.  The 
Westchester  County  Police  and  Crime  Scene  unit  responded 
to  the  call. 

The  Crime  Scene 

The  victim  was  laying  on  her  back  with  her  left  arm  extended 
over  her  face  and  eyes  and  her  elbow  pointing  up.  She  was 
wearing  a  blue  dress  that  was  raised  to  just  below  the  but¬ 
tocks  level,  and  her  panty  hose  were  removed  and  turned 
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Figure  13.11  Body  recovered.  This  photo  shows  the  body  when  it  was  recov¬ 
ered  from  the  rock  wall.  (Courtesy  of  Major  Frank  Griffin,  Connecticut  State 
Police.) 
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inside  out.  These  were  located  opposite  her  feet.  The  victim’s 
panties  were  not  at  the  scene. 

The  apparent  cause  of  death  was  a  single  shotgun  blast  that 
entered  through  the  back  of  the  victim’s  head  about  mid¬ 
line  and  exited  through  the  mid-right-side  of  her  face.  The 
victim  was  apparently  on  her  back  with  her  head  turned  to 
her  right  when  the  shot  was  fired.  Brain  and  skull  fragments 
outlined  the  bullet  exit  path.  A  12-gauge  wadding  was  locat¬ 
ed  along  this  path.  The  slug  was  later  identified  as  a  “Sabot” 
round  that  was  not  common  at  that  time.  The  victim’s  shoes 
were  located  on  the  path  edge  and  were  against  a  large  tree. 
It  appeared  that  she  stepped  out  of  her  shoes  the  way  a 
woman  does  when  she  takes  them  off.  A  wet  stain  was  located 
on  her  dress  under  her  buttocks,  and  there  was  trauma  to 
the  victim’s  anus. 

There  were  leaves,  sticks,  and  other  vegetable  material  ad¬ 
hered  to  the  victim’s  buttocks  under  her  dress,  indicating 
that  the  attacker  lowered  the  dress  after  the  rape/sodomy 
and  murder.  Additionally,  the  dress  was  “smoothed  down,” 
and  the  victim’s  arm  was  possibly  placed  over  her  eyes  (Fig¬ 
ure  13.12). 


Figure  13.12  Serial  murder  Victim  #3.  This  reopened  case  was  the  catalyst  for 
a  successful  investigation  of  a  serial  killer.  (Courtesy  of  Lieutenant  Chris  Calla- 
brese,  Westchester  County  Police.) 
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The  victim,  named  Lisa,  was  apparently  dressed  for  work 
and  on  time  to  catch  the  train  at  the  Crestwood  station, 
approximately  lli  mile  away  on  the  Bronx  River  Parkway  bike 
path.  The  walking  path  from  the  apartment  building  and  the 
bike  path  are  very  busy  with  commuters  from  0600  through 
0830.  In  spite  of  that  fact,  canvass  revealed  only  one  possible 
witness.  A  doctor  who  was  jogging  approximately  lls  of  a 
mile  south  of  the  murder  site  heard  what  he  believed  to  be 
a  shot  and  then  observed  a  6-foot-tall  black  male,  medium 
build,  with  a  “flat  top”  haircut  running  in  the  opposite  di¬ 
rection  holding  something  in  front  of  him.  He  did  not  see 
the  suspect’s  face.  Missing  from  the  victim’s  dufflebag  was 
her  maroon  color  snap-together  wallet  containing  her  li¬ 
cense,  credit  cards,  and  cash,  etc. 

Victimology 

The  victim  lived  at  a  Tuckahoe  address  with  her  boyfriend. 
However,  she  was  in  the  process  of  breaking  up  with  him. 
She  was  also  seeing  another  male  romantically  at  the  same 
time.  Her  current  boyfriend  was  working  at  AT&T  giving  a 
presentation  at  the  time  of  the  murder.  The  second  male  did 
not  appear  to  have  an  alibi.  However,  both  were  eliminated 
via  RFLP  DNA  testing. 

Additional  Information 

On  luly  18,  1990,  a  Visa  credit  card  belonging  to  the  victim 
was  recovered  on  Fenton  Avenue  in  the  Bronx.  The  finder 
called  the  bank,  which  instructed  her  to  cut  up  the  card  and 
discard  it  in  the  trash.  However,  that  same  person,  having 
heard  the  news  report  of  the  murder,  recognized  the  victim’s 
name  on  the  Visa  card.  She  gave  the  Visa  card  to  Bronx  Patrol 
Officers  who  provided  it  to  the  Westchester  County  detec¬ 
tives.  Processing  proved  negative  for  suspect  prints.  The  in¬ 
vestigation  was  stalled. 

Cold  Case  Investigation  —  Westchester  County  Police 

In  1996,  the  Westchester  County  Police  Major  Case  Squad, 
under  the  supervision  of  Lieutenant  Chris  Callabrese,  re¬ 
opened  the  1990  murder  as  a  cold  case.  During  the  cold  case 
investigation,  numerous  persons  were  eliminated  as  suspects 
via  DNA  testing. 


710 


Sex-Related  Homicide  and  Death  Investigation 


An  analysis  of  crimes  committed  during  the  murder  time 
period  indicated  that  a  Corvette  was  carjacked  by  two  black 
males  displaying  a  shotgun  in  Yonkers,  NY,  on  July  17, 1990, 
the  same  day,  within  hours  of  the  homicide.  It  should  be 
noted  that  Yonkers  is  in  close  proximity  to  the  City  of 
Tuckahoe. 

A  suspect  was  arrested  and  charged  with  robbery  first  de¬ 
gree  in  that  case.  Further  investigation  revealed  that  charges 
were  dropped  against  this  suspect  due  to  a  bad  identifica¬ 
tion.  The  complainants  in  the  robbery  case  identified  this 
suspect,  a  black  male,  from  a  photo  book,  as  the  person 
with  the  shotgun. 

On  July  20, 1990,  two  black  males  were  arrested  while  driving 
the  stolen  Corvette.  The  complainants  in  the  above  cases 
were  shown  two  photo  arrays.  One  set  of  photos  was  dis¬ 
played  for  the  robbery  case.  The  other  two  arrays  contained 
photos  of  two  males  arrested  in  the  stolen  vehicle.  The  com¬ 
plainants  could  not  make  a  positive  identification. 

However,  when  the  assigned  detectives  pointed  out  which 
two  were  arrested  in  the  stolen  car,  the  complainants  stated 
that  those  individuals  were  the  two  that  robbed  them  on  July 
17,  1990.  The  two  persons  arrested  were  Patrick  Baxter  and 
another  black  male  ( name  withheld)  of  the  Bronx.  The  char¬ 
ges  were  dropped  against  the  suspects,  and  no  additional 
charges  were  filed. 

A  physical  comparison  between  the  first  suspect  arrested  and 
Patrick  Baxter  was  uncanny.  They  were  almost  twins  but  not 
related.  The  complainant  was  reinterviewed  and  insisted  that 
Baxter  and  the  other  male  robbed  him  and  that  Baxter  had 
the  shotgun.  However,  because  of  the  tainted  identification, 
they  were  not  charged. 

Cold  Case  Investigation  —  Yonkers  Police 

In  1996,  City  of  Yonkers  Detective  Sergeant  John  D’Alessan- 
dro  and  his  partner  Detective  Joe  Pietropauolo  reopened  a 
1987  rape-murder  involving  a  14-year-old  girl  named 
Michelle.  She  was  killed  in  a  wooded  area  near  an  aqueduct. 
She  was  on  her  way  home  after  picking  up  groceries  for  her 
family.  A  review  of  the  crime  scene  indicated  that  Michelle 
apparently  redressed  herself  hurriedly  after  the  assault.  This 
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Figure  13.13  Serial  murder  Victim  #2.  This  case  was  originally  classified  as 
undetermined  until  new  evidence  was  uncovered  in  the  cold  case  investigations 
by  Yonkers  and  Westchester  County  Police.  (Courtesy  of  Detective  Sargeant 
fohn  D'Alessandro,  Yonkers,  NY  Police  Department.) 

was  determined  because  her  sweater  was  inside  out  and  she 
had  not  fastened  her  pants  when  she  was  killed.  Observable 
biological  evidence  at  the  time  was  limited  to  one  very  small 
spot  on  the  victim’s  tee-shirt.  DNA  testing  procedures  avail¬ 
able  at  that  time  would  have  utilized  the  entire  sample  with 
a  low  probability  of  a  positive  result  (Figure  13.13). 

Later  during  the  cold  case  investigation,  Sergeant  D’Alessan- 
dro  requested  a  reanalysis  of  the  victim’s  clothing.  Through 
the  use  of  an  alternate  light  source,  additional  DNA  was 
obtained  for  further  testing.  The  detectives  learned  that 
there  was  a  witness  at  the  time,  who  described  a  black  male, 
who  was  observed  exiting  the  general  area  of  the  aqueduct 
with  twigs  and  leaves  clinging  to  his  clothing.  Further  in¬ 
quiries  by  Yonkers’  detectives  uncovered  additional  informa¬ 
tion  and  a  possible  suspect  identified  as  a  black  male  named 
Patrick  Baxter.  A  male  whose  name  kept  coming  up  in  the 
investigation. 

Detectives  ascertained  from  a  criminal  history  on  Baxter  that 
he  was  charged  with  oral  sodomy  and  the  attempted  rape  of 
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an  8-year-old  girl  who  lived  in  his  building  in  Yonkers.  He 
was  a  juvenile  at  the  time  of  this  event  and  was  tried  and 
convicted  in  Family  Court  after  the  8-year-old  girl  positively 
identified  him.  He  was  sentenced  to  3  years  in  a  secure  facility 
of  the  New  York  State  Division  for  Youth,  which  was  the 
maximum  sentence  allowable  under  New  York  State  law. 

Shortly  after  Baxter  was  released  from  the  New  York  State 
Division  for  Youth,  Michelle,  a  young  girl  from  his  neigh¬ 
borhood,  was  raped  and  murdered.  The  sexual  acts  commit¬ 
ted  were  strikingly  similar  to  the  sexual  attack  on  the  8-year- 
old.  This  time,  however,  the  victim  was  not  left  alive  to 
identify  or  testify  against  him. 

The  Yonkers  detectives  contacted  the  Westchester  County 
Lab  to  ascertain  if  there  was  any  biological  evidence  from 
that  past  rape.  Although  there  were  no  biological  materials 
available,  they  were  informed  by  laboratory  specialist,  Mary 
Eustice,  that  she  had  just  received  a  similar  inquiry  from 
Russell  Lowenstein  from  the  Westchester  County  Police. 
Westchester  County  had  done  a  crime  analysis  and  came  up 
with  the  shotgun  robbery  and  Baxter’s  arrest.  Detective  Lo¬ 
wenstein  was  inquiring  about  DNA  for  a  black  male  named 
Patrick  Baxter. 

In  1997,  Westchester  County  Major  Case  Squad  detectives 
met  with  Yonkers  detectives  to  compare  cases.  The  Yonkers 
detectives  advised  the  county  police  that  Baxter  was  a  prime 
suspect  in  the  June,  1987  murder  and  rape  of  a  14-year-old 
girl  named  Michelle.  Westchester  County  detectives  were 
looking  at  Baxter  as  a  prime  suspect  in  the  July,  1990  rape- 
murder  of  the  young  woman  in  Tuckahoe.  The  two  agencies 
agreed  to  pool  their  resources  and  focus  on  Patrick  Baxter. 
Both  agencies  wanted  to  compare  the  DNA  from  Yonkers  to 
the  DNA  retrieved  from  the  Tuckahoe  case. 

DNA 

After  a  conference  with  Ted  Pool  of  the  Westchester  County 
Laboratory,  both  agencies  agreed  that  rather  than  risk  elim¬ 
ination  of  the  only  biological  evidence  available,  the  inves¬ 
tigators  would  wait  for  the  lab  to  come  online  with  the  newer 
PCR  STR  DNA  testing  that  could  use  the  minute  sample  and 
give  a  positive  result  with  high  probability.  Baxter  refused  to 
cooperate  in  any  way  in  this  investigation. 
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2000 

The  Westchester  County  Lab  was  now  utilizing  the  new  PCR 
STR  DNA  testing  procedure.  Westchester  County  Major  Case 
detectives  and  Yonkers  Police  requested  that  the  laboratory 
retest  the  samples  from  the  1990  Tuckahoe  case  using  the 
new  PCR  STR  DNA  format  and  compare  that  result  against 
the  minute  sample  from  the  Yonkers  homicide  involving  the 
14-year-old  victim. 

Investigation  Continues 

In  Spring,  2000,  Yonkers  Detectives  D’Alessandro  and  Joe 
Pietropauolo  located  an  additional  witness,  who  could  place 
Baxter  at  the  aqueduct  in  Yonkers  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Tuckahoe  murder.  D’Alessandro  and  Pietropauolo  were  in¬ 
terviewing  a  friend  of  Baxter.  When  they  informed  the  wit¬ 
ness  that  they  were  there  to  talk  about  Baxter’s  involvement 
in  a  homicide,  the  witness  stated,  “Do  you  mean  Patricia?” 

The  detectives  inadvertently  stumbled  onto  another  homi¬ 
cide.  The  victim  in  this  case  was  a  19-year-old  female,  named 
Patricia,  who  was  found  partially  unclothed  in  a  wooded  area 
in  Greenburgh,  NY,  in  February,  1987.  Semen  was  recovered 
from  the  victim’s  mouth,  anus,  and  vagina.  The  death,  al¬ 
though  suspicious,  was  ruled  undetermined  (Figure  13.14). 

The  Yonkers  detectives  immediately  contacted  the  Town  of 
Greenburgh  detectives  and  notified  Westchester  County  de¬ 
tectives  of  this  new  development.  The  witness  provided  in¬ 
formation  that  Patrick  Baxter  was  one  of  the  last  persons 
seen  with  the  deceased  before  she  was  found  dead. 

In  March,  2000,  the  Westchester  County  Lab  matched  the 
DNA  suspect  profile  from  the  Tuckahoe  case  with  the  sus¬ 
pect  DNA  profile  from  the  Yonkers  case.  The  investigators 
from  the  Westchester  County  Major  Case  department  and 
Yonkers  began  court  application  for  a  court  order  to  draw 
blood  from  Baxter,  who  was  serving  time  on  a  nonmandated 
felony  in  NYS  corrections. 

The  Westchester  County  laboratory  then  advised  county  po¬ 
lice  that  they  had  an  additional  DNA  suspect  profile  that 
matched  a  suspicious  death  in  the  Town  of  Greenburgh, 
which  is  also  in  Westchester  County.  The  Westchester  County 


714 


Sex-Related  Homicide  and  Death  Investigation 


Figure  13.14  Serial  murder  Victim  #1.  This  was  the  first  victim  killed  by  the 
offender.  This  case  was  reopened  as  a  cold  case  investigation  by  City  of  Yonkers 
detectives.  The  County  detectives  and  Yonkers  police  combined  their  investiga¬ 
tions  and  focused  on  the  serial  murder  case.  (Courtesy  of  Detective  Sargeant  John 
D'Allessandro,  Yonkers,  NY  Police  Department.) 

Assistant  Medical  Examiner  reclassified  the  suspicious  death 
a  homicide. 


In  the  interim,  Westchester  County  Major  Case  detectives 
and  Yonkers  detectives  located  Baxter’s  cousin,  who  was  re¬ 
siding  in  South  Carolina.  Although  the  cousin  was  involved 
in  the  carjacking  incident  with  Baxter,  he  had  since  changed 
his  life  around.  He  joined  the  service  and  now  had  a  family. 
He  provided  further  crucial  information  in  this  serial  murder 
case.  The  interview  of  this  person  revealed  that  on  the  day 
of  the  murder  in  1990,  Baxter  had  a  shotgun  in  his  possession 
and  a  women’s  maroon-colored  wallet.  Baxter  made  state¬ 
ments  to  this  witness  about  robbing  some  lady  and  having 
to  fire  the  shotgun  into  the  air  to  scare  her. 


On  June  9,  2000,  County  Judge  Rosato  signed  an  order  for 
Baxter’s  blood.  Baxter  refused  to  comply  and  stated,  “You 
fucks  will  never  get  my  blood.” 
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On  June  22, 2000,  Judge  Rosato  signed  a  Force  Order.  Baxter 
had  to  be  restrained  in  a  chair  with  his  hands  behind  his 
back.  When  his  finger  was  pricked,  he  kept  trying  to  keep 
the  blood  from  being  collected  by  using  his  adjacent  fingers 
to  wipe  the  drops  away.  Eventually,  one  drop  was  successfully 
transferred  to  the  cotton  swab. 

In  July,  2000,  Baxter’s  DNA  profile  was  matched  to  the  three 
murder  victims’  DNA  Suspect  Profile.  Baxter  was  indicted 
and  charged  with  multiple  counts  of  murder  as  well  as  rape, 
sodomy,  and  robbery  charges. 

In  2002,  Baxter  was  tried  before  a  jury  and  convicted  on  all 
counts  and  was  sentenced  to  the  maximum  sentence  of  75 
years  to  life. 
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Criminal  Personality  Profiling  —  The  Signature  Aspect  in 
Criminal  Investigation 

As  stated  in  Geberth  (1996): 

The  signature  aspect  of  a  violent  criminal  offender  is 
a  unique  and  integral  part  of  the  offender’s  behavior. 

This  signature  component  refers  to  psychodynamics, 
which  are  the  mental  and  emotional  processes  under¬ 
lying  human  behavior  and  its  motivation,  (p.  756) 

Essentially,  our  human  sexuality  is  established  during  our  psychosex- 
ual  development  through  conditioning  and  experience.  Sexual  behaviors, 
healthy  and  unhealthy,  are  learned  behaviors  in  which  the  individual 
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develops  a  perception  of  what  is  sexually  stimulating  and  satisfying  (see 
Chapter  1). 

Clinical  Perspective 

Clinically  speaking,  there  is  a  behavioral  distinctiveness  in  human  sexu¬ 
ality.  This  unique  aspect  of  our  sexual  arousal  and  response  system 
accounts  for  why  individuals  differ  in  their  sexual  behaviors  and  engage 
in  a  specific  series  of  behavioral  patterns. 

In  sex-related  criminal  incidents,  the  offender  is  often  subcon¬ 
sciously  acting  out  a  sexually  significant  behavioral  pattern  that  reflects 
the  underlying  personality,  lifestyle,  and  developmental  experiences  of 
the  offender. 

Money  (1986)  refers  to  the  “lovemap”  as  “a  developmental  represen¬ 
tation  or  template  in  the  mind  and  in  the  brain  depicting  the  idealized 
lover  and  the  idealized  program  of  sexuoerotic  activity  projected  in  imag¬ 
ery  or  actually  engaged  in  with  that  lover”  (p.  290).  These  behavioral 
patterns  are  related  to  the  natural  human  development  of  the  individual 
and  are  influenced  by  biological  aspects  as  well  as  the  environment  — 
nature  and  nurture.  According  to  Money: 

Like  a  native  language,  a  persons  lovemap  also  bears 
the  mark  of  his  own  unique  individuality,  or  accent... 
it’s  usually  quite  specific  as  to  details  of  the  physiogno¬ 
my,  build,  race,  color  of  the  ideal  lover,  not  to  mention 
temperament,  manner,  and  so  on.  (p.  19) 

The  lovemaps  may  be  extremely  detailed  in  specifying  certain  char¬ 
acteristics  that  take  precedence  over  others,  such  as  an  attraction  to  thighs, 
buttocks,  bosom,  torso,  face,  teeth,  eye  color,  hair,  skin,  weight,  height, 
and  so  on  (Money,  1986). 

Sexual  deviation  occurs  when  these  lovemap  patterns  become  derailed. 
Child  molesters,  rapists,  deviant  murderers,  and  others  with  peculiar  erotic 
interests  are  examples  of  this  phenomenon.  The  formulation  of  sexual 
deviance  can  usually  be  traced  to  aberrant  erotic  development;  for  exam¬ 
ple,  strict  antisexual  upbringing,  sexual  abuse  of  a  child  between  the  ages 
of  5  and  8  by  the  primary  caregiver,  overexposure  to  sexually  stimulating 
behaviors,  or  inappropriate  and  pathological  family  dynamics. 

According  to  Money  (1986): 

Paraphilias  are  a  mental  template  or  lovemap  that  in 
response  to  neglect,  suppression,  or  traumatization  of 
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its  normophilic  formation,  has  developed  with  distor¬ 
tions,  namely  omisions,  displacements,  and  inclusions 
that  would  otherwise  have  no  place  in  it.  A  paraphilia 
permits  sexuoerotic  arousal,  genital  performance,  and 
orgasm  to  take  place,  but  only  under  the  aegis,  in  fan¬ 
tasy  or  live  performance,  of  the  special  substitute  im¬ 
agery  of  the  paraphilia.  (p.  39) 

These  derailed  lovemaps  are  the  precursor  for  sexual  deviance,  and 
in  the  case  of  the  serial  killer,  are  the  “game  plan”  for  murder. 

Human  behavior,  although  unpredictable,  is  often  repetitive. 
Research  indicates  that  certain  actions  engaged  in  at  the  homicide  crime 
scene  by  certain  types  of  personalities  repeat  themselves  in  other  homi¬ 
cide  investigations.  The  homicide  detective  who  has  enhanced  his  expe¬ 
rience  with  comprehension  of  the  psychodynamics  of  human  behavior 
will  be  able  to  develop  a  base  of  knowledge  that  can  be  applied  to  the 
review  of  similar  cases. 

Investigative  Perspective 

From  an  investigative  perspective,  it  is  important  to  note  that  an  offender’s 
MO  or  “method  of  doing  things”  is  a  learned  behavior  and  tends  to  remain 
consistent.  However,  these  types  of  behaviors  are  developed  over  time  and 
change  as  offenders  gain  experience,  build  confidence,  or  become  involved 
with  the  criminal  justice  system.  The  signature  component  may  also 
change  to  some  degree;  however,  the  change  usually  involves  a  progression 
of  violence  and  sexual  mutilation,  which  is  consistent  with  the  paraphilia 
sexual  sadism  seen  in  lust  murders. 

The  modus  operandi  involves  actions  necessary  to  accomplish  the 
activity,  while  the  signature  aspect  represents  the  underlying  emotional 
needs  of  the  offender.  These  “needs,”  or  as  Money  (1986)  would  refer  to 
them,  “lovemaps,”  usually  present  as  behaviors  and  actions  that  go  beyond 
those  necessary  to  accomplish  the  crime.  When  dealing  with  an  offender 
who  is  a  sexual  sadist,  one  can  expect  to  see  a  progression  of  violence  as 
the  series  evolves.  Understanding  and  recognizing  the  modus  operandi 
and  the  signature  aspect  of  the  event  can  enable  the  professional  investi¬ 
gator  to  link  events  in  a  series. 

Linkage  Blindness 

“Linkage  blindness  is  defined  as  an  investigative  failure  to  recognize  a 
pattern  that  “links”  one  crime  with  another  crime  in  a  series  of  cases 
through  victimology,  geographic  region  or  area  of  events,  the  signature 
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LINKAGE 


Figure  13.15  Linkage.  (From  Lee,  H.,  Crime  Scene  Investigation,  Central 
Police  University  Press,  Taiwan,  1994,  p.  80.  With  permission.) 

of  the  offender,  similar  MO,  and  a  review  of  autopsy  protocols”  (Geberth, 
1996,  p.  758). 

The  Henry  Louis  Wallace  Serial  Murder  Case 

One  of  the  most  glaring  examples  of  “linkage  blindness”  that 
I  have  reviewed  was  the  serial  murder  case  in  Charlotte,  NC 
involving  Henry  Louis  Wallace,  a  black  male,  28  years  old. 

Wallace  was  responsible  for  the  sex-related  murders  of  10 
young  black  females  in  Charlotte,  NC  in  less  than  2  years. 

These  murders  occurred  between  May,  1992  and  March, 

1994.  Most  of  the  victims  were  middle-class  young  women 
with  families  residing  in  the  downtown  Charlotte  area.  The 
cases  were  not  linked  until  March  of  1994,  when  Wallace 
confessed  to  the  murders. 

Wallace  was  born  in  South  Carolina.  He  had  a  criminal  back¬ 
ground  with  repeated  acts  involving  burglary,  larceny,  and 
rape.  Incidently,  he  was  the  primary  suspect  in  a  South  Caro¬ 
lina  murder  that  occurred  on  April  1,  1990.  He  also  was 
charged  with  an  attempted  rape  in  South  Carolina.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  he  kidnapped  and  raped  a  17-year-old  female  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  25,  1992.  Wallace  left  the  South  Carolina  jurisdiction 
and  moved  to  Charlotte,  NC.  Those  South  Carolina  charges 
were  still  pending  when  Wallace  was  arrested  2  years  later  in 
Charlotte. 
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Victim  #1 

Sharon  Nance,  a  black  female,  33  years  old,  was  Wallace’s 
first  victim  in  Charlotte.  The  victim  was  a  known  prostitute 
and  drug  user  with  an  extensive  record.  She  was  arrested  and 
charged  61  times  between  1975  and  1992.  Sharon  had  been 
recently  released  from  prison  when  she  was  reported  as  a 
missing  person.  Sharon’s  nude  body  was  found  alongside  a 
roadway  on  May  27,  1992  about  10  miles  from  downtown 
Charlotte.  The  case  remained  unsolved,  and  there  were  no 
suspects  developed. 

Victim  #2 

Caroline  Love,  a  black  female,  20  years  old,  worked  at  a 
Bojangles’  fast-food  restaurant.  The  victim  was  hired  as  a 
cashier  in  September,  1989  at  Bojangles  on  5111  Central 
Avenue  in  Charlotte,  where  she  worked  until  fune  15,  1992, 
when  she  was  reported  as  a  missing  person.  Caroline  Love 
was  also  attending  school.  According  to  the  manager,  Caro¬ 
line  had  good  work  ethics  and  was  a  reliable  employee.  She 
was  reported  as  a  missing  person  to  Charlotte  police  when 
she  failed  to  come  home  after  work.  That  case  was  still  open 
when  Wallace  was  arrested  in  March,  1994.  He  directed  the 
authorities  to  the  missing  woman’s  body.  She  was  raped  and 
strangled  to  death. 

Victim  #3 

On  February  19,  1993,  Shawna  Hawk,  a  black  female,  20 
years  old,  was  found  dead  in  her  home.  Shawna,  who  was  a 
high  school  graduate,  was  attending  Piedmont  Community 
College  and  studying  to  be  a  Paralegal.  She  worked  at  a  Taco 
Bell  located  at  3612  North  Sharon  Amity  Road  in  Charlotte, 
NC.  Wallace  hired  her  for  the  Taco  Bell  job  and  had  even 
dated  her  once. 

Shawna  had  worked  part-time  to  help  with  family  bills  since 
she  was  14  years  of  age  and  was  a  responsible  young  lady. 
When  her  mother  had  not  heard  from  her,  she  went  to  Shaw- 
na’s  apartment  to  check  on  her  daughter’s  well  being.  When 
she  entered  the  locked  apartment,  she  discovered  her  daugh¬ 
ter’s  nude  body  in  the  bathtub.  The  medical  examiner  ruled 
that  Shawna  had  been  strangled  to  death.  According  to  the 
police  report,  there  was  no  forced  entry  or  break  in,  suggest¬ 
ing  the  victim  admitted  someone  to  her  apartment.  Howev- 
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er,  the  police  did  not  consider  this  a  sex-related  event,  and 
the  medical  examiner  did  not  conduct  any  examination  for 
sexual  assault. 

Investigative  Considerations 

The  first  woman  to  be  killed  was  a  prostitute  and  drug  user  who  would 
be  considered  a  high-risk  victim. 

The  second  victim  killed  was  originally  reported  as  a  missing  person, 
and  her  whereabouts  remained  unknown.  Her  body  was  not  discovered 
until  the  offender  told  the  police  where  he  disposed  of  the  body.  The 
Shawna  Hawk  case,  however,  was  the  first  investigation  that  authorities 
could  have  possibly  linked  later  on  in  the  series,  if  they  had  aggressively 
pursued  an  obvious  major  case  investigation. 

Victim  #4 

On  June  25,  1993,  Audrey  Spain,  a  33-year-old  black  female, 
was  discovered  nude  on  her  bed  in  her  residence.  A  ligature 
consisting  of  a  torn  tee-shirt  and  black  brassiere  was  wrapped 
tightly  around  her  neck.  Once  again,  there  was  no  forced 
entry  or  break  in  at  this  location.  She  obviously  allowed 
someone  she  knew  into  her  apartment. 

Audrey  Spain  worked  as  a  shift  manager  at  the  Taco  Bell  on 
3612  North  Sharon  Amity  Road.  This  was  the  same  Taco  Bell 
at  which  Shawna  was  employed.  Audrey  worked  with  Shaw¬ 
na  Hawk  and  was  acquainted  with  Wallace. 

She  lived  at  4923  Central  Avenue  and  was  recently  trans¬ 
ferred  to  another  Taco  Bell  on  North  Wendover  in  Charlotte. 

The  medical  examiner  ruled  the  cause  of  death  to  be  ligature 
strangulation.  However,  there  was  not  any  examination  for 
sexual  assault. 

Investigative  Considerations 

A  clear  pattern  emerged  with  the  murder  of  Audrey  Spain.  She  was  also 
found  in  her  apartment,  and  there  were  no  signs  of  forced  entry  or  break 
in.  Furthermore,  the  police  were  unable  to  find  any  evidence.  This  sug¬ 
gested  that  the  offender  was  taking  precautions  not  to  leave  anything 
behind.  The  investigators  and  the  medical  examiner  failed  to  perceive  that 
both  cases  were  sex  related.  More  importantly,  both  victims  worked  at 
the  same  Taco  Bell  on  3612  North  Sharon  Amity  Road.  “Was  it  possible 
that  someone  was  targeting  women  who  worked  at  Taco  Bell?”  “Could 
the  offender  be  a  fellow  employee?”  “What  was  going  on  in  these  victims 
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lives  that  may  have  some  connection?”  None  of  these  questions  were  asked 
because  the  investigators  never  went  to  Taco  Bell  to  conduct  interviews 
of  the  employees  or  patrons. 

Victim  #5 

On  August  10,  1993,  Valencia  Jumper,  a  black  female,  21 
years  old,  was  found  in  her  apartment  after  firefighters  were 
called  to  extinguish  a  fire.  This  victim  was  a  senior,  majoring 
in  computer  science,  at  Johnson  Smith  University. 

She  lived  off  North  Sharon  Amity  Road  and  worked  part- 
time  at  two  different  jobs.  She  worked  at  Food  Lion  and  a 
department  store. 

She  was  acquainted  with  Wallace,  who  introduced  himself 
when  he  found  out  that  she  was  a  friend  of  his  sister  from 
school  in  South  Carolina. 

She  was  reported  to  be  the  victim  of  an  accidental  fire.  After 
Wallace  was  arrested  and  confessed,  a  second  autopsy  re¬ 
vealed  that  she  was  strangled  to  death. 

Investigative  Considerations 

In  this  case,  the  medical  examiner  ruled  the  cause  of  death  to  be  from  an 
accidental  fire. 

When  I  reviewed  the  autopsy  report,  I  realized  that  I  could  not  com¬ 
ment  on  a  medicolegal  issue.  I  recommended  that  a  forensic  pathologist 
be  brought  in  to  evaluate  the  autopsy  protocol.  The  autopsy  report  indi¬ 
cated  a  negative  level  of  carbon  monoxide  (CO)  in  the  blood  of  the  victim. 
Also,  there  was  no  reference  to  soot  in  the  throat  and  lungs.  Usually  in  a 
fire  death,  the  victim  will  have  soot  in  the  throat,  mouth,  and  lungs,  and 
a  toxicology  report  will  show  elevated  levels  of  carbon  monoxide  (CO) 
in  the  victim’s  blood.  The  two  pathologists  who  reviewed  the  autopsy 
protocol  were  critical  of  this  finding. 

The  police,  who  were  unaware  that  this  case  was  linked  due  to  the 
ME  error,  did  not  connect  the  Valencia  Jumper  case  to  Shawna  Hawk  or 
Audrey  Spain. 

Victim  #6 

On  September  15,  1993,  Michelle  Stinson,  a  black  female,  20 
years  old,  was  found  slain  in  her  apartment.  Once  again, 
there  was  no  forced  entry  and  no  evidence  recovered.  The 
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victim  was  strangled  with  a  ligature  and  stabbed  four  times 
in  her  chest  area.  Her  body  was  face  down  in  the  kitchen  of 
her  residence. 

Like  Shawna,  Michelle  was  also  a  student  at  Piedmont  Com¬ 
munity  College. 

A  friend  who  went  to  the  apartment  to  visit  Michelle  found 
her  body.  She  was  killed  in  front  of  her  two  sons,  1  and  3 
years  of  age.  The  3-year-old  told  the  friend,  “My  mommy’s 
asleep  on  the  floor.”  Because  there  was  no  break  in  or  forced 
entry,  police  believed  that  the  killer  was  someone  known  to 
the  victim.  The  cause  of  death  was  ruled  to  be  multiple  stab 
wounds  to  the  chest  and  ligature  strangulation. 

Investigative  Considerations 

At  this  point,  Charlotte  Homicide  had  a  full-blown  serial  murder  case  on 
their  hands.  The  question  is  why  were  they  not  concerned  by  the  lack  of 
evidence  and  the  obvious  serial  murder  pattern?  The  killer  was  being 
meticulous  in  not  leaving  his  fingerprints  or  any  other  evidence  at  the 
scenes.  The  authorities  had  three  women  strangled  to  death  in  their  respec¬ 
tive  apartments.  Two  of  the  women  worked  at  the  same  Taco  Bell.  Michelle 
Stinson  and  Shawna  Hawk  attended  Piedmont  Community  College.  Why 
did  the  police  investigators  not  go  to  Piedmont  Community  College  to 
interview  friends  of  the  victims?  There  was  no  forced  entry  or  break  in, 
suggesting  the  offender  knew  his  victims.  The  cases  were  obviously  sex 
related.  Just  those  aspects  alone  would  be  sufficient  to  link  these  cases.  In 
fact,  bells  and  alarms  should  have  been  going  off  in  Charlotte  Homicide. 

Victim  #7 

On  February  20,  1994,  Vanessa  Little  Mack,  a  black  female, 

25  years  old,  was  found  in  the  bedroom  of  her  apartment  by 
a  family  friend  and  babysitter.  Vanessa  was  discovered  par¬ 
tially  nude  with  a  ligature  around  her  neck  fashioned  out  of 
her  tee-shirt.  Her  4-month-old  daughter  was  left  unattended 
and  untouched  in  the  living  room.  Once  again,  there  was  no 
forced  entry  or  break  in. 

Vanessa  Little  Mack  was  a  single  parent  who  worked  as  a 
patient  escort  at  a  Charlotte  medical  center. 

Her  sister,  who  worked  at  Taco  Bell  on  North  Sharon  Amity 
Road,  introduced  her  to  Wallace  in  July  of  1993. 
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Investigative  Considerations 

At  this  point,  there  were  four  confirmed  homicides  involving  strangula¬ 
tion  of  female  victims  found  in  their  respective  apartments  with  no  signs 
of  forced  entry  or  break  in.  The  cases  were  obviously  sex  related,  and  the 
authorities  still  did  not  see  the  linkage.  At  this  point,  the  investigators  had 
still  not  gone  to  Taco  Bell  or  to  Piedmont  Community  College.  It  was 
readily  apparent  that  Taco  Bell  as  well  as  the  community  college  had  come 
up  in  the  interviews  that  were  done  by  the  police.  However,  the  important 
victimology  aspect  in  any  homicide  investigation  was  not  being  pursued. 
The  question  was,  “Where  else  do  you  start?”  A  sexual  predator,  who 
obviously  knew  his  victims,  was  being  admitted  into  his  victims’  homes. 
He  was  selecting  young  black  women  within  a  specific  social  and  geo¬ 
graphical  area.  He  was  meticulous  about  not  leaving  fingerprints  or  other 
evidence  at  the  scenes.  He  was  strangling  his  victims  with  ligature. 

Victim  #8 

On  March  9,  1994,  Brandi  Henderson,  a  black  female,  18 
years  old,  was  found  strangled  in  her  apartment.  Her  cloth¬ 
ing  was  in  disarray,  and  there  was  evidence  of  ligature  stran¬ 
gulation  and  blunt  force  trauma.  This  victim,  who  was  a 
single  parent,  dropped  out  of  high  school  and  then  went 
back  to  graduate.  Brandi  was  also  a  student  at  Piedmont 
Community  College,  attending  part-time.  Her  10-month- 
old  child  was  also  choked  but  managed  to  survive.  Once 
again,  there  was  no  forced  entry  or  break  in.  A  TV,  stereo, 
and  some  cash  were  stolen. 

Investigative  Considerations 

At  this  point,  there  were  five  confirmed  homicides  involving  strangulation 
of  female  victims  found  in  their  respective  apartments  with  no  signs  of 
forced  entry  or  break  in.  This  time,  the  police  thought  that  this  case  had 
strong  links  to  the  Vanessa  Little  Mack  case.  However,  they  still  had  not 
linked  the  murders.  The  woman’s  clothes  were  in  disarray,  highly  sugges¬ 
tive  of  sexual  assault.  Yet,  the  authorities  still  did  not  classify  the  case  as 
sex  related.  There  is  a  clear  pattern  in  the  similarities  of  these  cases  to  the 
other  murders,  and  once  again  there  was  ligature  strangulation. 

Victim  #9 

On  March  10,  1994,  the  very  next  day,  in  Charlotte,  Betty 
Jean  Baucum,  a  black  female,  24  years  old,  was  discovered 
in  her  residence.  A  ligature  consisting  of  a  pillowcase,  towel, 
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and  black  tights  was  wrapped  tightly  around  the  victim’s 
neck.  The  victim  was  a  manager  at  Bojangles’  a  fast-food 
establishment.  Her  body  was  discovered  a  day  after  her  death. 

Once  again,  there  was  no  forced  entry  or  break  in. 

She  was  strangled  and  had  been  dead  at  least  a  day  when  her 
body  was  found.  Her  car,  which  was  stolen,  was  found  across 
the  street.  This  time,  the  police  found  a  fingerprint  and 
thought  that  were  strong  links  to  other  cases. 

Investigative  Considerations 

At  this  point,  Charlotte  Homicide  had  six  female  victims  found  strangled 
in  their  apartments.  They  still  did  not  perceive  these  cases  as  sex  related. 
However,  with  the  strangulation  coupled  with  the  circumstances  of  their 
discovery,  someone  should  have  seen  the  link  between  the  cases. 

Four  of  the  victims  were  in  the  food-service  business.  Betty  Jean 
Baucum  and  Caroline  Love,  who  was  reported  missing,  both  worked  at 
Bojangles’.  Shawna  Hawk  and  Audrey  Spain  worked  at  the  same  Taco  Bell. 
Vanessa  Little  Mack’s  sister  worked  at  the  Taco  Bell  on  North  Sharon 
Amity  Road  where  Hawk  and  Spain  worked. 

Victim  #10 

On  March  12,  1994,  Debra  Ann  Slaughter,  black  female,  35 
years  old,  was  discovered  in  her  residence  with  a  ligature 
around  her  neck  consisting  of  two  blue  towels.  There  was  a 
sock  stuffed  in  her  mouth,  and  she  was  stabbed  38  times  in 
the  chest  area.  The  victim,  who  worked  as  a  deli  manager, 
previously  worked  at  Bojangles’.  The  victim,  who  was  single, 
lived  alone  in  an  apartment  on  Central  Avenue.  Her  body 
was  discovered  by  her  mother,  who  went  to  the  apartment, 
unlocked  the  door,  and  saw  her  daughter  on  the  floor.  Debra 
was  strangled.  Once  again,  there  was  no  forced  entry  or  break 
in.  The  victim  may  have  met  Wallace  when  she  worked  at 
Bojangles’  on  Central  Avenue. 

Henry  Louis  Wallace 

Wallace  worked  at  several  fast-food  restaurants  in  Charlotte. 

The  authorities  finally  made  the  connection  with  the  Debra 
Slaughter  case.  Wallace  was  identified  through  his  fingerprint 
left  at  the  Baucum  homicide.  It  was  only  after  the  arrest  that 
the  police  realized  that  this  series  of  killings  was  sex  related 
and  that  Wallace  perpetrated  all  10  of  the  homicides  in  Char¬ 
lotte,  NC. 
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Opinion 

In  the  opinion  of  the  author,  this  was  a  classic  case  of  linkage  blindness. 
There  was  a  total  administrative  and  command  level  breakdown  in  Char¬ 
lotte  due  to  the  department’s  emphasis  on  community  policing,  which 
resulted  in  the  disruption  of  investigative  services.  In  my  opinion,  the 
chief  of  the  department  along  with  the  detective  supervisor  in  Charlotte 
were  ultimately  responsible  for  this  major  police  error.  The  authorities 
did  not  recognize  a  pattern  for  over  a  year,  until  March,  1994,  when  the 
three  homicide  cases  came  in  within  3  days. 

Nine  of  the  victims  were  young,  middle-class  black  women,  some 
were  students  at  Piedmont  Community  College  or  were  working  at  fast- 
food  establishments.  The  police  never  went  to  their  workplaces  or  the 
school  to  interview  the  victims’  friends  or  associates.  This  is  Basic  Homi¬ 
cide  Investigation  101.  How  could  you  not  do  this? 

In  fairness,  the  first  two  homicides  could  easily  have  been  missed.  The 
first  victim  was  at  high-level  risk  as  a  drug  user  and  prostitute.  She  was 
found  10  miles  out  of  town  and  could  have  been  killed  by  anyone  who 
had  picked  her  up.  Victim  #2  was  listed  as  a  missing  person  and  was  not 
known  to  be  a  homicide  victim.  However,  it  would  have  been  interesting 
to  review  the  missing  person’s  case  on  Caroline  Love  to  see  whether  or 
not  the  detectives  ever  went  to  Bojangles’  to  question  her  coworkers. 

The  first  sign  of  a  pattern  should  have  been  made  with  the  murders  of 
Shawna  Hawk  and  Audrey  Spain.  Both  victims  worked  at  the  same  Taco 
Bell.  I  personally  find  it  highly  unlikely  and  extremely  coincidental  that  two 
employees  from  the  same  workplace  are  found  strangled  in  their  respective 
apartments  with  no  forced  entry,  suggesting  they  knew  their  attacker.  Fur¬ 
thermore,  any  time  a  woman  is  found  nude  and  strangled,  the  professional 
investigator  should  realize  that  he  or  she  is  dealing  with  a  sex  crime. 

The  Valencia  Jumper  case  was  obviously  missed  due  to  a  medicolegal 
error  on  the  part  of  the  medical  examiner.  However,  the  fact  that  she  was 
partially  clothed  and  there  were  two  active  homicides  in  town  involving 
women  who  were  found  nude  in  their  apartments  should  have  required 
further  investigation. 

Michelle  Stinson  and  Vanessa  Little  Mack,  like  Hawk  and  Spain,  were 
killed  in  their  homes  with  no  forced  entry.  Stinson  was  stabbed  four  times 
in  the  chest,  which  is  a  psychosexual-type  wound  structure.  Little  Mack 
was  found  partially  nude  on  her  bed  with  a  ligature  around  her  neck. 
Both  of  these  cases  spell  out  sex  crime. 

Brandi  Henderson,  Betty  Jean  Baucum,  and  Debra  Slaughter  were 
strangled  in  their  respective  apartments,  with  no  forced  entry.  Hender¬ 
son’s  clothes  were  in  disarray. 
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Conclusion 


All  eight  women  were  strangled  in  their  homes  in  the  same  geographical 
area,  and  there  was  no  forced  entry,  which  suggested  that  the  killer  knew 
his  victims.  Had  the  detectives  gone  to  the  workplaces  of  these  victims,  I 
believe  that  Wallace’s  name  would  have  surfaced  in  this  investigation  early 
on.  A  simple  record  check  of  employees  at  the  Taco  Bell  would  have 
revealed  Wallace’s  sexual  offenses  in  South  Carolina.  My  fair  and  objective 
opinion  is  that  the  authorities  in  Charlotte  should  have  recognized  a  serial 
murder  pattern  early  in  this  investigation. 


Investigative  Application  of  the  "Signature"  Aspect 

When  an  offender  displays  behavior  within  the  crime  scene  and  engages 
in  activities  that  go  beyond  those  necessary  to  accomplish  the  act,  he 
is  revealing  his  signature.  These  significant  personality  identifiers  occur 
when  an  offender  repeatedly  engages  in  a  specific  order  of  sexual  activ¬ 
ity,  uses  a  specific  type  of  binding,  injures  or  inflicts  similar- type  inju¬ 
ries,  displays  the  body  for  shock  value,  tortures  and  mutilates  his  victim, 
and  engages  in  some  form  of  ritualistic  behavior.  One  of  the  most 
common  signatures  is  that  of  the  psychopathic  sexual  sadist  who 
involves  himself  in  complete  domination  of  the  victim.  The  author  has 
reviewed  and  consulted  on  a  number  of  serial  murder  cases  that 
revealed  this  signature  aspect. 

Practical  Examples  of  Signature  Activity 

It  should  be  noted  that  possible  examples  of  signature  activity  are  incal¬ 
culable,  because  the  signature  is  based  on  an  offender’s  fantasies,  which 
could  encompass  just  about  anything.  The  author,  however,  listed  some 
examples  based  upon  the  cases  that  he  has  personally  been  involved  with 
in  his  capacity  as  a  homicide  consultant: 

•  An  offender  slowly  cuts  the  clothes  from  his  victim’s  body. 

•  An  offender  rips  or  tears  the  clothes  from  the  victim’s  body. 

•  An  offender  makes  the  victim  remove  her  own  clothing. 

•  An  offender  exercises  “total  control”  over  his  victim. 

•  The  offender  binds  his  victim  in  an  explicit  manner,  e.g.,  hog-ties, 
slip  knots,  noose,  ligature  around  the  neck. 

•  The  offender  uses  a  specific  type  of  binding  material,  e.g.,  rope, 
duct  tape,  adhesive  tape,  parachute  cord,  hemp,  wire,  electric  cord, 
nautical  rope.  This  can  also  have  significance  as  to  employment. 
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•  An  offender  gags  and  blindfolds  his  victims. 

•  An  offender  rapes  his  victims  while  their  hands  are  tied  behind 
their  backs. 

•  An  offender  binds  his  victim  nude. 

•  An  offender  engages  in  postmortem  binding. 

•  An  offender  engages  in  sexual  assault  with  the  bound  victim. 

•  There  is  a  sequence  of  sexual  assault  activity  with  the  victim,  e.g., 
anal  assault  followed  by  forced  fellatio  and  then  rape. 

•  An  offender  dresses  his  victim  in  clothing  or  undergarments  that 
he  brought  to  the  scene  or  that  do  not  belong  to  the  victim. 

•  An  offender  brings  along  sex  toys  or  instruments  to  use  on  the 
victim. 

•  An  offender  masturbates  on  his  victim’s  body. 

•  An  offender  brings  Vaseline  or  petroleum  jelly  to  use  in  his  sexual 
assault. 

•  An  offender  poses  the  body  in  a  specific  manner,  e.g.,  nude,  legs 
spread,  buttock  raised,  face-down,  face-up,  in  a  sleeping  position, 
covered,  redressed. 

•  An  offender  stalks  a  specific  type  of  victim. 

•  An  offender  engages  in  antemortem  mutilation  and  torture. 

•  An  offender  engages  in  postmortem  mutilation. 

•  An  offender  engages  in  necrophilia. 

•  An  offender  engages  in  anthropophagy  (consumption  of  blood  or 
flesh) 

•  An  offender  removes  body  parts,  e.g.,  breast,  nipples,  vulva,  penis, 
buttock,  hands,  feet,  head,  scalp. 

•  An  offender  displays  the  victim’s  body  parts  for  “shock  value.” 

•  An  offender  places  the  body  parts  of  his  victim  into  their  mouths 
or  cavity  of  their  body,  e.g.,  stuffing  the  severed  breast  into  the 
mouth  of  the  victim,  jamming  the  severed  penis  down  the  neck 
of  the  decapitated  victim. 

•  An  offender  “props”  the  body  with  some  item  from  the  scene  or 
with  something  he  brought  to  the  event.  Any  posing,  propping, 
or  insertion  of  objects  into  the  sexual  orifices  or  portions  of  the 
body  is  considered  signature. 

•  An  offender  multiply  stabs  his  victim  in  sexual  areas,  e.g.,  breasts, 
buttock,  chest,  genitalia,  overkill-type  injuries. 

•  An  offender  kills  his  victims  in  a  certain  way. 

•  An  offender  targets  a  female  victim  with  a  child.  Because  of  her 
child,  the  victim  will  cooperate  with  his  demands. 

•  An  offender  climbs  into  the  victims’  beds  as  they  sleep,  takes  them 
by  surprise,  and  attacks  them  in  their  beds. 
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•  An  offender  manually  strangles  his  victim. 

•  An  offender  uses  ligature  in  his  strangulations,  e.g.,  rope,  clothing, 
or  something  he  brought  to  the  scene. 

•  An  offender  shoots  his  victims  in  specific  areas:  head,  chest,  etc. 

•  An  offender  uses  a  specific  type  of  weapon. 

•  An  offender  uses  blunt  force  trauma  to  the  head  or  engages  in 
savage  beating  of  his  victims. 

Remember,  this  signature  aspect  is  a  unique  and  integral  part  of  the 
offender’s  behavior,  and  he  requires  these  rituals  in  order  to  achieve  sexual 
satisfaction.  As  stated  previously,  this  signature  element  is  basically  an 
attempt  on  the  part  of  the  offender  to  replicate  a  sexual  fantasy.  A  sexual 
fantasy  is  a  fantasy,  and  as  such,  it  cannot  become  a  reality.  However,  the 
harder  one  tries  to  duplicate  or  reproduce  the  fantasy,  the  more  specific 
the  signature. 
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Psychopathic  Sexual 
Sadism  — 

A  Clinical  Study 


Introduction 


The  author  uses  the  term  psychopathic  sexual  sadist  to  define  the  psy¬ 
chopathology  of  a  specific  group  of  offenders  who  have  a  dual  diagnosis 
of  psychopathy  as  defined  by  the  studies  of  Hare  (1993,  1999,  2000)  as 
well  as  the  references  to  Antisocial  Personality  Disorder  and  Sexual 
Sadism  as  defined  in  Diagnostic  Statistical  Manual  of  Mental  Disorders 
( DSM-IV )  (1994). 

Examined  in  this  chapter  are  serial  murderers  who  violated  their 
victims  sexually,  as  reported  within  the  journalistic,  academic,  and  law 
enforcement  literature.  The  chapter  is  based  on  the  author’s  experience 
and  case  studies  that  he  has  personally  been  involved  in  as  well  as  a  clinical 
study  reported  in  the  Journal  of  Forensic  Science  in  January,  1997  (Geberth 
and  Turco,  1997).  One  of  the  goals  of  the  study  in  the  Journal  was  locating 
within  clinical  literature  specific  references  of  behavior  that  could  be 
utilized  in  predicting  future  dangerousness  of  serial  killers,  who  the 
author  describes  as  psychopathic  sexual  sadists  (Geberth,  1996). 

This  study  focused  on  the  practical  application  of  the  clinical  criteria 
of  Antisocial  Personality  Disorder  and  Sexual  Sadism  as  defined  in 
DSM-IV  (1994).  The  concept  of  Malignant  Narcissism  was  also  discussed 
as  it  related  to  Serial  Murder. 

Reference  will  be  made  to  case  histories  within  this  text  as  well  as 
explicit  documentation  of  the  activities  of  the  psychopathic  sexual  sadist. 

The  author’s  intention  and  goal  in  this  chapter  is  to  suggest  that  the 
dual  diagnosis  of  psychopathic  sexual  sadism  best  describes  offenders 
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who  obtain  intense  sexual  arousal  and  gratification  while  violating  their 
victims  and  engaging  in  sexually  sadistic  activities,  including  torture, 
mutilation,  or  killing.  In  the  author’s  opinion,  psychopathy  coupled  with 
sexual  sadism  and  evidence  of  deviant  sexual  arousal  clearly  indicate 
dangerousness  and  the  potential  for  recidivism. 


Definitions 


Psychopathy,  Sociopathy,  and  Antisocial  Personality  Disorder 

The  concept  of  a  disorder  whereby  an  individual  persists  in  antisocial 
behaviors  throughout  his  or  her  lifetime,  although  seemingly  having  no 
guilt  about  it,  has  a  formal  documented  evolution  that  spans  nearly  two 
centuries.  Pinel  (1801)  first  observed  and  documented  a  group  of  patients 
who  behaved  in  impulsive  and  self- destructive  ways  yet  evidenced  no 
defects  in  reasoning  ability.  Another  among  the  early  denotations  for  this 
cluster  of  socially  objectionable  behaviors  was  Prichard’s  (1835)  notion 
of  “moral  insanity.” 

The  idea  of  a  diseased  “moral  faculty”  to  explain  criminal  behavior 
formed  the  central  position  in  much  of  the  debate  of  the  nineteenth 
century.  The  German  psychiatric  community  spoke  of  “psychopathic 
inferiority,”  leaning  toward  a  physical  basis  for  the  disorder  (Koch,  1891). 
Kraepelin  (1915),  in  successive  editions  of  his  psychiatric  text  from  1887 
to  1915,  developed  the  theory  of  psychopathy  in  terms  of  degenerative 
moral  stature,  biogenic  in  its  origin.  Similarly,  Lombroso  (1911)  ascribed 
moral  insanity  to  the  “born  criminal,”  whom  he  believed  suffered  from 
a  variant  of  epilepsy. 

Meloy  (1992)  attributed  Birnbaum  (1914)  with  introducing  the  term 
sociopathy  to  the  literature  to  describe  the  disorder  as  the  product  of  social 
learning  in  a  deficient  formative  environment,  thus  emphasizing  a  psy¬ 
chogenic  basis.  Freud  (1957)  noted,  “among  adult  criminals  we  must  no 
doubt  accept  those  who  commit  crimes  without  any  sense  of  guilt,  who 
have  either  developed  no  moral  inhibitions  or  who,  in  their  conflict  with 
society,  consider  themselves  justified  in  their  actions”  (pp.  309-333). 

Cleckley,  in  his  classic  textbook,  The  Mask  of  Sanity  (1981,  p.  337), 
described  16  characteristic  traits  symptomatic  of  the  psychopathic  per¬ 
sonality: 

1.  Superficial  charm  and  good  “intelligence” 

2.  Absence  of  delusions  and  other  signs  of  irrational  thinking 

3.  Absence  of  “nervousness”  or  psychoneurotic  manifestations 

4.  Unreliability 
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5.  Untruthfulness  and  insincerity 

6.  Lack  of  remorse  or  shame 

7.  Inadequately  motivated  antisocial  behavior 

8.  Poor  judgment  and  failure  to  learn  by  experience 

9.  Pathologic  egocentricity  and  incapacity  for  love 

10.  General  poverty  in  major  affective  reactions 

11.  Specific  loss  of  insight 

12.  Unresponsiveness  in  general  interpersonal  relations 

13.  Fantastic  and  uninviting  behavior,  with  (alcoholic)  drink  and 
sometimes  without 

14.  Suicide  rarely  carried  out 

15.  Sex  life  impersonal,  trivial,  and  poorly  integrated 

16.  Failure  to  follow  any  life  plan 

This  clinical  picture  includes  evidence  of  poor  judgment,  irresponsi¬ 
bility,  and  lack  of  remorse  or  shame,  as  well  as  the  recognition  that  the 
psychopath  can  be  charming  and  successful.  Reich  (1945)  spoke  of  the 
psychopathic  character  type  as  one  who  is  self-assured,  sometimes  arro¬ 
gant,  elastic,  energetic,  and  often  impressive  in  his  bearing.  Notable  to 
Reich  was  an  absence  of  reaction  formation  on  the  part  of  the  psychopath 
to  his  openly  aggressive  and  sadistic  behaviors.  McCord  and  McCord 
(1956)  focused  on  “impulsivity  and  aggression  in  an  emotionally  isolated 
individual  who  seeks  to  fulfill  his  craving  for  excitement  without  being 
inhibited  by  social  norms  or  personal  conscience.” 

Kernberg  referred  to  malignant  narcissism  as: 

.  ..a  form  of  antisocial  personality  disorder.  In  this  syn¬ 
drome,  ego  pathology  is  characterized  by  four  factors: 
Narcissistic  personality  structure  (disorder),  overt  an¬ 
tisocial  behavior  (passive  or  aggressive),  manifested  by 
sadistic  cruelty  (with  murder  as  its  most  extreme 
form),  egosyntonic  aggression,  or  sadism  (a  source  of 
pleasure- accepted  and  rationalized  against  the  normal 
prohibition  that  most  persons  have  against  sadism,  and 
a  reprojection  of  primitive  persecutory  superego  fea¬ 
tures  in  the  form  of  paranoid  tendencies.  The  sadism 
is  characterologically  integrated  and  justified  by  a 
chronic  sadistic  arrogance.  The  reprojection  of  the 
primitive  persecutory  superego  features  may  be  char¬ 
acterized  by  classifying  others  as  suckers,  fools,  or  dan¬ 
gerous  enemies,  (pp.  510-523) 
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Meissner  enlarged  our  concept  of  paranoid  projection  to  encompass 
this  facet.  According  to  Meissner  (1966),  “The  theory  of  the  paranoid 
process  is  an  extension  of  the  theory  of  internalization,  particularly  con¬ 
cerning  itself  with  those  forms  of  internalization  that  have  pathogenic 
potential”  (p.  15). 

With  serial  murderers,  we  find  the  pathological  self-love,  the  lack  of 
object  love,  the  superego  pathology,  and  especially  the  general  sense  of 
emptiness  and  dissatisfaction.  These  people  are  nonaffiliates.  There  is  an 
impoverishment  of  internal  life  in  these  nonaffiliates  as  the  result  of  their 
having  devalued  what  they  have  not  received  from  others.  In  other  words, 
there  has  been  a  failure  of  early  object  integration.  The  internal  world  of 
object  relations  is  destroyed.  Psychological  development  does  not  occur 
using  normal  methods  of  identification  and  empathy.  There  is  a  sense  of 
aloneness,  emptiness,  and  meaninglessness  in  life  without  the  pleasure  of 
learning  or  empathic  bonding.  One  finds  a  stimulus  hunger,  the  need  to 
be  entertained  and  stimulated  to  replace  the  missing  world  of  object 
relations.  The  perpetrator  of  serial  murder  expects  the  victim  to  perform 
and  initiate  certain  behaviors  to  “entertain”  him.  A  sadistic  perversion  of 
the  learning  experience  may  occur  when  the  murderer  dissects  or  other¬ 
wise  mutilates  the  victim. 

The  primary  ingredient  missing  from  the  sociopath’s  psyche  is  con¬ 
science.  According  to  Markman  and  Bosco  (1989),  “Sociopathy  is  not 
generally  classified  as  a  mental  illness  but  rather  as  a  character  disorder.” 
McCord,  1983,  p.  274,  notes  that  “psychopathy  has  been  defined  either  as 
a  discrete  category  whereby  one  is  considered  either  psychopathic  or  not, 
or  as  representing  a  point  along  a  continuum  in  which  some  individuals 
occupy  an  extreme  position  relative  to  specific  traits  and  behaviors.” 

In  an  examination  of  psychopathy  as  a  concept,  Blackburn  (1992) 
noted  that  the  terms  sociopath  and  psychopath  are  often  interchanged, 
especially  in  American  texts.  He  noted  the  particular  influence  of  Robins’ 
(1966,  1978)  work  in  its  explicit  equating  of  sociopathic  personality  with 
violation  of  social  rules,  on  the  determination  of  DSM-1V  criteria  for 
antisocial  personality  disorder. 

According  to  the  DSM-IV  (1994): 

. .  .the  essential  feature  of  the  disorder  is  to  be  found  in 
patterns  of  irresponsible  and  antisocial  behaviors  be¬ 
ginning  in  childhood  or  early  adolescence  and  continu¬ 
ing  into  adulthood.  Lying,  stealing,  truancy, 
vandalism,  initiating  fights,  running  away  from  home, 
and  physical  cruelty  are  typical  childhood  signs.  In 
adulthood,  the  antisocial  pattern  continues  and  may 
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include  failure  to  honor  financial  obligations,  main¬ 
tain  consistent  employment,  or  plan  ahead.  These  in¬ 
dividuals  fail  to  conform  to  social  norms  and 
repeatedly  engage  in  antisocial  behaviors  that  are 
grounds  for  arrest,  such  as  destroying  property,  harass¬ 
ing  others,  and  stealing.  Often  these  antisocial  acts  are 
committed  with  no  seeming  necessity.  People  with  anti¬ 
social  personality  disorder  tend  toward  irritability  and 
aggressivity,  and  often  become  involved  in  physical 
fights  and  assaults,  including  spouse  and  child  beating. 

Reckless  behavior  without  regard  for  personal  safety  is 
common,  as  indicated  by  driving  while  intoxicated  or 
getting  numerous  speeding  tickets.  Frequently,  these 
individuals  are  promiscuous,  failing  to  sustain  a  mono¬ 
gamous  relationship  for  more  than  one  year.  They  do 
not  learn  from  past  experiences  and  tend  to  resume  the 
same  kinds  of  antisocial  behaviors  they  were  punished 
for.  They  lack  feelings  of  remorse  about  the  effects  of 
their  behavior  on  others  and  may  feel  justified  in  hav¬ 
ing  violated  others,  (p.  646) 

Hare  has  emerged  as  the  preeminent  authority  and  foremost  expert 
in  the  area  of  psychopathy.  He  developed  and  perfected  the  “Psychop¬ 
athy  Checklist”  and  the  PCL-R,  which  has  become  the  standard  instru¬ 
ment  for  researchers  and  clinicians  worldwide.  In  the  opinion  of  the 
author,  the  PCL-R  has  proven  to  be  the  most  perceptive  development 
in  the  application  of  clinical  psychology  to  the  investigative  process.  In 
his  book,  Without  Conscience:  The  Disturbing  World  of  Psychopaths 
among  Us  (1993,  p.  22),  Hare  explained  that  the  term  psychopathy 
literally  means  “mental  illness”  (from  psyche,  mind;  and  pathos,  disease 
...). 

In  my  opinion,  psychopaths  are  not  out  of  touch  with  reality  or  suf¬ 
fering  from  mental  disease  or  defect.  Psychopaths  are  fully  aware  of  what 
they  do  and  do  not  give  a  damn  about  the  consequences  of  their  actions 
or  their  effects  on  others.  They  have  a  classifiable  psychiatric  disorder.  How¬ 
ever,  they  are  not  “crazy”  or  suffering  from  delusions  or  hallucinations. 
According  to  legal  and  psychiatric  standards,  they  are  not  insane. 

Their  actions  are  based  on  a  calculating  rationality  that  is  driven  by 
self-gratification  and  lack  of  conscience  or  remorse.  Expressions  like,  “I 
did  it  because  I  felt  like  it,”  or  “I  shot  him  because  he  pissed  me  off,”  or 
“I  killed  her  because  she  would  have  identified  me”  are  common  expla¬ 
nations  offered  by  the  psychopath.  Of  course,  these  explanations  are  only 
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given  if  the  psychopath  thinks  it  is  in  his  best  interests  to  “confess”  when 
caught.  The  “confessions”  usually  result  because  the  psychopath  is  trying 
to  negotiate  a  life  sentence  to  avoid  the  death  penalty.  An  example  would 
be  a  suspect  in  a  serial  murder  case  who  testifies  against  an  accomplice 
or  leads  the  authorities  to  the  locations  of  buried  bodies.  For  clarification 
of  terminology,  I  present  the  following: 

Antisocial  Personality  Disorder  (APD):  Refers  primarily  to  a  cluster 
of  criminal  and  antisocial  behaviors 

Sociopathy:  Connotes  that  the  syndrome  is  forged  entirely  from  social 
forces  and  early  childhood  experiences 

Psychopathy:  Syndrome  consists  of  psychological,  biological,  and  ge¬ 
netic  factors 

Hare  differentiated  psychopathy  from  Antisocial  Personality  Disorder 
(APD)  and  Sociopathy.  Hare  (1993)  believed  “that  psychological,  biolog¬ 
ical  and  genetic  factors  contribute  to  the  syndrome  of  psychopathy,  which 
he  defines  as  a  cluster  of  both  personality  traits  and  socially  deviant 
behaviors”  (p.  25). 

Hare  (1993)  described  what  he  referred  to  as  the  “Key  Symptoms  of 
Psychopathy,”  which  he  divided  into  two  groupings:  emotional/interper- 
sonal  and  social  deviance. 


Key  Symptoms  of  Psychopathy 


Emotional/Interpersonal 

Social  Deviance 

•  Glib  and  superficial 

•  Egocentric  and  grandiose 

•  Lack  of  remorse  or  guilt 

•  Lack  of  empathy 

•  Deceitful  and  manipulative 

•  Shallow  emotions 

•  Impulsive 

•  Poor  behavior  controls 

•  Need  for  excitement 

•  Lack  of  responsibility 

•  Early  behavior  problems 

•  Adult  antisocial  behaviors 

Source:  From  Hare,  R.D.,  Without  Conscience:  The  Disturbing 
World  of  Psychopaths  among  Us,  Pocket  Books,  New  York, 
1993.  With  permission. 


Hare  (1993)  also  stated: 

On  the  interpersonal  level,  psychopaths  are  grandiose, 
arrogant,  callous,  dominant,  superficial,  and  manip¬ 
ulative.  Affectively,  they  are  short-tempered,  unable  to 
form  strong  emotional  bonds  with  others,  and  lacking 
in  guilt  or  anxiety.  These  interpersonal  and  affective 
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features  are  associated  with  a  socially  deviant  lifestyle 
and  includes  irresponsible  and  impulsive  behavior, 
and  a  tendency  to  ignore  or  violate  social  conventions 
and  mores,  (p.  2) 

According  to  Hare  (1993),  psychopaths  have  a  deeply  disturbing 
inability  to  care  about  the  pain  and  suffering  experienced  by  others...”  (p.  6). 

The  psychopath’s  inability  to  appreciate  the  pain  and  suffering  they 
inflict  on  others  explains  why  they  can  torture  and  mutilate  another 
human  being  without  the  least  concern.  I  find  this  perspective  consistent 
with  observable  data  and  applicable  to  the  investigative  process.  Hare’s 
work  best  represents  the  point  of  view  and  definition  of  psychopathy  as 
expressed  in  this  chapter. 

Sexual  Sadism 

According  to  DSM-IV  (1994): 

The  paraphiliac  focus  of  Sexual  Sadism  involves  acts 
(real,  not  simulated)  in  which  the  individual  derives 
sexual  excitement  from  the  psychological  or  physical 
suffering  (including  humiliation)  of  the  victim... in 
such  cases  the  sadistic  fantasies  usually  involve  having 
complete  control  over  the  victim,  who  is  terrified  by 
anticipation  of  the  impending  sadistic  act.  Others  act 
on  the  sadistic  sexual  urges  with  a  consenting  partner 
(who  may  have  Sexual  Masochism)  who  willingly  suf¬ 
fers  pain  or  humiliation.  Still  others  with  Sexual  Sa¬ 
dism  act  on  their  sadistic  sexual  urges  with  non¬ 
consenting  victims.  In  all  of  these  cases,  it  is  the  suffer- 
ing  of  the  victim  that  is  sexually  arousing.  Sadistic 
fantasies  or  acts  may  involve  activities  that  indicate  the 
dominance  of  the  person  over  the  victim  ( e.g.,  forcing 
the  victim  to  crawl  or  keeping  the  victim  in  a  cage). 

They  may  also  involve  restraint,  blindfolding,  pad¬ 
dling,  spanking,  whipping,  pinching,  beating,  burning, 
electrical  shocks,  rape,  cutting,  stabbing,  strangulation, 
torture,  mutilation,  or  killing,  (p.  530) 

DSM-IV  described  this  particular  paraphilia  as  chronic  with  the 
potential  of  escalation.  When  associated  with  Antisocial  Personality  Dis¬ 
order,  which  in  this  chapter  we  are  defining  as  psychopathy,  these  indi¬ 
viduals  become  dangerous. 
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Money  (1986)  defined  a  paraphilia  as  follows: 

...condition  occurring  in  men  and  women  of  being 
compulsively  responsive  to  and  obligatively  dependent 
upon  an  unusual  and  personally  or  socially  unaccept¬ 
able  stimulus,  perceived  or  in  the  imagery  of  fantasy,  for 
optimal  initiation  and  maintenance  of  erotosexual 
arousal  and  the  facilitation  or  attainment  of  orgasm  .... 

Paraphilias  are  thus  sexual  deviations  marked  by  per¬ 
sistent  sexual  arousal  patterns  in  which  unusual  objects, 
rituals,  or  situations  are  required  for  sexual  gratifica¬ 
tion.  They  are  understood  to  reflect  psychosexual  disor¬ 
der  in  which  the  preferred  or  exclusive  means  of  sexual 
gratification  is  deviant.  Unusual  or  bizarre  imagery  or 
acts  are  necessary  for  sexual  excitement,  (p.  267) 

According  to  the  DSM-IV  (1994): 

...such  imagery  or  acts  tend  to  be  insistently  and  in¬ 
voluntarily  repetitive  and  generally  involve  either  a 
preference  for  use  of  a  nonhuman  object  for  sexual 
arousal,  repetitive  sexual  activity  with  humans  involv¬ 
ing  real  or  simulated  suffering  or  humiliation,  or  re¬ 
petitive  sexual  activity  with  non-consenting  partners. 

Nine  paraphilias  are  currently  recognized  in  the  DSM 
IV.  These  are  fetishism,  transvestic  fetishism,  voyeur¬ 
ism,  exhibitionism,  sexual  sadism,  sexual  masochism, 
pedophilia,  zoophilia,  and  frotteurism.  (pp.  522-523) 

Meloy  (1992)  defined  sexual  sadism  as  “the  conscious  experience  of 
pleasurable  sexual  arousal  through  the  infliction  of  physical  or  emotional 
pain  on  the  actual  object”  (p.  76). 

Any  discussion  of  sexual  sadism  would  not  be  complete  without  the 
historical  perspective  and  definition  of  sadism  as  found  in  the  work  of 
Richard  von  Krafft-Ebing  (1840-1902).  Sadism  or  sexual  arousal  from 
physical  suffering,  humiliation,  and  control  of  the  victim  is  at  the  core  of 
serial  homicide.  Krafft-Ebing,  in  fact,  suggested  that  the  essential  feature 
of  sadism  is  the  need  for  “mastery  and  possessing  an  absolutely  defenseless 
human  object...  the  desire  for...  complete  subjugation  of  the  woman” 
(1998,  p.  74). 

Krafft-Ebing’s  (1998)  classic  text  Psychopathia  Sexualis,  which  was 
first  published  in  1886,  described  several  cases  in  which  sexual  arousal 


Psychopathic  Sexual  Sadism  —  A  Clinical  Study 


739 


was  dependent  upon  a  desire  to  inflict  pain  and  suffering  on  the  victim. 
I  quote: 


Sadism,  especially  in  its  rudimentary  manifestations, 
seems  to  be  of  common  occurrence  in  the  domain  of 
sexual  perversion.  Sadism  is  the  experience  of  sexual 
pleasurable  sensations  (including  orgasm )  produced  by 
acts  of  cruelty,  bodily  punishment  afflicted  on  one’s 
own  person  or  when  witnessed  in  others,  be  they  ani¬ 
mals  or  human  beings.  It  may  also  consist  of  an  innate 
desire  to  humiliate,  hurt,  wound  or  even  destroy  others 
in  order  thereby  to  create  sexual  pleasure  in  one’s  self. 

(p.  53) 

Krafft-Ebing  (1998)  continued: 

When  the  association  of  lust  and  cruelty  is  present,  not 
only  does  the  lustful  emotions  awaken  the  impulse  to 
cruelty,  but  vice  versa  cruel  ideas  and  acts  of  cruelty 
cause  sexual  excitement  and  in  this  way  are  used  by 
perverse  individuals,  (p.  57) 

The  sexual  sadist  enjoys  the  suffering  of  his  victim  by  engaging  in 
various  forms  of  abuse,  including  beatings,  whippings,  burnings,  or  sub¬ 
mitting  the  victim  to  electrical  shock,  piercing  the  nipples  or  labia,  or 
including  other  forms  of  piquerism.  The  sexual  sadist  prefers  anal  inser¬ 
tion,  usually  with  large  dildos,  over  vaginal  intercourse,  unless  it  is  forcible 
rape.  In  most  cases,  the  sexual  sadist  will  force  the  victim  to  perform 
fellatio,  often  to  the  point  where  the  victim  feels  that  she  cannot  breathe. 
If  the  sexual  sadist  has  two  women  under  his  control,  he  will  force  them 
to  perform  sexual  acts  on  one  another.  During  and  after  the  assault,  the 
victims  will  be  referred  to  as  “bitches,  cunts,  and  whores.”  This  is  done 
to  psychologically  degrade  them  and,  at  the  same  time,  validate  his  feel¬ 
ings  of  contempt  and  hatred  of  women. 


Sexual  Sadism:  A  Case  History 

One  of  the  more  outrageous  case  examples  of  sexual  sadism  and  psych¬ 
opathy  is  found  in  the  infamous  “Sex  Slave”  case  featured  in  the  book 
The  Perfect  Victim  (McGuire  and  Norton,  1988).  The  victim  was  Colleen 
Stan,  who  was  20  years  old  at  the  time  of  her  abduction.  Colleen  was  held 
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captive  and  forced  to  endure  years  of  sexual  perversion  at  the  hands  of  a 
psychopathic  sexual  sadist  who  confined  her  in  a  coffin-like  box  that 
would  best  be  described  as  a  claustrophobic’s  nightmare. 

The  case  involved  Cameron  Hooker  and  his  wife  Janice. 

Cameron  Hooker’s  fantasy  was  to  dominate  and  torture  nude 
women  who  were  bound  and  helpless.  His  fantasies  were 
fueled  by  an  extensive  collection  of  hardcore  pornography 
that  featured  bondage,  leather  and  handcuffs,  and  whips. 

The  abduction  and  enslavement  of  Colleen  Stan  were  the 
culmination  of  years  of  fantasy,  experimentation,  and  plan¬ 
ning.  Early  during  his  relationship  with  Jan,  whom  he  sub¬ 
sequently  married,  he  introduced  her  to  bondage  scenarios 
and  requested  that  she  allow  him  to  suspend  her  by  the  wrists 
from  a  tree  without  her  clothes  on.  Not  wanting  to  lose  him, 

Jan  went  along  with  these  activities,  even  as  they  escalated 
to  whippings  and  severe  beatings.  He  took  many  photo¬ 
graphs  of  her  nude  and  bound  and  was  constantly  introduc¬ 
ing  new  techniques  into  his  sexually  sadistic  repertoire. 

According  to  the  account  in  the  Perfect  Victim  (McGuire  and 
Norton,  1988),  Cameron  and  Janice  reached  an  understand¬ 
ing:  “It  was  a  tradeoff.  He  could  kidnap  someone  if  she  could 
have  someone  as  well.  She  wanted  a  baby”  (p.  23).  Thus 
began  this  most  bizarre  event  that  would  last  some  7  years. 

Colleen  was  hitchhiking  from  Oregon  to  California.  She 
turned  down  a  couple  of  offers  of  a  lift.  However,  when 
Cameron  and  his  wife  Jan,  who  was  holding  a  baby,  offered 
her  a  lift,  she  readily  accepted.  When  the  couple  remarked 
that  they  wanted  to  detour  to  see  some  sights,  Colleen 
thought  nothing  of  it,  even  though  the  area  was  becoming 
more  remote.  When  the  car  stopped,  Jan  left  the  vehicle  with 
the  baby.  Cameron  also  got  out  but  suddenly  was  in  the  back 
seat  threatening  Colleen  with  a  knife.  He  secured  her  hands 
with  handcuffs  and  blindfolded  her  with  a  piece  of  cloth. 

This  was  when  Colleen  was  introduced  to  the  “Head  Box.” 

According  to  McGuire  and  Norton  (1988),  “Its  construction 
was  deceptive,  for  though  it  was  made  of  plywood  and  was 
only  the  size  of  a  hatbox,  it  was  surprisingly  heavy,  weighing 
nearly  twenty  pounds.  Dense  insulation  was  sandwiched  in 
between  its  double  walls  and  it  was  hinged  with  metal...  It 
had  a  circular  hole  at  the  bottom.  It  shut  out  all  light.  It 
muffled  all  sound.  It  pinched  her  neck... The  carpeted  inte¬ 
rior  pressed  against  her  face...”  (pp.  8-9). 
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Colleen  was  secretly  transported  to  the  Hooker  home  and 
brought  down  to  the  basement  by  Cameron,  who  after  re¬ 
moving  the  “Head  Box”  but  keeping  the  blindfold  in  place, 
stripped  her  of  her  clothing.  Cameron  then  had  her  stand 
on  an  ice  chest,  during  which  time  he  replaced  the  handcuffs 
with  leather  bands,  which  were  secured  to  hooks  in  the  ceil¬ 
ing.  Suddenly,  her  support  was  kicked  out  from  beneath  her 
feet  and  she  hung  by  her  wrists,  twisting  and  kicking  her  feet 
out  as  she  tried  to  regain  her  footing.  Cameron  Hooker 
began  whipping  her  across  her  nude  body  and  yelling  to  her 
to  stop  kicking.  She  went  limp,  and  the  whipping  ceased.  He 
then  replaced  the  ice  chest  beneath  her  feet.  At  one  point 
during  this  torture,  Colleen  was  able  to  see  through  the 
bottom  of  her  blindfold.  She  saw  a  picture  of  a  naked  woman 
hanging  in  much  the  same  position  that  she  was  hanging. 
Apparently,  Cameron  was  using  his  sadistic  pornography  to 
script  his  fantasy  into  reality. 

These  whippings  and  hangings  would  continue  over  the 
years,  as  would  the  tight  confinement  in  the  wooden  box. 
During  this  time,  Cameron  took  hundred  of  pictures  of  Jan 
and  Colleen  in  bondage  scenarios.  He  processed  them  him¬ 
self.  Cameron  Hooker’s  depravity  increased. 

He  placed  a  heat  lamp  next  to  Colleen’s  skin  as  she  was 
hanging  and  watched  her  writhe  in  pain  as  it  burned.  He 
touched  her  with  live  electrical  wires.  He  hung  her  upside- 
down  and  bound  her  in  strange  ways.  He  made  her  orally 
copulate  him.  He  strangled  her  into  unconsciousness  and 
subjected  her  to  just  about  anything  he  could  imagine 
(McGuire  and  Norton,  1988). 

During  her  captivity,  Colleen  was  subjected  to  the  most  hor¬ 
rific  sexual  tortures  and  deprivations  one  can  imagine.  She 
was  totally  and  completely  isolated  from  the  outside  world. 
Her  dungeon  was  a  plywood  box.  When  she  was  out  of  the 
box,  she  was  chained.  She  was  kept  totally  nude  and  was 
made  to  perform  various  assignments  in  this  condition.  She 
was  coerced  into  signing  a  “Slave  Contract”  and  given  a  new 
name,  “K.” 

On  one  occasion,  Cameron  began  striking  matches  as  she 
hung  and  burned  both  of  her  breasts.  On  another  occasion, 
he  used  electricity  to  shock  and  burn  her.  He  got  so  carried 
away  that  he  ended  up  permanently  scarring  her  thighs.  He 
also  put  her  on  a  rack  that  he  designed  and  stretched  her 
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until  she  was  suffocating.  He  then  put  his  hands  around  her 
neck  and  strangled  her,  choking  her  into  unconsciousness. 
He  would  then  ease  his  grip. 

As  she  came  to,  he  squeezed  her  neck  again.  He  then  forced 
her  to  give  him  oral  sex.  He  also  forced  her  to  give  oral  sex 
to  his  wife  Jan  in  addition  to  the  repeated  rapes  and  oral 
sex  that  he  demanded  from  his  “slave”  (McGuire  and 
Norton,  1988). 

Hooker,  who  systematically  engaged  in  bizarre  tortures  with 
his  victim,  eventually  allowed  Colleen  out  of  her  box  for 
longer  periods  of  time.  She  was  advised  that  she  would  be 
allowed  to  work  and  let  out  of  the  house.  However,  to  ensure 
that  she  would  be  recognized  as  Hooker’s  slave,  he  would 
have  to  mark  her.  In  addition  to  the  burn  scars,  Hooker 
pierced  her  genitals  with  a  needle  and  inserted  a  gold  earring 
through  her  right  labia.  She  was  then  allowed  out  of  the 
house  to  work.  Then  without  reason,  she  was  put  back  into 
the  box,  where  she  remained  for  3  years. 

Three  years  later,  without  explanation,  Hooker  allowed  her 
out  of  the  box  full  time.  Hooker  was  so  confident  in  his 
control  over  Colleen  that  he  allowed  her  to  work  outside  the 
home.  However,  Hooker  did  not  realize  that  his  wife  wanted 
out  of  this  nightmare  and  helped  Colleen  as  they  made  their 
escape  and  went  to  the  authorities. 


Interview  Statement  of  a  Serial  Killer  —  A  Sexual  Sadist 


“Serial  Killer”  was  driving  through  Morgantown,  WV,  which  is  the  home 
of  West  Virginia  University.  On  one  particular  night,  while  “Serial  Killer” 
was  driving  around,  the  offender  spotted  two  female  hitchhikers  near  the 
downtown  campus.  The  offender  offered  the  two  girls  a  ride.  Once  he 
had  them  inside  his  car,  he  ordered  them  to  the  floorboard  of  his  car  at 
gunpoint.  “Serial  Killer”  then  drove  to  a  remote  area  and  forced  the  two 
young  women  to  engage  in  sex  with  him.  In  his  official  statement  to 
investigators,  as  follows,  “Serial  Killer”  described  what  took  place. 

Serial  Killer:  “I  was  cruising  around  looking  for  somebody 
to  pick  up,  because  I  can’t  have  normal  sex  with  nobody.  I 
have  to  have  abnormal  sex.  I  have  to  force  people  to  give  me 
what  I  want  or  I  don’t  have  no  ejaculation,  no  erection  or 
nothing... I  seen  a  couple  of  girls  on  the  corner  hitchhiking.” 
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Investigator:  “What  did  you  do  after  you  got  them  in 
the  car?” 

Serial  Killer:  “I  put  a  gun  on  them  and  made  them  lay  on 
the  floor.  I  told  them  that  if  they  didn’t  get  down  on  the 
floor,  I’d  blow  their  heads  off...  I  drove  on  the  road  for  a  long 
ways,  then  I  got  off  on  the  side  road.. .in  some  woods,  remote. 
It  was  remote  because  I  couldn’t  see  the  main  road...  I  parked 
with  them.” 

Investigator:  “And  then  what  happened?” 

Serial  Killer:  “I  parked  in  the  woods  and  I  made  the  one  girl 
get  up  and  I  put  handcuffs  on  her,  and  I  hooked  the  hand¬ 
cuffs  under  the  seat  of  the  car  because  it  was  like  a  little 
spring  or  hook,  part  of  the  seat  under  there  where  you  can 
hook  it.  This  was  in  the  front  part  of  the  car.  Then  I  made 
the  one  girl  crawl  over  the  top  seat  into  the  back.  I  had  a  gun 
on  her.  I  made  her  get  undressed.  I  had  abnormal  sex  with 
her.  I  ate  her  pussy.  I  licked  her  butt.  I  screwed  her  in  the 
butt.  I  made  her  get  down  on  me.  Then  I  had  sex  with  her 
on  the  front  of  her  vagina.” 

Investigator:  “Was  the  girl  in  the  front  seat  naked  or 
dressed?” 

Serial  Killer:  “She  was  dressed.  I  didn’t  take  her  clothes  off. 
I  didn’t  make  her  take  them  off.  I  didn’t  want  to  handle  both 
of  them  at  the  same  time.  The  other  one,  after  I  got  done 
having  sex  with  her,  I  was  still  hot  because  whenever  I  force 
somebody  I  just  stay  hard.  I  don’t  get  enough  right  away.” 

Investigator:  “Let  me  ask  you,  did  these  girls  say  anything 
to  you;  did  they  plead?” 

Serial  Killer:  “They  pleaded  with  me.  That  just  made  me 
harder.  That  excited  me  more.  They  asked  me  why  I  was 
doing  that  to  them  —  I  don’t  know,  different  stuff  like  that. 
But  I  just  told  them  to  shut  their  mouths  and  I  talked  very 
nasty  to  them. 

I  think  I  slapped  one  of  them  before  she  disobeyed  me,  but 
I  think  I  slapped  her  for  talking.  I  didn’t  want  her  to  talk.” 

Investigator:  “Okay  then,  what  did  you  do  after  you  got  done 
with  the  first  girl?” 
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Serial  Killer:  “I  made  her  get  in  the  front  seat  with  me  be¬ 
cause  I  didn’t  want  her  jumping  out  of  the  car,  getting  out 
some  way,  out  of  the  car.  So,  I  unfastened  the  other  girl.  I 
made  the  one  that  was  naked  get  back  down  on  the  floor.. .just 
took  the  handcuffs  off  her  and  told  her  to  get  naked,  get  her 
clothes  off.. .Then  I  made  both  of  them  get  in  the  back  seat... 

Then  I  made  them  both  have  unnatural  sex  with  themselves. 
I  made  the  blond  —  I  made  her  get  down  on  the  other  girl. 
I  made  her  get  down  on  her  knees  between  the  other  girl’s 
thighs  and  I  made  her  get  down  with  her  mouth  on  the  other 
girl.  And  I  couldn’t  resist  her  butt.  It  was  just  sticking  up  in 
the  air.  I  put  my  mouth  on  it.  I  wet  it  and  I  ran  my  penis 
up  her  rear.  But  I  told  her  if  she  screamed  I  would  kill  her 
or  if  she  took  her  mouth  off  the  other  girl  I  would  kill  her. 
And  when  I  rammed  it  in  she  screamed,  she  hollered  and 
when  I  got  done  doing  what  I  was  doing  to  her  in  the  rear 
I  slapped  her  in  the  face  a  few  times  pretty  hard  because  she 
disobeyed  me... 

After  I  got  done  doing  it  to  her  in  the  rear  and  slapping  her 
for  disobeying  me  when  she  got  up  and  screamed  —  because 
it  hurt  her,  she  said  —  but  I  didn’t  believe  her.  I  believe  she 
was  a  pig.” 

Investigator:  “So  then  what  did  you  do?”  ( Interviewer  uses 
first  name  of  the  killer) 

Serial  Killer:  “I  made  the  other  girl  do  the  same  thing.. .Get 
down  on  her  with  her  mouth.  I  did  the  same  thing  to  her, 
put  it  up  her  ass...” 

Investigator:  “What  happened  after  this?” 

Serial  Killer:  “After  that  I  had  one  of  them  sit  on  my  face...I 
made  the  one  straddle  my  thing  with  her  vagina,  pussy  or 
whatever.  I  don’t  like  to  say  this,  because  it  makes  me  seem 
sick.  It’s  unnatural.  It  embarrasses  me  to  say  it,  but  I  made 
her  do  it.” 

Investigator:  “What  did  you  make  her  do?” 

Serial  Killer:  “I  made  her  piss  in  my  mouth.” 

Investigator:  “You  made  one  of  them  piss  in  your  mouth?” 
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Serial  Killer:  “I  made  them  both  eventually,  but  I  had  the 
blond  sitting  on  my  face  and  I  made  her  piss  in  my  mouth.” 

Investigator:  “Then  what?” 

Serial  Killer:  “Then  that  stimulated  me  to  the  point  I  ejac¬ 
ulated  right  away,  and  the  other  girl  —  then  I  just  reversed 
it.  I  made  the  blond  get  down  there  and  sit  on  me  while  the 
other  girl  sat  on  my  face  and  did  the  same  thing... I  don’t 
know  why  it  turns  me  on.  I  know  I’m  sick.  I  didn’t  know 
why  I  did  that.  I  don’t  know  why  I  do  it.  I  don’t  know  why 
I  like  that  kind  of  sex  or  what  makes  me  do  it. 

Serial  Killer:  He  went  on  to  explain  that  when  he  was  18  years 
old  in  prison,  he  was  forced  into  anal  sex  and  forced  to  give 
blowjobs  by  the  other  cons. 

Investigator:  “After  they  got  done  doing  what  you  last  said 
about  urinating  in  your  mouth,  what  took  place  then?” 

Serial  Killer:  “Well,  I  didn’t  ejaculate  right  away  because 
after  —  it  took  me  a  little  while  to  ejaculate  in  the  other  girl 
while  I  was  eating  the  other  girl’s  vagina  and  licking  her  rear, 
the  one  that  was  sitting  on  my  face.  After  I  ejaculated  — 
they  weren’t  virgins.  They  didn’t  bleed.  They  couldn’t  have 
been  virgins.” 

Investigator:  “Okay,  so  what  went  on  after  that?” 

Serial  Killer:  “I  told  them  to  get  dressed.  But  I  may  have 
took  the  panties  and  bras.  I  don’t  know,  because  the  panties 
and  bras  turned  me  on.  They  make  me  hard,  whether  it’s  the 
panties  and  bras...” 

Investigator:  “But  you  told  them  to  get  dressed,  right?  Then 
what  did  you  do?” 

Serial  Killer:  “I  got  them  outside  the  car  and  shot  one  of 
them  in  the  head.” 

Investigator:  “Now  you  shot  one  of  them,  you  say?” 

Serial  Killer:  “I  shot  her  in  the  head.  When  she  fell  she  pulled 
the  other  one  down  or  knocked  her  off  balance  and  when  I 
shot  her  all  I  did  was  graze  her  because  it  didn’t  kill  her.  She 
was  laying  on  the  ground  crying  and  whimpering  and  beg- 
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ging  and  it  just  excited  me  sexually,  and  I  ran  back  in  the  car 
and  got  the  machete.” 

Investigator:  “Now  the  second  girl,  the  one  you  shot  second 
was  only  wounded,  right?  And  she  was  begging  and  whim¬ 
pering  and  all  that?” 

Serial  Killer:  “Yes.  Sexually  it  excited  me.” 

Investigator:  “What  did  you  do?” 

Serial  Killer:  “I  ran  back  to  car  and  I  got  the  machete  from 
under  the  front  seat  and  I  went  back  and  chopped  her  head 
off. 

Investigator:  “Which  one?” 

Serial  Killer:  “The  one  she  was  wounded,  and  I  chopped  the 
other  one,  I  cut  her  head  off  too.” 

Investigator;  “Then  what  did  you  do?” 

Serial  Killer:  “I  reached  a  climax,  because  the  blood  excited 
me... I  dragged  the  bodies  back  to  some  dead  branches  or 
logs  or  something  and  I  covered  them  up.” 

The  investigator  asked  for  some  more  clarification,  and  there 
was  a  discussion  about  the  exact  location  where  “Serial  Kill¬ 
er”  placed  the  bodies.  “Serial  Killer”  then  told  the  investigator 
that  he  removed  a  necklace  and  a  class  ring  and  a  watch  from 
the  girls. 

Investigator:  “Did  you  take  anything  back  to  the  car?” 

Serial  Killer:  “I  took  the  heads.  Up  where  the  car  was  at  I 
found  a  rag,  a  large  rag,  a  dirty  rag,  and  I  put  their  heads  in 
it... I  put  their  heads  in  the  back  seat  and  I  drove.” 

“Serial  Killer”  then  described  his  route  away  from  the  murder 
site  to  a  location  where  he  had  been  before. 

Serial  Killer:  “I  parked  up  in  there  and  I  had  sex  with  the 
heads.  I  got  naked  in  the  back  with  the  heads  and  I  was 
playing  with  myself  and  I  had  the  heads  between  my  thighs 
and  I  ejaculated  in  the  mouths.” 
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“Serial  Killer”  then  described  how  he  got  rid  of  the  heads.  “Serial 
Killer”  admitted  to  having  oral  and  anal  sex  with  the  girls,  having  the 
girls  urinate  in  his  mouth,  and  forcing  the  two  to  engage  in  sex  with 
one  another.  The  “Serial  Killer”  did  not  admit  that  he  also  forced  one 
of  the  females  to  defecate  in  his  mouth.  (Author’s  files) 

Literature  Depictions  of  Serial  Murderers  as  “Psychopathic 
Sexual  Sadists ” 

Among  the  number  of  paraphilias  discussed  in  De  River’s  (1958)  often- 
cited  work,  Crime  and  Sexual  Psychopath,  is  lust  murder.  De  River  speaks 
of  sadism  as  a  compelling  element  in  some  lust  murders;  in  others, 
arousal  is  not  derived  from  the  infliction  of  pain  and  suffering  of  the 
victim  but  rather  from  the  act  of  killing.  In  this  latter  case,  however,  as 
with  necrophiles,  De  River  (1958)  recognized  that  even  though  the 
offender  may  not  witness  any  prolonged  degree  of  suffering  on  the  part 
of  the  victim,  he  is  likely  to  “[call]  upon  his  imagination  and  fancy  to 
supply  him  with  the  necessary  engrams  to  satisfy  his  craving  for  his 
depravity.  This  is  not  unlike  lust  murderers,  who  torture  victims  before 
killing  them  and  then  recall  “an  after-image  (engram)  of  the  sensation 
produced  by  the  physical  torture  and  mutilation,  extending  beyond  time 
and  space”  (p.  276).  The  sadistic  scenario  is  thus  conjured  in  the  imag¬ 
ination,  be  it  a  recreation  of  the  actual  crime  scene  or  the  product  of 
fantasy.  In  each  instance,  lust  murders  are  viewed  as  behaviors  of  sadistic 
sexual  psychopaths. 

Neustatter  (1957)  devotes  a  chapter  in  his  book,  The  Mind  of  the 
Murderer,  to  the  sadistic  and  mutilative  sexual  homicides  of  Neville  Heath. 
The  title  of  the  chapter  is  “Neville  Heath  —  The  Psychopathic  Sadist.” 
Neustatter  described  Heath  using  the  actual  terms  psychopathic  and  sex¬ 
ual  sadist.  He  explained: 

The  element  of  illness  lies  in  the  psychopathy,  and,  if 
it  may  be  so  put,  the  badness  in  a  man  like  Heath  lies 
in  making  no  attempt  to  avoid  situations  in  which  he 
is  likely  to  succumb  to  his  dreadful  urges;  thus,  within 
a  few  weeks  of  one  murder,  he  commits  a  second....  The 
lack  of  sexual  control  in  Heath’s  case  is  in  perfect  keep¬ 
ing  with  his  utter  lack  of  concern  and  disregard  for  the 
suffering  or  welfare  of  others  in  any  direction,  (p.  122) 
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...serial  murderers  are  almost  routinely  characterized 
in  media  accounts  and  much  legal  documentation  as 
“psychopaths”  or  “sociopaths,”  which  he  notes  are 
terms  that  were  superseded  by  the  diagnostic  category 
“antisocial  personality  disorder”  by  the  psychiatric 
community  in  its  1968  revision  of  the  American  Psy¬ 
chiatric  Association’s  Diagnostic  and  Statistical  Man¬ 
ual  of  Mental  Disorders  (DSM).  (p.  122) 

A  reading  of  Brittain’s  (1970)  work  on  the  sadistic  murderer: 

...reveals  that  such  individuals  are  unconcerned  with 
the  moral  implications  of  their  brutality.  They  are  ex¬ 
cited  by  the  sight  of  suffering  and  helplessness  of  their 
victims,  whom  they  experience  as  objects,  and  usually 
kill  by  strangulation,  apparently  because  of  their  total 
control  over  the  victim  that  this  method  offers  them. 

Because  it  appears  that  a  substantial  proportion  of  male  serial  mur¬ 
derers  violate  their  victims  sexually,  it  is  important  to  examine  the  role 
sexual  behavior  has  in  the  killings.  Hucker  et  al.  (1988)  diagnosed  43% 
of  their  sample  of  5 1  sexually  aggressive  men  as  sadists,  according  to  DSM 
criteria.  Dietz  (1986),  like  Brittain  before  him,  contended  that  the 
paraphilia  most  frequently  associated  with  sex  murders  is  sadism.  In  fact, 
of  serial  killers,  Dietz  stated  (1986),  “[wjhile  every  serial  killer  is  mentally 
disordered,  nearly  all  are  psychopathic  sexual  sadists,  and  few,  if  any,  are 
psychotic.  Psychotic  offenders  rarely  have  the  wherewithal  repeatedly  to 
escape  apprehension”  (p.  483). 

Arbolita-Florez  and  Holley  (1985)  concluded  from  their  research  on 
multiple  murderers  that  most  are  sexual  sadists  who  derive  great  satisfac¬ 
tion  from  the  publicity  surrounding  their  cases,  in  addition  to  the  sexual 
mutilations  or  deaths  they  cause.  Berger  (1984)  “found  from  his  inter¬ 
views  of  a  number  of  recognized  experts  on  serial  murder  who  themselves 
had  conducted  extensive  interviews  with  serial  killers  that  they  concluded 
‘most  serial  killers  are  sexual  sadists’”  (p.  A13).  In  his  discussion  of  a  serial 
murderer  who  was  convicted  of  killing  two  young  women  and  one  teenage 
girl,  and  who  confessed  to  more  than  two  dozen  other  killings  across  five 
states  during  the  1970s,  Meloy  (1992)  described  Theodore  Bundy  as  “a 
contemporary  sexual  psychopath”  (p.  108).  Moreover,  he  spoke  of  other 
sexually  psychopathic  serial  murderers  and  entertained  the  contention  by 
Lunde  and  Morgan  (1980),  among  others,  that  there  is  a  temporal  cou- 
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pling  of  erotic  stimulation  and  violence  in  the  childhood  histories  of  what 
they  call  sexually  psychopathic  serial  murderers. 

In  their  1997  study,  Geberth  and  Turco  compiled  a  list  of  387  serial 
killers  in  the  United  States  from  the  earliest  available  data  to  December, 
1993.  This  population  was  then  examined  for  evidence  that  the  serial 
murderer  violated  his  victim  sexually.  A  total  of  248  serial  killers  of  387 
violated  their  victims  sexually. 

This  primary  sample  of  248  included  four  female  serial  killers  and  12 
unapprehended  killers.  Because  the  study  concentrated  on  male  serial 
killers  who  violated  their  victims  sexually,  the  authors  eliminated  the  four 
female  killers  and  the  unapprehended  serial  killers  from  the  primary 
sample,  resulting  in  232  identified  male  serial  killers.  The  authors  used  a 
case  history  evaluation  protocol  based  upon  the  DSM-IV  criteria  of  anti¬ 
social  personality  disorder  (301.70)  and  sexual  sadism  (302.84)  to  exam¬ 
ine  the  population  of  the  232  male  serial  killers  who  violated  their  victims 
sexually.  Examination  of  the  data  sources  for  those  232  killers  revealed 
enough  information  to  complete  the  protocols  for  only  68  of  the  offend¬ 
ers.  The  behaviors  of  these  68  subjects  were  suitably  described  as  psycho¬ 
pathic  sexual  sadism  (Geberth  and  Turco,  1997). 

Classic  Examples  of  Psychopathic  Sexual  Sadism:  Case  History 

The  serial  murders  committed  by  Lawrence  Bittaker  and  Roy 
Norris  were  classic  examples  of  the  phenomenon  of  psycho¬ 
pathic  sexual  sadism.  In  fact,  I  use  this  case  in  my  class 
presentations  to  demonstrate  the  psychodynamics  of  this 
behavior.  Bittaker  and  Norris,  who  were  both  diagnosed  as 
psychopaths,  met  in  prison.  While  in  prison,  they  discovered 
that  they  had  a  mutual  interest  in  dominating,  hurting,  and 
raping  women.  Norris  was  in  prison  for  rape,  and  Bittaker 
was  in  prison  for  felonious  assault.  In  their  discussion  of 
rape,  Bittaker  told  Norris  that  if  he  ever  raped  a  woman,  he 
would  kill  her  so  there  would  not  be  any  witness.  They 
decided  that  when  they  got  out,  they  would  form  a  partner¬ 
ship  and  “Kill  them  a  bunch  of  bitches.” 

Bittaker  was  released  first,  followed  by  Norris.  They  began 
spending  weekends  together  in  the  South  Bay  area  of  Los 
Angeles.  They  would  drive  up  and  down  the  Pacific  Coast 
Highway  and  check  out  the  young  bikini-clad  women  on  the 
beach.  They  began  to  discuss  a  plan  to  kidnap  and  rape  one 
of  these  young  women.  However,  first  they  would  need  the 
proper  vehicle.  They  settled  on  a  cargo  van  that  had  a  sliding 
door  with  no  windows  on  the  side.  The  plan  was  to  pull  up 
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to  the  victim  and  drag  her  into  the  van.  Bittaker  also  sound¬ 
proofed  the  van  so  that  if  one  of  their  victims  screamed,  she 
would  not  be  heard. 

They  soon  discovered  that  there  were  plenty  of  female  hitch¬ 
hikers  more  than  willing  to  jump  into  their  van.  Bittaker  and 
Norris  began  picking  up  female  hitchhikers  for  practice. 
However,  they  realized  they  would  need  a  place  to  take  their 
victim  once  she  was  kidnapped.  Bittaker  and  Norris  drove 
to  a  remote  area  in  the  San  Gabriel  Mountains.  There  were 
a  number  of  private  trails,  secured  by  locks.  They  looked  for 
the  rustiest  lock,  broke  it,  and  replaced  it  with  one  of  their 
own  locks.  Now  they  had  a  place  to  bring  their  victim.  They 
had  established  their  own  comfort  zone,  where  no  one  would 
interfere  with  them,  and  they  could  do  what  they  wished 
with  their  victim  and  not  worry  about  getting  caught.  There 
would  be  five  young  women  raped  and  murdered  within  5 
months  by  these  psychopathic  sexual  sadists. 

Their  first  victim  was  a  16  year  old  whom  they  snatched  off 
the  street.  She  was  taken  to  their  comfort  zone  in  the  San 
Gabriel  Mountains,  where  she  was  raped  and  forced  to 
perform  oral  sex  on  both  offenders.  They  then  decided  to 
kill  her.  Norris  tried  to  strangle  her,  but  she  was  not  dying. 
Bittaker  took  a  wire  coat  hanger,  put  it  around  the  young 
girl’s  neck,  and  tightened  it  with  a  pair  of  vise-grip  pliers. 
Her  body  was  then  tossed  off  one  of  the  steep  canyons. 
Bittaker  told  Norris  not  to  worry  about  it,  because  the 
animals  would  eat  her  up,  and  there  would  not  be  any 
evidence. 

One  month  later,  Bittaker  and  Norris  were  on  the  hunt  again. 
This  time,  they  spotted  an  18-year-old  hitchhiker.  However, 
before  they  could  move  in,  the  young  lady  jumped  into  a 
white  convertible.  Bittaker  and  Norris  figured  that  sooner  or 
later  she  would  be  dropped  off,  so  they  followed  her.  When 
she  got  out  of  the  car,  she  started  hitchhiking  again.  Norris 
hid  in  the  back  of  the  van  as  Bittaker  pulled  up  alongside 
her  and  asked  if  she  needed  a  ride.  She  got  in,  and  shortly 
thereafter,  Norris  came  up  behind  her  and  subdued  the 
screaming  young  woman.  As  before,  they  took  her  up  to  their 
comfort  zone,  where  both  offenders  repeatedly  raped  her. 
Bittaker  took  some  photos  of  the  young  woman,  which 
showed  the  terror  in  her  eyes.  Bittaker  told  her  that  he  was 
going  to  kill  her,  because  he  wanted  to  see  the  expression  on 
her  face.  Bittaker  killed  this  victim  by  jamming  an  ice  pick 
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into  her  ears  and  then  strangling  her.  Her  body  was  also 
thrown  off  a  cliff. 

Two  months  later,  Bittaker  and  Norris  were  on  the  “hunt” 
again.  This  time  they  picked  up  two  teenagers,  who  turned 
out  to  be  only  15  and  13  years  old.  The  girls,  who  accepted 
the  ride,  were  offered  a  couple  of  marijuana  joints.  The  girls 
thought  they  were  getting  a  ride  to  the  beach.  When  Bittaker 
started  driving  toward  the  mountains,  the  girls  started  pro¬ 
testing.  The  two  men,  who  bound  and  gagged  them  with 
tape,  quickly  subdued  them.  Bittaker  and  Norris  then  drove 
toward  their  comfort  zone  in  the  San  Gabriel  Mountains, 
where  they  kept  their  prisoners  for  2  days.  The  young  girls 
were  repeatedly  raped  and  tortured.  This  time,  the  two  psy¬ 
chopathic  sexual  sadists  tape  recorded  the  sessions.  When 
they  finished,  both  girls  were  savagely  killed  by  strangulation. 
One  of  the  victims  had  an  ice  pick  jammed  into  her  ear,  and 
the  other  had  her  head  battered  with  a  sledgehammer.  Once 
again,  both  bodies  were  tossed  over  a  steep  cliff. 

Victim  number  five  was  16-year-old  “Shirley.”  Once  she  was 
in  the  van,  she  was  bound  and  gagged.  This  time,  Bittaker 
and  Norris  decided  they  would  torture  and  rape  her  in  the 
van  as  they  drove  along  the  streets.  Bittaker  wanted  to  tape 
record  the  session  so  they  could  play  it  for  their  next  victim. 
While  Norris  was  driving,  Bittaker  started  torturing  the 
young  girl  with  a  hammer  and  a  pair  of  pliers.  Bittaker  raped 
and  sodomized  her  and  forced  her  to  perform  fellatio  on 
him.  He  then  had  her  speak  into  a  tape  recorder  and  describe 
for  him  what  she  had  been  forced  to  do.  But,  Bittaker  wanted 
her  to  use  street  terms.  He  said  to  her,  “Are  you  sucking  on 
my  dick?”  He  said  “Go  ahead  say  it,  ‘Dick.”  Bittaker  then  said 
to  her,  “What  are  you  doing?”  The  victim  answered,  “I’m 
sucking  on  your  dick.”  Bittaker  then  said,  “Do  you  like  suck¬ 
ing  on  my  dick?”  and  the  victim  was  forced  to  say,  “I  do,  I 
do.”  This  outrageous  behavior  is  consistent  with  sexual  sa¬ 
dism  and  confirms  that  the  suffering  of  the  victim,  physical 
and  psychological,  is  sexually  arousing  to  the  offender.  Bit- 
taker  and  Norris  tortured  their  victim  without  the  least  bit 
of  concern  or  trepidation. 

During  these  atrocious  assaults,  Bittaker  was  hitting  her  on 
the  right  elbow  to  make  her  scream  for  the  tape  recorder. 
The  author  has  a  copy  of  this  tape,  which  is  the  most  dis¬ 
turbing  and  heinous  example  of  human  depravity  I  have  ever 
listened  to.  In  fact,  at  the  conclusion  of  this  horrific  tape, 
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you  cannot  even  tell  that  the  voice  is  that  of  a  once  vivacious 
young  woman.  It  is  the  odious  sound  of  an  extremely  cruel 
and  evil  death,  as  she  succumbs  to  the  sadistic  torture  (Au¬ 
thor’s  files). 

Below  is  a  description  and  partial  transcript  of  this  tape  as 
reported  by  Markman  and  Bosco  in  their  book,  Alone  with 
the  Devil:  Famous  Case  of  a  Courtroom  Psychiatrist  (1989): 

“Start  the  van,”  Bittaker  said.  Then  he  slapped  Shirley. 

“Say  something,  girl,  huh?” 

He  slapped  her  again.  “Huh.”  He  struck  her  harder. 

“What  do  you  want  me  to  say?”  Shirley  asked. 

“Huh,  huh,”  Bittaker  mocked  her. 

“Say  something,  girl.” 

Then  he  slapped  her  three  times  and  mocked  her  again, 
“Don’t  you  hit  me!”  “Huh,  huh,”  Shirley  moaned. 

“Say  something  girl,”  he  insisted. 

“Ouch.” 

Bittaker  slapped  her  again,  and  she  screamed. 

“Say  something.”  He  slapped  her  again. 

“C’mon,  you  can  scream  louder  than  that,  can’t  you?" 

He  struck  her,  twice  more,  grunting  “Huh”  as  his  blows  de¬ 
scended  on  the  helpless  young  woman. 

“What’s  the  matter,  don’t  you  like  to  scream?” 

He  struck  her  repeatedly.  Shirley  screamed  louder,  and  Bittaker 
struck  her  repeatedly. 

“Oh  no!”  she  cried. 

“What’s  the  matter,  huh,  you  want  to  try  again?” 
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“Oh  no,”  she  screamed.  “Don’t  touch  me,  no.” 

“Huh?  You  want  to  try  again?” 

“Oh  no,  don’t  touch  me,  no,  don’t  touch  me,”  she  cried. 

“Want  to  try  again?” 

“No,  no,  no,  no,  no,  no,  no!” 

“Roll  over,  girl,”  Bittaker  ordered. 

“No,  don’t  touch  me.” 

“Roll  over.” 

“Don’t  touch  me.” 

“Start  getting  to  work,  girl.” 

“Don’t  touch  me,  don’t  touch  me!” 

Bittaker  slapped  her  hard. 

“Get  to  work,  girl.” 

“Don’t  touch  me.” 

“I’m  not  asking  you,  I’m  telling  you!” 

As  Shirley  started  to  cry,  Bittaker  ordered  her  to  roll  over. 
“C’mon,  c’mon,  c’mon.” 

Then  he  forced  her  to  fellate  him  and  describe  to  him  what  she 
was  doing.  As  she  obeyed  his  orders,  he  struck  her  and  ordered 
her  to  “Scream,  baby... if  it  hurts  anytime  you  want  to  scream 
go  ahead  and  scream.  ..scream,  baby,  scream  some  more  baby.” 

When  Shirley  had  trouble  screaming  loud  enough  to  suit  him, 
Bittaker  fumbled  through  his  toolbox  and  came  up  with  a  pair 
of  pliers.  First,  he  threatened  Shirley  with  them  and  got  her  to 
scream  more  convincingly.  Then  he  started  squeezing  Shirley’s 
nipples  with  the  pliers. 


‘Is  the  recorder  going?”  he  asked  Norris. 
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“Yeah,”  Norris  replied. 

Shirley  screamed.  “No,  no,  no!  Oh  no!”  Then  she  wailed  in 
pain. 

“Make  noise  there,  girl,”  Norris  urged  as  he  traded  places  with 
Bittaker. 

“Go  ahead  and  scream  or  I’ll  make  you  scream.” 

Shirley  moaned  unintelligibly. 

“Oh  yeah,”  Norris  cheered. 

“Oh...”  Shirley  moaned  in  pain. 

“Scream!”  Norris  ordered.  Then  he  struck  her  on  the  elbow 
with  the  hammer. 

Shirley  screamed,  “I’ll  scream  if  you  stop  hitting  me.”  Then  she 
screamed. 

“Keep  it  up,  girl.” 

Shirley  screamed. 

“Keep  it  up.” 

Shirley  screamed. 

“More!” 

Shirley  screamed  again. 

“Till  I  say  stop.” 

Shirley  screamed,  and  then  cried  out  “Oh  no!”  as  she  saw  Norris 
going  for  the  hammer  again.  As  he  struck  her  again  and  again 
on  the  elbow,  the  young  woman  screamed  once  for  all  of  the  25 
times  he  struck  her.  At  one  point,  she  may  have  tried  to  say 
something,  but  her  voice  had  become  an  unintelligible  mass  of 
pain.  Bittaker  asked  what  was  going  on. 

“I  was  just  beating  on  her  elbows  with  this  hammer,”  Norris 
replied. 
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Shirley  screamed  again. 

“What  are  you  sniveling  about?”  Norris  asked  her. 

Then  he  started  hitting  her  with  the  hammer  again,  and  the 
sounds  of  the  beating  mixed  with  the  sounds  of  the  screaming 
and  went  on  and  on  and  on  (Markman  and  Bosco,  1989,  pp. 

266-268). 

This  tape  ended  with  the  nonstop  screaming  and  palpable  pain  of  the 
victim,  whose  voice  was  rendered  unintelligible  from  the  strain  on  her 
throat.  It  should  be  noted  that  the  detective  assigned  to  this  case  who  had 
to  transcribe  its  contents  had  to  retire  on  a  medical  due  to  a  nervous 
breakdown  he  suffered  as  a  direct  result  of  this  outrage. 

Bittaker  killed  her  by  wrapping  a  wire  coat  hanger  around  her  throat 
and  twisting  the  wire  tighter  around  her  neck  with  his  vise  grips.  Bittaker 
decided  that  this  time  they  would  leave  the  body  on  someone’s  front  lawn 
to  see  what  kind  of  reaction  it  would  generate  in  the  press.  They  got  more 
than  they  bargained  for.  There  was  an  immediate  public  outrage,  and  the 
authorities  began  looking  into  whether  the  other  missing  girls  were  linked 
to  this  event. 

Bittaker  and  Norris  were  arrested  as  a  result  of  Norris’s  bragging  to  a 
former  prison  buddy.  This,  coupled  with  an  identification  of  Bittaker  and 
Norris  by  a  live  rape  victim,  provided  the  authorities  with  enough  prob¬ 
able  cause  to  bring  them  in  for  questioning.  Eventually,  Norris  admitted 
his  part  in  the  series  of  slayings  and  worked  out  a  plea  bargain  in  exchange 
for  information,  which  included  the  tape  recording  that  would  convict 
Bittaker.  Norris  was  sentenced  to  45  years  to  life.  Bittaker  was  originally 
sentenced  to  death,  but  a  liberal  California  jurist  commuted  that  sentence 
(Author’s  files). 

The  psychopathic  sexual  sadist  tends  to  be  callous  and  cold-blooded 
when  dealing  with  his  victims,  who  he  considers  little  more  than  objects 
for  self-gratification.  These  types  of  offenders  inflict  pain  to  create  suf¬ 
fering  and  elicit  a  desired  response  from  the  victim.  They  demand  obe¬ 
dience  and  submission  and  feed  off  the  fear  and  terror  they  create.  When 
the  psychopathic  sexual  sadist  is  through  humiliating  and  “using”  his 
victim  to  satisfy  his  sexual  needs,  he  simply  disposes  of  them  without  the 
least  remorse  or  concern. 

In  Chapter  3,  the  author  provides  the  reader  with  the  personal  writ¬ 
ings  and  journal  entries  of  a  serial  rapist,  who  is  described  as  a  psycho¬ 
pathic  sexual  sadist,  that  proved  to  be  rich  and  reliable  sources  of 
information  not  only  about  him  as  an  offender,  but  about  his  personality 
as  well.  This  narcissistic  offender  meticulously  detailed  the  most  mun- 
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dane  details  of  his  day-to-day  personal  life  and  his  sexual  fantasies  about 
rape  and  vividly  described  how  he  stalked  dozens  of  women,  who  he 
planned  on  abducting  and  sexually  assaulting.  He  was  a  man  obsessed 
with  his  weight  and  looks,  jogging,  health  clubs,  strippers,  pornography, 
and  tennis. 

In  Chapter  12,  the  author  presents  an  excellent  case  history  example 
of  the  reality  of  psychopathic  sexual  sadism  in  the  Sex  Torture  serial 
murder  case  investigation.  Psychopathic  sexual  sadism  and  sexual  arousal 
from  physical  suffering,  humiliation,  and  control  of  the  victim  are  at  the 
core  of  serial  homicide.  This  psychodynamic  is  not  only  considered  a 
chronic  disorder  but  also  has  within  its  core  an  element  of  progression. 
As  the  offender  continues  his  sexual  assaults,  he  progresses,  and  the  events 
become  more  sadistic  as  he  begins  to  experiment  with  his  victims. 

I  consider  the  actions  of  the  psychopathic  sexual  sadist  to  be  the  total 
and  absolute  evil  of  humankind.  According  to  Merriam-Webster’s  Colle¬ 
giate  Dictionary  (2001),  evil  is  defined  as  “A  morally  reprehensible:  sinful, 
wicked  impulse  arising  from  actual  or  imputed  bad  character  or  conduct: 
causing  discomfort  or  repulsion  offensive  and/or  pernicious”  (p.  401). 

I  suggest  that  the  concept  of  a  psychology  of  evil  (Geberth,  1996)  best 
describes  this  phenomenon. 

A  Psychology  of  Evil 
What  Constitutes  Evil? 

According  to  Webster’s  New  World  Dictionary  (1983),  evil  is:  (1)  anything 
morally  bad  or  wrong;  wickedness;  depravity;  sin;  (2)  anything  that 
induces  harm,  pain,  misery,  disaster,  etc. 

Clinically  speaking,  the  term  evil  does  not  appear  in  psychiatric  lex¬ 
icon.  However,  the  clinical  diagnoses  of  Anti-Social  Personality  Disorder 
301.7  and  Sexual  Sadism  302.84  as  found  in  DSM-IV  (American  Psychi¬ 
atric  Association,  1994)  and  Sadistic  Personality  Disorder  as  defined  in 
DSM-III-RIV  (American  Psychiatric  Association,  1987)  as  well  as  “Malig¬ 
nant  Narcissism”  (Kernberg,  1982,  1990)  and  Hare’s  “Psychopathy”  (1993, 
1999,  2000)  address  the  specific  conduct  and  behaviors  that  one  could 
define  in  layman’s  terms  as  evil. 

Peck  (1983)  characterized  malignant  narcissism  as  an  unsubmitted 
will.  He  wrote,  “All  adults  who  are  mentally  healthy  submit  themselves 
one  way  or  another  to  something  higher  than  themselves,  be  it  God  or 
truth  or  love  or  some  other  ideal”  (p.  78).  They  continued  by  stating  that 
individuals  submit  themselves  to  the  demands  of  their  own  conscience. 
But,  Peck  (1983)  said,  “Not  so  the  evil,  however.  In  the  conflict  between 
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their  guilt  and  their  will,  it  is  the  guilt  that  must  go  and  the  will  that  must 
win”  (p.  78).  The  psychopath  is  determined  to  have  his  own  way  and 
exercises  his  free  will  in  an  attempt  to  control  others. 

The  terms  psychopath  and  sociopath  certainly  define  perverse,  amoral, 
and  asocial  conduct  that  is  considered  harmful  to  society.  However,  the 
author  prefers  to  use  Hare’s  description  of  psychopathy  as  it  applies  to 
offenders  who  engaged  in  the  type  of  sadistic  sexual  assaults  and  homi¬ 
cides  as  defined  within  this  chapter. 

Looking  at  the  concept  of  evil  theologically,  major  religious  factions 
throughout  the  world  condemn  evil  in  their  scriptures  and  beliefs.  Each 
religion  has  key  beliefs  that  speak  of  a  supernatural  being  who  has  love 
for  all  creatures  and  insists  on  justice  and  mercy  for  all  people,  and  where 
a  supernatural  being  rewards  the  good  and  punishes  the  evil. 

Sociologically,  humans  are  part  of  a  social  system  that  requires  that 
we  conduct  ourselves  in  a  manner  considered  appropriate  and  deemed 
acceptable  by  the  society  in  which  we  interact.  Each  society  and  social 
system  establishes  rules  and  laws  designed  to  maintain  order  and  allow 
for  an  organized  social  life.  In  our  society,  murder  is  against  the  law  and 
represents  an  evil  against  the  social  system. 

Clinically,  theologically,  and  socially,  life  is  considered  good  and  pre¬ 
cious.  Goodness  is  the  opposite  of  evil  in  that  it  supports  and  nourishes 
life.  Evil  seeks  to  kill  life  and  represents  anything  that  opposes  life.  Murder, 
which  is  not  necessary  for  biological  survival,  is  evil,  and  I  propose  that 
serial  murder,  which  is  murder  committed  in  the  context  of  expressing  a 
perverse  and  selfish  sexuality,  represents  the  ultimate  evil. 

Application  of  Psychology 

Applying  the  Freudian  concepts  of  the  id,  the  ego,  and  the  superego  to 
serial  murders  allows  us  to  gain  additional  psychological  insight  into  the 
psyche  of  the  offender.  Sigmund  Freud  proposed  that  the  id  was  the  source 
of  instinctual  drives,  which  are  both  constructive  and  destructive. 

The  id  is  completely  selfish  and  concerned  only  with  immediate  grat¬ 
ification  of  instinctual  needs,  without  reference  to  reality  or  moral  con¬ 
siderations.  It  operates  on  what  is  called  the  pleasure  principle.  However, 
it  cannot  undertake  the  actions  needed  to  meet  instinctual  demands. 

The  id  needs  the  ego,  which  mediates  between  the  demands  of  the  id 
and  the  realities  of  the  external  world.  The  basic  function  of  the  ego  is  to 
meet  the  demands  of  the  id,  but  in  such  a  way  as  to  ensure  the  well-being 
and  survival  of  the  individual.  This  requires  reason  and  other  intellectual 
resources  for  dealing  with  the  external  over  id  demands;  this  is  referred 
to  as  the  reality  principle.  Freud  viewed  id  demands,  especially  sexual  and 
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aggressive  strivings,  as  inherently  in  conflict  with  rules  and  prohibitions 
imposed  by  society. 

The  superego  is  an  outgrowth  of  learning  the  taboos  and  moral  values 
of  society.  It  is  essentially  what  we  refer  to  as  conscience,  and  it  is  con¬ 
cerned  with  right  and  wrong.  As  the  superego  develops,  it  becomes  an 
additional  inner  control  system  that  copes  with  the  uninhibited  desires 
of  the  id  (Coleman,  Butcher,  and  Carson,  1984). 

In  the  case  of  a  serial  murderer,  his  inner  police  officer  or  conscience 
is  either  absent  or  off-duty.  In  either  event,  the  conscience  is  “unavailable 
for  patrol”  or  control  of  the  instinctual  demands  of  the  id.  A  serial  mur¬ 
derer  kills  in  order  to  satisfy  his  lust  or  id  impulses.  However,  being  quite 
devious  and  clever,  he  is  fully  aware  of  the  criminality  of  his  actions  and 
will  not  commit  a  murder  when  there  is  an  external  police  officer  watch¬ 
ing.  His  ego  works  to  ensure  his  well-being  in  what  has  been  described 
as  the  reality  principle. 

Fromm,  who  wrote  the  book,  The  Heart  of  Man:  Its  Genius  for  Good 
and  Evil  (1964),  saw  the  genesis  of  evil  as  a  developmental  process,  “We 
are  not  created  evil  or  forced  to  be  evil,  but  we  become  evil  slowly  over 
a  period  of  time  through  a  long  series  of  choices”  (in  Peck,  1983,  p.  82). 

“There  are  people,  both  in  and  out  of  jail,  who  seem  utterly  lacking 
in  conscience  or  superego... Conscienceless,  psychopaths  appear  to  be 
bothered  or  worried  by  very  little,  including  their  own  criminality”  (Peck, 
1983,  p.  82). 

If  we  apply  free  will  and  freedom  of  choice  to  a  serial  killer’s  murder¬ 
ous  and  sadistic  activities,  we  are  confronted  by  the  reality  of  an  evil 
human  predator,  an  evil  entity,  who  has  made  a  conscious  decision  to 
kill.  Someone  who,  as  Fromm  suggests,  made  a  choice  between  good  and 
evil.  An  evil  person  is  characteristically  hedonistic  and  feels  superior  to 
other  human  beings. 

Serial  murderers  are  extremely  selfish  and  narcissistic.  Their  goals  are 
power  and  sexual  gratification.  Despite  any  intrapsychic  conflict  between 
guilt  and  an  ability  to  exercise  his  free  will,  the  serial  murderer  opts  for 
free  will  and  chooses  to  do  evil. 

Therefore,  I  propose  that  serial  murder  is  representative  of  a  psychol¬ 
ogy  of  evil. 

The  Psychopathic  Personality 

Most  serial  murders  are  psychopathic  sexual  sadists.  If  you  could  crawl 
into  their  minds  and  examine  the  elements  of  their  psyches,  you  would 
find  their  superegos  or  consciences  missing.  This  is  perhaps  the  most 
significant  characteristic  of  the  psychopath,  because  it  allows  full  and 
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violent  expression  without  significant  hesitation,  guilt,  shame,  or  remorse. 
He  knows  right  from  wrong  —  he  simply  does  not  care. 

A  psychopath  lacks  the  internal  prohibitions,  or  conscience,  that  keeps 
most  of  us  from  giving  full  expression  to  primitive  and  sometimes  violent 
impulses.  Psychopaths  are  impulsive,  devious,  selfish,  emotionally  imma¬ 
ture,  and  extremely  hedonistic.  They  have  short-term  goals  that  are  usu¬ 
ally  centered  on  power  and  pleasure,  and  they  tend  to  treat  people  as 
objects  to  be  exploited,  manipulated,  or  destroyed.  They  have  no  empathy 
for  the  needs  of  others.  Their  acts  and  whatever  feelings  accompany  them 
are  the  goals. 

The  Serial  Murderer 

In  psychiatric  terminology,  a  serial  killer  may  be  classified  as  having  an 
antisocial  personality  disorder  or  be  diagnosed  as  psychotic,  basically 
meaning  that  he  is  suffering  from  a  psychosis  and  is  out  of  touch  with 
reality.  The  diagnosis  is  based  upon  the  information  obtained  during  an 
examination,  clinical  interviews,  and  the  facts  as  presented  to  the  clinician. 

But  in  my  experience  as  a  homicide  investigator,  serial  killers  are  rarely 
psychotic.  They  are  more  properly  defined  as  sexual  psychopaths  or  psy¬ 
chopathic  sexual  sadists,  depending  on  the  circumstances  of  the  homicide 
and  what  was  done  to  the  victim. 

They  obviously  have  profound  personality  disorders,  but  they  are 
keenly  aware  of  their  own  criminality,  and  certainly  are  not  out  of  touch 
with  reality.  If  serial  killers  were  psychotic,  they  would  not  be  as  successful 
in  eluding  the  police. 

One  could  propose  that  a  psychotic  killer  strikes  because  his  psychosis 
drives  him  to  kill.  An  example  of  this  type  of  serial  killer  would  be  Richard 
Trenton  Chase,  “The  Vampire  Killer”  (Geberth,  1996),  who  reportedly 
attempted  to  replenish  his  blood  supply,  which  he  believed  was  being 
dried  up  by  aliens  from  outer  space  in  flying  saucers. 

Based  upon  my  research  and  personal  experience  with  such  offenders, 
I  suggest  that  psychopathic  killers  who  are  serial  murderers  kill  because 
they  like  to  kill.  These  killers  have  conscious  and  detailed  plans  for  mur¬ 
der.  They  certainly  know  right  from  wrong  —  they  just  do  not  give  a 
damn.  Their  fundamental  machinery  of  conscience,  responsibility,  and 
feeling  for  fellow  human  beings  is  totally  lacking.  Their  will  to  do  evil 
takes  precedence  over  humanity.  These  people  take  and  destroy  lives 
without  the  least  bit  of  hesitation  or  remorse,  because  they  are  evil.  There 
are  a  number  of  serial  murder  cases  that  can  be  cited  to  illustrate  the  evil 
that  I  am  trying  to  convey  within  this  chapter.  I  decided  to  mention  the 
following  examples  because  of  their  notoriety. 
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Ten  Brief  Case  Examples 


Ted  Bundy 

He  represented  the  epitome  of  the  serial  killer,  brutally  mur¬ 
dering  and  sexually  violating  more  than  30  young  women. 
His  attacks  centered  on  control  and  total  domination  —  he 
wanted  his  victims  to  be  totally  submissive.  Bundy’s  plan 
involved  sadistic  fantasies  with  a  combination  of  sex  and 
violence  featuring  a  dominant  male  and  a  submissive  and 
terrified  female.  All  of  his  victims  were  raped,  traumatized, 
and  then  killed.  In  some  instances,  he  performed  necrophilia 
shortly  after  killing  them. 

According  to  FBI  Agent  Bill  Hagmaier,  a  recognized  expert 
on  Ted  Bundy,  “Bundy  thought  of  himself  as  a  predator.  He 
liked  to  hunt  as  much  as  the  kill  and  he  selected  what  he 
called  ‘worthy-prey,’  which  he  described  as  attractive,  intel¬ 
ligent  young  women  with  good  backgrounds.”  Bundy  could 
never  understand  why  people  could  not  accept  the  fact  that 
he  killed  because  he  wanted  to  kill.  He  did  it  of  his  own 
volition  (Geberth,  1996). 

Kenneth  Bianchi  and  Angelo  Bouno 

They  were  dubbed  the  “The  Hillside  Strangler,”  because  au¬ 
thorities  were  not  aware  there  were  two  killers.  They  sexually 
violated  and  brutally  murdered  12  young  women  between 
them.  They  taped  and  gagged  their  victims  before  torturing 
and  sexually  abusing  them.  Bianchi  and  Bouno  experimen¬ 
ted  with  various  techniques  of  torture,  such  as  injecting  them 
with  Windex,  smothering  them  with  gas  from  the  stove, 
subjecting  them  to  electrical  shock,  and  then  eventually  kill¬ 
ing  them  by  strangulation  when  they  tired  of  their  perverse 
and  inhuman  entertainment. 

They  would  display  the  nude  bodies  of  their  victims  on 
hillsides,  as  if  to  taunt  authorities.  Bianchi,  who  moved  to 
Bellingham,  WA,  committed  two  more  murders  and  was 
caught.  However,  Bianchi  claimed  to  be  a  multiple  person¬ 
ality  and  actually  fooled  two  clinicians  into  believing  him. 
He  claimed  that  his  alterego  “Steve”  had  done  the  killings, 
along  with  his  cousin  Angelo,  and  revealed  the  horrific  de¬ 
tails  of  this  sadistic  case.  He  turned  state’s  evidence  against 
his  cousin  Angelo  Bouno  (O’Brien,  1985). 
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Jerry  Brudos 

He  was  named  the  “Lust  Killer.”  He  murdered  four  young 
women  during  1968  and  1969  in  a  series  of  murders  pred¬ 
icated  on  a  sadistic  and  bizarre  plan  to  kidnap  and  kill 
women  who  he  would  force  to  pose  in  various  sexually 
provocative  positions.  He  cut  off  their  breasts  and  made 
epoxy  molds  for  his  fireplace.  In  some  instances,  he  contin¬ 
ued  his  sexual  fantasies  by  dressing  the  bodies  after  death. 
His  perversions  included  necrophilia  and  sexual  mutilation 
of  the  corpses. 

Douglas  Clark 

He  was  obsessed  with  sadistic  torture  and  was  responsible 
for  the  sex-related  murders  of  eight  young  women.  As  stated 
in  the  book  by  O’Brien  (1985): 

Douglas  Clark’s  special  talent  was  to  force  a  woman  to  perform 
oral  sex  on  him  at  gunpoint  and,  with  nerveless  confidence  in 
his  aim,  to  shoot  her  through  the  head  as  she  brought  him  to 
orgasm.  He  would  then  chop  off  the  victim’s  head,  place  it  in 
a  refrigerator,  and  bring  it  out  from  time  to  time  for  further 
oral  sex.  (p.  315) 

Douglas  Clark  also  had  a  companion  in  his  killings.  This 
companion  was  a  woman  named  Carol  Bundy,  who  he 
transformed  into  a  willing  assistant  in  his  gruesome  killings. 
Clark  loved  to  discuss  his  murders  with  Bundy  and  provide 
her  with  details  of  how  he  forced  the  girls  to  fellate  him, 
shooting  each  in  the  head  as  she  brought  him  to  climax. 
Bundy  would  even  help  pack  his  “kill  bag,”  which  contained 
paper  towels,  rubber  gloves,  a  Ginsu  knife,  and  plastic  gar¬ 
bage  bags,  when  he  went  hunting  for  victims,  which  he  called 
“Taking  care  of  business.” 

On  one  occasion,  Clark,  who  killed  two  young  women,  took 
one  of  the  heads  home  with  him.  He  kept  the  head  in  a 
refrigerator.  When  Carol  came  home,  he  placed  the  head  on 
the  kitchen  counter.  He  ordered  Carol  to  make  up  the  twisted 
face  with  cosmetics.  Later,  she  recalled,  “We  had  a  lot  of  fun 
with  her.  I  was  making  her  up  like  a  Barbie  with  makeup.” 
When  Clark  finished  with  that  game,  he  took  the  head  to 
the  bathroom,  for  a  shower,  and  practiced  necrophilic  oral 
sex  (Farr,  1992). 
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Richard  Cottingham 

He  was  a  serial  killer  with  an  admitted  attraction  to  sado¬ 
masochism.  In  fact,  he  even  testified  at  one  of  his  trials  for 
attempted  murder,  blaming  the  prostitute  he  almost  killed, 
because  “she  didn’t  know  the  rules.”  Cottingham  raped,  tor¬ 
tured,  mutilated,  and  murdered  five  women.  He  also  abduc¬ 
ted  and  raped  another  four,  who  subsequently  identified 
him.  He  would  torture  and  “play”  with  his  victims  for  hours 
before  killing  them.  He  would  then  leave  their  bodies  in  hotel 
rooms.  The  authorities  believe  he  killed  more,  but  they  could 
not  prove  it.  He  selected  each  of  his  victims  for  the  purposes 
of  sexual  and  psychosexual  gratification.  He  engaged  in  mu¬ 
tilation  to  hinder  identification  and  “shock”  persons  who 
discovered  his  victims’  bodies.  Cottingham  was  methodical 
and  cunning  and  was  excited  by  the  cruelty  he  inflicted  on 
his  victims  (Geberth,  1996). 

Jeffrey  Dahmer 

He  engaged  in  necrophilia,  anthropophagy,  and  other  bizarre 
activities  with  the  bodies  of  his  victims.  He  is  recognized  as 
one  of  America’s  most  notorious  male  homosexual  killers. 
He  managed  to  kill  17  young  men  and  boys  over  a  13 -year 
period  before  authorities  apprehended  him  on  July  22, 1991. 
He  confessed  to  drugging,  strangling,  dismembering,  and 
cannibalizing  his  victims.  Police  found  photographs  of  some 
of  the  victims  in  various  stages  of  mutilation  (Geberth,  1 996) . 

John  Wayne  Gacy 

Known  as  the  “Killer  Clown,”  Gacy  sexually  tortured  and 
murdered  33  young  males  in  the  Chicago  area  between  1972 
and  1978.  Gacy  maintained  a  torture  rack  in  his  home,  where 
he  would  taunt  and  sexually  assault  his  victims  before  killing 
them.  He  buried  many  of  the  victims  beneath  his  home. 

Robert  Hansen 

Hansen  was  an  avid  hunter  who  would  use  his  skills  to  satisfy 
an  insatiable  lust.  As  targets,  he  selected  prostitutes  and  “ex¬ 
otic”  dancers,  who  he  kidnapped,  raped,  and  butchered.  He 
abducted  and  took  them  in  his  private  plane,  where  they  were 
forced  to  act  out  his  perverse  fantasies.  On  some  occasions, 
he  would  take  them  out  into  the  wilds  of  Alaska,  strip  them, 
and  then  use  his  skills  as  a  tracker  to  hunt  them  down  and 
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slay  them  like  prey,  often  mutilating  their  remains  with  a 
hunting  knife.  He  was  responsible  for  the  deaths  of  17  women 
and  an  additional  30  rapes  (Gilmore  and  Hale,  1991). 

Gary  Heidnik 

He  abducted  and  kept  captive  a  total  of  six  women.  He 
engaged  in  extreme  torture  and  cruelty,  as  well  as  total  con¬ 
trol  of  his  victims.  He  killed  at  least  two  of  his  captives  by 
electrocution,  after  prolonged  torture;  another  woman  died 
after  hanging  from  her  wrists  for  a  week  in  his  basement, 
which  he  converted  into  a  torture  chamber.  He  drove  screw¬ 
drivers  into  the  ears  of  victims,  forced  them  to  watch  each 
other  being  raped  and  tortured  by  him,  and  also  made  some 
of  them  eat  the  ground-up  body  of  another  victim. 

Richard  Ramirez 

Known  as  the  “Night  Stalker,”  he  terrorized  southern  Cali¬ 
fornia  during  1984  and  1985.  He  was  responsible  for  the 
rape,  sodomy,  mutilation,  and  murder  of  13  victims.  He 
perpetrated  unspeakable  horrors  upon  his  helpless  victims, 
who  included  women,  men,  and  children. 

In  each  of  these  examples,  the  conduct  displayed  by  the  offender 
suggests  that  the  sex  act  is  secondary.  Instead,  the  offender  was  sexually 
excited  by  the  cruelty  of  the  acts  and  engaged  in  physical  and  psychological 
torture  of  the  victims.  His  pleasure  was  derived  by  watching  victims 
writhe  in  pain,  as  they  were  humiliated  and  tortured  to  death. 

The  murder  was  an  expression  of  power  and  control.  The  necrophilia 
was  an  extension  of  the  control  and  sadistic  quest  for  complete  and  total 
domination. 


Interview  Strategies  and  Techniques 

I  provide  this  information  within  the  chapter  to  give  homicide  detectives 
some  practical  insight  into  the  psychopathology  of  a  serial  murderer  as 
it  relates  to  questioning  this  type  of  offender.  Applying  the  concept  of  a 
psychology  of  evil  may  enable  investigators  to  better  structure  interviews 
and  interrogations  of  serial  offenders. 

Each  criminal  interrogation  or  interview  situation  is  unique.  Any 
success  in  obtaining  statements  that  inculpate  an  offender  is  based  upon 
the  individual  investigator’s  knowledge,  experience,  expertise,  and 
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patience.  No  two  cases  are  alike,  just  as  no  two  people  are  alike.  What 
works  in  one  interrogation  session  may  or  may  not  work  in  another. 

Detectives  who  interrogate  serial  murderers  must  understand  that  the 
person  opposite  them  is  functioning  with  a  psychology  of  evil.  By  appre¬ 
ciating  the  nature  of  this  type  of  offender’s  thinking,  the  detective  can 
design  an  interview  strategy  that  appeals  to  the  serial  murderer’s  self-inter¬ 
ests  and  facilitates  dialogue. 

A  psychology  of  evil  provides  the  serial  murderer  with  a  unique  ability 
to  withstand  ordinary  investigative  interview  techniques  that  focus  on 
guilt,  admission,  and  disclosure.  In  a  psychology  of  evil,  the  fundamental 
machinery  of  conscience,  responsibility,  and  feeling  or  empathy  for  other 
human  beings  is  totally  lacking.  A  psychopathic  sexual  sadist  displays  a 
profound  lack  of  empathy.  The  feelings  of  others  are  of  no  concern,  and 
they  cannot  relate  to  another  person’s  pain.  One  serial  killer,  while  testi¬ 
fying,  described  his  butchery  as  calmly  as  if  he  was  carving  a  turkey.  “I 
had  to  dismember  her  body  to  get  it  in  the  holes.  So,  I  cut  off  her  head 
and  arms  so  it  would  fit.” 

For  instance,  attempting  to  invoke  sympathy  for  the  victims  or  sur¬ 
viving  families  or  appealing  to  the  subject’s  conscience  is  a  waste  of  time. 
An  offender  who  evinces  a  psychology  of  evil  does  not  care  about  anyone 
except  himself.  Such  an  evil  person  is  clever,  devious,  selfish,  and 
extremely  narcissistic. 

Therefore,  the  investigator  should  prepare  for  a  lengthy  session.  The 
suspect  will  be  playing  “mind  games”  in  an  attempt  to  gain  control  of  the 
interview  or  elicit  information  about  the  case.  Evil  people  thrive  on  con¬ 
trol  and  domination.  Therefore,  this  element  should  be  taken  away  from 
the  offender  as  soon  as  possible.  This  is  done  by  strict  and  professional 
adherence  to  rules  and  protocol,  which  puts  the  detective  in  control  of 
the  interview  setting. 

Let  the  subject  know,  in  an  authoritative  manner,  that  you  are  com¬ 
pletely  aware  of  the  offender’s  criminal  activities  as  well  as  his  chargeabil- 
ity.  However,  do  not  attempt  any  fabrication  of  evidence.  These  offenders 
spent  a  good  amount  of  time  planning  their  murders  and  have  taken  into 
account  police  reaction.  They  know  exactly  what  they  did  and  what  evi¬ 
dence  is  available  to  the  police. 

An  effective  interrogation  technique  with  this  type  of  offender  is  to 
explain  to  the  offender  why  he  is  suspect  and  present  the  facts  of  the  case 
in  a  professional  manner.  The  detective  should  keep  in  mind  that  serial 
killers  have  an  interest  in  criminal  justice  as  well  as  investigative  tech¬ 
niques.  Making  a  logical  appeal  to  the  offender  puts  him  into  the  position 
of  a  juror  at  his  own  trial.  The  detective  can  then  put  forth  the  “hard” 
facts  and  let  the  suspect  draw  his  own  conclusions. 
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This  is  accomplished  by  displaying  knowledge  —  not  only  about  the 
crimes  but  also  of  the  psychodynamics  and  the  psychopathology  of  other 
offenders  involved  in  similar  events.  Many  serial  killers  are  students  of 
this  crime  and  have  an  avid  interest  in  reading  and  hearing  about  the 
exploits  of  other  such  murders. 

Research  has  shown  that  in  cases  where  serial  murderers  confessed  or 
made  admissions,  a  common  reason  for  this  action  was  to  gain  some  sort 
of  legal  advantage,  i.e.,  avoid  the  death  penalty  or  obtain  a  reduced  charge 
for  disclosing  the  locations  of  bodies. 

A  glaring  defect  in  a  psychology  of  evil  is  ego.  An  offender’s  narcissism 
provides  him  with  a  grandiose  sense  of  self-importance  and  a  total  lack 
of  empathy  for  anyone  else.  Interrogators  should  focus  on  convincing  the 
suspect  that  his  situation  is,  in  fact,  unique  and  can  only  be  understood 
by  a  specially  trained  detective  with  knowledge  of  these  types  of  crimes. 

Hedonistically,  the  offender  may  attempt  to  impress  the  investigator 
by  disclosing  details  of  the  murders,  which  indicate  how  smart  and  clever 
he  was.  This  behavior  can  be  encouraged  by  generously  complimenting 
the  offender  on  his  cleverness  and  intelligence.  In  fact,  once  the  detective 
engages  the  offender  in  conversation  that  feeds  his  ego  the  suspect  will 
want  to  further  impress  the  officer  in  search  of  additional  compliments. 

Offenders  with  a  psychology  of  evil  possess  a  sadistic  nature  and  are 
fascinated  by  violence,  injury,  and  torture.  They  often  enjoy  disclosing 
certain  particularly  outrageous  and  cruel  aspects  of  the  crime.  They  do  this 
not  only  to  shock  the  investigator  but  also  to  psychically  relive  the  event  in 
the  selfish  and  perverse  manner  of  continuing  their  own  sadistic  fantasies. 

Investigators  must  maintain  an  unemotional  and  professional  detach¬ 
ment  and  not  display  any  personal  feelings  about  the  crime  or  the  killer 
throughout  the  interview.  Avoid  criticizing  this  type  of  an  offender, 
because  he  will  probably  react  negatively  and  terminate  further  discussion. 

Interviewing  offenders  who  perpetuated  the  unspeakable  is  an 
extremely  stressful  undertaking.  In  order  to  comprehend  such  evil,  one 
must  possess  a  strong  belief  in  a  higher  order  and  implement  appropriate 
coping  mechanisms. 

Murders  committed  by  serial  killers  who  are  psychopathic  sexual 
sadists  transcend  human  understanding.  The  subhuman  aspects  of  these 
killings  coupled  with  the  atrocities  visited  upon  the  victims  manifest  an 
appetite  for  violence  and  sexual  mutilation  that  have  people  referring  to 
the  killers  as  animals.  Yet,  animals  do  not  rape,  sodomize,  torture,  and 
mutilate  their  prey.  They  kill  for  biological  survival. 

Serial  murderers,  on  the  other  hand,  kill  for  pleasure  and  their  own 
vile  sexual  perversion.  They  are  able  to  operate  in  an  emotionally  detached 
manner  because  they  lack  any  empathy  for  their  victims. 
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The  clinical  definitions  of  conduct  provided  herein  are  insufficient  to 
define  such  heinous  behaviors.  The  enormity  of  such  malevolence  exceeds 
these  actions  and  remains  incomprehensible  without  the  concept  of  a 
psychology  of  evil. 


Case  Documentation  of  Psychopathic  Sexual  Sadism 

I  have  personally  investigated,  supervised,  assessed,  and  consulted  on  over 
8000  homicide  investigations.  I  have  reviewed  case  materials,  reviewed 
crime  scene  photographs,  read  reports  of  offenders’  statements,  and  read 
their  personal  journal  entries  and  letters,  including  their  fantasy  stories. 
I  have  analyzed  their  drawings  and  paintings  and  have  been  privy  to  some 
of  the  most  disturbing  videos  and  photographs  of  victims  in  bondage  and 
torture,  which  were  taken  by  offenders  as  mementos  of  events.  There  is 
nothing  more  revealing  about  an  offender  and  his  thinking  than  his  own 
records,  writings,  and  recordings.  Statistical  data  about  serial  offenders 
and  psychopathic  personalities  furnish  constructive  guidelines  but  often 
fall  short  of  the  big  picture.  I  know  that  many  of  the  clinical  statisticians 
rely  heavily  on  “data”  and  like  to  argue  about  the  size  of  their  study 
population  and  how  it  supports  their  hypothesis.  However,  in  law  enforce¬ 
ment,  we  depend  on  facts  and  substance.  When  you  have  the  innermost 
thoughts  of  an  offender,  written  in  his  own  handwriting,  there  is  no  better 
“data”  from  which  to  draw  conclusions  about  this  particular  offender.  I 
provide  the  following  information  case  history. 

A  Case  History  —  Written  Documentation 

This  is  a  portion  of  a  letter  written  by  a  serial  killer  to  a  woman,  who  I 
will  rename  “Joan.”  She  corresponded  to  him  over  a  period  of  time.  In 
her  letter  to  him,  she  indicated  her  fascination  with  his  exploits  and  told 
him  that  she  wanted  to  join  him  when  he  was  released  and  assist  him  in 
his  sex-related  killings.  In  this  letter,  the  killer  shared  with  her  one  his 
more  “exciting”  kills  in  response  to  her  question. 

You  asked  what  was  the  most  torture  I  ever  did  to  a  girl??  And 
what  was  the  longest  I  ever  Kept  a  girl  alive  before  killed  her. 

Actually  the  answer  to  (scribble)  both  these  questions  is  One 
girl.  She  was  actually  one  of  the  easiest  I  ever  abducted.  So  why 
don’t  I  just  share  with  you  this  Kill.  I  kept  her  2  days  and  a 
night  before  I  killed  her.  I  literally  tortured  her  to  death.  When 
I  killed  her  all  I  was  doing  was  putting  her  out  of  her  agony. 

She  was  in  her  early  30’s  but  you  would  swear  she  was  in  her 
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20’s.  She  had  a  set  of  tits  I  swear  was  bigger  than  the  size  of 
two  grapefruit. 

Have  you  ever  seen  the  actress  Brooke  Shields?  Well  the  woman 
could  pass  as  her  twin.  Hair  &  all.  It  was  on  a  Friday  afternoon 
about  2:00  in  the  day,  &  I  was  on  one  of  my  “junts”.(sic)  I  had 
been  driving  up  &  down  the  beach  checking  (scribble)  all  the 
little  dirt  roads  that  go  up  to  the  bluff.  Well  I  pulled  up  this 
one  &  I  see  this  Toyota  pick-up  pulled  up  into  the  sand,  with 
both  doors  open.  So  I  pull  up,  get  out  &  walk  (scribble)  up  to 
the  beach  like  I’m  just  a  casual  observer,  all  the  time  I’m 
checking  out  this  truck  &  seeing  who’s  there.  Well  just  as  I  walk 
(scribble)  past  the  truck  I  hear  this  woman  ask,  Could  you  help 
me  please?  I  look,  and  theres  this  (unintelligible)  laying  down 
across  the  front  seat  of  this  truck  with  her  feet  dangling  out.  I 
walk  over,  &  to  make  a  long  story  short,  she  had  been  on  the 
beach,  &  had  gotten  stung  by  a  jellyfish  on  the  bottom  of  her 
foot.  She  told  me  what  happened  and  that  her  foot  was  hurting 
so  bad,  &  it  was  swollen,  could  I  please  drive  her  to  her  house 
&  she’d  send  someone  back  for  her  truck.  She  couldn’t  drive 
because  of  the  pain.  I  said  Sure!  She  asked  if  I  could  get  her 
stuff  off  the  beach  so  I  walked  down  got  it,  carried  it  to  my 
truck,  put  it  in.  She  was  still  laying  in  her  truck  so  (scribble)  I 
got  my  22  caliber  pistol  &  tucked  it  in  my  waist  band  on  my 
left  side. 

I  went  &  helped  her  out  of  her  truck  and  she  was  wearing  this 
really  skimpy  bikini  &  those  huge  tits  were  just  bouncing,  &  I 
let  her  put  one  arm  on  my  shoulder.  Now  you  have  to  imagine 
my  state  of  mind  at  this  point  here.  I  was  hunting,  &  here  I 
have  come  across  a  very  easy  prey.  And  as  I’m  helping  her  to 
my  truck  I  know  I’m  going  to  rape  &  kill  this  woman  and  I 
can  hardly  contain  my  adrenalin.  I  got  her  in  my  truck  &  I  get 
in  &  start  driving,  &  she  tells  me  where  she  lives.  So  I  drive. 
We  come  to  this  long  stretch  of  country  road  &  I  decide  this  is 
as  good  a  spot  as  any  to  pull  my  gun  on  her  &  get  her. 

So  I  pull  my  gun  &  stick  the  barrel  in  her  ribs  &  tell  her  Don’t 
try  anything  bitch  or  I  wont  hesitate  to  kill  you.  She  looks  at 
me  with  this  startled  look,  and  say,  Oh  my  God  no.  I  proceed 
to  tell  her  to  do  as  I  say  &  I  won’t  hurt  her.  She  goes  into  this, 
pleading  &  begging  mode  asking  me  to  please  don’t  hurt  her. 

I  tell  her  to  sit  there  &  be  quiet,  and  I  drive  to  my  mobile  home 
trailer,  &  when  I  pull  up,  I  make  her  lean  forward,  then  pull 
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her  hands  behind  her  back  &  tie  her  wrist  together  real  tight 
with  nylon  cord. 

She  is  (scribble)  real  quiet.  Sort  of  like  in  a  semi  shock.  This 
I’ve  seen  a  few  times  they  actually  get  So  scared  they  go  into  a 
shock.  I  love  it  when  they  do  this  cause  it  makes  it  easier  to 
handle  them. 

I  pulled  this  bitch  out  of  my  truck  &  she  was  crying  in  pain  as 
I  was  forcing  her  to  walk,  she  fell,  so  I  just  grabbed  her  under 
her  arm  pits  &  drug  her  to  the  door,  pulled  her  in  &  drug  her 
into  the  bedroom  where  she  was  crying  in  pain.  As  I  was 
dragging  her  across  the  floor,  her  bikini  panties  pulled  down  & 
she  had  the  bushiest  pussy,  &  the  cheeks  of  her  ass  was  so  white, 
the  rest  of  her  body  was  tanned.  I  layed  (sic)  her  up  on  the  bed, 
&  she  was  moaning  &  crying  from  pain  &from  what  she  knew 
I  was  doing  to  her.  I  went  to  get  some  rope  out  of  my  drawer 
&  she  acted  like  she  wanted  to  jump  up  &  try  to  run,  &  just 
as  she  started  to  I  grabbed  her  by  her  hair  &  pulled  her  back 
down  on  the  bed,  &  she  was  screaming  at  me  calling  Bastard, 
&  screaming  for  me  to  let  her  go. 

I  hit  this  bitch  in  the  mouth  &  it  stunned  her,  &  she  fell  back. 
I  got  the  rope  &  grabbed  one  of  her  ankles  to  pull  her  leg  over 
to  one  of  the  corner  bed  post  to  tie  it,  &  she  tried  to  (unintel¬ 
ligible)  free  as  she  realized  what  I  was  going  to  do.  I  had  this 
little  night  stick  on  my  dresser,  &  I  picked  it  up  &  hit  her  on 
the  side  of  her  head  pretty  hard,  &  she  let  out  this  loud  gasp 
&  started  (unintelligible)  sort  of  half concisious.  (sic)  I  finished 
tying  one  ankle  &  pull  her  other  leg  over  to  the  other  post  & 
tied  it,  so  she  was  wide  open  for  my  enjoyment. 

I  then  cut  off  her  bikini  top  and  both  of  those  huge  tits  fell  out. 
She  had  the  biggest  &  browness  (sic)  nipples.  I  just  started 
squeezing  those  BIG  tits  &  they  felt  so  good. 

She  was  moaning  going  in  &  out  of  conscious  from  me  hitting 
her  in  the  head  with  the  club.  I  felt  all  over  her  body.  Sort  of 
just  examining  the  merchandise  &  I  liked  it. 

Try  to  picture  this  “Joan”  (Not  the  real  name  of  his  correspon¬ 
dent),  here  she  was,  her  hands  tied  behind  her  back,  she’s  laying 
on  the  bed,  both  legs  are  spread  apart,  her  ankles  tied  to  each 
corner  of  the  bed.  Now  her  body  was  very  tanned  Except  where 
her  bikini  bottom  &  top  were.  She  was  real  white  there.  I  had 
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hit  her  pretty  hard  (scribble)  on  her  head,  &  it  had  stunned 
her.  So  she  was  in  pain  from  being  clubbed  plus  her  foot  was 
swollen  &  hurting  from  the  jellyfish  sting.  At  some  point  as  I 
was  looking  at  her,  I  decided  I  would  Keep  her  alive  all  weekend 
&  just  enjoy  her.  I  knew  I  could  keep  her  through  the  weekend 
there  because  No  one  would  be  in  the  grove.  I  had  plenty  of 
food  &  water  in  the  trailer.  I  also  got  excited  knowing  I’ll  be 
able  to  Do  things  to  her  all  weekend. 

I  decided  I  also  wanted  to  experiment  on  torture  on  her  ass. 
So  I  took  off  all  my  clothes  &  I  have  this  huge  hard-on,  so  I 
want  to  Fuck  this  bitch,  so  I  climbed  between  her  thighs  & 
drove  the  head  of  my  cock  in  her  pussy  &  she  tried  to  arch 
away  from  me,  but  I  drove  my  cock  deep  in  her.  As  I  violently 
fucked  her  I  was  biting  hard  on  her  tits.  I  could  tell  she  could 
not  handle  pain.  She  was  a  real  squealer,  which  turned  me 
on.  I  love  hearing  her  scream  while  I’m  fucking  her.  I  cum 
pretty  quick.  I  always  do  for  the  first  initial  fuck  because  I’m 
So  excited. 

In  one  of  my  dresser  drawers  I  had  it  full  of  tool’s  used  for 
torturing.  I  had  pliers,  needles,  several  knives,  I  also  had  two 
scapel  (sic)  knives  they  use  in  surgery.  Very  sharp.  I  had  an  ice 
pick  which  was  one  of  my  favorites.  I  used  to  jab  holes  in  a 
bitches  body  &  she  would  scream  in  such  agony.  I  didn’t  want 
to  go  to  fast  with  this  bitch  cause  I  knew  I  had  all  weekend  to 
feast  on  her.  I  took  a  Lot  of  photos  of  her.  I  kept  a  polaroid  (sic) 
camera  in  the  trailer  &  I  had  like  a  case  of  film.  You  have  to 
keep  in  mind  this  trailer  was  my  Lair,  No  One  had  access  to  it 
except  me.  So  I  kept  a  lot  of  things  in  it.  I  had  fixed  the  bed  for 
securing  my  victims  to  it.  In  each  corner  of  the  bed  I  had  eyebolts 
so  I  could  tie  rope  to. 

I  did  a  Lot  of  playing  with  this  bitch.  I’d  grab  her  by  her  hair, 
pull  her  head  up  off  the  bed  &  kiss  her,  I’d  lay  with  her  huge 
titties  (sic)  by  squeezing  them  &  pinching  her  nipples.  I  was 
Constantly  sticking  my  finger  in  her  pussy,  &  sticking  things 
in  her  pussy.  This  I  did  to  purposely  cause  her  psychological 
torture.  She  never  knew  what  I  was  going  to  do  next.  She  was 
constantly  trying  to  talk  me  in  to  letting  her  go.  She  promised 
she  wouldn’t  tell.  She  told  me  she  had  a  son  &  daughter  she 
wanted  to  go  home  to.  I  told  her,  I  might  go  &  abduct  them 
&  bring  them  out  there.  I  said,  I  bet  your  daughter  would  be 
a  terrific  fuck.  When  I  told  her  this  she  started  yelling  that  I 
better  not  hurt  her  kids.  I  had  her  purse  so  she  knew  I  had  her 
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address.  I  said,  what  are  you  going  to  do  about  it  bitch,  &  I’d 
pinch  her  really  hard  on  her  nipple.  I  also  would  take  that  billy 
club  &  hit  her  foot  where  she  got  stung  &  she  would  scream 
in  agony.  I  was  constantly  hitting  her  someplace  on  her  body 
with  the  club. 

Not  real  hard,  but  hard  enough  to  hurt.  I’d  hit  her  across  her 
big  tits.  I’d  take  the  end  of  the  club  &  shove  it  up  her  pussy.  I 
wanted  So  much  to  force  this  bitch  to  suck  my  cock,  but  I  knew 
that  with  this  one,  if  I  put  my  dick  inside  her  mouth  she  would 
try  to  bite  down  on  it.  This  was  always  on  my  mind.  She  was 
a  fighter.  So  I  didn’t  chance  making  her  suck  my  cock  compro¬ 
mised,  I’d  shove  this  dildo  I  had  (unintelligible)  in  her  mouth 
until  she’d  choke. 

I  fucked  her  with  this  Huge  dildo  so  much.  I  had  three  different 
rubber  dildos,  one  was  18”  long  &  2  3/4”  in  diameter.  I  wanted 
to  ass  fuck  the  whore,  so  what  I  did  was  I  stood  beside  her  — 
with  the  club  &  I  raised  it  above  my  head  &  brought  it  down 
crashing  across  her  forehead,  &  it  was  enough  to  stun  her,  so  I 
could  turn  her  over  Face  Down  on  the  bed  &  retie  her  legs 
apart.  I  got  up  on  her  ass  &  shoved  my  cock  up  her  ass  hole, 
&  it  was  tight.  As  I  shoved  it  in,  I  grabbed  a  (unintelligible) 
full  of  her  hair,  &  pulled  her  head  backwards  as  I  fucked  her 
asshold,(sic)  I  just  pulled  hard  on  her  hair.  And  I  finally 
cummed.  So  I  pulled  out  of  her,  &  I  got  the  club  while  her  ass 
hole  was  all  wet  &  slick  with  my  cum,  &  I  shoved  the  handle 
of  the  club  up  her  ass  &  she  went  to  screaming,  &  I  could  see 
her  ass  muscles  tightened  up  as  she  tried  to  resist  being  rammed 
in  her  ass.  I  fucked  her  with  the  club  &  I’d  shove  it  way  up  her 
to  cause  her  excrutating  (sic)  (excruciating)  pain.  I  then  took 
the  club  &  started  hitting  her  across  the  cheeks  of  her  ass  &  she 
was  screaming  begging  me  to  stop.  Every  once  in  a  while  I’d 
give  her  a  but  across  the  back  of  her  head  &  it’d  cause  her  head 
to  jerk. 

I  then  played  with  her  hair.  She  had  real  thick  &  long  brown 
hair,  &  I  told  her  how  Nice  hair  she  had,  &  how  I  bet  her  hair 
would  look  good  on  my  mantle.  She  began  begging  for  her  life. 

I  took  this  icepick  I  had  &  I  took  my  hands  &  spread  the  cheeks 
of  her  ass  apart,  &  I’d  punture  (sic)  her  ass  hole  around  her 
hole,  &  she  went  nuts.  You  know  that  area  of  flesh  between  the 
ass  hold  &  pussy  hole?  Well  I  struck  the  point  of  this  ice  pick 
all  in  that  area.  She  went  crazy  screaming  &  jerking. 
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She  was  sort  of  going  in  &  out  of  shock  from  pain.  I  then  took 
&  turned  her  hack  over  on  to  her  back  &  re-tied  her. 

I  took  the  ice  pick  &  I  just  began  sticking  the  point  into  her 
titties,  I’d  stick  it  in  about  a  l * * * * &h  inch,  I’d  stick  it  down  into  the 
center  of  her  nipple  &  all  around  the  tit.  I  did  this  to  both  tits 
&  she  was  going  balistic  (sic)  with  screaming  &  she’d  scream, 
Oh  God  somebody  help  me  he’s  killing  me.  I’d  tell  her,  no  one 
can  hear  you  bitch.  I  spread  her  pussy  lips  apart  &  struck  her 
clit  with  the  ice  pick.  She  started  shaking  &  her  voice  was  so 
hoarse  she  couldn’t  scream  any  more.  She  was  quivering  as  pain 
set  in  to  her  whole  body. 

Now,  all  of  this  happened  over  a  course  of  all  weekend.  At  night 
I’d  put  a  chain  around  her  neck  with  a  pad  lock,  &  wrap  the 
other  end  around  the  bed  frame  &  put  a  lock  on  it.  So  there 
was  No  way  she  was  getting  loose.  I’d  sleep  right  beside  her, 
and  I’d  wake  up  in  the  middle  of  the  night  and  rub  her  body 
&  suck  &  bite  one  of  her  tits.  If  I  had  a  hard  on,  I’d  just  roll 
over  on  her,  fuck  her,  &  go  back  to  sleep. 

By  Sunday,  I  had  just  about  used  her  body  up.  She  was  in  so 
much  pain  and  agony  for  so  long,  she  was  just  in  sort  of  a 
stupor.  She  would  just  stare  at  the  air. 

I  could  just  touch  her  &  she’d  automatically  scream,  (scribble) 
So  Sunday,  I  was  ready  to  go  ahead  &  kill  her,  but,  I  wanted 
to  do  something  to  her  first.  I  knew  I  would  kill  her  out  in  the 
barn.  So  what  I  did  was  first  I  got  a  razor  &  shaved  all  her 
pubic  hair  off.  Then  I  untied  her  from  the  bed  &  tied  her  ankles 
together,  &  drug  her  out  to  the  barn  &  dropped  her  on  the 
ground.  I  rolled  her  over  onto  her  back.  She  was  not  responsive, 
as  she  had  been  tortured  so  much  she  was  in  a  shock. 

I  had  the  hunting  knife  that  had  a  7”  blade  on  it  &  it  was  razor 

sharp.  So  I  knelt  down  beside  her,  &  I  said,  I  always  wanted 

to  do  this  bitch  so  here  goes,  &  I’d  squeezed  one  of  her  tits  so 

it  pulled  up,  &  I  placed  the  blade  of  my  knife  flat  on  her  chest 
&  just  cut  her  whole  tit  off  (scribble)  flush  with  her  chest.  As 

soon  as  I  started  cutting  she  went  (unintelligible)  screaming  & 
jumping,  but  I  put  my  knee  on  her  neck  to  pin  her  to  the  ground 

&  I  cut  both  of  her  huge  tits  off.  And  blood  gushed  down  her 
stomach  &  I  held  both  her  tits  in  my  hands.  It  was  like  holding 
two  gabs  ofjello. 
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She  started  groaning  this  loud  wailing  sound,  &  I  just  watched 
her  as  (scribble)  she  slowly  died,  &  when  I  knew  she  was  dead, 

I  cut  her  throat  for  good  measure.  I  then  hung  her  by  her  feet 
with  rope  so  I  could  cut  her  up  to  dispose  of  her. 

That  was  an  intense  weekend  for  me  “Joan.”  It  literally  took 
every  thing  out  of  me.  But  God  was  it  fun. 

The  letter  continued  with  some  added  depravity.  In  another  portion 
of  the  letter,  they  make  plans  to  capture  and  torture  “prey”  together.  The 
killer  tells  her  there  is  a  chance  he  might  get  out  of  prison.  He  wrote  that 
they  could  get  a  nice  secluded  house  somewhere  where  they  could  just 
enjoy  being  with  each  other.  He  stated,  “We’d  fix  up  a  special  room  for 
our  ‘guest’  to  stay.”  He  also  wrote, 

That  was  always  something  I  wanted  to  do.  Find  just  the  right 
family,  &  abduct  them.  I’d  want  the  husband,  &  wife  to  be  in 
their  30’s  (scribble)  and  they  (unintelligible)  have  one  son  and 
one  daughter  around  14  years  old.  We’d  just  tie  them  all  up, 

&  make  them  fuck  &  suck  each  other  as  we  watched.  Then  we’d 
fuck  &  suck  them.  Make  the  boy  fuck  his  sister,  mom  suck  her 
son,  dad  fuck  daughter. 

The  letter  ends  with  an  agreement  to  exchange  more  pictures  of  each 
other  as  well  as  a  promise  to  continue  their  written  correspondence 
(Author’s  files). 

A  Case  History  —  Video  Documentation 

This  is  a  portion  of  a  videotape,  referred  to  as  the  “Wedding  Tape”  by  the 
investigator,  because  the  offender  used  a  videotape  of  a  family  wedding  to 
hide  the  recordings  of  his  sexual  tortures  of  some  of  his  victims.  In  Chapter 
10,  the  author  presented  the  case  of  Maury  Travis,  a  serial  killer  who 
videotaped  some  of  his  torture  sessions  with  his  victims.  In  this  section,  I 
provided  a  description  of  one  of  the  killer’s  videotapings  entitled,  “First 
Kill.”  It  was  an  extremely  disturbing  tape  to  view,  as  you  watched  the 
offender  sexually  torture  the  young  woman,  whom  he  then  killed  on  tape. 
I  also  provided  a  description  of  one  of  the  sexual  tortures  in  which  the 
offender  made  the  victim  refer  to  him  as  master  as  he  brutally  tortured  her. 

This  first  portion  of  the  tape  began  at  0:31:15  and  ended  at  0:42:50. 

First  Kill 


The  first  victim  was  a  black  female.  The  offender  used  a  family 
wedding  tape  to  record  his  perversions,  using  the  title  of  the 
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tape  as  a  cover.  The  tape  was  recovered  in  a  secret  compart¬ 
ment  in  the  basement  of  the  serial  killer’s  home.  The  video¬ 
tape  began  with  a  family  wedding.  The  wedding  ceremony 
was  suddenly  replaced  with  the  videotaping  of  the  victim. 
The  camera  was  focused  on  the  vaginal  area  of  the  female 
victim.  The  young  woman  was  lying  on  her  back  on  the  floor. 
Her  hands  were  secured  behind  her  back  with  handcuffs.  The 
offender,  Maury  Travis,  was  observed  probing  her  vagina  with 
his  fingers.  He  spread  the  labia  and  focused  the  camera  on 
her  genitals  as  he  gave  her  orders,  “Sit  still  before  I  bust  you 
upside  your  fuck’in  (sic)  head.”  Travis  then  told  the  victim, 
“Roll  over  on  your  stomach.”  When  she  rolled  over,  you  could 
observe  duct  tape  wrapped  around  her  eyes  and  head.  Her 
hands  were  secured  with  handcuffs,  and  the  handcuffs  were 
joined  by  a  chain  to  leg  irons.  As  she  was  lying  facedown  on 
the  floor,  she  began  to  squirm  from  the  discomfort  of  her 
bindings.  Travis  told  her,  “Sit  still.  Sit  the  fuck  still.  Did  any¬ 
body  tell  you  you  could  move  your  shit?”  He  kept  the  camera 
focused  on  the  victim  as  she  laid  on  the  floor. 

Travis  then  picked  up  the  woman  onto  her  knees  and  posi¬ 
tioned  her  in  front  of  him  as  he  sat  nude  on  the  couch.  He 
ripped  the  tape  off  her  mouth  and  pushed  her  head  onto  his 
penis.  He  made  the  female,  who  was  on  her  knees  in  the 
floor  area  of  the  basement,  perform  oral  sodomy  on  him. 
He  then  began  to  manipulate  her  head  onto  his  penis. 

When  the  oral  sodomy  was  complete,  Travis  put  his  foot  on 
her  chest  and  pushed  her  backwards  onto  the  floor  as  he  laid 
back  on  the  couch.  Travis  then  got  up  and  left  the  viewfinder 
of  the  camera.  The  victim  was  observed  lying  sideways,  with 
her  hands  and  feet  bound  and  the  remainder  of  the  duct  tape 
wrapped  around  her  neck.  She  is  heard  to  be  whispering, 
“Momma,  momma,  momma”  over  and  over  again. 

Travis,  who  was  still  nude,  appeared  a  short  time  later  with  a 
pair  of  scissors  in  his  hand.  He  cut  the  duct  tape  from  the 
victim’s  neck  and  then  pulled  the  remaining  tape  off  her  neck, 
causing  her  body  to  jerk.  She  cried  out  in  pain.  Travis  reap¬ 
peared  in  view  of  the  camera  with  a  belt  in  his  hands.  He 
approached  the  female  and  put  the  belt  around  her  neck.  He 
put  the  end  of  the  belt  through  the  belt  buckle.  He  pulled  on 
the  belt,  and  the  belt  buckle  apparently  broke.  He  took  the 
belt  and  placed  it  around  the  female’s  neck  and  pulled  the  ends 
of  the  belt  in  a  loop  around  the  victim’s  neck.  Travis  straddled 
the  young  woman  as  he  literally  strangled  her  to  death. 
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As  Travis  pulled  the  belt  tighter  and  tighter  around  the  vic¬ 
tim’s  neck,  you  could  observe  the  victim  going  into  spasm 
and  convulsion.  You  can  hear  the  victim  as  she  moans,  gags, 
coughs,  and  chokes  as  Travis  pulled  the  belt  tighter  around 
her  neck.  Her  movement  was  limited  due  to  hog-tie  re¬ 
straints.  However,  you  could  observe  her  body  convulse 
against  the  floor  as  Travis  bent  over  her  and  pulled  the  belt 
and  twisted  her  body  around  the  floor. 

In  the  next  scene,  Travis  is  observed  sitting  next  to  the  dead 
female’s  body  as  she  lay  on  her  back  on  the  floor.  Travis  then 
got  up  and  put  on  his  undershorts.  A  short  time  later,  the 
camera  focused  on  the  victim’s  body,  which  was  facedown 
on  the  floor  with  the  restraints  removed.  Travis,  who  re¬ 
dressed,  entered  the  room  out  of  the  eye  of  the  camera. 

Travis  is  then  heard  to  say,  “This  is  first  kill,  number  one.” 
“The  first  kill  was  nineteen  years  old.”  He  then  said,  “Name, 
I  don’t  give  a  fuck.”  Travis  is  observed  flipping  the  body  over 
onto  her  back  as  if  she  was  a  piece  of  meat.  He  drops  her 
head  onto  the  floor.  He  then  focused  the  camera  onto  the 
victim’s  body  and  said,  “First  Kill,  it  was  nice”  (Author’s  files; 
Douglas,  personal  interview). 

Torture  Tape 

The  victim  is  observed  on  the  basement  floor  totally  nude 
with  her  arms  bound  behind  her  back.  Her  eyes  are  covered 
with  duct  tape.  She  appears  to  be  approximately  40  to  50 
years  of  age. 

Travis,  who  was  carrying  the  camera  around  with  him,  enters 
what  is  believed  to  be  a  storage  closet  and  retrieves  a  plunger 
and  returns  to  the  location  of  the  victim.  He  takes  the  stick 
end  of  the  plunger  and  inserts  it  into  the  woman’s  vagina. 

He  inserted  the  plunger  handle  into  the  vagina  of  the  female, 
what  appeared  to  be  6  to  8  inches  and  then  removed  it  and 
appeared  to  be  measuring  the  amount  of  the  handle  he 
forced  into  the  female. 

Travis  then  told  the  woman,  “Put  your  legs  all  the  way  up 
and  grab  them.”  Travis  then  laughed  and  said,  “Oh,  that’s 
right,  you  can’t  grab  them.”  (This  was  because  the  woman 
was  rear  handcuffed.) 
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Travis  again  inserted  the  stick  into  the  woman’s  vagina  and  she 
moaned  in  pain.  Travis  said,  “Shut  up.  Shut  the  fuck  up.”  As 
he  jammed  the  stick  into  the  woman,  she  let  out  another  moan. 
Travis  then  threatened,  “Shut  up  bitch.  Before  I  go  into  this 
asshole.  Now  put  those  legs  back  up.”  The  victim  complied. 

Travis  continued  to  insert  the  plunger  handle  into  the  vagina 
of  the  female.  Travis  then  said,  “Your  pussy’s  loose  as  hell, 
all  that  bullshit.” 

Travis  asked  her  if  she  was  sorry  that  she  got  into  a  car  with 
a  “mother  fucker  you  didn’t  know.”  The  victim  stated  she 
was  sorry  for  getting  into  a  car  with  a  guy  she  did  not  know. 
He  said  to  her,  “Say  it  like  I  told  you  to  say  it,  you  got  into 
a  car  with  a  mother  fucker  you  didn’t  know.”  The  female 
then  answered  and  said  it  the  way  Travis  wanted  it  to  be  said. 

He  continued  to  jam  the  plunger  handle  into  her.  Travis  then 
said,  “Shut  up,”  as  the  victim  cried  out.  Travis  then  took  the 
stick  and  jammed  it  up  into  her  anal  cavity.  She  cried  out. 
Travis  said,  “Shut  the  fuck  up.  Put  your  legs  all  the  way  up, 
all  the  way  up.  Stupid  ass  bitch.  You  smell  like  shit  too.” 

The  victim  then  screamed  out,  “Oh  please  don’t  do  this.  Oh 
God  please,  please,  please.”  You  could  then  hear  Travis 
smacking  her  and  beating  her.  Travis  said,  “You  stupid  ass 
bitch.”  Travis  then  told  her  to  say,  “You’re  sorry.”  He  asked 
her  name  and  made  her  say  it  again.  Travis  then  asked  how 
old  she  was.  He  then  questioned  her  about  her  kids. 

In  the  next  scene,  the  female  is  standing  up  in  the  basement 
area,  and  as  she  turns  around,  you  observe  that  her  arms  are 
secured  behind  her  back.  Her  forearms  are  next  to  each  other, 
with  her  right  hand  holding  her  left  elbow  and  her  left  hand 
holding  her  right  elbow.  Her  arms  are  taped  with  duct  tape 
from  elbow  to  elbow.  Travis  directed  her  to  turn  around  for 
the  camera.  He  said,  “Spread  your  legs,  lay  on  your  back, 
show  that  pussy  goddamn.  Show  big  daddy  that  pussy.  Show 
him  how  fat  it  is.” 

Travis  then  focused  the  camera  onto  the  vaginal  area  and  began 
to  probe  her  vagina.  He  spread  her  labia  and  inserted  his  fin¬ 
gers  into  her.  When  the  victim  complained,  Travis  said,  “Shut 
up  bitch.  If  I  tell  you  to  shut  up,  bitch,  what  does  that  mean?” 

The  tape  ends  with  Travis  probing  the  victim’s  vagina. 


776 


Sex-Related  Homicide  and  Death  Investigation 


Torture  Tape 

This  videotape  depicted  a  nude  black  female,  between  the 
ages  of  20  to  30.  She  was  light  skinned,  with  a  slim  build. 
The  victim  was  handcuffed  and  was  duct  taped  behind  her 
back.  Her  eyes  were  covered  with  duct  tape  as  well. 

The  videotape  showed  the  victim  lying  facedown  on  the  bed 
as  Travis  entered  the  room  and  straddled  her.  There  was  no 
sound  on  this  recording,  so  you  do  not  hear  the  dialogue. 
Travis  picked  her  up  and  threw  her  down  on  the  bed  and 
spread  her  legs.  He  lubricated  her  buttock  area  and  then 
mounted  her  from  the  rear.  The  victim  appeared  to  be  un¬ 
conscious  or  out  of  it,  because  as  he  thrust  into  her,  she  did 
not  move. 

Travis  then  flipped  her  over  onto  her  back,  spread  her  legs, 
and  entered  her  from  the  front.  When  he  finished,  he  looked 
into  the  camera  with  what  could  best  be  described  as  a  face 
of  evil. 

The  next  scene  was  in  the  basement.  The  victim  was  on  her 
knees  on  the  floor,  and  Travis  was  sitting  on  the  couch.  The 
victim’s  hands  were  secured  behind  her  back  as  she  per¬ 
formed  oral  sex  on  Travis. 

Travis  then  repositioned  the  camera  on  its  tripod.  He  sat 
back  down  on  the  couch  and  held  the  camera  as  he  was 
filming.  He  told  her,  “Suck  it.”  The  victim  began  to  choke 
and  gag.  Travis  then  said,  “Choke  yourself.”  Travis  told  her, 
“You  throw  up  on  me  and  I’ll  fuck  you  up.”  You  could  hear 
the  victim  gagging.  He  told  her  “You  had  better  not  throw 
up  on  my  dick,”  and  then  stated,  “Your  life  depends  on  it.” 
Travis  then  told  her,  “She  had  better  swallow.” 

At  one  point,  her  teeth  apparently  rubbed  against  his  penis. 
Travis  told  her  to  get  her  teeth  off  of  his  dick  and  then  slapped 
her.  Travis  then  said,  “You  got  them  teeth  on  my  dick  again. 
Now  suck  this  dick  right.  Get  those  teeth  off  me  bitch.  Go 
all  the  way  down.  Keep  sucking.”  During  this  time,  you  can 
hear  the  victim  choking. 

In  the  next  scene,  the  victim  was  observed  lying  on  the  floor 
of  the  basement.  Travis  asked  her  what  her  name  was.  She 
told  him. 
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Travis  then  zoomed  the  camera  into  the  vaginal  area  and 
videotaped  his  probing  and  “examination”  of  the  victim’s 
genitalia.  Travis  then  probed  her  anal  cavity. 

End  of  tape. 

Both  victims  were  subsequently  identified  as  murder  victims. 

This  behavior  was  most  certainly  the  action  of  a  psychopathic  sexual 
sadist.  The  other  tapes  reflected  his  sexual  sadism.  However,  his  demeanor 
with  the  victim  as  he  tortured  her  and  his  total  lack  of  remorse  as  he 
strangled  the  life  out  of  this  young  woman  showed  an  emotionally 
detached  manner,  which  could  only  be  described  as  evil. 

I  think  the  most  frightening  thing  about  the  above  representative  cases 
is  that  there  is  the  possibility  that  some  misinformed  jurist,  psychiatrist, 
psychologist,  or  parole  board  member  will  determine,  someday,  that  this 
character  has  been  reformed  and  presents  no  further  danger  to  others, 
and  will  release  him  back  out  into  society. 


Predicting  Dangerousness 

The  author  sincerely  believes  that  anyone  who  can  be  classified  with  the 
dual  diagnosis  of  psychopathic  sexual  sadism  is  dangerous  and  represents 
a  permanent  threat  to  the  welfare  of  society  if  he  is  NOT  in  custody.  I 
also  believe  that  in  many  instances,  it  is  possible  to  predict  with  a  signif¬ 
icant  degree  of  accuracy  just  how  dangerous  a  criminal  is.  The  above  case 
history  literally  “speaks”  for  itself.  However,  from  a  more  clinical  perspec¬ 
tive,  the  widespread  adoption  of  reliable  and  valid  methods  for  measure¬ 
ment  of  psychopathy,  as  found  in  the  Psychopathy  Checklist  —  Revised 
(PCL-R)  (Hare,  1991),  afforded  researchers  and  clinicians  a  common 
metric  to  address  the  issue  of  recidivism  and  violence. 

An  excellent  presentation  on  this  subject  is  made  in  Psychopathy  as  a 
Risk  Factor  for  Violence  by  Hare  (1999).  Several  studies  have  determined 
the  prevalence  of  psychopathy  among  various  types  of  sex  offenders 
(Brown  and  Forth,  1997;  Miller  et  ah,  1994;  Quinsey,  Rice,  and  Harris, 
1995;  as  cited  in  Hare,  1999).  The  rate  of  violence  was  found  to  be  higher 
among  psychopathic  offenders,  and  the  significance  of  psychopathy  as  a 
risk  factor  for  recidivism  is  well  established.  As  Hare  (1999)  stated: 

In  their  meta-analytic  review,  Salekin,  Rogers,  and 
Sewell  (1996)  concluded  that  the  ability  of  the  PCL-R 
to  predict  violence  was  “unparalleled”  and  “unprece- 
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dented”  in  the  literature  on  the  assessment  of  danger¬ 
ousness.  (p.  187) 

When  you  combine  psychopathy  with  sexual  sadism,  it  is  a  deadly 
amalgamation.  Even  the  judicious  DSM-IV  recognizes  this  potential, 
“When  Sexual  Sadism  is  severe,  and  especially  when  it  is  associated  with 
Antisocial  Personality  Disorder...  ( which  in  this  chapter  we  are  defining 
as  psychopathy)  . . .  individuals  with  Sexual  Sadism  may  seriously  injure 
or  kill  their  victims”  (American  Psychiatric  Association,  1994). 

According  to  Hare  (1999),  “Sex  offenders  are  generally  resistant  to 
treatment  (Quinsey,  1990),  but  it  is  the  psychopaths  among  them  who 
are  most  likely  to  recidivate  early  and  often”  (p.  189). 

Hare  cited  Quinsey  et  al.  (1995), 

In  a  follow-up  of  treated  rapists  and  child  molesters, 
concluded  that  psychopathy  functions  as  a  general  pre¬ 
dictor  of  sexual  and  violent  recidivism.  They  found 
that  within  6  years  of  release  from  prison  more  than 
80%  of  the  psychopaths,  but  only  20%  of  the  nonpsy¬ 
chopaths,  had  violently  recidivated.  Many,  but  not  all, 
of  their  offenses  were  sexual  in  nature,  (p.  189) 

In  its  landmark  decision,  Kansas  v.  Hendricks  (June,  1997),  the  United 
States  Supreme  Court  held  that  Kansas’  Sexually  Violent  Predator  Act  that 
provided  for  involuntary  civil  confinement  of  sexually  violent  predators 
was  constitutional.  The  decision  upheld  the  right  of  government  to  detain 
a  specific  class  of  sane  but  dangerous  individuals  following  completion 
of  their  prison  sentences.  Kansas,  as  well  as  other  states,  have  passed 
legislation  allowing  the  Mental  Health  Authority  to  hospitalize  serial  kill¬ 
ers  and  other  sexual  predators  who  had  completed  criminal  sentences. 
However,  many  of  these  state  laws,  which  addressed  the  issue  of  sexually 
violent  predator  (SVP)  legislation,  were  found  to  be  unconstitutional 
because  of  “double  jeopardy”  or  because  no  treatment,  other  than  con¬ 
finement,  was  available. 

Conclusion 


The  author’s  reference  and  use  of  the  term  psychopathic  sexual  sadist  is 
an  excellent  classification  for  defining  the  psychopathology  of  a  specific 
group  of  offenders  who  have  a  dual  diagnosis  of  psychopathy  as  defined  by 
the  studies  of  Dr.  Robert  Hare,  Ph.D.,  as  well  as  the  references  to  Antisocial 
Personality  Disorder  and  Sexual  Sadism  as  defined  in  DSM-IV  (1994). 
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Presented  in  this  chapter  were  several  graphic  examples  of  serial 
murderers  and  other  killers  who  violated  their  victims  sexually,  as 
reported  within  the  journalistic,  academic,  and  law  enforcement  litera¬ 
ture.  These  examples  could  certainly  be  referenced  in  the  determination 
of  dangerousness. 

The  precedent  for  involuntary  civil  confinement  of  sexually  violent 
predators  was  established  in  the  Kansas  v.  Hendricks  case,  when  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  declared  a  Sexual  Predator  statute  constitutional,  reversing 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  Kansas.  The  Supreme  Court  held  that 
the  liberty  guarantee  of  the  Constitution  is  relative,  not  absolute,  and  that 
quarantine  is  constitutional.  The  courts  viewed  confinement  of  this  class 
of  offenders  as  similar  to  an  Ebola  virus  victim,  who  must  be  quarantined. 
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Abduction,  see  Child  abduction  and 
homicide 
Abrasions,  245-247 
Acrotomophilia,  30 
Admissibility 

crime  scene  photographs,  187-189 
DNA  testing,  305-307 
legal  standard  for,  306-307 
Amber  Alert  Plan 

cases  that  involved,  590-594,  614-617 
creation  of,  590,  613 
definition  of,  613 
how  it  works,  614 
Ambulance  personnel,  222-223 
Amido  black,  244-245 
Anger  excitation  rapist,  362 
Anger  retaliatory  rapist,  361-362 
Anorectal  eroticism,  29,  31 
Anoxia,  cerebral,  126-127,  130 
Antisocial  behavior,  352 
Antisocial  personality  disorder 
definition  of,  736 
DSM-IV  criteria,  734-735 
organized  offenders  and,  679,  682 
serial  killers,  759 
sexual  sadism  and,  685,  737 
Apotemnophilia,  31 
Arson,  234 
Ashtray  contents,  268 
Asphyxia 

chemical,  130-131 
deaths  caused  by 

case  study  examples  of,  131-141 
classification  of,  130 
definition  of,  130 
sexual,  see  Sexual  asphyxia 
Autoerotic  fatalities,  see  also  Sexual 
asphyxia 
atypical,  129-130 
case  study  examples  of,  127-128, 
142-146,  154-162 
causes  of  death,  126 
checklist  for  identifying,  163-164 
chest  compression,  145 


criteria  for  classification  as,  129 
definition  of,  125 

female  victims  of,  146-150,  156-158, 
160-162 
hanging,  142 

investigative  considerations,  162-163, 
232-233 
location  of,  163 
media  reporting  of,  127-128 
nudity,  163 
oxygen  exclusion,  146 
preliminary  investigation  of, 

128-129 

prevalence  of,  125 
suffocation,  142-145 
surviving  family  notified  or  advised  of 
mode  of  death,  154 
victim  profile,  162 
Autoeroticism 
definition  of,  2 1 
sadomasochistic,  42-43 
Autopsy,  201 
Autoradiograph,  295 


B 

Bestiality,  see  Zoophilia 
Bite  mark 

crime  scene  processing  of,  218, 
280-285 

description  of,  279 
ecchymotic  area,  280 
examination  of,  285-286 
forensic  odontologist  examination  of, 
285-286 

interpretation  of,  285 
locations  of,  280 
patterns  of,  280 
photographs  of,  281-284 
reconstruction  of,  283 
saliva  evidence,  280-281 
tooth  marks,  279-280 
Blood 

collection  of,  217,  247-250 
preservation  of,  307 
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tests  to  identify  the  presence  of, 
242-244 

Blood  stains,  248 
Body 

at  crime  scene 

clothing  on,  198-199 
describing  of,  228 
examination  of,  197-200,  220 
preliminary  medical  examination 
of,  228 

release  of,  200-201 
wound  chart  for,  198 
posing  of,  50,  437 
Bondage  and  discipline,  29-30 
Brain 

beauty  reactions,  9 
hypothalamus  of,  4-5 
limbic  system  of,  3-5 
sexuality  role  of,  3 
Brainwashing  techniques,  656-658 
Brief  Psychotic  Disorder,  684 
Bullet(s),  210,  265-267 
Bullet  holes,  278 
Burglary,  fetish,  13 
Buried  bodies,  547-563 


c 

Canvass 

child  abduction  cases,  605-607 
crime  scene,  223 
Capillary  electrophoresis,  299 
Casings,  210 

Casting,  of  foot  impressions,  278 
Cell 

chromosomes,  300 
description  of,  289 
DNA  of,  see  DNA 
mitochondria  of,  298 
nucleus  of,  289 

Cerebral  anoxia,  126-127,  130 
Chemical  asphyxia,  130-131 
Chest  compression,  145 
Child 

genital  awareness,  4-5 
sexual  rehearsal  play,  4 
Child  abduction  and  homicide,  see  also 
Sex-related  child  homicides 
Amber  Alert  Plan,  see  Amber  Alert  Plan 
body  recovery  site,  612-613 
cause  of  death,  605 


facts  regarding,  584,  618 
initial  contact  site,  611 
investigation  of 
canvass,  605-607 
cause  of  death,  605 
initial,  582-590 
procedures,  605 
search  for  victim,  607-609 
missing  person  reports,  580-582 
prevalence  of,  582 
public  response  to,  590-599 
sites,  611-613 

standard  operating  procedures  for, 
599-604 

suspects  in,  609-610 
victims  of,  609 
Child  abuse 

bite  mark  evidence,  280 
domestic  violence  and,  343 
Chromosomal  sex,  2 
Chromosomes,  300 
Cigarette  butts,  268 
Class  evidence,  238-239 
Clothing,  265 

Clustered  crime  scene,  680-681 
CODIS,  300,  356 
Cold  case  investigations,  706-715 
Conditional  evidence,  172,  239 
Conscience,  733-734,  758 
Consenting  partners,  fantasies  reinforced 
using,  45-56 

Coomassie  Brilliant  Blue,  244 
Coprolagnia,  28 
Coprophilia,  28,  33 
Cordophilia,  29-30 
Crime  Classification  Manual,  310 
Crime  scene 

accidental  death,  183-184 
ambulance  personnel  at,  222-223 
arrival  at,  180-181,  185,  219-220 
autoerotic  fatality,  232-233 
body  at 

clothing  on,  198-199 
description  of,  228 
examination  of,  197-200,  220 
preliminary  medical  examination 
of,  228 

release  of,  200-201 
wound  chart  for,  198 
canvass  of,  223 
chalk  markers  at,  187 
clustered,  680-681 
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command  post  at,  222 
describing,  190-192 
description  of,  167-168 
emergency  medical  service  personnel 
at,  222-223 
evidence  at,  229-230 
exchange  and  transfer  theory,  202, 204, 
240 

fingerprints  at,  196-197,  227 
fire,  233-234 
first  officers  to 

changing  sequence  of  command, 
179-180 

checklist  for,  180-184 
duties  of,  176,  178-184 
notifications  by,  182 
implementing  procedures  at,  192-193, 
220 

integrity  preservation,  221-222 
linkage  concept,  173 
Locard’s  Exchange  Principle  theory, 
172-173,  240 
markers,  192 

Munchausen  Syndrome  by  Proxy, 
235-236 
outdoor 

evidence  commonly  found  at, 
210-211 

examining  of,  208-209 
nighttime  examination  of,  211-213 
procedures  for,  193 
securing  of,  175-176,  193 
photographs  of 

admissibility  of,  187-189 
documentation  of,  189-190, 
225-226 

evidence  log,  189 
importance  of,  186-187 
procedure  for,  190-192 
types  of,  187,  225-226 
preliminary  investigation 
arrival  at  scene,  185 
checklist  for,  219-230 
detectives,  184 
first  officers’  duties,  182-183 
photographs,  see  Crime  scene, 
photographs  of 

receipt  of  information,  184-185 
survey  of  scene,  185-186 
preliminary  steps  for,  174-175 
primary,  174,  177 
protecting  of,  175-178,  181-182 


questions  for  assessing,  195 
release  of,  215-216,  230 
searching  officer  at,  202 
search  of 

areas  with  special  emphasis, 
204-206 

fingerprints,  196-197,  227 
formulation  of,  194-195 
importance  of,  167-168 
process  involved  in,  201-208, 
216-217 
scope  of,  194 
tips  for,  196-197,  227 
search  warrants  for,  see  Search 
warrants 

secure  area,  177-178 
securing  of,  175-178,  192-193 
sex-related,  217-218 
sign-in  procedure  for,  176,  179,  221 
sketching  of,  215,  226 
staging  of,  323,  345,  347,  356 
sudden  infant  death  syndrome, 
234-235 

suicide,  183-184,  230-232 
survey  of,  185-186 
suspect  in  custody 
access  to  scene,  214 
checklist  for,  224 
evidence  preservation,  215 
first  officers’  duties,  183 
interrogation  of,  224-225 
physical  examination  of,  212, 
214-215,318 
search  of,  214-215 
uniform  personnel  at,  193-194 
vehicle,  213-214 
victim 

deceased,  see  Crime  scene,  body  at 
hospital  information,  229 
preliminary  medical  examination 
of,  228 

weapons  found  at,  223 
Criminal  personality  profile  and  profiling 
definition  of,  673 
description  of,  218-219,  715-716 
elements  necessary  to  create,  676-677 
factors  determined  using,  675 
information  for,  677-678 
investigative  approach  to,  675-679 
productive  uses  of,  674-675 
purpose  of,  673-674 
Crystal  violet,  244 
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D 

Deforesting,  211-212 
Deoxyribonucleic  acid,  see  DNA 
Depression,  as  lethality  indicator,  351-353 
Direct  transfer,  240 
Discharged  shells  or  cartridges,  266 
Disorganized  murder,  672,  686-687 
Disorganized  offenders 

behavior  characteristics  of,  680, 
693-694 

Brief  Psychotic  Disorder  definition, 
684 

case  history  of,  694-702 
lust  murder,  433-434,  465-479, 
487-499 

organized  offenders  vs.,  673 
profile  of,  691-692 
traits  of,  680 
DNA 

characteristics  of,  288 
double  helical  structure  of,  289 
mitochondrial,  298-299 
molecular  structure  of,  289 
native,  292 

polymorphic  regions  of,  290 
purification  of,  292 
recombinant,  290 
research  of,  290-291 
short  tandem  repeats,  290-292 
variable  number  of  tandem  repeats, 
290 

DNA  fingerprinting,  291 
DNA  profiling 

admissibility  of,  305-307 
series  of  crimes  investigated  using, 

302- 303 

unsolved  cases  reexamined  using, 

303- 305 
uses  of,  308 

DNA  testing 

admissibility  of,  305-307 
applications  of,  287-288,  301-302 
assailant  identification,  301-302 
autoradiograph,  295 
CODIS,  300,  356 
corporations  that  perform,  287 
development  of,  290-291 
DNA  purification  for,  292 
hair,  256-258 
interpretation  of,  295-296 
mitochondrial  DNA,  298-299 


National  DNA  Index  System,  300 
paternity  uses  of,  300 
restriction  fragment  length 

polymorphisms,  293-295 
results  of,  295-296 
saliva  samples,  254-255 
sex- related  crime  scene  evidence,  217 
short  tandem  repeat  polymorphisms, 
290-292,  299-300,  304-305 
single-locus  probe,  291 
victim  identification,  301 
Documents,  270-271 
Domestic  violence 
child  abuse  and,  343 
definition  of,  336 
prevention  of,  340,  343 
Domestic  violence  homicides 

case  histories  of,  69-83,  343-350 
case  study  example  of,  69-83 
definition  of,  336-337 
description  of,  68-69 
dynamics  of,  337,  340 
individuals  involved  in,  68-69 
psychological  dynamics  of,  337,  340 
Drawings,  38-41,  76-82 
“Dusting”  for  fingerprints,  272-274 

E 

Ego,  757-758 

Emergency  medical  service  personnel, 
222-223 
Engram,  36,  747 
Estradiol,  3 
Evidence 

ashtray  contents,  268 
bite  mark,  see  Bite  mark 
blood 

collection  of,  247-250 
tests  to  identify  the  presence  of, 
242-244 

wet  areas  of,  247-248 
body  fluids,  244-246,  see  also  specific 
body  fluid 
bullet  holes,  278 
bullets,  265-267 
cigarette  butts,  268 
classification  of,  238-239 
clothing,  265 

collection  procedures,  241-242 
conditional,  172,  239 
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control  procedures  for,  229-230 
definition  of,  171,  238 
description  of,  167,  237-238 
direct  transfer  of,  240 
displaced  furniture,  268 
documents,  270-271 
fabric,  264 
feces,  255 

fibers,  258-259,  263-264 
firearms,  267-268 
foot  impression,  276-278 
glass,  271 
hair 

class  determinations  from,  262-263 
collection  of,  256,  263 
DNA  analysis  of,  256-258,  260 
investigative  uses  of,  260-262 
indirect  transfer  of,  240 
legal  considerations  regarding, 
168-170 

Locard’s  Exchange  Principle  theory, 
172-173,  240 
measuring  of,  197 
newly  damaged  areas,  268 
outdoor  crime  scene,  210-211 
pattern,  172 

saliva,  254-255,  280-281 
search  for,  171-172 
semen,  249,  251-253 
sex- related  crime  scene,  217 
soil,  268-270 
tire  tracks,  276,  527 
tissue,  255-256 
tool  marks,  278 
tools,  270 

transfer,  172,  239-240 
transient,  172-173,  239 
types  of,  239-240 
urine,  253-254 
vehicles,  270 
vomit,  255 
Evil 

characteristics  of,  756-757 
definition  of,  756 
psychology  of,  757-758,  764-765 
theological  view  of,  757 
Exhibitionism,  17,  32 


F 

Fabric,  264 


Family 

child  abduction  victim,  599-604 
notification  or  advising  of  autoerotic 
fatality,  154 

Fantasy 

consenting  partners  used  to  reinforce, 
45-56 

definition  of,  36 
by  infants,  4 

photographs  used  for,  76-81 
reality  vs.,  68 
reinforcement  of,  44-45 
sadistic,  23,  44-45 
search  warrants  and,  83-84 
Fatty  acid  enhancement  reagents,  244 
Feces,  255 
Fetishism 

definition  of,  32 
description  of,  12-13 
partialism,  13-14,  26-27,  33 
transvestic,  18-19,  32 
Fibers,  208,  258-259,  263-264 
Fingernail  scrappings,  217,  302 
Fingerprints 

chemical  processes  for  identifying, 
275-276 

at  crime  scene,  196-197,  227 
development  of,  272-274 
on  documents,  270-271 
“dusting”  for,  272-274 
latent,  272,  275-276 
patent,  274 
photographs  of,  274 
plastic,  272 

preservation  of,  274-275 
types  of,  272 
visible,  272,  274 
Fire,  233-234 
Firearms,  267-268 
Fire  crime  scene,  233-234 
Foot  impressions,  210,  276-277 
Forensic  odontologist,  285-286 
Frotteurism,  14-15,  32 

G 

Gang  rape-murder,  389-428 
Gas  chromatography-mass  spectroscopy, 
258 

Gender,  2-3 
Gene  probes,  290 
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Gerontophilia,  31 
Glass,  271 
Gonads,  2 
Guanosine,  289 


H 

Hair 

class  determinations  from,  262-263 
collection  of,  256,  263 
DNA  analysis  of,  256-258,  260 
investigative  uses  of,  260-262 
Hanging,  142 
Hemaglow,  243 
Hermaphroditism,  3 
Heterosexual  lovemap,  6 
HLA-DQA1  test,  291,  297 
Homicide,  see  also  Murder 

child,  see  Child  abduction  and 

homicide;  Sex-related  child 
homicides 
domestic  violence 

case  histories  of,  69-83,  343-350 
case  study  example  of,  69-83 
definition  of,  336-337 
description  of,  68-69 
dynamics  of,  337,  340 
individuals  involved  in,  68-69 
psychological  dynamics  of,  337,  340 
Homosexuality,  7 
Homosexual  pedophile  murder, 

579-580 

Homosexual  serial  killers,  502-503 
Hormones,  3 
Hostage-taking,  353 
Hypothalamus,  4-5 
Hypoxia,  126 

Hypoxyphilia,  30,  see  also  Sexual 
asphyxia 

I 

Id,  757-758 
Impressions 

bullet  holes,  278 
fingerprints,  see  Fingerprints 
foot,  210,  276-277 
tool  marks,  278 
Indirect  transfer,  240 
Individualistic  evidence,  239 


Infants 

abduction  and  homicide  of,  see  Child 
abduction  and  homicide 
early  memories  of,  4 
fantasies  by,  4 
genital  awareness  by,  4 
Interpersonal  violence-oriented  disputes 
and  assaults 
atypical,  319-320 
domestic  violence  homicides 

case  histories  of,  69-83,  343-350 
definition  of,  336-337 
description  of,  68-69 
dynamics  of,  337,  340 
individuals  involved  in,  68-69 
psychological  dynamics  of,  337,  340 
examples  of,  312-319 
investigative  approach,  311-313 
lethality  indicators,  350-353 
motives  for,  312-313 
stalker-murder,  320-329 
Interrogation  techniques,  537 
Investigation 

autoerotic  fatalities,  128-129 
child  abduction  and  homicide  case 
canvass,  605-607 
cause  of  death,  605 
initial,  582-590 
procedures,  605 
search  for  victim,  607-609 
crime  scene 

arrival  at  scene,  185 
checklist  for,  219-230 
detectives,  184 
first  officers’  duties,  182-183 
photographs,  see  Crime  scene, 
photographs  of 

receipt  of  information,  184-185 
survey  of  scene,  185-186 
Iodine  fuming,  271 

K 

Kinsey,  Alfred,  7 
Klismaphilia,  28-29,  33 

L 

Lacerations,  245-247 
Latent  prints,  272,  275-276 
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Lethality  indicators,  350-353 
Leucocrystal  violet,  243-244 
Leucomalachite  green,  242 
Liaison  officer,  600-601 
Limbic  system,  3-5 
Linkage  blindness 

case  study  example  of,  718-725 
definition  of,  717-718 
Linkage  concept,  173,  673 
Locard’s  Exchange  Principle  theory, 
172-173,  240 

Lovemap 

definition  of,  5,  10,  35,  716 
detailed  nature  of,  716 
disruption  of,  5,  716-717 
heterosexual,  6 
paraphilic,  36 

postnatal  influences  on,  5-6 
vandalism  of,  10-11 
Luminol,  242-243 
Lust  murders 

case  histories  of,  47,  319-320,  434-499 
classification  of,  432 
definition  of,  43 1 
disorganized  offenders,  433-434, 
465-479,  487-499 
organized  offenders,  433,  480-487 
psychodynamics  of,  432-433 
sadism  and,  685-686 

M 

Magazine  pictures 
alterations  of,  38-41 
description  of,  37-38 
Magnetic  powders,  for  fingerprint 
“dusting,”  273-274 
Malignant  narcissism,  733,  756 
Masculinization,  3 
Masochism,  see  Sexual  masochism 
Medical  illustrator,  63-64 
Medical  Legal  Art 

contact  information  for,  64 
description  of,  62-63 
medical  illustrators,  63-64 
Microsatellites,  290 
Missing  person  reports,  580-582 
Mitochondrial  DNA,  298-299 
Modus  operandi 

case  study  examples,  57-62,  359-360 
definition  of,  57,  417,  717 


elements  of,  717 

Munchausen  Syndrome  by  Proxy, 
235-236 

Murder,  see  also  Homicide 
disorganized,  672,  686-687 
gang  rape-murder,  389-428 
homosexual  pedophile,  579-580 
lust,  see  Lust  murders 
organized,  672,  686-687 
rape-oriented,  see  Rape-oriented 
murder 

serial,  see  Serial  murders 
sodomy-oriented,  see  Sodomy- 
oriented  murder 

Mysophilia,  28-29,  33 


N 

Narratophilia,  3 1 
Narrow  band  imaging,  286 
National  Center  for  the  Analysis  of  Violent 
Crime,  677 

National  DNA  Index  System,  300 
Necrophilia,  26-27,  33,  432 
Ninhydrin,  244,  271 
Nocturnal  penile  tumescence,  4 
Nucleus  of  cell,  289 


o 

Offenders,  see  Disorganized  offenders; 

Organized  offenders 
Olfactophilia,  32 
Organized  murder,  672,  686-687 
Organized  offenders 

behavior  characteristics  of,  679-680, 
688-691 

case  history  of,  702-709 
disorganized  offenders  vs.,  673 
lust  murder,  433,  480-487 
profile  of,  687-688 
traits  of,  679-680 
Ortho-Tolidine,  243 
Outdoor  crime  scene 

evidence  commonly  found  at,  210-211 
examining  of,  208-209 
nighttime  examination  of,  211-213 
procedures  for,  193 
securing  of,  175-176,  193 
Overkill,  80 
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P 

Paranoid,  734 
Paraphilias 

acrotomophilia,  30 
anorectal  eroticism,  29,  31 
apotemnophilia,  31 
bondage  and  discipline,  29-30 
characteristics  of,  141 
coprophilia,  28,  33 
definition  of,  12,  685,  716-717,  738 
exhibitionism,  17,  32 
fetishism,  12-14 
frotteurism,  14-15,  32 
gerontophilia,  31 
hypoxyphilia,  30 
klismaphilia,  28-29,  33 
mysophilia,  28-29,  33 
narratophilia,  3 1 
necrophilia,  26-27,  33,  432 
olfactophilia,  32 
pedophilia,  17-18,  32 
pictophilia,  32 
reinforcement  of,  11-12,  36 
sexual  masochism,  see  Sexual 
masochism 

sexual  sadism,  see  Sexual  sadism 
societal  effects  of,  11-12 
somnophilia,  32 
telephone  scatolgia,  26,  33 
transvestic  fetishism,  18 
urophilia,  28,  33 
voyeurism,  15-17,  32 
zoophilia,  27-28,  33 
Paraphilic  lovemap,  36 
Partialism,  13-14,  26-27,  33 
Pattern  evidence,  172 
Pattern  transfer  evidence,  240 
PCR,  see  Polymerase  chain  reaction 
Pedophilia,  17-18,  32 
Perianal  and  perineal  area  abrasions  and 
lacerations,  245-247 
Phenolphthalein,  242 
Photographs 

alteration  of,  38-41,  76-81 
bite  mark,  281-284 
crime  scene 

admissibility  of,  187-189 
documentation  of,  189-190, 
225-226 

evidence  log,  189 
importance  of,  186-187 


procedure  for,  190-192 
types  of,  187,  225-226 
description  of,  37-38 
fingerprints,  274 
foot  impressions,  276-277 
Physical  evidence 

ashtray  contents,  268 
bite  mark,  see  Bite  mark 
blood 

collection  of,  247-250 
tests  to  identify  the  presence  of, 
242-244 

wet  areas  of,  247-248 
body  fluids,  244-246,  see  also  specific 
body  fluid 
bullet  holes,  278 
bullets,  265-267 
cigarette  butts,  268 
classification  of,  238-239 
clothing,  265 

collection  procedures,  241-242 
conditional  evidence,  172,  239 
control  procedures  for,  229-230 
definition  of,  171,  238 
description  of,  167,  237-238 
displaced  furniture,  268 
documents,  270-271 
fabric,  264 
feces,  255 

fibers,  258-259,  263-264 
firearms,  267-268 
foot  impression,  276-278 
glass,  271 
hair 

class  determinations  from, 
262-263 

collection  of,  256,  263 
DNA  analysis  of,  256-258,  260 
investigative  uses  of,  260-262 
legal  considerations  regarding, 
168-170 

Locard’s  Exchange  Principle  theory, 
172-173,240 
measuring  of,  197 
newly  damaged  areas,  268 
outdoor  crime  scene,  210-211 
pattern  evidence,  172 
saliva,  254-255,  280-281 
search  for,  171-172 
semen,  249,  251-253 
sex- related  crime  scene,  217 
soil,  268-270 
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tire  tracks,  276,  527 
tissue,  255-256 
tool  marks,  278 
tools,  270 

transfer  evidence,  172,  239-240 
transient  evidence,  172-173,  239 
types  of,  239-240 
urine,  253-254 
vehicles,  270 
vomit,  255 
Pictophilia,  32 
Plastic  prints,  272 
Police  officers,  at  crime  scene 

changing  sequence  of  command, 
179-180 

checklist  for,  180-184 
duties  of,  176,  178-184 
notifications  by,  182 
Polymerase  chain  reaction 
amplification,  296-297 
annealing,  297 
denaturation,  297 
description  of,  296 
development  of,  291 
extension,  297 
preservation  of  sample,  307 
sample  amounts  necessary  for,  307 
Posing  of  body,  50,  437 
Power  assertive  rapist,  361 
Power  reassurance  rapist,  360-361 
Primary  crime  scene,  174,  177 
Prints,  see  Fingerprints 
Profiling 

criminal  personality 
definition  of,  673 
description  of,  218-219,  715-716 
elements  necessary  to  create, 
676-677 

factors  determined  using,  675 
information  for,  677-678 
investigative  approach  to, 

675-679 

productive  uses  of,  674-675 
purpose  of,  673-674 
DNA 

admissibility  of,  305-307 
series  of  crimes  investigated  using, 

302- 303 

unsolved  cases  reexamined  using, 

303- 305 
uses  of,  308 

Protein  enhancement  reagents,  244 


Psychological  interrogation  technique, 
537 

Psychology  of  evil,  757-758,  764-765 
Psychopathic  personality 

characteristics  of,  681-683,  732-733, 
736-737 
definition  of,  68 1 
sociopathy  vs.,  682 
Psychopathic  sexual  sadism 

case  histories  of,  621-669,  749-755, 
766-777 
definition  of,  514 
Psychopathic  sexual  sadist 
case  histories  of,  749-755 
dangerousness  of,  777-778 
definition  of,  731 
DSM-IV  criteria,  731 
lack  of  empathy,  764 
literature  depictions  of,  747-748 
modus  operandi  of,  759 
recidivism  of,  777-778 
serial  killers  as,  748,  758-759 
traits  of,  755,  764 
Psychopaths,  427-428,  514 
Psychopathy,  683-684,  732,  735-737,  757, 
759,  777 

Psychosexual  evidence,  62-68 
Psychotic  episode,  680 
Psychotic  killer,  514 
Psychotic  personality,  684-685 
Pubic  hair,  261,  see  also  Hair 
Public  information  officer,  601 
Purine,  289 
Pyrimidine,  289 

R 

Rape  kit,  88-92 
Rape-oriented  murder 

case  histories,  357-360,  362-428 
characteristics  of,  355-356 
gang  rape-murder,  389-428 
investigative  strategy  for,  356-360 
offender’s  motivation  in,  357 
Rapist 

anger  excitation,  362 
anger  retaliatory,  361-362 
power  assertive,  361 
power  reassurance,  360-361 
serial,  45-46,  87-122,  755-756 
Recombinant  DNA,  290 
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Refractive  index,  271 
Restriction  fragment  length 

polymorphisms  test,  293-295 
RFLP  test,  see  Restriction  fragment  length 
polymorphisms  test 


Sadism,  see  Psychopathic  sexual  sadism; 
Sexual  sadism 

Sadomasochism,  see  also  Sexual 

masochism;  Sexual  sadism 
autoeroticism,  42-43 
description  of,  29-30 
Saliva 

in  bite  mark,  280-281 
collection  of,  254-255 
polymerase  chain  reaction  tests  of,  307 
preservation  of,  307 
Saliva  washing,  218,  284-285 
Scene  of  crime,  see  Crime  scene 
Search 

in  child  abduction  cases,  608 
of  crime  scene,  see  Crime  scene,  search 
of 

of  suspect  in  custody,  214-215 
Search  warrants 

exceptions  for,  170-171 
fantasy  items  obtained  using,  83-84 
reasonableness  criteria,  170-171 
Supreme  Court  decisions  regarding, 
168-169 

Secure  area  crime  scene,  177-178 
Semen 

at  crime  scene,  249,  251-253 
polymerase  chain  reaction  tests  of,  307 
preservation  of,  307 
Seminal  fluid,  217 
Serial  killers 

antisocial  personality  disorder  of,  759 
burying  of  bodies  by,  547-563 
case  histories,  516-571,  760-763 
characteristics  of,  734 
clinical  definition  of,  514 
confessions  by,  563-564 
disorganized  activities,  509-513 
emotional  detachment  of,  508 
fantasies  of,  52-56 
goals  of,  758 
homosexual,  502-503 
interrogation  technique,  537 


interviewing  of,  563-564,  763-766 
law  enforcement  awareness  of,  515 
legislation,  778 
manipulative  nature  of,  504 
media  influences,  505-506 
modus  operandi  of,  57-62,  504-505, 
765 

organized  activities,  506-509 
profile  of,  503-505,  734 
psychology  of  evil,  757-758,  764-765 
psychopathic  sexual  sadists,  748, 
758-759 
students  of,  506 
traits  of,  502,  759 
victims  targeted  by,  502 
Serial  murders 

buried  bodies,  547-563 
case  histories,  516-571,  706-709 
definition  of,  501 
events  that  precede,  515 
investigative  considerations,  514-516 
sexual  behavior  role  in,  748 
Serial  rapist,  see  also  Rapist 
diary  of,  45-46 
journal  of,  87-122,  755-756 
Sex  change  operations,  3 
Sex  drive,  7-8,  35 
Sex  hormones,  3,  5 

Sex-related  child  homicides,  see  also  Child 
abduction  and  homicide 
Amber  Alert  Plan,  see  Amber  Alert 
Plan 

case  histories  of,  575-579,  584-599 
cause  of  death,  605 
homosexual  pedophile  murder, 
579-580 

prevalence  of,  582 
suspects  in,  609-610 
victims  of,  609 

Sex-related  homicides,  see  also  specific  type 
of  homicide 

characteristics  of,  309-310,  355 
classifications  of,  310-311,  572 
crime  scene,  217-218 
criteria  for,  309 

Sex  slave  torture  and  serial  murder  case, 
621-669 

Sexual  aggression,  340 
Sexual  arousal  and  response  system,  8,  716 
Sexual  asphyxia,  see  also  Autoerotic 
fatalities 

checklist  for  identifying,  163-164 
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deaths  from,  126 
definition  of,  21 
description  of,  141-142 
equivocal  death  investigation,  150-154 
prevalence  of,  126 
Sexual  assault 

abrasions  and  lacerations  identified, 
245-247 

hair  evidence,  257 
Sexual  behavior 
classification  of,  9 
description  of,  715-716 
social  influences  on,  6-7 
Sexual  deviations 
assessment  of,  9-10 
definition  of,  12 
description  of,  9 
formulation  of,  10 
paraphilias,  see  Paraphilias 
types  of,  12 
Sexual  imagery,  5 
Sexuality 

brain’s  role  in,  3 
development  of,  715-716 
evolution  of,  1-2 
in  human  beings,  2 
overview  of,  1-2 
postnatal  influences  on,  5-6 
psychosexual  development  influences, 
7 

Sexually  Violent  Predator  Act,  778 
Sexual  masochism 

asphyxia,  see  Sexual  asphyxia 
autoeroticism,  21 
definition  of,  18-19,  32 
examples  of,  19-23 
females,  2 1 

Sexual  perversion,  see  also  Paraphilias 
definition  of,  68 
development  of,  1 1 
social  acceptance  of,  1 1 
Sexual  psychopaths,  514 
Sexual  rehearsal  play,  4 
Sexual  sadism 

activities  associated  with,  24 
antisocial  personality  disorder  and, 
685,  737 

case  histories  of,  24-25,  739-747 
definition  of,  23,  32,  737-738 
DSM-IV  description  of,  25-26,  737 
fantasies,  23 
fantasy  writings,  44-45 


features  of,  685 

historical  descriptions  of,  738-739 
literature  depictions  of,  747-748 
lust  murders  and,  685-686 
progressive  nature  of,  63 
psychopathic 

case  histories  of,  621-669,  749-755, 
766-777 

dangerousness  of,  777-778 
definition  of,  514,  731 
DSM-IV  criteria,  731 
lack  of  empathy,  764 
literature  depictions  of,  747-748 
modus  operandi  of,  759 
recidivism  of,  777-778 
serial  killers  as,  748,  758-759 
traits  of,  755,  764 

search  warrant  for  items  and  locations 
associated  with,  84 
suffering  enjoyed  by,  739 
torture  chambers,  24 
Short  tandem  repeat  polymorphisms, 
290-292,  299-300,  304-305 
Shotgun  shells,  266-267 
Shotgun  wadding,  267 
“Signature” 

case  study  examples,  57-62,  360, 
726-728 

definition  of,  416-417,  717,  726 
description  of,  36,  56-57 
Silver  nitrate,  271 
Sociopathy,  682,  734,  736,  757 
Sodomy-oriented  murder 
case  histories,  357-360 
characteristics  of,  355-356 
investigative  strategy  for,  356-360 
offender’s  motivation  in,  357 
Soil,  268-270 
Somnophilia,  32 

Staging  of  crime  scene,  323,  345,  347, 
356 

Stains 

blood,  248 
semen,  249,  251-253 
Stalker- murder,  320-329,  447-460 
Strangulation,  130 

Sudden  infant  death  syndrome,  234-235 
Suffocation,  130-131,  142-145 
Suicide 

crime  scene  of,  183-184 
investigative  approach  and 

considerations,  230-232 
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victim’s  psychological  state,  231 
warning  signs  of,  231-232 
wound  evaluations,  231 
Superego,  758 
Suspect  in  custody 
access  to  scene,  214 
checklist  for,  224 
evidence  preservation,  215 
first  officers’  duties,  183 
interrogation  of,  224-225 
physical  examination  of,  212, 214-215, 
318 

search  of,  214-215 


T 

TAQ  polymerase,  297 
Telephone  scatolgia,  26,  33 
Testosterone,  3 
Tetra-methyl  benzidine,  243 
Thymine,  289 
Tire  impressions,  209-210 
Tire  tracks,  276,  527 
Tissue  evidence,  255-256,  307 
Toluidine  blue,  245-247 
Tool  marks,  278 
Tools,  270 

Tooth  marks,  279-280 
Torture  chambers,  24 
Trace  transfer  evidence,  240 
Transfer  evidence,  172,  239-240 
Transient  evidence,  172-173,  239 
Transvestic  fetishism,  18-19,  32 
Trophies,  690 

u 

Ultraviolet  light 

for  semen  stain  identification,  251 
for  trace  wound  patterns,  251 


Urine 

at  crime  scene,  253-254 
polymerase  chain  reaction  tests  of,  307 
preservation  of,  307 
Urophilia,  28,  33 

V 

Variable  number  of  tandem  repeats 
description  of,  290 
restriction  fragment  length 

polymorphisms  test,  293 

Vehicles 

crime  scene  search  of,  213-214 
evidence  collection  from,  270 
Victim 

brainwashing  techniques,  656-658 
child  abduction  and  homicide,  609 
at  crime  scene 

deceased,  see  Crime  scene,  body  at 
DNA  identification  of,  301 
hospital  information,  229 
preliminary  medical  examination 
of,  228 

serial  murder,  502 
Victimology,  676 
Visible  prints,  272,  274 
Vomit,  255 
Voyeurism,  15-17,  32 

w 

Warrant,  see  Search  warrants 
Weapons,  267 
Wound  chart,  198 

z 

Zoophilia,  27-28,  33 


Color  Figure  1.07.  Reality  v.  Fantasy.  This  22-year-old  college  coed  became  the  victim  of 
an  offender  who  had  stalked  her.  He  came  into  her  apartment  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  bound 
her.  and  placed  a  blindfold  over  her  eyes.  He  killed  her  by  stabbing  her  breasts  and  chest.  He 
then  positioned  her  body  for  viewing  from  a  location  across  the  alleyway.  (Courtesy  of  Retired 
Investigator  Tom  Jordan.  State  College.  Pennsylvania  Police  Department.) 


Color  Figure  2.01.  Doll  in  bondage. 
This  offender,  a  serial  killer,  maintained 
a  collection  of  anatomically  correct  dolls, 
which  he  placed  in  chains  and  bondage 
positions.  The  various  positions  and 
implements  that  he  used  were  strikingly 
similar  to  the  actual  tortures  he  inflicted 
on  his  victims.  (Courtesy  of  Deputy  District 
Attorney  Jim  Yontz.  New  Mexico  District 
Attorney's  Office.) 


Color  Figure  2.10.  Posing  of  dead  victim’s  body.  Dahmcr  photographed  his  victims'  bodies 
in  various  positions  that  he  found  sexually  significant.  (Courtesy  of  Retired  Captain  James 
Ferrier.  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin  Police  Department.) 


People  v.  Krebs 

The  Binding  of  Aundrla  Crawford 


Color  Figure  2.30.  The  prosecution  contracted  Medical  Legal  Art  to  provide  a  graphic 
representation  of  the  event  for  the  courtroom.  This  figure  showed  the  victim  lying  down  and 
described  the  sophistication  of  the  bindings.  (Courtesy  of  Medical  Legal  Art.  Illustration 
Copyright  2002.  Medical  Legal  Art.) 


Color  Figure  2.32.  Wedding  ring  in  nose.  The  husband  jammed  his  wedding  ring  onto  his 
wife's  nose.  (Courtesy  of  Retired  Detective  Ken  Roberts.  East  Lake.  Ohio  Police  Department.) 


Color  Figure  2.36.  Blonde  with  cere¬ 
monial  sword.  This  sword  through  the 
chest  is  represented  by  the  knife  in  his 
wife’s  chest. 


Color  Figure  4.06.  Female  autoerotic. 

This  case  was  originally  reported  as  a  sex- 
related  homicide.  Further  investigation 
revealed  this  to  be  an  autoerotie  death 
(Courtesy  of  Retired  Commander  Tom 
Cronin.  Chicago.  Illinois  Police  Depart¬ 
ment.  now  Chief  of  Police  Coucr  d'Alene. 
Idaho  Police  Department.) 


Color  Figure  4.12.  Male  autoerotic.  This  is  the  view  of  the  victim  in  the  crime 
scene  that  the  police  first  observed.  The  victim  appeared  to  be  a  woman.  (Courtesy  of  Retired 
Lieutenant  Mark  Fritts.  Hobbs.  New  Mexico  Police  Department.) 


Color  Figure  5.20.  Suspect's  pubic  hair.  The  killer  deposited  his  pubic  hair  onto 
the  leg  of  one  of  the  victims.  (Courtesy  of  Chief  Criminal  Deputy  Robin  Wagg.  Douglas 
County.  Washington  State  Sheriff's  Department.) 


Color  Figure  5.21.  Fiber  evidence.  Fibers  from  hospital  gown  that  the  suspect 
wore  at  the  crime  scene.  (Courtesy  of  Chief  Criminal  Deputy  Robin  Wagg.  Douglas  County, 
Washington  State  Sheriff's  Department.) 


Color  Figure  6.17.  Evidence  in  situ.  Note  the  trace  evidence  of  black  pubic  hairs  (arrow) 
discovered  intertwined  in  the  light  brown  pubic  hairs  of  this  victim  of  a  rape-murder.  (Courtesy 
of  Detective  Alan  Patton.  Grand  Prairie,  Texas  Police  Department,  photo  by  Evidence  Technician 
Don  Swan/..) 


Color  Figure  6.18.  Evidence  in  situ,  close-up  of  pubic  hair.  (Courtesy  of  Detective  Alan 
Patton.  Grand  Prairie.  Texas  Police  Department,  photo  by  Evidence  Technician  Don  Swan/.) 


Color  Figure  6.23.  Visible  print.  Also  referred 
to  as  a  patent  print.  The  offender  left  his  bloody 
fingerprint  on  the  trunk  of  the  car  in  which  he 
transported  his  victim's  body  to  the  crime  scene. 


Color  Figure  6.24.  Plastic  bags  in  vagina.  The  suspect  jammed  white  plastic  garbage  bags 
into  the  victim's  vagina.  They  were  removed  at  the  autopsy  for  analysis.  Twenty-three 
fingerprints  were  recovered  from  the  plastic  garbage  bags.  (Courtesy  of  Detective  Mike  Essig. 
McLean  County  Sheriff's  Department.  Bloomington.  Illinois.) 


Color  Figure  6.27.  Bloody  sneaker  prints.  This  offender  walked  through  the  blood  of  his 
victim  as  he  attempted  to  clean  up  after  he  slaughtered  her.  (Courtesy  of  Retired  Detective 
Sergeant  Kurt  Harrelson.  Thibodaux.  Louisiana  Police  Department.) 


Color  Figure  6.30.  Breast  assault.  Multiple  bite  marks  were  inflicted  upon  the  breast  of  this 
victim,  who  survived  an  attack  by  a  serial  killer.  (Courtesy  of  Retired  Lieutenant  Frank  P.  Del 
Prete,  Bergen  County,  New  Jersey.  Prosecutor's  Office.) 


Color  Figure  6.35.  Fingernail  scrapings.  This  photo  shows  the  broken  fingernail  of  the 
female  victim,  who  attempted  to  fight  off  her  assailant.  During  the  struggle  she  managed  to 
scratch  his  face.  The  suspect's  skin  and  DNA  were  recovered  during  autopsy  and  matched  to 
the  suspect.  (Courtesy  of  Lieutenant  John  Fallon  and  Detective  Richard  Peffall.  Montgomery 
County.  Pennsylvania  Detectives.) 


Color  Figure  7.04.  Interpersonal  violence.  This  victim  was  stalked  by  a  male  friend  and 
killed  when  she  spumed  his  advances.  She  was  stabbed  22  times  with  six  different  knives. 
(Courtesy  of  Retired  Detective  Sergeant  Kurt  Harrelson.  Thibodaux.  Louisiana  Police 
Department.) 


Color  Figure  7.16.  Staged  scene  to  appear 
sex-related.  The  husband  tore  open  his 
wife's  pants  and  exposed  her  pubic  area  to 
make  the  event  appear  to  be  a  sexual  assault. 
He  also  placed  an  unused  condom  between 
her  legs.  (Courtesy  of  Investigator  Jack 
Henander.  Larimer  County.  Colorado. 
Sheriff's  Department.) 


Color  Figure  7.17.  Offender  cut  himself.  Shows  an  incised  injury  to  the  right  finger  of  the 
husband,  who  cut  himself  during  the  vicious  attack  on  his  wife.  In  fact,  he  left  his  blood  on 
the  victim's  right  leg  while  he  was  “staging  the  scene."  (Courtesy  of  Investigator  Jack  Henander. 
Larimer  County.  Colorado,  Sheriff's  Department.) 


Color  Figure  7.18.  Interpersonal  violence  -  lover’s  quarrel.  This  man  was  a  victim  of  a 
dispute  involving  his  younger  male  partner.  After  his  lover  killed  him.  he  covered  the  victim's 
face  with  the  bloody  towel. 


Color  Figure  9.20.  Lust  murder  -  gross  mutilation.  The  offender,  who  told  police  that  he 
had  mutilated  the  body  at  the  place  of  discovery,  had  severed  the  victim's  breasts  and  placed 
them  on  her  body.  However,  there  was  only  about  a  pint  of  blood  found  at  the  scene.  This 
body  was  obviously  placed  here  for  shock  value  after  having  been  killed  elsewhere.  (Courtesy 
of  Detective  Mark  Abdilla.  Township  of  Van  Buren.  Michigan  Department  of  Public  Safety.) 


Color  Figure  9.01.  Mother's  body.  Killer  placed  victim’s  body  on  couch  to  display  her.  Note 
the  evisceration  and  the  defeminization.  (Courtesy  of  Chief  Criminal  Deputy  Robin  Wagg, 
Douglas  County.  Washington  State  Sheriff’s  Department.) 


Color  Figure  9.02.  Daughter’s  body.  Killer  positioned  victim's  body  on  bed  after  engaging 
in  sexual  activities.  He  jammed  the  baseball  bat  into  her  vagina.  (Courtesy  of  Chief  Criminal 
Deputy  Robin  Wagg.  Douglas  County.  Washington  State  Sheriff's  Department.) 


Color  Figure  9.25.  Lust  murder.  The  offender  tied  the  victim's  legs  with  a  vine  and  jammed 
a  stick  into  her  vagina.  This  presentation  of  the  body  at  the  crime  scene  was  an  exact  replication 
of  the  pornography  that  the  offender  had  in  his  residence.  (Courtesy  of  Detective  Mark  A. 
Joseph.  Whatcom  County.  Washington  State  Sheriff's  Office.) 


Color  Figure  9.32.  Bondage  fantasy.  The 
victim's  clothes  had  been  cut  from  her  body. 
The  final  binding  of  her  legs  after  the  rape 
was  the  fantasy  component  in  this  event. 
The  presentation  of  the  body  in  the  crime 
scene  was  fantasy  driven.  The  offender 
bound  the  young  woman's  hands  over  her 
head  and  secured  them  to  the  bed  board 
to  make  her  vulnerable.  The  killer  had 
intended  that  her  husband  discover  the 
woman's  body  when  he  came  home. 
(Courtesy  of  Detective  Scott  Mummert. 
Chambcrsburg.  Pennsylvania  Police 
Department.) 


Color  Figure  12.06.  Inside  llie  cargo  trailer.  David  Ray  designed  a  torture  chamber  inside 
the  trailer.  He  equipped  an  Ob/Gyn  chair  with  restraints  to  bind  his  victims  and  wires  to  jolt 
them  with  electrical  shocks.  (Courtesy  of  Deputy  Attorney  Jim  Yontz.  New  Mexico  District 
Attorney's  Office.) 


Color  Figure  12.09.  Dildo.  This  was  the 
"large"  dildo  that  David  Ray  referred  to 
in  the  “Introductory"  audiotaped  instruc¬ 
tions.  DNA  evidence  that  matched  the 
victim  who  had  escaped  was  recovered 
from  this  device.  (Courtesy  of  Deputy 
District  Attorney  Jim  Yontz.  New  Mexico 
District  Attorney’s  Office.) 


Color  Figure  12.12.  Torture.  Police  discovered  a  Polaroid  picture  of  a  victim  being  tortured 
on  the  coffin  box.  This  was  described  by  the  victim.  (Courtesy  of  Deputy  District  Attorney 
JimYontz.  New  Mexico  District  Attorney's  Office.) 


Color  Figure  12.13.  Victim.  Videotape  of  one  of  Ray's  victims,  which  showed  the  activities 
that  David  Ray  engaged  in.  was  recovered  in  the  toybox.  (Courtesy  of  Deputy  District  Attorney 
JimYontz.  New  Mexico  District  Attorney’s  Office.) 


Color  Figure  13.03.  Undelivered  mail.  Note  the  large  amount  of  bloodstained  undelivered 
mail  in  the  trunk.  There  were  also  footwear  impressions  in  blood  on  the  mail.  (Courtesy  of 
the  U.S.  Postal  Inspections  Service.) 


Color  Figure  13.04.  Murder  weapon.  The  murder  weapon  was  discovered  in  the  trunk. 
(Courtesy  of  the  U.S.  Postal  Inspections  Service.) 
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